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IRANATTACKS ISRAEL
DUBAI

I n the biggest escalation of
tensions in the region since
the start of war in Gaza on
October 7, Iran yesterday
launched a barrage of mis-

siles targeting Israel.
“Missiles were launched from

Iran towards the State of Israel,”
the Israeli military said as sirens
sounded across the country, with
AFP journalists reporting hear-
ing explosions over Jerusalem.
Iran’s official news agency IRNA
said it had launched “a missile
attack on Tel Aviv”.

The Revolutionary Guards
Corps said the attack was in re-
sponse to Israel’s killing of Hez-
bollah leader Hassan Nasrallah
last week as well as the death
of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh
in a Tehran bombing widely
blamed on Israel.

White House steps in
President Joe Biden ordered

the US military yesterday to
“aid Israel’s defence” and shoot

down Iranian missiles targeting
Israel, the White House said.

Meanwhile dozens of explo-
sions boomed across Jerusalem
on Tuesday night as air raid si-
rens rang out, AFP journalists
reported. The explosions came
shortly after the military said
that Iran had launched a missile
attack targeting Israel.

Oil prices surge
Following Iran’s missile at-

tack on Israel, oil prices surged,
potentially increasing the
chance of supply disruptions in
a region that pumps a third of
the world’s crude.

West Texas Intermediate rose
more than 5 per cent to top
$71 a barrel, reversing earlier
losses. Global benchmark Brent
climbed near $75 a barrel.

Early yesterday, the Israeli
military said troops had start-
ed “targeted ground raids” in
south Lebanon, across Israel’s
northern border, though offi-
cials have provided few details
of the scale of the operation or
its timeframe.

SEEALSOP9

■ Israel intercepts
missiles launched by
Iran above Tel Aviv
yesterday.
Air raid sirens
sounded in central
Israel, the military
said, as it launched
ground operations
into southern
Lebanon targeting
Hezbollah positions
yesterday.
AFP

BYSARATSINGH
Night Editor
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Indian consulate relocates
document attestation centre

DUBAI

From October 7, Indian ex-
pats seeking document at-
testation services from the

Indian Consulate in Dubai will
have to visit a new location.

The offices of SG IVS Global
Attestation Centre will move to
office No 302 and 104 in Al Nasr
Central, Oud Metha. The build-
ing is located at the end of the
Nasr Club, on the left side of the
roundabout. The offices will be
closed on October 5 as part of
the relocation process.

Consul General of India Sat-
ish Kumar Sivan confirmed to
Gulf News that SG IVS Global
Attestation Centre “will oper-
ate from a bigger premises” .

A spokesperson of the con-
sulate’s Press Wing said: “The
current space they have is
roughly 4,000 square feet, and
the new premises would be
6,400 square feet. Applicants

will have sufficient space to sit
down, go through the papers,
and wait for their turn.”

The consulate processes on an
average 250 attestation services
per day. “This can go up to 400
on some days. We try to process
everything within a maximum
of 48 hours,” he said.

The services offered at the
centre include attestation, af-
fidavit, power of attorney, will,
company document and certif-
icate genuineness verification.

Booking appointments
The appointment book-

ing system through the SGIVS
website remains the same, with
provisions for regular appoint-
ment and premium appoint-
ment, which is provided for a
higher charge to get the docu-
ments attested on the same day.

Home services are provided
for medical cases and aged ap-
plicants. Such applicants can
email their request to vcppt.
dubai@mea.gov.in with a copy
to attestation.dubai@mea.gov.

If applicants have any griev-
ance or suggestions, they can
use the feedback forms avail-
able at the centre.

Service providermoves
to bigger premises,
home services offered

BYSAJILASASEENDRAN
Chief Reporter

■ The offices of SG IVS Global Attestation Centre will move to
office No 302 and 104 in Al Nasr Central, Oud Metha.

FUJAIRAH

The Biodiversity Team at
the Fujairah Environ-
ment Authority said on

Monday that it took imme-
diate action after a video was
circulated on social media
about the use of prohibited
trapping equipment for wild
animals in the emirate’s
mountainous areas.

The site was located by
the team, which immediate-
ly moved to check the safety
of the animal traps shown in
the video and seized all the
equipment found on site.

Legal action
The Authority is currently

working to determine the
identity of those behind the
“irresponsible act”, to take
legal action against them.

It appealed to the com-
munity and adventurers to
take precaution and report
any similar or other environ-
mental violations through its
toll-free number 800368.

“We express our gratitude
to the heroes of nature who
reported this,” it said.

Illegal traps
for animals
seized in
Fujairah

Gulf News Report

■ The illegal animal traps
were found in Fujairah’s
mountainous areas.

Dh13b AbuDhabi plan
to improve traffic flow
SULTAN BIN ZAYED THE FIRST STREET GETS MORE LANES
ABUDHABI

M ajor traffic and
road projects
worth Dh13.1 bil-
lion have started
in Abu Dhabi, it

was announced yesterday.
AD Mobility revealed that

new lanes and pathways have
been added to the intersection
of Sultan Bin Zayed the First
Street to accommodate 3,500
more vehicles and enhance
pedestrian movement.

Upon completion of these
projects, the efficiency of ve-
hicle movement and traffic
flow will improve by 40 per
cent. Dedicated bike lanes are
currently being developed.

Median islands
Speaking about the major

projects worth Dh13.1 billion,
Abdullah Hamad Al Aryani,
director of the Studies and De-
signs Department at AD Mobil-
ity, explained that the first pro-
ject involves median islands in
Abu Dhabi, extending from Al
Raha Beach Road to Saadiyat
Island, spanning 25km.

This road, ranging from
four to five lanes, connects
the mainland with Abu Dha-
bi Island through the me-
dian islands, providing entry
and exit points to several is-
lands, including Al Samaliya,
Umm Yifenah, Saadiyat, and
Al Reem, with a capacity of
8,000 to 10,000 vehicles per
hour in both directions.

Two phases
Al Aryani added that the

project is divided into two
phases, with the first phase
connecting Saadiyat Island to
the Umm Yifenah interchange,
while the second phase targets
Umm Yifenah Island, leading to
Al Raha Beach Road, which will
serve residents of Al Raha Beach
and nearby developments.

He stated that the first phase
is expected to be completed by
the fourth quarter of 2027 at a
cost of Dh3 billion, while the
second phase is expected to be

finished by the fourth quarter
of 2029, with an estimated
cost of Dh7 billion.

Al Khaleej Al Arabi Street
The second project involves

traffic improvements along
Al Khaleej Al Arabi Street be-
tween the Airport Interchange
and the Bridges Complex In-
terchange, aimed at enhanc-
ing connectivity between
Khalifa City and Zayed City
and reducing traffic conges-
tion at the entrances and exits
of Khalifa City.

This will be achieved by
upgrading the current inter-
change (IC3) and providing a
new entrance to Khalifa City
and Zayed City through the
new interchange (IC5), along
with increasing road capac-
ity by expanding the number
of lanes from three to five. The

project is expected to be com-
pleted in the first quarter of
2026, at a cost of Dh1.1 billion.

Musaffah Road
The third project involves

traffic improvements on
Musaffah Road (E30). Al Ary-
ani stated that the project
seeks to address several chal-
lenges, notably eliminating
traffic conflicts on the road
in both directions and reduc-
ing congestion at the existing
overpasses (four intersections)
on the E30 Road and at several
internal intersections in the
Musaffah area and Moham-
mad Bin Zayed City.

Additionally, two new
bridges will be built to im-
prove connectivity between
Mohammad Bin Zayed City
and Musaffah.

Al Aryani said that the pro-
ject is in the final stages of
design and is expected to be
completed by the fourth quar-
ter of 2026, with an estimated
cost of Dh2 billion.

The project aims to increase
road capacity, improve traf-
fic flow, enhance safety, and
strengthen connectivity with
economic zones through new
bridges and improvements to
overpasses and internal inter-
sections.

BYALIALHAMMADI
Reporter

Roads widened around Dubai
schools to reduce congestion

DUBAI

DUbai’s Roads and Trans-
port Authority (RTA) has
completed eight traffic

improvements in educational
zones, benefiting 37 schools.

The works targeted sev-
eral key areas, including
Kings’ School Dubai on Umm
Suqeim Street, The Interna-
tional School of Choueifat and
Dubai College on Hessa Street,
Al Safa Schools Complex,
School of Research Science
in Al Warqa’a 4, Al Ghusais
Schools Complex, Al Mizhar
Schools Complex, Nad Al She-
ba Schools Complex and Al
Twar Schools Complex 2.

Key improvements involved
widening streets leading to the
schools, creating additional
parking spaces, improving en-
trances and exits, and imple-
menting traffic diversions in

surrounding areas. Other up-
grades included paving park-
ing spaces in front of schools
and designating specific areas
to facilitate the safe pick-up
and drop-off of students.

Hussain Al Banna, CEO of
the Traffic and Roads Agency
at RTA said: “RTA worked

closely with Dubai Police, de-
velopers and school authori-
ties to study traffic impacts,
identify solutions, and imple-
ment improvements.”

He pointed out that the
improvements have led to a
15-20 per cent reduction in
school arrival times.

Al Banna added that in early
2025, these efforts will expand
to include over 13 schools in
key areas such as Al Garhoud,
Al Barsha 1, Al Warqa’a and Al
Barsha South. Additionally, an
operational plan will be devel-
oped to manage traffic flow in
these areas.

Additional parking
spaces, improved
entry/exit andpick-up
points among changes

BYASHFAQAHMED
Senior Assistant Editor

■ New lanes and pathways have been added to the Sultan
Bin Zayed the First Street intersection to accommodate
3,500more vehicles and enhance pedestrian movement.

Courtesy: RTA

■ The RTA has implemented traffic diversions in surrounding
areas and paved parking spaces in front of schools.

15-20%
reduction in school
arrival times after the
traffic improvements

Upon completion of
these projects, the
efficiency of vehicle
movement and traffic
flowwill improve
by 40 per cent.
Dedicated bike lanes
are currently being
developed.
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Fresh season of Dubai Miracle
Garden offers new attractions

DUBAI

Dubai Miracle Garden, the
world’s largest natural
flower garden, is bloom-

ing again for its 13th season,
and visitors can look forward to
some brand-new features.

“We are thrilled to introduce
our latest attractions this sea-
son. Our floral-themed min-
iature golf course adds a fun,
interactive element for families
to enjoy, while our revamped
shopping and dining experi-
ences showcase a fresh, local
touch,” CEO Mohammad Zaher
Hammadih toldGulfNews at the
opening ceremony yesterday.

Spanning over 72,000 square
metres, the garden has over
150 million flowers arranged in
unique floral designs, with this
year’s theme being ‘A world of
imagination’.

Must-see attractions
At the park you can see a

life-size Emirates A380, which
is the world’s largest floral in-
stallation of an Airbus A380,
covered in millions of flowers.

The floral castle, on the other
hand, offers panoramic views
and remains a centrepiece of
the garden’s attractions. The
floral clock, updated with fresh
blooms, now features a digital
display. The Smurfs Village has
also returned with its life-sized
mushroom houses.

At night, Dubai Miracle Gar-

den has an interactive light
show blending flowers, lights,
and music.

Special offers
The attraction is offering a 40

per cent discount on tickets for
UAE residents. Tickets must be
purchased at the garden’s ticket
counters, and a valid Emirates

ID is required. The ticket cost
is Dh60 for adults and children
over 3 years old. Adult tourists
pay Dh100 and children 3 to 12
years old pay Dh85. Children
under three enter for free.

How to book tickets
You can purchase tickets at

the garden’s entrance gates
(Gate 1 and Gate 2) or online at
dubaimiraclegarden.com

The garden is open from 9am
to 9pm on weekdays and 9am
to 11pm on weekends and pub-
lic holidays.

The garden has installed ad-
vanced irrigation systems to
reduce water consumption,
while ensuring that the flowers
remain lush. It has also imple-
mented solar-powered lighting
throughout the park, reducing
the garden’s carbon footprint.

The garden has also launched
a recycling programme to re-
purpose organic waste into
compost, which will be used to
nourish the flowers.

Explore floral-themed
mini golf course, with
40% discount on
tickets for residents

BYZAINABHUSAIN
Features Writer

Virendra Saklani/Gulf News

■ Spread over 72,000 square metres, Dubai Miracle Garden
showcases 150million flowers arranged in floral sculptures.

■ Shopping:The garden’s
retail area has been rede-
signed, offering awide range
of souvenirs, handicrafts, and
local products.

■ Dining:The garden now
offers an expanded array of
dining options, featuring local
and international cuisines.

■ Amenities:The garden now
offers additional restrooms,
more seating areas and
shaded rest spots.

BIG CHANGES

31340793_1.1

Dubai sets ambitious growth targets for 2033
HAMDANAPPROVESSTRATEGIESAIMEDATBOOSTINGEMIRATE’S LEADERSHIP IN EDUCATION, REALESTATEANDTRANSPORT
DUBAI

S haikh Hamdan Bin
Mohammad Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum,
Crown Prince of
Dubai, Deputy Prime

Minister and Minister of De-
fence of the UAE, and Chair-
man of Dubai Executive Coun-
cil, yesterday approved a series
of new plans aimed at boosting
Dubai’s leadership in several
sectors over the next decade.

The plans were approved at a
meeting of the Dubai Executive
Council chaired by Shaikh Ham-
dan. Shaikh Ahmad Bin Moham-
mad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Second Deputy Ruler of Dubai
and Deputy Chairman of Dubai
Executive Council, attended.

The plans include the Educa-
tion Strategy 2033 and the Real
Estate Strategy 2033, which
aims to increase the value of
Dubai’s real estate transactions
to Dh1 trillion by 2033. Addi-
tionally, three plans focused on
modernising Dubai’s transport
infrastructure, transforming
the city into a cashless city, and
preserving the emirate’s herit-
age were also approved.

Education Strategy 2033
It focuses on providing

world-class education from
early childhood through to
higher education.

The strategy aims to build
a student-centric system that
nurtures talent and creativity
and equips students with es-
sential life skills. It also empha-
sises early career guidance and
aims to ensure UAE students
are among the most competi-
tive, able to secure places at top
local and global universities.

Shaikh Hamdan said: “Our
strategy for a world-leading
education system will foster
lifelong learning and equip
the next generation of national
leaders, grounded in Emirati
values and identity, to shape
the future.”

Shaikh Hamdan added that
His Highness Shaikh Moham-
mad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice-President and Prime Minis-
ter of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai,
has championed the values of
quality education and dedicated
zones for academic, university,
and knowledge institutions.

“Now, we are building an
education system based on the
principle of lifelong learning — a
system that can adapt to change
and nurtures national talents. It
will be a future-focused educa-
tion system that involves both
teachers and learners in a con-
tinuous journey of creativity
and growth,” he said.

The Knowledge and Human
Development Authority has
been directed to place students
at the heart of the new system
to equip them with skills to lead
and shape the future.

