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MANOJ BAJPAYEE

says, "Filmmakers ko
mughe rich dikhoane
mein dikkat hoti hai.
The roles that |
TR portrayed were mostly
s setinmiddle-class and
lower-middle-class
‘stories. No director
could think of me asa
rich guy..”
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‘DIRECTORS CAN'T THINK
OF ME IN RICH-GUY ROLE’

, h t Greek gods. Th
| AMNEVER CONSIDEREDFOR 100,80, In Veor Zaara 2000,

: . I plaved a politician from Pakistan.
Talking about how stereotyping bra P

exists, looking back at his own film L Haul tiva fcatiee s 1 UK S
Souriey, Marbjsays. “The onily filin (Chopra) was adamant that [ do it. He

: cast me after watching Pinjar (2003).
Detore Ciduignar (sEg) where L, These filmmakers had that vision
played a rich guy was Zubeidaa (2001).  yhjch stems from seeing life up close.
That was Shyam Benegal's convic- Bakivon ko mujhe rich dikhaane mein
tion. He was the one who felt that real Aikkpt Bolt hai?

.....

ano] Bajpayee, whose career

boasts of some remarkable

and versatile power-packed
performances, points out the stereotyp-
ing that exists in Bollywood and says
that it's time the film industry looks
within and works on its weaknesses in-
stead of defending them.

CONTINUEDON > 3

SHIMMERY FASHION SHOWCASES AT DTFW

W WgN F.-.‘\ ca NV NP W’ -
. f - Delhi Times Fashion
r’_j _ Week (DTFW),
- N presented by Obello
L Life, co-presented by
i Signature Global
Group and powered
by Silenttpartners
Inc, beganon a
glamorous note as
Karishma Tanna
{second from left)
graced the ramp for
Obello Life presents
Archana Kochhar (L}.
The owners of Obello
Life, Mohit Gogia (R)
and Shweta Gogia
{second from right)
were also present at
the event

Day 2 of the event
concluded with the
Signature Global Group
Grand Finale by
Manoviraj Khosla (second
from left), who showcased
metallic shimmer,
sequined outfits, and
smart silhouettes on the
ramp. The grand finale
was attended by

Iti Aggarwal and Bharti
Aggarwal, Directors of
Signature Global Group
Isecond & third from

right)

INTERNET
DIVIDED OVER
INDIA'S ENTRY
FOR OSCARS

Complaint filed over
Coldplay ticket scalping
F

ollowing the ram-
pant scalping of

| ., Coldplay concert

| e tickets, the official tick-
L et eting platform for the
concert lodgzed a com-
plaint with the Mum-
bai Police. On Monday

Any feedback related to stories in Delhi Times?
&4 Mail us @delhi.times@timesofindia.com
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Swiggy
Instamart

Electronics and appliances

Up to 80% off

Boat Airdopes 131
MRP.Z2990.00 7699

Flat

NU Republic 16W
Bluetooth Soundbar
MRPRIQ9Q00 ¥799

Home and living

Up to 70% off

|©

©
& ®

Chakaachak Eazo Grass Quace (15 x 26) cms
Broom 1Pc Cylindrical Table Lamp -
MRPFHSO0 ¥79 Beige
MRP-¥13I9500 7599

Toys and sports

_Up to 65% off

Flat f -!""\i Flat
on
Lifelong Dual Color EVA ?
Material Yoga Mat Webby Plush Husky Dog

boat |

Maaad deals on epic stuff

Up to 80% Off’

Delivered in 10 minutes

FETE TS

. Up to 50% off )

Powered by

MAYBELLINE

NEW YORK

Beauty and personal care

Flot
i 45%
Off

Maybelline New York
Sensational Liquid
Matte Lipstick, 24 Touch

of Spice
MRPFL4OS00 $225

Flere
51%

o

Renee Fab 5
5-in-1 Lipstick
MRP-¥75000 ¥368

Kitchen and dining

. Up to 60% off )

10

SOLARA 1.2L Elixir 400z
Stainless Steel Hot and
Cold Insulated Tumbler with
Lid & Straw - Mint Green
MRE #3499.00 71599

_Up to 50% off" |

T

MNayasa 3 Pcs Round
Plastic Storage Container

(1L, 2L & 3L) - Brown
MRPELOSOD ¥209

Fashion and accessories

; Fiat
Sl B0%
off

hab

You Bella American
Diamond Combo of

- 4
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Laapataa Ladres was chosen as
India's Oscar submission over
several films, including Cannes
winner All We Imagine As Light. The
decision has got mixed reactions

COLDPLAY CONCERT LEADSTO
HOTEL PRICE SURGE IN MUMBAI

BACK PAGE

night, the platform re-
leased a statement clar-
ifying, “Scalping is
strictly condemned and
punishable by law in
India. We have filed a

{ complaint with the po-
lice authorities and
will provide complete
support to them in the
investigation of this
matter,” The Mumbai
Police added that scalp-
ing is “strictly con-
demned and punisha-
ble under sections of
the BWSand IT Act.”

P3

Stuffed Animal Puppy
Soft Toy, Adorable Gifts
For Kids And Adult (Grey)
MBE-F59800 7399

Pendant Set/Necklace
Set with Earrings,
Bracelet and Ring (Red)
MEREIP9900 ¥399

4 ) HsBe

6dmm Anti-Slip Yoga

Mat for Gym, Home,
Color-Assorted

MRP#F249200 1549

Up to ¥500
Instant discount

12,000+
Products

24x7
Delivery

Get anything
in 10 minutes

TnC: "Applicable on Axis Bank Credit Cards (including all recently migrated ones).

Zouk Multicolor
Mandala Print Sling Bag
MRP 3324800 T974%

Up to ¥500
instant discount’

“*Applicable on H5BC Credit Cards.
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Delhi: A Thai culinary affair in the city

W evening featuring Chef Ton of the not-
w2 ed Michelin-starred restaurants, Le Du
' 3: and Nusara from Bangkok. A repre-

VARIETY

»» Chef Ton

L
k
L

\

/

he capital got a taste of authen-
tie Thai cuisine, recently. ITC
Maurya curated an exceptional

sentative from the brand’s
management team says,
“Known for his innova-
tive cuisine, Chef Ton
brought a unique blend
of authentic Thai fia-
vours and techniques for
a memorable dining ex-
perience, The pop-
up offered a

.

