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SPACEX LAUNCHES
MISSION TO BRING
BACK SUNITAWILLIAMS

Falcon 9 rocket carrying Dragon
spacecraft lifted off from Cape
Canaveral with NASA astronaut
Nick Hague and Russian cosmonaut
Alexander Gorbunov on board,
leaving two seats empty for Sunita
Williams and Butch Wilmore. The
spacecraft will return with all four
in February 2025. By then, Williams
and Wilmore will have logged over
eight months in space | AFP
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Blow to Hezbollah’s command structure as

7th high-profile leader,

AGENCIES

TWO days after Hezbollah suf-
fered its biggest blow in recent
times in the loss of its long-
time chief Hassan
Nasrallah, yet another
high-profile leader of
the Lebanese group
was killed in an Israeli
air strike on Sunday.
Nabil Qaouk, the
deputy head of Hez-

Qaouk eliminated

Israel and its citizens,” Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) said in a
post on X. In the post announc-
ing his death, IDF warned that
it will continue to strike and
eliminate the Hezbol-
lah commanders.
Hezbollah also con-
firmed on Sunday that
another senior com-
mander Ali Karaki
was among those
killed along with Nas-

bollah’s Central Coun- rallah in Friday’s at-
cil was the seventh Sheik Nabil Qaouk tack. Among other
senior Hezbollah lead- senior figures killed
er to be killed in Israe- Iran seeks in recent are Nasral-
li attacks in a little UNSCmeet Ilah’s right-hand man
over a week. Hezbol- Fuad Shukr, head of
lah has confirmed Irar;gSg?]L;r;day the elite Radwan Force
Qaouk’s death. He was meeting of the Ibrahim Aqil.
killed in a targeted United Nations Israel has stepped
strike on Beirut on Security Council ~ UP its attacks on Leba-
Sunday. to discuss the ~ 1on in recent days,
Qaouk was one of carrying out anumber

the earliest members
of Hezbollah and led
the force against Isra-
el in the 2006 war.
Since 2020, he was un-

Has
Nasrall

killing of
Hezbollah leader

Israel’s ongoing

of air strikes on tar-
gets in southern Leba-
non and other parts of
the country.

Reports quoting

san
ah and

der US sanctions for attacks on Lebanon’s health min-
D . Lebanon . .

his involvement in istry said 24 people

Hezbollah’s activities. were killed on Sunday

“Qaouk was close to Hezbol-
lah’s senior commanders and
was directly engaged in terror-
ist attacks against the State of

in Israeliraids in Baalbek-Her-
mel. Israel said it hit over 120
Hezbollah targets in the latest
attacks. P9
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- WON’T DIE TILL MODI IS REMOVED: KHARGE

Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge, 83, on
Sunday fell unwell while addressing a poll rally
in Kathua. After receiving medical attention, he
said he is fine and won’t die till Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is removed from power. “l am 83
years, | am not going to die so early. | will stay
alive until PM Modi is removed...” he said |P7

EXPRESS READ

Cop, terrorist killed
in J&K encounter

Jammu: A terrorist, suspected to
be affiliated with the Pakistan-
based Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
outfit, was killed in a remote
village in Kathua district of
Jammu and Kashmir, officials said
on Sunday. The body of the
unidentified terrorist was
recovered from the scene of the
Saturday evening encounter at
Kog-Mandli in Billawar tehsil,
taking the death toll in the two-
day operation to two. Head
Constable Bashir Ahmad laid
down his life and two officers
were injured | P7

FAYAZ WANI @ Srinagar

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
Singh on Sunday said that In-
dia could have given a larger
bailout package to Pakistan
than what it is begging from
the IMF, had Islamabad main-
tained friendly rela-
tions with New Delhi.

“The money that Pa-
kistan is begging from
IMF, our government
has spent more money
than that in Jammu
and Kashmir,” Singh
said while addressing
an election rally in
border area of Gurez,
close to Line of Control in Jam-
mu and Kashmir on Sunday.

The IMF recently approved
$7 billion to Pakistan under a
37-month loan programme,
with $1 billion earmarked for
immediate disbursement.

“I am saying to my Pakistani
friends, why are you keeping

_.|_| h

Rajnath Singh

After Nasrallah, Would have given Pak more money than IME..
deputy chief dies

distance from us. You are our
neighbouring country. Our be-
loved leader and former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
used to say that you can change
the friends but not the neigh-
bours,” Singh said.

The defence minister said
that whatever money
the central govern-
ment spends in J&K, it
is for the region’s de-
velopment and to im-
prove the living stand-
ard of people.

“In contrast, Paki-
stan has been misus-
ing the financial as-
sistance granted to it
by other countries. After taking
money, Pakistan is running a
factory of terrorism,” he said.

In a stern warning to Paki-
stan, the defence minister said:
“Iwant to tell them that if a big
terrorist attack takes place in
India then we will strike inside
Pakistan”.

FIR filed against Snehamayi Krishna
surfaces amidst his battle with Siddu

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Mysuru

RTI activist Snehamayi Krish-
na, who recently secured a
court order to register an FIR
against Chief Minister Siddar-
amaiah in the MUDA site-allot-
ment case, has found himself
in a tight spot as it has come to
light that criminal charges
have been filed against him for
allegedly harassing a woman.
Though the woman, Lavanya,
filed a complaint with the Nan-

jangud police on August
21, 2024, and an FIR too
was registered the same
day, this news started do-
ing the rounds since Sat-
urday late evening in the
light of Krishna’s ac-
tions against
Siddaramaiah.

Lavanya has alleged in her
complaint that Krishna, along
with other accused, attacked
her, pulled her clothes, verbally
abused her and issued her death

threats, while she was
returning home from
court on July 18, 2024.
She has mentioned
in the complaint that
Krishna, along with
her mother in-law,
brother in-law and fa-
ther-in-law, has been harassing
her over a property dispute.
This also involves claims over
her husband’s death benefits
and her jewellery, which is cur-
rently under litigation. P4

Soon, transport
dept to start
slapping fines

AKNISREE KARTHIK
@B_engaluru

THOUGH riders have to manda-
torily wear a safety harness if
they are taking children who
are aged nine months to four
years on two-wheelers, the ma-
jority of motorists are not aware
of the rule. To make people fall
in line, the state transport de-
partment said it will soon start
slapping fines of Rs 1,000 on
those violating the rule.

Venkatesh M, a private com-
pany employee, who is a father
of two children -- both aged be-
low four years, said, “We are
not aware that such a rule ex-
ists. First, the transport depart-
ment should create enough
awareness about the impor-
tance of safety harnesses and
also about the mandatory rule.
Without creating awareness
and giving motorists sufficient
time, it is not fair to enforce the
rule and levy hefty fines.”

The rule mentions that the
safety harness should be certi-
fied by the Bureau of Indian
Standards and must have ad-
justable straps that can be al-
tered to the size and weight of
the child (up to 30 kg).

Additional Commissioner of
Transport (Enforcement) Mal-
likarjun C told TNIE that the
transport department will start
enforcing the rule soon. “We
have been creating awareness.
Those riding with children
have to use the harness to pre-
vent kids from falling off the
two-wheeler,” he added. P5
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Trenches being dug up by the police to prevent sand mining | Express
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Cops dig up trenches to curb |llegal sand mmmg inU-Kdist

SUBHASH CHANDRAN S
@ Karwar/Kumta/ Honnavar

(Uttara Kannada)

THE Uttara Kannada district
police have started digging up
trenches in villages where ille-
gal sand mining has been hap-
pening for the last several
years. The idea was first moot-
ed by Superintendent of Police
(SP) M Narayan.

After cracking the murder
case of businessman in a swift
manner, the district police led
by SP Narayan, the places ad-
joining rivers are being dug up
making it impossible for heavy

vehicles to use the routes.
“Uttara Kannada has several
rivers like Sharavathi, Gangav-
ali, Aghanashini and Venkata-
pura. In Manke, there are a lot
of streams, water bodies and
natural resources. Sand is one
such mineral which is the prop-
erty of the government and is
governed by Minor Mineral
Regulating Rules. Moreover,
these rivers are in the Western
Ghats, which are known as bio-
diversity hotspots and ecologi-
cally sensitive regions. To add
to this, this region, being a
coastal area, comes under
coastal regulation zone. The il-

legal sand mafia thriving in the
district is draining the district
of the wealth which is for the
government. Though the De-
partment of Mines and Geolo-
gy is the authority on sand
mining, the police decid-
ed to act following sev-
eral complaints from
the local public,” the
SP told TNIE.
Accordingly, the local
police have dug up trench-
es at Hotegali, Hankon and
other places in Chittakula Po-
lice Station limits on 27th Up-
puni, Nagarabasthikere,
Melinamudkani, Gerusoppa

and some places in Honnavar
and Kalasina Mote, Deevgi,
Mirjan, Kodakani, Hegde, Mas-
ur and Kumta taluk.
Trenches are also being dug
up in Malkodu and
Molkodu in Manke.
Sand mining in Chit-
takula police limits in
Karwar taluk takes
place in Kali river,
Aghanashini river in
Kumta, Sharavathi river
in Honnavar and several riv-
ulets in Manke.
The initiative received a posi-
tive response for the district
police with several netizens

lauding it. However, some peo-
ple gave negative feedback say-
ing that most of the sand min-
ing is done by traditional
fishing boats and their liveli-
hood will be at stake. “Sand
mined from the rivers are sold
to truck drivers who transport
them outside the district, even
to neighbouring states, for a
price ranging between Rs 15,000
and Rs 1 1akh under the patron-
age of influential people. If the
traditional boats want this mat-
ter to be sorted out, they should
approach the district adminis-
tration and get a permit,” said
an official.

Ensure welfare of SC/STs, says panel

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Ballari

THE Vidhana Soudha Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
Welfare Committee, headed by P
M Narendraswamy and his team,
visited Ballari district recently
and held a meeting with senior
officials. The committee instruct-
ed senior officials, including
Deputy Commissioner of Bal-
lari, to ensure proper implemen-
tation of schemes meant for SC
and ST communities.

The committee was formed by
the state government tolook into
the progress of welfare projects
for SCs and STs in all the dis-
tricts. Narendraswami, chair-
man of the committee, said, as
per the 2011 census, among 14
lakh people, five lakh belong to
the SC, ST communities. He said
the first priority of every govern-
ment official should be to take

RESIDENTS are happy after lo-
cal MLA G S Patil said that
he will provide Rs 50
lakh for the develop-
ment of Bhishma Kere
(lake) at Ron in Gadag
district. Steps are also  *.
being taken to develop
Jigalur lake as a source

of drinking water. The lake
is the lifeline of the people of
Ron as it maintains under-
ground water level and many

Daily Starscope

PETER VIDAL

30™ September : The mix of fiery and

watery heavenly alignments is a sure sign
that change s on the way. If any of you feel

like dropping some of your commitments
and taking on new ones, so much the better.
But if you are one of those people who likes
life to remain exactly as it is, you may have

some small adjustments to make.
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Vidhana Soudha SC/ST Welfare Committee at a meeting in Ballari recently | Express

the schemes to the eligible back-
ward classes including SCs and
STs. The government has intro-
duced many schemes for the
well-being of the communities to
help them come out of poverty,
he said. “Our government has
introduced SC/ST reservation in
tender works, among others, and
there should be an awareness
campaign to educate the commu-
nities about the schemes. Atroc-
ity cases should be prevented and
their rights should be protected.
All five guarantee schemes of the

people use this water. The lake
is now brimming with water.
Bhishma lake will be be de-
veloped as a tourist spot
with facilities for walk-
ers, especially women,
children and senior cit-
izens. People can also
do Yoga and meditation
at the lake.
Karnataka Minerals
Development Corporation
president and Ron MLA G S Pa-
til plan to develop Jigalur lake
in six months.

state government, including
Gruha Laxmi and Gruha Jyothi,
should reach the beneficiaries.
However, there are some com-
plaints against some officials in
this regard. The senior officials
should be reached if there are
any issues. Problems faced by the
Devadasi women from the dis-
trict, who belong to the SC/ST
communities, should also be
solved by the officials at the earli-
est, failing which, action will be
taken against non-performing of-
ficials,” he added.
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PUG MARKS

MALLIKARJUN HIREMATH
@ Chennaii

THE leopard which was sight-
ed on Karnatak University,
Dharwad (KUD) premises a
few weeks ago, has again trig-
gered fear among the students
and residents in and around
the campus. Although the
leopard has not been spotted
after September 6, some pug
marks of the big cat have cre-
ated panic.

A notice has been issued by
the varsity authorities not to
step out of the hostels after 6
pm and before 6 am.

The efforts of the Forest De-
partment in catching the leop-
ard have not been successful.
But the pug marks on the cam-

pus proves that the leopard is
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Jigalur lake near Ron in Gadag district; a file photo of Ron MLA G S Patil | Express

OF LEOPARD

IN KUD TRIGGER PANIC

on the prowl. Pradeep Pawar,
Range Forest Officer, said a
bone has been placed since the
last few days but the big cat is
not getting lured. Forest De-
partment says their staff is
busy searching for the
leopard.

“We have requested the resi-
dents and students not to come
out of their rooms without
any reason. The big cats are
good at hiding themselves,” he
added.

A senior official of the var-
sity said the notice was issued
on Saturday keeping the safe-
ty of students in mind. “KUD
has a large campus with thick
greenery which is providing
cover to the leopard. It has not
been sighted after September
6,” he added.
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RAGHOTTAM KOPPAR @ Gadag

LAW, Tourism and Gadag dis-
trict minister H K Patil has
started an initiative to ensure
that every village in the dis-
trict gets a graveyard by the
end of this year. The officials
at district, taluk and gram
panchayat levels have been
given instructions in this
regard.

The minister told the offi-
cials to identify places
for graveyards in eight
villages in Gadag taluk
and also inspect and
submit reports about
other taluks between
November 1 and No-
vember 30.
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issues with land owners and
neighbouring farmers. Many
villagers complain that things
get worse during rainy
season.

There are issues with grave-
yards in old and new villages
of flood-affected areas. The
villagers agree to cooperate
with the officials but fight
among themselves when it
comes parting with their land.
They complain that there is a
problem with new village
dwellers as graveyards are far
from their place and they
have to spend a lot of money

Minister H K

Moonrise 04.09am
Moonset 04.48 am

FORECAST
Afternoon clouds

All Gadag villages
to have graveyards
by year-end: Min

on transportation. Hence, the
villagers have requested the
officials to visit and listen to
them and advise them to get
the work implemented soon.

Minister Patil has also in-
structed the officials to plant
one lakh trees in all the seven
taluks in Gadag district. He
has directed officials to devel-
op gardens in government
hostels, government schools
and colleges.

An official from
Gadag district admin-
istration said, “The
minister has told the
officials to identify
places for graveyards
within November 30
and all villages should

Many villages in Patil have graveyards by the
Gadag have no grave- year end. We need sup-
yards. Also, there are port from the people to

make this possible.”

Malatesh Lakkundi, a resi-
dent of Mulgund said, “This
i1s good news that all villages
in Gadag will have grave-
yards. Many villagers have
been suffering due to lack of
graveyards in rural areas.
The mud thieves, sand loot-
ers, some noncooperative
leaders and some villagers
are to be blamed for this situ-
ation. Officials have to pro-
vide good roads and grave-
yards to us. We thank officials
and the minister for this
initiative.”

Minister H K Patil at a KDP meeting at the DC’s office in Gadag | Express

RESIDENTS OF RON ELATED AS TWO LAKES TAKEN UP FOR DEVELOPMENT

RAGHOTTAM KOPPAR @ Gadag

Patil also shared his idea of
introducing boating facility to
attract more number of foot-
falls and also generate employ-
ment for local youth and busi-
ness opportunities for
businessmen.

The Ron lake development
work has started and a stop
wall has already been built.
The lake gets water from the
canal during drought and is
now full after heavy rain lashed
the town in recent weeks and
months.

M S Karadakatti, a resident
of Ron said, “These are the
very important projects for res-
idents of Ron. While one will
become a picnic spot, the other
will be a source of drinking wa-
ter. Many residents complained
about lack of facilities at Ron
town’s lake which has no name
but is commonly called as
‘Sante Kere’ as it is near the
market. We thank all officials
concerned and our MLA G S
Patil for the initiative.”

ARIES
(Mar21- Apr.20)

Trynotto

take others

too much for
granted or you may
come unstuck. Thereisa
great deal waiting to be
explained and, if major
moves are planned, you
would be wise to wait
until the picture is clear.
Also, rely on your
natural charm towin
rivals over to your side.