The strategy was developed

through extensive consultation
with over 700 stakeholders, in-
cluding educators, school prin-
cipals, parents, and university
leaders, across more than 50 ses-
sions involving 290 institutions.

Real Estate Strategy 2033
He continued: “We approved

the Real Estate Strategy 2033
to help achieve the Dubai Eco-
nomic Agenda D33, raising
real estate transactions to Dh1
trillion by 2033 and doubling
the sector’s contribution to
economic diversification. The
strategy also boosts Emirati

competitiveness and promotes
home ownership to enhance
family stability.”

By increasing real estate
transactions by 70 per cent
and multiplying the value of
Dubai’s real estate portfolios
by 20 times to Dh20 billion, the
Real Estate Strategy 2033 aims
to contribute Dh73 billion to the
emirate’s GDP.

The strategy represents a key
pillar in the Dubai Economic
Agenda D33 and will help ele-
vate Dubai’s investment attrac-
tiveness, positioning the city as
a diverse global economic hub.

The strategy will involve roll-
ing out a series of programmes
over the next decade to raise
the quality of developments,
enhance transparency, lever-
age data for better market fore-
casting, integrate AI within the
sector, centralise data and offer
high-grade assets.

The aim is to attract invest-
ment as well as improve the
buying and selling experience.
In addition, the strategy pri-
oritises sustainability and the
development of balanced, co-
hesive communities, aiming to
raise homeownership rates to
33 per cent.

Shaikh Hamdan said that
Dubai places people at the core
of development and continues
its journey to becoming the
world’s leading destination for
living, investment, and lifelong
learning, committed to uphold-
ing family values and enhanc-
ing the quality of life for all.

Gulf News Report

Courtesy: Dubai Media Office

■ Shaikh Hamdan chairs a Dubai Executive Council yesterday in the presence of Shaikh Ahmad.
Dubai aims to become theworld’s leading destination for living, investment and learning, he said.

Our strategy for a world-leading education
systemwill foster lifelong learning and equip the
next generation of national leaders, grounded in
Emirati values and identity, to shape the future.”

ShaikhHamdanBinMohammadBinRashidAlMaktoum

■ Dubai CashlessStrategy: It aims to position Dubai as one of the
top five cashless cities globally by 2033. The strategywill increase
digital transactions across all sectors, contributing Dh8 billion
to the economy and ensuring that 100 per cent of businesses in
Dubai accept digital payments.

■ Suspended transport systems:By 2030, Dubai aims to auto-
mate 25 per cent of all trips through the implementation of a newly
approved 65km system connecting UmmSuqeim Street, Al Khor
and Zabeel. The new systemwill help increase the share of public
transport journeys in Dubai to 26 per cent of all trips by 2030. In
addition, it will be integratedwith othermodes of transportation.

■ DubaiNationalArchives:Overseen by the theMohammad Bin
Rashid Library, it aims to document and archive Dubai’s govern-
ment records, achievements, history and cultural heritage, ensuring
that Dubai’s story is passed down to future generations. By docu-
menting success stories designed to position Dubai as one of the
world’s top economic cities by 2033, the project directly contrib-
utes to the Dubai 2033 Plan.

THREE TRANSFORMATIONAL PROJECTS

Dh1 trillion
value of real estate
transactions targeted
by Dubai’s Real Estate
Strategy by 2033

Dh73 billion
real estate’s targeted
contribution to Dubai
GDP by 2033 through
a 70% jump in deals
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Courtesy: UAE Presidential Court

■ President His Highness Shaikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan received participants of the
third UN Police PerformanceWorkshop, hosted by the Ministry of Interior, at Qasr Al Bahr in
Abu Dhabi yesterday. Shaikh Mohammad reaffirmed the UAE’s commitment to enhancing
international cooperation for safer societies. He praised the vital role played by international
police forces in maintaining peace and security, particularly in areas affected by conflict.

PRESIDENT RECEIVES PARTICIPANTS OF UN POLICE WORKSHOP
■ Shaikh Khalid Bin Mohammad Bin ZayedAl Nahyan, Crown Prince ofAbu Dhabi, yesterday
met Qatar’s Emir Shaikh Tamim Bin HamadAl Thani during an official visit to Doha. Shaikh
Khalid reaffirmed the UAE’s leadership and people’s commitment to strengthening bilateral
relations with Qatar. He alsomet ShaikhMohammad Bin Abdul Rahman Bin JassimAl
Thani, PrimeMinister andMinister of Foreign Affairs of Qatar, as part of his official visit.

ABU DHABI CROWN PRINCE MEETS EMIR OF QATAR

Pink Caravan: Free breast cancer
screening across UAE this month

SHARJAH

Friends of Cancer Patients
(FoCP) has launched its
annual Pink Caravan cam-

paign, marking Breast Cancer
Awareness Month with a wide
range of activities.

The Pink Caravan is deploying
eight fixed and more than 100
mobile clinics across the seven
emirates to offer free breast can-
cer screenings. The monthlong
campaign includes awareness
workshops and community ac-
tivities.

The Pink Caravan’s fixed
clinics will be available from
October 11 until October 30,
from 4pm to 11pm.

Corporate involvement
Various options are avail-

able for corporate involvement,
such as booking a mobile clinic
to offer free screenings for fe-
male employees or organising
a Pink Caravan Corporate Well-
ness Day, which includes mam-
mograms and lectures.

Mobile clinics offer mammo-
grams to 20 female employees
over the age of 40, while clinical
exams are available for 60 em-
ployees over the age of 20.

The Corporate Wellness Day
package includes virtual semi-

nars and vouchers for mammo-
grams and clinical exams for 60
employees over 20. The mini-
clinic offers clinical exams for
60 employees and vouchers for
mammograms. Companies can
also book awareness lectures.

On October 4-6, Pink Cara-
van will organise a commu-
nity awareness event in Al Jada,
Sharjah, from 4pm to 10pm. It
will feature sports, games, work-
shops, and a petting zoo. The
Manbat Market will showcase
healthy products, with a portion
of sales supporting FoCP’s mis-
sion to assist cancer patients.

Volunteering opportunities
FOCP invites medical pro-

fessionals, including doctors,
nurses, and medical students,
to volunteer for the Pink Cara-
van campaign. Those interested
can apply via email at info@
pinkcaravan.ae.

The Pink Shop (www.focp.
ae/shop) offers individuals the
opportunity to purchase Pink
Caravan-themed merchandise.

Eight fixed and more
than 100 mobile
clinics to be deployed
from October 11 to 30

Gulf News Report

Courtesy: FoCP

■ Mobile clinics will offer mammograms to 20 female staff over
the age of 40 under the corporate programme, while clinical
exams are available for 60 employees over the age of 20.

Greenmobility takes
centre stage at Wetex
TESLARAFFLE,MOBILE EVCHARGINGSTATIONTOPDRAWS
DUBAI

F rom a raffle draw for
two Tesla cars to the
launch of a mobile EV
charging station and
a dedicated Green

Mobility Hall, Dubai is making
a strong push for electric vehi-
cles (EVs) at the 26th edition
of Wetex, the region’s largest
sustainability and clean en-
ergy technology exhibition.

Organised by Dubai Elec-
tricity and Water Author-
ity (Dewa), the Water, Energy,
Technology, and Environment
Exhibition (Wetex) was inau-
gurated by Shaikh Ahmad Bin
Saeed Al Maktoum, Chairman
of the Dubai Supreme Council
of Energy, in the presence of
Saeed Mohammad Al Tayer, MD
and CEO of Dewa, yesterday.

With 2,800 companies and
21 national pavilions, this
year’s Wetex is showcasing
Dubai’s role as a leader in sus-
tainable energy solutions.

Experts from65 nations
Dr Yousuf Al Akraf, Execu-

tive Vice-President of Business
Support and Human Resources
at Dewa, and Chairperson of
the Sales, Logistics, and Spon-
sorships Committee for Wetex,
said: We have experts from 65
countries here, showcasing the
increasing interest in Dubai
and the UAE’s emerging role in
driving sustainability.”

Al Tayer pointed out that
at the end of April this year,
Dubai had over 30,000 elec-
tric vehicles, with customers
registered in Dewa’s EV Green
Charger initiative surpassing
15,000 by the end of March.

Mobile EV charging station
The inaugural day of Wetex

saw the launch of Charger,
UAE’s mobile EV charging sta-
tion. A start-up, co-founded
by Bosnian expat Ena Berbic
and Jordanian American expat
Farouq Khader, Charger aims
to address the growing de-
mand for flexible and accessi-
ble EV charging solutions.

The duo was inspired by a
mobile fuel delivery company
and came up with a prototype
for a mobile EV charging truck.

The mobile station offers
fast charging with a capacity

of 250 kilowatts, enabling an
average Tesla to charge within
20 to 30 minutes.

Free charging till 2025
The service, in a testing

phase, offers free charges of
up to 30 per cent of their bat-
teries to early adopters till the
end of the year before transi-
tioning to the standard rate of
Dh1.20 per kilowatt next year.

“Currently, customers
can call our Call Centre 800
Charger’ and avail of the free
charging service until we roll
out the service with 12 trucks
next year,” said Berbic.

In May, Dewa signed an MoU
with Parkin, the largest supplier
of paid public parking facilities
in Dubai, to expand the number
of the EV Green Charger sta-
tions in its prime locations.

Monitoring EV stations
At Wetex, Dewa also un-

veiled its advanced Distribu-
tion Network Smart Centre,
which leverages Artificial
Intelligence, real-time moni-
toring, and data analytics to
optimise the performance and
efficiency of its systems, in-
cluding the city’s electric ve-
hicle charging infrastructure.

The centre integrates data
from three key Dewa initia-
tives: Advanced Meter Infra-
structure, Green Charger for
EVs, and Shams Dubai, a Dewa
initiative allowing customers to
install solar panels and connect
to the grid, enabling them to
generate and offset their elec-
tricity consumption.

Wetex will run till tomorrow
at Dubai World Trade Centre.

BYSAJILASASEENDRAN
Chief Reporter

WAM

■ Shaikh Ahmad Bin Saeed tours the pavilions after opening
the 26th edition ofWetex in Dubai yesterday.

Wetex 2024 is running a raffle draw, offering two Tesla cars to
lucky visitors. To be eligible to enter the raffle organised by Dewa,
visitors must be over 18 years of age and attend all three days of
the exhibition.The electronic drawwill be held at 5.30pm
tomorrowatDewa’smain standatWetex.Winners selected
from the visitor entrance databasewill be announced at the
venue and notified via phone and email.

A CHANCE TO WIN TWO TESLA CARS

PinkCaravan’s fixed clinics
will be deployed atAlMajaz
Waterfront in Sharjah,Mushrif
Mall in AbuDhabi, CityWalk
in Dubai, two clinics at the
ChineseMarket inAjman
(one forwomen and one for
men),Al ManarMall in Ras
Al Khaimah, LuLuMall in
Fujairah, andUmmAlQuwain
Mall in UmmAlQuwain.

LOCATIONS

2,800
companies and 21
national pavilions at
Wetex this year

30,000
electric vehicles in
Dubai at the end of
April this year

All you need to
know about the
26th edition of
Wetex in Dubai
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Adnoc to buy Germany’s Covestro for $13b
PLASTICS-MAKER CONFIRMS €62 PER SHARE TAKEOVER OFFER,WHICH REAFFIRMS ADNOC’S EXPANSION BEYOND OIL
ABUDHABI

Adnoc sealed an in-
vestment agree-
ment with Covestro
after launching a
cash takeover offer

of Dh254 (€62) per share for
remaining shares in the plas-
tics maker, which separately
confirmed it had accepted a
takeover bid that values one
of the world’s leading chemi-
cal players at €12 billion ($13.3
billion).

This landmark agreement
marks a step-change in Ad-
noc’s international growth
strategy as it seeks to expand
its operations beyond oil, and
if completed, would mark the
first takeover of a company in
Germany’s blue-chip DAX in-
dex by a Gulf state-owned firm.

Adnoc will also inject around
€1.2 billion into the chemicals
firm through the issuance of
new shares, once the deal is
completed.

Gunning for spot in top 5
Subject to successful com-

pletion of the transaction,
this acquisition will support
Adnoc’s goal to become a top
five global chemicals player.
Covestro’s speciality chemicals
business complements Adnoc’s
chemicals growth strategy.

Covestro would become the
foundational platform for Ad-
noc’s performance materials
and speciality chemicals busi-
ness and will further drive di-
versification of Adnoc’s chemi-
cal portfolio.

‘Natural fit’
Dr Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber,

Minister of Industry and Ad-
vanced Technology, Adnoc
Managing Director and Group
CEO, said, “As a global lead-
er and industrial pioneer in
chemicals, Covestro brings un-
matched expertise in high-tech
speciality chemicals and mate-
rials, using advanced technolo-
gies including AI.

“This strategic partnership
is a natural fit and aligns seam-
lessly with Adnoc’s ongoing
smart growth and future proof-
ing strategy and our vision to
become a top five global chem-
icals company. It represents a
pivotal step for both organisa-
tions and embodies our disci-
plined approach to investing in
strategic assets that drive long-
term value and unlock new
growth opportunities, while
reinforcing our commitment
to diversifying Adnoc’s port-
folio.”

Adnoc’s bid for Covestro

comes while the challenges
facing the Germany’s energy-
intensive chemicals industry
show no signs of abating. BASF,
the world’s largest chemicals
group, said last month it would
cut costs and refocus on its
“core businesses”, while some

of its German plants lacked
competitiveness.

For its part, Covestro said it
was “making significant pro-
gress in its strategic transfor-
mation”.

The group, which makes
chemicals used in everything

from building insulation to
electric vehicles, unveiled sav-
ings plan in June amid ongo-
ing takeover talks with Adnoc.
Leverkusen-based Covestro,
which was spun off from chem-
icals giant Bayer in 2015, said it
would cut material and person-

al costs in the hopes of saving
some €400 million annually.

The takeover offer will be
subject to a minimum accept-
ance threshold of 50 per cent
plus one share of Covestro’s is-
sued share capital, and custom-
ary regulatory approvals.

Growing demand
Petrochemical demand is

expected to increase by a com-
pound 2 per cent between 2024
and 2050. It is expected that
the chemicals market will dou-
ble by 2050, yielding attractive
economic returns. The positive
long-term outlook for chemi-
cals makes Covestro an attrac-
tive investment for Adnoc.

Dr Markus Steilemann, CEO
of Covestro, said, “We are con-
vinced that the agreement
reached today with Adnoc In-
ternational is in the best inter-
est of Covestro, our employees,
our shareholders, and all other
stakeholders. With Adnoc In-
ternational’s support, we will
have an even stronger founda-
tion for sustainable growth in
highly attractive sectors and
can make an even greater con-
tribution to the green transfor-
mation.