Al tricks people into believing

purple apples actually exist

funratiuralist.al

i

It is not real... We've had lots
of apples that have been
developed in Saskatchewan, but

none of them are purple
- Rachelle Hofmeister, a horticulturist

pple lovers are flocking to Canada’s Sas-
A katchewan to get their hands on purple

apples after their pictures went viral on
social media. The only catch is: They are Al-gen-
erated and thus fake. Pictures posted by an Insta-
gram user Unnaturalist Al are so attractive and
tempting, it tricked people into believing the in-

novation of purple-coloured apples.

The post’s caption also mentioned the fruit's
place of origin. It also geotageed Knott's Berry
Farm - a theme park in California, The post
also mentioned that the apples are a prized in-
gredient in purple applesauce, a delicacy rel-

ished by indigenous Saskatchewan people,

However, Rachelle Hofmeister, a horticulturist
at Dutch Growers in Regina, Saskatchewan,
told CT'V News, “It looks amazing. It would be
s0 fun. But, unfortunately, it is not real...We've
had lots of apples that have been developed in
Saskatchewan, but none of them are purple.”
Despite being fake, the pictures have taken

social media by storm,

thoughtfully crafted menu, showeasing
Chef Ton's signature style.”

There was a six-course menu at the
event consisting of some meticulously
crafted dishes, paired with exquisite §
beverages, 3

The representative further adds,
“Chef Ton's collaboration with [TC
Maurya further underscored the ho-
tel's commitment to providing its
enests with unparalleled culinary ex-
periences.”
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LEISURE

withoul repeating
the numbers in
the same row,
colummn or box,

can automatically circle its vertical
and horizontal neighbours, which

means they cannol be eliminated,
5. Any cell "sandwiched"” between

":il (¥

The Al-generated apple trees a the fruit lleft) I:l: went viral

w

You can't change

darken the ends. (e.o. BYEL )

NATURE'S
CHARGING STATION

i Pahs (L B3 S Pressrewl
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neighbours of the same value can be

1 5 2 the digits already circled, (e.g !m )
E iven in thf Q!:‘fﬂ- 6. A "triple” is a special case of
9 6 very puzzie has sandwich. Circle the centre cells, and
one solution.
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Ladies vs the Light:

It's hardly a duel

does not come with its share of controversies, of fans and

T here is rarely a year when India’s official entry to the Oscars

commentators throwing in their weight behind their favour-
ites and slugging it out on social media.,
In 2014, crowd and critics’ favourite The Lunchbox lost out to
the obscure The Good Road, In 2020, Gully Boy made it to the
list, Super Deluxe didn't, raising questions about the filters ap-
plied to the selection process and prompting Vijay Sethupathi to
say he was “disappointed” over the “politics” behind it all.

We seem to be continuing the
tradition this yvear, as Laapataa
Ladies has nudeed out Cannes
history maker, All We Imagine
As Light. There are theories -
about Payal Kapadia's vocal
stance against the ‘establish-
ment’, the credibility of the pan-
¢] that ‘overlooked’ an ‘obvious
winner' in favour of a simplistic
and widely watched film (Al We
Imagine has had a limited theat-
rical release in India), and the
guestionable logic behind an all-
male selection committee that
calls Indian women a “strange
mixture of submission and dom-
inance” in its infamous citation.

To be fair, Rao's film came at a
time when popular cinema had
found its E]l Dorado in testoster-
one-driven formulaic films that

The pustrs of Laapataa Ladies and
(below) All We Imagine As Light

edged out the women from the narrative. Laapaftaa Ladies took
on the Animal, pun intended. Both films were successful in
their own ways. Both were in the shortlist of 29 that the Oscars
panel considered. Alongside Kapadia's still-life watercolour of a
movie. And here's the fine print that comes into play.

A glance at the list of India’s official entries to the Oscars
since 1957 will tell you how it may not be the easiest task to se-
lect that one film that represents India’s cinematic and cultural
diversity on the global arena. From Paither Panchali to Lagaan,
Reshma Aur Shera to Village Rockstars, from mass commercial
films to art house films, we have tried everything. Apart from
The Elephant Whisperers (documentary) and Satvajit Ray's Life-
time Achievement award, our brush with the Oscars has mostly
been in the realm of song and dance and costumes.

The debate over whether Kapadia stood a better chance over
Rao may not be settled any time soon. But for now, we may want
to sit back and relish this moment - that we are discussing the
Osear-worthiness of two talented female filmmakers, helming
two incredibly talented pools of actors, who have created their
unigue cinematic language. Even if pitted as rivals, Rao and Ka-
padia have changed something somewhere,

And that alone calls for a celebration.

Agree? Disagree? Got a POV idea? Write to us at: poviEtimesalindio com

Example (Fig A) - Begin with the zero next to 3. Since no lines can be
drawn around zero, mark crosses around it, as shown. Now there s a
Cross in ane space around 3. 50 we know the three lines of 3 can only
be drawn in the remaining three spaces. Next, these lines can only be
extended in one direction each. Continue, using the same logic.

| Hints: Keep eliminating possibilities by marking crosses in spaces

| between dots where a line isn't possible, i.e., if you have already
completed required lines or where a line extension may create a branch

| or cause a deadend (Fig B).

B cEvents . ,
EXHIBITION India Habitat Centre: 1"_'5‘;"{_ - ‘ RULES | :
India Hahitat Centre: Urban Mystic Miniatures -A | | S50 » Connect adiacent dots with vertical |
Thaughts - A solo Stainless solo painting 1. Anumber | or horizontal lines, creating a single " 13]
Steel Sculpture exhibition by exhibition by Anuj may appear " loop {Fig A). i h
Vikash H.E!_TEL Till October 12, Prasa{f.Tnday, Visual just once in | * Crossovers or branches are not Not allowed
Centre Atrium, IHC Arts Gallery, IRC each row aliowed (As shown by dotted lines in (Fig A) (Fig B
or column. | Fig B).
Eliminate e Numbers in the £ LB ®E
— — repeat puzzie indicate the 3 2
guT:helrs by numberof inesthat | © 0 * " _ " _ " v ¢
E:L;::;g - should surround it, s = 3 _ 3 .
: * while empty cells
Level: Medium HOW axairie | kel | 2 o 2 -
5 3 ToPLAY | | &Dukare | By dvy e o N L U
Fill in the grid so Rever be adi: | lines. : : A : : : g
4 316 8 that every hori- PR | You can't draw lines 2 3 3
cent in a row
zontal row, every arcallimn | around zeroes. E @
713 4 1 vertical column % Aenaikead * Each puzzle has just 3 1
and every K 1 ; : [ ane Lir‘IE{ILIE! solution, . L] . '
8 3 o i cells must create a single continuous | 2 4 3 2 3 3
the diaits 1-9 area, undivided by darkened cells. . HOWTO : . Y .
mEIER 4, Every time you darken a cell, you | BEGIN:
|
|