TAURUS
(Apr.21-May 21)

0 Wait for

another few

days for major
family meetings or
decisions. Today’s stars
are sociable, indicating
that you will make
progress only if you
operate as part of a
team. Equality is the
watchword, so try to
make sure that everyone
has a fair chance.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)

{-" Partners may
’ still bein
disagreement,
but not for much longer.
You could find it difficult to
accomplish your tasks and
feel as if one particular
goal is slipping from your
grasp. But be assured that
friends and allies will
continue to carry the torch
on your behalf, probably
right through to next year.

| CANCER

(June22-July23)

Now s a good
iy

timeto

reconsider
your attitude to close
partners. Also, develop
all foreign contacts and
get in touch with friends
and relatives abroad.
Adventureis in the air,
evenina small way, and
you may be tempted to
take major risks - in
moderation, of course!

| LEO VIRGO LIBRA SCORPIO
(July 24 - Aug. 23) (Aug. 24 - Sept.23) (Sept.24-0ct.23) (Oct.24-Nov.22)
Relatively Nobody really There’s a wide You appear to be
O sympathetic stars O knows what ) range of @ having second
favour financial you are w= possibilities thoughts, which
adventures. Youareinclined | thinkingat themoment, | today, which means that may come as a surprise to
to spend your hard-won or even what you are all astrologers should be some people who thought
money on luxuriesandmay | experiencing. Eitheryour | disagreeing with each they knew you well. It may
be tempted to take a thoughts have sped other. I'll take a middle be that you no longer feel
gamble. As to this last ahead of your actions,or | roadand advise you to so securein a choice that
point, you must take plans are lagging behind | spreadyourselfaroundas | youtookafew weeks ago,
responsibility for your own what is actually widely as possible, but that uncertainty may
actions: if plans do come happening. One way or investigating any reflect nothing more then
unstuck thenit’s up to you the other, you've got to personal optionsyoumay | the fact that you must now
to get themback on track. catch up with yourself. have ignored until now. stand on your own two feet.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov.23-Dec.22)

Your expansive
% and optimistic

nature should
now be an advantage. There
is nothing to hold you back
Save your own memories,
and perhaps fears. You can
let rip and live like there’s
no tomorrow. To put it
another way, if you focus
your attention on the
present, then you will begin
to build a better future.

CAPRICORN
(Dec.23-Jan.20)

[t'sbound tobea
few days before
you gaina fix on

exactly what is going on. You
may do best to keep your
private thoughts to yourself.
You never know when blurting
something out is going to
have consequences opposite
to those you desire: every
word you utter could come to
mean something much more
than you intended.

AQUARIUS PISCES
(Jan.21-Feb.19) (Feb.20-Mar20)
% Youmust now r-ﬂ"i,., You're on top
@ make some W ; form,andif
decisive moves youaretrueto
and salvage as much as yourself you won't put a
you can beforeyourmood | foot wrong. The general

changes. Very soon you
will realise that lifeis a
good deal more
mysterious and uncertain
than you once thought.
Someone close to you
already realises that there
can be no final answer.

tone of the day is
argumen-tative, so you
must decide whether to
confront some-one now
or bide your time. Plus, if
you know what's good
for you, you'll make sure
you pick the right target.
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2 ? B . . .- - . 9 Refugein the middle of 3 Removed to Oklahoma (4) FO’ E NT g
1 the garden retreat (7) 4 Ahewer of wood and - Y g
3 ? 2 6 5 8 4 . - . 10 The one toright of them (5) adrawer of water (6) '~.. =4 b, A h A"
1 1 Keytoentercommunist plant (4) 5 Visiblyintears (8) E ’
@ 5 g ‘1 2 12 It brings about 6 Covertoo many a circuit (7) A PWSM i
N 1 a military rising (8) 7 Atwhichsteps S 3
2 14 Black and brown plaid (6) may be taken o
_§ B 4 2 } 5 1 L 6 T “ . 16 Stayin touch with toalleviate hardship (74) N N, B
=2 the leaders (4,2) 8 Onewhoisat liberty to ‘él
§ B 6 ? _- - 18 Beonthewayto be extravagant? (4,7) D\!’ H HA L =
I appearing proper (8) 13 Its growth may be dated (4,4) - ™ ol B
.§ 1 ? 4 5 - - 19 Leftinthe coolerit 15 Said to be named again = I , iz E
= 1 may be jammed (4) in divorce proceedings (7) ]
3, 5 8 22 Alert fora change 17 Deprecates applications NC REWH ¥
3 . o = TI-rE DISLUS HAD A CHIP
| in the future (5) foradmission (6) ra 73 NIT. 80 IT WAS —-
TR R o TE 23 Artist’s piecework (7) 20 Will go away (5) j R S
, : - SU DO KU EASY 24 Advisers are not the 21 Aslight incoherence I"‘“ b Now arrange the cir cied letiers
glalz2lels|1i4|6l7 ts (11 . hi4 B0 Tribune Caminl Agaray, LLT bo farm thie surpnas answer, 4
1 EE G4 ]_Qi T2 55 E TEST YOURNUMBER same as opponents (11) inspeech (4) All Rights Reserved supgosted by the above cartoon
_EEH;F H 3 CRUNCHING SKILLWITHOUR SATURDAY’S SOLUTIONS Aﬂﬂ?r [ I 3: I 1 I : [: I I 1 )
e -.|,-.,,.-.'....;.- . . . L ..l"l .i-‘l
glatalelglalririz UNIQUEPUZZLE . - - Across: 1 Wished, 4 Asteroid, 9 Robust, Down; 1 Wardrobe, 2 Suburbia, [Answers imorrow)
4l6i8|2 7/518 |31 1| [Fillin the grid with digits in such amanner }Qgrﬁgg?ﬁg"l;ﬁﬁaz’ﬁEg;’ﬁgﬂfﬁni‘f% Amok ?;E’jﬁtg %f E:;m}ténEEE%?\;[SVBE{%ME o | dumbles: GULLY  FRESH  GENTLE  POLICY
S{F S[114 318 2 8] thateveryrow,every columnand every 3X3 box , 0 Friend. ’ ; : ' Saturday's | wncwer He said Mig-obwar was n Ollympic sport
2R LS e B thatevery row, every y 24 Acute, 25 Otto, 28 Monsoons, 29 Friend, 18 Anathema, 19 As good as, 21 Tarmac, el B Galicl fug-o WS 00Ca an Llympic sporl,
2|1 3}9 5 B]5 T 4] accommodates the digits 1to9, without repeating any, 30 Corsages, 31 Petals. 22 Joiner, 26 Coda, 27 Fee. and sha tnowght he was — PULLING HER LEG
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An artiste in Hubballi gives final touches to a statue of Goddess Durga to be installed in Vijayawada distict in AP during the
upcoming Navaratri festival which begins on October 3 | o HEMANTH
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EXPRESS READ

KLE student topsin
shooting competition

Gadag: KLE school student
Siddharth Badni of class 8
has secured the first place

in a shooting competition
held in Kerala on

September 25. Basavaraj

Hombali, a
shooting
trainer from
Gadag, has
trained
Siddarth.

The

working
president of
KLE Institute,
the director of
the governing
body and staff
congratulated

Siddharth for this

award. ENS

Joshi warns Lokayukta
ADGP over abusive words

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Hubballi

UNION Minister Pral-
had Joshi has de-
manded action
against Lokayukta
ADGP Chandrashek-
har for allegedly us-
ing abusive words
against Union minis-
ter H D Kumaras-
wamy. Joshi said that
as per Service Conduct Rules, the officer should imme-
diately apologise.

“It will not be tolerated if an officer uses such words
against a people’s representative and that too a Union
minister. Kumaraswamy has never used abusive words
against anybody. If there is an order from the govern-
ment, the officer can investigate and give a statement
in acceptable language. Such words do not suit officers.
This situation is due to the Congress government. The
Congress is backing such officers which will backfire
for the party,” he said.

Joshi added said that the Congress government itself
1s not a permanent one and warned the Lokayukta
ADGTP to be careful while on duty.

PralhadJosh| Union Mlnlster "R

4 drives against drug abuse
in 3 months in twin cities

MALLIKARJUN HIREMATH @ Hubballi

HUBBALI-DHARWAD police have carried out four ma-
jor drives against drug abuse in the last three months.
The department claims that since the first drive, nearly
60 per cent of the consumers have stopped using narcot-
ics like marijuana and have tested negative in medical
tests. Asmany as 3,631
suspected consumers
were tested, of whom,
1,910 people had test-
ed positive for drugs.
350 FIRs have also
been filed against
such people.

As for drug ped-
dling, more than 200
peddlers were arrest-
ed and over 40 FIRs registered. Counselling sessions
and parents’ meetings were also held by the police. The
police department has shared on its X handle, the work
done by them step by step. The police has explained how
thelist of peddlers was prepared, the consumers identi-
fied, flash raids done, educational institutes visited and
awareness programmes carried out.

Shramadana at
Fort premises

Koppal: District Administration, Zilla
Panchayat, Information and Public
Relations Department, Municipal
Council, Urban Development Cell and
various departments jointly
organised a Shramadana programme
on Fort premises. DC Nalin Atul, ZP
CEO Rahul Pandey, SP Ram Arasiddhi,
DCF Kavya Chaturvedi, district
officials and staff from various
departments will participate in event
which will be held at 7 am. ENS

Two held, marijuana
seized

Hosapete: Two persons with
marijuana in their possession
were arrested in Hoiovina
Hadagali taluk. According to
police, arrested are Amar
Badatte (23) and Mundaragi
Guru (30). The seized
substance is worth Rs 20,000
and weighs 300 grams. A
case has been registered at
Hoovina Hadagali police
station. ENS

Rabies vaccination campaign

Koppal: Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services
Department and Polyclinic of Koppal are organising a
rabies vaccination campaign as part of World Rabies
Day 2024 from September 28 to October 27. Koppal
residents who have domestic dogs and cats can
contact Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services
Department’s office or call: 08539299906.ENS

Sandur bypoll:
likely to field women candidates

Seat fell vacant after sitting MLA E Tukaram of Congress was elected to Lok Sabha
KIRAN BALANNANAVAR @ Ballari

AS the date for assembly by-
poll in Sandur constituency of
Ballari district is likely to an-
nounced anytime soon, politi-
cal parties have started the
groundwork to face the poll.
The Sandur seat fell vacant af-
ter sitting MLA E Tukaram of
the Congress resigned from
the seat after he won the Lok
Sabha election from Ballari
constituency.

There is speculation that
both the Congress and the BJP
are likely to field a woman can-
didate from the constituency
which is an ST reserved seat.

While Congress is most like-
ly to field Tukaram’s wife An-
napurna or his daughter
Souparnika Tukaram, the BJP
isleaving no stone unturned to
wrest the seat from the Con-
gress, which it has never won.
However, the saffron party ap-
pears to be working very hard
and trying to galvanise voters

Nirmala Sitaraman and J P Nadda are facing
serious charges. Kumaraswamy and state BJP =~ Chaluvarayaswamy,

leaders must ask for their resignations first

*rH hd“;@;ﬂ_ X

in the run-up to the poll.

B Sriramulu, former minis-
ter and prominent BJP leader
in Ballari said, “The BJP will
soon announce its candidate.

Congress,BJP

A view of a prominent circle in Sandur constituency in Ballari district

In a few days, the Election
Commaission of India (ECI)
will announce the dates for the
bypolls. We have never won
from Sandur ST reserved con-

Minister

stituency so far, but we are
banking on Valmiki ST Wel-
fare Board scam which led to
the resignation of minister B
Nagendra. Also, siting MP Tu-
karam has not done much de-
velopment work. Sandur is
known for mining work, but in
terms of development, it is ne-
glected. Regardless of who the
BJP candidate will be, our par-
ty workers are united and will
create history by winning the
bypoll”.

A senior Congress leader of
Ballari, however, said Tukar-
am’s accessibility to voters
and the work done by him in
the last two decades will en-
sure Congress party candi-
date’s victory in the bypoll.
“BJP will never win. No mat-
ter how much it tries to politi-
cise issue, it stands no chance
of winning from Sandur due
to its ideology. The Congress
high command will decide the
party candidate for the by-
poll,” he said.

KnanL . The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd
-__-‘\Hfﬂ? A Choe of Boerstla Ulnd ertalong b Sankaramsangadam, Kollar 6% 583
Phone : Gdis-2e51 2150 217 J ~Meliil mdEekenamcain
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51 "'-u. Tender Id [ Hems
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KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

@ (& Gowvernment of India Undertaking]

—re NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Cry. Chaef Engineer (Works), Konkan Railway Corparation Limited, Ratmagin,
invites Open Tender in Single Packet Bid system throwgh E-Tendering on
IREFS Portal from eligible conlractars far the ollowing work: Name of work:
Earthwork in cutting for fiattening of slopes, provision of berms, construction
of swle drainz calch water drains and protective works at Ashii cutting in
KHED-AMJAN] section at Wm. 107800 ts 108300 in Ralnagin Reglon over
Konkan Railway route in Maharashira State, Tender Motice Mo: KR-RN-
DYCEW-ASHTI-11-2024, Dated: 30.09.2024. Total Estimated Cost: Rs.
1.898 Crore (Excluding GST). Biding Start Date: 07.10.2024, Closing
Date/Time: 21.10.2024 up to 1500 Hrs, for submission of on fine
offers/bids. Completion period: 12 (Twelve) Months including monsoon.
Manual offers shail not be accepted, Please visit bttps:ifwww.ireps.govin
website for details! paricipation and comigendum’ addendum will be hosted

RAIL WHEEL FACTORY
YELAHANKA,
BENGALURL — 580 064.
Websiie: www.rwi.indianrailways.gov.in
TEMDER NOTICE Mo: RWFS11/2024-25
Dated: 24.09.2024
On behalf of the Preswdant of India, the
Principal Chief Materials Manager
imvites Ebecironic’ Open Tender from
Manufaciurers or authorised agenis Tor
supply of the fam, on the Indian Railways
a-partal www.ireps.gov.in
Tender No. P2245683
Brief ttem Description: Set of Guide
Ways/ bed plates of Make: HMT.
Quantity: 1 Set
Clasing Dats & Time for Tenders:
21.10.2024 at 14,00 Hrs.

Terder details can be viewed on our website
wwaLrwl indianrailways. govin or waw,
ireps. gov.in, The tender documents and the
carmgandum b tha Tender If any, will be
avatabie on the porial only

TERDER NOTICE No: AWF'S/'146;

2024-25/08 Daled; 25.09.2024

On behall of the President of Indiz, The
Principal Chief Materials Manager
invites- ehecironic: iender far the olowing
work through the website hitp 2w
ireps.govin from experisnced/reputed
confracions in the field.

Tender No, RWFSTFT_SR_0-500Kms
Scope of Work: Transportation of SCRAP
CUT RAILS from Various locations of
Indizn Raiways ¥ Rail Whesl Faclory,
Yalahanka, Bengalury - 560064, by road.
Distance slab 0 o500 Kms [with 2
minimum chargeable distance of 200Kms)
Cuantity: 22 280 MT (aporox).

Estimated Tender Value: Rs.8 47,75 400/
EMD Amount: Rs.5 73,900/

Contract Period: Minimum 12 [Twelve)
ranthe from the date of isstie of Latier of
Aecaplance,

Clasing Date & Time for Tenders:
30.10.2024 at 14.15 Hrs.

Principal Chie! Malerials Manager|
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SALE NOTICE

E-Auction Sale Molice for Sale of Immovable Properties under the
Securitisation and Reéconsfruction of Financial Assels and
Enforcement of Security Interest Aci, 2002 read with proviso to
Rule B (6) ol the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Notice is hersby given to the public in gemeral and in parficular to the
Borrower (s} and Guarantor (5) that the below described immovable
property mortgaged/charged 1o the Secursd Creditor, the constructiveS
physical possassion of which has been iaken by ithe Authorised Officer
of the Canara Bank., will be sold on “As is where is", "As is what 8", and
“Whatever there is" on 30/10/2024, for recovery of Hs.24,25,830.53
(Hupees Twenty-four lakhs Twenly-five thousand Eight  Hundred
Thirty and Paise Fifty-three only) with interest and other charges due to the
Canara Bank, SHIIGL] Branch from Mr. MALLAYYA NAGAPPA HIREMATH
(Borrowar & - Mortgagor) and Smt. JAYAMMA MALLAYYA HIREMATH
(Co-Borrower) The reserve price will be Rs. 19,70,000.00 and
the Earnest money deposit will be Rs. 1,97.000.00 The Eamest
Money Deposit shall be deposited on or before 28/10/2024 at 4.00 pm.
Defails and full descoption of the immovable property with Known
encumbrances, if any.

