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IRAN FIRES 180 MISSILES AT
ISRAELI POPULATION CENTERS

Tel Aviv building takes
direct hit, other damage
reported; sirens send people
into shelters across country;
Israel vows Iran will pay

Yaniv Kubovich,
Bar Peleg, Ben Samuels
and Reuters

Iran launchedabarrage of
180 missiles at Israel on Tues-
day night, the IDF zaid, The
Iranian response came in
response to Israel's of fensive
actions against Hezbollah in
Lebanon, and were & sharp
escalation in the years-lkmg
animosity between between
Lsrael and Iran.

The orange glow of mis-
giles streaked across [s-
rael's night sky as air raid
sirens sounded and mullions
of residents scrambled into
bamb shelters. Israel vowed
retaliation for Iran's missile

barrage, which it =aid had
caused only a few injuries.
Rescue services say two
people were lightly wound-
ed i Tel Aviv, while others
were injured while making
their way to shelter.

A building in Tel Aviv
took a direct hit, and there
were reports of hits in cen-
tral Israel, the Negev, and
the Sharon region.,

Sirens sounded across
the country, including in Tel
Aviv and Jerusalem, where
loud explosions were heard,

Following the barrage,
IDF Spokesperson  Hear
Adm. Danmiel Hagari said

See IRAN, Pape 2

Iranian mizsile fire over central Israel on Tuesday evening,

After an unprecedented Iranian

Main Asravap

Six killed,
10 wounded
1n shooting
attack in
Jaffa

Jnsh Brainar

Six people were killed and
10 others were wounded in
a shooting attack in Jaffa,
part of Tel Aviv, on Tuesday,
EMErgency services report-
ed. Five of those wounded
arein serious condition, and
a child was lightly wounded.

Two assailants opened
fire toward the Light raal
station on Jerusalem Boule-
vard and were shot dead by
a passerby and a security
euard who were in the area,
palice said. Large police and
IDF anti-terror unit forces
were scanning the area.

Tel Aviv district com-
mander Haim Sargrof said
that the two assatlants were
Mohammed Khalef Saher
Regev and Hassan Moham-
med Hassan Tamimi, both
in their twenties from the
city of Hebron in the West
Bank. They did not have a
permit to be in Israel.

An evewitness who was at
the scene of the attack said:

See JAFFA, Page 2
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attack, we are 1n a regional war % ReichmAn paphasiRecans

University

number of projectiles Iran - air force and the air defense

After nearly a vear of
fighting, as of Tuesday eve-
ning Israel 15 involved inoa
regional war, In the wake
of the events of the past
two weeks between Israel
and Hesbollah, Iran has in-
serted mself into the heart
of the conflict by launching
a massive, unprecedented
miissile attack an [sraeli soil.
Accordingly, a fierce [sraeli
réprisal is expected.

Amazingly, the Iraman
aftack caused no serious

Analysis Amos Harel

castualtics, although many
homes in the center of the
country were damaged from
shrapnel, some of it from
interceptor missiles. After
a little more than an hour,
the Home Front Command
authorized civilians to leave
their protected spaces.

The initial assessment
1% that Iran launched abou
180 ballistic missiles at Is-
rael, mast of which were in-
tercepted or landed in open
aresd, That iz about half the

fired in its April attack, but
this time the proportion of
ballistic missiles was great
er and, asa result, so was the
damaged caused.

Iran presumably ana-
Iyzed the results of the pre-
vious attack and learned les-
sons from if. Nevertheless, it
did not effectively penetrate
Israeli regicnal air defenses.

Israeli, especially those
living in the center of the
country, have néver faced
an attack on this scale. Nev-
ertheless, civilians demon-
strated a high level of per-
sonal discipline while the

system saw off the attack
with aplomb, with the help
of the United States. The at
tack was supposed to target
several military and secu
rity installations, including
air force bases, but it was
also intended to hit civilian
areas and cause deaths and
terrorize the population.
The latest escalation puts
all the sides to the conflict
in an entirely different situ-
atian, m which Israel's war
with Hamas and even with
Hezbollah are relegated to

See REGIONAL Page 6

May this year and its troubles soon be over Editorial Page 11

War, grief and 1deological divides
as U.S. rabbis prepare sermons

A man blowing a shofar for Rosh Hashanah.

Etan Nechin

NEW YORK -With the High
Holy Days coinciding with
the one-year anniversary of
the October 7 massacre, the
challenge of speaking to the
moment becomes especially
daunting for U.5. rabbis this
year as their congregations

grapple with grief, uncer-
tainty and anxiety

In their Kosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur sermons,
rabbiz of all denomina-
tions will be focusing on the
themes of remembrance,
resilience and Jewish unity,
a5 they seek to guide their
congregations through these

Apil Sedanliy F AP

tumiiltuous times

We asked six New York
rabbis, the spiritual leaders
of both small and large con-
gregations, how they plan
to iddress the year that has
pushed Israel to the brink,
and the tensions the war
and other issues have raised
among their congregants...

Almost no words'

Prospect Heights  Shul
Raboi Jonathan Leener says
he finds him=elf in the umisu-
al position of being at a loas
for words this year. There-

fore, he will be drawing in- Ivan Borisenko
spiration from the sounds of Argentina,
the shofar - the ram's horn Comrnunications

that is blown in synagogues
at this ime of yvear.

“The shofar, at itz core,
produces sounds that are
intended to be cries and
wailing,” says Leener
“Rabbizs even debate what
type of crying the sound
represents: is it wailing or
rapid sohbing? Ultimately,
they agree it's a sound of
grief and trauma, Relating
to that this yvear, out of all
vears, is powerful.

“There are almost no
words to express the grief
the Jewish pecple have expe-
rienced this vear. The shofar
is an incredible instrument
because it can encapsulate
that feeling n & way that
words can't.”

Leener wants to believe
that the Jewish New Year
might also symbaolize a new

See RABBRIS, Page 4
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Iran’s dilemma: Preventing collapse of its ‘ring of fire’

Iran’s firing on Israel violated a strategic principle, after Nasrallah miscalculated in managing his conflict with Israel

“Today we, members of
the resistance, s sons and
daughters throughout the
penerations, are faced with
one key task,” Ibrahim Al
Amine, editor of the Leba-
nese newspaper Al-Akhbar,
wrote on Monday,

“This task iz to preserve
the resistance and protect it
from all evils, o be willing
to pay the heaviest price 1o
protect the idea that stands
at 115 basis and 115 historic
values,” Al Amine, who was
very elose to former Hezbaol-
lah leader Haszan Masrallah
and faithfully reflects his
views, continped. “There
i# no thinking person on
garth with whom it's pos-
gible to discuss and negoti-
ate over what is termed an
ArrangEement, an agreement
or rational according to the
criminal West.”

Al Amine isn't part of Hez-
bollah's military or manage:
rial structure, and he doesn’t
offer ideas on how it should
act or what methods it should
use to continue the resis-
tance. What concerng hum
is the idea itself - the resis-
tance. Thisis the wea around
which Hezbollah arose, on
which it built its legitimacy
and in whose name it accu-
milated its enormous politi-
cal and military power, held
Lebanon by the throat and
created a state within a state.

Resistance 15 a unifying
idea that stands outside of
local Lebanese politics or
management of the war
with Israel. It's a mobiliz-
ing idea that calls on all the
“oppressed of the world" to
rebel not only against the
Israeli occupation, but alse
against the imperialist West
and colonialism in general
g0 as to bring new justice
to the worid. It's the idea
that the Islamic Revalution
eought to market to the en
tire world, and first of all o
the Mushm world.

We can't ang
ar. But wite

can continue o be a 50

Analysis Zvi Bar'el

But this unifving idea
can't exist only in theory
To produce benefits, it must
exist in concrete  reality.
That requires it [0 navigate
through political and -eco-
nomic minefields and maneu-
ver among ideatogical rivals,
It has o mike concessions,
appeaszse and compromise to
achieve the most that's po-
litically possible, which will
then be used for the sake of
the supreme goal

In this sense, Nasrallah
was the Iranian protégd who
most correctly interpreted
the way the ideclogical
struggle should be conduct-
ed. He didn't make do with
leading a Shi'ite struggle
in Lebanon and with striv-
ing to achieve distributive
Justice, jobs, government
funding and better health
and education systems for
its Shi'tte eitizens, WNor did
he make do with creating an
Iranian bastion in Lebanon.
He saw himseif a5 an Arab
leader rather than just a
Lebanese Shi‘ite leader. But
it's precisely this image that
trapped him in unresolvable
contradictions.

When the Arab 3Spring
revolutions erupted in Tu-
nisix and Egypt, Nasrallah
sided with the demonsira-
tors. In a specch he gave on
February 7, 2011, he said,
“These protests represent
the poar, the free people
and those who seck free-
dom, those who reject the
humiliation and dishonor
from which this Egyptian
nation suffered because the
regime subordinated itself
to the wishes of America
and Israel”

MNasrallah was aware of
the gap between Iran's meg
alomaniac idea of exporting
its “Islamic™ - that is, Shi'ite
—revalution and the fact thai
the Shi'ite community con
slitutes just 12 percent of
the Arab world, as well as

the ancient conflict belween
Sunni and Shi'ite Islam. He
therefore understood that
marketing a Shi'ite revo-
lution to the Sunm world
would require global ideals
that “bypassed” Shi'ism.
Only thus could he increase
the number of people sub
seribing to the revolution

Yet the idea he promoted
of the Arab nation fight-
ing against its oppressors
was dealt a shattering hlow
when the civil upriging in
Syriabegan. Nasrallah stood
squarely alongside the Aszad
regime, He sent in troops
who participated in the up-
rising’s brutal repression and
the slaughter of thousands of
Syrian civilians, The Arab
flag he raised over the revo-
lutions in Egypt and Tunisia
became an instrument of
muirder in Syria.

Masrallah acted similarly
with regard to the Palestinian
problem, which he adopted
as a lever with which to pro
maobe his status as a regional
leader, But most Palestin
1ans are Sunni, Most of them
didn't see Nasrallsh (or Tran)
as being someone who would
save hem from the occupa
o, or even as someons who
would give Palestinians liv-
ing 1in Lebanon a better life.
Masrallash opposed giving
eqgual rights to Palestinian
refugees in Lebanon, which
woulld have allowed them
to engage in all the profes-
sipns reserved for Lebanese
citizens, tobuy property or to
oblain citizenship,

To justify this position,
he argued that giving the
Palestimans Lebanese citi-
zenship and enabling them
to assimilate 1n the country
would make the refugee
problem disappear, and with
it the Palestinian problem.
But the real reason was that
the Lebanese, inciuding the
Shr'ites, remain deeply trau-
matized by the period when
Palestinian  organizations
took over Lebanon after be
ing expelled from Jordan in
September 1970,

IN A YEAR

MARKED BY DARKNESS
MAGEN DAVID ADOM

DELIVERED

. Magen L

of light, hope, and lifesaving

care 1o all Israelis — no matter what 5785 brings.

Support Israel’s lifesavers at
atmda.org/give or 866,632.2763.

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF

MAGEN
DAVID
ADOM

A rally commemorating Nascallah in Iran this weck.

The Palestinians set up a
state within a state in south-
ern Lebancn and western
Beirut, and they terrorized
the Lebaneze, especially in
southern Lebanon. The sto-
ries of thefts, looted homes,
raped women, murders and
the seizure of Lebanese as-
sets left historical scars that
Nasrallah couldnt ignore
The result was a contradic-
tion, He fought for Pales-
tine's independence outside
Lebanom's borders. while
oppressing Palestinians
within them.

But he also had trouble
realizing his ambition to be
seen as an authentic Leba
nese leader who was fight-
ing for Lebanon. He strug
gled even though he claimed
full eredit for liberating the
country from Israeli occupa-
tion following Israel's unilat-
eral withdrawal from south-
ern Lebanon in May 2000
He leveraged that event to
legitimize the organization’s
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retention of its arms "untl
the Lebanese army 15 able
to defend the homeland by
itself,” as he put il

Masrallah was seen as
the person who destroved
the country’s fragile demo-
cratic structure, dismantled
its social foundations and
dragped it time after time
into-wars that most Lebanese
opposed. He accused anyone
who criticized the wdea of the
“registance” of Dbelraying
the country, He forced Leb-
anese leaders to allfirm the
government's commitment
to “the resistance” - and,
in consequence, to Hezbol-
lah's right to bear arms in
order to implement this idea,
i defiance of UN Security
Council Resolution 1701,

Yet when Hezbollah's in
terests reguired i, Nasral-
iah could also forge unoffi-
cial apreements with Israel.
That was the case when he
accepted the so-called Blue
Line as the land border be-
iween the couniries after
the Second Lebanon War of
2006, Likewise, he accepted
an agreement on the mar-
time border that divided
UTKIRTSEa Eas reserves be-
bween the countries.

His policy of a “retalia-
tion equation,” which char-

JAFFA

Continted from page {

Aneyewitness who was at
the scene of the attack said:
¥| saw a terrorist shoot a gird
who was on the floor and
another gicl, then I saw the
terrorist shoot a man on a
bicyele who fell to the floor,
but 1 don’t think he wasn't
hirl. At that moment a civil-
ian arrived with a gun and
ghot the terrorist.”

Another evewitness who
was @l a synagogue at the

IRAN

Contimied from page 1

that Isracl’s air defenses
had intercepted many of the
incoming missiles, and that
no further threats from Iran
were been detected at this
stage.

Mational Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan said U.S. naval
destroyers shot down [ranian
missiles as well,

An Israell source said af-
ter the attack that Iran will
pay a heavy price. Iran's
mission to the Unibed Na-
tions in Mew York posted on
X-"Should the Zlonist regime
dare to respond or commit
further acts of malevalence,
a subsequent and crushing
response will ensue.”

The Iranian order (o

Brain strain

Yoana Gonen

1. Who collad Iar rAzing the winll aresund e Ol
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Edouard Seroussi?

4, Which .S, president had the middie namse

of Gamaliel?
5. Wrat is & grecadis?

6. What s the larges! couniry that & named 1o

acterized most of the cur-
rent war, also rested on an
uncfficial agreement, along
stde s eonditon that Hes-
bollah would cease its fire
only when the war in the
raza Sirip ended. Without
any written agresment, Nas-
rallah and Israel, by mutwal
consent, maintained a mil
tary “arrangement,”

There is no organization
or party anywhere in the
world that sn't bound by
internal or external limita-
tions stemming from s vi-
sim and interests and from
the fact that it must live in
harmony with its own prin-
ciples, declared Maim (}as-
sem, Masrallah's deputy and
a candidate to replace him
after his death, in his book
“Hizbullah: The Story from
Within" (Saqi Books, 2005),

This compromize be-
Paeen inferests and vision
which required Hezbollah
to adapt itself to Lebanon's
pobitics and s complex com-
munal structure, 14 als=o the
foundation of Tranian policy.
It 1= the basziz for 118 idea of
the so-called axis of resis-
tance, which subsequently
became “the ring of fire.”

Throughout the war that
began on October 7, Iran has
insisted it iz not involved

time of the attack said that
ke heatd shots from an auto
matic weapon. “Among the
worshippers were medics
who volunteer at the MDA,
We treated a man who was
wounded in the synagogue
and then ran to the street
to help others who were
wounded," he =aid.

Another evewitness who
spoke to Hasrets said that he
heard punshots when he was
in A store near the scene of
the attack and went out into
the street to help sdminister
first aid. “There wag an in-
jured girl on the road, there
were already several peo-

launch missiles at Israel was
made by Supreme Leader
Khamenet, sentor [rantan of-
ficials told Reuters

Senwor Iranian officials
told Rewters that Tehran
had informed Russia ahead
of missile attacks on Israel
shortly before the attack, a
senior U5, administration
official warned that Iran
was preparing to “immi-
nently™ launch a ballistic
missile attack on Israel

U.5. President Joe Biden
ordered the U.5. military
bo aid Israel's defense and
ghoot down missiles target-
ing Israel. The White House
said Tuesday night that
Biden and Vice President
Kamala Harris; the Demo-
cratic nominee for presi
dent 1n next month's elec-
tion, were monitoring the
sttuation from the situation
room, and were receiving

A0
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8. In which nove! does the protagonist travel
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militarily and that every
organization in this “ring of
fire"” must act according 1o
its own decisions, based on
the circumstances in the
country where it 5 based,
Mevertheless, this indepen-
dence was limited.

For instance, Iran de
manded that the Shi‘ite mi-
hitias Im Iragq enjoying its
patronage take the Iragi gov-
ernment’s problems into ac-
count and let it conclude ne-
potiations on the withd rawal
of U5, forces from Irag by
refraining from causing a
conflict with America that
would lead to airstrikes on
the militias" bases and give
America an excuse to retain
a military préesence in the
country. Iran also sought
to set the parameters of the
conflict with Israel, with
the guiding principle being
to prevent it from expanding
into an all-out war

But MNasrallah pulled the
rope of independence too far,
apparently trusting his own
ability to read Israel’s politi-
cal and social map and his
many years of cXperience
in managing conflicts with
it. Unfortunately, the bas-
tards changed the rules, 1o
quote a saying attributed to
former U.5. Vice President

ple taking care of ber, and
then there were more shots
from nearby” he said, “We
dragged the injured woman
to a nearby restaurant’s
kitchen and blocked the door
with a heavy aobject. 1 piut a
tourniquet on her.”

He added that after about
L5 minutes security forces
arrived in large numbers
angd began knocking on the
door, and that the injured
WOTAEN Was conscious when
ahe was taken to recerve fur-
ther treatment

Israel’s National Secu-
rity Minister [tamar Ben-
Gvir arrived af the scene

People sheltering during the Iranlon strike,  Amme

regular updates from their
national security teams.
Iran attack on Isracl wasa
“legal, rational, legitimate re
sponse to the terrorist acts,”
Iran’s mission to the United
Mations in New York posted
oft X on Tuesday. “Should the

Arsieers an page §
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Spiro Agnew. And Nasrallah
— the spearhead of the axis
af resistance the leader who
was supposed to know bet-
ter than anyone else how to
reconcile between inferests
and the vision - missed his
exit. Thus, ke left Iran with
a tough strategic dilemmia it
had tried 1o aveid.

In the end, Tran decided
todeviabe from the sirategic
principle that led it to re
frain from getting imvalved
In the war. Asof the writing
of this article, it wasn't clear
whether there would be
more missile fire on Israel
Tuesday night or if the event
was over, Nevertheless, lran
will novwr have to answer the
question of where the ring
of fire 15 headed and what
will happen tothe resistance
axis following the resound-
ing collapse of the corner-
stone on which it was built

Here, 4 note of caution is
necessary. Hezhollah hasn't
dizappeared. Ttz capabili
ties, even if eroded, remain
great. They still pose &
threat to Israel, and not anly
o it. Hexbollah will continue
being a dominant player in
Lebanon. Even if it doesn't
turn its weapons on Israel,
it will continue protecting
Iran’s diplomatic interests
in that country. The same
goes for the Shi'ibe militias
that form the basis of Ira-
nian nfluence in Irag.

Mevertheless, the strate-
gy of the ring of fire, which
was supposed to protect Iran
against attack, will need to
he reconsidered. The most
urgent tasks will be to pre-
serve the status of Iran's
proxies, especially in Leba-
non and Irag (Yemen 15 &8
special case), as the pillars
of Iran's political influence
in those countries and, no
less, as its “gunships.”

If a civil uprising takes
place in Lebanon against
Hezbollah, it might also spur
Iragis fo rise up against the
pro-Tranian militias, which
have alresdy become a tar-
get for harsh public erti-
cism in recent yvears, More
importantly, Iran itsell is
now standing at the front
and facing direct threats,
both American and Israeli,
ar a time when its proxies’
effectiveness at forestalling
such attacks has been dra-
matically eroded.

of the attack, and spoke of
the mosque that is located
near the scene of the attack,
where several peopie in at
tendance were detained by
police. “If it turns out that
there 15 & connection to the
maosgue, things are clear — it
should be closed and demaol-
ished,” he said

Finance Minister Bezalel
smotrich said that he will
demand at tonight’s cabinet
discussion that the members
of the terrorisis’ families be
deported “tonight to Gaza”
and that their homes be de-
stroyed, “Nao High Court and
no B'Tselem,” he added.

Mgt R i

Jionist regime dare o re-
spond oF commit further acts
of malevolence, a subsequent
and crushing response will
ensue, Reginnal states and
the Zionists' supporters are
advised to part wavs withthe
regime,” the mission wrote.

The UN Security Couneil
15 to convene Wednesday to
discuss the Iranian attack
apgainst Israsl.

Before the attack: [DF
Spokesperson Rear Adm
Daniel Hagari said the Is-
raeliarmy is “monitoring the
threat from Iran” and that
the threat could be on “large
scale.” Hagari said that if si-
rens sound, residents mast
enter shelters until the [DF
announces they can leave

Israel’s airspace later re-
opened, the Tsrael Airports
Authority said Tuesday
night.
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This week, Israel laid its toughest
traps yet against Iran —and U.S.

Merriam-Wehster defines
alrap as “a device for taking
pame or other animals, es-
pecially .. by springing shut
suddenly” or “something
by which ocne is L‘iIIJE,’TIT or
stopped unawares,” But in
the Middle East, uappecl'
has a very different mean-
ing. On October 7, Hamas
trapped  Israel, first by
catching it unawares, then
by giving it a terrible choice:
Repel the attack and then
give into Hamas' demands
written in the blood of civil-
lans and hostages, or suc
cumb to a retabatory ram-
page, committing alleged
war crimes against Gazans,
and wrecking Israel's re-
maining legitimacy along
the way. It chiose the latter

Hezbollah trapped Israel
oo, by launching its offen
sive on October B dand link-
ing it o a cease-fire in Gaza,
hoping to force Israel's hand.
Hezbollah failed, but Israel
was still caught between two
poor choices (at least in the
Israeli povernment's eves)
since Prime Minister Benja
min Metanyahu steadfastly
refused to end the fighting
mn Caza, yet Israel’s north
remains unlivable even now.

But the Middle East ver-
sion of a trap doesn't catch or
block its prey like the diction-
ary version. Rather, theseare
traps that force the subject
Into actons — one of Two poor
choices, or something else -
with exceedingly dangerous
ramifications.

Since September 17, the
day of the pager attacks on
thousands of Hezbollah op-
eratives in Lebanon, Israel
has begun laying traps of its
owrn. But these are noft truly
against Hamas or Hezbol-
lah, organizations that do not
appear troubled by strategic
dilemmas or statecraft.,

Ag hvbrid actors with
military and  political
wings, both groups’ leaders
have seemed fully content
prioritizing their religious-
weological  revolutionary
campaigns, rather than the
banalities of povernance,
diplomacy or profecting
their people. Both Hamas
and Herbollah chose actions
guaranteed to sacrifice the
civilians under their rule -
knowing full well those ac-
tions would result in mass
death, destruction and dis-
placement, For fundamen
talist nom-state actors, that's
o a surprise.

But this week, Israe! laid

its toughest traps vet against

two sovereign states lran
and the United States.
Theze countries now

face tremendous dilemmas.
Each is trapped between two
highly fraught options, like
gharp-toothed jaws closing
arcund them. Their choices
will determine the fate of the
region both for the short term
and for vears 1o come.

Will Iran come
unbound?

What are Iran's choices?
One option is drawn from
very recent history. In April,
it broke new ground by firing
directly at Israel for the first
time, following Istael's high
level assassination of an Ira-
mian Al Quds commander in
Damascus, [ran's response
fire was serwous, but still ta-
lored to head off the worst
damage, prompting Israel to
execute a tepid, minimal re-
sponse and end the saga for
a while.

On Tuesday night, Iran
launched hundreds of mis-
giles @t Israel, The attack
represented a buildup of
pressure on lran to respond
o Israel’s attacks: first, the
agsassmmation 0 late July
[presumed to be by Israel) of
Hamas palitical chief Ismail
Haniyeh, which happened in
the most humiliating, svm-
bolic manner: Haniveh was
blawn up im Tehran after the
inauguration of Iran’s new
president. Then Israel killed
Hezbollah chief Hassan Nas
rallah.

But following the barrage
on Tuesday, Iran can stll
choose o craft its response in
i way that signals restraint.
There would be plenty of rea-
gans for that chodce. A severe
Iraman response ralses the
very plausible specter of a
direct U.5. response to Iran -
especially given all the fore
es America has been moving

b the regur Those forces,
[rom warships o troops,
have likely contributed to
Iran’s restraint in the pre-
vious rounds. The threat of
American military involve-
ment 15 not theoretical,

An  Iranian escalabion
cotld expose the flaws of its
April response, when it mast-
Iy failed eveninits calibrated
aims of striking Israel. Who
wanlts (o be exposed for mili-
tary weakness twice, In a
much bigger theater of war?
And if the new president,
Mazoud Pezeshkian, is aim-
ing for a more conciliatory
posture with the West, per
haps hoping toimprove [ran's
ecopomic hardship due to
international sanchions, a re-
gional conflagration around
Iran won't help.

But if Israelis are feeling
complacent — either the pub-
lic or freshly swaggering
officials — they need to re-
member &l the reasons why
Iran might very well look to
take revenge. The combined
“assassination package™ of
Haniveh and Hezbollah lead
er Hassan Nasrallah maght
be too much to let go onan-
swered.

Ronen Bergman, Israel's
top military and infellipence
correspondent  for Yedth
Ahronoth and The Mew York
Times, wrote in Yedioth that
Maszrallah was “an  equal
friend among equals, and
maybe even more egual,
fand] for the members of the
sendor  Irandan  leadership
and inthe Axisof Resistance,
it will be very hard to believe
that Iran would not respond ™
Just think of Itamar Ben-
CGvir and Bezalel Smotrich
in Istael, and you can prob-
ably imagine how hard-ling
Revolutionary Guards fig
vres would like Iran to ri-
act. Bergman reported that
Izraeli officials are already
counting down to such a re-
sponse,

When trapped by two bad
aptions, bul spurred to action,
the actor in the trap can also
seek a third way out, Back in
January, All Vaez, the Iran
project director of the Inter-
natiomal Crisis Group, wrote
in Foreign Affairs that the
war was likely to accelerate
[ran’s nuclear ambitions, IT
the country is "not strong
enough to go on a real of
fensive,” he wrote, Tehran
might worry that the con
fhct makes it look weak. A
in that case, “Tehran could
make a final dash for the
ultimate deterrent: nuclear
weapons.” How much weaker
does Iran look after failing to
prevent Israeli infellipence
from penetrating Tehran and
taking out one of its top proxy
partners?

The American factor

Of course, Tran's decision
will be powerfully influenced
by the mind of one man: U5,
President Joe Biden. But
Metanyahu has put Israel's
greatest benefactor into a
trap, ora viseof sorts, as well,

Up to now, Israel didm®
have to work very hard for
the TS5 stalwart backing.
Since Hamas attacked Isra-
€l on October 7, the United
States has practically flood-
ed Israel with an astonishing
level of financial aid, arms
and near-hermetic political
cover in the international
arena, for a war that has
long since ceased to be about
defense, By the spring, Is-
rael was pushing the politi-
cil boundaries and crossing
American red lines, such as
ducking a hostage release-
cease-fire agreement and
matching into Hafah.

The U.5 began to feel
hamstrung: even crumbs
of pressure such a2 sanc
tioning a few individual set-
tlers or delaving a weapons
shipment penerated huge
domestic controversies and
waves of criticism [From
the American right, which
viewed any deviation from
complete devotion to the
Israeli povernment as a to-
tal betrayal. American pro-
gressives and lefi-wingers,
meanwhile, worried that
Americas beeled-up mili-
tary presence in the region
may have deterred Iran, but
alsn  emboldencd Isracl’s
dizzyving escalation too by
imparting a sense of hlank-
check impunity

MNow, tough competing

pressires on Biden are
evolving into a full-out trap.
The pager attacks and assas-
sination of Masrallah have
been accompanied by an un-
relenting wave of bombings
throughout Lebanon, reach-
ing into Yemen and Iraq, in
response to strikes from
militias in those countries
- where the Americans are
already engaged mmlitar
ily, anid have been attacked
by the same Tranian proxy
groups attacking lsrael,
The war has now escalat
ed to full-on attacks on Isra-
el, and Israel has promised
a harsh response. The U.S,
has already helped inter-
cept Iran's attack, and every
hour pulls the 1.5, ¢closer to
joining Israeli attacks; it can
hardly stand by, 1f it did, the
damage {o America'’s global
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reputation would be bad -
but particularly among its
Middle East allies, Some are
dlready wary that the U5
5 no great protectar. And if
the Americans had any de-
ferrence power at all with
[zrael, that would be lost
And if the 1.5, does in-
tervene in & full-blown re-
gimal escalation, whether
to save Israel or protect its
own inferests? The risks
are tremendous. It might
hope it can keep such a war,
or its own raole, limited, but
the ingredients for a long
war are there - something
few Americans will want,
V.5, forces could come un-
der further attack in Irag
and the Houthi confronta-
tons will escalate. Russia
could beef up its support
for Iran, edging the region

toward a direct 1.5 ~-Russia
confrontaticn — almost un-
imaginable since the Caold
War, and unthinkable even
in Ukraine.