“We regard Adnoc Interna-
tional as a financially strong
and long-term oriented part-
ner with whom we will further
drive our successful sustainable
future strategy in all market
conditions. Our complemen-
tary growth strategies, shared
commitment to advanced tech-
nologies, innovation and sus-
tainability are key cornerstones
of our partnership.”

Products all around
The company has industry-

leading facilities and technolo-
gies and is led by an outstanding
management team. Covestro
products will accelerate the in-
tegration of AI into daily lives,
for example by developing films
for head mounted displays and
virtual reality (VR) devices and
leveraging digital technolo-
gies like data science, machine
learning, deep learning and AI
to accelerate and broaden its
research and development ac-
tivities and projects.

From iPhones cases to the
lighter weight materials used
in cars, Covestro materials are
present all around us.

Covestro originates from the
industrial heartland of Germa-
ny and is a major producer of
polyurethanes, polycarbonates
and performance materials re-
quired for critical industrial ap-
plications. It operates globally
and generates more than half
of its revenues from the Asia-
Pacific and North America.

—with inputs from agencies

BYJUSTINGEORGE
VARGHESE
Your Money Editor

DUBAI

Adnoc entity Ferti-
globe will be pay-
ing $150 million

(Dh551 million) or 6.6 fils a
share — as its interim divi-
dend for first-half of 2024.
Shareholders have been set
a record date of October 10.

This makes Fertiglobe’s
offering the highest divi-
dend yield among UAE-
listed companies for H1-24.
Based on the H1-24 payout,
the annualised dividend
yield exceeds 5 per cent. In
second place would be an-
other Adnoc entity, Adnoc
Drilling, according to mar-
ket analysts.

With the latest payout,
Fertiglobe would have paid
$2.42 billion in dividends
since the October 2021 IPO.

The company, which is
into fertilisers, had rev-
enues of just over $1 billion
in H1-24, delivering $378
million in EBITDA. The Abu
Dhabi entity is the world’s
largest seaborne exporter
of urea and ammonia com-
bined.

Robust balance sheet
“Fertiglobe’s robust bal-

ance sheet and effective
cash flow management
continue to enable the
company to pursue selec-
tive value accretive growth
opportunities balanced
with shareholder returns,”
said a statement.

The $2.42 billion since
October 2021 represents
one of the highest dividend
yields and total return met-
rics in its sector.

Ahmed El Hoshy, CEO
of Fertiglobe, said: “This
dividend is supported by
active value creation ini-
tiatives launched in 2024,
as we continue to make
significant progress on our
key strategic objectives.
Fertiglobe is entering a piv-
otal phase of growth, ac-
celerating the development
of a sustainable hydrogen
value chain and expanding
its global platform for am-
monia and clean hydrogen
solutions.”

Adnoc’s
Fertiglobe
confirms
Dh551m payout

Gulf News Report

H1 BONANZA

Covestro logo seen at its
headquarters in Leverkusen.
From iPhones cases to car
parts, Covestro materials
are present all around us.

€12b
total valuation of
Covestro as part of
Adnoc’s takeover bid

€1.2b
injection by Adnoc
into Covestro
through new shares

UBIQUITOUS

■ This acquisition will
support Adnoc’s goal to
become a top five global
chemicals player.

UAE non-basmati rice expected to drop by 20% as India resumes exports

DUBAI

India’s decision to resume ex-
ports of non-basmati rice is
expected to have an imme-

diate positive impact on UAE
retail prices for the staple, ac-
cording to market sources. In-
dia had placed restrictions on
non-basmati rice shipments in
mid-2023.

“Now that competitive pric-
ing options on rice from India
are again available, this is like-
ly to influence pricing in the
UAE,” said Dr Dhananjay Da-
tar, managing director at Dubai
headquartered Al Adil Trading.
“We even foresee price drops of

up to 20 per cent for the food
commodity in the UAE once
Indian shipments return in full
force.”

Food commodity traders in

the UAE broadly agree on the
likelihood of a price reduction,
especially by early to mid-
November. “It will take a few
weeks for the shipments from

India to flow through in vol-
umes that will have a bearing
on local retail prices,” said a
trader. India, one of the world’s
largest rice exporters, holds
a dominant share of the UAE
market.

Exports at a set price
Under the new directive, In-

dia has allowed non-basmati
rice exports, provided the ship-
ments are priced at $490 per
tonne or higher, and these ex-
ports will be exempt from du-
ties. India originally imposed
the export ban due to concerns
over domestic supply shortages.

“India’s rice harvests in the
last two years have been robust,
contributing to the overall sta-
bility and availability of rice for
both domestic and export mar-
kets,” explained Datar, noting
this as a key reason for lifting
the ban now.

‘It’ll take a fewweeks
for shipments from
India to flow through’

BYMANOJNAIR
Business Editor

Bloomberg

■ Workers at a ricemarket in Haryana. India, one of the largest
exporters, holds a dominant share of the UAEmarket.

Global rice prices fell after India, theworld’s No.1 exporter of the
grain, gave the go-ahead for exports to resume, boosting global
supply and helping poorAsian andAfrican buyers securemore
affordable supplies.

“Suppliers fromThailand, Vietnam, and Pakistan are responding
to India’s move by lowering their export prices,” said Himanshu
Agarwal, executive director at Satyam Balajee, a leading rice
exporter. “Everyone’s trying to stay competitive to hold their spot in
themarket.”

Global rice prices soared to their highest level in over 15 years
following India’s decision last year to ban the export ofwhite rice
and impose a 20 per cent duty on parboiled rice exports.

Last year’s export curbs imposed by India allowed competing
suppliers like Vietnam, Thailand, Pakistan, andMyanmar to increase
theirmarket share and command higher prices in the global
market.

The Philippines, Nigeria, Iraq, Senegal, Indonesia, andMalaysia
are among the key importers of Asian rice.

Buyers and sellers are evaluating the potential impact of
increased Indian rice supplies and accordingly, prices would settle
this week, said Nitin Gupta, senior vice president of OlamAgri India.

—Agencies

RIVAL EXPORTING NATIONS SLASH PRICES
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Short stories

Azizi to invest Dh1b for 12 building material
factories in Abu Dhabi’s Kezad A cluster
TheAzizi group, knownmore for its property development, is
adding construction capacity to its portfolio, with a Dh1 billion
investment in Abu Dhabi’s Kezad A cluster.

It has signed a 50-year land lease agreement with AD Ports
Group to set up 12 factories, including a reinforcement steel
cut and bend facility, timber joinery and duct fabrication
workshops.

There will also be an aluminium and glass fabrication unit, as
well as an aluminium extrusion factory.

AD Ports Group owns and operates the Khalifa Economic
Zones Abu Dhabi (Kezad) Group.

The Azizi facilities will span 220,000 squaremetres. The
construction of the proposed facilities will ensure speed of
build formaterials required for the region’s burgeoning housing
sector, andmeet their demandswith cost-effective, faster and
greenermethods for production.

Tecom Group buys ‘Office Park’ at Dubai
Internet City in new investment spree
The TecomGroup is buying a commercial property in Dubai
Internet City for Dh720million, as the DFM-listed entity
embarks on amassive investment programme.

The ‘Office Park’ is amulti-let asset with five interconnected
blocks and a gross leasable area of 370,761 square feet. It
already has leading international entities as tenants, including
Coca-Cola, Uber, Red Hat, and Ticketmaster.

As for Dubai Internet City, this is the secondmajor
transaction it has seen recently, with Abu Dhabi mega-
developerAldar buying an office building.

The Tecom deal was signed by Tecom Investments Emirates
REIT, whichwas the owner of the asset.

Tecom had in May confirmed plans to spend up to Dh1.7
billion on adding to its office and commercial real estate assets
in Internet City, Industrial City and Dubai Design District, among
others.

Alef launches Dh2.5b project featuring
Sharjah’s largest private community park
Alef Group, the leading real estate development company in
the Emirate of Sharjah, has announced the launch of its latest
residential project, Olfah. Positioned as the development with
Sharjah’s largest private community park, the Dh2.5 billion
project offers a genuine and immersive living experience
combining luxury, comfort, and expansive natural landscapes.

The project spans 84,814.40 squaremetres and comprises
12 buildings, each rising between 9 and 11 storeys, set upon a
unified platform. Designedwith thewell-being of residents in
mind, Olfah seamlessly integrates residential and commercial
spaces, offering 2,787 residential units in one-, two-, and
three-bedroom configurations, alongside 1,500 squaremetres
dedicated to commercial, service, and dining facilities.

Commenting on the launch, Issa Ataya, CEO ofAlef
Group, said, “Olfah represents a new benchmark in creating
communities around nature, offering residents an unparalleled
lifestyle experience in Sharjah.”

Masdar grabs a bigger US pie
with 50% stake in Terra-Gen
ABU DHABI COMPANY IS SET TO POWER US RENEWABLE ENERGYGROWTH
ABUDHABI

A bu Dhabi Future
Energy Company
(Masdar) yesterday
announced the clos-
ing of its acquisition

of a 50 per cent stake in Terra-
Gen Power Holdings II, LLC,
one of the largest independent
renewable energy producers in
the United States, from Energy
Capital Partners (ECP).

ECP has fully exited its posi-
tion in Terra-Gen in connection
with the closing of the transac-
tion. Igneo Infrastructure Part-
ners, a global infrastructure
investment manager, retains
its existing 50 per cent stake in
Terra-Gen.

Representing one of Mas-
dar’s largest transactions, the
deal further cements Masdar’s
position in the US. Masdar first
entered the market in 2019 and
has a proven history of funding,
developing, owning and oper-
ating clean energy projects in
the country.

Before the Terra-Gen acqui-
sition, Masdar’s US portfolio
of utility scale wind, solar and
storage assets had a generating
capacity of more than 1.4GW.

Masdar’s 2030 goal
The US market and Terra-

Gen’s scalable platform will
play important roles as Mas-
dar executes its plan to build
100GW of capacity in its global
renewable energy portfolio by
2030.

Terra-Gen’s gross operating
portfolio currently comprises
3.8GW of wind, solar and bat-
tery storage projects, includ-
ing 5.1GWh of energy storage
facilities across 30 renewable
power sites throughout the US,
predominantly in California
and Texas.

Terra-Gen is currently devel-
oping more than 12GW of wind,
solar and battery storage pro-
jects in the US. Its development
activities include projects in
California, Texas and New York.
The project pipeline includes
386MW of Texas wind and Cal-
ifornia solar, and 512MWh of
California energy storage facili-
ties, with commercial opera-
tions anticipated in 2025.

Dr Sultan Al Jaber, Minister of
Industry and Advanced Tech-
nology, COP28 President and
Chairman of Masdar, said, “The
UAE and US have long been
partners in efforts to advance

clean energy, a collaboration
culminating in the Partnership
for Accelerating Clean Energy
(PACE) agreement. Masdar has
a strong track record of sup-
porting US renewable energy
projects, and the acquisition of
Terra-Gen reaffirms this long-
standing commitment.

Pushing green growth
“We are now on target to sur-

pass our goal of having 10GW
of integrated renewable gen-
eration capacity in the US by
2030. This transaction unlocks
further economic opportunities
from green growth, and aligns
with the global ambition to tri-
ple renewable energy capacity,
in line with the historic UAE
Consensus reached at COP28.”

Mohammad Jameel Al
Ramahi, chief executive officer
of Masdar, said, “Terra-Gen’s
experienced management team
and scalable platform make it
the ideal partner, as we work
to increase our presence and
investment in the US as part

of Masdar’s commitment to a
long-term strategy in this im-
portant market.”

‘A great partner’
Jim Pagano, CEO of Terra-

Gen, said, “The finalisation of
this deal cements a strong re-
lationship between Masdar and
Terra-Gen. Masdar is a great
partner for Terra-Gen because
of our shared focus on devel-
oping clean energy projects
and our commitment to decar-
bonisation. We look forward to
working with them to expand
and build on our pipeline of US
projects.”

Niall Mills, managing partner
and global head of Igneo, said,
“Terra-Gen has been a strong
platform for Igneo in the US
since our investment in 2020.
We see tremendous potential
to continue driving growth and
creating long-term value in
the US renewable power sector
through the capable and expe-
rienced team at Terra-Gen, and
we look forward to partnering

with Masdar on this exciting
next phase of expansion.”

Masdar’smilestone
Established in 2006, Mas-

dar has a long-standing com-
mitment to advancing renew-
able energy projects across the
globe. The purchase of a 50 per
cent share in Terra-Gen repre-
sents another significant mile-
stone as the company works
to support the target set in the
historic UAE Consensus to tri-
ple global renewables capacity
by the end of this decade.

Masdar’s commitment to the
US market reflects the UAE’s
strong ties to the country.

In January 2023, UAE and US
officials announced that $20
billion will be allocated to fund
15GW of clean energy projects
in the US before 2035, led by
Masdar and a consortium of
US private investors, under the
Partnership for Accelerating
Clean Energy (PACE) between
the two countries.

Lazard and Guggenheim Se-
curities are serving as financial
advisers, and Latham & Watkins
LLP is serving as legal adviser to
Terra-Gen.BMO Capital Markets
and JP Morgan are serving as fi-
nancial advisers, and White &
Case LLP and Covington & Burl-
ing LLP are serving as legal ad-
visers to Masdar. Mayer Brown is
serving as legal adviser to Igneo
Infrastructure Partners. —WAM

ADQ buys 49% in Alpha Dhabi Construction

ABUDHABI

Alpha Dhabi Holding
(ADH) PJSC has suc-
cessfully completed its

divestment of 49 per cent of
its subsidiary Alpha Dhabi
Construction Holding (ADCH)
to Abu Dhabi Developmental
Holding Company (ADQ). ADH
will retain a 51 per cent share-
holding in ADCH.

Iconicworks
Led by ADH subsidiary Tro-

jan Construction, ADCH is
recognised for its commit-
ment to national development.
Its track record includes work
on iconic UAE projects such as
Zayed National Museum and
the Guggenheim Museum, and
supporting critical infrastruc-
ture such as the national rail-

way network. ADCH also suc-
cessfully executes large-scale
residential community pro-
jects for domestic real estate
developers, including Aldar,
Modon Properties, and Emaar.
The new partnership combines

the expertise and capabilities
of ADCH and ADQ, solidifying
ADCH’s position as an indus-
try leader and an engine of the
Emirate’s growth.

Hamad Al Ameri, CEO and
MD of ADH, commented, “We

are thrilled to finalise this part-
nership with ADQ, marking a
milestone in strategic growth
and transformation for ADCH.
With a shared vision for excel-
lence, this collaboration allows
us to deepen our commitment
to national development and
will expand our capabilities
to tackle complex, large-scale
projects with a keen focus on
safety, quality, and timely de-
livery.”

Deal amid housing boom
This deal signals a new era

of innovation in the construc-
tion industry, combining the
strengths of both entities to re-
inforce Alpha Dhabi Construc-
tion Holding’s leadership.