[ LOGK AT YOU! YOU'VE
BEEM SiTTING THERE
FOR HOURS AND

ANYWAY, HOW CAN YOU
KNOW HOW LOMG T'VE
BEEM SITTING HERKE 7
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How many words of four
or more letters can you
make from the letters
shown in today's puzzle?
In making a word, a letter
can be used as many
times as it appears in the
puzzle, Each word must
contain the central letter.
There should be at least
one seven letter word,
Plurals, foreign words
and proper names are not
allowed, British English
Dictionary is used as
reference.
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SANG ‘ROW, Row, RoW YOUR BOAT’
__AS THEY SAILED."

“No, PennIS, T HIGHLY POUBT THE VIKINGS|

@ finoiexpipes com | '3 1800 200 3466

FINOLEX

FORTUNE

For appointiments : ANUPAM V KAPIL
4] 9822042295 or anupamvkapil@gmail.com

ARIES: You will probably rid yourself of a situa-
tion you have been in before, Despite all your
caution, there is a risk for you to make quite a
big mistake. It may be just the matter of chang-
5. You will not enjoy your travels. An unex-
pected event sets your feet into action,
TAURUS: The most important thing to do is to
make sure you have removed yourself from look-
ing at this problem from a one sided perspective.
Your self-criticism will be too vast to admit the
fact.

GEMINI: You are likely to take the role of event
manager in social events and will be exceed-
ingly successful as well. The main thing of the
day is to rethink your relationships. Devote more
energy to clearing the emotional mines,
GANCGER: You have a more sedate and con-
servative start to your day. Your work area will
be filled with difficulties. You may find yourself
a bit too detached from your job requirements.
A financial crisis looming large behind you and
you may be forced to tighten your purse,

LED: You'll be out of your current bind in a flash.
When you look back on today, you'll see it as a
mere blip. But that doesn’t speed time along for
you any faster right now. You find yourself de-

HETANge ey FAEIR . ) i i Hope is being able to see that
Eﬁfﬁ ;: dthe : :;_15 N :‘; ::: h, :: there is __ despite all of the
jumbles, one i RUSTS i - Desmond Tutu (5,.,8)
_- Ry R
letter to each : S
s audl — =y ow aitange he fters iy 1 cicies
d ! IINGHK \_j to form the answer to the riddie or to
| words : b e A fillIn the missing word as Indicated

termined to bring your finances back on track.
VIRGO: Try to find the time to take a good look
at the values that you are poriraying. Academic
or infeliectual activity may be rewarding. Try to
seek some tips on investments. You find things
going not up to your expectations this day.
LIBRA: Start planning any changes that you may
want to make in your work plans. You can han-
dle any situation with tact and Intelligence,
Spiritual innings are on the cards for you now.
You will be benefited financially. A domestic
responsibility would occupy your day.
SCORPIO: Try to make the time 50 you could
choose confidently, Exhausting yourself with
thought processes costs you. You may find at-
tracted to a fascinating person and an important
refation in your life. Your confidence on your
ability to control your state of affairs lifts your
spirits.

SAGITTARIUS: Make sure you have a clean
environment. You are about to come into your
own and command the respect that you deserve
in the world. You may be wondering whether you
are really getting at the deeper layers. You are
turning emotional uncertainty into determination.
CAPRICORN: It is really necessary for you to
learn to see all sides of every situation and most
important, so leamn to listen. You are likely to
come face to face with a spiritual person.
AQUARIUS: Be assured that your coming choic-
a5 are well grounded. There may be long delays
in personal fuifilment. The challenges will resur-
tace in your life. A strange sense of discomfort
will be there.

PISCES: You will feel lot of contentment and
confidence. Remember that moderation is nec-
essary in all aspect of you life. You find new
resolutions are nothing more than comic at-
tempts to correct ones mistakes. You will have
a rewarding experience in terms of the respect
and goodwill.
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By Jerry Edelstein 25/09/2024
ACROSS Tuesday's Puzzle Solved
1 Mazda two-seater
E‘HEWE‘EE“[‘E[’S ._,Q M|B E 'H it D E T 5 TILY
10°A bit open I |C|E|A|XI|E O|N|ICIEO|TIR|A
14 "What a bummer!” FIU[D|G|EIF[A|C|TIO|RFPIO|E|M
}EES,,”;:;E;E“"““ GEAMNE ErE  BEEREE
17 Patet & i vialL[EJCIHIi[PILIE[A[DTE[R
examination TIHI 1 |S I|R|L Cloo
20 French 10 TIE|T|R|A AlTIM C|R|O|W
21 Sait Lake ity college  |BJo] x| E[solFIC[H[o]clolL[A]T[E
E‘EFEI’HIHE'ShEE!p QIU[T|S RIE|X AIRIA|B|S
23 Mint family herb BIRIAg | |KIE PISIAIS
26 Earlier than - BREDNEENDED BOBE
29 High school honor JIulgli|s|TERE|A|RIMC|alc]|T]]
th;:;tmayc{:mew:th Als|a[PIk] i [s]s|T[H[E[CIH]E[F
a tiara
31 Pa. neighbor MIE|RIE A[R|T|E FINITIO LT
34 Having five sharps, S|S|E IEEEH DODBEDN |
on a score ©2024 Trieme Content Agancy, LLE 24/09/2024
35 One of a kind ) _
36 Nobleman's address 2 __ Jima 33 Will who voices Lego
39 Adjust, as wheels 3 French buddy Batman
41 __ non grata 4 Cannondale 36 Musical mixtures
42 Flee two-seater 37 Basra's country
43 Verdi opera set in 5 Not voling b6-Across 38 “Fleishman Is in
Egypt 6 Owned Trouble" actress Claire
44 Hibermation spot 7 Mentally restiess 40 Hibernation
45 Tackle the slopes 8 Pitcher Jim who wrote spot
46 Highlighted excerptin ~ the 1970 memoir “Ball 41 Heap
an article Four” 43 Like the northern
48 WNBA official 4 Show scom lights
51 Spoils 10 Put on a show 46 Read carefully
52 Place for the Torah 1% de vivre 47 Seventh planet from
55 Stella _ cookies 12 Affirm the sun
56 Pro vote 13 Painter Magritte 49 Big name in ice
58 "Behave!," and an apt 18 Strike, as from a cream
title Tor this puzzie formal record 50 Aprit _ Day
64 “Got it” 19 Retired fast jet, briefly 52 Surrounded by
65 Future atty.'s exam 23 Steeple topper 53 Set's opposite
66 Give a quick review 24 James of 54 Was aware of
67 Moist “Gunsmoke” 57 Loosen {up)
68 “Sisters” Emmy 25 Turn around 59 Susan of “L.A. Law”
winner Ward 27 Bridie strap 60 School support org.
69 Writing class writing 28 Hooting birds 61 Private chats on soc.
assignment 30 Witty remark media
DOWN 32 Louisiana religion 62 Sine __ non
1 Waze display with African roots 63 Asset in a covert op