It is impossible o over-
state the dangers of those
scenarios. But possibly the
gpest danger of all is po-
litical. Both TS5, options in
the event of a big war are
bad for Biden - a trap
and, therefore, bad for Vice
President Kamala Harris,
the Democratic presidential
candidate. Ergo, they would
be good for Donald Trump.

The one left standing

If Metanyahu has success-
fully trapped both Iran and
the U.5,, it's not hard to see
why, He has long wished for
g big military escalation

T

A demonstrafor raising a Palestinian Mag and a pester bearing pictures of IEmoadl Haniyeh, left,
and Hassan MNasrallah, in Rabat, Morocco, Saturday.

with Iran that would force
the Americans to join, and
perbaps to attack Iran di-
rectly. The circumstances
are ripening in a way they
never have before

And if a Democratic

prestdent waon't do it, Ne-
tanyahu clearly hopes a fu-
ture President Trump will.

Trump of course 15 a fair-

weather, self-serving [riend
who might not want o hight
Israel's wars. Bul MNetan-
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vahu might be waiting for
Trump's. entourage of ad-
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from the bleachers.
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Year of despair ends with one ray of hope:

Public still rejects Netanyahu government

The traditional Rosh Ha-
shanah 1ext messages and
WhatsApps, with the hearts
and the smileys, are more
irritating than ever, The
gituation has never been as
frightening and depressing,
in every possible sphere.
On the eve of the Jewish
Mew Year, 5783, Israel 15 In
a regional war that's only
escalating, with an aban-
doned mnorth, masses of
people evacuated from their
homes and 101 hostages still
in Gaza. As of now the gov-
ernment is intensifying the
military activities without
any foreseeable intention to
leverage them into a long-
term diplomatic process,

The right is pushing to
build settlements in the oc-
cupied territory in the Gaza
Strip and even in South
Lebanon (in the discussion
groups on the subject 1 fol
irwed a stormy discussion
in amazement: Should we
aspire to have the Israeli
pccupation reach the Litani
River, for security reasons,
or the Euphrates, for biblical
reasons’).

When a siren 15 heard,
there's to way of knowing
if the missile will come
from Gaza, from Lebanomn,
from Iran or “only” from
Yemen. The secular commu-
ity will continue to be the
“gilver platter”™ sacrificing
themselves for the ultra-Or-
thodox, and the economy is
on the way to crashing with
a [imance minister whose
work plan is to observe the
613 Torah commandments,

Analysis Noa Landau

with the book *The Lazy In-
vestor” on his desk. But hey,
at least he's reading a book.

In the midst of all that, the
judicial coup hasn't stopped
for a moment. Netanyahu's
honey tmachine, with the
help of useful idiots, repri-
mands anyone who dares to
demonstrate against him,
claiming that this is the
time for unity and embrac-
ing, but at the same time his
poison maching continues
to trample and incite. Be-
tween addittonal stringen-
cigg in the instructions of
the Home Front Command
and an anmouncement by
the Israel Defense Forces
spokesman, it was hard to
devote proper attention to
the report Monday about
the retirement ceremony of
acting Supreme Court Presi-
dent Uzi Vogelman, a retire-
ment that leaves the court
with a shorthanded panel of
12 justices and with another
acting president, due to the
inzistence of Justice Minis-
ter Yariv Levin to continoe
to crush the system of the
ritle af law.

“The significance of a
weakened court due to its di-
lution is governance without
oversight, a blow o human
and civil rights and the pro-
motion of cronies, inegquality
in participation in the bur-
den on the one hand, and
benefiting from the coun-
try's resources on the other
[a reference to the fatlure to
dralt young ultra-Orthodox
men] - and government
carruption,” warned Attor

Anti-government profesters in Tel Aviv,

ney General Gali Baharavy-
MMiara at the ceremony. It's
a shame that they didn't
broadcast her speech with
the same degree of urgency
with which they break into
broadeasts with the filmed
announcements of the IDF
spokesman. Maybe someone
would have listened.

Under such circumstane-
e3, the only suitable cliché is
“May the year and its curses
end,” if you're really insist
on giving a blessing. But if
vou're momentarily afflict-
ed by “poisonous positivity™
- the irritating tendency to

insizt on finding a positive
gide for everything — you
gshould Iook at the Iatest
poll of Knesset seats that
was publicized this week on
Channel 12 News. Although
the largest party was Likud
with 25 seats, the seats that
were added to it are taken
[rom the realms of National
Security Minister [Tamar
Ben-Gvir, In terms of the
“blocs,” the opposition par-
ties get 71 seats, and the
coalition party 49 (and for
lovers of the “apartheid
poll™ In this situation, the
opposition can form a nar-

row government of 61 seats
even without the Arab par-
ties Hadash-Ta'al and the
United Arab List). If Naftali
Bennett joins the race, the
opposition neaches 74 seats
and the coalition 46.

With or without Gideon
Sa'ar, with or without the
assassination of Herbollah
leader Hassan Nasrallah,
with or withoul exploding
beepers — the basic camps
don't change in essence:
There are those in favor of
Metanyvahy and there are
those who are against him,
in a more consistent manner.

Tiwner A e llanpm

During the latest election
round that led bo many of the
disasters I've described, the
miimbers, What in the United
States is called the popular
vole, were 2,360,793 for the
Bibi bloc &and 2,330,449 for
the anti-Bild bloc. A gap of
30,344 votes, which led to a
crashof the electoral thresh-
old. Theres no reason to
glorify Netanyvalu as an un-
defeated genius. Even dur-
ing a week when Sa'ar was
recruited and Nasrallah was
assassinated. He was defeat-
ed once, not so long ago, and
that could happen again.

Student who said ‘Zionists don’t deserve to live’ sues Columbia U.

Etan Nechin

A Columbia University
sludent who was suspended
in the spring after a video
surfaced of him saying “Zi-
omists don't deserve to live”
has [led a lawsuil against the
umversity,

In the lawsuit filed on Sep-
tember 27 10 New York, Fhv-

mani James charges that he
was dended due process and
fair treatment in violation of
university policy and that the
decision to suspend him was
driven by media pressure.
He claims in the lawsuit
that he was targeted by Co-
lumbia because he is a Black,
pro-Palestinian student and
that the decision to suspend

him “inflamed the hatred™
apainst him. He also alleges
that the university “privileg-
e a class of self-described
‘Zionist Jewish' people over
EVEryone on campus.”
Hepresenting Jamesin the
lawsuit is Jonathan Wallace,
an attorney who defended
Mohamed Abdou, the pro-
fessor fired by Columbaa for

voicing suppaort for the Octo-
ber T Hamias attack.

James was a prominent
leader of the Columbia "Gaza
encampment,” set up in
April, whichtried o pressure
the university into divesting
[rom Israel and cutting its
ties with Tel Aviv University
Columbia students were the
first in the country to set up

an encampment

The letter notifyving James
of his suspension cites a wide-
Iy publicized incident of cam-
pus, in which he organized a
human chain to block Zionist
students from accessing the
lawn where the encamprment
was set up.

According o & recent
report by the university's

antisemitism taskforce, the
encampment targeted Jew-
ish students.

James iz seeking damages
and a court declaration clari-
fying that his riphts were
vinlated.

Asgked for aresponse, aCo-
humbia spokesperson said the
university will not comment
on pending litigation,

Ruhama lost faith in
gov’t but still believes
her niece will return

Dfer Aderet

"Inever believed we would
reach this point. No way. 1
had a feeling that things were
moving forward,” says Prof.
Ruhams Elbag, the aunt of
18-year-old IDF spotter Lir
Elbag, who was kidnapped
by Hamas to Gaza {rom the
Mahal Oz military base on
Detober 7.

Elbag, a scholar of Israeli
literature, holds up a pic-
ture of her with her niece,
the daughter of her younger
brother Eli, taken last Suk-
kot Eve, “just a week belore
the disaster,” she recalls. She
remembers having an “intu-
ition,” as she puts it, that it
was necessary to finalize the
deals early an to avoid being
dragged into a sitwation like
teday's. 1 had hoped it would
happen belore the ground
invasion, before the killing,
the destruction, and the re-
venge, Back then, I thought
we wolldn't face more deaths
of hostages and soldiers”™

“] think the government,
and the person leading it -
whoze trustworthiness s
certainly not the strong suit
of his deceitful personality-
are doing nothing, and none
of them reallv care about the
lives of the hostages or our
lives here,” Elbag added. Her
crithcism isn't only aimed at
the government but also at
others, like those who threw
eggs at her brother Eli this
weel, “There 15 a cult of peo-
ple who immediately label
anvone who isn'l a declared
‘Bihist’ as a leftist, a Bihi-
hater,” she says. To them,
she adds, “anyvone who op-

poses any acticn of the devil
isinterpreted as opposing the
rule of the king "

"Liri 15 8 YOung woman
full of life and vitality. She
had just started her military
service and had been at MNa-
hal Oz for only one day. She
was planning o attend an
officer raaning course and
later move to Paris 1o study
mnterior design. She has a
boviriend. She was at the be-
ginming of her hife, and sud-
denly ... it was cut short,” she
recounts. “There 15 a deep
sense of sorrow, but I believe
she will come home, though
I'm & it pessimistic about
the timing. 1 used to say it
would happen by Hanukkah,
or by Tu Bishvat. .. She knows
we're waiting for her, and
though ber family is desper-
ate, we're united in the effort
in bring her back.”

Alongside the photo of her-
gelf with Liri, Elbag reguest-
ed 1o alsn share a painting
created by her friend Michal
Rotman Laor. "This special
painting was born out of our
conversations. Despair and
melancholy sccompany near-
Iy every discussion, and 1
keep asking her how one lives
in this hell, in the gloom, un-
derground, in dark tunnels,
within the blackness.” Elbag
explains. “One day she sur-
prised me with this palnting,
which reflects the feeling of
twao parallel worlds. The sky,
though sad, is still blue, with
a small Mower, and beneath
it—the damp, dark warld,
a maze [rom which there
seems to be no escape, not
just physically but emotion-
ally as well,”

I Elbag speaking at a protest in Tel Aviv, in May,

Mowdan Mrsunh
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page for the 100 or so Israeli
hostages still being held in
Gaza.

"Hosh Hashanah  has
themes of hope and miracles,
even though it is also seen
&5 Yom HaDin - the Day of
Judgment - when life and
death hang in the balance™
he says. "In the Talmid, i
mentions that Joseph was
liberated from his Egyptian
prizon on Rosh Hashanah,
and it discusses how [uture
redemptions will also occur
during this time. I find that
profound, given the current
state of the hostages, and It
evokes a sense of hape.

“We have a history of be-
ing imprisoned without any
gense of light, but redemption
comes,” Leener sayvs, “On
this day, Joseph was freed,
and the Torah readings focus
on miracles and the most un-
expected things happening.
Sarah, who was barren, dis-
covers she can have a child,
and the same with Hannah.
Drawing on these moments
of inspiration can uplift peo-
ple. The High Holy Days, like
life, are a mix of emotions
filled with paradoxes, and
owning that is important.”

‘Be visible, proud
Jews'

It's been a busy vear for
Congregation Beth Elohim's
genior rabbi, Rachel Tim-
aner, She has spokenin vigils
commemorating the Octo-
ber 7 victims, advocated for
& hostage deal and called for
an end tothe war,

Her message in ber High
Haly Days sermon will focus
on “how I think we should
approach being Jews in the
COMINE Year,” shesays

“1 want to encourage my
community to be visible,
proud Jews, standing by the
values we hold dear. We
should be outspoken, seen
and heard, making sure our
valuegs are present in our
communities, in oor larger
cities, in our neighborhoods,
ﬂﬂd n EVETY evircnmaent we

live and work in.”

To prevent divisions
within her own congregation
spinning out of control this
past year, Timoner has been
holding “histening circles,”
where members can speak
to ope another chvilly rather
than shouting at each other.

“We're really focused on
creating an  environment
where we grow the muscle
of being able to be with each
other, even across our differ-
ences,” she says. “We don't
need (o agree on evervihing
to be & community, We can
tolerate a range of pérspec-
tives — amd I believe that for
the Jewish [uture, it'a es-
sential that we learn how to
strengthen that ability.”

‘Sober perspective’

Ansche Chesed spirifual
leader Eabhi Jeremy Kal-
manafsky savs e lad a much
clearer sense of what needed
to be said last yvear, when hun-
dreds of thousands of [srae-
lis hiad taken to the sireets to
protest their extremist gov-
ernment’s assault on democ-
racy.

His main message to his
congregation this year will
be urging them to combat
the inclination to hate and
dehumanize. “There's a line
[rom Pirkel Avot: ‘In a place
where there are no men,
strive to be a man' - which
feels particularly relevant
now,” e savs, “We have real
enemies, but we must do so
without sinking into hatred.
If we become racist or vio-
lent, we lose part of our hu
manity.”

Ealmanofsky will also be
addressing rising antisemi-
tism in the United States. Tt
didn't take much 1o str up
anti-Tsrael sentiment that of-
ten abuts antisemitism,” he
says. "There's a segment of
the population that seems o
take a certain satisfaction in
Jewish suffering. That's real,
But my question is What
kind of people do we become
In response’”

Within his own commu-
nity, he has witnessed the
intergenerational rift over
Fioms=m, as Israel continues
its wars against Hamas and
Hezhallah, While miost af his

Rabbi Jeremy Kalmanofsky
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congregants would define
themzelvez a3 liberal Zion-
1stz, there are some — par-
ticularly among the younger
members — who are fiercely
critical of Israel and uncom-
fortable with Zionism. *“This
rift has become a significant
challenge, with many parents
struggling with arguments
about Isracl with their chil-
dren,” Kalmanofsky notes,

He intends to tell his con-
gregants that while disagree-
ments, even strong ches, may
exist, Jews should not make
enemies of one another
He attributes great impor-
tance, he says, “to listening
to dissenting voices, under-
standing the depth of their
concerns. 1 emphasize the
imporfance of maintaining a
sober perspective, This s the
only way to keep the commng-
nity whaole,”

Eehilat Rayim Abuvim's
spiritual leader, Rabbi Adam
Mintz, will center his Rosh
Hashanah message around
the need for Jews to stick
together despite their differ-
Bnces.

"We need o understand
that what unites us is far
greater than what divides
us,” he savs. "Even though
evervone has gsirong feelings

whether it's about Israel,
the hostages or the upcoming
presidential elections - these
feelings often lead to thinking
‘T'm right and you're wrong,
amd that's okay, That's just
human nature. But we alsn
have to be nonjudgmental in
recognizing that while we be-
lieve we're right, it's okay for
someone 1o have a different
opinion. Having a different
opinion isn't evil.

Rabbi Michelle Dardashii
hainis Mt

“We've reached a point
where we somefimes [eel
that holding a different view
means you're nol part of the
community,”  Mintz  sawg
“Mow, I understand that this
is partly a reaction to truly
unacceptable opinions - like
the idea that lsrael deserved
what happened on Octaber 7.
That's completely unaccep-
able. But within the realm of
acceptable opinions, we necd
o be more open to the fact
that others might disagree
with us.”

Stephen Wise Free Syna-
gogue'’s Rabbi  Ammiel
Hirsch will be focusing his
sermon on why the Jewish
community; particularly 1.5,
Jews, is struggling torespond
to the events of October 7 and
what has followed

“Thisinability stems from
a disconnection withour own
gtory,” he save. "We did a
good jobin promoting Jewish
universalism, but not a great
job in teaching that Jewish
responsibility  begins with
one Jew being responsible
[or another.”

To address this, Hirsch
will call for a renewed focus
on Jewish literacy and edu-
cation. He will also urge his
congregants to balance their
commitment to secial justice
with a deep connection to
their heritage and respon-
sibtlity toward one another,
especially in times of crisis.

“U.5. Jewry must not shy
away from tikkun olam [re-
pairing the world], but under-
stand that it must flow from
chavat Yisrael - the idea of
one Jew caring for another,”

Rabbi Michelle Dardashti,
the spiritual leader of Kane

Rabbi Rachel Timoner

Railie Muirkes

Street Synagogue, says the
usieal reflectinn and intro-
spection that characterize
this season “feel almost un-
bearable™ this year.
"Dowereally need a brush

with death right now to be |

remimded of life’s precari-
pusness?™ she asks, “How di

we wish one another a good |

vear while still in the throes
of wart How do we celebrate
a fresh start while there are
still hostages suffering, and
countless families grieving,
displaced and tending to
thedr wounded?”

Dardashti says she will
talk with her congrega-
tion about finding the tools
within Judaism to help them
come together and overcome
travma and division.

“Dur tradition teaches that
there are three particularly
powerful tools for doing the
wirk of this season. They
are teshuvah (repentance/

return), tefilah (praver) amnd |

tzedakah (acts of righteous-
ness). I talk about these as
being about reaching in,
reaching bevond and reach-
ing out.”

This vear, she says

“there's a fourth ool 1:5: [

sential to our making it into
and through 5785 whole also
gtarting with a T: tikvah,
hope, is the generator. It
turns on the lights. It's this
hope that 18 active, coura-
geous and bold, which en
ables the other three, It's my
yob and message this year to
inspire that sort of tikvah -
renewed hope in our people,
pur story and our future. We
are a people who hope beyond
hope: we are a people who
turnon the Hghts.”

'All the honey in the world can’t

sweeten this Rosh Hashanah

This time last year, Israeli
families were joyvfully pre-
paring for Rosh Hashanah
- getting ready 1o dress up

| in their festive best, buying

and wrapping gifts, joining
their extended family for an
glaborate svening of meals,
reflecting on the vear behind
them and expressing hopelul
wishes for a better Jewish
New Year ahead. They were
blissfully and innocently
unaware that October 7 was
lurking around the - corner,
about to transform their lives.

(ne  I[sracll  television
channel hammered that
pont home in &8 recent broad-
cast highlighting last vear's
naive optimism. In a heart-
rending montage, photos of
happy families al their 2023
Rosh Hashanah celebrations
flashed on the screen, one
by one. Amid those pictured
were men, women and chil-
dren who were taken hostage
and imprisoned in Gaza over
the past year, some of whom
were killed in captivity.

In their worst nightmares,
no one in Israel could have
concerved of what the holiday
wold feel like the following
Vear,

The naticnal mood is dark
with the approaching an-
nivergary of October 7, the
fallenn soldiers and civilian
casgalties, the painful cpen
wound of the hostages in
zaza, and the tens of thou
sands of Israeli evacuees
from the north and south
who are living far from their
homes - many of which are
damaged or destroyed, In
addition, they live under the
ritle of a government that
has lost the faith of a large
majority of its citizens, who
feel they can no longer count
on their leaders to keep them
safe and make wise decisions
that aren't based on political
interests

There isn't enough honey
in the world to make this

Rosh Hashanah feel sweet
This lack of enthusiasm
in the air as the holidays ap-
progch is palpable - fewer
decorations, less bustle on
the streets and in stores, few-
er comedic advertisements
for holiday feod and wine and
a dearth of silly memes and
videos circulating online.
For many in the secular
community, who have no
religious obligation to mark
the beginning of a new vear,

Israelis couldn’t
have imagined this
holiday in their
worst nightmares.

the respomse to the Common
question, “Where will vou
be celebrating the holiday?™
has been a shrug and the
reply: “Who's in the mood to
celebrate?” Greetings for a
“Sweet and Good New Year”
have been automatically ad-
justed to wishes for a “A Bet-
ter Mew Year™ - with an eve
roll and an emphasts on the
word "better.”

What was already a dif-
ficult heliday became more
50 as Israels latest offengwve
against Hezbollah has un-
folded in Lebanon.

Troe, many Israclis are
heartened by what seems to
be arestoration of deterrence,
the Isracli army taking the inj-
tiative, and sparks of hope for
the prospect of an end to the
yvearlong bombardment of
the north. But the increased
worTy over missiles launched
from Iran leaves extended
families who want to be to-
gether afraid to travel, as they
worry about such attacks oc-
curring while they're on the
road. Additionally, mass call-
ups for combat soldiers as [s-
racl’s pround incursons into
Lebanon expand means that
families who endured their
relatives’ absence for months
on end as they fought in Gaza
will now be missing them on
Rosh Hashanah as well.

Until Toesday - theday be
fare the holiday was to begin

those attending synagogue
in most of the country were
able to comfort themselves
knowang that at least the re-
ligious services there would
be the same.

But hundreds of congrega-
tiors found themselves scram-
bling after the last-minute
tightening of the Home Front
Command’s public safety
rules forbidding indoor gath-
erings of more than 300 peo-
ple —an announcement which
was later followed by a majar
Iranian missile attack across
the entire country.

At least, wherever and
however they are able to wor-
ship, they know what to pray
far,
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Without Hezbollah, Lebanon
economy could rebound

Even with financial crisis, dysfunctional government and
brain drain, Beirut has many of the elements for recovery

Analysis David Rosenberg

Backin 2021, 1t was hard
o see how Lebanon could
fall any further. The econ-
pmy had been shrinking
gince 2011, 1t fell off a cliff
in 2008 with gross domestic
product falling by more than
hall over two years aflter the
national Ponzi scheme that
had kept the economy afloat
collapsed. The country de-
faulted on its foreipn debt
in 2019, its financial system
was paralyzed and its main
port was decimated in an
exploston in 2020, Elections
in 2021 resulted in a palitical
gtalemate that left the coun-
try without a permanent
government or prestdent.

As il turns out, things
could get a lot worse, As
Israelis hail a decisive vie-
tory over Hezbollah, Leba-
non s being pummeled by
Izraeli bombs, Hundreds of
thousands of residents in the
south have fled for fear of
Israch airstrikes. The gov-
ernment - three years later,
gtill a caretaker without a
president - not only can’t de-
fend the country, it has done
nathing to help the refugees
or care for the wounded.
"They have no money and
they have no conirol over
what's happening on the
ground,” Mark Daou, a law-
maker, told The New York
Times

The old chestnut about
Lebanon being the Switzer-
land of the Middle East is
nothing more than a fun fact
out of the distant past for the
history books, The last time
Beirut could boast of being
a major banking center was
befare its civil war erupted
in 1975, Today, it would be
better described as the So-
malia of the Middle East,
with warlord No. 1 being
Hezbollah,

Lebanon’s economic
fate will depend

on its people, its
human capital.

The country’s
future will depend
on its becoming

a knowledge
economy.

Yet the Somalia com-
parison isn't entirely flair
Amid all the dysfunction
and chaos in Lebanon, there
remains considerable latent
potential fo return to the
glory days,

Rebuilding the econocmy
will not be easy. The gov-
ernment is hopelessly cor-
rupt and ineffectual, as evi-
denced by the fact that five
vears into the biggest peace-
time economic collapse
since the 19th century, 1t has
not even proposed a recov
ery plan. It 13 heavily in debt
and since it defaulted, can no
lomger tap the international
financial market for funds.
Infrastructure is in sham-
bles. The state power com-
pany doesn't come close to
meeting electricity demand,
leaving Lebanese to rely on
private generators. The only
way ordinary Lebanese can
get their money out of the
bank is by robbing it.

In the short term, the
economy may be even worse
of f without Hezbollah, which
the hundreds of millions of
dollars a vear it received in
Iranian [unding was spent
on Incal goods and services.
Lebanon also stands to lose
the export receipts from

-
o e

Hezbollah's drug smuggling,
arms and ciparette smug-
gling, and currency coun:
terfeiting mainly in Latin
America,

There is also a risk that
Israel's successful assaulton
Hezbollah over the past two
weeks could set off a new
round of sectarian fight-
ing in Lebanon and destroy
the last remnant of political
atability and a functioning
economy. "The demolition
of Hezbollah's capabilities
will likely embolden its op-
ponents and anti-Iranian
forces  within  Lebanon,”
Imad Salamey, an eéxpert
on Lebanon at Lebanese
American University, told
Al Jazeera.

But the reverse could also
happen: The elimination, or
at least stpnificant weaken-
ing, of Hezbollah could re-
move 15 baleful influence
and enable Lebanon to be-
gin rebutlding its decimated
econamy.

Silver lining

Among other things,
Lebanon would have 1o con-
tend with far fewer Western
sanctions, most of which are
directed at Hezbollah and
affiliated institutions, It is
just possible that, freed of
Hezballah  interference, a
povernment can finally be
formed. Aid and investment
from the Persian Gulf and
the West may be fortheom-
ing for the first time in years.

Perhaps & more intense
effort to find natural gas off
Lebanon’s Mediterranean
coast will get underway.
Lebanon’s enormous  dias-
pora — estimated at 15.4 mil-
lion, almost three times the
domestic population — could
be a source of capital and for
opening up foreipn markets,
just as the Jewish diaspora
was for lsrael in the past
There is even a silver lining
toLebanon’s feckless govern-
ment, namely less govern-
ment red tape and low taxes,

But in the end, Lebanon’s
ecanomic fate will depend on
its people, or more precisely
its human capital. Without
significant natural resourc-
e8 or a domestic market to
suppart industry, the future
will depend on its becoming
a knowledpe economy, onc
based on technology and
sophisticated services, as
Tarek Ben Hassen, & Qatar
University economist, pro-
posed in a recent article,

Mot surprisingly, even in
2019, before the roof caved
in, Lebanon had long ceased
to be & globally competitive
ecopomy. The World Eco-
nomic Foundation's Global
Competitiveness Beport that
year ranked Lebanon 88th of
141 countiries, ane notch be-
low Tunisia and one above
Algeria = not the Kind of
neighbors a self-respecting
country would want on this
league table

But on a few critical
metrics,  Lebanon came
out looking much better. It
placed 24th on graduates’
skill sets, 23rd on digital
skills and 26th for impart-
ing critical thinking in pri-
mary school teaching. And,
these rankings probably
understate Lebanon’s talent
base: Like many countries,
they are an average between
a hghly skilled elite and a
less skilled majority. But a
knowledge economy can get
started with a small elite, if
it is sufficiently capable.

Lebanon has another
knowledge economy as-
get in its system of higher
education. Despite all the

Lebanese and Total Energles ul'l:!ci::ls at TransOeean Barents
drilling rig offshore Lebanon, 2023, Dalar Mobeainebout vi Brarers

economic and political vi-
cissitudes of the last few
vears, six Lebanese univer
sities are ranked among the
world's top 1,000 {top-rank-
ng American Umversity of
Beirut comes in at 250), ac
cording to the QS Workd Uni-
versity Rankings for 20285.
And although it 15 oot
much in evidence these days
amid ecopomic collapse (the
WEF ranked Lebanon 74th
in 2019 for entrepreneurial
cultured, Lebanon has a long
histary of entrepreneurship
stretching back to the days
of the Phoenicians. Leba-
nese labor costs for engi-
neers and the like are low.

These kinds of numbers
are a good foundation for a
knowiedge economy.

The catch is that they re-
flect the situation as it was
in 209 since then, the col-
lapse-of the economy caised
the country's traditionally
high rate of emigration to
ballosn 4.5-fold in 2020
and 2021. Many of those
who fled were Lebanon's
best and brightest, and the
voung who contend with a
youth unemployment rate
of nearly 30 percent.

If Lebanon can get it act
together, it may be able to
lure many of these expatri-
ales back. The knowledge

A makeshift camp for displaced people on a beach in Beirut, Tuesday.

that Hezballah 15 no longer
casting its shadow over the
country will certainly be
an incentive. The wreckage
that Lebanon is today may

b seen by the most ambi-
tious and entrepreneurial
as an opportunity.

With or without Hezbol-
lah, establishing relations

with Israel is unlikely. But
if Lebanon were to do that
and establish a warm peace
invalving trade, tourism and
business deals, like the one

Liniinre Eroatbaminks S Reaners

hetween Iseael and the other
Abraham Accord countries,
the road to a thriving econ-
omy would be that much
shorter.
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IDF': Ground operation in
Lebanon ‘focused, limited’

Yaniv Kubovich, Fadi
Amun, Jack Khoury, Ben
'{igmuadn and Reauters

The army’'s ground opera-
tion against Hezbollah in a
anumber of villages in south
Lebanon, which began on
Monday night, is “focused
and limited” and concen-
trated, the ID¥F stated on
Tuesday,

The targets have been
Hezbollah positions in the
villages near the border
with Israel, from which the
organization represents a
threat against Israel’s north-
ern communities, said [DF
Spokesman Rear Admiral
Daniel Hagari. He said the
purpose of the operation is
to allow the evacuees to re-
turn to their homes,

The ground operation
was supported by attacks
from the air and artillery,
the army said. The army
called up four reserve bri-
gades and other forces for
mizsions in the north, based

on a situation assessment.