The agreement arrives during
significant large-scale invest-
ments in construction across
Abu Dhabi to provide new hous-
ing opportunities, create new
employment, and contribute to
the diversification of the emir-
ate’s economy. —WAM

Zayed National
Museum, Guggenheim
amongADCH projects

Afra Mubarak Alnofeli/Gulf News

■ The newADCH-ADQ partnership comes amid significant
large-scale investments in construction across Abu Dhabi.

Masdar has a strong track record of supporting
US renewable energy projects, and the
acquisition of Terra-Gen reaffirms this long-
standing commitment.”

DrSultanAl Jaber |Minister of Industry and Advanced
Technology, COP28 President and Chairman of Masdar

Terra-Gen Power Holdings
II, LLC is one of the largest
independent renewable
energy producers in the
United States.

10GW
Masdar’s target of
renewable generation
capacity in US by 2030

1.4GW
generation capacity of
Masdar’s US portfolio
before Terra-Gen buy

MAJOR PRODUCER
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USplanemakerweighs raising
at least $10 billion selling stock
BOEING SEEKS TO REPLENISH CASH RESERVES DEPLETED BYONGOING STRIKE
VIRGINIA

B oeing Co. is consid-
ering raising at least
$10 billion by sell-
ing new stock, as the
planemaker seeks to

replenish cash reserves deplet-
ed further by an ongoing strike,
according to people familiar
with the discussions.

The company is working
with advisers to explore its op-
tions, said the people, asking
not to be identified discussing
confidential matters. Raising
equity isn’t likely to happen
for at least a month, assuming
the planemaker can resolve the
strike, because Boeing wants a
firm grasp of the financial toll
from the walkout by 33,000
workers, the people said.

A spokesman for the com-
pany declined to comment. No
final decision on timing and the
amount has been made, and
Boeing could end up deciding
against the move, the people
said.

The US planemaker has seen
its financial reserves dwindle in
the wake of a near-catastrophic
accident in January that forced
Boeing to slow production of
its cash-cow 737 Max airliner.
Should Boeing proceed, a sale
of that magnitude would stand
to be the biggest by a public
company since Saudi Arabian
Oil Co.’s $12.3 billion sale in
June.

The strained situation has
been exacerbated by the strike
now in its third week that has

shut down output of Boeing’s
single-aisle airliner, putting the
company’s credit rating at risk
as each day of work stoppage
further dents reserves.

SuspendedTalks
Workers have turned down

two offers from the company
for higher pay, and the two
sides have engaged a mediator
to help overcome the impasse.

Boeing faces a liquidity
squeeze after burning through
$8.25 billion in free cash during
the first half. The US planemak-
er slowed work on its cash-cow
737 Max and other jets to ad-
dress quality lapses brought to
light by the accident on an air-
craft on Jan 5.

Analysts expect Boeing to
suffer a $3.36 billion cash out-

flow in the third quarter, ac-
cording to data compiled by
Bloomberg. The strike stands
to cost the company about $1.5
billion for each month that
workers stay off the job, ac-
cording to estimates by JP Mor-
gan Chase & Co.

The outflows risk lowering
Boeing’s cash balance to the
point where the three major
ratings agencies would be com-
pelled to act. Boeing’s credit
rating is one step above specu-
lative grade, and Fitch Ratings
has warned that an extended
strike could have a “meaning-
ful operational and financial
impact, increasing the risk of a
downgrade.”

Shares of the planemaker
have lost 42 per cent in value
this year. That puts Boeing on

course for its worst annual re-
turn since the financial crisis in
2008.

‘Perfectly Comfortable’
Chief Financial Officer Brian

West told analysts at a Morgan
Stanley conference last month
that Boeing “will take any nec-
essary actions” to preserve its
investment grade rating and
repair a balance sheet burdened
by its $58 billion debt load.

“We are perfectly comforta-
ble to supplement our liquidity
position to support those two
objectives,” West said when
asked if the company might
need to raise debt or equity.

Boeing has already initiated
a savings plan that includes
furloughs for workers, a hiring
freeze as well as a pay cut for
executives.

The planemaker has a his-
tory of tapping markets shortly
after it releases quarterly earn-
ings, and the next such report
is slated for late October. The
company most recently issued
$10 billion at the end of April,
about a week after it published
its first-quarter results.

The company has also said it
wants to buy back Spirit Aero-
Systems Inc., the troubled sup-
plier at the heart of some of its
current manufacturing woes.
While Boeing plans to pay for
the $4.7 billion transaction in
stock, the reintegration of its
most important supplier will
require additional investments
to turn the business around.

—Bloomberg

Philippines ramps
up renewables

ONGULFNEWS.COM

ThePhilippines ismaking
strides inpromoting
renewableenergyand
attractingFDI.TheBoard
of Investments (BOI)
has so fargranted “green
lanecertificates” to 114
renewableenergyprojects
valuedat3.74trpesos
($66.56b).

—JayHilotin,SeniorAssistant Editor

Philippines rampsup renewables: $73.5
billionprojectsgetgreen light

Bloomberg

■ Workers picket outside a Boeing Co. facility during a strike in
Everett,Washington, US, on September 16.

Pfizer offloads $3.2b stake inHaleon

NEWYORK

Pfizer Inc. has raised about
£2.4 billion ($3.2 billion)
from the sale of Haleon

Plc shares, as it further reduces
its stake in the UK consumer
health company.

The US pharmaceutical firm
increased the number of shares
to 640 million from 540 mil-
lion after the sale had begun,
according to terms of the deal
seen by Bloomberg News. The
oversubscribed offering was
priced at £3.80 per share, a dis-
count of about 3.3 per cent to
Monday’s close, according to a

statement Tuesday. Separately,
Pfizer said it plans to sell 540
million shares in Haleon Plc,
as it pares back its holding in
the UK consumer health giant.
The latest transactions reduce
Pfizer’s stake in the maker of
Panadol pain relief tablets and
Centrum vitamins to 16.2 per
cent from 22.6 per cent.

Trading lower
Shares of Haleon, which was

formed from a combination of
GSK Plc and Pfizer’s consum-
er-health units, traded 0.5 per
cent lower yesterday morning

in London, at £3.91 each. The
deal adds to more than $50 bil-
lion in sales of new and existing
shares in European listed com-
panies this year, a 2.3 per cent
increase on the corresponding
period in 2023, according to
data compiled by Bloomberg.

In March, Pfizer began trim-
ming its ownership of Haleon,
selling more than £2.8 billion
worth of shares and American
depositary shares in the com-
pany. The US firm is not selling
any ADS in the current offer-
ing, the statement shows.

GSK has also sold down its
holdings of Haleon, complet-
ing its separation from the con-
sumer health company in May
with share sales raising nearly
£4 billion in total. Haleon also
said it will buyback £230 mil-
lion of shares.

—Bloomberg

US pharmaceutical
firm increased the
number of shares to
640m from 540m

Thai Airways plans
share sale of $1.3b
to exit debt revamp

BANGKOK

Thai Airways Internation-
al Pcl plans to issue new
shares worth at least 42

billion baht ($1.3 billion) to
creditors and other investors
by December, a major step
toward exiting a court-mon-
itored debt restructuring and
resumption of trading in its
shares.

The carrier will offer about
6.81 billion new shares to
creditors under a debt-to-
equity swap, according to
its regulatory filing Monday.
These stocks are priced at
2.5452 baht each, valuing the
offering at 17.3 billion baht, it
said.

Another 9.82 billion new
shares will be for existing
shareholders, employees and
other investors in a private
offering. While the company
didn’t specify the share price
for this offering in the regu-
lator filing, it said in a sepa-
rate statement that the stocks
will not be priced lower than
2.5452 baht each. The com-
pany expects to complete both
the share sales by Dec 31.

Bankruptcy protection
The airline has also re-

served 14.9 billion new shares
for the mandatory debt-to-
equity swap by its main cred-
itors including Thailand’s
Finance Ministry, the carrier
said. The ministry will con-
vert about 12.8 billion baht
of its debt into new shares,
while the remainder will go to
other creditors, Thai Airways
said in the statement.

The Thai flag carrier aims to
emerge from its court-moni-

tored debt-restructuring plan
in 2025, five years after it filed
for bankruptcy protection. The
state-controlled airline had
posted losses from operations
every year from 2013, which
were worsened by the Covid
pandemic that forced it to seek
bankruptcy protection.

The airline has benefited
from a post-pandemic travel
boom, helping boost its earn-
ings and cash flows since 2023.
The turnaround has prompted
Thai Airways to order a new
fleet of Boeing and Airbus jets
to expand its services to newer
routes and locally.

Thai Airways aims to ex-
pand its fleet to 116 aircraft
by 2027, Chai said, bigger
than its pre-Covid size of 103,
Chief Executive Officer Chai
Eamsiri has said. It expects to
operate 79 jets by the end of
2024.

“The debt-to-equity swap
and new share offering will
help Thai Air achieve its debt
restructuring process by
turning shareholders’ capi-
tal into a surplus,” Piyasvasti
Amranand, a court-appoint-
ed debt administrator, said
in the statement. The share-
holders equity had a deficit
of about 40 billion baht as of
June 30, he said.

The improving finances
and capital-raising plan will
accelerate the resumption of
trading in the airline’s shares
in 2025, which have been
suspended since May 2021,
according to Piyasvasti.

—Bloomberg

Carrierwill offer about
6.81b newshares
to creditors under a
debt-to-equity swap

■ The Thai flag carrier aims to emerge from its court-
monitored debt-restructuring plan in 2025.

■ Boeing Co. signage
outside the company’s
manufacturing facility in
Renton,Washington, US,
last month.
Bloomberg

116
aircraft will be the size
of Thai Airways fleet by
2027

£3.80
per share was the price
of the oversubscribed
offering
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ISRAEL MUST RESPECT
MULTILATERALISM
Nentanyahu should realise that lasting peace comes through diplomacy, not military action

The Israeli-Lebanese conflict has once
again brought the world to a critical
juncture, reminding us of the fragil-
ity of peace and the importance of
collective diplomacy. As violence es-

calates along the Israel-Lebanon border and
in Gaza, Israel continues its military strikes on
Hezbollah strongholds, even after assassinat-
ing Hassan Nasrallah, and indiscriminately
bombards civilian areas while planning a land
incursion. This approach, far from guarantee-
ing security, exacerbates regional tensions and
undermines global efforts to restore peace. In
this volatile moment, it is imperative that Isra-
el rethinks its unilateral actions and embraces
multilateralism.

For decades, the Israeli-Lebanese conflict
has been marked by sporadic violence, deeply
rooted political instability, and the involve-
ment of Hezbollah, a powerful non-state actor
backed by Iran. Israel regards Hezbollah as a
terrorist organisation. The conflict is emblem-
atic of the broader instability in the Middle
East.

The recent 79th session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly (UNGA) placed the Is-
raeli-Lebanese conflict squarely on the global
diplomatic agenda. In a rare moment of unity,
countries such as the United States, France, the
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Japan, and Germany
called for an immediate 21-day ceasefire. This
collective demand highlights the urgent need
for diplomacy to curb escalating violence, yet
Israel remains unwilling to compromise.

Israel’s refusal to heed global calls
Israel’s reluctance to engage meaningfully

with international efforts for peace is dan-
gerous. Unilateral actions, such as continued
military strikes on civilian areas and targeted
killing of Hamas and Hezbollah leadership,
deepen divisions rather than bridge them.

The consequences of ignoring multilateral-
ism extend beyond immediate security con-
cerns. Secretary-General António Guterres
warned that “hell is breaking loose in Leba-
non,” and his statement underscores the se-
verity of the humanitarian crisis exacerbated
by Israel’s military actions. The destruction of
civilian infrastructure, the loss of homes, and
the decimation of public utilities only fuel
further desperation and anger.

In this context, multilateral frameworks,
particularly through the UN, offer the best
path forward. The UN, despite its imperfec-
tions, remains the most effective platform for
resolving complex conflicts that involve mul-
tiple state and non-state actors.

The international community has long pur-
sued a two-state solution as a cornerstone of
peace in the region, and this remains a viable
path forward. However, such a solution will
remain elusive unless Israel commits to col-

lective dialogue and mutual compromise.
The recently adopted “Pact for the Future”

at the UNGA is a step towards restoring faith
in multilateralism. The pact aims to reinvig-
orate the UN’s capacity to address intercon-
nected global crises — ranging from geopo-
litical tensions to climate change and health
threats. Its underlying message is clear: no
one nation can tackle these challenges alone.
Multilateralism, which emphasises collective
responsibility and decision-making, is the
only way forward in an increasingly polar-
ised world. Yet, the success of this framework
depends on nations like Israel recognising its
value.

A threat to global security
Israel’s continued defiance of international

calls for a ceasefire risks triggering a larger re-
gional conflict that could draw in more global
powers. This not only threatens regional sta-
bility but also global security.

Many argue that multilateral institutions
like the UN have lost their relevance, often
paralysed by the vetoes of major powers or
bogged down in bureaucratic processes. While
these criticisms are not unfounded, abandon-
ing multilateralism in favour of unilateral ac-
tions would be a grave mistake. The solution to
the Israeli-Lebanese conflict — and the broad-

er Israeli-Palestinian issue — lies in reforming,
not discarding, multilateral diplomacy.

The international community, particularly
Israel’s allies, must take a more active role in
promoting peace. Nations like the United States
and key European powers, which have long
provided diplomatic cover for Israel, must now
leverage their influence to push for compliance
with international law. Continued political and
military support without accountability risks
enabling further atrocities and eroding the le-
gitimacy of international governance.

Tel Aviv must recognise that multilateral di-
plomacy, not unilateral military action, offers
the best path to lasting peace. The calls for a
ceasefire from leading nations cannot be ig-
nored, and Israel’s failure to engage construc-
tively risks not only further violence but also
global isolation. The world is at a crossroads:
we can either allow the cycle of violence to
continue, destabilising both the Middle East
and global peace efforts, or we can recommit
to multilateralism as a means to achieve en-
during peace.

Israel, like its adversaries, must choose the
latter. The stakes are simply too high for any-
thing less.

■Ashok Swain is a professor of peace and
conflict research at UppsalaUniversity, Sweden.

BY ASHOK SWAIN | Special to Gulf News
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Nasamission:
Boeing failure,
SpaceX’s gain
US space agency turns to ElonMusk’s
SpaceX to rescue astronauts stranded by

Boeing’s faulty Starliner capsule

It’s been a tough few months for Boeing, and their
latest failure in space has left Nasa scrambling for
alternatives. Two astronauts, Butch Wilmore and
Suni Williams, have been stuck aboard the Inter-
national Space Station (ISS) since June, waiting for

a way home. They were supposed to return in Boeing’s
much-hyped Starliner capsule, but a series of technical
mishaps forced Nasa to rethink.