[ Reserve Price | (EMD) Earnest Money Deposit
Rs. Iﬂ,"m,l]ni.‘l.m] Rs. 1,97.000.00

Description of the immovaibe Property

All that part and parcel of the Residential land and building property

bearing GP No.958, Sitvated at Ward No.03, Shigli Tq: Laxmeshwar

District: Gadag and measuring land 596.75 sq.mir and Residential land

and building standing in the name of Mr. MALLAYYA NAGAPPA HIREMATH

Ig;m:i Boundaries East : Self property West : Boad Neorth : Boad South :
nad

e g O
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oty ot

| BANK
SALE NOTICE

E-Auclion Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Properties under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assels and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso fo
Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in parficular 1o the
Borrower (s} and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable
property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructve/
physical possession of which has been faken by the Authorised Officer
of lhe Canara Bank.. will be sold on “As Is where is”, “As s what 5", and
“Whatever there is” on 30/10/2024, for recovery of Rs.37.949,620.11
(Rupees  Thirfy-seven  1akhs  Ninety-nine  thousand: S Hundred
Twenty and Paise Eleven only) with interest and other charges
due to the Camara Bank, SHIGL! Branch from Smi. MEELAVATI
SHANKRAPPA SANGANNAVAR (Borrower & Martnagor) and Mr. GURAPPA
SANGANNAVAR {(Guaranior) The reserve price will be Rs. 9,00,000.00
and the Eamest money deposit will be Rs. 90,000.00 The Earnest
Money Deposit shall be deposited on or before  29/10/2024 at 4.00 pm.
Detals and full description of the immovable property ‘with known
encumbrances, if any.

[ Reserve Price | (EMD) Earnest Money Deposit
Rs. 9,00,000.00 Rs. 90,000.00
Description of the immovalbe Proparty

All that part and parcel of the Residential land and buliding properly
bearing GP No.48/303, Siuated at Shigh Tg: Laxmeshwar District:
Gadag and measuring fand 936 sq.feet and Residential fand and building
standing in the name of Smt. NEELAVATI SHANKRAPPA SANGANNAVAR
and Boundaries East: Flot No.48/304 West : Plot No.45/302 North : Plot
No.48/263 South : Road

For detailed terms-and condifions of the sale please refer the link “E-Auction”
provided in Canara Bank's website (www.canarabank.com)or may contact
Mr. D'souza Elvis Sebastian Senior Manager, Camara Bank, Shigli Branch
'Eh'rnl:l No. 984597 2214) durning u’rrr{:f fours on any warking day,

For deétaled terms and conditions af the zale please refer the link “E-Auchon”
provided m Lanara Bank™s website (wwwicanarabank.comior may contact
Mr. D'souza Elvis Sebastian Senior Manager, Ganara Bank, Shigli Branch
(Mob.No 96845872214) during office hiours on any working day,

Date; 27/09/2024 Sd/- Authorised Dfficer
Place: SHIGLI Canara Bank

Date; 27/08/2024 Sd/- Authorised Officer
Place: SHIGLI Canara Bank
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§ME NOTICE

E-Auction Sale MNotice for Sale of Immovable Properlies under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assels  and
Enforcement of Security interest Acl, 2002 read with proviso to
Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Motice is hereby gen fo the peblc in genasal and in particular do the
Borrower (s) and Guarantor {5} that the below described immovable
property -morigaged/charged to the Secured Creditor the constructive
physical possession of which has been t@ken by the Authorised Officer
{of the Canara Bank., will be sold on "As is where 5", "As is what is", and
“Whatever there is” on 30/10/2024, for recovery of Hs.14,96,944.80
(Rupees Fourteen lakhs Minety-sic thousand Nine Hundred Fourty-four
and Paise Eighty only) with interest and othes charges due to the Canara
Bank, SHIGLI Branch from Mr. RAGHAVENDRA MANTAPPA HATTIKAL
(Borrower & Mortgagor) and Me  MNINGARAJ MANTESHAPPA
HATTIKAL (Guarantor) The reserve price will be Rs. 9,75.000.00
and the Eamest money deposit will be As. 97.500.00 The Eamest
Money Deposit shall be deposited on or before  29/10/2024 at 4.00 pm.
Detasls and full description of the immovable property with known
encumbrances, If any.

Reserve Price | (EMD) Earnest Money Depozit
Rs. 9,75,000.00 Rs. 97.500.00
Description of the immovaibe Property

all that part and parcel of the Residental land and buiding property
bearing GP Mo.48/131, Situated at Ward No.04, Shigh T Laxmeshwar
District: Gadag and measuring land 92,90 sg.mir and Residential land
and budding standing in the name of Mr. RAGHAVENDRA MANTAPPA
{HATTIKAL 2nd Boundaries Easl : properly of Mallavva R Bammannavar
|'|.'.'E.31 : Property of Kavita Goneppanavar North : Road South | Properly
of Kumkumagar

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer the link “E-Auction”
provided in Canara Bank's websile (wwwcanarabank.comjor may contact
iI'iT!. D'souza Elvis Sebastian Senior Manager Camara Bank, Shigh Branch
(Mib.No. 984597 2214) during office hours on any warking day.

Date: 27/09/2024 Sd/- Authorized Oflicer
Place: SHIGLI Canara Bank
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'FEAR OF POLICE FADING...

FORCE USED AS TOOL BY POLITICAL MASTERS’

RIMES are increasing,
but the fear of police is
coming down. New
sections in the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Samhita
could have addressed
multiple issues, like
bringing in police re-
forms, but the opin-
ions of stakeholders were not
included, said ST Ramesh,
former Director General & In-
spector General of Police, Kar-
nataka. In conversation with
TNIE, he said the administra-
tion, government and DGs
should endorse registering of
more cases to know the true
picture of society. More cases
do not reflect law and order fail-
ure, he said.
Excerpts...

What do you have to say
about the nature of crimes
against women? Is it about
the safety of women or more
sensitisation, or lack of fear
of the law and the role of po-
lice to solve it?

A We all talk of gender-sensiti-
zation, but who do we sensi-
tize? Everybody needs sensiti-
zation. All categories of people
commit crimes against women
-- boyfriends and parents. The
Vyalikaval (Mahalakshmi)
murder case is a new form of
crime after the Delhi incident,
where the woman’s body was
dismembered. Are we ready to
sensitize all sections of human
beings? The Nirbhaya case was
committed by boys who were
drivers, cleaners, people from
broken homes. The theory of
criminology says that a crimi-
nal is the first victim of a
crime. Initially, we have to ad-
dress sections like slum-dwell-
ers, those who are deprived of
schooling and people who do
not have proper upbringing.
Some modules have to be pre-
pared that suit their back-
ground. Fear of police is less-
ening. These are issues an
individual cannot answer.

Why is fear of police becom-
ing less?

There was colonial police in
1947. Then, police could do any-
thing and get away with it, so
there was fear. It was not the
right kind of policing. There is
no difference between policing
then and now. It has the same
laws, same manuals and same
procedures. The colonial hang-
over continued after 1947. Po-
lice should be able to command
people’s respect. Emergency
was a watershed, and many
wrongs of the police were ex-
posed. Over a period of time,
there is a lot of police bashing,
no respect for the authority.
Overall, police have become
weak. It was being used as a
tool by political masters, irre-
spective of political parties,
and is becoming weaker. No-
body is interested in police re-
forms that benefit citizens.

Your opinion of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)?

I have a problem with BNS.
There were no consultations. It
was done without any public
discussion as everybody is a
stakeholder. It is a substantive
law. There was no draft. No-
body knows who made the
changes. A retired IPS officer
sitting in Delhi was given the
job. How can one man do it? It
was a great opportunity as we
were complaining that it was a
colonial law and had to be
changed. Hindi names in the
new law are in violation of Ar-
ticle 348 of the Indian Constitu-
tion. Article 348 says names of
legislations should be in Eng-
lish. That is why it was earlier
called Indian Penal Code. There
is no provision for hate speech
in the new law. Giving police
custody beyond 15 days is dan-
gerous. There are police offic-
ers who can misuse it. Legiti-
mising handcuffing provisions
is dangerous. The new law con-
tinues to use the same colonial
language. Love jihad is the new

word that has got into the law
book now and has assumed le-
gal sanctity. In my 35 years of
service, I have never come
across this word love jihad.
Nothing has changed. It is a re-
vision without vision and a lost
opportunity. It 1is a
disappointment.

There is an overall trend of
rising crime, not just cyber-
crime, but all types -- reli-
gious, personal and more.
What is the reason for this?
Crime is under-reported. Police
often control case registrations
through burking, especially
for minor property crimes.
Many people avoid police sta-
tions due to fear of harass-
ment, bribes or social stigma.
This leads to incomplete crime
data, as seen in NCRB reports.
In rapidly growing cities like
Bengaluru, with a growing pop-
ulation, crime is bound to in-
crease. Leaders need to push
for full crime registration -- not
as a failure of law and order,
but to reflect reality and ad-
dress rising issues fuelled by
unemployment, poverty and
consumerism.

What drives people to com-
mit extreme acts like stab-
bing someone to death in a
college, chopping a person to
pieces, slitting someone’s
throat while walking on the
road, or ganging up to mur-
der someone in a restaurant
or shed?

Crimes vary widely in nature.
For instance, in case of actor
Darshan, his fame and influ-
ence made him feel unassaila-
ble, allowing him to torture a
man to death without fear of
consequences. This kind of
crime stems from power and
arrogance. He was even ru-
moured to have influenced
postmortem results. On the
other hand, crimes like the
Dharwad stabbing fall under
‘crimes of passion’, which are

KARNATAKA

wonoay 30,00.2024

.I’-‘i

e ]

KARNATAKA

< dlogues

.‘k..

Dialpgues

not easily preventable. Some
crimes, like frequent house
thefts, can be reduced through
surveillance, but others, such
as a servant committing theft,
are beyond control. Mental
health plays a significant role
in extreme crimes and Nim-
hans studies show it. Cases like
dismembering a body show a
severe mental disorder, indicat-
ing that crime is often a com-
plex mix of mental, social and
situational factors, requiring
deeper sociological study be-
yond just poverty.

Recently, actor Darshan was
reportedly allowed to use a
phone in prison, similar to
previous incidents. How can
we address the issue of spe-
cial treatment to certain
prisoners?

This will continue, as there is
no quick-fix solution. Those
with money and influence will
find ways to secure privileges.
Bribery remains a challenge,
especially when corruption in
prisons is an accepted fact.
Prison manuals and rules are
well-written, but their effective-
ness depends entirely on prop-
er implementation. However,

PIC: VINOD KUMAR T

the root cause of issues often
lies with individuals in charge.
If an officer is committed,
many problems can be avoided.
A competent, ethical officer
who takes action against cor-
ruption and upholds standards
can make a significant differ-
ence. Maintaining discipline
and upholding higher stand-
ards, especially in sensitive de-
partments like the police and
prisons, is crucial to prevent
abuse and corruption.

Several SITs are being
formed to deal with political
cases, does it influence the
outcome? Why are all cases
going to CBI, CID or others?
In a police station, the focus on
investigation cannot be exclu-
sive. The rush, various duties
that one has to deal with and
the direct influence of the rich
and powerful is a hindrance.
CID does exclusive investiga-
tion but the department is also
overburdened, so selective cas-
es should be given. CBl is at the
national level, so specialised
and sensitive cases are given to
it. SITs have now become a
trend, people don’t have confi-
dence in the local police. This is
also done to create confidence
in the law. For the Prajwal
Revanna case, a women police
officer was assigned to allow

The Cauvery Aarti will be performed on the banks of the river in
Srirangapatna for five days from October 3. The aarti will be
performed on the lines of the Ganga Aarti in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh

women to freely raise their is-
sues. SITs are not a bad option,
they do a commendable job.

How has the recruitment

process in the police de-

partment progressed, fol-

lowing the sub-inspector

scam?

There has been no recruit-
ment in the police depart-
ment. However, during my
tenure, the government issued
an order for the recruitment of
400 sub-inspectors, marking the
highest such effort to date. If
successfully completed, this
would have exceeded previous
records.

Some cops look at prisons as
correctional centres, if there
is action, human rights is-
sues crop up and the offic-
ers’ hands are tied, the re-
forms have been namesake.
Sometimes, it used to be very
difficult to pull up officers. I
would not have the moral cour-
age to take action against them.
The system itself needs polic-
ing. There is an unholy triad --
political corruption, politicisa-
tion of administration and
criminalisation of politics. De-
spite all these issues, officers
who stick to their guns and do
their jobs are brave men.

To what extent does technol-
ogy influence crimes com-
mitted by juveniles in to-
day’s society?

Technology has a minimal role,
it is a human element and has
many underlying issues. It
needs a fine balance. Teenagers
behave peculiarly. A juvenile
crime needs to be dealt with
differently.

Crime keeps increasing, and
whenever that happens, the
police and government are
blamed. But prevention of
crime is a responsibility that
rests with society also. What
should society do?

Due diligence by citizens can
help prevent crime. Society’s
role is to take normal responsi-
ble precautions. To prevent
conventional crimes like theft,
people should keep their hous-
es locked. If there is a domestic
help, keep your valuables safe.
Cybercrimes can be prevented

if citizens exercise caution.

Lack of basic infrastructure
like footpaths makes people
vulnerable to crimes like
chain-snatching...

We need to give pedestrians
their space. Roads should be
designed keeping pedestrians
in mind.

What needs to be done to
bring in friendly police
stations?

The term people-friendly police
is a contradiction. Enforcing
the law is often an unpleasant
job. For instance, people hate it
when they are issued a challan
for not wearing a helmet. Law
enforcement is a necessary evil,
and while police can be friendly
to an extent, enforcement of
laws is rarely met with univer-
sal approval. However, there are
areas where police can establish
rapport with citizens, which is
necessary to improve their im-
age. There should be a balance
between enforcing the law and
maintaining a cordial relation-
ship with the community. A
good relationship with citizens
can facilitate better policing.

Has the decline in foot pa-
trolling resulted in a gap be-
tween police and
community?

Effective policing relies on foot
patrolling. While police may
have many vehicles, the funda-
mental problem is a lack of re-
sources. The police-population
ratio, according to UN stand-
ards, is 250 police officers per
lakh of population. Developed
countries have even more police
per capita. In Karnataka, there
are only 158.3 police officers per
lakh of population. No one is ad-
dressing this shortage. Policing
is a manpower-intensive job.

How can we attract people to
join the police force?

In a society where unemploy-
ment is high, police jobs are
often seen as powerful posi-
tions. The prospect of stable
employment motivates many
to join the force; for every 100
openings, there are about
10,000 applications. A police
job offers a fixed salary, job se-
curity and benefits, which
drives people to apply.

Caste-census
report will be
placed before
cabinet: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Mysuru

CHIEF Minister Siddara-
maiah said the government
has carried out the socioeco-
nomic and educational sur-
vey or caste census, with the
aim of identifying the people
who are still deprived of fa-
cilities, and in the coming
days, a report on the same
will be placed before the
cabinet and steps will be tak-
en to implement the
recommendations.

Speaking after launching
the Mysuru District BCM
Hostel Senior Students Soci-
ety at Kalamandira on Sun-
day, Siddaramaiah said the
government has received the
caste census report, but due
to various reasons, it has not
been implemented.

“But in the coming days,
the report will be placed be-
fore the cabinet and action
will be taken to implement the
recommendations. Caste cen-
sus is also the ideology of the
Congress. Caste census, along
with population census, in the
country have not been done
since 1930. Now, discussions
on conducting caste census
are gainingmomentum across
many states,” he said.

Stating that quality educa-
tion develops a scientific
spirit and makes a good hu-
man being, Siddaramaiah
said that there is no use of
acquiring education if scien-
tific, rationality and social
responsibility do not
develop.

CONG, BJP LEADERS PLOTTING TO TOPPLE

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Davanagere

BJP MLA Basangouda Patil Yatnal on Sunday
alleged that a conspiracy has been hatched to
bring down the state government led by Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah and claimed that Rs
1,200 crore has been earmarked for the

purpose.

He told reporters here that leaders from
both BJP and Congress are part of this joint
conspiracy. “I have information on this plot,”
Yatnal claimed, adding that some sections
within BJP are thinking of Operation Lotus,
though the BJP high command is not

interested.

“Some people have even kept aside funds for
the operation and are eyeing the CM’s chair. The
state government is mired in corruption and
Siddaramaiah may be jailed in the MUDA case.
I had requested Siddaramaiah to resign from
the CM’s post when the MUDA incident came
up. By going to the people’s representatives’
court and the high court, Siddaramaiah has lost
his image. Even if he had not gone to the HC,

the issue would have been probed,” he said.