At the same time, the Air
Force contineed to attack
deep inside Lebanon and Syr-
ia, On Monday night, a Leba-
nese news agency reported
that a number of butldings in
the Dahiyeh neighborhood of
Beirut had been destroyed.
Sandi media outlet Al-Hada-
th gand eight buldings were
completely destroved. Leba-
nese media also reported that
the IDF attacked a structure
i Ain al-Hilweh, the largest
Palestinian refugee camp
in Lebanon, near Sidon. The
target of the attack was Mu-
nir al-Magdah, the head of
the Fatah's military wing in
Lebanen, said two Palestin-
ian sources.

aSyrian national television
reparted that three people
were killed and nine in-
jured in an Israeli attack on
Damagcus. Among those re-
ported killed was an anchor-
woman for Syrian television,
Safaa Ahmad. The Syrians
reported earlier that their

aerial defense systems were
activated apgainst hostile
targets, The Syrian Center
for Human Rights, identi-
fied with the opposition, re-
ported that Israel attacked
a radar facility and a local
airfield in the area of Daraa.

Hagari said after the
ground campaign began that
the forces located and de-
stroved during the fighting
dozens of tunnels in south-
ern Lebanon, but which did
nat cross the border into 1s-
rael. He claimed they were
intended for iInvading Israel.
Numerous types of weapons
were found inside the tun-
nels, including anti-tank mis-
siles, explosive devices and
rockets, Special forces also
located inside the tunnels in-
telligence materials showing
that thousands of Hamas and
Islamic Jihad militants bad
spent time there at the begin-
ning af the war and were pré-
pared toinvade Israel

The invasion of lsrael
didn't happen because large

numbers of troops were
moved to porthern Israel,
which led Hezhaollah forces
o withdraw northward, said
the IDE The likelikood of a
broad invasion from Leba-
nen 15 now low, since only &
few hundred Hezbollah mili-
tants are located up 1o five
liilometers from the border
with Israel, and only 1,000
are located south of the Lit.
ani Kiver. Tts rocket forces
also suffered serious dam-
age in the past few weeks,
but it is still capable of firing
rockets and drones at Israel,
Locating and destroying the
tunnels in southern Lebanon
is the main goal of the ground
operation, and is expected to
continue for a few weeks,
said the IDF.

Since the fighting began,
the IDF has conducted some
79 ground operations inside
Lebanog to destroy Hezbol-
lah's capabilities in the bor-
der villages, said Hagari
“The forces gathered valu-
able intelligence, destroyed

Army tanks manegvering in a slaging area in northern lsrael near the Israel-Lebanon border, Tuesday.

and mneutralized weapons
and compounds thoroughly,
including underground -
frastructure and advanced
[ranian produced weapons,”
Hagari said.

F

IDF Arabic spokesperson
Avichay Adraee announced
on his X account that resi-
dents of several villages
in southern Lebanon st
evaciate to areas north of

the Awall River, nearly &0
kilometers [rom the border.,
While U.S, officials cau-
tiously expressed sapport
for the limited ground op-
eération, they also warned of

i Maitrersd 45

its potential to expand, both
geographically and in dura-
tion, potentially leading to
Israel becoming entangled
ina prolonged military pres-
ence in southern Lebanon,

After Iran’s unprecedented attack on Israel, we are in a regional war

Emﬂjﬂru:.ffn.lm JriEe {

gecond place after the Israe-
li-Iranian conflict.

Secondary risks are also
growing domestically, as
evidenced by the killing
spree by terrorists in Jaffa
that left six Israelis dead
and is believed 1o have
been intended to coincide
with the attack from Iran.
This is the most deadly ter-
ror attack to have scccurred
inside the Green Line since
the October 7 Hamas mas-
gsacre. Tel Aviv has not suf-
fered a terror attack on
that scale stnée the second
intifada.

An incident like that
can't help but arouse great-
er feelings of anxiety and
insecurity on the part of
the public, no less than a
massive barrage of bal-
listic mizsiles, We have to
take into account similar
attempis by Palestinians
in the West Bank, at the be-
hest and financing of Iran
and Hezbollah, There may
also be attempts to recruit
extremist elements or crim-
inal gangs among I[sraeli
Arabs,

There is no doubt that Is-
rael will respond, and very
forcefully, to the massive
Iranian attack. Rear Adm.
Daniel Hagari, the Israel
Defense Forces spokes-
man, said the attack “will
have consequences.” The
United States, which is less
than five weeks away from
presidential elections, is
likely to be drawn into
the confrontation, against
its will. Thiz is a regional
and global crisis that may
have far-reaching conge-
guences for Israels secu-
rity, but alzo for the global
economy and America’s
global standing. The ex-
change of blows between
Israel and Iran is expected
bo continue, as made clear
by a threat issued by the
Iranian delegation to the
United MNations.

Just 5 few davs have
passed since the celebra-
tinns in Israel over the de-
mise of Hezbollah leader
Haszan Nasrallah and al-
ready the situation has un-
dergone a complete change.

People tuking shelter in Jerusalem during the Iranian attack Toesday evening.

As iz often the case, it is
unwise to engage in victory
celebrations in the middle
of a long war against a de-
termineéd and unsophisti-
cated enemy. It would have
been better to wait with the
baklava.

Although Iran was not di-
rectly harmed by the Israeli
attack in Lebanon, it did
eliminate the second mast
important person im the
regional axis of resistance
after Iran's supreme leader,
Avatollah Ali Khamenei,
Tehran made the decision to
attack Israel a few days ago.
The IDF spokesman issued
directives calling on all 1s-
raelis to be vigilant.

Under the eircum-
stances, the fighting in the
Graza Sirip, which until the
middle of September was
designated the main {ront,
has now fallen down the
list of priorities for Israel.
This 15 likely to undermine
any chances of reaching a
hostage deal, which in any
case has been in a state of
suspended animation for
a long time. Even before
Tuesday’'s Iranian attack,
the IDF had been calling
up for reservists for duty
in the north. Now, the call-
up will almost certainly be
even bigger amid & reglon-
al crisis and the risk of fur-
ther escalation on a number
of fronts.

Depending on the U.S.

The Shin Bet security
service disclosed this week,
albeit without making many
of the details public, that it
has uncovered several Ira-
nian attempts to assassinate
senior Israeli officials, both
in Israel and abroad. Iran
uses Israeli agents, some
of whom were recruited
online with the promise of
payment. It found fertile
ground for these efforts, in
part within lsrael's crimi-
nal underworid. It's reason-
able to assume these efforis
will continue.

The immediate [ranian
threat only underscores
I#rael's dependence on the
Americans — those same
Ameéricans whom Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
vahu has driven crazy with
every step he took in recent
weeks, [srael is dependent
on the United States not
only to coordinate aerial
defenses, but also for a con-
tinuwed supply of arms for its
offensive operations,

These facts have some-
how escaped Netanyahu's
die-hard fans who, follow-
ing Israel’'s successes in
Beirut, are now crazed
with a new fantasy - attack-
ing Iran's nuclear facilities
without coordinating with
America. The messianists'
views on this issue are al-

{Rier Fhicmesa

ready being heard loud and
clear in television studios
But the reality is that when
it comes to Iran's nuclear
problem, Israel must act in
coordination with America,
both to ensure that signifi-
cant, long-term damage is
done and to obtain neces-
sary assistance in both de-
fending itself and attacking.

What matters more than
the talk on TV, however, is
that these 1ideas are infil-
trating the surroundings
of the decision makers. Ne-
tanyahu himself decided
Monday, at the height of the
regional storm, to appeal
directly to Irantans in a
video urging them to topple
the ayatollahs' repressive
regime.

On this issue, it"s worth
recalling the warning that
journalist Thomas Fried-
man delivered through his
The New York Times cal-
umn around a month ago.
Friedman zaid the Biden
administration fears that
Metanyvahu is trying to drag
it into a direct war with Iran
that would include attacks
on its nuclear facilities and
in the process would also
affect the outcome of the
November election.

MHetanvahu, needless to
say, isn't exactly praying for
a victory by the Demaocratic
candidate, Vice President
KEamala Harris, The United

States will help Israel now
due to bath its commitment
in principle to Israel and its
recognition of Israel's strate-
gIc importance to American
interests. But Biden, Harris
and their advisers will con-
tinue to be suspicious.

The return
of ‘'shock and awe'

Twenty-four years after
icaving Lebanon, ostensibly
forever, and 1B years after
returning for a brief and
unsuccessiul adventure, the
Israel Defense Forces 1s re-
turning to southeérn Lebanon.
Un Monday night, troaps en-
tered for what was described
this time as a focused and
time-limited operation,
which at the moment 15 be-
ing directed at the outskirts
of Shi'itte Muslim villapes
and dense terrain that are
relatively close to the border
with Israel.

The IDF General Staff and
the Israeli political leader-
ghip are hoping thal infensive
military activity there, for a
few weeks, will encounter
weaker resistance than is
usizally thought, given the
serious blows that Hesbaollah
sustained in the aerial and
intelligence attacks over the
past two weeks. The moves
on the ground are intended
o complete what has already
been achieved and fo force
Hezbollah and its Irandian
patron to agree to a pullback
from the border area, in &
manner that will persuade
many of I[sraelis that they
can return safely to ther
homes on the southern side
of the border, after a vear of
forced exile. Iran's Tuesday
evening attack will affect
Israel’s priorities and future
actions, primarily regarding
the Israel Air Force,

In the light of the hostili-
ties along the border until
now, and what is beginning to
be uncovered on its Lebanese
gide, it looks as though Israel
has no nther way, at the mo-
ment, to get the abandoned
cammunities  repopulated.
But the history of the previ-
pus  confrontations  shows
that the Israeli plans tend to
shatter on the wall of real-
ity; in war, and certainly ina
ground offensive, the unex-

pected happens. Usually the
ememy doesn't volunteer 1o
play its part in the plans that
were drawn up.

What iz inarguable is that
Hezbollah is in a completely
different place than it was a
few weeks ago. On October §,
2023, when Nasrallah decid-
ed to join the war that Hamas
launched in the south the day
before, he restrict the fire of
his organization's militants to
long-distance: antitank mis-
giles, short-range rockets and
afterward also drones. The
idea was to pin down large Is-
raeli numbers of forces along
the Lebanon border and thus
b make his contribubton to
the Palestinians’ struggle in
Gaza, without sending his
forces to attack inside Israel.
MNasrallah's stratepy proved
itself for about 11 months,
even though about 300 of his
troops were killed in inci-
dents along the border and a
number of the organization’s
ranking figures were also
killed.

When Israel decided, in
mid-September, to move to
anew stage in the campaign
- to move actively tn enable
the residents to return and
to make Lebanon the main
arena of the war - the price
Hezhallah was paying start-
ed to skyrocket A series of
developments — the pagers
and walkie-talkie attacks
that have been attributed to
Israel, the assassination of
Masrallah and two of his top
commanders, Ibrahim Akil
and Al Karaki, the elimi-
nation of the entire hierar-
chy of Hadwan Foree, the
systematic aerial offensive
that brought about massive
damage to Hezballah's me-
dium- and long-range weap-
ongs stockpiles - created a
completely  new  situation
along the border, even before
IDF troops entered southern
Lebanan,

In connection with the
Iragq War that began in 2003,
the Americans developed
an offensive concept they
dubbed “shock and awe”
whose main element 15 an
opening blow that indeed
shocks all the enemy's sys-
tems and degrades its capa-
talities. That's exactly what
Israel did to Hezbollah in the
past few weeks, albeit after

almost a year of indecisive
sparring without apparent
strategic results. A sipnifi-
cant element of the achieve-
ment & due to the patient
work of the Israel Afr Force
over the past year, in ensur-
ing the acrial supremacy of
its planes and drones in the
skies of Lebanon. A large
part of Hezbollah's anti-
aircraft capabilities were
located, destroved or by-
passed, therehy greatly re-
ducing the risk to the Israeli
aircraft and allowing them
broader [reedom of action
than had been anticipated.

The most blatant evi-
dence of the achieveménts
to date is the limited dam-
age Hezbollah has inflicted
on the Israeli home front
It appears that the prima-
ry reason for Hezbollah's
limited response to date is
related to the shock that is
gripping the organization's
top ranks, and not due to a
lack of medium range mis-
siles. Despite Israel's signifi-
cant strikes on Hesbollah's
missile stockpiles, the group
still has many hundreds of
missiles and it's likely that
once it pulls its command
back topether, it will start
firing more accuraiely.

Hezbollah's  leadership

more accurateiy, the new
top ranks — 15 in a state of
shock given what has hap-
pened, Hezbollah based it-
zelf on a veteran command
group, which sprang up with
Nasrallah in the organiza-
tion amid its founding at the
beginning of the 1980s, and
reached their senior posi-
tions already almost two de-
cades ago, Almost all those
people are gone - either as-
enssinated over the year or
climinated in the past two
weeks,

Their replacements are
linding a battered and bewil-
dered organization, in which
the chains of command and
control have become un-
hinged. A difficulty appar-
ently exists in executing co-
ordinated attacks on the basis
of the existing firepower
plans. The communications
networks were abandoned af-
ter the episode of the pagers
and walkie-talkies, a large
part of the stocks of missiles
were destroved and  there
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BRAIN STRAIN answers

1. David Ben-Gurlen, in a
meating of his Rali party,
Juns 18, 18967,

2. Yitrhak Wasserlaul (Otoma
Yehiuidit).

3. Erer Weirrman resigned
as prasident of Israsl in
Jubly 2000, under public
pressure generated by the
state prosecution's report
on the subject

4, Warren . Harding.

5. A soldier whose task was
to throw grepados.

6. The United States of
Amarica, nemod for the
lakan sxplorer Amerigo
Vespuoti,

7. Caves: Mammaoth Cave,
the largest cave systam
In thie wortd, Wilh awer
BAS kdomeiers (426 miles)
mapped ond explomod,

B. HG, Wells' "The Time
Mackina” {1835),

8. “Dle Hard"

10. "Big" [1988), directad by
Penny Marshall,

are undoubtedly personnel
whao are apprehensive about
going o the concealed sites
of additional launchers, for
Tear they will be killed, Most
oppressive of all, perhaps, is
the feeling of breached intel-
ligence.

Even so, 4 ground entry
into southern Lebanon, even
limited, will be a different
story, more difficult, It's
likely that Hezbollah's defen-
sive systems in the villages,
dnd their secrets, are in
part visible to Israeli intelli-
gence, but it"s more difficult
to destroy via air power the
subterranean infrastructure
aof bunkers and funnels that
the organization has created
near the border. That's the
main reason for the decision
togninon the ground. Andas
& result, two major difficul-
Hes can be expected, which
recall what the IDF faced in
its invasion of the Gaza Strip
at the end of last October.

First, the enemy's resis-
tance need not rest on com-
plex and systematic military
systems, but on puerrilla
squads that are positioned
well in critical areas and
could inflict Iosses on the
ID¥F, Second, the time ds-
mension: The execution of
the IDF's plan in Gaza took
far more time than had
been anticipated, because it
turned out that the interplay
between built-up areas and
underground zones greatly
lengthens the duration of the
operation and complicates it.
Anyane who expects to see
tanks and armored vehicles
barreling acroas the terrain,
in the style of the Six-Day
War in Sinai, 1% going to be
disappointed.

On Thursday the IDF
revealed that special opera-
tions units had carried out
mare than 70 ratds across
the fence, since last Octo-
her. In their course, combat
zopes of Hezbollah were un-
covered, approach tunnels
that enable them o draw
close to the border without
being seen, and multiple
means of combat, There
ATe Many more similar com-
pounds in open areas along
the fence. Other targets of
the operation will be the vil-
lages on the line of contact.
At the same time, the TDFFS
instructions to the popula-
tion of the south to evacuate
their homes extend far to the
north of that, until the out-
akirts of Tvre.

The tunes we're hear-
ing from the officers, and
through them to the public
via the retired generals in
the TV studics, ‘are guite
familiar; This is & limited
move with the aim of push-
ing back the terrorists from
the border, restoring securi-
ty and bringing back the res-
ident of the evacuated com-
munities. The risks, which
as usual are mentioned less,
are also known: The slippery
slope lies between the first
hill that's seized in order to
carry out the mission, and
the second one, which is
stormed in order to protect
the forces on the first hill
from fire. Thus you some-
times find yourselfl stuck in
a foreign land for 18 years,
mayhbe more. Oaly one thing
seems sure: the land shall
not rest quiet, certainly not
far 40 years.
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Death was omnipresent here

A year later, revisiting Sderot, where a memorial is being built on the ruins of the police station; Be'eri,
whose victims are being reinterred; and the site of the Nova rave, with its avenue of portraits of the dead

"-—- ]

The Twilight Zone

Gideon Levy

hula Dahan passed away a
muonth ago. A vear ago, on Oc-
tober 8, we visited ber home in
Sderat, “Visited " 150 the right
word: We invaded her home. A
bulldozer was collecting bodies of ter-
rorists on the lawn scross from her
house, a police officer extracted an
Israell ID card from the rubble that
had been the police station, French phi-
lnsopher Bernard-Henri Lévy, wearing
his hallmark white shirt, had already
arrived for a media-intense solidarity
visil, The howl of a siren warning us
to enter a safe space sent us scurrving
- frightened, we hurtled into the frst
apartment we came across.

Shitla Daban was sitting on the sofa,
terrified, her hands trembling. “She
iz now & cancer patient, and the hor-
ror that grips her is manifested in the
incesgant shaking of her hands. Pale
and terrified, she sits on the sofa next to
the zafe room... and listens to her hus-
band's descriptions,” [ wrote at the time
. Mika, her dog, never stopped barking;
in the stairwell, a voung neighbor was
seized by a panic attack and could not be
calmed down, Meanwhile, Shula’s hus-
band, Elisha, began to tell us his story
about Sderat - a city he hadn’t aban-
doned since 1956 - and about the atroci-
ties he had seen through the sandow of
his home just two days earlier.

“1 thought I was in a movie,” he said,
adding that he'd witnessed the blood-
drenched battle over the police station
and terrorists opening the doors of pass-
ing cars and shooting the passengers.

A year after the massacre, we've
refurned to the station that no longer
exists. A memaorial featuring stone col-
umns is being erected in a new square,
at the site: Time is short, the first anni-

y TSR, il

versary 1z [ast approaching, and for-
eign workers - who most likely have
no dea what transpired here a year
agn —are laboring day and night ahead
of the ceremony that's being planned
there. It's shaping up to be an impres-
give monument

The western Negev communities
near the Gaza Strip are preparing for
the [irst anniversary. On Kibbutz Be'eri
thev're hurrying tobury the dozens of
their dead who were initially interred
in other places; funeral follows hard on
the heels of funeral. Kibbutz Nir Oz is
planning its memorial ceremony in the
cemetery next to its botanical garden.
The site of the Nova rave near Kibbutz

For months, buses full of
soldiers and Israeli civilians
have been driving through
the area daily. It's now a
compulsory trip. Soon the
memorial sites will become
Israel’'s collective Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier.

Ee'im also looks like a construction
site. And here in Sderot the manoment
is being erected

For months, buses full of soldiers
and Israeli civilians have been driving
through the area daily, It's now a com-
pulsory trip. Soon the memaorial sites
will become Israel’s collective Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier. Perhaps vis-
iting foreign dignitaries will be taken
here after or maybe even instead of
Yad Vashem, the Holocaust memorial
in Jeruzalem

A white tent is perched between the
gite of the Sderot police station me-

Lior Alon on Kibbutz Beerd. Has guided bundreds of groups, thousands of people,
and the job is like a balm to him: to tell and retell the torment of that day.

f

From top left, clockwise: Highway 232 Near Kibbutze Mifulsim; photos of hostages and of murdered members of Kibbulze Be'eri; a torched home on Be'erd; squills near the cemetery of Kibbutz Nir O and also on Nir
Oz, in the hackgroond, the damaged home of Yocheved Lifshitz, who retormed from captivity in Gaza, and ber hushand Oded, who is still among the hostages there,

maorizl and the housing project the Da-
hans live in, A bearded man is arrang-
ing plastic chairs in the tent. I agk him
what he's dong, I didn't recognize him.,
It's Elisha Dahan. He's preparing the
ceremony he's planned to mark 30 days
since Shula’s death. Eleven months af-
ter we aw her in her living room, she
died at home. The bullet holes are still
visible in the walls. The aging Mika
still barks when the doorbell rings, bt
Shula is gone, The goings-on in the last
year aggravated her condition, Elisha
says. "The war didn"t do good things
to her body"”

Shortly after we left on October 9, the
Dagans packed their bags and moved
in with their daughter, in Gedera. The
horror of October 7 had devastated the
couple, and for the first time in their
lives they sell-evacuated, after hav-
ing refused to leave in ail the previous
wars. Elisha frst had to fix their car—it
had been parked opposite the police sta-
tion and was riddled with bullet holes -
and then they drove north. They stayed
there forabout a month and & half.

Afterward the couple moved to a ho-
tel of evacuees on the Dead Sea. Shula
traveled once a week to Kaplan Hospital,
in Rehovol, for treatment, until the trip
became too much for her. They decided
to stop the treatments and to return o
their home opposite the police station
in Sderot, Shula wanted to die at home,
and she got her last wish on September
1. “This iz the fate decreed for us,” the
widower gays sarrow fully,

A crane of the Y.A. Gueta company i3
installing the pillars of the monumert.
From his window, Dahan sees a new
landscape: not only the memorial site in
piace of the police station, but also two
huge murals across the length of the ad-
jacent buildings. The police station is de-
picted in flames, and above itare Torah
scrolls that are also on fire and letters
ascending from them into the heavens,
all in bold colors: “Simhat Torah 5784,
by Eliasal Miara. On the building oppo-
site, a gift of Bank Hapoalim, is a paint-
ing of a lion roaring, mouth agape, a li-
oness cuddling her cub, the figuresof a
mother and dasughter casting their gaze
at the horizon, a synagogue or possibly
the Temple that shall be built speedily
in our time, in the background.

“Dro you have anything to do with this
painting? City Hall came and did it with-
out asking us,” one resident savs,

"“Why didn't they ask as first? They
¢could have informed us, at least, said
samething,” complains another resi-
dent, who lives in the building adorned
with the roaring lon.

Sderot seems to be back to its ev-
ervday routine. The supermarket that
had been opened after October 7 for
a brief time with soldiers in the role
of employees, is now bustling ahead of
the Rosh Hashanah holiday. The ruins
have been rebuilt, the mohile shelters
have been decorated, back to normal,
at least on the face of it.

Dahan: “Life has completely gone
back tn what it was and almost all the

Plaivar bne Moer Miiosd

residents have returned. 1 don't know
anyone who hasn't come back. But the
situation can't go back to what it was.
Life will never be what 1t was before.
You keep coming back to the question:
by Grod inn heaven, how did they get this
far? It's incomprehensible, Tt will stay
with us for the rest of our lives. Even
when there 15 quiet, there is noise, [ was
never afraid during any wars, but when
it’s close to your home, 1t's noise that
never leaves you. The year went by just
like that. Ina whiz. It went by like wind.
Really tough, but it passed.”

Last week, at the Sderot Founders
House, the people who live opposite the
police station met with the tank crew
that shelled the three-story building
with over two dozen terrorists inside.
“The crew thanked us and we thanked
them,” Dahan relates. A passerby asks
us: “In Sderot everyone 15 a Bibi-ist. How
151t you're not afraid to show up here?”

Yellow flags honoring the hostages
in Gaza line Highway 232, the road of
bleod at the border of the Strip, which
was used by murderous throngs of
Hamazniks, The dozens of burned-out
and exploded cars on the shoulders
have been supplanted by countless pri-
vate monuments erected by devastated
family members. In some cases there's
a sign and a candle, in others a costly,
well-designed monument - all of them
for young peaple from the Nova party
whao tried in vain to flee for their lives
alomg this route from the horrors of the
Nukhba. There is & particularly large
number of small memorials like this at
the Kibbutz Mifalsim bend in the road.
Death was omnipresent here,

"Eden Guez, daughter of Aliza and
Robert. Your smile is engraved in our
heart. Your joie de vivre is our last tes-
tament for eternity.” There's a Jewish
Mational Fund picnic table and a beer
tap, in memory of Eden.

*Stav Gueta, your last will and testa-
ment is joy in the heart”

Anempty Arak battle lies next to the
shiny pebbled stairs that ascend to the
memartal site for Liraz Asulin. She was
an accountant at the Meto Group, which
does financial planning, and served on
the board of the Tamar regional water
company. She was 38.

“Kibbutz Nahal Oz. 15 killed. 7 ab-
ducters. A commiission of in R Tal ']
will avert the next catastrophe,” says.a

Continued on page 1.2
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Power, yes, but to what end?

What failed on October 7 wasn't
the Zionist vision, but the violent
and distorted interpretation
placed on it by Netanyahu and
his associates. Like Diaspora
Jews in the 19th century, we too
are at a dramatic crossroads

Eyal Chowers

‘ ‘ Fthere is a single legitimate claim of sovereign-
ty, all nations who believe in the Bible must
recognize the claim of the Jews. They can do so
without fear or envy, for the Jews are no politi-
cal power and will never be g political power”

—Theodor Herzl, speaking at the Second Zionist Congress,
1898

Almost exactly 70 years before the war of October 7, an
the night between October 14 and 15, 1953, Israel Defenze
Forces seldiers carried out a reprisal raid in the village of
Dibva, in Jordan. The decision to carry out the operation was
made after terrorists killed a mother and her two children
by detonating a grenade in their home in Yehud, a town
just north of today’s Ben-Gurion Airport, and following a
sequence of similar actions of murder and sabotage. The
Qibva operation was led by Ariel Sharon, who in the spirit
of the orders he réceived wrote that the aim of the raid was
to cotcuier the village and to inflict *maximum harm on life
and property.” Morée than 60 villagers were killed in their
hames in the assault, which employed gunfire and grenades,
and 45 buildings were biown up.

In an essay published alter the event, the philosopher Ye-
shayahu Leibowitz wrote that, “Qibya, its causes, implications,
and the action itself, are part of the great test towhich weasza
nation are put as a result of national liberation, political inde-
pendence and our military power.” Because Jews were subject
for so long to foreign rule, and as a people lacked ownership of
and responsbility for collective means of violence, “our mo-
rality and conscience were conditioned by an insulated exis-
tence,” in which valees were cultivated that were “not tested in
the crucible of reality.” Indeed, Diaspora Jewry viewed itself
a% “hav]ing] gained control over oné of the terrible drives to
which human natureis subject... [the] impulse of communities
to kill cne another.”

Letbowitz believed that the 1948 War of Independence was
anecessary stagein the acquisition of freedom and removal of
the "shame of galut” fexile). But with the possibility of employ-
ing violence, he argued, came questions of when it is justified
and when it 15 unaceeptable, when it 15 unavoidable and when
it iz not eszential, and even wihen it is justified vet still cursed
and mistaken (as was the case in his view, with the biblieal
massacre perpetrated by Shimen and Levy in Shekbem, in
Genesis 34, alter the rape of their sister, Dina). In fact, Leibow-
itz azzerted, the “religious and morsl significance of regaining
palitical independence” - the most pressing challenge of the
State of Israel, from hig point of view - is that “We are now
being put to the test. Ane we capable not only of suffering for
the sake of [the Jewish] values we cherish but alsoof acting in
accordance with them?*”

Afrer October 7, Haaretz published an interview with Prof.
Moshe Zimmermann, a scholar of German history and cul
ture. According to Zimmermann, “The moment a pogrom
against Jews takes place in the Jewish state, the Zionist state,
both the state and Zionism are testifing to their own fanlure.
Because the idea underiving the establishment of a Zionist
state was to prevent a situation like that in which Jews in the
Driaspora find themselves. ., The Zionist sahution is not [realty]
a solution.”