Originally, the plan was simple: Wilmore and Wil-
liams would take Boeing’s Starliner on a short trip home
after completing their mission. But things quickly went
awry. During the Starliner’s first crewed test flight, is-
sues cropped up. Thruster failures and helium leaks
meant the spacecraft wasn’t safe to bring the astronauts
back. Faced with serious risks, Nasa made the tough call
to abandon the Starliner for the time being.

With their original ride back to Earth grounded, Wil-
more and Williams have had to sit tight, extending what
should’ve been a week-long mission to a gruelling eight
months. Meanwhile, Boeing’s capsule returned to Earth
earlier this month — empty.

Enter SpaceX. Nasa turned to Elon Musk’s space ven-
ture to save the day. On Saturday, SpaceX launched its
Dragon capsule with a crew of two astronauts, leaving
two empty seats reserved for Wilmore and Williams.
The capsule docked smoothly with the ISS on Sunday,
soaring 265 miles above Botswana. For the stranded as-
tronauts, this was surely a welcome sight after months
of uncertainty. SpaceX’s Dragon capsule will now stay
docked at the ISS until next year, at which point it will
ferry Wilmore and Williams back to Earth. It’s not an
ideal situation, but it’s a far better option than risking
their lives in Boeing’s troubled Starliner.

Boeing’s string of disappointments
In an ironic twist, two Nasa astronauts had to be

pulled from their mission to make room for Wilmore
and Williams on the Dragon’s return flight. Their seats,
originally planned for a different crew, were reassigned
in light of the Boeing mishap.

For Boeing, this is just the latest in a string of disap-
pointments. The Starliner programme has seen delay af-
ter delay, and now, safety issues have thrown yet another
wrench into the works. The company has been trying to
establish itself as a major player in Nasa’s commercial
crew programme, but SpaceX has been consistently out-
shining them. While Boeing stumbles, SpaceX continues
to deliver reliable solutions, proving to Nasa that it’s the
go-to partner for space missions.

This whole episode raises some uncomfortable ques-
tions about Boeing’s future in space exploration. Can
they bounce back from this? Or is Nasa’s trust in the
aerospace giant beginning to wane?

For now, SpaceX is the one saving the day. But as Boe-
ing struggles to get its act together, it’s clear that Nasa’s
reliance on Elon Musk’s company is only set to grow.

■ Ahmad Nazir is a UAE based freelance writer, with a
degree in education from the Université deMontpellier in
Southern France.

BY AHMAD NAZIR | Special to Gulf News
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ONGULFNEWS.COMInaction fuels crime in India’s capital
Themurder of a policeman and a string of shootings highlight the worsening law and order situation in Delhi

Delhi, besides being the
capital of India, the
most populous nation
in the world, is a city
with a grand and glo-

rious history. As the seat of great
empires since ancient, prehis-
toric times, it is older than Rome
and boasts as many surviving
monuments. It has beautiful
gardens, broad boulevards, and
a densely inhabited medieval
Mughal city, Shahjahanabad,
nestling right in its midst.

Delhi is home to over 20 mil-
lion inhabitants. It is also a city
I love, having come of age here,
arriving as a 17-year-old fresh-
man at St. Stephen’s College,
Delhi University, over four dec-
ades ago.

That is why, like many Delhi-
ites, I am deeply concerned and
distressed by the steady rise of
crime in the capital.

On September 29, just a
couple of days ago, Sandeep, a
30-year-old Delhi Police con-
stable on a motorcycle, was
killed in the North-Western
district of Nangloi. CCTV foot-
age shows a speeding WagonR
smashing into him, dragging
him for 10 metres, before it col-
lided with another car.

The car is now in police
custody, but both the driver
and co-passenger are missing.
Sandeep is survived by a wife, a
five-year-old son, and a mother.

On September 28, in the
same Nangloi area, there was a

shooting at the Roshan Halwai
sweet shop. Two motorcycle-
borne criminals fired several
rounds from a semi-automatic
pistol at the shop’s counter. For-
tunately, no one was killed or
injured. Acting swiftly, the Spe-
cial Cell of the National Capital
Region apprehended the sus-
pects.

Extortion attempts
After the shooting, police

recovered an extortion note
from the assailants signed in
the names of Ankesh Lakra and
Deepak Boxer. Boxer, who has
been extradited to India, is cur-
rently in jail, as is Lakra. If so,
how are they masterminding
operations from behind bars?

Hours earlier, near New Del-
hi’s Indira Gandhi International
Airport, gangsters opened fire
on the Impress Hotel in Mahipal-
pur. It is alleged that the Law-
rence Bishnoi-Goldy Brar crime
syndicate is behind the attack.
The motive? Clearly, extortion
and protection money. It was
reported that last year, Brar had
allegedly demanded 20 million
rupees from the hotel owner.

Just a day earlier, a luxury
car showroom, “Car Street
Mini,” was attacked in Naraina,
West Delhi. The note the at-
tackers left behind read, “Bhau
Gang, Since 2020,” referring to
the Portugal-based Himanshu
Bhau, a fugitive from India since
2022.

The Delhi Police is a huge
force of close to 100,000 uni-
formed personnel, directly un-
der the control of the central
Home Ministry, led by Minister
Amit Shah. If so, why is the law
and order situation so deplora-
ble? Could it be due to the polit-
ical rivalry between the ruling
BJP and the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), which governs the state?

I certainly hope not. Delhi’s
citizens deserve better. The au-
thorities must act swiftly to se-
cure our national capital from
the clutches of criminal ele-
ments and lawlessness.

■ Makarand R. Paranjape is
a noted academic, author and
columnist.

_____•_____

BY MAKARAND R. PARANJAPE | Special to Gulf News
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IRANATTACKON ISRAEL
ESCALATESTHREATOF
WIDERREGIONALWAR

ISRAEL VOWS
TO RESPOND
FOLLOWING
THEMISSILE

STRIKES,
EVEN AS IRAN
THREATENS
TO CARRY
OUTMORE
‘CRUSHING
ATTACKS’
IF ISRAEL

RETALIATES

JERUSALEM

P resident Joe Biden
ordered the US mili-
tary yesterday to “aid
Israel’s defence” and
shoot down Iranian

missiles targeting Israel, the
White House said.

Biden and Vice-President
Kamala Harris, the Democratic
nominee in next month’s US
presidential election, are both
monitoring Iran’s attack on Is-
rael from the White House situa-
tion room, it said in a statement.

Biden’s directive came after
Israel faced a barrage of missiles
from Iran, the Israeli military
and Iranian state media said,
the latest escalation after Israeli
raids against Iran-backed mili-
tants in Lebanon.

Iran’s official news agency
IRNA said it had launched “a
missile attack on Tel Aviv”, Is-
rael’s commercial hub.

4 shot dead inTelAviv
Just before the missile strikes

began, at least four people were
shot dead in a suspected attack
in Tel Aviv, police said, adding
that the two assailants had been
“neutralised”.

“Four civilians were killed
by gunfire from two terrorists.
Additionally, there are seven
injured individuals in varying
degrees of severity according to
medical sources. Both terrorists
have been neutralised on site,”
police said in a statement.

Israel vowed to retaliate fol-
lowing the missile attack, with
an army spokesman saying it
would respond at the time and
place of its choosing.

“This attack will have con-
sequences. We have plans, and
we will operate at the place and
time we decide,” said Israeli
military spokesman Rear Admi-
ral Daniel Hagari.

In response, Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guards threatened to
carry out “crushing attacks”
against its arch-foe if it retali-
ates for the missile strikes.

“If the Zionist regime reacts
to Iranian operations, it will face
crushing attacks,” the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) said in a statement car-
ried by the Fars news agency.

Celebrations in Lebanon
Celebratory gunfire erupted

from Beirut’s southern suburbs,
Lebanese state media said, after
Iran’s attack on Israel.

“Heavy gunfire heard from
automatic weapons from areas
of the southern suburbs, rejoic-
ing in the missile launch from
Iran towards Israel,” Lebanon’s
National News Agency said. An
AFP correspondent also report-
ed the sound of gunfire from the
Hezbollah bastion.

Earlier yesterday, the Israeli
military said troops had start-
ed “targeted ground raids” in
south Lebanon, across Israel’s
northern border, though offi-
cials have provided few details

Evacuations from Lebanon:What countries are doing for their citizens

PARIS

Israel launched a ground of-
fensive in Lebanon yesterday,
escalating a conflict against

Hezbollah after a week of air
strikes that killed hundreds. Sev-
eral countries have begun evacu-
ating their nationals from Leba-
non or are planning to do so.

Britain
Britain has chartered a com-

mercial flight for its nationals
that will depart from Beirut to-
day. The UK government has said
further flights may be arranged,
depending on demand.

It said it would prioritise
“vulnerable British nationals”
for today’s flight. Last week,

London announced the deploy-
ment of 700 soldiers to Cyprus
to prepare for a possible evacu-
ation of its citizens.

Canada
Canada has reserved 800 seats

on commercial planes for its citi-
zens. About 45,000 Canadians
are in Lebanon. The Canadian
military has set up emergency
resources in Cyprus if commer-
cial flights are interrupted.

Germany
On Monday, Germany flew

out its Beirut embassy’s non-
essential staff, their depend-
ants and some of its citizens
in Lebanon with medical con-
ditions. About 110 passengers
boarded the German air force
A321 plane, which landed in
Berlin late in the evening.

The Beirut embassy re-
mained operational to help the

estimated 1,800 German citi-
zens in Lebanon.

Japan
Japan is urging its citizens to

leave Lebanon on commercial
flights and is preparing military
flights for their possible return,
the government said on Friday.

C-2 military transport planes

have been ordered to go to Jor-
dan and Greece to be on stand-
by in case Japanese nationals
— numbering around 50 —
need to be transported out.

Philippines
The Philippines vowed last

week to evacuate 11,000 citi-
zens from Lebanon the moment
Israeli forces crossed the border
to launch a ground offensive.

“A ground invasion will lead
to mandatory repatriation,”
Foreign Undersecretary Ed-
uardo de Vega said on Friday,
adding the plan was to move
thousands out via the sea.

Around 90 per cent of na-
tionals in Lebanon are female
domestic workers.

Portugal
Portugal evacuated 44 people

from Lebanon — 28 nationals
and their families — by military

plane via Cyprus on Saturday
evening.

Bulgaria
A total of 89 Bulgarians evac-

uated from Lebanon — mostly
families with children — arrived
in Sofia late Monday. A govern-
ment plane was expected to
make a second flight yesterday.

Around 400 Bulgarians live
in Lebanon, and 160 of them
said they want to be evacuated.

Refugees
The United Nations Refugee

agency said around 100,000
people had fled to Syria from
Lebanon due to the air strikes.
The UNHCR representative in
Syria said most evacuees were
women and children. Around 80
per cent were Syrians and 20 per
cent Lebanese. Some 210,000
Palestinians live in informal set-
tlements in Lebanon. —AFP

Govts are doing all
they can to help
nationals to safety

AFP

■ Passengers disembark a Bulgarian government evacuation
flight from Lebanon, at Sofia airport on Monday.

AFP

■ People take cover behind vehicles under a bridge along the
side of a highway in Tel Aviv yesterday.

of the scale of the operation or
its time frame.

The Israeli ground offensive
came despite growing calls for
de-escalation after a week of
air strikes that killed hundreds
in Lebanon, including Hassan
Nasrallah, the powerful leader
of Iran-backed militant group
Hezbollah.

In Lebanon, the UN peace-
keeping mission said the Israeli
offensive did not amount to a
“ground incursion” and Hez-

bollah denied any troops had
crossed the border.

A Lebanese army source told
AFP the force had “not observed
any penetration by Israeli en-
emy forces”.

Calls for restraint
There was no way to imme-

diately verify the claims, which
came as Israel struck south Bei-
rut, Damascus and Gaza, despite
international calls for restraint
to avoid a regional conflagra-

tion. “We fear a large-scale
ground invasion by Israel into
Lebanon would only result in
greater suffering,” said UN hu-
man rights office spokeswoman
Liz Throssell.

Israel’s defence minister
warned the fight was far from
over, even after a massive strike
on Beirut killed Nasrallah on
Friday.

Israel seeks to dismantle
Hezbollah’s military capabili-
ties and restore security to the

north, where tens of thousands
have been displaced by nearly a
year of cross-border fire.

The Israeli military said its
forces, backed by air strikes and
shelling, carried out “limited,
localised, targeted operations”
in Lebanon.

To “enable the continuation
of operational activity” against
Hezbollah, the military later an-
nounced it was calling up four
additional brigades to the bor-
der. —AFP

BEIRUT

ASyria war monitor
said six people, in-
cluding three civil-

ians, were killed in Israeli
strikes early yesterday, tar-
geting Damascus and its vi-
cinity, amid fears of broader
Israeli raids on the country.

The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said the
strikes targeted two vehi-
cles in Damascus’s upscale
Mazzeh district, as well as
“air defence batteries at the
(city’s) airport, and the vi-
cinity of the Kisweh area”,
south of the capital.

“Three civilians includ-
ing a media worker” were
killed, as well as three
pro-Iran fighters, said the
Britain-based Observatory,
which relies on a network
of sources inside Syria.

Syrian state media had
earlier reported that three
civilians were killed in Is-
raeli air strikes and nine
others wounded, citing a
military source.

“The Israeli enemy
launched an air aggression
with warplanes and drones
from the direction of the
occupied Syrian Golan,
targeting several points
in Damascus,” the official
news agency Sana said.

State television said one
of its anchors, Safaa Ah-
mad, was “martyred in the
Israeli aggression”, it said.

Destruction all around
AFP correspondents

heard four rounds of bom-
bardment over around half
an hour, resonating across
the Syrian capital.

In the Mazzeh neigh-
bourhood, home to Syrian
security headquarters and
embassies, an AFP corre-
spondent saw two mini-
buses burnt to cinders.

A resident of a building
that was hit, a 57-year-old
who gave his name as Abu
Mohammad, told AFP: “We
heard the sound of a strong
blast that threw me onto
the floor, and seconds later,
we heard people scream.”

“From our balcony, we
saw fire everywhere,”
he said of himself and
his family.

“We found a dead lady
on the first floor with her
children screaming beside
her, but we couldn’t do an-
ything for her.” —AFP

3 civilians
among 6 dead
as Israel strikes
Damascus

SORROW IN SYRIA

AFP

■ This picture taken from theWest Bank city of Hebron shows
projectiles above the Israeli city of Ashdod yesterday.

■ Israeli border
guards deploy

at the scene
of a shooting

attack outside Al
Nuzha mosque

along Jerusalem
Boulevard in

Jaffa, south of Tel
Aviv yesterday.

AFP
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Stormpolitics: Biden, Trump
trade barbs as Helene kills 130
TRUMPSAYSBIDENSLEEPING,HARRIS RAISINGPOLLFUND; PRESIDENTHITS BACK
VALDOSTA

T he death toll from a
devastating storm
that battered the
southeastern United
States climbed to at

least 130 on Monday, as the
disaster became a hot topic in
an already bitter election cam-
paign, with the White House
angrily refuting claims it had
been slow to respond.