He said the state government has gone bank-
rupt and it is finding it difficult to fund the
guarantees and pay staff salaries. “But Con-
gress MLAs are more inclined towards bring-

ing down the Siddaramaiah government. No

one is stating this openly. In the MUDA case,
we were handed documents by Congress lead-
ers, and we just spoke. BJP has nothing to do

with this struggle,” he alleged.

“The state government has already become
corrupt and it should not continue in office. It
was thought that Siddaramaiah would resign
after the governor sanctioned his prosecution,
and AICC president Mallikarjun Kharge
would become CM. The same people who are
planning to destabilise the government are be-
hind the plot to make Kharge CM,” he

charged.

Meanwhile, Yatnal said the team opposing
state BJP president BY Vijayendra will not
speak till December, as they are waiting for the
party top brass’ decision about their demands,
which they have expressed before leaders of
the Sangh Parivar in Karnataka.

OPPOSITION parties may create trouble
politically for a couple of months but they
can’t shake me, said CM Siddaramaiah.
Facing a Lokayukta inquiry into the
MUDA scam after the High Court upheld
the Governor’s permission for a probe
into how he got 14 sites in an upmarket
area, Siddaramaiah said he isright, as per
his conscience, and would not be scared.
“I cannot be shaken till I have the bless-
ings and support of the people,” he said.
Speaking at a function to distribute
sites to betel growers in Ashokpuram,
he said that many well-wishers wanted
him to be courageous and appealed to
himnot toresign. Siddaramaiah claimed
he would win the legal battle. “I know
they (BJP-JDS) can create trouble for
one or two months. I will face it politi-

]

Mysuru District BCM Hostel Senior Students Association members felicitate Chief Minister Siddaramaiah in
Mysuru on Sunday | uDAYASHANKAR'S

Oppn not movers and shakers: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Mysuru cally,” he asserted.

Earlier, speaking to the media here,

Siddaramaiah clarified that he would not
interfere in the Lokayukta probe into the
MUDA scam ordered by court. Asked
about a complaint lodged against him
with the Enforcement Directorate in the
MUDA case, he said he would face it le-
gally and the law would take its course.

On Lokayukta ADGP Chandrashek-
ar’s letter against Union Minister HD
Kumaraswamy, Siddaramaiah said the
ADGP has not called Kumaraswamy “a
pig”, but had referred to George Ber-
nard Shaw’s quote in response to the
Union minister’s charges.

Siddaramaiah said he didn’t want to
intervene between the ADGP and Ku-
maraswamy. Police will investigate if
the former chief minister has commit-
ted a mistake, he said.

Snehamayi Krishna terms FIR against him a ‘conspiracy’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

HER husband died in 2020,
Lavanya stated. She mentioned
in her complaint that Krishna,
who is accused number 4 in the
FIR, had assaulted her and
made threatening remarks
against her and her mother.

The police have registered the
case under Sections U/s 85,
126(2), 74, 352, 351(2), 79, and
3(5) of BNS. The other accused
are Prabha, who is accused
number 1, Siddappa (A2) and
Dhaba Jayakumar (A3).
Snehamayi Krishna on Sun-
day vehemently denied the al-

legations and termed them false
and a deliberate conspiracy to
thwart his activism. “This is yet
another attempt to suppress my
fight against corruption. Even
if Tam jailed, my battle will con-
tinue,” he told reporters.
Meanwhile, Krishna revealed
that he has written to the En-

forcement Directorate (ED),
seeking an investigation into
large-scale corruption within
the Mysore Urban Develop-
ment Authority (MUDA) and
alleged that over Rs 5,000 crore
has been misappropriated.

“I have already sent an email
to ED and will submit a com-

plaint on Monday personally.
My intention is to bring to light
irregularities in MUDA's site al-
lotment process since 2015. De-
serving beneficiaries have been
denied plots. I have already filed
a writ petition before the court,
seeking a comprehensive probe
by the CBI,” he added.

ADGP Chandrashekar
hits back at HDK

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

UNION Minister HD Kumaras-
wamy on Saturday threw a
bombshell, branding a senior
police officer, ADGP M Chan-
drashekar, a “blackmailer” and
implicating him in a shadowy
Rs 20 crore deal.

But Chandrashekar, who is
heading the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) probing the
Sandur mining case against
Kumaraswamy, has not taken it
lying down. He hit back saying,
“Never wrestle with pigs, you
both get dirty and the pig likes
it.” The officer said he w

ill pursue a defamation case
against Kumaraswamy.

Kumaraswamy is named ac-
cused in the controversial min-
ing case involving Sri Sai
Venkateshwara Minerals of
Sandur. Recently, it was re-
vealed that the SIT had sought
Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot’s nod to prosecute Ku-
maraswamy. This, insiders say;,
may have triggered the fresh
war of words between ADGP
Chandrashekar and the Union
minister.

But there is a deeper, darker
conspiracy. Suspended police in-
spector Kishore Kumar, em-
broiled in criminal cases for the

illegal sale of PACL lands, has
resurfaced with claims of a Rs
20 crore extortion attempt. The
accusations, however, were
swiftly dismissed by the court,
which threw out the case against
Chandrashekar on November 6,
2023 for lack of evidence. But
this crucial court decision is be-
ing buried as a dangerous disin-
formation campaign swirls,
threatening to derail critical in-
vestigations by SIT.

FIRs paint a damning picture
of Kishore Kumar, with allega-
tions mounting against him
and his associates. In an at-
tempt to further muddy the wa-
ters, known rowdy-sheeter
Sridhar filed a PCR, only for
the High Court to step in on
July 24, 2024, calling it an out-
right abuse of the legal
process.

But in this web of half-truths,
Kumaraswamy’s sympathies
for Kishore Kumar raise ques-
tions. Why is a suspended of-
ficer accused of perjury in the
Supreme Court, which is pend-
ing in CID, receiving such
support?

It all started after the papers
from the Lokayukta office seek-
ing sanction to prosecute Ku-
maraswamy leaked from either
the Lokayukta office or Raj
Bhavan recently.

Health Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao at the inauguration of Health Mela by The
Greenpath Organic Restaurant in Bengaluru on Sunday | SHASHIDHAR BYRAPPA
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(OORDINATOR OF CPM

Decision taken after sudden demise of
sitting general secretary Sitaram Yechury

PREETHA NAIR @ New Delhi

THE CPI(M) appointed former
general secretary Prakash
Karat on Sunday as the “coor-
dinator of the Polit Bureau
and the Central Committee”
until the 24th Party Congress
next year. Karat served as gen-
eral secretary from 2005 to
2015.

“The Central Committee of
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), now in session in
New Delhi, has decided that
Comrade Prakash Karat will
be the coordinator of the Polit
Bureau and the Central Com-
mittee, as an interim arrange-
ment until the 24th party Con-
gress to be held in April 2025
at Madurai,” the CPI(IM) said
in a statement.

Just seven months before
the crucial summit, Yechury’s
death came as a heavy blow to
the party.

“This decision was taken
due to the sad and sudden de-
mise of the sitting general
secretary of the CPI(M), Com-
rade Sitaram Yechury,” said
the party.

The central committee has
unanimously decided to assign
the interim responsibility to
senior politburo member Pra-
kash Karat, said a party leader.
There was a majority opinion
that a full-time general secre-
tary should be selected in the
Party Congress, said a leader.

Habitat destruction affects elephant gene pool: Study

B_OSKY KHANNA @Bengaluru

HABITAT reduction and in-
creased infrastructure works
have affected the natural gene
pool of Asiatic elephants,
stated a study shared by re-
searchers from the National
Centre for Biological Science
(NCBS) and Indian Institute
of Science (IISc) on
Saturday.

They also noted that reduced
migration of elephants is also
affecting their gene pool.

The thinking in the party is
that as a former general secre-
tary, Karat will be able to steer
the party ahead of the crucial
Party Congress, scheduled for
April 2025 in Madurai.

As the coordinator, Karat
will be handling the day-to-
day affairs of the party. He
will be in charge of preparing
the draft political resolution
and organizational reports
for the party summit. After
the demise of Yechury, Karat
had called for a ‘collective
leadership’. While Yechury
had played a leading role in
forming the INDIA bloc to
take on the BJP in the recent
Lok Sabha elections, it needs
to be seen whether Karat will
take his legacy forward in
dealing with the allies.

One of the key faces of the
party for decades, Karat was
at the helm of the CPI(M)
when it decided to withdraw
support to the Congress-led
United Progressive Alliance
government at the Centre in
2008. The following years saw
a decline in the strength of
the Left in Parliament.

While several names are
doing the rounds for the post
of general secretary, promi-
nent among them are M A
Baby, B V Raghavulu, and
Brinda Karat, If the party de-
cides on Brinda Karat, then it
will have to give an exemp-
tion on her age.

In the study -- “Divergence
and serial colonization shape
genetic variation and define
conservation units in Asian
elephants” --published in
Current Biology, the re-
searchers have uncov-
ered new insights into
the genetic history of
Asiatic elephants in
India. The research re-
veals the existence of five
genetically distinct popula-
tions of Asian elephants in
India — more than previously

The Supreme Court will hear the anticipatory bail plea filed by
actor Siddique in a sexual assault case on Monday. Siddique, who
is on the run, had moved the apex court after the HC rejected his

petition on September 24

K’taka farmers launch ‘satyagraha’ against GM crops

ENS @ TUMAKURU concludes on Gandhi Jayanti
day on October 2.

The head of Siddaganga Mutt
Sri Siddalinga Swamiji extend-
ed his support to the farmers in
opposing the GM crops.

“It has been confirmed by
many researchers that GM
crops are the root cause of can-
cer as it demands rampant use
of pesticides. Therefore, it is im-
perative that farmers take a de-
cision not to use GM seeds. This
should not only cover the entire
state, but the country, ensuring
that a good environment should
be left behind for the next gen-

WITH the Supreme Court ask-
ing the Central government to
formulate a national policy
with regard to the environmen-
tal release of the Genetically
Modified (GM) crops, the farm-
ers in Karnataka gave a push
for themselves by launching a
four day ‘satyagraha’ at Gandhi
school of Natural Farming at
Doddahosuru village here on
Sunday. The members of Kar-
nataka Rajya Raitha Sangha
from across the state are taking
part in the ‘satyagraha’ that

eration”, he suggested.

He commended the agricul-
tural scientist Dr Manjunath
and his team for launching the
‘satyagraha’ to create an
awareness among the
farmers and public in
general to bring pres-
sure on the govern- %
ments to not allow the
GM crops.

Former member of Ra-
Jjya Sabha Anil Hegde said
that the JD(U) is against the GM
crops, as the party chief and Bi-
har CM Nitish Kumar has
shared his views with Prime

Minister Narendra Modi. “Iasa
RS member had raised the issue
over hundred times”, he claimed.
As a result of the GATT agree-
ment, the alarming develop-
ment is being seen in the
agriculture sector, he ob-
served. Congress MLC
Madhu Madegowda
stressed on the unity
among the farmers for
the struggle against the
GM crops to be successful.
Tejaswi Patel of Sugarcane
Growers’ Association said that
the issue should be raised in the
assembly and the parliament.

The resolutions passed in the
‘satyagraha’ include--the cen-
tral government should declare
that the country is free of GM
crops, stop subsidising biotech-
nology and breeding research,
corporate companies should be
stopped from providing finan-
cial support to such activities,
multinational companies
should be banned from funding
education, research, and exten-
sion on the development of hy-
brid breeds,the contract be-
tween Bayer Company and
ICAR should be cancelled im-
mediately, among others.

CJI DY Chandrachud offers prayers in Tirumala on Sunday | express

2 caught for loitering near MLA Raja Singh’s house

Hyderabad: Two youngsters who were found loitering around the
house of Goshamahal MLA T Raja Singh on Friday night were
caught by his security personnel and handed over to the local
police for questioning. The youth, identified as Shaik Ismail and
Mohammad Khaja, had reportedly captured photographs of the
MLA’s house on their phones. Their phones also purportedly had
photos of firearms and Raja Singh. The MLA said that previously

halli

IAF helicopter makes
emergency landing in KGF

V VELAYUDHAM @ Kolar

A CHETAK helicopter be-
longing to the Indian Air
Force (IAF), which was on
its way from Yelahanka Air
Force Station, Bengaluru, to
Thambaram Air Force Sta-
tion, Chennai, made an
emergency landing, report-
edly due to technical prob-
lems, in Doddur Karpana-
of KGF taluk.
According to sources, there
were three pilots on board.
Speaking to TNIE, KGF
Superintendent of Police
KM Shantharaju said that
locals who were in their
fields informed the police
that a helicopter had landed
in DK Halli, and a police
team rushed to the spot. It is
learnt that the helicopter
suffered technical problems,
which prompted its crew to
make an emergency land-
ing. All on board, along with

ers of the IAF in Bengaluru,
and adhering to protocol, all
three pilots were accommo-
dated at the BEML guest-
house, while additional po-
lice personnel were deployed
to set up a security perimeter
around the helicopter.

He added that a team of
technicians also reached
the spot on another helicop-
ter, to take up maintenance
work of the stationed
Chetak. To aid them, light-
ing arrangements were also
made near the spot. Mean-
while, another team is
reaching the spot by road.

‘Vehicle mfirs
told to supply
safety harness’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ADDITIONAL Commissioner
of Transport (Enforcement)
Mallikarjun C stated that the
transport department has re-
quested vehicle manufactur-
ers to supply the safety har-
ness and if they don’t, they
could be penalised.

As per the mandate of the
Ministry of Roads, Transport
and Highways (MoRTH), it is
compulsory for two-wheeler
riders carrying children to use
safety harnesses as the number
of accidents involving children
is increasing. MoRTH issued
the order on safety harnesses
in early 2022 and the state trans-

Oy D

aju speaks with

too, some persons had conducted a recce on his house.

the helicopter, are safe.

thought. The research team

included Prof Uma Ram-

akrishnan’s group from NCBS

and Prof Raman Sukumar
from IISc.

India is home to 60%
of the global popula-
tion of Asiatic ele-
phants, found across
South and Southeast

Asia. But today, their

habitat is fragmented,
surrounded by farmland, hu-
man settlements, commercial
plantations and linear trans-

port infrastructure. This has
resulted in widespread and
often severe human- elephant
conflicts. Despite their eco-
logical and cultural signifi-
cance, studies on the popula-
tion genetic structure,
diversity and demographic
history of these elephants —
critical for identifying con-
servation and management
units — have been limited.
Dr Anubhab Khan, lead au-
thor of the report and IISc
faculty, said this reduced ge-

Shantharaju informed that
he also spoke to senior offic-

FEDBANK FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD. AUCTION NOTICE

netic variation could be the
result of a serial founder ef-
fect, where fewer individuals
from each starting population
migrate to establish new
populations.

“The identification of these
five genetically distinct popu-
lations underscores the need
for region-specific conserva-
tion efforts,” the team pointed
out. The research team is also
planning to develop a genetic
toolkit based on DNA extract-
ed from elephant faeces.

Bharat Coking Coal Limited | .

, #
_':_,’FE'— A Mini Ratna Company EF_
(A Subsidiary of Caal India Limited)

NOTICE

All the tenders® issued by Bharat Coking Coal Limited
(BCCL) for procurement of Goods, Works and Services
are available on website of BCCL www.bcclweb.in, Coal
India Limited (CIL) e-procurement portal https://
coalindiatenders.nic.in and Central Public Procurement
Partal https:/leprocure.gov.in. In addition, procurement
is also done through GeM portal hitps:/igem.gov.in.

*This is applicable to all Open (Domestic/Global) Tenders
Issued tharugh e-procurement portal of CIL.

NATIONAL CENTRE FOR CELL SCIENCE,
(NCCS) PUNE

(An Autonomous Institution of the Department of
Biotechnology, Government of India.)
Savitribai Phule Pune University Campus, Pune = 411007,

Advt. No.: NCCS/IPMG/P-03/2024
(Special Recruitment Drive - Only for SC/ST/IOBC)
SUB: WALK IN INTERVIEWS FOR PROJECT POSITIONS
UNDER EXTRA MURAL PROJECTS

Candidates interasted, are invited for Walk in Interviews for different
posifions 1 ba fillad purely on lemporary bases at NCCS, undar different
extra mural projecis.