Oddly, this argument, which has been voiced by many crit
s of Xloniam worldwide, echoes comments that can also be
heard coming from the other side of the political spectrum
regarding the supreme purpose of the state, For example,
Prime Minister Benjamuin Metanyahu said, back in 2015, that
his primary goal was fo preserve “life iself” (By the way,
this was apparently the first building block of Netanyvahu's
judicial coup in 2023: When ensuring survival itself becomes
the essence of politics, the character of the regime becomes
secondary)

Citizens’ safety and the preservation of life are, of
course, a cardinal goal of every state, democratic or wn-
democratic. But the purpose of Zionism, according to Lei-
bowitz {and also according to many Zionist thinkers who
prieceded him, beginning with Leon Pinsker, the author of
“Auto-Emancipation,” from 1882), was not defined solely
by the promise of survival and prevention of pagroms, as
though this encapsulated the human horizon of the new
Jow. For Leibowits, the success of national revival de-
pended on what the Jews, as autonomous citizens and asa
soverelgn nation, would choose to do with their hard-won
freedom, and on whether they would choose to uphold,
within its framework, the motral valies they had cultivated
acrosa generations, including the sacred value of human
Life itsell, In this sense, the pogroms that Jews (soldiers in
the case of (Qibya; anonymous militias in Hawara, Duma,

The aftermaih of an lsraeli airstrike in Beirud last Sainrday. Beports of dozens and even hundreds of civilinns being killed or hort in Lebanon or Geaza in the wake of one assassination atiempi or
pnother don'f give rlse o serfous discussion or consideration among the Isracll public and media,

al-Mughayvir, Jit and elsewhere, much more recently) are
perpetrating sgainst Arabs and their property, as the army
and the palice turn a blind eye, also constitute a type of
dangerous, ongoing failure - no léss than the state's inabil-
ity to prevent the atrocious and brutal pogrom that was
carried out against Tsraeli citizens and foreign workers in
the communities across from the Gaza Strip

* & &

Pogroms are different from wars, and not anly because
those who are killed are civilians rather than soldiers, or
because women, children and men, infanis and the aged are
all equally among the casualties. In a pogrom, the rampag-
ers are neighbors, some of them people yvou did business
with, waorked with, socialized with, The destruction wronght
by a pogrom is also an encounter with jolting evil dand the
shattering of relations of trust, of the delicate weave that
people try to forge among themselves them over years.

A pogrom is not only a killing spree; its main intention is
to create fear, humilistion, prolonged trauma; its target is
the mind no less than the body, which sometimes is also sav-
aped and violated publicly. A pogrom also cocurs, among
other places, in the space where a person is supposed to feel
most secure: in the bome. It burns into the consclousness
the idea that nowhere in the world is safe. And a pogrom
also unhinges the sense of place and of memory, and our
ability to tell ourselves our narrative: Tor, vou konow, the
kitchen table we ate at stood there, and the tree we climbed
ag children was there - both are now burned ruins.

Owver the vears the Jews have experienced hundreds of po-
groms; including during the 19th century, the age of enlight-
enment and progress. (The “storms in the south” pogroms
in Russia, im 1881-1BB2, were the background to the writing
of "Auto-Emancipation”), Even if Jewish communities in the
Diaspora had impressive periods of prosperity snd success,
the Jew was and remains one of the blatant symbols in his-
tory of recurring human vulnerability. Soit’s not surprising
that when the Jews' movement of national revival sprang
up, some Zionist thinkers did not make do with the idea of
a state and sovereignty and the normalizing of Jewish life
sought by Herzl. They aspired to something deeper; to create
a new Jew, with a consciousness of power and immunity to
injury, a Jew who would constitute a response to the future
as well as a correction of the past,

A case in point 15 the writer Micha Josef Berdvcozewskl,

Metanyahu at the UN last week. He talks of unity while he works to destroy internal solidarity for political reasons,

P by SmcthVAF

who in the late 19th century portrayed the Diaspora Jew
a5 a soft person of words, who is ensconced in the beit mi-
drash - the study hall - buckling under the weight of tradi-
tion and memary, the languishing spiritual life of religious
Judaism and its abstract moral ideas, passive in the world
of action and impotent in the face of modernity. In the place
of the galult Jew - the “Jew of the exile” - Berdyczewski
called for the crafting of a new and bold person (and peo-
ple). An individual who would "awaken from his sleep” and
be characterized by a strong will, the ability to do great
deeds and by courage. One who would turn to nature and
not disavow his own instinctive mature,

An admirer of Nietzsche, Berdycrewski intertwined the
return to “Canaan” with reservations about the way of the
Prophets and their excessive moralizing. He was also criti-
cal of the Judasm that was symbalized by Yavneh in the
wike of the destruction of the Second Temple, the Judaizm
that had transformed the Jewish people into the People of
the Book and the commandments. His heroes, in contrast,
were the Maceabees, Bar Kochba and perhaps, first and
foremost, Joshua and his warriors. “But who are those who
Are as sirict Fll.'I'ITI.I.I: ML1nr EI'IITLTI.'I.EI.H-::'I.'HEII.Iﬁ 2a w:lh mote
weighty ones, when compared to the heroes of Israel who
conguered the land [of Israel] and fought for i7" he asked.
The fact that Joshua wiped out the peoples of Canaan,
though they had done no wrong, but only because they were
living in the land promised to the people of Israel, was of
less coneern 1o the well-known writer,

Much time has passed since Berdyczewski wrote those
words; but his perception of Zionism as an organized and un-
compromising struggle agamst Jewish and human vulner-
ability contimies to réesonate. With the passage of the yvears,
Israel's leaders, in the name of that struggle, welded radical
nationalism to religious territorialism, authoritarianism to
militarizsm. Today, however, a year after October 7, it's clear

It's not the Zionist vision that failed
on October 7, 2023, but the distorted
interpretation foisted on that vision
by Netanyahu and the leaders of

the Israeli right as a whole,

that we are at a point in time that is no longer part of the
disaster-laden temporal continuum on which we marched
for vears to the drumbeat of that government policy. Like
the Diaspora Jews of the late I9th century, we have once
mote reached a crossroads, rightening in its uncertainty
and its fatefulness, at which there is no escaping a sharp
cholce about who we will be and how (and where) we will live.

w w &

In his lirst speech before the Knesset following October
7, upon the formation of the emergency unity government,
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stated that the “oanity
of the peaple 15 a force multiplier” and that “we all stand in this
campaign together [with] fraternity and mutual solidarity.”
He added, “We have a strong country, a strong government,
a strong pecple and a strong army with a sense of mission.”

Comming from Netanvahu, those were interesting remarks,
and not only because of his inherent hypocrisy, as he 1s the
persan who has deliberately endeavored to destroy internal
[srael salidarity for political reasons. Since his return bo power
in 2004, and more acutely in the past few years, Netanyahu
has transformed strength, or the Gccumulation of power, into
the central mission of the state's existence. Instead of a soci-
ety that measures itself by, for example, its social Justice and
equality, or by the relations bebween citizens and the quality
of its education, Netanyahu has said over the years that his
goal was the promotion of the state’s political, economic and
security might

Indeed, Netanyahu bound up the ideology of Israeli power
specifically with his leadership and with the authoritarian
regime he tried to inculcate. “Israel has never been stronger
- not economically, not in security and not diplomatically -
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and those things did not happen by chance. They happened
pecause [ am leading the country on & path of power,” he de
clared on December 25, 2019, during one of the election cam-
paigns he forced on Israel’s citizens. Hereiterated those words
in different forms countless times in recent years.

Multiple security concepts collapsed on October 7,
including the policy of separating Hamas in the Gaza
Strip from the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank,
and the belief in Hamag' moderation and its supposed
preference for sovereignty and economic perks over a
Mindamentalist and antisemitic struggle against Israel's
very existence. In the long run, however, the most sig-
nificant collapse is perhaps that of the ideclogy of power
and authoritarianism promoted by Netanvahu and the
couniry’s right-wing leadership in Israel in general. Our
uncertainly and vulnerability - in the realms of security,
economics, diplomacy, science, culture, emotional health
and society — are leaping out at us from every corner,
even in the wale of [srael’s extraordinary recent military
achievements against Hesbaollah .

If there's an entity that writes history, it's one that retorts to
human hubris with cynicizm and cruelty: Precisely the person
who raised high the banner of power and persuaded his sup-
porters that we are a regional —even a world - power, and that
his leadership alone is the key to that power, and that authori
tarianizm is the desirable regime model, i3 the very person
who in the end exposed the Israeli weakness to us and to the
wotld ina way that no Israeli leader had ever done before him.

It's mot the Zionist vision that failed on October 7, 2023, but
the distorted interpretation foisted on that vision by Nelan-
yahu and the leaders of the Israeli right as a whale.

* * %

Metanyvahu and his followers formulated an ideology of
power that's measured by the creation of information-based
technology, the scale of budgets and resources, production
and the GNP, by advanced weaponry and skilled military
personnel, by diplomatic ties in the world and prestipe,
and the like. In their perception, internal cohesiveness and
democratic culture were not a source of Israel abilities ar
BUCCEES,

The more they purveyed the propaganda of power, the
more they ceased 1o look for or see the dangers lurking
From our neighbors - Hamas, after all, was “deterred” - nor
did they heed the warnings about the possibility of war, and
thus forged an {lusion of safety; so much so that even the
IDF's top brass didn't believe their own warnings and failed
to take elementary defensive measures prior to October
7. The right wing’s constant blather about the determined
and extraordinary guality of Metanyvahu's leadership as the
key to the success of this worldview enfeebled the public's
democratic spirit along with the mutual, horizontal respon-
sibility of ordinary citizens, public officials, bureaucrats and
commanders for the welfare and security of the common-
alty - and contributed to the development of dysfunctional
security and governmental systems, in fields ranging [rom
trafisportation to the police, Then with the judicial coup
itzelf, the Metanyahu government brought the dismantle-
ment of Israeli society to a new level, by creating an unprec-
edented internal rupture and causing the erosion of Israel's
standing in the West to the paint where the country's future
is threatened

Power, whether it's thought of as the accumulation of re-
sources and means, or as the ability to shape the actions and
even the will of others, is essential in political-policy life.
However, the transformation of power into a governmental
ideology, as sccurred in the Netanyahu era, means the end
of that political life, certainly inits democratic sense, which
presupposes the decentralization and limitation of power,
viewing power principally as a means to achieve other ob-
jectives — such as individual happiness or the cultivation of
collective freedom and a strong civil society.

More precisely, forces have already arisen today, mainly
among the religious-Zionist public and among the traditional
right, that talk about a different type of power than that
promoted by Netanyahu. In that sense, it could be said that
the “golem has turned on its creator”” The prime minister,
in the past at least, played the Jewish-identity card, but saw
power as emanating largely from the institution of the state;
accardingly, he preserved a certain measure of state ori-
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entation (mamlakhtiyut) and respect for the law, and was
careful not to isolate Israel internationally; Jewish power,
in contrast, is already power of a “tribe.”

This Jewish tribe sees itzelf as one that shall dwell alone,
drawing its strength from elements that predate the state
historically and substantively and are apparently stronger
than it; it is continuous in time and expands in space, it is
united by religion and =zoil, ethnicity and race, a4 sense of
stperiority and entitlement — not by citizenship or a state-
based ethos. Netanyahu invested these tribal forces with
legitimacy, language and inspiration, but today he's captive
to their interpretation of the ideology he himself created,
just as he is imprisoned by their political elout.

* & %

The ideclogy of power is refltected as well in the charac-
ter of the war itself, in Lebanon (where its length, nature
and goals are still to be revealed), and primarily in Gaza.
The government says that its goals are to bring about
Hamag' collapse as a governmental and military force,
and the return of the hostages, among whom are living
women and men who have been languishing in Hamas'
tunnels for & year in inhuman conditions, exposed to acute
suffering and the risk of death and sexual violence. How-
ever, while the prospects of achieving these two goals
are not elear, and the government hasn't put forward a
strategic plan to implement them and is in fact deliber-
ately deferring their realization, the war in the south has
always had a third goal. It 15 ane that is more immediately
attainable, and as such has perhaps shaped the hostilities
more than the others.

This third goal i3 not genocide, but “searing of con-
sciousness” and wreaking destruction per sé: demolishing
houses and courtyards; public structures like mosques,
universities, hospitals and schools (there are estimates that
more than half of the buildings in the Gaza Strip have been
damaged or dest d, including most of the educational
facilities); farm fields and hothouses required for subsis-
tence; roads, water Tacilities, sewage systems and other
infrastructure.

This erasure of the built-up space has been compounded
by the shifting around of the population from place to place
(80 percent of Gaza's residents have had to leave their homes
at least once) and a lack of readiness to offer the popula-
tion a future, certainly not one in Gaza. In the meantime,
in place of a governmental alternative, Israel {through re-
peated raids) s preserving chaos, crime and internal terror,
while refusing to accept responsibility for the population, as
an occupying military regime is obligated 1o do,

(n top of all this, there are cases, apparently more than
a few, in which there have not been {and still isnt) enough
food ar water, or of medical personnel and equipment - and
there is also sometimes indifference to the life of civilians,
even if deliberate harm was not done to them (for example,
by use of heavy bombs to eliminate targets in areas of large
civilian concentration), In Gaza as in Lebanon, reports of
dozens and even hundreds of civilians being wounded and

Netanyahu invested these tribal forces with
legitimacy, language and inspiration, but
today he's captive to their interpretation of
the ideology he himself created, just as he
is imprisoned by their political clout.

killed in the wake of one assassination attemp! or another
don't give rise to serious discussion or consideration among
the Israeli public and media.

Israel Defense Forces soldiers are risking their lives for
Israel's [uture in a war against a cruel and cynical enemy
that 15 hiding among the (Gazan population and whose behav-
jor and governance are unacceptable, Still, it"s not clear how
far the sweeping destruction in Gaza - some 40,000 killed
there since the start of the war, though it’s not clear how
many of them were terrorists —is an unavoidable result of a
legitimate, specific and focused attempt to reduce the num-
ber of casualties among IDF troops and strike at deserving
targets; and to what degree, alternatively, the destruction
and death result from & comprehensive Israeli strategy to
project a perception of military power and raw violence,

The apprehension arises that this 18 what war looks like
when carried out by a government that placed the ideclogy
of power and authoritarianism at the heart of its politics,
and then dizcovered that it had been profoundly humiliated.
Conseguently, anxious Lo erase the images of its citizens who
were abandoned to their fate, and massacred in their own
homes, it inflicts even greater horrors an the other side, At
the same time, it finds it difficult toarrive at agreements and
arrangements in which the enemy and its leaders continue to
survive in any way, shape or form, since that survival will
gerve as reminder of the humiliation and the impotence.
This kind of thinking is also partially behind the aszassina-
tion of Hassan Nasrallah, the secretary general of Hezbol-
lah, which, in addition to its major operational consequences,
also has the meaning of destroying a symbol that inflicted
repeated humiliations on the State of Israel.

Perhaps Hamas' supreme goal is to draw all Palestinians
and Israelis, Muslims and Jews, into the lair where Jihad
Street meets Amalek Alley, so that in the darkness all will
be equal, both in the eyes of the world and in our own eyes,
in barbarism and in the trampling of the basic moral val-
wes. To go by attorney Karim Kahn, the prosecutor of the
Internaticnal Criminal Court in The Hague, who is seeking
warrants for the arrest of lsrael's prime minister and de-
fense minister, Hamas is apparently close to achieving its
goal. Precisely because of this, demoeracy and the preser-
vation of its values as the defender of human rights should
have been posited as goals of the war, certainly when con-
fronting a quasi-totalitarian regime. But that is beyond the
capability of the present government of Israel.

& &

The question of what we are fighting for is part of the war
itself, War, amid its horrors and destroction, is of ten also a mo-
ment of clarity, Some of the greatest orations about democracy
in history, such as thase by Pericles and Abraham Lincaln,
were delivered by leaders in time of war. They remained in the
memaory of Western civilization not only because they stirred
hope and provided conszolation, but because they imparted
broad meaning to the war being waged, beyvond the goal of the
physical survival of a nation and its individeals, snd enabled
citizens and nations to iranscend themselves.

The values that underlie a war are the most important ele-
ment in motivating a people, said Winston Churchill, because
they represent “a cause which rouses the spontaneous surg-
ings of the human spirit in millions of hearts.” Indeed, in his
historic speech of May 19, 1940, his first as prime minister,
Churchill azsserted that this was a decisive hour “for the life
of our country, of our empire, of our allies, and, above all, of
the cause of freedom.” Democracies and republics, from the
days of Athens and Rome, and down to Britain and the United
States, were among the maost successful nations in times of
war, precisely because of their ability to speak in the name
of high moral and humane values and 1o spur every citizen to
make an effort to realize the good within themselves.

In contrast, most of the Israel’s leaders (Netanyahu
amang them) have chosen historically to present the coun-
try's wars as part of an existential conflict for survival,
rather than as struggles for human freedom and demoe-
racy. In thig, they have minimized the meaning of Zionism
and Israeliness, and ignoted the high purposes we aspire
to as citizens and humans. It was in that spirit that Prime
Minister Golda Meir spoke in the Knesset at the outbreak
of the Yom Kippur War, and Prime Minister Menachem at
the beginning of the first Lebanon war. Begin, for example,
offered his principal justification for the war in saying,
“Will we of thiz generaticn abandon Jewish blood?... If the
hand of any two-footed animal is raised against [our chil-
dren], that hand will be cut off.”

Indeed, Begin's June 1982 speech 15 a milestons 1o the
dehumanization of the Palestinians, as part of the justifi-
cation for an ostensible war of survival and for the unre-
strained actions in it, but it was preceded by others, includ-
ing important words spoken by commanders to soldiers
prior to their going into battle.

A study eonducted by Dr. Netta Galnoor-Tene of the mo-
tivational “combat bulletins™ (dapei krav) issued to soldiers
throughout Israel’s history, shows that as early as the War
of Independence, references to the enemy (Egypt, in this
casel as animals can be found in the combat bulletins. In
one such message to the forces on the southern front, Abba
Kovner, the Holocaust partisan and afterward kibbutznik,

Continued nn page 14
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Yofi Tirosh

uring the week before

Hamas' murderous attack

o0 the Gaza border commi-

nities on October 7, a major

controversy was roiling Is-
rael, It concerned the fear of clashes
during the then-upeoming celebrations
of Simhat Torah that never took place
becausze the war broke out. About two
weeks before that festival, Yom Kippur
prayers held in Tel Aviv highlighted
the political tension between anti-Ne-
tanyahu protesters and supporters of
the prime minister. The former had
been flooding the streets for months,
protestng the povernment’s attempts
o meuter the Supreme Cowt and to
erde the separation of powers, The
coalition's base, meanwhile, supported
—and continues to support — the judicial
overhaul which, if successful, would
hasten the annexation of the occupied
territories, perpetuate the exemption
of Haredi {ultra-Orthodox) men from
the draft, and strengthen the grip of
religious law on women and LGBTO)
people. |

Last Yom Kippur, a4 nonprofit orga-
mization named Rosh Yehudi (literally,
Jewish mind) applied for a permit to hold
Yom Kippur prayers in Tel Aviv's Diz-
engoff Square - the symbolic heart of
the city, It requested permission to use
public electricity, to arrange chairs at
the site and to stop the square’s famous
Yaacov Agam fountain from operating
during the holiday so that participants
could hear the service without & micro-
phone. Rosh Yehudi is headed by Israel
Zuira, a social activist and real-estate
pnlrepreneur who has been promoting
Jewish takeovers of mixed Jewish-Arab
cities and boasting that he proudly aims
to “religi-fy™ Israel,

The Tel Aviv-Jaffa Municipality
accepted Zaira's requests on one con-
dition: that during the pravers there
would be no mechitza - the physical
partition separating men and women
that's nsed in Orthodox synagogues, A
petition against Tel Aviv's refusal to
allow the mechitza to be crected was
submitted by a pew and unfamiliar
organization called the Forum for Lib-
erty and Human Dignity in Israela few
days before Yom Kippur, In a hastily
written decision one day before the hol-
iday began, the Supreme Court upheld
Tel Aviv's policy, emphasizing that the
isste at hand was not freedom aof wor-
ghip, but rather the nature of Izrael's
public sphere. There are more than 500
Orthodox synagogues in Tel Aviv, the
court wrote, Therefore, the case "does
not CONCEIN Praver at & synagogue, but
rather prayer in a public space, in one
of the most central locations in the
city of Tel Aviv - Dizengoff Square...
A mechitza in a synagogue cannot be
treated the same way as a mechitza in
a public area, hence we cannot accept
the appellant’s claim that a synagogue
15 oo less a "public sphere’ than Dizen-
goff Square is."

The prayers held there on the eve
of Yom Kippur were marked by heart-
breaking clashes. Kosh Yehudi tried
to bypass the mechitza prohibition by
using a makeshift barrier in the form
of a rope studded with Israeli flags to
cordon women off from men, To fur-
ther stoke the fire, Rosh Yehudi bussed
ultra-religious settlers to the square
from the Kiryat Arba settlement and
its environs, Like a number of similar
organizations operating throughout Is-
rael, Rosh Yehudi openly declares that
its goal is not to bring the disparate
elements of Israell society closer but
rather to win over the hearts and minds
of secular Israelis and to draw them to
their extremist understanding of Juda-
ism and their narrow interpretation of
religious practice.

For many Tel Aviv liberals, the con-
troversy over barriers separating the
gexes on Yom Kippur last year reflects
a schismi that touches on much broader
and deeper worldviews. These people
saw Rosh Yehudi's initiative as a deliber-
abe assault on their way of life, correctly
identifying the organization's intentions
and actions as overt and determined ef-
forts to instll the idealogy of messianic
Judaism, and to normalize and expand
the grip of religicus law and the conser-
vative value system that enshrines sex-
ism, nationalism and xenophobia,

Until recently, the ongoing war in
Gaza has pushed this controversy (o
the margins of public consciousness.
However, a petition recently filed by
Rosh Yehudi, again requesting that
the district court order the municipal-
ity to allow gender-segregated prayers
on Yom Kippur, which falls next week,
has brought the issue back to national
awareness. Recognizing that many
synagogues will be packed on Yom
Kippur becuuse many Israelis want to
attend services that day although they
do not do so regularly throughout the
vear, the municipality replied to Eosh
Yehudi's recent request to hold prayers
al [zengoff Square by saying outdoor
segregated services will be allowed in
a svnagogue’s courtyvard if that syna-
gogue is full, but not at standalone
events such as at the square.

The issue of separation between
male and female worshippers by means
of a barrier in the city square has thus
become a flash point in the fierce de-
bate over the essence and nature of life
in the State of Israel.

Since 2000, gender segregation in
Israel has consistently been on the
rise. No longer a practice confined to
religious weddings and schools, or to
public transportation serving Haredi
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A gender-segregated event in Tel Aviv, 2022, The campaign of extremist rabbis against notions that they have turned into red flags, such as “post-modernity™ and “progress.”

is @ fght against any pereeived divergence from o highly rigid concepiion whereby women and men have strictly defined characteristies, roles and functions.

Mot i

‘Our salvation lies

with you, dear girls’

Under the cover of the government's judicial overhaul and the war in Gaza, extremist
messianic forces have been ratcheting up their 'occupation’ of the public domain, campaigning
to severely restrict and even exclude the presence of women — even in Tel Aviv

communities, the government has been
institutionalizing such segregation to
make it easier to draw Haredi men
into the labor market and encourage
their conseription in the Israel Defense
Forces. Today, institutions of higher
learning offer subsidized undergradu-
ate programs in which Haredi men and
women study on separate campuses, fe-
male professors are barred from teach-
ing male students, and female students’
dress is monitored for “modesty.” Like-
wise, the civil service offers separaie
professional training to Haredi men
and women, and Iocal municipalities
fund shows and concerts at which

During the past year,
pro-gender segregation
forces in Israel have

taken advantage of the
state of emergency to
amplify their oppressive
messaging and double
down on their conservative
vision of the state.

Haredi women and girls can only buy
tickets for the back rows or the balcomy.
MNetanyahu's coalition, dominated by
religious parties, has also been expani-
ing and normalizing sex segregationin
parks and other public spaces.

Prise to Yom Kippur 2023, gender
segregation during prayers, as opposed
tor at other activities, was a strictly re-
ligious affair; the debates around it
took place within religious communi-
ties. Indeed, in the past half-century,
the necessity for the mechitza in the
synagogue has been debated by reli-
gious feminists who dispute itz height
and opagueness — and sometimes its
VEIY presence.

Isracli law views gender segrega-
tion in synagogues and elsewhere a3 an
aspect of religious freedom that must
be protected. Thus, in its 2021 ruling
regarding the constitutionality of seg-
regated academic programs, the High
Court of Justice held that the closer
4 custom is to the core of religious
practice, the stronger the protection it
should be afforded under the law.

In public debates as well as in the
Knesset and in the courts, religious
leaders have repeatedly complained
that it has become increasingly dif-
ficult 1o be an observant Jew in the
Jewlish state. The opposite is true. The
freedom to conduct gender-segregated
worship in the tens of thousands of Or-
thodox synagogues in the country that
(unlike Conservative or Reform syna-
gogues) are funded by the state, the
freedom to separate men and women
in colleges and the separate hours al-
located for men and women at public

beaches and swimming pocls - none of
these are under threat. Nor iz there any
challenge to the right to wear head-cov-
erings as religious people do, despite
occasional claims o the contrary.

What is currently under threat in
Israel, and which until recently was
well-entrenched in Isreeli law and so-
ciety, is a person’s ability to lead their
lives with dignity and under condi-
tions in which they enjoy equal oppor-
tunities regardless of their gender or
sexual identity. The real question now
is: How will 1sracli men and especially
women be able to conduct themselves
in public spaces - on sidewalks and in
squares, on trains and buges, in class-
rooms and offices?

An issue of ‘moral purity’

Between Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur last vear, MK Limor Son Har-
Melech of the extreme-right Otzma
Yehudit party spoke at an event on
behalfl of Amiram Ben-Uliel, the Jew-
ish terrorist who was convicted of the
2015 arson attack that killed three
members of the Dawabsheh family and
was sentenced to three life sentences
plus 20 years. Her speech provided
a stark illustration of the connection
between Jewish supremacist ideology
and the campaign to promote gender
segregation and women's "modesty™:
“T know that Amiram is innocent. [
visited Amiram, and this saint, this
haly saint, not only did he refuse [to
see mel. I had brought with me an-
other man to be in the same room
with him, and [ would just stand be-
hind him and hide myself. No female
prison guard when he passes through
the hallway, no female prison guard is
present. And 1 find it o beautiful, this
holiness and piety, and it just really
tells vou who this man is... That haly
man, whom I really think is suffering
there for all of the people of Lsrael.”

For Sen Har-Melech, the murderer's
“beautiful” insistence on not looking at
worten or interacting with them in any
way testifies to his moral purity, She
emphazmizes these things, knowing they
will resonate with her audiences and
help convince them of his righteous-
ness and innocence

Mot long afterward, following the
Yom Kippur debacle in Tel Aviv, an-
other controversy erupted in the city.
On October 5, the eve of Simhat Torah,
the High Court held a hearing regard.
ing the municipalitys refusal to allow
the same nonprofit, Rosh Yehudi, to
hold gender-segregated hakafot - fes-
tive holiday processions - in the city. As
he entered the court, Israel Zaira told
the religious Arutz Sheva website: ""We
will act in accordance with the law, But
any law prohibiting barriers between
men and women is an immaoral law that
is bound to disappear from the world.
Thisz is a hubristie law that pretentious-
iy seeks to dictate to religious people
their faith, présuming to re-educate
the ‘oheolete Orthodox people’ in the
virtuousness of the néw religion of en-
lightened progressivism,

“We will never allow you to impose
laws on us that oppose the Torah.,. My
respect for my wife and the modesty
she undertakes to pray or dance with-
out men gazing upon her - is far greater
than the false and imagined equality
that a loud and coercive minority is
now trying 1o impose on us.”

Since the first monthe of the war,
religious leaders have labored to lever-
age the rauma it has caused to pro-
muaote their gender-oppressive agenda,
presenting that agenda as consistent
with halakha {(Jewish law) but, in fact,
exploiting it to present a marginal and
distorted vision of patriarchal, funda-
mentalist and messianic Judaism.

On October 12, five days after the
Hamas massacre, Prof. Yoel Elitsur, a
biblical scholar and one of the found-

The protest against kast vear's gender-segregated Yom Kippur eve service, organized
by the Bosh Yehudi nonprofit in Tel Aviv's Dizengoflf Square. The group tried to
hypass the mechitza prohibition by using a makeshift barrier.
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ers of the Gush Emunin settler move-
ment, published an article on Srugim.a
religious-Zionist website {the article
was later removed). Elitsur wrote
that the slaughter of the Gaza border
communities took place because God
“was left with no other choice,” add-
ing, “The Haly One blessed be he has a
set plan... And he will not give up - not
this land or any parts of it, not the peo-
ple, and not its destiny as a holy people
anid a light unto the nations. What will
God do now that forces in Israel have,
regrettably, risen... forces who choose
vanity and promote sexual aboming-
tions and present women as men?™

It has always been easy to
trivialize gender issues, yet
this a grave mistake - one
that Israeli liberals have
repeatedly made, leading
them to underestimate

the determination of

their illiberal and political
extremist foes.