With hundreds still unac-
counted for across several
southeastern US states and the
death toll climbing, President
Joe Biden announced he would
travel to storm-ravaged North
Carolina today to monitor res-
cue efforts.

Trump ‘lying’
Biden also accused former

president Donald Trump of
spreading lies, after the Re-
publican presidential candidate
charged, without evidence, that
the federal government was ig-
noring the disaster brought on
by Hurricane Helene and deny-
ing help to his supporters.

“He’s lying,” Biden told re-
porters in the Oval Office, add-
ing that he had spoken to North
Carolina governor Ray Cooper
“and he told him he’s lying. I
don’t know why he does it...
that’s simply not true, and it’s
irresponsible.”

At least 130 people were
killed by the storm and asso-
ciated flooding — 57 in North
Carolina, 29 in South Carolina,
25 in Georgia, 14 in Florida,

four in Tennessee and one in
Virginia, according to tallies
from local authorities and me-
dia reports compiled by AFP.

Emergency workers con-
tinued a grim search for hun-

dreds of people still unaccount-
ed for across the affected states,
where torrential rains brought
widespread havoc.

With Biden preparing to
head to North Carolina, Trump

on Monday visited Georgia, an-
other epicentre of the destruc-
tion — and both are among the
key swing states where the US
election will be decided in just
five weeks’ time.

“The federal government is
not being responsive,” Trump
told reporters. “The vice-pres-
ident, she’s out someplace,
campaigning, looking for mon-
ey,” he said, referring to his
election rival, Kamala Harris.

Harris cancelled campaign
events to return to Washington
Monday for a briefing on the
federal response.

Responding to Trump’s criti-
cism that he was “sleeping” in-
stead of dealing with the storm
damage, Biden defended his
decision to spend the weekend
at his home in Delaware, say-
ing he was working “the whole
time.”

Drowned in their homes
The sheriff’s office in Pinel-

las County, Florida published a
grim litany of the nine people
left dead there so far, almost all
of whom were found in their
homes.

Nearly all appeared to have
drowned, it said, while the oth-
ers were buried under debris.

In Georgia, residents faced
power cuts, supply shortag-
es, blocked roads and broken
communication lines in often
mountainous terrain. More
than 1.6 million households
and businesses remained with-
out power on Monday, accord-
ing to poweroutage.us. —AFP

AFP

■ Housespartially destroyedbyflooding followingHurricane
John inAcapulco,GuerreroState,Mexico, onMonday.

With typhoon Yagi battering Asia, storm Boris drenching parts
of Europe, extreme flooding in the Sahel and hurricane Helene
wreaking havoc in the US, September so far has been a verywet
month.

But while scientists can link some extremeweather events
directly to human-caused global warming, it remains too early to
draw clear conclusions about this soddenmonth.

“Youwill always have some sort of extremeweather events, but
their intensity has beenmagnified by global warming, especially in
the context of rainfall,” Paulo Ceppi from Imperial College London’s
Grantham Institute has told AFP. “That’s probably one of the
common drivers of these different events in very different parts of
theworld.” Early indications frommonthly data show some record-
breaking precipitation levels in the regions affected. —AFP

IS SEPTEMBER WETTER THAN USUAL?

SKoreawarnsNorthof
‘regimeend’ if it usesnukes

ONGULFNEWS.COM

NorthKorean
leaderKimJong
Unwould face the
endofhis regime
ifheeverusedhis
isolatedcountry’s
nuclearweapons
against theSouth,
Seoul’s president
saidyesterday. —AFP

S.Koreanpresident
warnsNorth of
‘regimeend’ if it
uses nukes

Defence ‘geek’ Ishiba becomes Japan PM

TOKYO

Japan got a new prime min-
ister yesterday, with Shigeru
Ishiba setting out to jump-

start a lacklustre economy,
defuse a demographic crisis
and build an Asian Nato to face
down China.

Ishiba, 67, says he intends to
call a general election for Octo-
ber 27. He won a tight race on
Friday to lead the Liberal Dem-
ocratic Party (LDP), which has
governed almost continuously
for decades.

The former defence min-
ister outlined his policies at a
news conference late yester-
day, warning that “the security
environment surrounding our
country is the most severe since
the end of World War II”. “With
the Japan-US alliance as a foun-
dation, we will expand the cir-
cle of friendly and like-minded
countries, using diplomacy and
defence to realise the peace of
Japan and the region,” he said.

Just twowomen
Ishiba’s new cabinet of 19

ministers was announced after
the LDP-dominated parliament
approved his appointment. Just
two were women, who have
historically been poorly repre-

sented in politics and business
in Japan.

Foreign minister Yoko Kami-
kawa, one of five women in the
outgoing cabinet, was replaced

by Takeshi Iwaya. Katsunobu
Kato, who was health minister
during the Covid pandemic, was
named finance minister, while
Gen Nakatani took defence.

Ishiba, who has held at least
three previous ministerial posts,
tried and failed four times be-
fore to become LDP leader.

He finally succeeded this
time because, while a divisive
figure within the party, he is
relatively popular among voters,
analysts said, unlike his prede-
cessor Fumio Kishida.

Markets reacted negatively
to his selection, with the Nikkei
plunging almost 5 per cent on
Monday. The benchmark index
recovered yesterday, closing up
1.9 per cent. —AFP

Ex-defence chief
intends to call general
election for Oct 27

AFP

■ Shigeru Ishiba

PLAINS

The military flyover is
ready, the songs have
been rehearsed: Plains,

Georgia was waiting to cel-
ebrate Jimmy Carter’s 100th
birthday later yesterday,
when its hometown hero
becomes the only ever US
president to reach the cen-
tennial mark.

Carter’s longevity — he
announced he was going
into hospice care more than
19 months ago — has defied
all expectations. The former
peanut farmer and onetime
Georgia governor, known for
a strong sense of modest de-
cency, returned post-pres-

idency to the rural hamlet
— with a population of ap-
proximately 600 — and has
remained a steady and cel-
ebrated presence here since.

No longer regularly ap-
pearing in public, the Dem-
ocratic ex-president will
spend his birthday in the
home he and his late wife
Rosalynn had built in Plains
in the 1960s. —AFP

Former US President
Jimmy Carter turns 100
Hewill celebrate at his 1960s Plains home

23 feared dead in
Thai school bus fire

BANGKOK

Rescuers worked to re-
cover children’s bod-
ies from the charred

wreckage of a Thai school
bus yesterday after an acci-
dent turned the vehicle into
an inferno, with more than 20
feared dead.

A devastating blaze tore
through the coach on a high-
way in a northern Bangkok
suburb as it carried 38 children
— ranging from kindergarten
age to young teenagers — and
six teachers on a school trip.

The victims’ bodies were so
badly burnt that officials are
unable to give a precise death
toll yet. Interior Minister Anu-
tin Charnvirakul said 21 peo-
ple escaped from the blaze,
but 23 are still unaccounted
for and likely to be dead.

“Some of the bodies we res-
cued were very, very small.
They must have been very

young,” Piyalak Thinkaew,
who is leading the search, told
reporters, adding that the fire
started at the front of the bus.

“The kids’ instinct was
to escape to the back so the
bodies were there,” he said.

Horrific burns
Some of the children who

survived suffered horrific
burns to their faces, mouths
and eyes, doctors treating
them told local media.

The bus was one of three
carrying children from Wat
Khao Phraya Sangkharam
school in the northern prov-
ince of Uthai Thani on a field
trip to a science museum in
northern Bangkok.

The disaster began when
one of the bus tyres burst on
the highway around 12.30pm,
sending it crashing into a bar-
rier and triggering the infer-
no, rescuers said.

Prime Minister Paetong-
tarn Shinawatra said the gov-
ernment would pay for the
survivors’ medical treatment
and compensate the victims’
families. —AFP

‘Some of the bodies
we rescued were
very, very small’

AFP

■ Rescuers carry a victim’s body after a fire on a school bus
on the outskirts of Bangkok yesterday.

idency to the rural hamlet 

■ Vehicles damaged from
flooding and debris are
seen in the aftermath of
Hurricane Helene in Old
Fort, North Carolina.
AFP
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■ UAE golfer Rayhan Thomas, then an 18-year-old, finished in a share of second at the Asia-Pacific
Amateur Championship in 2018, just two shots behind champion Takumi Kanaya of Japan.

■ Rayan Ahmed ■ Abdulla Kalbat

Sutton: TenHagmust go forUnited to reach the top

DUBAI

Former Premier League striker
ChrisSuttoninsistsManches-
ter United must act quickly

to part ways with manager Erik
ten Hag, claiming the club won’t
reach top quality status until the
Dutchman is replaced.

The Red Devils’ 3-0 loss to
Tottenham Hotspur on Sunday
marked their second consecu-
tive home defeat by that score-
line and their eighth loss at Old
Trafford in their last 20 matches.

Beyond the humiliating score-
line, it was the manner of the de-
feat that has intensified the pres-
sure on ten Hag’s future. United
were completely outplayed and,
once again, showed little evi-
dence of progress since ten Hag
took charge in 2022.

Although United’s hierarchy
is standing by their manager for

now, Sutton believes it’s only
a matter of time before they’re
forced to part ways with him.

“I think the owners are going
to get egg on their face, so they
might as well get on with it,”
Sutton told BBC Radio 5 Live.

“They had faith in ten Hag and
in a short space of time it’s unrav-
elled. It’s not going to happen un-
der ten Hag, I think that’s pretty
evident. It’s who is out there at this
moment in time, who is better?

‘Utter dross’
“Gareth Southgate’s name

has popped up, Graham Potter,
Thomas Tuchel. I think he’s had
his time in fairness. You can’t
spend 600 million and still play
utter dross which is what Man-
chester United are doing.

“This is just going to rumble
on, Manchester United are not a
top quality team and until they
get a top quality coach in they
are not going to improve.”

One of the main criticisms
of ten Hag is his failure to get
United fully committed to his
footballing philosophy.

In contrast, managers like
Arne Slot, Enzo Maresca, and
Ange Postecoglou — who have all

taken charge of Premier League
clubs since ten Hag’s appoint-
ment — have already instilled
their distinct playing styles.

For Slot and Maresca, in their
debut Premier League seasons
with Liverpool and Chelsea, it
took just a few games to estab-
lish their teams’ identities.

While ten Hag is ultimately
to blame for this, Sutton also
called out Ineos, who took con-
trol of the sporting side of the
club earlier this year, for stick-
ing with him in at the end of the

2023/24 season, despite wide-
spread reports they planned to
replace the 54-year-old.

Instead, they handed him
a new contract shortly after
United’s surprise FA Cup final
victory over Manchester City, a
result credited with extending
ten Hag’s tenure. “This is his [ten
Hag’s] third season,” he added.

“Six hundred million odd
pounds later. I actually don’t think
it was the 3-0 score line, it was
how the whole game panned out.

“At the start of this season

you could put Tottenham and
United into a similar category.
But Ange Postecoglou has been
there a season less and you can
see what they are trying to do.

“Whether you agree with
everything Postecoglou does, in
terms of the way he sets his team
up, but they so have an identity.

“I don’t think this is on ten
Hag though, I think this is on In-
eos. They all must be talking to
each other at the top of the club.
In the summer, they were active-
ly looking for someone else. It’s
not that they rated ten Hag, but
he won the FA Cup.

“At this moment in time, if
we look forward three months,
can we honestly say that this
Manchester United team are
going to improve under ten Hag,
based on what he has spent and
what he has achieved?”

United’s defeat on
Sunday was their 8th
loss at Old Trafford in
their last 20 matches

BYTHOMASWRAGG
Associate Editor

AFP

■ Manchester United’s manager Erik ten Hag reacts during the
League Cupmatch against Barnsley at Old Trafford.

13th
place is United’s
position in the
Premier League table

DUBAI

India won the second Test
against Bangladesh in un-
der two days, thanks largely

to their aggressive Twenty20-
style approach. The Men in
Blue chased down their target
of 95 in just 17.2 overs, having
faced a total of 312 deliveries
— the fourth lowest in Test
history. Starting the day at 26
for two, Bangladesh’s innings
folded by lunch for 146, leav-
ing India with a modest target
to secure the win.

India reached their goal
with opener Yashasvi Jaiswal
scoring his second half-cen-
tury of the match. The cur-
rent Twenty20 world cham-
pions played the Test like the
shortest format, scoring at a
remarkable run-rate of 8.22.
This aggressive approach put
Bangladesh’s bowlers under
immense pressure.

After three rain-interrupt-
ed days, India’s bowlers also
capitalised on the situation,
adopting an attacking line
and maintaining relentless
pressure on their opponents.

Bangladesh’s all-rounder
Mehidy Hasan Miraz ac-
knowledged India’s strategy,
saying: “In Test cricket, we
see different scenarios and
today, it was like a T20. India
came with a plan and mind-
set of winning, the way they
scored runs from top to bot-

tom. We tried to restrict them,
but credit goes to them and
they are also a top team with
experienced and world-class
players.”

Aggressive approach
India’s aggressive ap-

proach is not new, as they
used a similar strategy to
defeat South Africa earlier
this year under coach Ra-
hul Dravid. However, the
new partnership between
skipper Rohit Sharma and
Gautam Gambhir appears to
have further enhanced this
tactic.

“When Rahul [Dravid] bhai
said he was done, we had a
fantastic time together. Then
life moves on … With Gau-
tam Gambhir, I’ve played
with him and I know what
sort of mindset he has. It’s
still early days, but it’s been
very fruitful,” Rohit Sharma
told the broadcasters after the
win. “The batters were will-
ing to take the risk, and we
were ready to give ourselves a
chance at a result.”

IndiauseT20-style
strategy inTests
Hosts clinch 2nd Test
by 7wickets against
Bangladesh despite
just two days of play

BYA.K.S. SATISH
Sports Editor

AFP

■ India’s Jasprit Bumrah celebrateswith teammates after their
victory over Bangladesh in the secondTest yesterday.

Thomasurges
UAEgolfers to
stay composed

24-YEAR-OLDFINISHEDRUNNER-UPAT
PRESTIGIOUSAMATEUREVENT IN2018

DUBAI

D ubai-born prodigy
Rayhan Thomas has
urged UAE golfers
Rayan Ahmed and
Abdulla Kalbat to not

be overawed by the Asia-Pacific
Amateur Championship, as the
duo prepare for their debut in
the prestigious event.

Created in 2009, the Asia-
Pacific Amateur Champion-
ship was established by the
Asia-Pacific Golf Confederation
(APGC), The R&A and the Mas-
ters Tournament to further de-
velop amateur golf in the Asia-
Pacific region.

Six years ago in Singapore,
Thomas, then an 18-year-old,
finished in a share of second
at the elite amateur event, just
two shots behind champion Ta-
kumi Kanaya of Japan.