For the detalled spacilications of the posls, he prescnbed application
format and other terms and conditions, please see our Advt, No.
NCCS/PMC/P-08/2024 under Project Positions, in Careers tab, on
our wabsite (www.nces resinl. For any updates, phease check our
website, [Hindi. English -& Marathi version of this adverisement is

avallaola-onaur website)
Director (Additional Charga), NCCS
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&% BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY
@Y  AND SEWERAGE BOARD

Office of the Chief Engineer (West)
Gth Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, K.G.Road, Bengaluru-560009

No:BWWSSBIEICICE(WVACE(W)-1IDCEIMI-2ITAIW)/404812024-25  D1:26.09.2024

i onlythreughkppportal)
BWSS5E invites Tenders in Two Stage Tender System from
eligible tenderers for the Work of providing, laying various dia
Dl water supply lines in lieu of existing Cl linesin NGEF layoutto
Magarabhavi 12th block, behind Nammura Thindi hotel coming
under Nagarabhavi sistn., areaof AEE W-2-2

Amount Put to Tender: Rs.115.88 Lakhs, EMD:1.74 Lakhs
Last date and time for Raceipt of lenders is on 15.10.2024 upto
16:00 hrs. The hids will be opened on 16.10.2024 after 15.00
hrs. The details regarding the tender and participation in the
e-procurement portal process can be obtained by logging on to
hitps://kppp.kamataka.gov.in. For further details contact the
undersigned office during working hours.

Sd-

BIBRAC PR A | TA A0 -2 Chief Engineer (West)
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@ BANGALORE WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE BOARD

INVITATION FOR TENDER (Through KPP Portal Only)

BWSSB invite tenders in Two Stage Tender System from Eligible Contractors
for the below mentioned works.

Office of The Chie! Engineer (WWM-East), 5th Floor, Cauvery Bhavan, KG Road, Bangalore-560009.

Name of Work

. BWSSB/ICE(WWM-E)/DCE(WWM-E&W)/TA-1/655/2024-25

Providing and laying 1200mm dia RCC NP-3 class sewer pipeline
1 |from Balaji Theater lo Sandhya Thealer coming under AEE{(WWM-
MN-K&T)-2 sub division.

. BWSSB/ICE(WWM-E)/DCE(WWM-E&W)/TA-1/653/2024-25

Praviding and Laying 1200 mm dia RCC NP-3 Class Sewer Pipe
line from 34th main B T M 2nd stage to silk board junction coming
under AEE{WWM-N) K&T-2 sub division.

. BWSSBICE(WWM-E)/DCE(WWM-E&W)/TA-1/665/2024-25

Praviding and laying 1800mm dia RCC NP-3 class sewer pipeline
3 |by using Trenchiess Technology Mesthod near Madiwala Lake
coming under AEE{WWM-N-K&T)-2 sub division,

. BWSSB/CE(WWM-E)/DCE(WWM-E&W)/TA-1/657/2024-25

Providing and Laying 450/600mm dia RCC sewer line from 12th
4 leross, HSR Car Club to 24th Main Lotus Hospital, HSR Layout,

. BWSSBICE(WWM-E)/DCE(WWM-E&W)/TA-1/677/2024-235

Providing and laying 1800mm dia RCC NP-3 class sewer pipeline
by using Trenchiess Technology Method near Dhobi Ghat NGR
Layout coming under AEE{WWM-N-K&T -2 sub division,

Amount Put to Tender
EMD

Date: 27.09.2024

Rs. 408.34 Lakhs
Rs. 6.12 Lakhs

Date: 27.09.2024

Rs. 261.71 Lakhs
Rs. 4.63 Lakhs

Date: 27.09.2024

Rs. 397.75 Lakhs
Rs. 5.96 Lakhs
Date: 27.09.2024
Rs. 122.49 Lakhs
Rs. 1.83 Lakhs
Date: 27.09.2024

Rs. 397.75 Lakhs
Rs. 5.96 Lakhs

For the above works Last date and time for Receipt oftenders will be on 14.10.2024
upto 17.30 hrs. The bids will be opened on: 16.10.2024 at 16.00 hrs.

Sd/- Chief Engineer (WWM-East)
Office of The Chief Engineer (Project), 3rd Floor Cauvery Bhavan, KG Road, Bangalore-560009,

‘No. BWSS B/CE(P)/ACE(Cstr&DCW)/1293/2024-25
Providing and Laying water supply pipeline to the Blugjay layout of| Rs, 374.57 Lakhs

kanhobananhalli village coming under 110 villages of BEMP.

Date: 27.09.2024

Rs. 5.62 Lakhs

For the above works Last date and time for Receipt oftenders will be on 14.10.2024
upto 15.00 hrs. The Technical bids will be opened on: 15.10.2024 after 16.00 hrs.

Sd/- Chief Engineer (Project)

Log to www.newindianexpress.com

The detail regarding the tender & participation in the e-procurement portal
process can be obtained by logging on to https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. For
further details contact the below signed office during working hours.

DIPRIGPR2IGT Zen/2024-25

|AF pilots, after Chetak helicopter
made an emergency landing

port department is gearing up
now to enforece it.

This is to inform the public at large, that FEDBANK FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD., has decided to conduct Auction
of Gold ornaments belonging to accounts (mentioned below) which have become overdue or which have
defaults or margin breach of customers. The Auction would be held at respective Branches specified below on
Friday 11-10-2024 between 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. This would continue till the auction process is over.

Anekal 080-27830505 FEDGL00880005107 Arakalgud 08175-220780 FEDGL00360012592, 0012647,
0012661 Arasikere 08174-299941 FEDGL04140005572, 0005550, 0005610, 0003883, 0003891, 0003913,
0005549, 0005571, 0005609, 0005551, 0005573, 0005611, 0005574, 0005575 B H Road 8162277793
FEDGL01030014337, 0014363, 0014385, 0014410, 0014412, 0018206, 0018050, 0018049, 0018067, 0018066,
0018068, 0018069, 0018070, 0018071, 0018079, 0018078, 0018093, 0018092, 0018094, 0018096, 0018104,
0018103, 0018105, 0018119, 0018117, 0018183, 0018180, 0018199, 0018197, 0018210, 0018208, 0018211,
0018209, 0018212, 0018231, 0018261, 0018229, 0016730, 0018235, 0018234, 0018248, 0018246, 0018249,
0018284, 0018282, 0018288, 0018287, 0018298, 0018297, 0018317, 0018315 BASAVESHWARA NAGAR 080
41900282 FEDGL00110012937 BELGAUM 0831 4201487 FEDGL01360006257, 0006258, 0006265, 0006272,
0006276, 0006277, 0006279, 0006285, 0006287, 0006288, 0006300, 0006323, 0006326, 0006333, 0006338,
0007834 BELUR 08177 222100 FEDGL01590010902, 0010930, 0012416 BOMMANAHALLI 080 41500417
FEDGL00140007644 BTM LAYOUT 080-41312231 FEDGL00030006649, 0006654, 0006665 BYADGI 8375229022
FEDGL00510011549, 0011560, 0011563, 0011568, 0011581, 0011603, 0011610, 0011614, 0011617, 0011643,
0011649 Caltex Circle 8162277972 FEDGL01020016061, 0016078, 0016135, 0016112, 0016157, 0012695,
0012730, 0015900, 0016077, 0016111, 0016134, 0016150, 0015901, 0016079, 0016136, 0015903 Car Street
Bellary 8392276005 FEDGL00920004344, 0004365, 0004367, 0004368, 0004387 CHANNAPATNA 080 27256046
FEDGL01760019688, 0019692, 0019749 CHENRAYAPATNA 08176 252477 FEDGL01580022706, 0022707,
0022753,0022767,0022789,0022790 CHIKKAMAGALUR 08262 228286 FEDGL00210007973, 0007982, 0007992,
000800 DAVANGERE 08192-252111 FEDGL02290009730, 0010629 dharwad 0836 -2970229 FEDGL02330006112
Gadag 08372-200075 FEDGL04200004339, 0004347, 0004371, 0004403, 0004408, 0004419, 0004437, 0005029
Gangavathi 8533234018 FEDGL00940005357, 0005378, 0005381, 0005382, FEDBD00940000068 Gubbi
8131222850 FEDGL00460018293,0014450,0014451, 0014521, 0014560, 0014563, 0014579, 0014584, 0014597,
0014598, 0014617, 0014621, 0018292 H D Kote 08228-297033 FEDGL00580011664, 0011693, 0009562,
0009568, 0009614, 0011663, 0011692 Hagaribommanhalli 08397-239003 FEDGL01000010409, 0010411,
0010427, 0010433, 0010467, 0010475, 0010481, 0010484, 0010488, 0010490, 0010494, 0010498, 0010500,
0010503 FEDBD01000000100 HANSUR 08222 250114 FEDGL01620018592, 0018628, 0018633, 0017275,
0017315, 0018675, 0018591, 0018627, 0018632, 0018610 Harappanahalli 8398281429 FEDGL01040009981
HARIHAR 08192-242865 FEDGL00220014512, 0014527, 0014540, 0014542, 0014558 HASSAN MARKET 08172
235324 FEDGL01570013668, 0013669, 0013692, 0013699, 0013714, 0013718, 0013737, 0013757, 0013774
HAVERI 8375232810 FEDGL01810011079, 0011087, 0011103, 0011117, 0011124, 0011143, 0011147 HENNUR
080-41979377 FEDGL00150004894 Holenarsipura 08175-273733 FEDGL00590022102, 0022115, 0022119,
0022131, 0022145, 0022152, 0022170, 0022203, 0022214, 0022225, 0022233, 0022238, 0022259 HOSA ROAD
080-257444811 FEDGL00020013455, 0013546 Hosadurga 8199200023 FEDGL04120004868, 0007085 Hospet
08394-226899 FEDGL00990008230, 0008234, 0008236, 0008239, 0008261, 0008283, 0008785 JEEVAN BHEEMA
NAGAR 080 41900283 FEDGL00190003685, 0003692 K R NAGAR 08223 262045 FEDGL01610012518, 0012524
KR Pete 08230-262886 FEDGL00630008306, 0008333 K R PURAM 080 25610669 FEDGL00120013290, 0013306,
0013310, 0013321, 0013346, 0013353, 0014807 KR ROAD 8192272223 FEDGL00370006124, 0006135, 0006137
Kadur 08267-200280 FEDGL04870003437, 0003456, 0003819 Kampli 08394-250822 FEDGL00950009958,
0009968, 0009975, 0009988, 0008109, 0008133, 0008141, 0008142, 0008158, 0008163, 0008167, 0008168,
0008171, 0008175, 0008185, 0010002, 0009957, 0009967, 0009974, 0009987 Kappogal Road Bellary 08392-
255005 FEDGL00930004770, 0004785, 0004786 KOPIKAR ROAD 8362362444 FEDGL01550008131, 0008157,
0008163, 0008168, 0008182, 0009263, 0009309 Koppal 8539200090 FEDGL04030002682, 0002686, 0002687,
0002693, 0002704, 0003940 Kudligi 08391-299920 FEDGL04040005024, 0005026, 0005036, 0005061, 0005069,
0005088, 0005093, 0005126, 0005129, 0005154, 0005155, 0005156, 0005164, 0005168, 0007577 KUnigal
08162-220155 FEDGL01210009549, 0009564, 0009637, 0009646, 0009648, 0009651, 0009653 Laxmeshwara
8487200005 FEDGL04070002095 Madhugiri 8137200547 FEDGL03930010128, 0010212, 0006563, 0006618,
0006657, 0006665, 0006670, 0006680, 0006686, 0006704, 0010162, 0010127, 0010208 Malavalli 08321-244588
FEDGL03650005453, 0005455, 0005497, 0005499 Malebennur 08192-299566 FEDGL00620011768, 0011773,
0011776, 0011798, 0011809, 0011813, 0011814, 0011819, 0011825, 0011834 MANDIMOHALLA 8214264270
FEDGL01740009933 MANDYA 08232 239585 FEDGL01630008499, 0008500, 0008509, 0008510, 0008520,
0008805 Mundargi 08371-295011 FEDGL00640009000, 0009017, 0009026, 0009029, 0009042, 0009045,
0009053 Nagarbhavi 8023356022 FEDGL00310006126 NANJANGODE 08221 223326 FEDGL01600014265,
0014301, 0014303, 0014307, 0014349, 0015003 Nelamangala 08029911005 FEDGL03920004104, 0004175,
0002897, 0004102, 0004174 Pavagada 08136-295608 FEDGL03770008568, 0008573, 0008608, 0008610,
0008613, 0008617, 0008621, 0008643, 0008649, 0008657, 0008673, 0008681, 0008684, 0008691, 0008692,
0008702, 0008711, 0008713, 0009540 Periapatna 08223-297589 FEDGL00440011186, 0011194, 0011221,
0011249, 0009135, 0009165, 0009176, 0011185, 0011193, 0011220, 0011248 RAJAJI NAGAR 080 41902910
FEDGL00040004607 Ramamurthy Nagar 8041225616 FEDGL00350003327 RAMANAGARA 080 27275627
FEDGL01800023660, 0023695, 0023714, 0023727, 0023733, 0023740, 0023759, 0023764, 0023792,
0023795, 0023797, 0024610 RAMASWAMY CIRCLE 8214253754 FEDGL01730007385 RANEBENNUR 08373
- 297397 FEDGL02320011188, 0012630 SHIMOGA 081 23115765 FEDGL01830011039, 0011041, 0011044
Sindhanur 08535-200110,8880890891 FEDGL04610002888, 0002931 Sira 08135-295620 FEDGL03760012213,
0012317, 0012361, 0008577, 0008622, 0008623, 0008624, 0008648, 0008657, 0008671, 0008696, 0008698,
0012212, 0012310, 0012358 SIRSI 08384-223365 FEDGL01930007618, 0007623, 0007624, 0007625,
0007631, 0007640, 0007646, 0007647 SULTHANPLYA 080 41636281 FEDGL00130005841 Tarikere 08261-
200233 FEDGL04150003234, 0003235, 0003237, 0003253, 0003274, 0003276, 0003283 Tiptur 8134252402
FEDGL00470011443, 0009365, 0009379, 0009398, 0009450, 0009459, 0011442 Turuvekere 8139295735
FEDGL03860005366, 0005393, 0005404, 0005426, 0005428 Yeshwantpur 8041225684 FEDGL00340005758

Change in Venue or Date, if any will be displayed on our Website www.fedfina.com. All bidders participating
will be intimated subsequently with respect to acceptance or rejection of bids submitted by them. Customer
who want to release their ornaments shall visit at the base branch wherein the ornaments were pledged by
the customer or contact at the number mentioned above on/or before 10-10-2024 subject to the terms and
condition applicable.

Auction will be conducted at respective branches, in case the auction does not get completed on the given date
due to any reasons, the auction in respect thereto shall be conducted on subsequent working days at district

level branch after displaying the details on our Website. No further communication shall be issued in this regard.
Dated : 30-09-2024 For, sd/- Authorised Signatory

Place : Karnataka Fedbank Financial Services Ltd.,

epaper.new'rndtanexpress.ﬂun‘.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

MAKE IN INDIA
PROGRAMME LEAVES
MUCH TO BE DESIRED

— HE Make in India programme has completed 10 years. The
project was launched by the Narendra Modi government
in 2014 to give a major push to the manufacturing sector.
The aim was to take the share of manufacturing in GDP,
which was 15 percent in 2014, to 25 percent by 2020. In its

earlier days, the programme focused on easing the rules of in-

vestments, creating better infrastructure, opening up more sec-
tors for FDI, fostering innovations by making the rules for intel-
lectual property rights more effective, and developing skills.

On the completion of 10 years of Make in India, the govern-
ment has declared the programme a success. To prove its point,
the government has been showcasing the success in some sec-
tors such as electronics, defence, toys etc, where exports have
shown tremendous growth. Mobile exports surged from 1,556
crore in 2014 to %1.2 lakh crore by March 2024. Defence exports
soared from %1,000 crore to 21,000 crore, while exports of toys
have zoomed 239% over the past 10 years. There are pockets of
success stories of the Make in India scheme, primarily due to
the Production-linked Scheme (PLI), which was launched in
April 2020. Under PLI, the government is offering companies in
14 sectors cash incentives to produce in India.

However, beyond this, the scheme has largely been ineffective
in either increasing the share of manufacturing in GDP or at-
tracting major investments in the country. Even on the employ-
ment front, manufacturing jobs remain few and far between.
The share of value addition by manufacturing sector is 15.9
percent in 2023-24 compared to 16.7 percent of GDP (in constant
price) in 2013-14. Even in terms of FDI, net FDI inflows have
come down from 1.5 percent of GDP in 2013-14 to 0.8 percent in
2023-24. The reasons for a rather insipid response to the Make
in India programme are many. For one, ease of doing business
is still a far cry from what is claimed on paper. High incidence
of taxation and high handedness in dealing with tax litigation
cases is another headache. Scarcity of skilled workers in India
and competition from Vietnam and Bangladesh for low-skilled
manufacturing also add to the woes.