In the phtra-religious lexicon, the
exXpression “present women as men”
refers to any practice ar phenomenaon,
however minor, that challenges estab
lished gender conventions: {rom long-
haired men and pant-wearing women
to transgender individuals; The cam-
paign of extremist religious-Zionist
rabbis against notions that they have
turned into red flags, such as “post-
modernity” and “progress,” i3 a fight
against any perceived divergence from
a highly rigid, essentialist conception
according to which women and men, by
their very nature and God's will, have
strictly defined characteristics, roles
and functions.

This campaign continues even at
a time of war. During the past year,
pro-gender segregation forces tn Israel
have taken advantage of the state of
emergency to amplify their oppres-
sive meszaging and double down on
their conservative vision of the state,
By tying the issue of national security
to “family values,” they promote the
gendered doctrine of religious nation-
alism. OUn October 19, when it became
clear that Israel was deeply mired in
war, Rabbi Snir Gueta, a former soc-
cer player, pleaded in a TikTok video:
“Dear girls, our salvation lies in the
hands of righteous women; our salva-
tion lies in your hands. We want to start
a campaign of shredding to prevent
sentencing [a pun in Hebrew], Every
daughter of Israel, who, with God's
help, will undertake totear up her im-
modest clothes, short pants, skimpy un-
dershirts, ete... To protect and preserve
the soldiers amd the hostages... Remem-

ber — when you discipline yourself, the
Holy One blessed be he withholds pun-
ishment thanks to you.”

In response, young women shared
hundreds of videos in which they
take up that call “I tore up one piece
of clothing; I am doing my best™; “I
shredded all my immodest clothes;
with God's help, I will save one more
soldier”

This campaign to further gendered
oppression has not been limited to Tik-
Tok and has even endangered lives. In
one incident, women were not allowed
to enter a bomb shelter used as a syna-
gogue during an air raid siren in Tel
Aviv. In another incident involving
a shelter-turpned-synagogue, women
were fold to remain in the hallway out-
side, which was more vulperable to the
falling missiles.

A common response to the trends
outlined here 15 to dismiss them as
negligible and anecdotal, or to claim
that to focus on them is to draw at-
tention away from the central issues
currently facing Israeli society. It has
always been easy to trivialize gender
izsues, yel this a grave mistake — ane
that Israeli liberals have repeatedly
made, leading them o underestimate
the determination of their illiberal and
political extremist foes. For instance,
this iz how secdlar Dsraelis have notl
noticed that social-studies curriculums
in their children’s schonls have been
effectively hijacked by right-wing and
religious propaganda. The same short-
sightedness is alzo evident in the liber-
alg’ failure to recognize the centrality
of gender and sexuality izssues in the
idealogy of those attempting to sabo-
tage Israel's democracy.

‘A new normal’

Netanyvahu’s far-right government
has made it impossible 1o ignore these
issues or deny their importance. A sig-
nificant part of its agenda i dedicated
to advancing legislation and policies
that would harm women and LGBT(Q
people’s rights, equality and autono-
my. The coalition agreements aim to
deepen the hold of halakha over every
day life, 1o minimize the tools and re-
sources avallable for legal protection
against sexual violence, to censor ed-
ucational curricula promoting pender
equality, and to advance conservative
Family values, Right-wing lawmakers
are ratcheting up their efforts to legal-
ire gender segregation, allow business
owners to refuse service that opposes
their religious faith and to expand the
jurisdiction of rabbinical law and rab-
binical courts,

The coalition agreements are not
merely aspirational. During the first
two months of its rule after the 2022
election, the government began fto
demonstrate its seriousness on gender-
related izsues in numerous ways. First,
the current administration has set a
record low in terms of the number of
female ministers, ministerial directors
general, and chairs of Knesset commit-
tees, placing Israel at the bottom of
international charts on gender equal-
ity in government, The government
also shut down the Authority for the
Advancement of the Status of Women,
dismissing a series of seniot female of-
ficials and replacing them with men.
It has blocked legislation and policy
decisions addressing sexual violence
and transferred hundreds of millions
of shelkels to initiatives "strengthening
Jewish identity” Coalition ministers
and MEs regularly carry out viclous
attacks in the media against top female
officials, including the current atfor-
nev general. Last year, the civil service
commisgioner ordered that enly male
pranouns be used in announcements of
povernment job openings.

These examples — merely a sample
- make it clear that curtailing gender
equality and sexual freedom is a core
tenet of this government and part of
its plan to transform Israeli society. In
the authoritarian, patriarchal society
it is busy bringing about, the demand
for women's and LGBTQ equality has
already become a provocative politi-
cal stance.

A “new normal” 15 now taking hold,
in which women's rights can be in-
fringed as a matter of course. For ex-
ample, in Mav 2023, the media reported
that the Shufersal supermarket chain
used stickers to cover women's faces
on hair-color packaging in its branch
in Haredi-dominated Bnei Brak. The
chain's first response was to admit it
had covered women's faces but it added
that this was an appropriate measure to
accommodate customers in that area.
It is hard tobelieve that any public rela-
Hons office would have dared to release
such a response before the current gov-
ernment’s rise to power.

To legitimize their policies, propo-
nents of pender segregation utilize lib-
eral values and concepts, and argue that
tolerance and multculturalism dictate
the acceptance of separation between
the sexes, Religions leaders explodt this
language consciously and opportunisti-
cally, as they do not believe it or apply it
in their own communities. The liberals
are entangled in it naively,

Indeed, many among the Israeh
public are still confused about gender
segregation, as if this is a matter in-
valving a majority’s tolerance of a cul-
tural minority, But the question today
't whether it's appropriate to be tol-
erant of separation between the sexes
and practices that preserve modesty
in religious communities, but rather

Continued on page [2
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May this year
and its troubles
soon be over

The State of [srael is in the midst of the most diffi-
cult period in its history, under a reckless leadership
headed by & man whose only promise he has made
and kept to his people was to live by the sword. In re-
marks made af 3 new vear's cabinet meeting, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu briefly mentioned the
101 hostages whom he has abandoned to suffering
and death in Hamas' tunoels in the Gaza Strip, half
of whom are no longer alive.

Under its thoughtless leadership, Israel ig taking
giant steps towards a regional war while the world
keeps asking itself, What does it want? Where is it

heading?

Ayman Safadi, the Jordanian foreign minister,
best captured those feelings in a speech that has
gone viral across the globe but has been completely
ignored by Israel. At a press conference following
a joint celebration by Arab representatives during
the UN General Assembly session, Safadi exercised
his right to speak and say things all Israelis must
hear. “The Israeli prime minister came here today
and zaid that Israel is surrounded by those who want
to destroy it,” he began. “We're here — members of
the Muslim-Arab committee, mandated by 57 Arab
and Muslim countries — and | can tell vou very un-
equivocally, all of us are willing to guarantee the
security of Israel in the context of Israel ending the
occupation and allowing for the emergence of a Pal-

estinian state™

This is not to say that Hamas did not seek to van-
guish israel, that Hezbollah is not a bitter and eruel
enemy or that Iran is not seeking the worst for us,
but Safadi has served w remind us of an undeniable
truth; Under its long years of rule by Netanyahu,
Israel has not lifted a finger for the sake of peace
with the Palestinians but the reverse.

“Da they have a narrative other than ‘T'm pgoing
to continue to go to war and kill this and kill that"?"
he asked. “Ask any Israeli official what their plan
1s for peace, you'll get nothing because they're only
thinking of the first stép - we're going to destroy
(zaza, inflame the West Bank, destroy Lebanon, After
that, they have no plan. We have a plan, we have no
partner for peace in Israel”

(On the eve of Bosh Hashana 5785, when the only
horizon Israel's leaders offer s war, we can only hope
that in the coming vear we will be blessed with a pro-
found change in leadership and a new vision for the
country. May this year and its troubles soon be over,

Erun Wealkawaki | cramicl @ aareie cioal

Zvi Bar'el

In their death, they willed us Gaza

he imaginative pro-
T posal that could end

the war in Lebanon
envisions a huge multi-
national force landing
on the country's shores.
Its soldiers would deploy
along the Lebanese-Tsraeli
border togeéther with the
Lebanese Army, under an
agreement with the Leba-
nese government, and cre-
ate a security zone, a “ring
af fire," that would prevent
Hezbaollah from shooting at
communities in northern
Israel.

This could also be the pro-
posal for ending the war in
Gaza. Soldiers from Egypt,
the United Arab Emirates,
Moroceo and Jordan would
deploy along the Philadelphi
route, on the Gaza-Egypt
border, and escort the con-
voys of trucks loaded with
humamnitarian aid for Ga-
za's residents, The head of
the [srael Defense Forces'
Southern Command would
hand contral of Gaza to the
Arab commanders at a fes-
tive ceremony,

But whereas in Lebanon
there's at least a strategic
foundation for implementing
this plan, in Gaza idenlogy
stands like a fortified wall to
protect us from it

Israel boasts that it has
destroyved most of Hamas'
military capabilities. The

army has already said it
could retake control of
the Philadelphi corridor
or conduct ather opera-
Hons in Gaza even without
a massive presence there.
In other words, it's already
ready to announce the end
of the war. Israe]l has even
said that it would be willing
1o consider the stationing
there of an multinational
force that would include
Arab members.

But then the Palestin-
lan “spoiler” intruded. The
United Arab Emirates,
which has announced its
willingness to participate
in 4 multinational force,
set one ¢lear condition for
sending ity troops: That it
be done “at the invitation
of a reformed [Palestinian
Authority], or a PA led by
an empowered primé min-
ister.” Under those condi-
tions, Egypt would also be
willing to send troops, hav-
ing already conditioned the
reopening of its side of the
Rafah border crossing on
the Palestinian Authority
managing the Gazan side.

And here 15 where the ab-
surdity lies. Israel is willing
to have a significant multi-
national force stationed in
southern Lebanon and to
reach agreements with the
Lebanese government, even
though Hezbollah members

are part of that government.
But it is not willing to do so
with the Palestinian Author-
ity, even though the PA still
maintaining securily coor-
dimnatinn with Israel

In Lebanon, Jerusalem is
willing to pin its hopes on
a multinational force and
settle for Hezbollah forces
withdrawing to north of the
Litani River as proof of Is-
rael's success in lifting the
threat and as a necessary
and sufficient condition
for enabling restdents of
the north to return home
safely, as it promised. But
in Gaza, it will “remain as
long as necessary,” without
specifving what criteria
will have to be met to en-
sure the safety of residents
of southern lsrael,

Israel isn™t demanding
that the Lebanese govern-
ment oust Hezbollah mem-
bers from its ranks, nor
does it seek to destroy the
basis for the government's
civilian rule of the country.
But in Gaza, it izsn't willing
to hear about the PA manag-
ing civilian infrastructure,
evien though that could ac-
tually complete the process
of destroying Hamas as a
civilian government, rath-
er than only as a military
force.

The difference between
these two theaters is that

Israel's policy in Gaza is die-
tated by ideology, whereas
its policy in Lebanon is dic-
tated by its military needs.
Lebanon isn't a “Zionist
asset.” It's A comventional
battlefield in which a mili-
tary victory can end with
a political sclution. Gaza,
in contrast, 15 a humiliating
historical memory - a Ma-
sada that fell when Israel
withdrew from it in 2005 and
an unprecedented massacre
that occurred in southern Is-
rael on October 7 under an
[sraeli government.

In Gaza, no military vic-
tory will erase this historic
humiliation, so any talk of a
political -agreement is seen
as capitulation. There 15 only
one way to restore our lost
honor — by occupying Gaza
forever and making it part of
Izrael. That i= the "appropri-
phe Ziomist response.”

If for every settler killed
by a terrorist in the West
Bank a new settlement ouf-
post is built, then in Gaza,
in exchange for all of the
hostages who have died and
all those who will die, we
shall expand the borders of
our homeland. Because in
their deaths, the hostages
have willed GGaza to us. That
i5 their testament, and this
is the government that has
been appointed as the ex-
ecutor of their estate,

enjamin Netanyahu's
B address to the United

Mationg General As-
sembly last week is more
relevant to our security
situation that it might have
seemed, and it does not
bode well

Copsidering the astonish-
ing successes of [srael's mili-
tary and intelligence forces
and the broader implications
of these - accomplishments,
the prime minister’s speech
was notable for the absence
of any strategic doctrine that
would enable their transla-
tion into sweeping positive
changes both close to home
and farther away. Even
worse, while the speech accu-
rately explained the opportu-
nities, his policies guarantee
that they will be missed.

As usual, Netanyahu
made use of visual aids, on
this nccasion two maps rep-
resenting the choices fac-
ing Israel and the region.
The first, in bright colors,
represents what he called
“a map of a blessing” and
depicts conperation among
countries that seek stability
and progresas - including Is-
rael, of course. The second,
in dark colors, was of Iran
and its proxies - all the ac
torg that foment evil in our
neighborhood. They consti-
tuted “a map of a curse.”

His depiction of reality
was correct, but his conchi-
sion was not. The map of the
Middle East indeed reflects
the existence of two mutual-
v hostile blocs. But through
his policies, Netanyahu has
deliberately chosen to draw
away from integration into
the “blessing” bloc and tosen-
tence us to constant cenflict
with the “curses.”

One bloc, led by Iran, uses

Tamir Pardo and Nimrod Novik

PM has chosen the map of the curse

violence to undermine sta-
bility and then exploits the
resultant instability to ex-
pand the zone of influence
of the ayatollahs' benighted
regime, The other bloc- com-
prising the couniries that
signed peace agreements
with Israel, Egypt and Jor-
dan; the countries that signed
the Abraham Accords; Saudi
Arabia and other Persian
Gulf states - is united both in
its anxiety about the [ranian
threat and its commitment
1o regional stability, which is
wvital for economic growth in
the spirit of the Saudi crown
prince’s Vision 2030 and that
of some of hiz neighborsa,

For years now, the "bless-
ing" bloc has been inviting
Israel to join its ranks, both
in the context of a regional
coalition to thwart Tran and
its proxies and in order to
integrate economic, techno-
logical and other capabili-
tes for evervone's benefit.
Such integration would in-
clude normalizing relations
with Saudi Arabia and other
Arab and Muslim countries
that are awaiting Israel’s
decision.

At least five members of
the regional coalition-Egvpl,
Jordan, the United Arab
Emirates, Morocooand Saudi
Arahia- are hostile to Hamas
fand to its parent organiza-
tion, the Muslim Brother-
hood). They accepred Wash-
ington's invitation to join the
so-called Biden initiative to
coordinate  action  against

Iran, as indeed happened on
the night in April when Iran
attacked Israel, and would
also accept responsihility
for managing the (aza Strip,
including stationing ground
forces there,

But to realize these inten-
tions, the “map of a blessing™
countries need three changes
in the Palestinian arena. The
first is an end to the war in
Gaza, which would enable
them to deploy thedr own fore-
es there in coordination with
the departing Israeli troops.

The second, to avoid be-
ing painted as an occupying
force, is that they can only
intervene in response to a
request from the party rec-
ognized worldwide as the le-
gitimate representative of the
Palestinian people - the Pales-
tinian Authority. They would
then be able to enter Gaza in
full eoordination with the PA,
ag a temporary — even if pro-
longed — solution to the PA's
inability to handle the task of
running Gaza on its own.

The third change, to re-
duee the danger that the bil-
Lions slated o be invested in
Gaza will go up in llames in
another round of wviolence,
is an Israeli commitment to
give the Palestinians a cred-
ible palitical horizon, even if
implementing it takes many
maore years. They argue that
sucha horizon would alsopro-
vide an alternative of hope to
Hamas" ideology of death,
destruction and despair and
thereby prevent the terrorist

organization from recruiting
anew generation of Palestin-
ians toits ranks.

If any further push were
negeded to reevaluate the
ceniral role the Palestin-
1am issue plays in the eves of
these countries, we received
italmost concurrent with Ne-
tanyahu's speech, when Saud:
Foreign Mimster Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al-Saud,
addressing the UN Security
Couneil, announced that his
country had formed an inter-
national alliance “to promote
the two-state solution.” Tm-
plementing this solution, he
added, “is the best solution to
break the cvele of conflict and
suffering and enforce a new
reality in which the entire re-
ginn, including Israel, enjoys
security and coexistence.”

While Israel’s government
is ztriving to conwvince the
moderate Arab states {and
the Israeli public) that there
i oo contection between
establishing relations with
those countries and the Pal-
estinian issue, even states
that have already normal-
ized relations with us appear
o have reached the opposite
conclusion. This isevidenced
by the United Arab Emirates’
freeze on joint ventures with
Israel, the redection in can-
tact between its government
amd ours and the new Saued:
initiative,

Itturns out that the trauma
aof October 7 and the ensuing
war made it clear to many
countries, in our region and

beyvond, how much damage
the Isracli-Palestinian con-
flict and the instability it
ereates is doing to their vital
interests. But even though
this is a conflict is a life-or-
death marter for us, and plac-
ing a border between us and
the Palestinians is essential
bo our future as a Jewish and
democratic state, the penny
hasn't yet dropped here.

For Arab states, in con-
trast, their commitment to a
two-state solution has moved
from lip service to a diplo-
matic imperative. As Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman said clearly, his
kingdom “will not establish
diplomatic relations with
Israel without" progress
toward establishing a Pal-
estinian state.

The prime minister's re-
fusal to meet these expecta-
tinns denies lsrael 8 historic
ppporfunity to join the re-
gional eoalition and normal-
ize ties with Saudi Arabia
and other states. It also pre-
vents the possibility of ful-
filling the supreme goal of
bringing the hostages home,
while also extricating 1sra-
el from the Gaza Strip and
thwarting a renewed threat
from Hamas. Moreover, the
refusal to do what's required
to integrate into the “map
of blessing” dooms Israel
to dealing with the “curse”
axis under ever-worsening
circumstances. This  in-
cludes a bloody, continued
nccupation of the Strip; the

West Bank deteriorating
toward a Gaza-like state;
peace-seeking states bowing
to pressure from inside and
out to distance themselves
from Tsracl, growing inter-
pational isolation including
sanctions by international
institutions such as the In-
ternational Court of Justice
and the possibility of having
to contend with Iran and 1t
proxies alone,

Whether  Netanyahu's
refusal stems from hiz de-
pendence on his messiamic
coalition partners or & world-
view that favors the risks
of managing the conflict
(which brought October 7
upon us) over the challenges
of trying to move, cautiously,
toward its resolution - his pol-
ey marks a dangerous path.
Meanwhile, the defense es-
tablishment’s achievements
have granted him the optimal
conditions to change course,
ghow initiative and recruit
the region 1o our side.

The Isracl Defense Forces
and the rest of the defense
establishment have bounced
back from the failures of
October 7, and are proving it
every day. The time has come
for the politicians to regroup,
abandon the strategy that led
to the worst disaster in Is-
rael’s higtory and adopt a de-
fense outlook based on a com-
bination of military might
and political agreemoents,
koth local and regional.
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OPINION

Amos Schocken

Netanyahu’s lies in
the United Nations

t the beginning
of Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu’s speech at the
United Nations on Friday,
he said that he hadn't in-
tended to come to speak
because his country is at
war, but in the end decided
to come in order to refute
the lies told about Israel
in the speeches of other
leaders preceding him,
He said he had decided to
come and tell the truth,
And the truth is that Israel
pursues peace, aspires
lo peace, has made peace
and will continue 1o make
peace. But it"s confronting
cruel enemies who want o
destroy it.

The truth iz that there's
ne greater lie that this
“truth” of Netanyahu's. Ne-
tanvahu has never wanted
peace with the Palestin-
fang. In 1995 he incited
against then-Prime Min-
iater Yitzhak Rabin, who
stgned the Oslo Accords as
a first step towards fulfill-
ment of the two-stiate solu-
tion - the only solution that
can bring peace between
Israel and the Palestinians,

During his first term,
after Rabin's murder, from
1996 to 1999, Netanyahu
did only what Israel had
committed to prior to his
election, and signed the
Wye REiver Memorandum
in October 1998, but the
agregement wasn't imple-
mented due to complaints
from both sides.

In 2009 he was reelect-
ed, and served for 12 con-
secutive vears until 2021,
During this period he man-
aged to torpedo the attempt
by then-U.5. President
Barack Obama and his Sec-
retary of State John Kerry
to make peace between Is-
rael and the Palestinians.
He has never initiated ne-
gotiations on his own with
the Palestinian Authority
about the future of the oc-
cupation in the territories,
In order to avoid any ne-
gotiations with the PA, he
humiliated it and strength-
ened Hamas - 30 he could
say that the PA doesn't rep-
resent ail the Palestinians.

Metanvahu isn't inter-
ested in peace with the
Palestinians, because he
isn't willing to give up the
Israeli settlements in the
occupied territories. Ac-
cording to the puidelines
of his present government,
the exclusive right to set-
tlement in all parts of the
Land of Israel, including
the occupied territories,
belongs only to the Jew-
ish people. And the map he
presented in his UN speech
15 from the river to the sea,
as the extremiszis on both
sides are demanding.

PA President Mahmoud
Abbas says the Palestin-
ian stale that he wants to
establish must include the
areas in the West Bank
that were occupied in June
19467, and the (raza Strip.
Metanyahu isn't willing to
hear of i, although with-
mit an agrecment on that,
there won't be peace with
the Palestinians. Accord-
ing to Netanyahu, the Pal-
estinians aren’t allowed to
want to establish a state
even on an area smaller
than that marked on the
UN Partition Plan of No-
vember 1947,

It should be stressed that
lsrael violated its promise
in the peace agreement
with Egypt, and is violat-
ing international law when
it allows its citizens to live
in an occupied area, and
allows the distancing from
the this area of Palestin-
fans for whom it is desig-
nated.

There were other lies
in Netanvahu's speech.
According to him there
are two options: one 1s a
blessing of peace and pros-
perity for Tsrael, its Arab
neighbors and the rest of
the world. In this context
he devoled particular at-
tention to cooperation be-
tween lsrael and Saudi
Arabia. The other option
iz a curse, in which Iran
and its proxies in various
countries will bring about
slaughter, bloodletting and

destruction.

Netanvahu is concealing
the fact that Saudi Arabis
is conditioming its coopera-
tion with Tsrael, the bless-
ing of peace, on the ad-
vancement of a solution to
the conflict between [srael
and the Palestinians by
establishing a Palestinian
state. Netanvahu is deceiv-
ing his listeners by saying
that he prefers the blessed
solution, because 1n effect
he is preventing it, by his
intention of continuing the
cruel apartheid regime in
the territories and Lsrael's
denial of the Palestinians'
rights. It's shocking that
this will be the legacy of
his tenure: apartheid and
ferrar.

Another lie of Netanva-
hu's 15 that we're constant-
ly focused on the sacred
mission of frecing the hos-
tages being held in Gaza,
and that we won't stop un-
til we hring them all back.
The truth is the opposite.
Netanyahu isn't willing to
do what's required to bring

There's no greater
lie than Netanyahu's
claim that his gov't
wants peace with
the Palestinians.

He has thwarted all

attempts at peace
and never initiated
negotiations

back the hostages, and sev-
eral times has prevented
Israel’s representatives
in the negotiations [rom
reaching an agreement, be-
cause eéach time he defined
additional Israeli demands
that the represéntatives
had been willing to waive,
At least he should tell the
truth here, rather than lie.

In his speech Netan-
yahu asked the UN Secu-
rity Council to renew the
sanctions against [ran to
prevent it from achieving
nuclear capability. But
he has ignored a UN Se-
curity Council resolution
from 2016, which deter
mined that it's forbidden
to increase the population
of settlers in the occupied
territories, even as a result
of natural growth; and that
we have to dismantle all
the settlements established
since March 2001; and that
the residence of Israeli
citizens in the occcumed
territories, including East
Jerusalem, contradicts in-
ternational law and a Secu-
rity Council resolution, and
is the main obstacle 1o the
twno-state solution and long-
lerm peace.

Sanctions should be im-
posed on Netanyvahu and
on ministers in his gov-
ernment who are promot-
ing settlement in the oc-
cupied territories, and on
the Israeli citizens living
in them.

Metanyahu is lving when
he accused Abbas of failing
to condemn the massacre
perpetrated by Hamas on
October 7. Abbas said the
Palestinians have a right
to defend themselves, and
condemned the harming of
civilians on both sides. Ne-
tanyahu 15 lying when he
claims that Abbas is con-
ducting a diplomatic war
against Israel's right to ex-
ist. Abbas recognizes Isra-
el's right to exist. He i3 con-
ducting a diplomatic war
against the occupation and
apartheid. That's his pre-
rogative, and he shouldn't
be punished for that.

When Netanyvahu men-
tioned in his speech that
the Israeli judicial system
is indgpendent and should
receive the same treatment
from the International
Criminal Court prosecutor
as do other democracies,
he's lying to his listeners,
because he's concealing
the fact that even now he
is conducting a move de-
signed to eliminate the in-
dependence of the Israeli
judicial system.
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All dust
and ashes

Conttimced from page 7

protest sign put up by a group called
The Families of October 7.7

“The Nahal Oz [army] outpost. Here
pur sons and daughters fell and were ab-
ducted. A state commission of inquiry
now!”

A battered and bleeding land, thun-
derstruck and torched, destroved but
still raging, commemorating its sacri-
fices and protesting. Highway 232 con-
tinues south to Kibbutz Kerem Shalom
and the Bafah border crossing. Here ev-
ery road sign reminds us of how weonce
traveled by bus from Tel Aviv to Cairo,
viathat crossing, Every memory hereis
also testimony to the volatile character
of this land. From festival to dizaster,
from disaster to festival

The Gaza Strip, or at least its heavy
and oppressive speclter, accompanies
vou as vou drive southward, Every so
often one gpies ruing in the Strip peep-
ing out between the trees, or on the ho-
rizon beyond the peanut fields. From a
distance, no signs of life are visible in
Gaza, It iz a dead land. The sights evoke
memaries - memaries of someane who

Every road sign reminds us
of how we once traveled by
bus from Tel Aviv to Cairo,
via Rafah. Every memory

is testimony to the volatile
character of this land.

From festival to disaster,
from disaster to festival.

visibed Gaza regularly for years and
loved it and its inhabitants. The unend-
g sortow of every visit to the western
Megev is alzo accompanied by sadness
and longing for the Strip, which will
never again be what it was befare this
accursed war. The entrance info it at
the Erez crossing, with a terminal that
wouldn't shame any infernational bor-
ider, is deserted and dusty, Where taxis
once waited for the handful of Palestin-
ian patients and merchants who were al-
lowed to leave their overcrowded cage
for Israel, and lots of vehicles and Labor-
ers, doctors and journalists jostled with
each other - there are now only tanks
and armored personnel carriers. The
crossing is closed, perhaps forever.
While Sderot is now erecting its
monument, at the Re'im park it was vir-
tually built by itseif almost from day
png following the disaster. When we
got there, two days later; wrecked cars
were strewn along the roadside with
per=onal possessions spilling out; tents,
picnic equipment and children's games
in a place that had been buzzing with Life
before being turned 0 an instant into a
killing field. A Tovota pickup with Gaza
plates stood in the wadi that emerges
from the park, when we visited last year,
Al the entrance to the adjacent Kibbutz
Re'im, two Toyotas were parked next to
each other, packages of dates and bottles
of water from Gaza were in the back;
rolled-up prayer rugs, like the yopa mats
we saw at the Nova festival, were in the
passenger cabin, The machine guns in
the front had already been removed.
Now the Nova site is the central me-
morial lncus, even though it's still im-
provised and temporary. Mavbe that's

its strength. An avenue of portraits
of the 364 people killed there, with
thousands of visitors every day. There
izn't a soldier who hasn't been brought
here. When we visited last week, too,
the site was teeming. Where the bar
stood during the party, where [ saw
battles of alcohol still on the counters
last time, a tent now stands in which a
Torah scroll is being written “for the
ascent of the soul of those murdered
at Nova, from the people of Israel” It's
difficult to think of & greater contrast
then that between the cans of Red Bull
I saw at the bar, and the bearded men
whao are now scurrying about in the air-
conditioned “Torah tent” that has been
erected on the carnage.

Another group is busy creating the
Ee'im Flag - a huge installation in mem-
arv of those who were murdered. Arab
workers are paving an access road lead-
ing to theplace, lending it the airof a Tel
Ay construction sibe, ' You are in the
Nova compound. Please be aware that
this area is under rocket threat,” warns
a poster, a reminder that the war has
achieved nothing to date, A group of sol-
diers, men and women, kneel next to one
of the pictures of the murdered, highting
memorial candles, their eves tearing up.