It was a remarkable come-
back for the 2014 Emirates
Golf Federation Order of Merit
champion, who started the
tournament in disastrous fash-
ion with a four-over par 74 and
was well outside the cutline.

But over the next 54 holes,
Thomas made just two bogeys
and 17 birdies to surge up the
leaderboard with rounds of 64,
65 and 66. His share of second
was, and remains, the best-ever
finish by an Indian player in the
tournament’s history.

Fast forward to 2024, Thom-
as, who turned professional
earlier this season, has passed
on some words of wisdom to
the UAE contingent taking on
Taiheiyo Club Gotemba in Japan
this week for the 2024 edition.

“I would just tell them to
treat it like any other tourna-
ment,” Thomas told Gulf News.

“It’s a very prestigious event,
but at the same time, you just have
to look at it like a regular event.”

Kalbat is currently the high-
est ranked player from the UAE
on the World Amateur Golf
Ranking (WAGR) in 515th.

He became the youngest Emi-
rati to earn ranking, when just
16 years old, with victory at the
Junior Masters Golf Tour at The
Track, Medyan earlier this year.

Standout star
Meanwhile, Ahmed has been

one of the standout stars for
the UAE since representing the
country last year.

The 17-year-old secured both
the Individual Gold and Team
Gold at the GCC Golf Champi-
onship in Qatar in March, be-
fore narrowly missing the cut
at the Abu Dhabi Challenge on
his Challenge Tour debut af-
ter carding an impressive first
round four under par 66.

Since then, he has won the in-
augural GCC Youth Games and
featured in both the US Junior
Amateur Championship and US
Amateur Championship, becom-
ing the first player from the UAE
to play in the latter two events.

They will join in the field by
a host of star names, includ-
ing defending champion Jasper
Stubbs of Australia and four

players representing China in-
side the top 100 of the World
Amateur Golf Ranking: Wenyi
Ding, Xihuan Chang, Xiangyun
Bai and Paul Chang.

The champion this week will
receive an invitation to compete
in the 2025 Masters Tournament
and The 153rd Open, while the
runner(s)-up will gain a place in
Final Qualifying for The Open.

BYTHOMASWRAGG
Associate Editor

Itwas a
remarkable
comeback for
RayhanThomas,
who started
the tournament
in disastrous
fashionwith a
four-overpar
74andwaswell
outside the
cutline.

515
Abdulla Kalbat’s spot
inWorldAmateur
Golf Rankings

DUBAI

The second edition of the
DP World International
League T20 Develop-

ment Tournament provides
another opportunity to the
UAE future starts to showcase
their talents and impress the
ILT20 franchises ahead of
Season 3. Six teams will com-
pete in the 18-match tourna-
ment that will be played on a
single-league basis and be-
gins at the ICC Academy Oval
1 on October 6.

The teams were selected
via a draft last week — each
of the six sides comprises 15
players and includes UAE’s
star national players and DP
World ILT20 participants.

At the end of the tourna-
ment, another round of the
Player Selection Draft will
take place for the Season 3
of the DP World ILT20.

Chance to
prove their
mettle

BYA.K.S. SATISH
Sports Editor

■ 276— Eng vsWest Indies,
1935

■ 281— Ind vs South Africa,
2024

■ 300— South Africa vs
Zimbabwe, 2005

■ 312— India vs Bangladesh,
2024

■ 327—Australia vs South
Africa, 1932
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Freehold Plot
3mins FromE311 Road
InUmmAlQuwain

TownHouse
plot size 1,800 sq.ft.

AED 285,000
Villa

plot size 5,000 to 10,000 sq.ft.
AED 750,000 to 1,300,000
Payment plan available

Invest in future call to book today
Call 097155-8006373

31340853_1_1

VILLASTO LET

Others

ISTAREALTYOFFERS
BRANDNEWSHOP

FORRENT INKARAMA
Ready tomove-in,

250sq.ft. - AED 87,000 / year
210sq.ft. - AED 78,000 / year
with attached washroom.
Near Metro Station and
Lulu Hypermarket.

Contact: 058-8705064 /
050-3467998 /
054-2154992

31340874_3_1

Al Khail Mall, Lathifa Bint Hamdan Street, Al Quoz 4, Dubai, UAE
Contact: Leasing- 055-2211724 / 04-3468488, Email: leasing@alkhailmall.ae

• Shops spaces available in ground floor (facing main road)
from 3,050 sq. � suitable for any shop acövity.

• Shop spaces 302 Sq.�, 466 Sq.�, 468 Sq.�, 447 Sq.� & 946 Sq.� -
Ground floor suitable for any acövity.

• Restaurant spaces available 650 to 1118 sq. � suitable for fast food
counters or restaurants. • No Commission.

AL KHAIL MALL - COMMERCIAL SPACES AVAILABLE

31339959_2_4

SharedNonAC
Warehouse storage space

1,000 to 2,500 Sq. Ft.
Available for 3 to 6months

in DIP-1, Dubai

Contact:
050-2439729

3592878_1_1

31340863_1_1

Manpower
CompanyFor Sale
Established in 2015, based in

Abu Dhabi, registered with ADNOC
and several big companies
Price: 1.5 million Dirham.

Contact:
050-6220888

31340455_1_3

Required

FAMILYDRIVER (2Nos.)

Indian National

Email CVto:
cv@profileuae.ae

3592796_1_1

OFFICEMANAGER
Weare looking for a highly
motivated and experienced

OfficeManager to join our team!
* Must be a graduate.
* Fluency in English is essential
(both written and spoken).

* Strong computer knowledge is
required, with proficiency in
MS Office and other office
management software.
Send your resumeand

a cover letter to
kscmails@gmail.com

3592900_1_1

Driver, Pakistani male, with 7 years
UAE experience; good knowledge of
UAE roads; fluent in English, Urdu and
Arabic, is lookingforajob.058-8944471

3592889_1_1

Averywell-running
Automobile Garage
for sale in Ajman,

Al Jurf Industrial Area 3.
Space of garage: 141 square meters.

Interested parties
may please contact:

050-4630300 /050-3532359
31340901_1_1

Businessset-upwith freeconsultation
inmainland, free zone, offshore at low
cost packages. Call 055-4557883.

31340862_1_1

Cashier urgently required in
Sharjah. Visa provided. Contact:
055-6140999 or Email your CV to:
eaglerider2050@gmail.com

3592757_1_1

Experienced Accountant required for a
construction company in Dubai, UAE.
Please email your resume to:
hr.placementindubai@gmail.com

3592888_1_3

FEMALEACCOUNTANT
Required for a

Private Company in DMCC
Candidate should have

extensive knowledge of accounts,
Tally ERP software & books of accounts.

Email CVto:
alshebleybldg.999@

outlook.com
3592788_1_1

Driver, preferably Indian, with
experienceonDubai&AbuDhabiroads
in luxury cars, required for a VIP
Emirati family. Good salary and visa
provided. Contact: 050-2322523 /
Email: jake_ib900@hotmail.com

3592823_2_2

Female Driver, having UAE
driving license & experience
in working with a family,

required. Call: 050-3553007.
☛

3592885_1_1

Filipino Female Driver, with UAE
driving licence, required for a local
family. Visa will be provided. Contact:
050-5091122.

3592794_1_1

Civil Engineer, approved from RAK
Municipality G+4, required. Contact:
056-6829778

31340864_1_1

Required
1. ProjectManager

Civil Engineer, with 10 years
experience in fit-out villas,
aware of suppliers & knowledge
about the quality Control,
weekly reports work progress

2. Site Engineer
Visa can be provided

Email: hamaddxb@eim.ae
3592866_1_1

Required
SAFETYOFFICER
For a Construction Company.

With minimum 2 years experience
in Middle East region.

Email CVto:
careers@lmgd.ae

3592910_2_1

Required: Civil Engineer and Civil
Foreman,withmin. 5yearsexperience
in construction company in Sharjah &
Dubai, holding UAE driving license.
Call / WhatsApp: 050-5246618

3592904_1_1

ARCHIVIST
AND

COLLECTIONS
MANAGER

Urgently Required

Candidate must have
a degree in art history,

museum studies, or related
fields with good experience
in cataloguing and inventory

management.

Email CV to:
vacancy0924@gmail.com

3592782_1_1

Candidates should have
minimum 5 years

UAE/Gulf experience.
Send CV

info@teamengineering.ae

A Leading
Contracting

Company in Sharjah
urgently requires:

WORKSHOP
IN-CHARGE

3592905_1_1

Required for contracting company in
RAK the following staff: Aluminum
Foreman, Interior Designer, Black-
smith, Building Carpenter, HVAC
Technician, ACTechnician, Electrician,
Plumber, Blocks Mason, Marble &
Ceramic Foreman. Call: 056-6829778

31340865_1_1

Urgent Requirements
1.STOREPICKERS /
MERCHANDISERS
(MALECANDIDATESONLY) -
ECOMMERCE
Immediate joining
Valid visa holders
Age: 18 to 35 years
Proficient in reading and
understanding English
Capable of working in a cold store
environment
Salary Offered: AED 1100 to 1300

2.DELIVERYDRIVERS -
ECOMMERCE
Immediate joining
Valid UAE Manual D/L #3
Route knowledge and navigation skills
Age: above 25 years up to 40 years
Easy to speak and understand
English language
Benefits: Accommodation,
medical insurance,Visa and
transportation provided

Walk in for interviews From
(TuesdayOct. 1st –

SaturdayOct. 5th) 10 am to 1 pm
with your CV& relevant documents

Kibsons International LLC
ManamaStreet, RasAl Khor
Industrial Area# 2,Dubai

31340845_1_2

Urgently hiring
Female candidates

*Office Secretary
*Assistant Accountant

Candidates must have excellent
communication skills, Tally proficiency.

Salary, transportation and
work permit will be provided

SendCVto:
hrsme94@gmail.com

3592876_1_1

Urgently Hiring for amanpower
supply company in Sharjah

1. Accountant
2. Office Assistant /

Document Controller
(Arabic speaking preferred)
Candidate must haveminimum

2 years experience and
good communication skills in

English & Hindi. Preferably Keralite

Email CVto:
cvinfo116@gmail.com

3592879_2_2

Urgently Required
1. OUTDOORSALES FORRACKING

ANDSHELVING ITEMS
2. MIGWELDER
3. POWDERCOATINGOPERATOR
4. METALWORKFABRICATOR
5. BANDINGMACHINEOPERATOR

All candidates should have
relevant experience.

Contact: 050-2115567
Email CVto:

modernracking@gmail.com
3592793_1_1

Eureka Forbes - A leading Water
purification company is looking to hire
Salesman&Sales Lady, having experi-
ence in water field. Package: Salary +
Sales benefit. Please send CV's to:
eurekaforbesdxb@gmail.com
prakhar@hydrosco.com
For Interview, call us on 052-2203577

3592872_1_1

Required Receptionist Cum Secretary
fully conversant with English & Hindi
for DIP Office. Also thorough knowl-
edge in Computer applications like
MS Office. Please send CV to:
recruitment@tuleila.com

3592902_1_1

Asian Paints Berger is urgently
hiring for the belowposition:

1. Tinter
2. Maintenance

Technician
Candidates should have diploma
with 2-3 years of experience

preferably in Manufacturing Industry
Email CV to:

recruitment.hrapb@gmail.com
3592903_1_1

056-7709159 - We provide accounting
software, part-time accounting ser-
vices.Wespecialize in Focus andTally.

3592880_1_1

10+yrs.UAEexp.,FemaleAccountant,
on spouse visa,MBA, UAED/L, exp. in
Admin. / HR / Finance, seeks suitable
position in Dubai. Call: 055-9051192.

3592856_1_1

Accountant / Procurement
Specialist, Indian male,
MCom, with 6 years Dubai

exp. & UAE D/L, seeks job. Can join
immediately. Contact: 056-1356681
/ Email: anishir55@gmail.com

☛
3592769_1_1

Accounts / Finance Profes-
sional, Indian, 25+ years UAE
exp. in supervising accounts,

finance, taxation, inventory, etc.,
seeks suitable job. Contact: 050-
4949196 / nitinr69@hotmail.com

✪
3592851_1_1

Corporate Tax ready accounts finaliz-
ation, Balance Sheet, Profit and Loss,
Pending Accounts, ERP / software
system setup, CFO services, advisory
services by CPA, Indian. Call /
WhatsApp 0506976585 / 0505454609

3592795_1_1

Finance / Cost Accountant, expertise
inVAT/Tax,with14yearsUAEexperi-
ence, seeks job. Call: 050-2141804

3592870_1_1

FINANCEMANAGER / FINANCIAL
CONTROLLERSEEKS JOB
Chartered Accountant, Indian male,

with 16+ yrs. UAE exp. (overall 20+ yrs.),
exp. in contracting,manufacturing,marine,

manpower, security services, trading,
transporting, real estate, retail &

maintenance companies. Expertise in
Auditing, ERP implementation, Group MIS,
Budgeting VAT, Corporate tax and valid D/L.

Call: 058-2734706
3592790_1_1

INDIAN
CHARTEREDACCOUNTANT
With 38 years (20 years in UAE) post

qualification experience in the areas of
accounting, auditing, taxation, reporting to

management, etc.
Age 66 years (retired recently).

Seeks placement suitable tomy
age, qualification and experience.

Contact: +97150-5073834
pauledattukaran@yahoo.co.in

3592781_1_1

Indian female,MBA (finance)
w/ 6 yrs. UAE exp. in account-
ing, seeks job. 050-1965957.✪

3592855_1_1

Sr. Accountant, Indian male,
with 12 years GCC exp., upto
Finalization, Audit and MIS

reports, seeks job. 050-2252670.
✪

3592765_1_1

Project Cancel – Upon developer request

Dear clients
If you have any claims on the developer Name (Dubai Golf
City L . L . C ) developer Number (98) on the following
project/s:

Sr Project
No. Project Name Location

Plot
No.

1 1075
/98 Tilal Dubai Al Hebiah

Fiffth 465

Or have any dealings in any form with them please login to
Dubai Rest application:
• Chose Inquiry about a real estate project status.
• Search for Project
• Chose want to update buyer information request.

3592789_1_1

BUSINESS

JOBSVACANT

Driving

Managerial &
Supervisory

JOBSWANTED

Driving

BUSINESS

Business For Sale

Set-up

JOBSVACANT

Accountancy

Driving

Engineering&Technical

Managerial &
Supervisory

Miscellaneous

Sales&Marketing

Secretarial &Office

Skilled Labour

JOBSWANTED

Accountancy
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050 907 3739



10+ years UAE experienced
Store-keeper, Indian male,
UAE D/L holder, seeks suit-

able job. Contact: 050-7387305.
☛

3592892_1_1

Indian male, with 15+ years UAE
experience in shipping / logistics /
freight forwarding, seeks suitable job.
Contact: 050-4764701.