SOLUTIONS TO GAMES/PUZZLES
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DELHI IS TALKING ABOUT DELITIMES, THE TIMES OF NDIA | 3

[t you dig deeper, you'll notice that
Bollywood lacks insight, says Manoj

Frathamesh Bandekar

Coldplay mania ]
continues: Mumbai O 1

h I - k k CONTINUED FROM =1 are other films and not real life,
And there came a point when
otel prices skyrocket i et SR
- pﬂliglté‘iiweld were ﬂmsriy Setglrgl : and south films in dubbed ver-
. . . - middle-class and lower-middle- sions became peaple's staple
Those who managed to get their hands on the elusive Coldplay concert class stories. [ am never consid-  diet in the north because those
tickets have something new to worry about - getting a hotel room in Mumbai S Senm i e f;ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ?;ﬂ -
during the concert days. Most hotels within a 20 km radius of DY Patil rich guy barring the twostal- &y pEED \NHINDI MOVIES
. . . . . . . . warts that I mentioned. This =
Stadium in Navi Mumbai have hiked their tarrifs by 5x or 10x - going up to stereotyping exists.” YOU MUST LEARN HINDI
. 'MOST PEOPLE IN He SAYS, ‘It’s not the fault of ur-
several lakhs in some cases - for the concert dates ban kids that they are well
DECISION-MAKING versed in English over Hindi.
POSITIONS ARE CUT OFF As parents, those who can af-
Shrey FROM REALITY' ford it, we want our kids to
9 @shreyyy. agrawal The celebrated actor feels study in the best of English me-
_ ‘ gives lllEI‘IE’S a lm*gf:r prthﬂm that dium schools and get the best
* | have a flatin Mumbai, so whoever the industry is facing today. He  education. There’s nothing
o ’ Idplay ticket, gets a free & feels, if you dig deeper, you'll wrong with that. However, if
me their1 Coldp e ' \ notice that our industry (Bolly- these kids wish to pursue a ca-
stay = e ) wood) lacks insight towards reer in Hindi movies and be-
| — \! life, our country and people. come a part of the industry, vou
; He says, “The problem that our must learn the language.” “You
industry is facing is lack of in- will be surprised to know, 20
sight. Most people who are at years back, | didn't have to
the helm of studios or decision-  struggle to get my script in De-
making positions belong toa vanagari. Today, it’s a struggle
—— generation that hasn't seen In- because 98% of actors read Hin-
dia. They are completely cut off  di lines written in English,"
from reality. Their references adds Manoj.

Sindhu Kumari &
@SindhuKBE662473

anuary 2025 has driven hotel prices near
lakh for three nights. Many
a demand from fans

. ; , -
Coldplay's Mumbal cmm:ertlm
Oy Patil Stadium skyrocketing 1o Rs3wb

ks

luury hotels are fully mooked, reflecting the massiv
eager o attend the event.
Dress]Material

Parikshit khanna &
@Parikshith_

Hotel rates surge to ¥2 lakh a night as Coldplay
gears up for their India tour in 2025! Fans are
booking fast for the concert of the year!

WP e P R R iR s o o T =,
HFLoldplayindia # ViumbalConcert

An;ﬂﬁ - 1 -'-_-u_;.:-. ;
@ !?_i-GE'.'[E.I‘lhu'lé':M:l'l"nChD . . -\' b/
Rai:es of Hotels at Navi Mumbai during the 2 day %

Sarees]

EXHIBITION STARTS FROM
26" Sept. to 30" Sept.

Coldplay concert look at these 20 years ey
These never crossed 10K and now 'Peaple who come ago, | A N D
insane prices. — from remote places didn't have to ) .
have seen life’ struggle to get TS;PAT. LTD,
ﬁ Manoj shares, "People like me who my script in :
= come from remote places, we have Devan agari.
Caveril Erals seen life. | once told an aspiring e
d Uﬂekar atnz:é?ed screenshots ﬂﬂtﬂ-r. Train mﬂ‘jﬂ bait-hﬂ aur Ek Eﬂﬂ.'. Tﬂday IT S5d g '.I_ £ Ln e e
ﬂ 5““"'"“’?:'“ i | of current room tarrifs Hindustan dekho. Mere gaon chale 5truggle LetrRAGE SR PIERRER ey
' itana : (A s Edhoeigett T
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BACK BEAT

Netizens divided on
India’s Oscars choice |
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being India's official Oscar submission for

2025 came out, social media users shared |
their two cents on whether it's a good
choice, or if the Cannes winner All We
Imagine as Light was a better pick
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ALAN
WALKER
LANDS IN
INDIA FORE

A10-CITY 3

TOUR

Alan Walker is
gearing up for a
10-city tour across
India, which kicks
off on September
27 in Kolkata.
Ahead of his first
performance, the
Norwegian DJ was
spotted arriving in
Mumbai, dressed in
a brown hoodie and
black pants. Alan
is set to perform in
cities like Mumbuai,
Bengaluru, Delhi-
NCR, Ahmedabad,
Kochi, Hyderabad,
Pune, Shillong,
Chennai, and
Kolkata, between
September 27 to
Cctober 20.