RECKLESS DEMOLITIONS
IN HYDERABAD MUST STOP

HEN Telangana CM A Revanth Reddy’s brainchild

Hyderabad Disaster Response and Assets Monitoring

and Protection Agency (HYDRAA) went after a few

farmhouses and structures constructed on encroached

lands near lakes in Hyderabad a few weeks ago, every-
one welcomed it in the belief that removal of encroachments
would help the city. Fast forward to the present, that belief has
been replaced with fear as the tentacles of the government be-
gan to reach the doorstep of thousands of people, all either mid-
dle class or poor, living for years in the Musi buffer zone.

The powerful lot owning farmhouses, guest houses and villas
in other areas have all but been forgotten. In the name of the
Musi River Development project, the government appears en-
tirely focused on removing the encroachments on either side of
the 55-km stretch of the river. The problem is, there are around
10,200 structures of all kinds in the region. The authorities, who
are on the job of surveying, have understandably been met with
stiff resistance. On the other hand, the HYDRAA bulldozed il-
legal buildings in Ameenpur including one of a family that cel-
ebrated a housewarming ceremony only recently. A woman in
Kukadpally died by suicide over fears that her daughters’ houses
would be demolished. It is obvious that thousands of families
are going through a nightmare. The question is, should the gov-
ernment go ahead bulldozing unauthorised structures? It is not
a simple question of yes or no. Successive governments turned
a blind eye to encroachments as real estate boomed and local
officials issued permissions left, right and centre. Properties
were registered and the government has been collecting taxes.
In normal course, if a builder claims to have all permissions,
many customers do not check nor are they even aware of buffer
zones. And on top of it, if lower level officials collude with build-
ers and grant permits, there is no way for any customer to doubt
the building’s legality. At the same time, a responsible govern-
ment cannot continue to ignore the encroachments since river
Musi might flood the region in the future as it did in the past.

The solution is neither upending the lives of thousands with-
in a short span nor let things be as they are. We suggest the
government stop its demolition job for now and allay the ap-
prehensions of people by precisely calculating compensation
and rehabilitation. Demolition and rehabilitation cannot be a
simultaneous job when people have been living in the area for
years having constructed houses by the sweat of their brow. Give
them choices of either relocating to government-built flats or
accept compensation. The government must understand that
often, the road to hell is paved with good intentions.

%
i
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QUICK TAKE

FAST-TRACK COURTS ON SLOW TRACK

FTER the Supreme Court had criticised governments for
Abeing slow to deliver justice to victims of sex crimes, the

Union government declared in 2019 it would incentivise
states to set up fast-track special courts to exclusively handle
such cases. By the end of 2023, only 757 such courts, including
411 to deal with POCSO cases, were functional in 30 states and
Union territories. The target was to have 2,600 such courts by
2026, but now the government has lowered its aim because of a
lack of judicial officers to staff them. It’s crucial for states and
their high courts to inject urgency and speed into this effort.

NE Nation One Election is a
political slogan. The agenda
of the BJP is to have synchro-
nised elections. What that
means is to have elections to
the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies together. But
that has nothing to do with one nation.
It is not as if since 1952, when there
has been the absence of a law to
hold synchronised elections, that we
were not ‘one nation’.

‘One election’ is also a misnomer. As
contemplated by the Ram Nath Kovind
Committee, ‘one election’, at the begin-
ning, will be synchronised, but there
will be situations when elections will
have to be held mid-stream. In this
case, there will be elections for the re-
maining term either in relation to the
Lok Sabha or state assemblies depend-
ing on when the government falls.
Therefore, the notion of ‘one election’
is yet another jumla. Both the slogan
and motive are political.

Ram Nath Kovind, having held the
presidential office, should never have
consented to preside over this Commit-
tee. Having represented the republic, he
should not be seen implementing the
political agenda of a party. More so be-
cause the terms of reference of the com-
mittee was to provide a roadmap for
implementing the ONOE agenda and
not give its opinion on whether such a
massive change requiring 15 constitu-
tional amendments was desirable.

In the event, synchronised elections
are to be held in 2029. The term of 17
state assemblies will be truncated for
they would not have completed their
respective five-year term. This violates
the basic structure of the Constitution.
The reason is every government has a
constitutional right to complete its
term in office. The rationale behind it
is that political parties, through their
manifestos, publicise their agenda for
governance to persuade people to vote
for them. Citizens have a right to know
how the party in power has performed
during its term. A depleted term will
impact the credibility of parties.

The rationale given for simultaneous
elections is that this will reduce expend-
iture. The 2019 Lok Sabha elections cost
%60,000 crore and in 2024, %1,35,000 crore.
It is perceived that with synchronised
elections, there will be savings both for
the public exchequer and parties. The
second reason given is that the resourc-
es saved will be better utilised by politi-
cal parties and that frequent elections
have resulted in a policy paralysis,
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There is no reason to believe expenditure will be less with
synchronised polls as there could be frequent polls even after it is
introduced. Instead, it could diminish democracy in several ways

ONE NATION, ONE
ELECTION: YET
ANOTHER JUMILA

which is not good for governance. Apart
from this, there are reasons relating to
administrative efficiency, internal secu-
rity, reduction in populist measures, in-
crease in voter turnout, perceived social
harmony and political stability.

It isunthinkable for any political par-
ty in government to give expenditure
and consequential savings for conduct-
ing elections as a justification for violat-
ing the basic structure of the Constitu-
tion. To me, this is a spurious and
irrelevant reason for introducing 15
constitutional amendments. There is no
reason to believe that expenditure will
be less because there could be frequent
elections even after the introduction of
synchronised elections, both in state as-
semblies and the Lok Sabha. Some be-

SOURAV ROY

lieve the savings on account of synchro-
nised elections would be about %5,000
crore. Whether these savings will be bet-
ter utilised by political parties is debat-
able. We have seen in the recent past
how one party used the massive re-
sources created through electoral bonds
to build five-star party offices and for
huge rallies and infrastructural ar-
rangements during elections.

The most serious implication of this
ill-thought proposal is that it will di-
minish democracy in several ways.
First, every elected member of the Lok
Sabha and the state assembly is aware
that 50 percent of them are not likely
to be re-elected. Most of them would
like to serve their entire term. In case
of loss of confidence in the govern-

Federalism emphasizes autonomy and decentralization, |
fosters solidarity and complements groups’ efforts to be
~ as self-sufficient as possible. Groups can then be expected
¥ to cooperate as long as they derive mutual benefit

Lorenzo
Kom’boa
Ervin

ment, either at the centre or state, as-
suming this happens two or three years
after the members are elected, none
would want a re-election, given the
massive expenditure for a truncated
term. The natural inclination of such
amember, even in the opposition ranks,
would be that the government should
not fall. Besides, this would be a valid
reason by the government in power to
persuade the opposition not to risk an
election. Such a constitutional scheme
is per-se anti-democratic.

Second, what manifesto and policy
framework can a party project when the
balance term of the Lok Sabha or state
assembly is 2-3 years? Its programmes
can never see fruition in such a short
time. The constitution makers contem-
plated a five-year term, the underlying
theme of elections in India which, ac-
cording to me, is part of the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution. Any attempt to
tinker with that will be unconstitution-
al. In the event of the president’s rule
being imposed in a state, say three or
four years into its term, it will be diffi-
cult for people to be enthused about an
election for the balance of one or two
years. That makes no sense.

Freebies will still be distributed,
whether the elections are synchronised
or not. They can well be distributed
mid-term. We have seen how the
BJP has jettisoned governance and the
development agenda, concentrating on
ways to aggrandise and misuse power
for political supremacy. They have
been instrumental in destroying social
harmony, even when no election is
in sight. There is no reason to believe
there will be an increased turnout
or that synchronised elections will
improve internal security.

The other serious consequence will
be that local agendas and concerns
within states will be blacked out by a
national campaign through main-
stream media. This directly impacts
our federal structure. One of the most
beneficial aspects of having state elec-
tions at different times is that state-
specific and local issues become mat-
ters of national debate and therefore
are central to decision-making proc-
esses both at the centre and state levels.
That benefit will have been lost through
synchronised elections.

This ‘One Nation One Election’ is just
another thoughtless slogan, unrelated
to the developmental concerns of a na-
tion crying for change.

(Views are personal)
(Tweets @KapilSibal)

RECOGNISING THE REACH
OF THE EPIC OF ASIA

ITH Pitr Paksh going on and mil-
lions of people remembering
their ancestors, I am reminded
of North Indians of diverse reli-
gious backgrounds saying, “Hum
Ram kevanshaj hain,” meaning,
‘We are descendants of Rama’.
This did not mean they had abandoned
their respective religions. It was an asser-
tion of cultural belonging, transcending
caste and creed. Indians seem to have three
Kkinds of reactions to the Ramayana—faith,
critique and political ploy, forgetting that
beyond religion, it’s about culture. The ep-
ics are so entrenched in language, litera-
ture, the arts that we would be cultural or-
phans without their shared heritage.

The critique part has been dinned in our
ears via English for decades. But long be-
fore that, Sita’s fate tortured even the most
dedicated Ram-bhakts, including influen-
tial poets like Narayana Bhattadri of Ker-
ala and the Telugu saint-composer Thyaga-
raja. It was the grain of sand in the story
that chafed us down the ages and the big-
gest pearl it produced as the zeitgeist
evolved was the Constitution of India,
which enshrined equal rights and justice
for women like never before.

The political part too has been analysed
to shreds, but I submit that it’s coming from
the Ramcharitmanas of Goswami Tulsi-
das. Not that it is poor Tulsi’s fault. Written
at the height of Mughal rule, the Ramchar-
itmanas changed the history of religion in
North India. Some Hindus in Kashi op-
posed Tulsi for daring to retell the epic in
everyday speech. Ironically, it was fellow
poet Abdur Rahim Khan-e-Khanan, then
Mughal governor of Kashi, who protected
Tulsi’s spiritual and artistic freedom.

However, Tulsi’s Ram is a faultless figure
in monochrome gold, unlike Valmiki’s hu-
manly-textured hero. So, it strikes me that
since everything has a socio-historic con-
text, was Tulsi’s Ram the deeply internal-
ised response of North Indian Hinduism to
the monotheism of the invaders? The po-
litical attempts today to make Ram a war-
like rallying point suggest the possibility. It
may be something to consider.

The Indian relationship with the Ramay-
ana 1s so organic we take it for granted. But
what was so gripping about this epic across
Asia—from Mongolia to Japan to Myanmar,
Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Indonesia, the
Philippines and others—that they integrat-
ed it into their own culture? They even devel-
oped entire art forms for it, like the Wayang
of Indonesia (shadow puppet-theatre on the

Ramayana and Mahabharata) and the Ram-
akien dance-theatre of Thailand.

A mega Ramayana conference in Delhi
was held by the Sahitya Akademi in 1975
and international research papers shared
were enlightening. They attested to how
the Ramayana is truly ‘the epic of Asia’,
widely transcending religion and language.
The evidence was overwhelming.

To cite a few instances from personal ob-
servation, Southeast Asians instantly recog-
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TheIndian relationshipwiththe
Ramayanais so organic we take it
.~ forgranted. But it was so gripping
e across Asia that it was integrated
into many nations’ cultures. Some
developed entire art forms for it, like
the Wayang of Indonesia and the
Ramakien dance-theatre of Thailand

nised Hanuman as an action hero. Thai box-
ing has sequences of moves dedicated to
Hanuman and great Ramakien actors are
identified with Hanuman’s role. The Philip-
pines version of Sita’s agni pariksha dis-
plays its particular cultural melange, with
Agni in ared dhoti bearing Sita in the Chris-
tian bride’s white gown, denoting purity.

In the heart of Asia, I met the Uzbek na-
tional poet Muhammed Jon, who translat-
ed the Ramayana into Uzbek slokas. He
recited a verse to me about the battlefield
of Lanka bristling with swords. Why la-
bour for years over the Ramayana? “To
build Uzbek literature with a foundational
Asian work,” he said. It was Qamar Rais,
former head of the Indian Cultural Centre
at Tashkent, who translated the Ramayana

FAITHLINE :

into its well-known Russian version.

In sum, Asia has a deep engagement with
and active ownership of the Ramayana.
But due to our colonially-ordered and Delhi-
centric view of history, the epic, to us, re-
mains an unsung element in Asia’s cultural
bloodstream. Disadvantaged by India’s his-
tory books and dragged down by politics of
various hues, the Ramayana lacks elegant
Indian spokespersons. This is to the scorn
and amazement of Asian countries that
have created their own exquisite versions
irrespective of being Buddhist, Christian
or Muslim, and had no qualms naming a
national airline ‘Garuda’ or decorating city
centrums and international airports with
gigantic sculptures of the ‘Parthasarathi-
yam’ and the ‘Samudra Manthan’.

Asians know the Ramayana came their
way from the ancient seafarers of India’s
Eastern shores, who sang to them of a be-
loved prince and his brothers born of a
childless king’s sacrifice. That an imperi-
ous sage helped the princes win beautiful
princesses, that a palace intrigue not only
dispossessed the prince overnight but ex-
iled him to the forest for 14 years, that his
loyal bride and a devoted brother went with
him; that his father died of grief; and of
another brother’s selfless love and loyalty.

They told of a vengeful vamp, a lustful
demon-king, an alluring golden deer and a
shameful kidnap in disguise; that a brave
old vulture died trying to save the princess.
They sang of the prince’s distraught search
through many lands, of demons destroyed,
anoble vanara, a pact, a flying leap, a talis-
man ring, the burning of the proud island
city where the princess was captive, the
bridge of boulders, the battle, the victory,
and the homecoming in the flying chariot.

In depth and range, the Ramayana is the
ultimate Asian drama, with not a thing left
out—Kkings, queens, humble folk, wicked peo-
ple, staunch souls, supernatural beings, a
fight against terrible odds and a heartbreak-
ing love story. Is it any wonder that Asia’s
peoples were entranced? To know the grand-
er reality of the Ramayana is to transcend
divisive paltriness. Will we vanshaj listen?

(Views are personal)
(shebaba09@gmail.com)

MAILBAG
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Corporate exploitation

Ref: Harvest of despair and political famine
(Sep 29). The onset of globalisation has
opened up the agriculture sector to corporate
exploitation. The vagaries of nature also
compounded the woes of the community.
Agricultural laws need a nasal feeding to
farmers for their welfare measures and survival.
Katragadda Sarveswara Rao, Bhubaneswar

Beyond symbolism

Ref: United Nations: Altar of lip-sync,
graveyard of peace (Sep 29). The article
accurately portrays the current functioning
of the UN and effectively describes it as a
symbol of inaction amidst global challenges
like humanitarian crises and armed conflicts.
To regain credibility, the UN must go beyond
symbolism and take concrete action through
authentic diplomacy. The world needs to see
real change, not just empty words.

NR Jagannath, Bengaluru

UN’s reformation

The column is a powerful critique of the UN,
highlighting its need for reform and greater
effectiveness. While the tone may be stark,
the insights offered are valuable for anyone
interested in international relations and
global governance.

Avinashiappan Myilsami, Sulur

Star campaigner

On the advice of Tamil Nadu CM M K Stalin,
the state’s Governor R N Ravi appointed
Udhayanidhi Stalin as deputy CM. He deserves
the post. He was a star campaigner during the
TN assembly election in 2021. Symbolically,
he showed every election meeting a brick,
indicating the AIIMS construction work at
Madurai yet to begin.

G Purushothaman, Tirunelveli

Dynastic politics

Dynastic politics came full circle in DMK on
Saturday when Stalin’s son Udhayanidhi
became the deputy CM. After all, the sole
qualification required for such posts is that he
or she should be from the late Karunanidhi’s
family. It is sad to see senior politicians of the
party—Durai Murugan and T R Baalu—sporting
superficial smiles and welcoming the change.
S Ramakrishnasayee, Chennai

Political tactic

Filing an FIR against Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and a few other BJP
functionaries on the issue of electoral bonds
appears to merely be a political tactic to score
brownie points. Electoral bonds have been

in place for quite some time and one fails to
understand somebody choosing it to file a
complaint against the FM now.

R Sriramprasad, email
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Anurag Thakur @rssurjewala

Earlier, we were put injail for hoisting the tricolour
flag at Lal Chowk in Kashmir, today the tricolour
flies proudly at the same Lal Chowk for 24 hours.

® Congress-NC focuses on statehood after scrapping of special status ® Cong chief campaigns in Jammu region
Kharge feels dizzy during
speech in Kathua, resumes
address after treatment

FAYAZ WANI @ Srinagar

THE high-pitched campaigning
for the third and final phase of
polling in the Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly elections con-
cluded on Sunday evening, with
major political parties engag-
ing in fierce exchanges over Ar-
ticle 370, statehood and
terrorism.