But vou will see no tears in the eyes
of Avi Klingbail, who's waiting for us
on Kibbutz Nir Oz. At B0, he's youthiul
and vigorous, dividing his time over the
past year between his ravaged kibbutz
and his temporary dwellings - first inan
Eilat haote] and now in an apartment in
Carmei Gat, a neighborhood in the Ne-
gev ity of Kirvat Gat. When we visited
here [ast year, he was showing a group
of engineers around the wreckage. He
had refused to leave the kibbutz and
remained there almost alone, The mur-
derous invaders from Gasa stole his old
wheelbarrow and bicyvcle. He and his
wile, Haya, were trapped in their safe
room for 10 hours on a kibbutz that no
soldier or police officer reached for half
& day of blood-chilling terror, Imagine it

Nir Dz lies in ruins, A year has
passed and nothing has been re-
moved, not one house has been re-
built. Other than plywood cover-
ing the windows to prevent looting,
nothing has changed. The Tekuma
Authority, the government agency
responsible for rebuilding the Gaza-
border communities, has decided that
71 homes will be completely demol-
ished and rebuilt; the kibbulzniks
think that 100 need to be razed. In the
meantime, planning is underway for
the new kibbutz that will arise here
in place of the one that was hit hard-

The site of the Nova rave, There™s ne greater contrast then that between the cans of Red Bull 1 saw af the bar a vear ago, and the bearded men scurrving in the *Torah tent.”

st of all, relative to its size, and was
abandoned to its fate more than all
the other kibbutzim in the area.

Hava suggests that we go to see the
squills, heralds of autumn, that are in
bloom on the way to the cemetery. She
also recommends stopping at the cag-
tus garden tended by Oded Lifshitz, 84,
who is among those being held hostage
in the Strip. “We don’t want to be for-
gotten,” Avi savs as we walk along the
paths, Next to the Lifshitz home, which
was torched, is a house of death slated
for demolition soon. In this neighbor-
hood more people were taken captive
than murdered.

What will become of this kibbutz is
still unclear, Meanwhile, life in Carmet
Gat bodes well. Veteran member Kling-
bhail bemapans the fact that his kibbutz
was conservative in its approach over
the years, the second-to-last kibbutz to
drop the svstem of children's houses,
which led to a situation in which most
of its membership was quite old. “Be-
cause of that palicy, we lost a few years
in which we could have gotten young,
new members,” he says, “"We are an old
kibbutz, average age about 70" If they
had been less stringent aboul their as-
cetic, rigid way of communal life, yvoung
peopie would have come, *The kind of
kibbutz we were in the past will never
exist again,” he adds. “We'll have to
knock down the walls, we'll bemore of a
cooperative community.”

A mural on 2 building near the site of Sderot’s police station. “Why didn’t they ask
s frst about 1? They could® ve informed us, said something,” o resident complains.

“For every house that's standing on
Nir Oz, two were destroyed,” Kling-
bail tells us, He estimates that abowt
20 percent of his former neighbors
won't return. He himself clings to the
place and has even tried to organize a
system whereby each member spends
one night a weoek on the kibbutz —ina
display of what the Palestinians call
sumud, steadfastness. But this kib-
butz-style sumud has failed.

“The center of our life isn’t here now,
There are also members who were hit
brutally and aren’t capable of coming
back,” he says, Hisvision: Twoand a half
years from now, there will be a more
beautiful kibbutz here than before. We
ask if his political views have changed.

“Sivan [his daughter, editor of
Haaretz's business paper TheMarker]
brought me people on & tour from Eli [a
West Bank settlement], the source of all
the evil. They asked me if my viewpoint
had changed. Why should it change? 1
am not driven by [a desire for] revenge.
America dropped an atom bomb an
Japan and two months later started to
rehabilitate Japan They didn’t want
to oppress the Japanese. They wanted
bo cooperate with them. My approach
hasn't changed. [ would organize a glob-
dl fund and rehabilitate Gaza.”

We try to get a glimpse of Gaza and
climb onto the roof of a burned-out hulk
of a house, the one closest to the border,
and spy the wreckage of homes in Kh-
irbat [khza'a across the way. The house
under us was built for a kibbutznik with
special needs, Only the safe room in this
structure, whose patio faces west, still
stands. "0n this patio Amitay would sit
o walch the sunset,” a memorial plaque
states. This was the home of Amitay Ben
Zvi and his caregiver, Jimmy Pacheco.
First the terrorists began to destroy the
building, then they murdered Amitay
in his wheelchair, snatched Jimmy and
burned the structure down. fimmy re-
turned from captivity after 49 days.

What did Amitay think when he sat
here and watched the sun set beyond
Khirbat Tkhzaa? We will never know, In
the peanut fields of Nir Oz, Thal work-
18 who have returned are gathering the
harvest. A small vinevard can be seen
acrozs from Amitay's torched house.
In the sculptures and cactus garden
tended by Oded and Yocheved Lifshitz
- ghe too was abducted but was released
in November - there's a road sign that
was brought here from a different place,

o s

Elisha Dahan (above):
*You keep coming back
to the question: My
God in heaven, how
did they get this far?
It's incomprehensible.
It will stay with us for
the rest of our lives.”

directing people tothe former Fatif bloc
of settlements in the Strip. Dozens of the
dead are now at rest in the small cem-
etery, Whaole families, parents and chil-
dren, freshly dug graves.
Inneighboring Kibbutz Be'erd, there's
a funeral now almost every day. Maost of
the 102 peaple who were murdered there
were initially buried far away. Ahead of
their first vahrzeit they are now being
laid to eternal rest, one after another.
About 200 of the 1,000 residents have
returned, the rest are moving into a new
neighborhood built for Be'eri reflugees
on Kibbutz Hatzerim where they will
be housed fora few vears, outside Be'er
Sheva. Seventy families have already
moved there. Be'eri has a spoliesperson
and every visit has to be coordinated
with her and in¢ludes a guide from the
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kibbutz. There's also a form to be filled
out in advance, Our guide is Lior Alon,
whao spent o feveer than 16 hours in the
safe room of hiz torched house on Octo-
ber 7, together with his wife, two of their
daughters and one of their boyfriends. A
sojourn in hell whose traces are clearly
etehed on him,

*1 used to be a quiet person,” says
Alon, who's in charge of sports activi-
ties an the kibbuty, recounting the hor-
rors of that day inan almost unstoppabie
stream of words. Over the past year he
has guided hundreds of groups, thou-
sandsof people, and the jobis like a balm
to hirm: o tell and retell the torment of
that day. He also forced himself to spend
one night in the safe room of his gutted
house, as a corrective experience. It
helped him, he says.

In Beeri almost every house is a di-
saster area. Alon recounts the calami-
ties in harrowing detail. The rubble has
been eleared from only two or three
multi-story buildings and from the kib-
butzs decimated art gallery. All the
rest remaing dust and ashes. The Last
tme we were here, a pickup trock from
Gaza was still parked not far away and
soldiers slept in the dining room.

A copy of Haaretz from October 6,
2023, lay on the Kitchen table in one of
the homes we visited last year, opened
to political commentator Yossi Verter's
weekly column, as though waiting for
someons 10 come back and finish read-
ing it. It's very unlikely that the person
wha read it is among the living today.

“On Saturday morning, maybe he
anly got up from the table for an in
stant,” [ wrote about the possible reader,
at the time, “leaving behind the column
and the coffee — but apparently he will
never return.” A trail of blood led from
the safe room fo the garden then, where
terrorists apparently dragged someone
dead or wounded, The corpse of a dog
with lovely, light-colored fur lay in the
parden; another canine corpse lay a few
meters away. Sights I will never forget.

One day I got a call from Merav Svir-
sky, an impressive woman, who told me
that the house I had described a vear
ago with the newspaper was that of her
parents, Rafi Svirsky was a vear ahead
of me at the Ironi Aleph High Schonl
in Tel Aviv. [ didn't know him, He was
murdered in this house. Now Alon leads
me ingide. A cat that was sprawled on
a seorched chair in the garden skitters

AWy as we approach.

SALVATION

Ceontinued from page 10

whether the religious leadership should
be permitted to reshape the general Is-
raeli public sphere.

This is what Haredi leaders are
aiming for making demands to expand
separate academic programs for men
and for women in their commumnity
to include master's degree studies as
well, and when they condition Haredi
conscription on military service that
is “aterile of women.” This is what
religious-Zionist basketball coaches
seek when they demand that girls be
kept on the bench when their boys”
teams play against a co-ed team.

Policymakers including Minister
of Education Yoav Kish, members of
the Council for Higher Education and
the 1D¥°s Personnel Directorate are
making a critical error when they ac-
commaodate such demands, assuming
that if they compromise on gender
equality just a bit, they will win the
cooperation and trust of the Haredi
and extreme religious-Zionist publics
and their leaders. But the experience
of the past 15 vears demonstrates ex-
actly the opposite; Every concession
ont-such issues leads to even stricter
and broader demands. Initially, men
and women were seated separately at
various shows and concerts; now seat-

ing in separate rows in some theater
halls begins at the age of 3. Initially,
there were separate B.A -level studies
for men and women; now the demand,
as noted, is for segregation at the M.A.
level. In the past, there were separate
swimming hours for men and women
at beaches and pools; now the govern-
ment is trying to enforce segregation
at natural springs in national parks.

In contrast to these examples of
“over-accommodation,” the Tel Aviv-
Jaffa Municipality was right to re-
fuse the reguest of singers Sharon
Raotter and Din Din Aviv to perform
before a women-only audience at a
municipal venue. A lawsuit submit-
ted by the two singers in October
2023 recently ended in a settlement
allowing the concert to be held as a
one-time event. It is likely that the
municipality agreed to the settlement
in order to avoid setting a precedent
for other gingle-sex events.

The unigue and empowering nature
inherent in women-only spaces and
events should be left to activities that
do not depend on public resources. If
today men cannot purchase a ticket
to women-only shows and concerts,
tomorrow women will be barred IMom
attending events performed for men -
all in the name of so-called progres-
sive and tolerant multiculturalism.

In this context, a clarification must
be added with respect to the Israeli
Arab community, where Islamic prac-
tices of sex separation and regulating

women's modesty are often enforced
in public events. The defiant guestion,
“Why aren't you protesting the fact
that the public poal in Rahat (the larg-
est Bedouin city) only permits men
and women to swim during separate
hours?" has often been directed at me
and other activists as we have fought
gender segregation over the years, We,
as well as the state prosecutor and the

The encroachment on

the liberty and equality of
women and members of the
LGBTQ communities is a
central means, aswellas a
goal, of the political forces
determined to undermine
Israel’s democracy.

attorney general, have been accused
of a double standard and inconsis-
tency. It has been argued that the fact
that legal regulations and proceedings
have been focused on gender separa-
tion in Haredi and religious Zionist
communities indicates hypocrisy and
hostility vis-a-vis Judaism, for - claim
the accusers - Muslims are permitted
what Jews are not.

This criticizsm is unfounded. Where
gender segregation is prohibited, @t
applies to both Jews and Arabs. Thus,
for example, the High Court’s ruling
that Kiryat Arba's local council must
also open its swimming pool for mixed
swimming equally applies to Rahat's
pool, and the prohibition of erecting
a barrier in Rabin Square at a 2018
Chabad event that was also subject to
public controversy and legal proceed.
ings also applies to barriers at events
for the Muslim public at Charles Clore
Park near Jaffa. However, Arab soci-
ety and its leaders are not Israel Zaira,
First of all, the separation betweéen
men and women at their events often
oLcurs spontanecusly without barriers,
ushers or signs. More impartantly, the
Arab community does nol aspire to ex-
pand the practice of segregation and
impose it on the rest of Israeli society.

In summary, the issue of gender seg-
regation is volatile and divisive, mainly
because it is experienced as a mat-
ter that concerns their core political
and social identity. Every side in this
heated debate believes that it is critical
to address this issue and that wrong
decisions would dramatically threaten
their community, their way of life and
their future here. Such dehate often
gives rise to a desire to acknowledge
that both sides have valid points. But
there are issues where this desire can-
not be accommodated. Some problems,
despite their complexity, should have
clear and uncompromising answers.

e "'l.-l
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ME Son Har-Melech, Draws a connection between Jewish supremacist ideology and

the campaign to promole gender segregation and women's “modesty.”

Gender segregation is one of them.

It is too soon (o analyze all the im-
plications of the current battle over the
nature of Israeli society. However, even
now, it is clear that the encroachment
on the liberty and equality of women
and members of the LGBTQ commu-
nities is a central means, as well as a
goal, of the political forces determined
to undermine Israel’s democracy.

It would be a grave error not to in-

ey P

clude gender-related issues as a major
axis i any analysis of current events
and in every discussion concerning the
character and luture of the country.

I, Yoot Tiraah s e member of the Tel Avlv
University's Faculty of Law and a research
fellow af the Shalom Horfman Irsfitube, This
article is an excerpd from Tiroch s forthcoming
book, to b published in Hebrew by the Reel
Kaotzarkon Precy,
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wrote: "With a curse, with a prayer,
with love, pull the trigger: Slaughter,
slaughter, slaughter. .. Around you glit-
ter the imbecile eves of the Nile dogs
~1nto the Nile, dogs, into the Nile!™

This form of speech was not unusu.
al for Kovner. Galnoor-Tene nobes that
the word “liberty” appears four times
in the combat pages over 25 vears and
four wars, and the word “democracy™
only once. A similar picture exists in
later vears.

[n his speech following the start
of the war, on October 12, Netanyahu
achieved a new level of dehumanization
by the lack of distinction he drew be-
tween Hamas terrorists and the rest of
the population in Gaza. “Today, against
the enemy, with the anclent commannd,
‘Remember what Amalek did to you'
ringing inourears, today we are uniting
forces in order to ensure the eternity of
Lsrael" This could be taken to imply that
killing of GGazans as such, from infants
o the aged, is not only permitted, it's a
commandment, as per [ Samuel; 153,

“Nile dogs" "two-legged beasts”
“Amalek™ - these are bul a few exam-
plezs of the transformation of the Arab
to sub-human in Hebrew. And thus, if
af the time of the 1982 war in Lebanon,
when Christian Phalangist forces per-
pelrated & pogrom in the Palestinian
refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila,
large numbers of Israelid came out to
the: public square to protest and demand
an investigation; whereas today there
ate Israelis who attack trucks that are
bringing humanitarian aid to the resi-
dente of Gaza, with Little protest being
heard from speakers of Hebrew.

* & %

How does a person lose hope, cast
off the political struggle and choose to
become a terrorist? Perhaps the most
telling story to illustrate this process
is that of Marwan Barghouti.

Barghouti, who was the leader of
Fatah's Tanzim militia and of the Al-
Aqgsa Martvrs Brigade during the sec-
ond intifada, is currently serving five
life terms plus 40 years in prison for
involvement 1 murder and in dogens
of terrorist attacks. Yet, prior to that,
when he was chairman of the Students
Union at Bir Zeit University in the West
Bank, he embarked on his political ca-
reer as an ardent supporter of the two-
state ides and a solution of the conflict
via peaceful means and dialogue.

Ag a student at the Hebrew Univer-
gity of Jerusalem in the mid-1980s, T
tried 1o establish, through the aegis of
the Van Leer Jerusalem Foundation
think tank, a joint Israeli-Palestinian
research group, with the aim of dis-
cussing the history of Palestine in the

modern era. Generally, Palestinian
academics reflrained {and continue o
refrain) from being in contact with
their Israeli counterparts. Barghouti,
whom [ met through Faisal Husseini,
aleading Palestinian politician, took a
different approach.

We met 4 pumber of times at Bir
ZLeit University and we spoke at length.
He was an infense, sophisticated and
charismatic person, like me in his late
208, who had already spent some years
in Israeli prisons; but in place of bit-
terness, the lost years in prison had
generated in him a determination to
exchange views with [sraelis, Bargh-
outh possessed independence and pub-
lic courage that I haven't encountered
i other Palestinian leaders, older and
more sémior than he. At one stage he
recruited a pumber of Palestinian stu-

dents to the research group, although
he himself did not take part in it

If our leaders cannot
express recognition of
Palestinian life as equal to
Jewish life, and a sweeping
objection to violence-based
solutions, no change in
relations between the two

peoples is likely.

One day, suddenly, the meetings be-
tween the groups were broken of f and
I could no longer reach hum by phone,
I went to Bir Zeit to find out why, When
I got there, I encountered Barghouti's
deputy. “Haven't you heard?” he said.
“Barghouti was expelled by vour cour-
try to Jordan.” He invited me to a po-
etry slam that was taking place that
day on the campus. I arrived at an au-
ditorium that was completely packed.
Students, women and men, ascended
and descended the stage, singing-
reciting long poems filled with emo-
tion from their heart's blood, “What
are they singing about?" 1 asked, as-
tounded. “Are they love poems?” “They
are singing about the cccupation.” he
replied, and translated some of the po-
ems, A few months later, in December
1987, the first intifada broke out, Bir
Zeit University was one of its leading
centers.

& &

Barghouti returned to the West Bank
after the signing of the Oslo Accords, in
September 1993, and was one of their
most devoted and most important sup-
porters. However, after he concluded
that they had failed and that Israel
would never agree to an independent
Palestinian state, be chose, in the end,

the path of violent resistance and ter-
rorism.

His shift must raise questions about
hiz personal consistency and the flex-
ihility of his moral core. Tothis day, his
supporters depict him as a Palestinian
Nelson Mandela, as a revered patriot
who had no choice but to embark on
the road of terrorism, while failing to
point out that Mandela, in a short ca-
reer of sabotape, refrained from harm-
ing people and only targeted property
and structures of the apartheid regime.

If deep mistrust and suspicion form
the fabric of the relations betwesen
Israelis and Palestinians, its doubt
ful whether a fgure like Barghouti
is the solution rather than part of the
problem. Much the same can be said
about Israel's future leadership: If it
cannol exXpress sincere recognition of
the value of Palestinian life as equal to
Jewish life, and a sweeping objection
to violence-based solutions, no change
in relations between the two peoaples is
likely to come about.

But it also has to be admitted that
during the time that has passed be-
tween Barghouti of the 19805 and
Barghouti of the carly 2000s, and be-
tween Barghouti and Yahya Sinwar
(and previously alse Mohammed Deif
and Ismail Haniveh), the struggle be-
tween Israel and the Palestinians has
undergone a sea change, On one side
15 a state whose government is savag-
ing its ministries and a civil service
that was built up over decades, and 15
harming the functioning of essential
organizations like the police, the judi-
ciary and the army. On the other side
15 a weak Palestinian Authority, which
has lost its hold on part of the territory,
rests on a government of crony isin and
corruption and has the confidence of
very few among its public.

The more that the politics and the
state (or pre-state) institutions —on both
sides - implode upon themselves, the
more that extremist forces will take
over the agenda, particularly under
the acgis of a nationalist-territorial and
messianic interpretation of religion,
fostering a general struggle between
two populations over all the land be-
tween the sed and the Jordan River, to
life or death.

* & %

A few vears ago, | was in a café with
a close friend, someone I've known for
maore than 40 yvears who like me fought
in the March 1978 Litani operation, Is-
rael’s first invasion of Lebanon, Our
political views are generally divergent,
a0 sometimes we talk about ourselves,
about family and friends, or about mar-
tial arts. He ig a former Israeli cham-
pion in Krav Maga, I am an eternal
novice in karate. But on that day I'd
spoken in a university seminar about
Qibva and about Leibowitz's article,
and T told him about it. Gazing at me
with his zoft, blue eves, he said, “Chaow-

A solidarity rally in Ramallah in the West Bank in Aupgost, in support of Palestinians in Israeli custoedy, 10°s doubifol whether o
figure like Barghouti is the selution rather than part of the problem.

ers, did I never tell you that the woman
who was murdered with hér children
in Yehud, back then in 1953, was my
grandmother, Sultana?”

Revenge and violence possess a cv-
clical character, we know: One side
sirtkes and then the other, until the
cycle becomes a downward spiral,
with bloodshed at its base that enclos-
ES evervone in our region, Gaza s the
edge of the cone. A few years after the
attack in Yehud and the operation in
Qibya, Roi Rotberg was murdered at
Kibbutz Nahal Oz, as part of the ac-
tions by the Fedayeen in that period,
and Moshe Dayan delivered the well-
known eulogy at his graveside. A few
months later, in the Sinal Operation
(Detober-November 1956), the Gaza
Strip was conguered by Israel for the
first time. Nine vears later, it was con-
quered again,

In a masterly article in Haaretz
in 1981, the journalist and writer
Amos Elon noted that south of Omar
al-Mukhtar, the main street of Gaza
City, 15 a cemetery. "Itz place pre-
cisely here,” he wrote, “seems to dem-
onstrate and illustrate the fact that
the boundary between life and death
in Gaza is barely like a transition be-
tween street and sidewalk.”

One's hope is that in the future, the

Palestinians, in their legitimate strug-
gl for freedom, will reject the path of
jihadist terrorism, which enjoys broad
support among them, and that they will
uproot the culture from which the mur-
derousness of Hamas sprang; that thelr
national ethos will strive more for the
establishment of a state and less for the
realization of the right of return; and
that they will accept fully the right of
the Jews tooa state of their own in the
Land of Israel.

But the State of Isracl, too, for its
part, has shown no interest, certainly
not over the past decade or longer, in
creating a different human reality be-
tween the Jordan and the sea, On the
contrary: The present government in
particular promises the continuation of
the ¢ycles of revenge and destruction,
which are becoming ever more fierce,
among othér ways by the deepening
of the Mundamentalist and symbaolic
character of the conflict (by having
members of that government visit the
Temple Mount, for example), and as
guch its expanding it to the wider Mus-
lim world; by the heightened seizure of
Paléestinian land and by allowing the
complete unraveling of the rule of law
in the West Bank, while sowing fear
and terror there; and by transforming
all Arabs, without exception, into-eter-

Merasrr Soysrs i P

nal enemies because of their origin,
their identity, their race.

One of the last chapters of the Book
of Josha, which is generally a grim and
bloody tale of the congquest and annihila-
tion of peoples, recounts the establish-
ment of citics of refuge for those who
mistakenly commit murder. These cit-
ies are open toJews and strangers alike,
and their entire purpose is to prevent
cycles of blood redemption and endless
settling of accounts between the differ-
ent residents of the land. One of these
cities of refuge is the city of the Patri-
archs, Kiryat Arba (Joshua 21:13).

Today a resident of that city, the na-
tional security minister, is promoting a
vision of Jewish power that normalizes
violence, expansionism and racism, as
if they were bread and water, Of this
the Jewish-German philosopher Walter
Benjamin said that in &an era of fasciam,
the scenes of human suffering and the
ethical lessons of the past pass by each
other, not touching, and even the dead
are not safe,

Prof. Eval Chowers teaches at Tel Aviv
Umaverzity's School af Polttical Science. e

ex e af the editers of the book “Thinking
Aboud the Universify: Knowledge, Politics and
Acmdfemia in Iergel" (Tel Aviv Universily Preas,
2024 i Helrew],

Daniel Livshin, 24;
lives in Tel Aviv; flying
to Bangkok

What are you poing to be doing in
Thailand?

Vacationing. I was discharged
from the army two davs ago.

From where?

[ don't think it's a good idea to say.

Did you grow up in Tel Aviv?

No. I've only lived there fora vear.
I grew up in Ashkelon. So I also have
had a little of the Tel Aviv experi-
ence, leaving the periphery.

What's it like moving from Ash-
kelon to Tel Aviv?

It's a different atmosphere; people
are different. I really love the whole
Tel Aviv lifestyle of sitting in cafés
and going to parties. The city is alive,
MNo matter what time vou go out,
there's always something to do. 1 also
tried to exploit all the attractions in
Tel Aviv to the hilt, I surfied and 1 also
got into working out in a gym.

Sounds like you've sort of betroved
your hometown.

| totally agree with yvou. Like,
friends of mine from home tell me
I've really changed, and when I'm
with them I really do feel different,
because | have a somewhat differ-
ent take on life from them, which is
welrd, Friends of mine {rom home
truly see the change.

In what way have you changed, in
their view?

Once | get home things are a little
different - I get back into the atmo-
gphere of the place. But they laugh at
me becanse T don't like riding in a car
and would rather be on a scooter. There
was a Hme when T wouldn't be without
the car. They alzo arent happy with
the fact that I'm not a political persen.
When they come to Tel Aviv and see
the demonstrations, it really disgusts
them. I get that because where I came
from, everyone is really right-wing.
And actually, I don't feel T have enough
of a political opinion o say who's right
and who's not.

As someone who's really nol on
gither side but lives with hoth sides,
how do you see the period we're gotmng
through?

It the end there's “anti” from both
sides. That's what [ think. There's
anti from their side, who hate the
right, and from the other side they
hate the keft, and that's what it's be-
come. Just two blocs that hate each

Departures | Arrivals Shir Reuven, Photos by Tomer Appelbaum

other, like two soccer teams. That's
how 1 see it,

Whom will you miss in Israel when
you're aways

My family, It's tough because 1've
never been away for a long period.
For my little sistérs. I have a sister
who's 9; suddenly, I won't see her for
two months. I'm haven't digested that
completely, We don't have a brother-
gister relationship, because the age
difference is pretty big. I feel hke
ghe's my little daughter.

Do vou feel that she's part of a dif-
Jerent generation?

Yes, absolutely. In my time there
was ICO, not TikTok, 5he’s a lot more
aware of trends and things like that.
Just an example: She was in a jewelry
store and knew everything about ev-
erything, Things I didn't know when
I was 9. I had nowhere to get updates
from, and here she's exposed not to
one place in Ashkelon but really to
the whole world, to evervthing hap-
pening in the world.

Would you have liked to grow up
like that?

(dn the one hand yes, because
yvou're exposed to so many things
in the world that you don’t know. On
the other hand, I don"t know. It dis-
tarts you a little, makes you aware of

certain things at a really young age.
These kids" opinions can be distorted
from the content they see, they can
be changed more easily.

Are vou worried aboul your sister?

No. In the end, every generation
thinks the generation that lollows
theirs is terrible, but in the end it
turnsg out thal evervofe manages
pretty well,

You said you've never been jar
from your family for such a long pe-
riod. Are your parents taking it hard?

They made alivah from the Soviet
Union at the age of 16, alone, so they
understand pretty well that every-
body person moves ahead in their
own world.

Do you speak Eussian?

I sputter in Russian. I can under-
stand it, but to speak... 1 speak with
my grandmather a little,

What's it like being the son of peo-
ple who came from the Soviet Union
a5 leenagers?

Because they came at a relatively
young age, there wasn't too much of
a feeling of being new immigrants. It
didn’t affect me in school. New im-
migrants usually hang out in their
own groups, and I didn't like that they
were speaking a foreign language. [
just wanted to be part of everyone,

Yakira Kdoshim, 49 (third
from left), and Shalva
Kuperman-Ginott, 47
(hugging the two boys),
both live in Jerusalem;
arriving from Batumi,
Georgia

Are vou sisters?

Yakira: Yes.

Shalva and Yakira - very interesting
Riames,

Yakira: Only the girls got interesting
names, The boys' names are more banal.
My parents belonged to the American
Jewish community, but wanted Israeli
names because it was clear to them that
one day they'd make ativah, They did
that when I was 6and Shalva was 4.

Wht weere you dotng tin Batumi?

Shalva: My grandfather died this
yvear, al the ripe odd age of 102, We per-
suaded my mother to enjoy the money
she inherited. She loves traveling, she's
traveled half the world, and this pack-
age deal to Batumi was a kosher one, so
it worked out that the family could go,
enjoy themselves a little and celebrate
(zrandpa's life, rather than his death.

You're somewhere on the religious
spectrum, right?

Shalva: We are Jerusalemite-reli-
gious, It means more of an open mind,
maybe more modern, There's something
in Jerusalem that allows people to Live
and let live more than in religious com-
munities in other places, which have so-
cial eodes. Like places where everyone
dresses in a specific way, InJerusalem
viou can be on the so-called spectrum. [
say a blessing over the bread on Shah-
bat. I want my children to grow up with
ceremonies that aren’t led anly by men,
but still within the boundsof Orthedoxy.
In Jerusalem no one will raise an eve-
brow about such things, but in Orthodox
coammunities glsewhere it can be very
different. I think it's very apecific to the
Baka neighborhood, where we live. We
have all the types of minvans [prayer
communities] — the first egalitarian
Sephardi minvan was be in Baka. Tt's a
very pluralistic neighborhood, and it's
important to preserve that.