=
s’

-

Lo
- - -

o R e S

= ¢t choice. r
Kumar  —77—o B
. @theonlykumar S —_— I'I i
Laapata Ladies is 3 go '
od pick for the Aca g
chance due to Aamir Khan's sialetion :_E"‘l.}' Award. it has a strong
Capabilities. » distribution, and campaigning |
The Oscars encom R
, Pass more than just f -
will cost a lot, justhilms. The marketing campaigning §
— — i ——— | ¥
o e
WY @TaciturnToast . i g
- ; ose |
_ . ~ t the jury to sleep and they C !
I'm thinking All We Imagine As Light put the S snptenshitiid |
a slightly more entertaining film. They didn't wan \d &
- . : the world. P
pretentious and boring Indian films out 10 l 3sf
I I @varu ngrover [‘ II @ Guy Lodge ’
W | =
| | mean it was expected that the B @GuylLodge | .
| ¥ I . Chaapfﬂﬂﬂ l'I"IEIﬂ i ¥ » | II ~:
, Citation with any attention to detail or meant da.l; (who can't even writea | | Yep, ﬂ?ey never go with the festi
| someone who has * _ €aning) will never select afilmb - favouritel Looking fo val 4
| questioned their authority. Y ' Lapataa Ladies byt f:.; ard to seeing | :
- : elvery ba ;
| And it's still heartbreaking. We rarel P | for Payal Kapadia ry bad |
|! AW!AL e F EEt such d Etf{}ng Eﬂ.ntendeF as fl N ___'_‘“ = .-_ e e EREe— |
e b | Sucharita P
| g0 i @varungrover - P A @Sudita -==z

| At the same time, happy for Kiran Rao and her team. They made a sensitive,

' progressive, rooted film told beautiful
| hate-speecher) - and totally deserve a shot
' Jai Ho!

ly through a new set of actors (anda |

at glory. Best wishes to them.

| is living her best life

o ——
s —
e ——
e ——

e ——
——————

e

| '| I'm just happy for my girl Chhaye;
i Kadam. AWIAL ho ya Laapata, she

A star-studded eve at Paris Fashion Week

No amount of rain could mar the glamourous opening of Paris Fashion Week in the French capital on Monday. From the iconic
Jane Fonda to Alia Bhatt making a debut, the runway saw some of the most stylish divas serving fashion goals on the runway
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Bridgerton \ ﬁ
star Simone N
Ashley wore a
bodycon, one-
soulder silver gown

with a thigh-high slit.
She kept her look
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Actresses
Cara Delevingne
and Eva Longoria
shared a candid moment
on the ramp as the divas,
dressed in red and white
respectively, walked
together

Actress
Jane Fonda
brought bling to the
ramp in an all-silver 3
ensemble. She wore a metallic $@%%
silver trench coat and paired it = _SCSSEE
with sneakers, while also e
flaunting her voluminous .- .
silver curls
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David Warner
to make a

cameo
Telugu

David will be starring
in popular Telugu
actor-filmmaker
{inset)Nithiin's
upcoming film
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Alia
Bhatt, who made
her made her Paris
Fashion Week debut in a
metallic silver corset and black
flared pants, walked hand-in-
hand with American actress
Andie MacDowell (left)
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ustralian cricketer David Warner is
A set to make a special appearance in
the upcoming Telugu film, Robin-
hood, starring Nithiin. The film, directed
by Venky Kudumula, is currently in pro-
duction in Melbourne, Australia, The
film's team confirmed that Warner,
known for his active social media pres-
ence, has already completed shooting
for his portion of the film. THN
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Aishwarya
Rai Bachchan
painted Paris red wearing
a bubble hem gown. The
actress greeted the French
audience with a ‘namaste’ and
blew air kisses as she walked
the ramp
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or those looking to build

a career in a field that

thrives on innovation
and constantly pushes tech-
nological boundaries, game
development offers the per-
fect blend of challenge and
fun. Today's game developers
aren’'t just crafting visually
stunning worlds—they're
leveraging powerful game
engines specifically designed
to enhance unique pro-
jects. “These improvements
provide game developers the
power to simplify process-
es, integrating complex
gameplay, art, and other
features seamlessly into
their games,” says Roby
John, co-founder and CEQ,
SuperGaming.

Along with games, game-

play has also evolved 1n the
country, “Casual and hyper

casual games continue to
engage people across the
glabe. In India, the availa-
bility of better hardware at
affordable prices is bring-
ing more players into the
gaming fold, This has led to
a significant increase in mid
to hardcore gaming, with
maore competitive titles cap-
turing audience attention,
Additionally, with the rise of
online gameplay, gaming is
mmecreasingly being adopted
as a form of interactive
entertainment,” adds John.

'-* TABLES HAVE TURNED
For years, gaming was seen
as an extension of a book

Bannell & Coleman

THE TIMES OF INDIA

I11CS

or movie franchise. For
instance, after the Harry
Potter series dominated
bookshelves and box office,
games soon followed on
mobile, console, and PC
platforms, keeping the
magic alive while driving
revenue. While games were
considered somewhat of

an afterthought until a few
years ago, the trend has now
flipped, with shows and films

Esports
made its debut
at the 2023 Asian
Games, marking a
clear indication of the
rapid and widespread
acceptance of gaming
in India

Gamers dedicate

around 12 hours each

gaming on PCs as
compared to mobile

phones today
- HP's Gaming Landscape
Study 2023

increasingly being inspired
by popular video games. The
success of The Super Mario
Bros Movie is a testament to
how films derived from video
games are gaining wide-
spread recognition.

.
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Arnold Su, vice president,
consumer and gaming PC,
system business group,
ASUS India adds, “Video
gaming in general is fast be-
coming a mainstream sport
in the country and a good
example would be Asian
games. Since 2022, esports
has been a part of it and
India has been a participant
country.”