Voting will be held on Octo-
ber 1 in 40 assembly constituen-
cies, including 24 in Jammu
and 16 in the Valley. For the
first time in over three decades,
there was a high-octane poll
campaign in both Jammu and
Kashmir regions. Analysts say
political leaders and candidates
campaigned openly without
any fear and threat, and there
was greater participation of
people in poll-related events.

It was the first assembly poll
since abrogation of Articles
370 and 35A and bifurcation of
J&K state into two Union Ter-
ritories on August 5, 2019. It
was also the first assembly poll
in J&K in a decade — the last
poll was held in 2014.

The parties used star cam-
paigners to woo the voters and
drum up public support in their
favour. Being the first elections
after the scrapping of J&K’s
special status, the campaigns
remained centred on Article
370 and statehood.

Article 370 key poll pitch
as campaign ends in J&K

NC candidate Farooq Ahmad Shah at a rally in Tangmarg, Baramulla district | pri

BJP leaders including PM
Narendra Modi, Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, party chief
JP Nadda and UP CM Yogi Adi-
tyanath campaigned in the
polls and their focus remained
Article 370 abrogation and the
peace it brought to the region
and doing away with discrimi-
nation by granting citizenship
and voting rights to West Paki-
stan refugees and reservation
to Gujjars, Bakerwals, Paharis
and other communities.

Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge and senior leader Ra-
hul Gandhi led the party cam-
paign with the focus on restora-
tion of statehood to J&K, filling

Constable, militant
killed in encounter
at J&K’s Kathua

FAYAZ WANI @ Srinagar

A police head constable and a
militant were Kkilled in an en-
counter in a forest area in the
border district of Kathua in
Jammu and Kashmir on Sun-
day, while another encounter
broke out in the neighbouring
Rajouri district.

Jammu ADGP Anand Jain
said a police head constable,
Bashir Ahmed, was killed in an
encounter with militants
in the village Kog (Man-
dli) in Kathua district
on Saturday evening.

He said a joint party
of police, Army and
CRPF had launched a
search operation in the
area on Saturday afternoon af-
ter receiving inputs about the
presence of militants. “There
was a firefight between mili-
tants and troops during the
search operation in the evening
in which head constable Bashir
Ahmed was killed and Dy SP
Sukhbir Singh and ASI Niaz
Ahmed injured,” he said.

The injured DySP and ASI
were shifted to a nearby hospi-
tal, where doctors have termed

~/

their condition as stable. “The
search operation continued in
the area and the contact was
again established with mili-
tants on Sunday morning. In
the firefight, a militant was
killed,” the ADGP said.

A large cache of arms and
ammunition and war-like
stores were recovered from the
slain militant, who is suspected
to be a Pakistani national. “We
have got inputs that a group of

2-3 militants are hiding in
the area and the search
is goingon,” a police of-
ficer said.
As the searches were
going on in Kathua, a
firefight broke out be-
tween militants and secu-
rity forces during a search op-
eration in the neighbouring
Rajouri district. “Based on spe-
cific intelligence about pres-
ence of terrorists, ajoint search
operation was launched by se-
curity forces at Manial Gali,
Thanamandi in Rajouri district
on Sunday. Afew rounds have
been fired from both sides,”
ADGP said. The area has been
cordoned off and more troops
rushed to tighten the siege.

one lakh government jobs and
freebies on electricity. Although
Congress leaders shied away
from discussing Article 370,
they talked about safeguarding
jobs and land rights of local
population. The regional par-
ties — NC, PDP and Peoples
Conference — majorly focused
on restoration of Article 370
and statehood and jobs for un-
employed youth.

Baramulla MP Er Rashid,
who heads the Awami Ittihad
Party and is on an interim bail
till October 2, called for resolu-
tion of the Kashmir issue, hold-
ing talks with all stakeholders
in J&K, restoration of Article
370 and statehood.

FAYAZ WANI @ Srinagar

CONGRESS president Mal-
likarjun Kharge on Sunday fell
unwell while addressing a poll
rally in Kathua and after being
given medical assistance said
he won’t die till Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is removed
from power, and pledged to re-
store statehood to J&K.

“I am 83 years old, and I am
not going to die so early. I will
stay alive till Modi is removed
from power. I will listen to you
and fight for you,” Kharge said
after resuming his address fol-
lowing a brief pause.

“We will definitely restore
statehood. We will fight for it.
Whatever happens, I won’t
leave it,” he said. The Congress
in its manifesto has pledged to
restore statehood to J&K.

Earlier, Kharge said the BJP
government never wanted to
hold Assembly elections in J&K
as they wanted to run the gov-
ernment via remote control
through Lieutenant Governor.
“It was only after the Supreme
Court order that Assembly elec-
tions are being held in J&K,”
he said.

Congress president accused
PM Modi of “shedding croco-
dile tears” on the future of J&K
youth. “The BJP has pushed
J&K youth into the darkest era

We will definitely restore statehood.
We will fight for it. Whatever
happens, | won’t leave it

Mallikarjun Kharge, Congress chief

for which PM Modi is responsi-
ble. They say they will provide
five lakh jobs to youth. This has
been said by the PM and HM
duringrallies in J&K. I want to
ask them what they have been
doing for 10 years,” he said.
Kharge said 65% jobs in J&K
are lying vacant. “There is one
lakh backlog jobs in J&K. Why
recruitment was not done to fill
these jobs. The BJP is befooling
the people and telling lies.
Their intention is not to give
jobs to youth,” he said, adding
that the NC-Congress will defi-
nitely form government and
recruit for 1 lakh jobs.
Rejecting the BJP claim that
Congress is going to withdraw
reservation, he said, “T'1ill there
is untouchability and casteism,
reservation will continue.”

Govt plans to upgrade fencing, build
bullet-proof posts along Pak border

MUKESH RANJAN @ New Delhi

AMID recent spurt in terror at-
tacks in Jammu region, the
Central government has decid-
ed to upgrade infrastructure
along the frontiers with Paki-
stan, with a plan to build bul-
letproof posts for the security
forces to monitor infiltration,
officials said on Sunday.

Along with the proposals for
Jammu and Kashmir, various
border projects in Rajasthan,
Gujarat and Punjab were also
discussed in a high-level meet-
ing chaired by Home Minister
Amit Shah, the officials said.

According to sources privy to
the information, reports of a
hydrological and reconnais-
sance survey were presented
before the committee to indi-
cate various design parameters
for preliminary estimates of
the proposed projects.

Sources indicated that devel-
opment projects across various
rivers close to the India-Paki-
stan border were given an ap-
proval at the meeting. These
projects, with an estimated cost
of ¥1,500 crore, aim to improve
access to the border areas.

The officials, while sharing
further details regarding the
decisions taken at the high-lev-
el meeting, said that the number
of border posts along western
frontiers would be increased

FORTIFYING THE BORDER

Bulletproof posts for security forces to monitor infiltration

Construction of roads from Border Out
Posts to the border fencing across districts
including Kathua and Samba sectors

and a few of them, considered
more prone to infiltration, will
be bulletproof.

The decision to build bullet-
proof posts was taken in the
backdrop of recent unprovoked
firing by the Pakistan Rangers
in which a BSF jawan was in-
jured, sources said, adding that
such sentry posts would help
the force prevent casualties.

A source said, “A proposal for
the construction of roads from
border outposts to the fence
along the Indo-Pakistan border
across various infiltration-
prone Jammu districts includ-
ing Kathua and Samba sectors,
have been approved.”

This year, Rajouri and

Govt plans 3 Bills to implement ‘One Nation One Poll

PREETHA NAIR @New Delhi

A week after Union Cabinet ap-
proved the proposal for ‘One Na-
tion, One Election’ as recom-
mended by a high-level committee
headed by former President Ram
Nath Kovind, the government is
likely to bring three Bills in Par-
liament during the winter ses-
sion or budget session.

Of this, two Bills include
amending the Constitution to
put in place the government’s
plan to hold simultaneous elec-
tions for the Lok Sabha, state
assemblies and local bodies in
a phased manner.

The Kovind committee had
proposed simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sab-
ha and state assemblies
as the first step, and
synchronised polls to

local bodies within 100 w

days of the general elec-

tion. It had recommended
15 amendments to the Constitu-
tion to be carried out through
two Constitution Amendment
Bills. If the government de-
cides to carry out the Kovind
committee proposal from 2029,
as many as 17 states will have

tenure of assemblies for less
than three years.

The committee had proposed
amendments to three Articles,
insertion of 12 new sub-clauses
in the existing Articles and
tweaking three laws related to
Union Territories with legisla-
tive assemblies. The total
number of amendments and
new insertions stands at 18.

However, experts have point-
ed out that to pass the Constitu-
tional Amendment Bills, a spe-
cial majority of not less than
two-thirds of the House will be
required. The government
needs the support of 362 mem-
bers, though the NDA has only

292 members in the House.
As most Opposition par-
ties and the ‘neutral’
parties such as BJD
have opposed the Bill,
the government has a
tough task at hand.
Citing the committee’s
recommendations, sources said
the proposed Bill would seek to
amend Article 82A by adding
sub-clause (1) relating to the
‘appointed date’. It will also
seek to insert sub-clause (2) to
Article 82A relating to the end

Panel proposed cuts and
stitches to existing laws

The high-level committee led by
former President Ram Nath Kovind
had proposed amendments to
three Articles, insertion of 12 new
sub-clauses in the existing Articles
and tweaking three laws related to
Union Territories with legislative
assemblies. The total number of
amendments stands at 18.

of terms of the Lok Sabha and
state assemblies together.

The Bill also proposes to
amend Article 83(2) and insert
new sub-clauses (3) and (4) re-
lating to the duration and dis-
solution of the Lok Sabha. It
also has provisions related to
the dissolution of the legisla-
tive assemblies and amending
Article 327 to insert the term
‘simultaneous elections’. This
Bill will not need ratification
by at least 50% of the states, the
recommendation said.

One of the proposed Constitu-
tional Amendment Bills, which
deals with aligning the local
body elections to that of the Lok
Sabha and the assemblies, will
require an endorsement from at

least 50% of the states.

The second Constitutional
Amendment Bill will seek to
amend constitutional provi-
sions relating to the prepara-
tion of electoral rolls by the
Election Commission in consul-
tation with State Election Com-
missions for local body polls.

The second Bill will also cre-
ate provisions to hold simulta-
neous elections to municipali-
ties and panchayats, along with
elections to Lok Sabha and
state legislative assemblies by
inserting a new Article 324A.

The third Bill will be an ordi-
nary one to amend provisions
in three laws dealing with Un-
ion Territories with legislative
assemblies — Puducherry, Del-
hi and Jammu and Kashmir —
to align the terms of these
Houses with other legislative
assemblies and the Lok Sabha
as proposed in the first Consti-
tutional Amendment Bill.

The statutes it proposes to
amend are the Government of
National Capital Territory of
Delhi Act-1991, the Government
of Union Territories Act-1963
and the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act-2019.

& rivers close to the
=5 India-Pakistan border

Projects in different
locations in Ferozepur &
Abohar sectors of Punjab

Armored
cables with
high-quality
lighting along
= Increasing number of the border
border posts along ——— —
western frontiers New high-
powered LED
z'l 500 (R lights for night
0 checking
worth development -
projects across various isun [R

for fencing and
walls witha
new layered
designin
Rajasthan

Poonch have seen multiple ter-
ror attacks on the Army and
civilians. These attacks have
shown a change in strategy of
terrorists in targeting Indians.

In addition, the Committee
has also cleared projects in dif-
ferent locations in the Fero-
zepur and Abohar sectors of
Punjab along India-Pakistan
borders.

Armored cables will be used
with high-quality lighting
along the Indo-Pakistan border.
New high powered LED lights
will be brought for night check-
ing. In Rajasthan, over ¥500
crore will be allocated for fenc-
ing and walls with a new lay-
ered design.

Jitendra Patwari @jitupatwari

Over 5,000 government schools in Madhya
Pradesh have not enrolled a single student

.?
inClass 1in this academic session (2024-25).

between the two countries.

B e g W om A

Member CBIC

frontrunners for the two posts.

Indo-Russian Ties

JAISHANKAR-MANTUROV MEET IN MUMBAION NOV 11

The next meeting of the India-Russia Intergovernmental
Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technical and
Cultural Cooperation is scheduled to take place in Mumbai on
November 11 this year. The Indian side will be headed by external
affairs minister S Jaishankar, while the Russian delegation will
be headed by First Deputy Prime Minister and minister for
industry and trade Denis Manturov. The two sides will review the
progress made by the working groups and sub-working groups of
the commission on cooperation in the field of energy, transport,
trade, banking and financial matters, communication
technologies, agriculture, pharmaceuticals, priority investment
projects, etc and seek to resolve the pending issues. India is likely
to raise the issue of equity oil offtake from Sakhalin-1, while the
Russian side may flag the delay in its projects in India and the
continued stalemate over setting up payment mechanisms

GARG, SINGH, CHATURVEDI LEAD RACE FOR 2 POSTS

The Union government has initiated the process to appoint two
members of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs
(CBIC). The board will soon have two vacancies as Rajiv Talwar,
Member (Compliance Management) is scheduled to retire on
November 30 and Alok Shukla, Member (Administration) will
retire on December 31. Sources said ten officers have been
selected for interviews in two batches of five each. The
interviews are scheduled for September 30 and October 3. Senior
IRS officers Yogendra Garg, Vivek Chaturvedi, Mohan Kumar
Singh, Ravinder Saroop and Mahendra Ranga will be interviewed
on September 30. Rajkumar, Valte Vungzamuan, Prachi Saroop,
Rimjhim Prasad and Rajesh Jindal are scheduled to be
interviewed on October 3. According to sources, Yogendra Garg,
Mohan Kumar Singh and Vivek Chaturvedi are among the

Trouble in Punjab

MLAs SEEK MANN’S OUSTER AS AAP SUPPORT SHRINKS

All is not well in the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in Punjab. The
MLAs belonging to the state’s ruling party are growing
increasingly restless, and there are murmurs within the party of
a section demanding that chief minister
Bhagwant Mann be replaced with a more
acceptable leader. Mann enjoys the trust of
AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal. However, the rising
number of MLAs seeking a change in
leadership in Punjab is a matter of concern
for him. The party’s waning influence on the
state’s voters has also emboldened Mann’s
detractors. The AAP had stormed into office
in Punjab by winning 92 out of the 117
assembly seats, trouncing the two national
parties — BJP and Congress — and the main
regional player, Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD).
However, two years after this spectacular
victory, the party faced a humiliating defeat in
the Lok Sabha polls. It could win only three
out of the 13 parliamentary seats, with the
opposition Congress bagging seven, SAD
winning one and two seats going to independents. Sources said
the AAP chief is keen to put his house in order. There are several
names doing rounds as Mann’s replacement, including Assembly
Speaker Kultar Singh Sandhwan, education minister Harjot Bains
and finance minister Harpal Cheema.

Akhilesh Yadav @yadavakhilesh
BJP finds happiness in demolishing well-
established homes ... With every house
that falls, BJP also falls even lower.

s

HAHIDFARIDI ||

The writer is Resident Editor
TNIE, New Delhi.
Follow him on X @Shahid_Faridi_

A decade of ‘Make in India’ Modi asks
people to buy local products for festivals

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR @ New Delhi

ON completion of 10 years of
‘Make in India’ initiative, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in his
114th episode of the monthly
radio programme ‘Maan Ki
Baat’ on Sunday urged the peo-
ple to buy locally made prod-
ucts during festivals.

He also invited the creator
community to showcase their
talent and strengthen the ‘Cre-
ate in India’ movement.

He also said that ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ shows people like positive
stories and inspiring examples.
“This episode today is going to
make me emotional. It is flood-
ing me with a lot of memories.
The reason is that this journey
of ours in ‘Mann Ki Baat’ is
completing 10 years. ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ started on the day of Vi-
jayadashami on October 3, a
decade ago”, he said.

“This year on October 3 when
10 years of ‘Mann Ki Baat’ are
completed, it will be the first
day of Navratri,” he said.

The PM cited many examples

D

In today’s world, India has become a
manufacturing powerhouse and it is
because of the youth power of the
country that the whole world is
looking up to us

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

of Make in India initiative tak-
en up across the country. He
also emphasised water conser-
vations practices and cited
some examples from several
states.

Highlighting the success of
Make in India initiative, the
PM said the programme has fa-
cilitated a rise in exports from

every sector. The rise in For-
eign Direct Investment is a tes-
timony to its success, he said.