Yalkira: Dur children will apparently
not be able to live in Jerusalem, because
the cost of living there is simply insane.
Employment isn't a simple matter, ei-
ther, but for us the city is a real home:

Shabva: If [ want a feeling of vitality,
I goto Tel Aviv or to Mea She'arim. Be-
cause Mea She'arim is also a place that

never sleeps, although I hang out there
less. 1 find that there is depth and gravi-
tas in Jerusalem, and I love that. T think
that every encounter with the Other
makes us better. In Tel Aviv peaple are
all like one another, in my view,

Well,it's avear ofmuch pain, because
af the differences belween people.

shalva: I am simply grieving, It's &
yearof sorrow, Not Bibi, ves Bibi - inmy
view the story is simple: What kind of
country we want to be, and what kind of
peaple we want to be. At the moment we
are simply grieving, with a deep wound
that won't heal until 101 peaple are back
home, until the evacuees in the north re-
turn home. s there along-term solution?
[ don't know. In my opinion, we need at
the very least to aspire to be true to our-
selves - what we want to be - and not for
someone else to dictate our identity.

What do vou mean by someoneé else
dictating aur identity?

Shalva: A lot of people say that now,
after October 7, we understand where
we're living, and now we have 1o com-
part ourselves according to the local
codes. And I say that that’s not good
enough. It's not what [ want to be. Da 1
need to be more cautious? More aggres-
sive? Maybe, But I want to keep the com-
passion, the love, the things that for me
are Judaism.

You mizsed the celebrations over the
death of Nasrallah. People drank arak
in TV studios, distributed baklava.

Shalva; Kejoice not when vour enemy
falls, even if he is totally evil (A) We
don't know who will take his place. (B)
Three hundred people died with him.
Mavbe they were alzo totally evil. Still,
there's no need to rejoice. I think that
if women were running things, there'd
be more complexity to the discourse.
Weapons aren't the only solution. Not
that we don't need them. But if women
were involved in the decision making,
we might not be in this situation. Like if
the spotters [who warned about the dan-
pers posed by Hamas] had been heeded,
or any different way of thinking at all
listened to, the state of affairs might be
different. Right now, the thinking is the
same thinking. Someone needs to come
out of the box for a minute,

There is something very paturally
feminist about you both

Yakira: We never saw ourselves that
way.

Do vou think that your otlook s con-
nected to your roots in America?

Shalva: Yes, because there's equality
there, and acceptance of the Other, at a
far deeper level. Sometimes at & some-
what too extreme level,
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Television

2.10

CHAMMEL KAN 11 (Y1)

D600 Mow and an (ther Diys - & nostalgic journey
e lsranls past 0430 Thiv Muarreng - b Arieh
Golan oB 00 Currert afisirs with Henya Shachat &
Prolessor Yuval Ebashan 89,008 Friday Coffes - with
Bera Urem & Yigal Adla 1000 Close to the Plate
- weith Shay! Amsterdamsio 12.00 The Food Ambas-
cadors - with Chal Barpk Yeherosh (5.3 13.05 &
special Kaan Gemel ard Kaan News summary of tha
pear in [sraell musc o [sreal 1500 Campoal Karake
- Uk Kagan ks Pt Lider om @ wild cor rdle 35,25
One Song - A teledsan edaptatan of suceassiul
isrpal songs 1600 Memory Bites - Cooking with
Chef Berak Yehedel 1625 Holiday Special - with
Winria Kor 17.00 Special rews broadeast 17,30 Cook-
mg with comedion Tom Ya'ar 18.20 A Present for
e Haoliday - with musican Shafanan Strestl 18,55
Wopd Rasint - [srasl comedy saries (5.4 1220 Sata
Sharips - CElsbribies share eapenences from thee
personal Wes 19,50 The Fvening News 2100 Jahis
Fef - Satire 21,30 Canpocl Karspke - Ldl iagan takes
Yasmin Muslem on 2 wild car ride 2188 One Song
- & teieasion adaptation of suscssslul [raell songs
22.25 Markirg the seth Amamersary of the Tsliley
Ha#ud band 2330 News Fash 23.35 Through the
Mizzic - Yoay HKutner interviews Avfho Medire 00,05
Hatr=f Haliady - Moshe Lahay performsin the Gray
Clud in Ted Ay 1S Sofel-fi2 - Satire

KESHET (Y I2MIZ)

(B0 Mews Flash fhdo Sx OCock - with Galit &
Yoay 0700 Mews Flash 6708 This Maming - with
Galt & ¥oaw 10.05 Almost Roch Hashana - wEh Aw
¥akun 11.10 Celebrating the Hofiday - with Shan
Kabay Meir 12,05 The Roam - with Mitky Teaw & Assal
[nbart 12.50 Celebrating the Holday - Coolang special
lor Rash Hashano 14.00 Gait & Tlant 16.00 Coshng
with Hoross - with [srissl Ahoron X7.00 5peinl niws
braadcasl - wilh Amae Masgsba 19.00 The Greatest
Momenls i lsredl Televisssrc Emlerlsnment 19.55
The Evenreg Mews X100 New Year, Mew Hope hosted
by fvei (afad 00,00 The Greatest Moments in Tsrasl
Tefenision: Music

RESHET (FI2HE

O B0 Thee BMarmang Shtnw - with Oimer Yaodan & Rotem
Lerakl 09,20 News Fiah 09,38 Starting tha Day - with
Elad & Yarden 2050 Meus Fash 10,85 Staring 1
Dy foond) 1160 Mews Flash 1185 Starting tha Day
ot} 12.00 Eageli Erer Menibm Ham - Fundras-
g for the Medizine and Joy Aszociabion, hosted by
Werachem Toker 16.00 From East bo Wast - Cooking
15.40 My Brother i= Golting Marmed - Fallowing 1ha
wedding of Bar & Elay from the "Big Srcthar” 17.00
Hews Flash 17,05 My Trothor (s Getting Married jeant)
17.35 Gamd of [heds - Realily 1800 S Flish 18.05
Game of Chefs jcant) 1EA4S The Worlds Best Dishes
wih [arasl Aharor and Gl Gaw 1980 The News
2100 Dont Oreg the Mikan - Game Show 3185 The
wrs - [sraoll comedy seres {2 eps) 2325 Game of
Chels - Reality (2 aps) 61.58 This Evenung with 3an
Ban Baruch

HOT 3 (H3)
0870 The Imhieritance 08.50 Hotel Pociofan |53}
s Connscied (1) 10015 MNew Amsberdam 11.00
The Inherience 11.4% A Flace 1o Call Home 12.30
New Amsterdam 1010 Hote! Portofing (5.3 14.05
Comprerted (5.0, & spsf TRAS A Pace o Cal Homa
12.00 The Icherlsnie 19.45 Hew Amsterdam 30,30
Big Mocd {2 eps) 2L.20 A Fae to Call Home 22.05
Indal 22.50 Fellow Trineders 23.05 g Mot {2 )
0050 Halel Parfaling 45,1} 01.35 Indal @2.20 Fellw
Travelprs

HOT HBO [H)

10,00 Hacks (5.3 1035 Sofcession 11,30 Wisting
(5.7 Li.20 The Long Shadow 13,20 Séicon Voley =8
13,40 Hadez (5.7 14,20 Succession 1515 Wisling
{55 1600 The Long Shadow 16,50 Scan Valey (=5
17,75 Succesdhon 1AL25 Wisting [5.3) 1920 The Long
Shadew 20,00 Silkon Mabey (28] 20,30 Hacks jo3)
21.18 My Arllnt Friend (5.4 2200 & Genblaman i
Moscow 2245 Tulsa Kig 23,30 Boardwalk Emgare
foa) D0.25 S pnd the City &30 00.50 My Brillant
Friend [&4 0145 A Gerdfleman m Moscow G2.30
Boardwalk Empire js.4

HOT ZONE [HS)

06,25 Chicage Fire [s.10) 0%05 The Hookie (8.3,
5 gpsl 18.08 Chicage Med &7 5 opsy 14,10 Blus
Bloods [5.12, & apsh 17.45 Chicagn Fire {27 & pps)
.10 CA[: Vegas (5.3, 5 eps) 00.40 FBI: Imberns-
tionad (5.3, § aps)

HOT CHANMEL B [HE)
pa.00 Ftesnal e 07,25 Strangest Things (5.2, 7 &nd)
f9.08 The Poltics of Food - Meat g9.s0 Bending Light
10,35 Eternad You 12,00 Strangest Things (5.2, 2 aos)
13.35 Tha Politics of Food - Maat 14.15 Banding Light
15.10 Etermal You 16.80 Foodland (3 eps) 18.30 Ben
Gurion, Epilogue 1940 Once Upon & Time Thera Was
1 Kirg 21.00 Saba Sale The Last Tradsck 22,30 Ofra
Eps) G130 Faodland {3 eps)

YES DOCU e

0% .20 Business of Barth Conirol 09.50 Saudl Women's
Driving School 10.50 H8G 12,25 Hans Zimmer: Hal
wood Rebel 13,30 The Kngmaker 15.08 YWhal
e Held Happaned to Blood, Sweat & Tears? 16,55
Wratl's Happersg To Me Lale%y? 17,55 Tho Ebermal
Flama 1%.35 Rira's Fulure 20.35 Savia 21.30 Amer
Fryseer Guitman: The Lile and Death of a Pop
Star 22,20 Days of Pk 0015 Rocklous Mechannl
Hazmas 01.45 Amer Frysse Guiiman: The Life ansl
Death of 4 Pop Stis

HISTORY (¥a4H43)

05.30 Bak Inr |80 06,35 Beyond Siorwabker Ranch (7
=5 DE.0E Lost U-Besls of WW1T aR.&0 Pawn Stars
Do America [5.7) 10,00 Amanchn Pickars 10,45 P
Stars 1125 Palmach - Indroduction 10,00 &ncheni
Aliens 12,26 History's Greatest Mysteries (5.4 1305
The Proof Is Out There &4 19.48 [est -Basts af
WLl 1438 American Pleers 15,10 Pawn Sars Da
merica {s5.7) 16.30 Amarican Pikers 1718 Storage
Warz 17.35 Amercan Pckors 18.20 Sorage Wars
12 eesh 19,00 Last U-Baats of WWIL 19.85 Ancent
iliens 20,25 The Proof is Dut There (5.4} 2185 Pawn
Stars 31,50 Hestorys Greabest Mysteries {5.5] 2230
Dark Maresis 2510 Holy Moreess wilh Denne Quasd
2150 lasl UFBaals af 'WWIT oo.30 Thie Peonl I
Ouf Thers {s.4) 01,10 Hstory's Greatest Mysieres
fo) 01.55 Dark Mareeds 02235 Haoly Marvals with
[ennis Ouaid

YES TV DRAMA {¥s)

0400 The Bay (5.3 0&45 Clshelh 0730 50 Help Ma
Tesckd of1% Moars 0900 A Class Aparl 10,68 The
Bedd and he Beasdiid 10,25 The Young and hi Ret-
lesz 1105 The Bay (5.3 11.50 Elsbeth 12.3% 55 Heip
We Todd 13,20 Maxima 140 A Oass Apprt 34.55
S0 Hofp Me Todd 1540 The Bay (500 16.30 Manma
1720 A Oass Apart 18.05 M= Fafao 18.55 The Mo
1 Ladies” Detoctive Agency [ ops) 21,00 A Gentlaman
in Mascow 2155 Indosiry iz 22.55 The Chaf 23.40
Possessions 00,30 Sex and the Oty 0100 A Gentle
it i Mescow 02200 Indistry (5,3)

] Want You Back.” HOT Cinema 3, 22.00,

YES TV ACTION e

0410 Roakis Bl 5.2, 9 eped) 07098 Lo Breg (o3 08,28
MCIS (o270, 7 #0545 Nightsleaper 10235 Three Pres
11,25 Rookie Bies ¢=.2, 2 8ps) 12,55 Blood & Treazure
5.2] 1038 MCTS (s, ¥ eps) 1500 1= Brea (5.3, 3 epg)
1&.30 Roake fie (53 1 eps) 1800 Miphtslpeper 18,50
Thras Phes 1945 Blood & Trepsure (5.7} 38050 MCIS
i5.20, 2 eps) X200 Seal Team {57} 22.45 Trigger Poim
5.9 #3135 His Dark Matenals 0035 Boardwals Empire
5.3, 2 eps) 02.30 Childran n the Foest

YES TV COMEDY (Y7

0600 Gethng On (2 &ps 0700 Siicon Vobey (5.6, 7 opd
0200 Thie Buzaghs (2 eps) pe.50 Baby Daddy {5, 2 #pg)
0040 Getteg O (2 opd} 10080 Slizom Villey (5.8, 7 )
1140 The Bizagls (2 ap L2.A0 Baly Daddy dos, 2 &ps)
1330 Parks and Recreafions iz, 2 &g 14,20 The Manmy
5.3, 2 eps) 15,00 Friends (5.8, 7 eps) 14.00 Sikcon Valiey
5.4, ! eps) 1700 Hotin Clevaland (5.4, 2 &ps) 1250 Parks
and Pepreations §5.2, 2 eps) 18.40 The Nany (5.3, 2 &ps)
1%.30 Friends o8, 2 epsd 20,36 Hot i Clevelardd 654, 2
eosf M0 Padks and Recroations 5.2, 2 eps) 2208 The
Marey (5.3, 2 eps] 2250 Friends (5.4, 2 eps) 2300 SHicn
Waley (5.5, 2 eps) 00,40 The Buragios 2 eps) 0139 Hot in
Cleveland fsue, 2 epch @220 Gelting On (2 opsl

EURDSPORT (W LMEE)
0500 Cyeling - Homd Word Championship 0800
Snooker - Britich Open i Chellesham 0930 Surfng -
World Leayue Champlorship Tour 10,38 Cycing - Road
Warld Champlonship 12,38 The Minute 12,38 Snodker
- British Open in Chelterkam 1400 Cycfing - Boad
‘Warld Championship 19.68 The Mite 1985 Climbag
- Wenld Cop 20,60 Equestrianism - Contast in Belgum
20,55 The Mewle 260 Snosksr - British Open in
Chettenham 84,00 Equestrianism - Contest in Belgium
02,00 Cycling - Road World Champlonship

HOT CINEMA 1 1)

OG0 Oy o Les (UNAUSA, W18y Crime drama. Db Brad
Furmun. With Johery Decp, Forest Whitaier, Taby Huss,
0740 Traide Uswyn Davis UKAS&Trante, 2013k
Drama, Dir Efhan & Joi Coeen, Wil Decar Isane, Carey
Mibigan, Jol Goodmsn

1120 The Commuter (France/rsh, 2018}, Action Dir:
daume Collet-Serra. With Liam Meeson, Yera Farmi
g, Patrick Wilson

13,05 Mane (UKAISA, 2023, Mchon, Der: Jean-Frinths
Richet, With Gerird Buther, Mo Cofter, Tory Galdesm.
14.50 Mary Shetley (UK e mbourg US4, 2017, Bog-
raphy drama O Hadan A-Marsour, With EBe Fasning,
B Prowlisy, Ohwon Richards.

Lo 50 Misconduct (USA, 2018). Thrilier, Die: Shintaro Shi-
measayea. Wiith Josh Duhamel, Anthony Hooldns, & Pacin,
18,35 Transsberlan (Spainbermany/UKLehuania,
20085 Crome. Dir Brod Arderson. 'With Weody Harrel
£on, Emaly Mortimer, Ben Kingsioy

LE5 Miw 30 [ChinadisA, 201E) Action. hr Petor
Barg. With Mark Wahiherg, Laren Cohan, Dl Lwats
2200 Mechamic; Resurrection (FrancerUSh, 20181
Action. Dér: Dennks Gansel, With Jason SEatham, Jessia
ha, Toemimy Lee Jones.

21,35 Devotlon (LS, 20224 Action. Dirs . D, Diflard
With Jonathan Megors, Glen Powel

(0L.55 Five Mights at Freddys {LISA, 20230 Saoernalural
Harror, [ Ermma Taremd Wish Jdosh Mulchrson Poar
i, Ermeth Lail

HOT CINEMA 2 HIT)

0740 13 Mnites (US4 Tanads, R} Action. De Lind
say Gasshrg. With Ainne Hecrs, Thor Birch, Ay Smart.
(0,25 Th Nesct Three Days (USAFrance, 200 Drim
[r: Paul Hiors, ‘With Ruzssedl Crowe, Flirabeth Banks.
1035 The Black Demon (USADominican Repobile
MencoSevenia, 2027 Harrer. Bir Adrisn Grunherg
With Omar Chaparng, Boler Sanches, Caros Solormana
15.15 A Dy to Dre (USA, 2003 Action crime, Dir: Wes
Miler, With Hessin Dilon, Brca 'Willis, Frank Gnlla.
15.00 On the Une (USA, 202} Theller. Tir: Ramusid
Boutsager. With Mel GiEzon, William Mossiey, Al
Soror-Criil

16,45 Moordall LSA TR IR Carads, 2028, Sd-h
action, Dir; Rotand Emmench, With Hall Berry, Harald
Bloses, Spenser Cohef.

18,55 Blade Site (U5, 3023, Action. Dir: Scphia Banks.
With Jdason (Rarke, Michafia Moraghan, Ja Courtnay.
20025 Brake (USA, 2012}, Crima Shriier, Dir: Gabe Tor
res. With Steohen Do, Crader Leigh, JR Bouma

TE00 Misgion: Impossihbe - Ghodl Protocel (158U nded
Arab Emiribes/Coich Republis, 2001). Athon, D Brad
Bird. Wh Tom Crgce, Jerdry Renher, Simon Pegg.
(010 The Gentieman (LAESA, 2019} Acton comedy,
D Guy Bilchie. With Matthew MoConaughey, Tharlie
Hunnam, Michela Dodiary,

(.00 Soface (USA, 2015), Crme myestery. Dir: Afonsa
Payarl. With Anthony Hookins, Jeffrey Dean Mangan,
Abbie Comish.

HOT CINEMA 3 H1m)

0645 My Bearrs Holiday (UK France/Gamary, MHITL
Comedy. Dir: Steve. Sendelacl. With Rowsn Afidnson,
Sieve Pembertion

(8,15 Deran's Eighl (54, X018} Action. Thr; Gary Ross
With Sandra Butock, Cato Beanchett, Anne Halfirsiy.
05 Jush L e Hemen (US4, F005) Dormpdy, Dirr bark
Watess, Wilh Ressa Wilherspoon, Mark Ruflala

1040 Meet the Parents (USA, 2000 Comedy. Dir; Jay
Rucerh. 'Wikh Robest D Mirg, Ben Stilier, Terl Polo.

13,30 Sam & Kate (USA, 2023, Romanbc comedy. Dir:
Damen Le Galla, With Jaioe Hoffman, Schuder Fisk
Dnastin Hoflran, Sissy Spacek,

1520 Mits Congbniakty 2 Armesd & Fabulous (USH,
20050 Cremeedy. e diofm Pasquin, With Sandira Buflod,
Hedna King

17,15 Shater (LS4, 301%. Achon comsdy, Dirt Mickhoed
Duavrme With Dowe Bautkts, Musad Masfsnd, Mirs Sonen
IBED So Undercower (LSA 2082, Comedy. Dir Tom
Vaughen, With Miey Cyrus, Jeremy Prven, Mie Crilaliey,
20025 Strovs (LISA, 2023). Advanture comedy. Bir Josh
Greenbaum, Wih the voioes of Wi Ferrell, Jamie Foiol,
Tala Fisher,

22,00 1 Want You Bock [USA, 207 Romanic comedy,
B Jeinm Orley, Wi Chardle Doy, Jenny Slabe, Soobf
Earsbaond

5355 1 Gal Uit durere (France, 2000, Dama. D
Blandine Lenair. 'With Agnes Jaoul, Thibaa® de Mon-
talembart Pascale Arhillcd

01.25 Robots (LISA, X232 Remante camedy, Dirs:
Casper Crisienssn, Anhony Hines, Witk Shadene Wiood
by, Jack Whikehall, Paul Rusl,

Amsaymn Conferst Serviees LT

HOT CINEMA 4 {H1g)

0735 My House & Umbria (UKTialy, 2003). Drama
Oir: Richard Loncraine With Maggie Smeth, Rosnie
Barker,

(%20 Coup de Charee (LSAFranca UK, 2023, Conedy
Dur; Woody Alen, With Lou de Lasge, Misls Schnauder,
Annalzk

10.55 YWhat They Had (WS4, 2018). Drama. Dir: Eizsbeth
Chomkn, With Hisry Swank, Michasl Shanmon, Roberd
Farsler,

1235 Summeskand (LK, 2070, Romant war drama,
D Jesssiea Sweda, Wish Gemma Arieston, G Maathes
Raw, Penélcpa Wikon

14,15 Past Lhves {USASosh Koreg, 20230 Romants
drama, [he Cebne Sang, Wish Grota Lea, Ton Yoo, John
Mogara,

1600 Changeling (LS8, 20081, Deama Thr; Ot East-
wiocd, With Angaling Jolie, Gattlin Grffith

18,75 Wild Rose (UKAISACanada, 20183 Musical dre-
. k= Tom Harper, Wkh Jesss Buckley, Matt Costat-
lo, Jane Paffersan,

2005 Gooe Baby Gone (US4, 3007, Crime. Dir; Ban
Afffeck. With Morgan Freaman, Ed Hairls, Casey
At

22,00 May December (IS8, 7023) Drama Oir: Todd
Hares. With Mataliz Bortman, Chels Tenais, Charles
Matan,

FLES One True Loves (US4, 3L Romaniic com
pidy. D Ardy Fackenan, Witk Philipn Soea, Sire LA ke
Bracey,

O0L35 Widews (WRASN, 2018), Drema. Din Seve

Miueen, With Vicka Davis, Michelle Rodrigues, Eli-
beth Dishickl

YES MOVIES DRAMA Y1)

0740 A Famiy Man [CanacaASA, 2016) Drama Dir-
Mlark Williams. With Misan Brie, Gerard Butler, Willsm
Dafon

04,30 Sreaking Through (LISA, 3015} Muscal drama
Dir; Jefin Swotninm, Witk Anilta, Sopees Agulas, Lasm
Bourgecis.

1115 The Oid an & the Gun (USA, 2008} Biogra-
phy. Dir Devid Lowery. With Robert Redford, Casey
Aiffeck, Sisey Spacek

1250 4 Dog's Wiy Home [USAAChing, 2015 Famiy
achenbyre, Do Charles Mastin Smith, Wish AsBley Judd,
el Hauesr-keng), Edward James Omos.

14.75 The Tudlight S20a Breaking Dawn Part 1 LA,
2011} Fantzsy dramz Dir: Bl Condon With Hrstan
Stiweart, Robert Pattinsan,

16.25 Mights m Rodaathe [USA/Australia, 200H)
Orama, Dir George © Walle. With Chame Lone, Richord
Gera,

1800 & Cnderella Stary; Stastruck (USA, 2027). Fam-
il camedy. Dir: Michalie doheston, Wit Bailes Madisan,
Michael Evars Behling, April Teislk,

19.45 Mow L= Good (UM FranceA058, 113}, Bomantbs
draena, Dir: O Prarker, With Dakala Fonning, Jeremy
I

TLA0 Mdnight S {USA, 2008) Aoenanhic drama. Dir;
Scoft Speer, Wit Bella Thomne, Patrick Schmarzeneg-
P00 Life a8 \We i Tt {US8, 2010, Romanic comr
gy, Dir: Greg Berlanli, Wb Katherne Heigl, Josh
Duasrngd

0054 Bagutilul Wedding (USA. 2024). Rowantic com-
edy. Dir: Hogesr Kumble, With Yaginia Gardner, Dylan
Sprouse, Libe Barer,

0230 Virgey (Loroed, 200231 Drama, Din Maor Zaguri
With Maar Ly, Ohery Amesalen Zagun, Or Ad

YES MOVIES ACTION (i)

0615 Harts War (SR, 20020 Drama Dir: Gregory
Haastit. Wivth Bruce YWelllis, Colin Farmell,

0815 Fnssgend (LISA. 1015). 56, Dir: Robert Schwen
e With Kl Winesket, Shaiens Waodlny,

10,15 The Covenanl (UK/SpainASA 20211 Action.
DOir: Guy Rikchie. With Jake Gyllenhasl, Dar Sdim, Saan
Sagar,

1220 Devotion (US4, 2022 Acton, D L D. Dllard,
With Jorathan Majors, Gien Powed

1440 Smedes (France/Garmany/USA,  2016) Big-
graphical thriler. Dir: Ofer Stone. With Joseph Gordon-
Lanvitt, Shaasena Wiondbey, Melissa lea

L0 & Belows Mirsdke on the Moungain (USA, 2010,
Biagraphy drama, D Scolt Waigh, With Jach Horinel®,
Wi Sorvine, Sarh Durant

1R35 The Black Dabhn (Germany 54, 20061, Mys-
LBy, O Brinn De Palma With Jash Hartnetl, Scarlstt
daharssan.

20040 Marowe (Lrelasd/Spain/France S, 2020,
Crenie, Diry Nl Jeedon, Witk Liaem Messon, Diane Kiia
i, o b e,

72.30 The Irformes LEASA Canads, 20195 Crnme
Owr: Aindrea Do Stefana. Wit Josl Kinraman, Rosammind
Pz, Commii.

O Freelanters (USK, 20121 Come sction. D
Jeszy Terrern, With 50 Coni, RBobart De Mirg, Forest
Whrtaker

02,00 Urtraceaiile (158, 2008} Crime O Gregery
Hibi. Wilh Deane Lane, Cobn Harks.

YES MOVIES COMEDY [¥a)

CE.00 Wt af Shame (US54, 2004). Camedy, D Steven
Brdl, Wiih Elzabeth Ranks, Jdymes Marsden

0235 Relative Strangers (USA 2008) Comedy. Dir:
Greg Glhenna. With Denny Devita, Kalfy Bates, Nove
Campbell

10,10 Hdesl Home (USA, 2018). Comedy. Dir:
Anddrew Fieming, With Seve Coogan, Paul Rudd, Jes-
CEARTIT

1L.40 Famdy Camp fUSA, 2027). Comedy, Dir: Brian
Cales. With Tomeny Woodars, Eddis James, Laigh-Alkm
Balar,

13,35 Tag {USA, D0018) Comstcly, DN Jelf Tomse. With
Ed Hdms, Lil Bl Hewvery, Jan Hamen

15.15 Gairt ‘Sreart QUSA, SO0 Action. De Peler Sogd
Wikh Steve Carpdl, Anne Halbaway

17,05 The Longest ¥ard [LSA, 2005). Comedy. Dir: Padar
Segal With Adam Szndler, Chris Rock

1900 Life -of Crime {LISA, H043). Crime coemady. Dir
Dianie] Schechinr. With Jensifer &niston, Yisan By, Ish
Fishes.

20040 The Ot Giys (USA, 2000). Camedy. D= Adam
Michy. With Wil Ferrell, Mark Wahlberg, Samusl L
dackson, Bva Mendes.

22,50 Baywadch (UKChinas/LISA, 2007, Adsan, Dir: Seth
Gardon, Witk Tat Firon, Aeandra Daddona, [wiayne
Jahrsan,

£, 75 Thia Hangower Part T (USA, 2003) Comedy, Dir
Todd Phillips. With Bradiey Cooper, Fach Galifanaics, Ed
Hedrrs.