% MONEY MATTERS
Ashish Sikka, director and
category head, Lenovo India
says, "The Indian gaming
community is undergoing a
rapid transformation, with
the country now boasting
the world’s second-largest
gaming audience, By 2025,
it's projected that over 500
million gamers will be a
part of this thriving ecosys-
tem. In a recent survey we
conducted, an astounding
89 per cent of gamers in
India are under 24 years

Game face on: India
gamers are levellin

India is stepping up its game (quite literally), blending local culture with new
tech. The journey has just begun, and the future looks bright for game developers

old, highlighting the region
as a crucial market for in-
novative gaming solutions."
However, the curious thing
15, “The country currently
accounts for just one per
cent of the total global
gaming revenue, emphasis-
ing the untapped potential
of the sector. The industry
also requires substantial
investments in infrastruc-
ture and technology to
compete globally. While
there have been notable
success stories, such as the
rise of homegrown game
developers and esports
platforms, the industry still
lacks the robust infrastruc-

ture available in more ma-
ture markets. Government
support and private sector
Investments are crucial to
building state-of-the-art
gaming studios, research
and development centres
and training facilities. Fur-
ther, fostering a conducive
environment for startups
and providing access to
funding and mentorship
can spur innovation and
drive growth in the sector,”
opines Anuraag Saxena,
CEO, E-Gaming Federation.

=* THE REGIONAL TOUCH
It's fresh, interesting, and
incredible to see the adoption
of Indian and South Asian
narratives driving the games
developed by creators from
the region. “Indian develop-
ers are increasingly choosing
to tell stories with the flavour
of their culture, offering
something new to the world,
while resonating with local

audiences,” says John, This
has also encouraged indie
games to experiment with
unconventional ideas and
gameplay mechanics. Lower
barriers to entry have also
contributed significantly to
the growing popularity of
indie games. Powerful tools
enable small teams or even
solo developers to produce
high-quality games without
extensive resources. Digital
distribution platforms allow
these games to reach a global
audience without tradition-
al publishing deals. This
democratisation of game
development has led to a
surge in indie game produc-
tion, increasing the chances
of inding hidden gerns.

:*- PHONE EVOLUTION
According to a study by

RARANZ R

CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

Deloitte India published

in 2022, India is expected

to have one billion smart-
phone users by 2026, which
will naturally impact mobile
gaming as well. “This shift
1s rot merely a trend but

a fundamental transfor-
mation in how Indians
consume entertainment. In
recent times, we have seen
casual gaming experience a
boom, with a growing num-
ber of people seeking quick,
engaging,

and accessible games
during commutes, breaks,
or leisure time,” says John.
However, this doesn't mean
that PCs and consoles are
losing their charm. Their
superior gaming quality
and enhanced graphics
offer a gaming experience
that moebile devices can't
match, "Our study sugge
that one of the key reasons
for this is the superior
features offered by

PCs, including

enhanced FPS,

display quali-

ty, and graph-

1cs, which

collectively

contribute to

an elevated

gaming experi-

ence. Additionally,

access to a broader range
games on PCs compared to
mobile devices is another
factor influencing gamer
preferences,” says Vineet
Gehani, senior director-per-
sonal systems, HP India.

# POLICY PUSH

Industry experts also state
that the government’s pro-
posal for 100 per cent FDI
approval 1s set to elevate
the profile of Indian game
developers on the global
stage. “The influx of foreign
imvestment 1s expected to
foster innovation, talent
development, and the
creation of world-class
games. The combination
of a massive domestic
market and a supportive
regulatory environment
makes India an attractive
destination for gaming
companies worldwide,”
concludes John.
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IMPROVES CREATIVITY
AND IMAGINATION
Many games encourage cre-
ativity, whether it’s through

Positive impact of online
gaming on mental health

COGNITIVE BENEFITS

ing players to think critically
and find solutions. These
games often encourage ex-
perimentation with different

For many, these virtual inter-
actions can provide a sense
of community and belonging,
particularly for those who

feel isolated in their offline

CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

Dr Rane mentions, “Gamers

must follow the 20-20-20

rute (every 20 minutes, take
a 20-second break and gaze
at something 20 feet away)
to maintain good eye health

dlong with proper screen

activated:

Make
mental

health a
priority

Online gaming, particularly
genres like RTS and MOBA
(multiplayer online battle
arena), can enhance cog-
nitive functions. Players
often engage In complex
problem-solving, strategic
planning, and quick deci-
sion-making, which can
improve mental agility and
critical thinking skills.

approaches to overcome
obstacles, fostering flexible
thinking and adaptability.
Strategic thinking is an-
other key benefit. In strat-
egy games, players have to
anticipate opponents’ moves
and plan counter-strategies,
enhancing their ability to
predict outcomes and think
several steps ahead. Addi-

lives, The teamwork and

skills in real life,

STRESS RELIEF

Gaming can be a form of

communication skills devel-
oped in these settings can
translate into better social

escapism, offering a break
from the stresses of daily life.

customising characters,
designing virtual spaces, or
engaging in role-playing.
These activities can stimulate
the imagination and provide
a creative outlet, fostering a
sense of accomplishment and
boosting self-esteem. Sagar
mentions, "Games

that allow for creative expres-
sion, such as sandbox games,

contrast and good Highting in
the room.”

Dr Cogia suggests, "Head-
phones with noise-cancelling
technology are recommend-
ed, as these noise-cancelling
headphones can block out
external noises, which allows
yvou to enjoy games at a
lower volume.”

Here's how new-age gaming can
affect your mental health

. — T

ISHA.KHATU@timesohndia.com

Hardika Zaveri, a psycho-
therapist based in Mumbai
infarms, “Players of shooting/
action games, which are
mostly violent, have more
accurate attention alloca-
tion (reaction time in terms
of speed and accuracy) and
a higher spatial resolution
in visual processing. These
skills can be learned relative-
ly quicker than traditional
ways, and the effects last
much longer.”

“Many problem-solving
games invelve intricate puz-
zles and challenges, requir-

tionally, many games feature
dynarmic environments
where players must adapt
their strategies on the fly,
honing their ability to react
to unexpected changes,”
shares Hiral Sagar, a counsel-
ling psychologist and
arts-based therapist.

SOCIAL CONNECTIONS

Contrary to popular belief,
MMOs and multiplayer
games can foster social inter-
actions. Players from around
the world connect, collabo-
rate, and build friendships.