Speaking about his mantra of
governance —Vikas (develop-
ment) with ‘Virasat’ (heritages),
the PM referred to his recent
visit to the US. “The return of
nearly 300 antiquities to India
has widely been appreciated. It
shows when people start taking
pride in their heritage, the
world respects their senti-
ments,” he said, adding that a
large number of ancient arte-
facts were brought back from
different countries in the last 10
years of his government.

“In today’s world, India has
become a manufacturing pow-
erhouse and it is because of the
youth power of the country
that the whole world is looking
up to us,” he said.

He also suggested that people
gift their loved ones something
made locally. “Any product that
has been made with the sweat
of an Indian artisan is our
pride — we always have to lend
glory to this pride,” he said.
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Police have arrested two former employees of a private
hospital and another person for allegedly stealing %21 :

lakh cash from a doctor’s cabin at the medical facility in 4 HURT AS BUS COLLIDES

Thane distict of Maharashtra, an official said on Sunday.

5 CRPF men injured in Naxal blast

Explosion took place when a team was out on a de-mining exercise in south Bastar area

EJAZ KAISER @ Raipur

FIVE CRPF personnel, includ-
ing an assistant commandant,
were injured in an improvised
explosive device (IED) blast
triggered by Naxalites on Sun-
day in Chhattisgarh’s south
Bastar area, police said.

The incident occurred in
Usur block of Bijapur district
while the forces were on a
combing operation against the
outlaws. The forces have
stepped up operations as Union
home minister Amit Shah had
last month declared in Raipur
that the country will be free
from the Maoist problem by
March 2006.

“A team of CRPF 153 battal-
ion was out on a de-mining ex-
ercise when an IED exploded at
Tarnem-Gundam area of Bi-
japur district. The squad was
carrying out the task to track
down IEDs and defuse them.
The troops spotted a wire at-
tached to the pressure IED. As
the search for the bomb con-
nected to the wire was on, it ex-
ploded causing splinter inju-
ries to five personnel,” a
Bijapur police officer said.

The IED blast incident oc-
curred only 350 metres from
the CRPF’s Chinnaglur base
camp. The troopers immediate-
ly took positions but there was
no exchange of firing.

The personnel received splin-
ter injuries on the face, eyes
and above their abdomen area.

Since 2004 to 2014
there were

16,463 &

Maoists-related
incidents and from
2014 till August
7,746 naxal
disturbances—a
539%o drop

6,617

security personnel
and civilians died
during 2004-2014
and there was

a decline by 70%
with 2004 casualties
including both

968

SO FAR 157 CADRES OF THE MAOISTS HAVE BEEN NEUTRALISED BY SECURITY
FORCES, 663 CADRES ARRESTED AND 556 SURRENDERED THIS YEAR SINCE

JANUARY IN THE CONFLICT-RIDDEN BASTAR ZONE, SOUTH CHHATTISGARH.

After the early treatment in the
camp, the jawans were brought
to the Bijapur district head-
quarters and later shifted to
Raipur.

Besides CRPF assistant com-
mandant Vaidya Sanket Devi-
das, the other injured included
inspector Sanjay Kumar and
three constables B Pawan Kaly-
an, Lochan Mahto and Dhole
Rajendra Ashurba.

“The conditions of all the in-
jured remain stable and out of
danger,” the Bijapur police of-

MAOIS

CIVILIAN  E
CASUALTIES

533

.'.Ib.-.'

(*Till Aug)

ficer said. As the troops are ag-
gressively launching anti-Mao-
ist operations in the conflict
zone of Bastar zone, the IEDs
remain the easiest weapon for
the banned outfit to inflict dam-
age on the security forces, said
Brigadier (rtd) B K Ponwar, a
guerrilla warfare expert.

Shah declared the deadline
on eliminating the left-wing ex-
tremists with the revised plan
of action aimed at final assault
against the rebels with the twin
objectives.

T DISTURBANCES

In 2010, 96 districts in the
country reported Maoist
violence. Later 11 more districts
were created, but recently only
42 districts report such cases

The year 2010
recorded the
highest casualties
of security
personnel at 1005,
got reduced to 138
in the year 2023

Since 2019 there
were 277 new
camps of central
armed police forces
(CAPF) were set up
to fill the security
vacuum

2014-2024 period
saw declinein
Maoist violence
and 14 top Maoist
leaders were
eliminated

First, the efforts were direct-
ed to establish rule of law in
the Maoist-affected areas, and
second, to develop the area that
witnessed destruction. Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai had
said that the battle against the
Maoists would continue till
they were wiped out.

So far 157 Maoist cadres have
been neutralised by security
forces, 663 arrested and 556 sur-
rendered this year since Janu-
ary in the conflict-ridden Bas-
tar zone.

ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS

Don’t forget gains of ‘double

BJP changes tactics before
Rahul’s Haryana roadshows

HARPREET BAJWA @ Chandigarh

IN a tactical move, the ruling
BJP eyeing a third consecutive
term in Haryana in the
assembly elections due October
5 appears to be experimenting
with making this election
more localised.

On the other hand, the oppo-
sition Congress is planning a
series of road shows by leader
of the opposition Rahul Gan-
dhi in the coming days.

BJP leaders are focusing on
the track record of their gov-
ernment. They charge the pre-
vious Congress governments
with favoritism and corruption
(kharchi & parchi) in govern-
ment jobs.

“Under Khattar or Saini dis-
pensation, the stress has been
on good governance and trans-
parency factor,” said a BJP
leader who was attending a ral-
ly of Home Minister Amit Shah
in Karnal on Sunday.

He also highlighted various
government sops to various
sections of society. “We are
committed to procuring all 24
crops on minimum support
price (MSP).

Leader of Opposition and
former CM Bhupinder Singh
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Hooda has told the people, espe-
cially in rural areas, that the
BJP failed to deliver on its com-
mitments since 2014.

He charged the BJP with
copy-pasting the Congress
manifesto. “Their manifesto is
a bundle of lies,” said a Hooda
supporter.

The saffron party is depend-
ing on the caste arithmetic and
is trying non-Jat and Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) vote
bank. On the other hand the
Congress is banking heavily on
the consolidation of the Jat-
Muslim-SC vote and looking for
chinks in the BJP’s coalition of
non-Jat and OBC vote bank.

Didi seeks Central help as
N Bengal situation worsens NDRF teams deployed

RAMASHANKAR @ Patna

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

WEST Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Sunday described the flood situation in the
northern districts as “alarming” and claimed
that the state has been deprived of central as-
sistance to deal with the natural calamity. She
said her government was dealing with the del-

uge on a war footing.

“North Bengal is reeling under flood. Districts
such as Cooch Behar, Jalpaiguri and Alipurduar |
have been affected. Due to heavy rain in catch- =
ment areas of Kosi river, places in Bihar, and
Malda and Dakshin Dinajpur districts of West
Bengal will be affected in the near future,” she

said on her way to Siliguri.

Accusing the central government of not help-
ing the state in fighting the calamities, she said,
“It did not take up maintenance work of Far-
akka barrage and its water-bearing capacity
hasreduced to a great extent despite our repeat-

ed reminders.”

Following the meeting when asked whether
she would reach out to the Centre again, Baner-
jee said, “If I write to the PM, one of his minis-
ters will reply. This is not correct. (Maybe) I will
then correct that again and send another letter.”
Banerjee had written twice to PM Narendra
Modi after the flood broke out in the state. The
CM said alert had been issued for six districts.

‘Only in
polls’

Mamata
Banerjee said
that BJP
leaders visit
West Bengal
“only during
polls but forget
about the state
when it matters
most”. “Only
Bengal is being
deprived of
flood grants”,
she claimed.

FLOOD HAVOC

BJP depending on the
caste arithmetic

The saffron party is depending
on the caste arithmetic and is
trying non-Jat and Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) vote
bank. On the other hand the
Congress is banking
heavily on the
consolidation of the Jat-
Muslim-SC vote and
looking for chinks in the
BJP’s coalition of non-
Jat and OBC vote bank.
Home Minister Amit
Shah addressed an
election rally at
Badshahpur in Gurugram.
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NTIA conducts raids
in Bastar over last
year’s attack on Army

MUKESH RANJAN @ New Delhi

THE anti-terror federal probe
agency NIA has conducted
raids across the Amabeda area
of North Bastar district in the
Kaker region of Chhattisgarh
as part of its investigation in a
case linked to the brutal killing
of Indian Army personnel by
extremists of the banned CPI
(Maoist) last year, officials said
on Sunday.

The officials said that the in-
vestigative teams extensively
searched several locations
belonging to 11 suspects
during the crackdown
in villages Useli,
Gumjhir, Badetevda,
Umarkumta, and
Amabeda.

Following the search-
es, air guns, mobile phones,
printers, laptops, hard
discs, DVRs, motorcycles, in-
criminating naxal documents,
which are being examined, and
266,500 in cash have been
seized, they said.

The case relates to the fatal
attack on Motiram Achala, who
was on leave from his posting
in Assam in the Indian
Army when he was shot
dead by a group of unknown
cadres of CPI (Maoist) near
Murga Bazar village Useli, PS
Amabeda, in February 2023, the

officials said.

Achala was at a local fair
along with his elder brother Bi-
rajhu Ram Achala and his
friends when he was attacked.
After the murder;, the assailants
fled towards the nearby jungle,
shouting slogans of “Lal Salam
Jindabad”.

“During the NIA investiga-
tion, names of CPI (Maoist)
supporters suspected to have
been involved in the heinous
crime came to light, leading to
today’s searches,” the state-

ment read.
Achala, who joined as
Haviladar in 2013, was
the first one from the
village to join the
Indian Army. He
used to encourage local
residents to join the de-
fence forces.

During the NIA investiga-
tion, names of CPI (Maoist)
supporters/OGWs suspected to
have been involved in the hei-
nous crime came to light, which
led the NIA investigators to
launch searches on the premis-
es of the suspects.

The NIA, which took over the
case from the local police in
March this year, is continuing
with its investigation and has
intensified its efforts to dis-
mantle the Maoist ecosystem in
the region, the officials said.

engine’ govt, PM tells Pune

Pune metro project
Phase-I

Swargate-Katraj Extension of
Pune Metro is part of Phase-1 to
be developed at the cost of
around ¥2,955 crore. This
southern extension of around
5.46 km is completely
underground with three
stations — Market Yard,
Padmavati and Katraj. The
cost of the underground
section between District
Court to Swargate is around
Z1,810 crore. The
PM praised the
work of ahayuti
government.

Bihar steps up reliet efforts,

UNION government has stepped up measures to
assist the Bihar government combat flood situa-
tion after release of excess rainwater from
Valmiki Nagar and Birpur barrages in north Bi-
har following heavy rainfall in neighbouring Ne-
pal. Union minister for home Nityanand Rai on
~—— Sunday said that if required, Airforce personnel
% will be engaged in evacuating people from flood
—~ affected areas to safer places in north Bihar. He
said even food packets will be airdropped in

largely affected villages, if need be.

Aggravates
condition

The discharge of
excess water
may aggravate
the condition of
over 16.28 lakh
people in 13
districts, sources
in the state
disaster
management
department
said, as several
rivers were in
spate.

Talking to media persons after chairing a
high-level meeting with senior officials, Rai said
that that the central government was keeping a
close watch on the flood situation in Bihar. “We
are prepared to deal with the situation, which
has worsened in some districts,” he added.

At least nine teams of National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) have been deployed in
flood hit districts and more teams kept in re-
serve, which will be sent on the recommenda-
tion of the state government. The NDRF per-
sonnel are already on the job, he added.

Additional chief secretary of state disaster
management department Pratyaya Amrit
chaired a meeting to assess the flood situation.
The district magistrates of flood hit districts
were asked to set up flood relief camps.

SUDHIR SURYAWANSHI @ Mumbai

AHEAD of the Maharashtra
Assembly polls due soon, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday virtually laid the foun-
dation stone of Pune metro
projects connecting Swargate
to Katraj (worth %11,200 crore)
and inaugurated the Pune Met-
ro section of District Court to
Swargate which will also mark
the completion of Pune Metro
Rail Project (Phase-1).

The cost of the underground
section between District Court
to Swargate is around 1,810
crore. The Prime Minister said
the “double engine govern-

Two abducted
Meitei youths
call CM for help

PRASANTA MAZUMDAR @ Guwahati

TWO Meitei youths, abducted
by the Kuki militants, appealed
to Manipur Chief Minister N
Biren Singh to save their lives.
The appeal was made through
a video that surfaced on social
media early Sunday morning.

One of the abductees made a
fervent appeal to Singh to save
their lives by fulfilling the de-
mands of their abductors. The
demands were not immediately
known. Hours after the video
surfaced, Singh held a meeting
with MLAs from various par-
ties. He said the state govern-
ment was taking steps to secure
the duo’s safe release.

Three youths — Ningombam
Johnson Singh, Oinam Thoithoi
Singh and Thokchom Thoithoi-
ba Singh — were reported miss-
ing on Friday after they had left
their homes in the Thoubal dis-
trict on a two-wheeler to take
part in an army recruitment
rally at New Keithelmanbi.

ment” under the leadership
of chief minister Eknath
Shinde has been focusing on in-
frastructure development and
connectivity in major cities of
the state.

“The Pune Metro concept
came in 2008, but our govern-
ment started the work in 2016.
The earlier governments did
nothing to connect the impor-
tant places by the Metro net-
work and road, but our govern-
ment 1is focusing on
development,” the PM said.

The PM praised the develop-
ment work of the ruling Ma-
hayuti government. “Pune city
has been growing. It is the duty
of the government to provide
infrastructure development
and state-of-the-art facilities,”
Modi said.

PM Narendra Modi said that
Pune has witnessed a historical
revolution and development in
past. Savitribai Phule was the
first person who started a
school for girls’ education.

The Prime Minister also ded-
icated to the nation Bidkin In-
dustrial Area, a transformative
project covering 7,855 acres un-
der the National Industrial
Corridor Development
Programme.
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NGO disputes CM’s
statement on NRC

Assam Public Works (APW), an NGO
and one of the main petitioners for
the updation of National Register of
Citizens (NRC), disputed Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma’s
statement that the BJP government
requested the Supreme Court to
allow it to carry out the
re-verification of documents
covering 20% of people living along
the Bangladesh border. “It’s been
five years but the BJP governments
in the state and at the Centre have
not submitted any affidavit in the SC
seeking the re-verification of NRC
documents. This government will
not do any NRC-related work,” APW
chief Abhijit Sarma said.

BJP in Assam has
50 lakh members

The BJP now has 50 lakh members
in Assam, the party said. BJP
national general secretary BL
Santhosh said the party achieved
the milestone in the ongoing
membership drive. “Assam has
become the fourth state after Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat to achieve this milestone,”
Santhosh said, applauding the state
leaders. Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said the BJP’s total
membership in Assam in 2019 was
around 19 lakh. “This growth is
massive. Moving forward, our goal is
to secure 40,000 members per
Assembly constituency,” he said.

Frisking of school bags
made mandatory

The Kamrup (Metro) district
administration issued an order
asking schools, both state-run and
private, in the district to frisk the
bags and pockets of students before
the commencement of classes and if
any arms, weapons, sharp objects or
any toxic products like liquid, gutka,
tobacco, cigarette etc or any other
objectionable items are found, they
should be seized and the parents
informed. The schools were asked to
treat the matter seriously. The order
was issued in the light of a recent
incident at the Padum Pukhuri
School in the Darrang district in
which a Class 9 student lost his life in
school after he was assaulted by a

schoolmate.

Day before SC hearing on
RG Kar case, medics hit
streets for more security

SULAGNA SENGUPTA @ Kolkata

JUNIOR medics from various
government hospitals and gen-
eral public participated in
torch rallies across Kolkata on
Sunday demanding justice for
the murdered R G Kar hospital
doctor and security at their
workplaces, a day before
the Supreme Court is set

to hear the case of rape-
murder of the post-
graduate trainee.

Having gone back to
work after a month-long
agitation, the junior doc-
tors on Saturday expressed
their intention to consider re-
suming total ‘cease work’ in
medical colleges, contingent on
the state government’s assur-
ances regarding their safety
during the upcoming court
proceedings.

On Sunday evening, medics
from the College of Medicine
and Sagore Dutta Hospital or-
ganised a torch and candle

march, protesting an assault by
outsiders following a patient’s
death on Friday night.

The junior doctors there have
gone on strike after the inci-
dent, insisting on proper secu-
rity measures.

Participants, including peo-
ple from various professions,

held candles and torches as
they marched from
Sagore Dutta Hospital
to Dunlop Crossing.

The junior doctors car-

ried banners stating

‘No security, no work’

and ‘No safety, no work’.

Meanwhile, Kolkata Po-

lice Commissioner Manoj Ver-

ma visited R G Kar Medical

College and Hospital a day be-

fore the apex court is to hear
the rape-murder case<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>