3592882_1_1

Production Manager, with 15 years of
GCC exp. in Exhibition, Fit-out Carpen-
try and Steel Structure, seeks job.
055-4129210 / lifedubai11@gmail.com

3592761_1_1

Senior Sales Manager, Indian
male, with total 21 yrs. exp.
(13 yrs. experience in UAE),

seeks suitable opening. Can join
immediately.Contact:052-1351950

✪
3592861_1_1

3592912_1_1

WEBUY
All Vehicles
ForCASH

Call Thomas on
050-5657613

31340178_3_4

31340868_1_10

31340872_1_1

Branch closure and DE - Registration
StarME (Branch), (License No: 50188) located at Dubai CommerCity, Dubai,
UAE, licensed with the Dubai CommerCity wishes to announce its decision
taken via board resolution passed at its Board meeting held on August 22,
2024 regarding closing down and DE - Registration of “StarME (Branch)”
Accordingly, any interested party who has a claim against the Company is
hereby requested to submit its outstanding claims within 45 days of notice by
registered post or contact:

Company Name (StarME (Branch))
Dubai, U.A.E

Tel No. 971502929758 | Email: ralph.joudet@etoilegroup.com
Claims received after expiry of the notice period of 45 days shall not be considered

3592901_1_1

31340798_1_1 31340871_1_8

31340869_1_8

31340870_1_9

Senior Quantity
Surveyor

8 years
experience

• Knowledge in Quantity Take
off + Pricing/variation claims

• Software’s knowledge:-
Planswift, AutoCAD

• MRICS certified, added
advantage

Quantity
Surveyor

3-5 years
experience

Senior Planning
Engineer

8 years
experience

• Proficient in Primavera P6,
Power BI

• PMP certified, added
advantage

Planning
Engineer

3-5 years
experience

* BE/B Tech in Civil engineering
* Experience in high rise building/hotel project construction is a must.

Walk-in Interview
Date Sunday : 06/10/2024 09.00 AM to 03.00 PM

Venue: Raviz Center Point Hotel
Email : gulfrecruituae@gmail.com

Khalid Bin Al Waleed Road - Al Mankhool, Dubai Tel: 04 388 7770

3592906_1_1

Filipino male, with manual
Driving licence + experience
in office & field work, seeks

suitable job. Contact: 055-8790383.
✪

3592891_1_1

050-3046476 - Indian in search of job
as Sr. HRManager, HR, Recruitment &
AdminManager, or Asst. HRManager,
with 15+ yrs. exp. in theUAEand3 yrs.
in Oman, UAE D/L, available in Dubai /
Abu Dhabi, and can join immediately.

3592869_1_1

Admin. Professional, Indian female,
with2yearsUAEexperience,seeksHR
/ Admin. job. Contact: 050-3802311 /
Email: laveenababu1995@gmail.com

3592812_1_1

Female Data Engineer, with 3+ years
experience in IT in business intelli-
gence (Skill Sets: Snowflake, SQL,
Power BI, DBT, AWS S3, IBM Info-
sphere CDC, Python, Data Migration),
seeksachallengingopportunity.Email:
sanmugapriya916@gmail.com

3592863_1_1
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Labelling South Indian ac-
tor Arvind Swami, known for
his roles in Roja and Bombay,
merely as the epic discovery of

seminal director Mani Ratnam feels
reductive.

However, that’s precisely what
happened when we sat down to
interview the actor in Dubai. Swami’s
chequered film career is marked by
a series of cinematic gems, many of
which were crafted by Ratnam. His
decision to make his acting comeback
in the Ratnam film,Kadal, following a
near-fatal automobile accident that
threatened his mobility, further ce-
ments this association. Given such a
profound history, it’s challenging not
to link him to a creative juggernaut like
Ratnam.

Yet, while in the UAE promoting
his new film,Meiyazhagan,along-
side actor Karthi, Swami chooses
not to dwell on these labels.

“I never took it [Mani Rat-
nam’s discovery tag] seri-
ously in the first place,” he
remarked in an interview
with GulfNews.

“How I am perceived
is not within my control.
So when people said
those kinds of things, I
never took it too hard.
I didn’t have to move
away from such labels
because I didn’t move in
there in the first place,”
he added.

RELUCTANTACTOR
Swami, clad in a

muted lime green jean
and a basic white T-shirt,
is what you call the “re-
luctant actor.” In it for the
joy of working in great films
and compelling narratives,
but not there to court fame,
adulation, or glory, Swami
claims he doesn’t enjoy the at-
tention and fanfare that comes
with being a public figure. The only
validation he seeks, perhaps, is the
approval from his viewers when he is
appreciated for his performance. He
claims he often introduces himself by
his name in public and doesn’t expect
everyone to know him.

“I enjoy the process of working in
the film, but I don’t really enjoy the
stardom. I’m still uncomfortable. I
don’t think of myself as a star. I just
want to focus on my work, move
forward, and do the next interesting
thing — be it acting or something else.
I want to pick and choose what I want
to do in life.”

SELF-IMPOSEDSABBATICAL
He didn’t limit himself to being

an actor alone. In 2000, he went
on a self-imposed sabbatical from
movies and chose to focus on his
entrepreneurial ambitions. He began
managing his father’s company, V D
Swamy and Company, and followed
it up with his own hit start-up. In
2005, he founded Talent Maximus, a
company focused on payroll process-
ing and temporary staffing in India,
and reportedly transformed it into a
$400-million-plus company.

“I don’t think of my business as just
a job. I don’t start out saying: ‘How do
I make money?’ I start out by saying:
‘How do I solve a problem?’ The rest
can be figured out later,” he said.

The actor, who made his Tamil
cinema debut in 1991 with Thalapathi
and followed it up with web series
like Navarasa, believes he marches to
his own tune. “I didn’t do a film for 13
years, and I wasn’t planning to make
a comeback with Kadal. It was just an
option provided by Mr Mani Ratnam,
and when you think you can’t do it,
you tend to challenge yourself. My
comeback was a challenge that I took
up for myself.”

INJURY,ANDAPURPOSE
“Between my cameo in Alai Pay-

uthey [2000] and Kadal [2013], a lot
happened. The most relevant thing
was that I had a spinal injury in 2005. I
was in bed for a couple of years. I had
a partial paralysis of my leg, among
other injuries. So when Kadal came
my way, it was more a challenge
internally on whether I could get back
into shape, get back my mobility,”
said Swami. He claims Kadal, which
opened to mixed reviews, instilled a
sense of purpose during this time.

“So that way,Kadal is more special
than some of my other hits. It helped
me get to another stage in my life.”

Just like Hollywood actor Chris-
topher Reeve, who suffered a spinal
injury during a horse-riding accident in
1995, or icon Jeff Bridges, who faced a
serious fall while filming, Swami also
made a remarkable comeback. His
struggle almost mirrored American
rapper Jason Derulo, who sustained
spinal injuries during a dance re-
hearsal, and bounced back on stage
through grit and resilience.

Swami says he isn’t familiar with
Derulo, but he relates to that struggle
where even getting out of bed to take
a shower meant “excruciating” pain.

“I would have to sit down, like three
or four times before I got from my bed
to the shower. Here’s when you realise
you take a lot of things for granted.
When you’re in that kind of excruciat-
ing pain, or when you don’t have full
control of your limbs, you get a differ-
ent perspective on life,” said Swami.

TWOHALF-MARATHONS
He remembers how he chose to run

two half-marathons afterKadal.
“I was in bed for two years, right … It

was not about training for a marathon;
it was more mental. Those last three
or four kilometres that you had to run
were done is when you reminded your-
self of the time when you couldn’t get

out of bed and walk 10 metres,” said
Swami. He went out on a limb, no train-
ing or coach, to prove that his mind
could be stronger than his tired body. “I
am sure there were better ways to do
it [run a half-marathon], but I needed
to do it for my satisfaction.”

Every choice that he makes today,
including taking on Meiyazhaganwith
Karthi, is a fully thought-out move.

“It’s a very rare script. You don’t get
stories like this, nor do you get oppor-
tunities to work in films like this.”

The film, directed and written by
C. Prem Kumar, is about two cousins
who bond as adults. In the film, Karthi
plays the good-hearted cousin, while
Swami plays his relative who returns

to his childhood home. Swami’s char-
acter carries emotional baggage, and
his troubled past shapes his present.
There’s no huge conflict or supervil-
lains in this film, but it’s not often that
you get to work in a simple film about
two people finding each other.

ALL INTHEWRITING
“The story will touch you on differ-

ent levels. No sensible actor will think
twice about taking on this film … The
easiest thing to do is mount a movie
on a large canvas with 20 characters
and multiple fights … But to write a
movie that expands a thin line about
two cousins meeting and make it
interesting for two or more hours, is
about writing and execution,” he said.

According to the actor, the testa-
ment to a riveting film is all in the writ-
ing. His pet peeve? Directors who act
out the scenes for the actors to ape.
His other pet-peeve: He’s not one to
embrace ‘wokeness’ for its own sake;
he finds the concept of “72 gender
pronouns” perplexing and questions
the extensive classifications.

But none of this comes from a
mean space.

This actor gives off this infectious
‘live-and-let-live’ vibe. In no mood to
leave any lasting legacy as an actor, all
he hopes is to play roles, in all its glori-
ous complexities.

His pragmatism extends to his
philosophy on the fleeting nature of
fame. “Just forget about me. Move on
to the next person who’s entertaining
you ... I don’t want to be remembered.
I know that it doesn’t make a differ-
ence even if I am not here or whether
anyone remembers me.”

ByManjushaRadhakrishnan
Entertainment Editor

The easiest thing
to do ismount a

movie on a large canvas
with 20 characters and
multiple fights …But
towrite amovie that
expands a thin line about
two cousinsmeeting and
make it interesting for two
ormore hours, is all about
thewriting and execution.”
ARVINDSWAMI ★ Actor

Actor talks about
overcoming

personal
challenges

and taking on
emotionally

complex roles, like
in ‘Meiyazhagan’

ARVINDSWAMI
ONBOUNCING
BACKAFTER
ASPINAL
INJURY

Arvind Swami and Karthi play
cousins inMeiyazhagan, a simple
filmwith a rare script about two
people finding each other.

Arvind Swami called for the urgent need for safe and comfortable
environments within the film industry.

“You need to provide an environment where people are comfortable.
Whatever the situation is, ensure that help is available, and that everyone
on your set feels at ease and has access to information on where to
seek assistance.”

As discussions around safety and accountability in the film industry gain
momentum in India, following the damning revelations of sexual misconduct
on film sets and gender discrimination by the Hema Committee in Kerala, this
actor has emerged as a crucial voice advocating for the establishment of safe
and supportive workplaces,

The actor stressed on the importance of establishing clear guidelines and
educating all individuals about the necessity of common spaces for open
dialogue.

“It’s always better to meet in public places. This helps avoid situations that
could lead to discomfort,” he explains.

Swami is clear that these guidelines are not just for women, but are relevant
for everyone involved. “Ultimately, it’s about ensuring everyone understands
what’s acceptable behaviour and what’s not,” he asserts.

And what’s a good start? “Recognise when someone is uncomfortable,
and educate people on how to cultivate spaces where everyone can feel safe
and respected.”

ARVIND SWAMIADVOCATES FORSAFE, SUPPORTIVE
WORKPLACESANDCOMMONSPACES FOROPENDIALOGUE

Scan the QR code to
watch Arvind Swami
in conversationwith
Gulf News

Meiyazhagan
is now
playing in
UAE cinemas

Don’t
miss
it!
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Calling all Green Day fans. The five-time
Grammy Award-winning American
rock band will perform in Dubai on
January 27, 2025, marking their first

concert in the Middle East and fans can now
enter a contest to win two VIP tickets, Gulf
News can exclusively reveal.

All you need to do is purchase two Golden
Circle or Regular Standing tickets as part of
the promotion, ‘When September Ends!’

Purchases made from October 1 to 14 will
be automatically entered into the draw for the
VIP upgrade. The concert will also feature a
performance from The Offspring.

Green Day’s performance celebrates the
20th anniversary of their hit, WakeMeUp
When September Ends, part of the American
Idiot album. Concertgoers can expect a setlist
that includes classic songs and tracks from
their latest album, Saviors.

LONGOVERDUE
“A Green Day concert in the region has been

a long time coming, and to have them finally
performing in Dubai is going to be a memora-
ble moment for so many people. We’re hugely
excited to give fans this special VIP opportu-
nity where the lucky winners, admittedly in
the least punk fashion, will enjoy one of the
best and most authentic concert experiences
out on global tour and in the coolest fan en-
closure,” said organiser Thomas Ovesen, CEO,
All Things Live Middle East, in a statement.

The concert will take place in an open-air
venue at Expo City Dubai, accommodating
30,000 fans.

It’s no secret that the iconic band has
shaped the landscape of punk rock since
their formation in 1986. Their breakout album,
Dookie, introduced mainstream audiences to
the genre, featuring hits like BasketCase and
When IComeAround. Green Day’s ability to
blend catchy melodies with poignant lyrics has
made them one of the most influential bands of
their generation, inspiring countless artists and
maintaining a dedicated fan base worldwide.

For ticket purchases and details, visit
greendaydxb.com.

Rock legends will perform
in Dubai on January 27,
marking their first concert
in the Middle East
ByManjushaRadhakrishnan
Entertainment Editor
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Actor Rajinikanth, 74, has
been admitted to a private
hopsital in Chennai after
experiencing abdominal
pain. Reports said, the
actor was to have under-
gone an elective proce-
dure following clearance
from a cardiologist due to a
heart-related concern.

Rajinikanth is expected to return home
soon after the completion of his medical
treatment. The actor initially visited the hos-
pital for digestive discomfort and was under
observation for further tests.

Rajinikanth is a cultural icon and one of
the most beloved actors in Indian cinema.
On the professional front, Rajinikanth has
been filming his upcoming movie, Coolie,
with director Lokesh Kanagaraj. A day before
his hospitalisation, the superstar had met
veteran filmmakers S.P. Muthuraman and
A.V.M. Saravanan. —M.R.

Actor Rajinikanth
hospitalised

Actor and Shiv Sena leader
Govinda underwent an
emergency surgery for a
bullet injury sustained
when he accidentally
shot himself in the leg at
his home in Mumbai after
his licensed gun misfired
early Tuesday morning.

In an audio message shared
by Shiv Sena (Eknath Shinde faction)
member Krishna Hegde, Govinda updated
his fans on his condition, saying, “With the
blessings of you all and my parents, the bul-
let has been removed. I thank the doctors
and you for keeping me in your prayers.”

The incident took place around 4:45 am
when Govinda’s licensed revolver accidentally
discharged while he was putting it back in the
cupboard, according to Mumbai Police. He
was preparing to leave for Kolkata at the time.

A Mumbai Police official also confirmed
that Govinda’s injury was not serious. —ANI

Govindahurt in
freak firing accident

from a cardiologist due to a 

In an audio message shared 
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