Engaging in a virtual
world allows players
to decompress and
unwind, reducing
stress and anxiety.
The immersive na-
ture of games can be
particularly effective
in diverting attention
from worries and pro-
moting relaxation.

=

can foster imagination and
creativity.”

' Solutions to maintain a

to massively multiplayer online

Frc::m real-time strategy games (RTS)

games (MMO), online gaming offers
an array of experiences. However, as
gaming becomes more integrated into
daily life, its impact on mental health is

imcreasingly debated.

Read on to know the impact of online
gaming on mental health and some
ways to maintain a healthy balance,
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Negative impact of online
gaming on mental health

ADDICTION AND COMPULSIVE

BEHAVIOUR
One of the most significant
concerns is gaming addiction.
Zaverl adds, “Online games
are highly driven by a sense of
accomplishment. Winning a
level or two can in-
crease dopamine

levels and boost this sense of
accomplishment, essentially
mimicking a sense of high. If
the gamer is engaging in un-
checked gameplay behaviour
(no schedule to follow outside
of gaming) or 15 unaware of

this biofeedback mechanism, it

can create a loop and con-
tribute to addictive tenden-
cies. Signs and symptoms of
gaming addiction can include
withdrawal, preoccupation
with gaming, loss of control,
interpersonal and/or intraper-
sonal conflicts, and depressive
moods.” This can also result in
sleep deprivation and de-
creased academic or profes-
sional performance.

SOCIAL ISOLATION

While online gaming can
foster virtual connections as
mentioned above, it can also
lead to social isolation in the
physical world. Players may
spend long hours gaming at
the expense of real-life inter-
actions, leading to weakened
social ties and a sense of
loneliness. This isolation can
exacerbate feelings of
depression and anxiety.

e

AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOUR

Some studies suggest a link
between viclent online video
games and aggressive behav-
lour. First-person shooter games
and other violent genres are
said to desensitise players to
violence and increase aggres-
sive thoughts and behaviours.
However, this topic remains
contentious, with other research
indicating that the impact may
be minimal or influenced by
pre-existing personality traits.

IMPACT ON EYES AND EARS

Prolonged exposure to loud
volumes through headphones
and extended screen time dur-
ing gaming can severely impact
hearing and eyesight, leading
to significant mental health
challenges. Dr Vivek Gogia, ENT
director at De Cure Internation-
al Centre, Gurgaon, explains,
"Continuous exposure to loud
gaming music or background
sounds can cause hair cells

in the ear to lose their sensi-
tivity to vibration, sometimes
resulting in temporary or even
permanent hearing loss. This
auditory damage can lead to

social withdrawal and isolation,
further exacerbating mental
health 1ssues. Similarly, talking
about the impact of gaming

on eyes, Dr Nandita Rane, a
Mumbai-based ophthalmolo-
gist informs, "Extended periods
of screen time can cause digital
eye strain, leading to symptoms
such as headaches, blurred :
vision, dry eyes, and ocular fa-

tigue. Over time, this strain can
mcrease the risk of developing
myopia and can contribute

to stress and anxiety.” The
combination of these physical
ailments, coupled with the sed-
entary lifestyle often associated
with prolonged gaming, can
lead to imitability, decreased
productivity, and an overall
decline in mental well-being.

MENTAL HEALTH DISORDERS

Excessive gaming can contrib-
ute to or exacerbate mental
health issues such as depres-
sion, anxiety, and mood disor-
ders. The competitive nature of
many games can lead to stress
and frustration, particularly
when players experience re-
peated losses or cyberbullying
within the gaming community.

healthy balance

Set boundaries:

Schedule breaks and allocate
specific times for gaming, balancing
it with other activities:

Physical activity:
Regular exercises can boost mood,
improve physical health, and

provide a necessary break from
screen time:

Foster real-life social
connections:

Spend time with family and friends,
participate in offline activities, and
engage in face-to-face interactions:

Monitor content and behaviour:

Parents should set age-appropriate
limits and discuss the potential
impacts of violent or mature content
to mitigate negative effects;

Protect hearing and eyesight:

Use screen filters or blue light
glasses, and ensure that the volume
is kept at a safe |level;

Seek professional help if
needed:

Therapists and counsellors can
provide support and strategies to
address gaming addiction and
related mental health issues.

“Dad, | want to be a professional gamer...”
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...A few years back, no parent would welcome a career in gaming. However, the

gaming industry today offers lucrative job roles that you can leverage

RITIKA.GONDHALEKAR
@timesofindia.com

he Indian gaming
Tsectur has levelled

up significantly,
evolving from a niche
hobby to a billion-dollar
industry teeming with
both, talent and oppor-
tunity. The Indian gam-
ing industry comprises
over 1,400 gaming com-
panies, including 500
gaming studios, states

The Indian Gaming Re-
port 2024, based on the
analysis and secondary
data of Interactive Enter-
tainment and Innovation
Council (IIC). The same
report also mentions
that the annual revenue
for gaming is projected
to reach USD six billion
by 2028, In this pursuit,
the sector 1s brimming
with not just pro gam-
ers, but also with those
who have successfully
combined their gualifi-
cations with their talent
for gaming,

However, what the
sector lacks is formal ed-
ucation, “"Over the past
five years, education op-
tions for gaming in India
have evolved signifi-
cantly. As a result, some
educational institutions
are now opening their
curricula to gaming and
esports related cours-
es. The introduction of
online courses, along
with traditional pro-
grammes such as BBA

time now, but with
India's digital growth

Indian gaming

arted to make their

starte - he
mark in the content
creation space

and MCA, now featuring
specialised integrations
In gaming and esports
within their curricu-

la, represents a shift
towards more structured
and industry-aligned ed-
ucational opportunities”
says Lokesh Suji, direc-
tor, Esports Federation
of India (ESFI) and vice
president of Asian Es-
ports Federation (AESF),
Shefali Johnson, chief of
staff, NODWIN Gaming

7,

shares a few career
options available in
the sector:

Esports athlete: With
enormous talent across
the country, frequent
tournaments backed

by reputed brands and
sizable prize pools are
providing a platform to
the country's youth to
pursue this career op-
tion. These tournaments
provide curated offer-
ings by bifurcating the
participation level and
providing opportunities,
especially to the en-

JOB ROLES ACROSS5
THE GLOBE IN
GAMING INDUSTRY:

« Game Designer;

= Sound Designer/
Audio Engineer;

* Quality Assurance
(QA) Tester:

= Data Analyst/Game
Analyst;

+ Esports Manager/
Organiser;

* Cameplay
Programmer;

* \VR/AR Developer;

* Mobile Game
Developer.