U205 The Honeymoon (UK Ttaly, 2023 Comedy. [r:
Den Craig. Wish Paco Alexander, Asim Crandhey, Flynn
Alien

3.10

CHAMNNEL HAN 11 (T

D0 The Putnd Feshval D710 Ml Halaani - Moshs
Lehaw performain the Gray Oub in Ta Ay 0918
Through the Music - Yo Muirer interview Ahuva Lierl
09.45 Kking the 0th Annversary of the Teliey Hafud
band 1055 fehu Jei - Sabire 11.25 & Prasent for the
Haliday - with msican Shatanan Streel 12,55 Cooking
with comedian Tom Yatar 12,55 Coma Dire With hée:
Marth - & gniup ol strangers compithe for 1he BEle of b
mmate difter parky hodt {5 s 24000 News Flash 1405
Corne Dine With Me foonk) 15,35 Carpand Karmcke - Lidi
Kagan taoes Yasmin Mualem on @ wild car rde 16200
The Chase - Game Show (S8) 1,00 Special neys broad-
st 1538 Three 5ongs - The stories behing tfees Israsli
sorigs 1825 Kupa Rashat - Israsli comedy series {54, 2
epa) 1915 Sofa Skones - Calebriwes sharp openencis
from their persoral fives 19,50 The Brering Mews 2100
Vit You Say - Satiee (S 2135 The Jevwa Ard
Comung - Safire 2200 Dudy Tasss - Live 31 the Barby
Chuah 72,35 Neses Fash 7040 Yosu Bans @ e Hevo-
kition Cechesisz 00.48 The Fiane Festhel - Haman Yovel
0148 Befind the Notes - Kobl Oz bosts fdon Sleanchick

KESHET (¥ 1aHE)

0635 The Amce for Waration - with Madey Bomn-
gleln 0705 Celetirating the Heliday 0210 Cooking with
Heroes ga6s Galt & Hant 16,50 Sabn Marznan stand-
up with fctem Abuhay 1148 The ‘Wemsrs Bakony
fsmach Hatanl - Israek comedy sanies (1 eps 1430 The
Parlioment - Satire 1449 A Love Greater Than Lile -
hosted by Mesl Barda 15.25 What a Wonderiyl Country
Satwe @ eps) 18,89 Specidl newsbroadiast 1055 The
Ewerss News 2100 Sabrf Maranav - Tsroell comedy
siisriecd (0, 2 ) 2200 Stand-up with Ratir Abahay {2
Eps) 23,30 The Parlamey - Satire (2 &ps)

RESHET (¥ A1)
0E.00 The Maganre - with Moga Mir Neeman 06.45
The Legal Parads - Law magaone 07,15 Beadly Bland
i - I:Ir:-J:;':q G745 Fenl Estals Durnng Warkme 8815
Cehrabicng the Holday - wilh Tlad & Yarden 16,00 Ma
Place Like Home - with Ml Shemo B Michal Weltiman
10030 Showoase - Culture B Lifesbyie 12,05 From East
to Wast - Cooking 1948 Food Troge VIP - Reaslty (2
gps} 14.08 The Big Brother - Reality 1640 Gama of
Chals - Reality @ eps) 17,00 News Flash 17.05 Gams
of Cheds {oonl.) 16.00 Mows Fliash 1805 Garme of Chbds
feant) 1855 Tho Wiorlds Bost Dishos with [srasl &ha-
rond and Gidl Goy 19,50 The Mews 21,30 Stand-up in
Aenericn with Reshel Linn 22235 My Brotber s Getlag
Married - Folowing ke wedding of Sagir & Mwvraham
from the “Big Brother” 2318 Game of Chafs - flaalty
|2 pps) 0155 This Evenung with Ben San Barudh @2.30
Cefahration - with Tzahi Koma ¢s.af

HOT 3 (M)

0815 Big Mond 7 epst 0905 Hotel Postefing (5.3
Mﬂmhnﬁtmdaﬂlﬂ.d&ﬁhh:dﬁ Brs) 11.40
i Plzee to Call Home 12.2% Néw Amslerdam 13.18
Hofed Portofing (5.3) 14.85 Conmected [si11, # aps)
1610 A Placa to Call Home 18,50 Big Mood ¢ 2ps)
19.45 Mew Amstordom 29,30 Resbman 15 in Troubla
#1.15 A Face 1o Cal Home 32,00 Trddad 2245 Fellow
Travelers 23.45 Flessman 12 B Trouble 90235 Hobel
Parieding .3} 8130 Indai 02,15 Feflow Travelors

HOT HBO {4

18,35 Hock= 5.0 1130 Succession 1318 Wisbmg
(.71 13,00 The Long Shadow 13.50 Sikcon Vallmy (5.5)
14,20 Hacks (5.7) 14,55 Sorcesscn 1600 Witing (5.9
16,50 The Long Shadow 17.80 Siicon Valey 5 18,10
SUCCESSon 19030 Wialing (L7 2005 Crime 20,55
Silizon Vahay {5.5) 31,28 Hac=s i5.3) 22,00 Paris Has
Fallen #2.8% Mp’ BrEiant Friend %41 3348 & Gerfla-
man in Mostow 0030 Boartwalk Empire 5.4} 01.30
Sex and the Chy (53] 0205 Paris Has Fallen gL55
Boardwalk Erpire i5.4

“Freelance,” HOT Cinema 1, 22.00,

HOT ZONE (H3)

055 Blue Bloods (512, 5 eps) 10030 CS1: Vegas (5.3,
5 el 14,00 FBE [nlarnational (0, 5 eps) £7.25 Sin-
B 19 (63, 4 eps] 20015 The Rooks (5.3, 5 2ps) 23.50
Crcaga Five (4.3, & eps)

HOT CHANNEL B &)

000 Foodland (3 aps 0750 Shlomo Artr 1 ops)
1005 The Unit Malkal &4 epsi 15.00 Inde Ofy -
Soighem Border - Darssle Wesse 1505 Incke Cily -
Seuwthesrn Rorder - Tipes 1518 Olre (3 &08) 1825 Self]
19.9% Shissal 26,38 Wy Dedo'® You Tell Me Arlk Lsas
2145 Inde Cily - Southern Border - Dandelle YWelssa
2050 Indie Gty - Southam Bonder - Tipex 32200
Qusan Shoshana (2 pis) 00.05 Sob 20-40 0645 Ernd
i0-e OL2D Bt F-al 0200 Erof Couples 62.35
Shlomn Artd (3 208

YES DOCU e

08.15 What's Happering To b L2tely? 0845 The
Eternal Fame 10,55 Hires Foure 11.55 S0t 12.50
fmir Fryszer Gubiman: The Lfe and Death of o Pop
Skar 13,50 Doy of Pak 1535 Rocdour; Mechanal
Hamman 17.06 Blss Baw 18,30 Oree Upan o Boy 1940
Heasanms Canllict 20.35 Wanbed: Ron Kakieron 2130
drmir Frysrer Guttmanc The Lite and Death of & Pop Skar
22,38 Filight 1113- Rediscovening Mom 00,15 The Sac-
retary 0130 A Fryseer Guttman: The Lfs 3 Daatd
of a Pop Sta 02,35 Fight 181 Radiscovering Mam

HISTORY {¥a4H43)
0550 Amarican Pokes 0635 Beyond Shinwalkes
Ranch (7 &) GB.08 Pwéin Stars Do America (52, & &ps)
1440 Boen tn Fiy: Danny Shapira 15.458 Closseum {8
apsl 2L.4% Tha Mega Brands That Built Amarica (5.3
22.30 The Icans That Built America 23,20 The Food
Th=t Bult America {=.5) 3350 Lost U-8oats of WL
04.35 Tha Proof &5 Out There [s4) 0015 Mestoey's
Greatpst Mystories (3.4] 02.00 The Tons Thad Bt

AeNEREN

YES TV DRAMA {¥5)

0600 The Sy (4.3 0645 Elsheth 0730 55 Help Me
Todd D8.15 Maoma o905 A Class Apart 09.50 The
ey {570 1L Ekboih 1020 S50 Help Me Tood 1205
Mastma 13.00 & Class Apart 13.45 50 Help Ma Tocd
1430 This By .39 15,15 Maxima 18,10 & Class Agart
1555 A Gientsman i Moscow 12.50 Tha Mo, 1 Ladies?
Distective Agenty (1 eps) 20050 My Brilkast Friend (5.4
2140 The Godden Bachelorette 22,10 The Ched 23,58
Poaspscions 00.4% My Briliant Frend (s.4) @m.e0 The
Gamden Snchelorette

YES TV ACTION i)

06,05 Hoake Bloe (.2, 2 £ps) 07,35 La Brea (5.0) 0EL20
MCTS {20, 2 s0%) 09,50 Seal Team [57) 1035 Trigger
foink {570 1125 Fookie Blos (4.2, 7 8 1255 Rlood
B Treasure {530 13.90 MCTS (520, 7 &p% 15.140 1a
fren (o3, 7 oo 1635 Rookie Alue (5.2, 7 eos) 1805
S Tosm [£7) 1855 Tngher Pot (.27 19.45 Blaod &
Treasre (5.9 20030 WIS (550, 7 epe) 200 The Atk
(e 2245 Pal [s.4) 72,45 HMis Dark Waieripls BOUSH
Baantaalic Empire {53, 2 8ps)

¥YES TV COMEDY Y7

0&.00 Gethng On (5.2, 2 eps) 07.00 Siicon Valley (54, F
20=1 08,00 The Bumghos (2 eps) 08.50 Baby Daddy (=8
0%.15 Haimy E‘B:h:h' =g 0940 Gotting On (52, 2 eps)
10La0 Siscan Voliey (5.4, 7 oo} 1180 The Bufagios (2
eps 1240 Baby Daddy t50 13.05 Boby Decidy (=4
1330 Parks ol Ropreabians (5.2, 2 sps 1430 The
Hanny (5.3, 7 eps} 15.18 Frienids (5.6, 7 epsd 1608 Sili-
enn Walksy (.6, 7 epsl 17,00 Hat In Cleling (5.4, 2 eng)
17.50 Parles and Recreations (5.7, 7 eps] 15.40 The
Manny (w3, 7 &ps) 19.38 Friends (5.8, 7 &ps) 29,20 Hol
N Chiveiaed {54, 2 BpS) 210 Pares and Recoeationg
{52, 7 eps) FR00 The Manmy 153, 7 8ps) 2200 Fisnds
s, 2 eps) 2340 SHcon Valley (5.8, 2 eps) 00.40 The
Buzaglos {2 epst 0140 Baby Daddy (5.5} 02.05 Bahy
Diaddy f5.6) G230 Hot in Oeveland (5.4, 2 Bps)

EUROSPOAT {YEIHSH)

0600 Cyching - Rond Wold Champeonship 08.00
Snooker - Britsh Open 6 Chioltessham 09,30 GallTy
Waekly 10.00 Cycling - Road Wordd Chamgeeshp
1845 GalTV Weelly 19.25 Triathlon - Tioo ‘World
Tour 19,45 Cycing - Road World (hampicrship 2100
Snogker - Britsh Opsn i ChellEnham 0100 Safing
- Amercas Cup 0130 Oimding - Woeld Cup 02000
Cyeling - Sosd World Chamgianshin

MOVIE CHANNELS

HOT CINEMA 1 iH4E)

AT Dhara ([UFranceSwedenBeloum, 2013}
Baogragty, [ Oliver Hirschiseost. With MNaomi Wiatts,
Mmween Andrmrs, Cas Anvar

0EA5 The Banch [LISA, 2000 Adventure deara D
Danny Byl Wilh Leanarda DiCapria, Tilda Swintan,
Virginke Ledoyen.

10,20 Human Capital ¢LISA, 2010}, Drama Dir: Mare May-
ars. With Live Schretber, Marisa Tomead, Petar Sarsgaand,
12,10 Afer Ever Happy (USA, 20271 Romantic drors
Dz Castlle Landon, 'Wabk Josephine Langiord, Herg
Fierrds Tilhn, Lovise Lomiarnd,

13,45 Tronscendence [LKTHra/USA, F014) Drama
i Wealy Plister. With Johary Depp, Bebeccs Hall, Mar-
gan Frepman, Kai Mara,

15,45 Mothers Day (US4, 2008} Comedy. Dir: Sarry
Marshafl With Jenniles Anision, Kate Hudson, Jia
Hoberts

1740 12 Sirong UG8, 2008, Action drama, Dir: Kool
Fughg. With i Hemawerth, Michail Shannan,
19,50 Cape Faar (US4, 19970, Theiler, Dir: Marhn Seors-
ese With Robert De Miro, Jessica Lange; Julietts Lewis,
Bick Moke.

200K Frestance (USAUK, 2023). Action comedy. D
PMorre Moral With Jofin Cena, Alisan Bne, Juan Pabin
Raba

#3145 The Banshops of Inishern (TrelandURASH,
2027, Drarma. Dir; Martin McDonagh, With Calln Farred],
Bresvdan Gleson, Kerry Candon,

17025 Taing Lves (USACanada, 2004). Crime. Dhr: DL
Carusa With Angeding Jola, Eifen Hawl, Kiefar Suther-
=

.'|'.n.|.u.|'|ia,||l|| Frarrupfoen d Lamiiedd

HOT CIMEMA 2 (HT)

{1435 Bhood Father (Frimoe, 2016). Crimie: achon. Care:
JoiErFrovooks Rachiel. With Mel Gibson, B Morarty,
08,05 The Lost Oy of £ (USA, 2014), Drama [ James
Gray. Witk Charlie Hunnam, Bobest Pattmsan, Sieneg
Mhtier.

LA Fall (UKALSA, 2022 Thriker. Din Sooi Marn
With Grapa Carolioe Darray, Virginio Gardrer, Mason
Gonding.

1210 Chse Ranga [USA, 2015). AcBan, Dér Isaac Fo-
renting. With Scott Adkens, Mick Chinlund, Caitlin Keals
1235 Mdwmy (Chinwtiong Bong/Canacili5a, 2018)
Action. D Roland Emmerich. With Ed Skrein, Patrick
Wilser, Wiahtly Harrelsan

15,50 Independence Day: Restrgence (LISA, 30L6L
S Dir: Boland Enrerich. With Liam Hamswarth, Jaft
Craldtivem, 2 Pufiman,

1 7.50 A [Framce 154 Canada/Rismaa, 2019, Acten
thrifler. [Hr: Luc Besson With Sasha Luss, Heien Mir
ren, Luke Frans,

L2500 Body of Lies fLISA, 20081 Action, Dir: Ridey Seatf
With Lesnando DeCapng, Russel] Crowe

22091 Sicarioe Day ol the Soldado {USA, 2018). Acticn
crime. Oir Stefang Sclima. With Benico Ded Tara, Sosh
Brofin, Tashals Morer,

[HLE] Hiotel Mumba (Ausirala A58 UK ndia, 2008)
Actmn drima, (ir; Arthony Maras. WIEh Dey Pated, Arrie
Hammes, Maranin Ranind

(200 Seup {USE, 200Y) Crone action, Die Mo Sun-
iher. With S0 Ceng, Bruca Willis, Ryan Prellippe.

HOT CINEMA 3 H1E)

26,30 Mormmg Glary (LSR, 201, Comedy. Dir: Aoger
ik, W ith Rachel MeAdames, Harmsoen Ford

0820 The Break-Up {LISA, 200£), Comady, Di: Beylon
A, Witth Vince Vaughn, Jenrdies Amstan

1005 Bevarky Hels Cop [LISA, 15841 Adion comady. Dir:
Martin Bresl With Eddie BMurphy, Judge Reinhold, Jobn
Ashion

1 L.50 Shiptrace (China/Horg Konc/USH, 2018) Aclicn
comody. Dsn Renny Hardin Wiith Jdacae Chan, Jahnny
K mconille, Ringhing Fan

1335 Wanderlesd (US4, 2012} Comedy, Dir; David
Wi, With Jenmtler Aniston, Posl Rud

1515 Prince & Mo Tk The Soyal Weddling {LISA, 20046}
Romantie comedy. Dir: Csthere Cyran With L
Mathly, Ciermisncy Burtoen-Hill

16500 Liwest Looks (LISA, 2071}, Comedy thiller. Dz Tim
Rlridzy, With Cherie Hunnam, el Gitson, Lucy Fry.
145 The Players Les Infideles France, 2017}, Comedy.
D Emmanuslle Berog?, Fred Cavaye With Jean Daijar-
din, Gilies Lefloucha

20L05 Magic Mike's Last Dance (USA, 2023} Comes
drsma, D Sieven Sederberch, With Channing Tatum,
Sabna Mk, Ayub Khaee Din

2200 A Ditficudt Year (France, M03). Cormedy, D Diwer
Pscache, Eric Toledana With Pia Marmna, Jonathen (oten.
55 What Just Happenad §LISA, 2008}, Comody. i Barry
Lminszr, With Boberd De MNiro, Sean Penn, Brice Wilis
0140 A Lot Like Lewe (USA, 2005). Romantic comedy,
[ir; Migel Cole, With Amanda Pral, AsHion Kucher,

HOT CIMEMA 4 [H1H)

0620 Mawdie (IrelandCanada, 2)34). Bograpty. Bir:
Hising Walsh, With Safly Hawlans, Bthar Howkiy, Kam
Mo charl £,

(L1 Heminguway B Gedbeen (USA, 2012} Orama (i
Bhily Kaalman. With Mook Kdeman, Chea Osn,

11L57 The Wialn (US4, 2007, Orama Dir Barren Aone
sk, With Brendan Fraser, Sadip Sink, Ty Simokins

12.45 Corage (Aesdrin/ okt rgermamyFrance,
2007} Bisgranhy demma. i Marie Keatrer, With Vidy
Erims, Flarian Teichirmester, Katharing Lorene.
:ﬂ.iﬁmammmmﬂf:ﬂu&
[enll With Taby Indne, Jdason Femyng, Wikiam Biis
1650 The Imitation Garme (URAUSA, 20041 Bograchy,
Tor: Roeten Tyldumy With Benidict Cumbarhabch, Kern
Enightlay, Matthew Godsdde.

TRAD Maestinfs) {FrancsBelghon, J022) Musicel tom-
ey, D= Brano Chicke With Yan Attel, Pare AndiL
010 The Adusiment Sureat (USA, 20110 Drama. Oin
(bare Mol With Matt Daman, Emily Blanl,

32,00 Bahind the Cancelabea (LS4, 2013, Mlography.
Dir: Steven Soderbabgh With Matl Daman, Scobt Balda,
Eric fuc berman.

2355 Mdora Two Modhers (fustrabiaFrance. 3013}
Drami. Dir: Anne Fonlaine. With Maoml Watls, Robin
Wighe, aeser Semuel

.45 Fram the Land of the Moon [FrenceBegum
Canacs, 2014). Drama. Qi Mook Garcia Witk Marion
Cotilland, Louts Gamel.

YES MOVIES DRAMA )
07.00 & Simpe Fovor (CanpdadUGA, 2O0HL Comedy
draena, Dbz Paul Feig. With Anna Eendric, Blake Live-
iy, Hanry Golding .

05.55 & Deo's Way Home (USATChing, 2019 Family
adverture. Dir: Chardes Martin Smith, With Aseey Judd,
woriah Hauar-King, Edward James (imas

135 The Tudight Saasr Breaking Devwn Part 1 (LISE,
2011) Fantssy drama Dif: BE Condan. With Kristen
Shewart, Robert Pattirson

1230 heske M Malch (US4, 20231, Romance, Dir:
Hamther Howdbon Doyle, With Rushi Kota, Eva Boume,
Bk by Shar i,

LLON The Bookshep (UK/Spain/Gesmamy, 2007
firama. Dir: Isabel Cofxet. With Emily Martiner, Bil
fachyy, Hunber Tremayne

1550 s Complicated (USA, 20049, Comedy. Dir: Nancy
Pdeyers, Wilh Mesryl Stroeq, Alec Bulduin

17.55 Soemwething Rerrowed (USA, P001). Comedy. Dir:
Lok Gresenfiedd. With Gnnifer Goodain, Kate Hadsan
19,45 Shanghal Caling (b Ching, 200.2). Comedy. Bir:
Dnied Hsas, WWiEh Lo Gpng, Diaredl Henrey.

1130 Endless Lowe (USA, B4 Drma, Dir: Shana Feste.
With Gabriofa Wikls, Alex Pettyler, Bruch Gresmwaod.
115 Lowe In Taspe [U%A, 2023, Romenbic comedy. B
Airveny Chesn. W't Bloss Butler, Ashdey Liao, Mico Hirsga
LS50 Methering Sunday (UK Germany, 2021 Roman
fic drema, Din Evs Hussee, With Odessa Young, Josh
CrConnad, Colin Firth,

235 Worlds Azarl {Greecs, 2015) Drama D Chris
tnpher Papabkalistic With JE Simemons, Marin Koy
&y, Andrea Osrt.

YES MOVIES ACTION (¥2)
0.7 This Covenant (UK Span/USE, 2RI dvekan, Dir Guy
Bitchie. With Jeke Eplleatasd, Dar Selim, Sean Sagar.
0835 Snowden [France/Sermany/USA, 2014) B
graphical thrilier. Dir: Ofver Shona. With Joseph Gordor
L, Shailens Woadley, Mefezsa Lea,

10,45 Dewvaban (LSO, F0F2L Actian, Dir A, 1, Ddlard
With Janatien Maiors, B Pawel

1500 Lockewt (France, 317). Schfi Dirs James
Mather, Steve Saint Leges. With Guy Pearce, Maggie
Grace, Vinoent Regan,

14.40 Unkrown [UKAGarmamyFranceiCanadalapan
UEA, 20010 Tholler, D deume Colet-Serra Wilh Liam
Misissian, Do Krigesr

1015 Tk (e Blus {LISA, 3005), Action advenlure. Dir: Jofn
Sinckwell. With Jessica Ala, Ashiey 5008, Paul Waker,
1425 Seyscraper (Hong Kang/USA, 2018 Ao Din
Hpwnon Marshill Thurher, With Dwaryne Jornenn, Birae
Camphetl, Chin Hen

210 Blocdshot (USA, 2020) Sc-R acton; De: Daag
Wissan. With Vin Diesel, Bza Gonxile, Sam Heoghan,
20,00 Hed Right Hand fUSA, 20840, Action thrilier. Dirs:
Ashom B lar Nelms: Wih Orisnda Bioom, Garmet Dl
Fut, Macholas Logan.

250 The American (LSS, 2000, Crame. Dir: Ardon Cor-
Eajn. With Geprge Oeoney, Paclo Boraosil

01,35 Tha Irdormer (UKAISA/Canads, 200%). Crime.
D Andrea [ Shetana. With Joel Kinhaman, Rassmund
Pk, Camm

YES MOVIES COMEDY {fay

0735 22 Jump Streat (USA, 2004). Comedy, Gin P
Lord, Christmoher Mder, With Channing Tatum, Jonab
Hal, Joe Cube.

01925 Mr, Beary Hallday (LK FrantaGammany, 2007,
Comedy, D Steve Berdelack With Rowan Alansan,
Sleve Pemberton

10.55 Ocearys Thirteen (US4, 2007 Crimo comedy.
Dir; Steven Soderbergh With Brad Aitt, George: Cisony,
Mt Diamon, Al Pacana,

1100 Rush Hour 3 (L& Germany, 2007, Acteo. Dir:
Arett Ratner. W Jatkie Chan, Chiis Tucker.

1455 The Cobbler (LSA, 20141 Comedy. Oir; Tom McCar
thy. 'With fidam Sandler, Mesonie Disr, Steve Buscami
A0 Chell [USA, M4 Comedy. Directod by and staming
von Fanmim, Witk Robert Dawey Jr, Stnrief Joharsson
16.05 Abeul My Father {USA, 20031 Comscy, [br: Laura
Tarrusa. With Robert De Mirn, Sehasiian Maniscaion,
Leshe Bikk.

1540 Thx Loct King (LK, 2022). Comedy drama. Dir; St
phien Frimars WWeh Sally Hawlers, Shanash Price, Helen
Errlaerhn.

T30 Durmia Moy (LIS, 2071y Docudrama. D Craig GH-
fespee. With Paul Dann, Pete Dasrdsen, Vindent Dnlnolria.
2315 Get Hard ¢5sa, #015). Comedy. Dir Etan Cohen
With WH Ferrell, Hevin Harl.

(0SS Like o Boss (USA, 20900, Comedy, Dir Miguel
Airiedn With Tiffany Haddish, Bose Byree, Saima Haypek

{1220 Shanp Stick (U958, 20271 Comedy. Dir: Lena Duo-

Fam, ¥ith Kristing Frossth, Jon Bernthel

Hews on The Hodur:
CNN TI02M20E | Sky Nown (VIOZAHHT)
BEC (H2M) | Fox News (Y105H202)

To our readers:
Due to the unpredictable nature
of events, there may be
unannounced changes to the
ublishad schedules.
se check online for
the most up-to-date information.
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‘La Boheme’ performed in
reverse order and other tales

Yuval Sharon’s book, ‘A New Philosophy of Opera,’ is aptly
named. ‘Without innovation, the genre might go extinct’

Amir Mandel

Though [ believe in the
importance of escapism in
times like these, I doubted
whether falking to Yuval
Sharon about his new book
“A New Philosophy of Op-
era” was relevant to our
lives, But then [ remem-
bered that culture is one of
the reasons we struggle for
the society we live in

S0, yes, let's talk about
OpeTa.

Sharon was born in 1979
in Chicago to parents who
had emigrated from Israel.
He trained in theater and
opera, developed as a di-

rector and will soon direct
Wagner's "Der Ring des
Nibelungen” at the New
York Metropolitan Opera,
the first time he has ever
directed the “Ring."

He partly made his name
on an outstanding produc-
tion of Puccini's “La Bo-
heme” - done backward.
The heroine is deathly ill at
the beginning of the opera
but her condition improves
as the show progresses. By
the end, the main characters
are alive, not dead.

“This was my first big
project as a director on De-
troit’s main stage,” Sharon
says by Zoom [rom New York

—in Englizh; be doesn't speak
Hebrew. “The only people
who had a problem with it
were traditional opera pa-
trons who show up at the hall
with specific expectations.”

But opera is a living, dy-
namic thing that should be
deconstructed and recon-
structed, he says. The way
the story is told is one of the
main themes of his bool.

“1 mainly write about
what’s happening with the
apera in the United States,”
Sharon says, adding that
when it comes to the rela-
tionship between the story
and the music, there are two
options

“Some people in the audi-
ence, and some opera hous-
e, believe that operas have
silly stories with wonderful
music riding this silly story,
and the music makes show-
ing up worth it,” he savs. But
in the United States there 15
also an approach that treats
the story as exciting, even if
only on a superficial level.

“The power of the story
in opera is the intersection
of several axes: good drama,
excellent music and qual-
ity presentation,” Sharon
says. “Without a good story,
the opera isn't good, and it
could be good not just in the
plot but somelimes as a par-

Yoval Sharon

ahle, on a symbaolic level, the
peychological layers of the
characters and the dynamic
between them.

"“This is very evident in
Mozart's greal operas, muy-

sic that's great in itzelf and
also represents and serves
the deeper layers of the
gtory. And also, there's the
presentation: the direction,
design and above all the
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singers who are capable of
singing it all with relevance
and emotional power."

sharon fears that the way
opera is being performed
nowadays could decrease
its  emotional  relevance,
driving away most fans and
locking the genre up as an
elitizt, dated art that will go
extinet.

"“You need to look at op-
era’s past inorder to address
ita future. The basic essence
of this medium is to brain-
slorm in a mess of disci-
plines where each creator
contributes to increase the
emotional experience. Hy
its very essence, the genre
15 & hit primal and chaotic™

He notes the word “opera”™
ifself, which derives fmom an
Ttalian word for “work.”

"This avoids defining
which type of art we're in.
Opera is  associated with
claszsical music because
they share an audience, but
viewing and appreciating an
opera requires a broader ap-
proach than listening to clas-
sical music. It also notes the
stage element - the visual,
theatrical part. Many things
bevand the musie.”

An opera house could
also be a eultural wige. It
has rules of behavior; when
to applaud and, more impor-
tamt, when not to applsud.
The audience 13 suppozed 1o
be well informed about these
ritles and the events going
on onstage

In the book, Sharon re-
calls the first opera he ever
saw, Verdi's "La Traviata."
He was 12. Opera didn't yet
have subtitles; he remem-
bers not  understanding
anything, and he sure didn't
enjoy himself.

In this vein, he recalls a
scene he hates in the movie
“Pretty Woman.” Richard

ere's character takes Ju-
lia Roberts’ character to “La
Traviata” and she s moved

to tears.
In his book, Sharon

writes that the movie had
the chance to claim that op-
era also speaks to an audi-
ence withoul any expertise,
that the emotional intensity
cotld touch anyone. Instead,

opera is portrayved as part

of the process of Roberts'
cultivatipn, refinement and
socialization, alongside
the jewelry and expensive
clothes that Gere buys her.
This perpetuates the identi-
fication of opera with a cer-
tain social class.

Sharon believes that for
opera to survive as an art, it
musat be aceessible to a wider
audience. To speak toa large
audience, opera must be a
transformative  experience,
like the one described by
people returning from & great
rock or pop concert. How to
do this is a far from a trivial
question, but Sharon some-
times thinks it takes less than
wie might imaging.

‘The basic essence
of this medium is
to brainstorm in a
mess of disciplines
where each creator
contributes

to increase

the emotional
experience,’
Sharon says.

“T always pet excited be-
fore a concert of Mahler's
‘Symphony No. 6, simply
because he didn't categori-
cally determine the order of
the second and third move-
ments, 8o each concert could
be different. In fact, by look-
ing at opera's past, we learn
that this is 8 medium of con-
stant rejuvenation.

“What doesn't serveil well
is 1o come toa ceremony with
mast of the parts predeter-
mined, to take part in some
set ritual. There better be
an element of innovation, of
surprise, of change. Youdon't
have to be afraid if the direc-
tor or anvbody takes great
liberties and introduces big
changes to the piece,

“This doesn’t run it ..
If it's performed once radi-
cally and nontraditionally,
vou can always go back to
the traditional version,”

Sharon doing seme of his deconstruction in 2017,
John I angt Carherme T, MarArthar Faundorion
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