-Lokesh Suji, director,
ESFI and

vice president of Asian
Esports Federation
(AESF)

Back in 2004,
there were only two major
tournaments each year, but now
there's an event happening almost
every month. The prize pools have
skyrocketed from USD 10,000 in international
tournaments to a stagegering USD 60 million
today. The widespread rollout of 4C has
dramatically transformed the landscape, making

creation around gaming
have been popular in
more mature gaming
markets for some time
now, but with India’s
digital growth, Indian
gaming creators have
gstarted to make their
mark in the content
creation space.

Game Designing: Game
designing often requires
professional training,
though it totally de-
pends on what role one
is vying for. For exam-
ple, games are built on
engines, for which one
must learn the process
with a formal course at
an institute or online.
Game design also has
multiple roles, like
storyboard artists, sound
designers, art and de-
sign personnel, narrative
designers, game testers
and much more. Each
of these distinct roles
are crucial to creating
successful games, Many
studios have people
adept at more than one
of these disciplines, but

gaming accessible to a vast audience. Esports is
now a recognised sport, creating a wealth of
prospects for players, professional teams,

endorsers, creators, and publishers alike.

My advice is to practice diligently with

top gamers rather than focusing on social

media. If you're an esports player, let your
game speak for you,

trants at the grassroots
of the competition,

Content creation: Game

streaming and content

- Shantanu Basu,
a professional gamer

it 15 important for aspir-
ants to know which one
entices them the most;
choose a course accord-
ingly and then apply to

various studios.

ROHAN.PATIL
@timesofindia.com

GAME CONSOLE

The advantage of

a gaming console

is that the fixed
specifications make
it easier for game
developers to de-

consumer point of
view, this guaran-
tees a set level of
performance and
expectation—you
always know what
to expect in terms
of experience. It's
this consistency in
the development
process and user
experience that
makes it ideal.
Let's not forget, the
graphics are top-
notch,” shares Srin-
1vasan Veeraragha-
van, co-founder at
Dot9Games, one of
the leading gaming
studios in India.

It 1s safe to say
that console gam-
ing has created
a community of
gaming enthusiasts
and professional
players.

The biggest draw-
back of a gaming
console today 1s its

sands in a product
for a single purpose
Can seem excessive,

games only adds
to the expense.
Another possible

of portability.

sign games. "From a

cost, Investing thou- |
and purchasing new |

drawback is the lack

“One of the major
factors working in
favour of PC gaming
is the fact that one
can multitask,”
shares Vishal Parekh
- COO, CyberPower-
PC, a custom gaming
PC company/brand.
The multifunction-
ality and the scope
of customisation
make PC gaming
rank higher in terms
of comparison to
consoles or mobile
devices. You can
also make use of
different accessories
such as a controller,
joystick, gaming
mouse, keyboard,
etc. The game
engine or almost all
the accessories can
be changed in case
of any error. This
leaves PC gaming
with no restrictions,
as all the devices
can be upgraded
over time. The cus-
tomisation of set-
tings, great graphics
and optimal gaming
speed are just a few
advantages of PC
gaming.
Veeraraghavan
shares, “Multitask-
Ing abilities aside, to
ensure high-quality
gaming, PC gaming
quite likely has the
highest entry barrier
in terms of hard-
ware. To buy a good
enough PC to run
all of the latest and

greatest games at o

B A R R A,

War of the platforms

Presenting a comparative analysis of
gaming consoles, gaming PCs, and mobiles

reasonable resolu-
tion and frame rate,
you'll be paying at
least Rs 1,00,000 to
Rs 1,50.000."

MOBILE GAMING

“Mobile games
played a pivotal

role in ensuring
widespread gam-
ing in the country.
However, we are
seeing a remarkable
shift in consump-
tion patterns in
India. Not only does
mobile gaming allow
users to play games
from anywhere,

but it also has

made gaming more
acceptable,” high-
lights Parekh, While
mobile gaming may
be affordable and
portable, it does lose
some points for poor
user experience, The
gameplay often lags;
unless upgraded to
a paid version, the
user will be often
bombarded with
unwanted ads; the
game may not be
optimised for all
types of phones.
“From a player’s
perspective, the
concern is curation.
Store ratings can be
manipulated and
while there have
been attempts from
platform holders

to editorialise and
curate games for
easier consump-
tion, there's a lot
more that can be
done,” concludes
Veeraraghavan.
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Ctrl + Alt + Victory: Meet athletes who =™ _
have put esports on the global map ol (A AT

e

Competitive gaming has evolved from a peripheral hobby to a global phenomenon. Meet the esports
players who are redefining what it means to be an athlete in the digital age

ARCHANA.AJITH@timesohndia.com

Age: 26

Hometown: Sultanabad, Peddapelli
District, Telangana

Educational Qualification: B. Tech in
Civil Engineering

the ‘Olympics of esports.’ That is when | Achievements:

\. TANMAY SINGH (SCOUtOP)

|

reailsefl gaming could be more than just a I Top 16 in eFootball Championship
P ——— hﬂhh}’, Sdys Mehta. . 237
_,/ At just 15, Mehta started his compet- i , :
— itive gaming journey. He won a bronze ! Top 16 in eFootball Championship
F o Age: 26 medal at the 2018 Asian Games In Jakarta. 2023
4 : . Mehta secured his place by winning na- I 2024 eFootball Arsenal Club
/' / Hometown: Odisha Age: 79 tional qualifiers and then defeating oppo- Champion and finalist in eFootball
Educational Qualification: B. Tech in Hometown: Bhuj, Kachchh, Gujarat nents from Pakistan and Sri Lanka in the World Championship 2024
Mechanical Engineering Educational Qualifications: MSc IT, BSc IT, regionals. Reflecting on the experience,
: : Dinloma in Computer Eneineerin he says, "Entering the athletes’ village 3 =g
" i,chlmmznts' Athl £ the Vear 2023 A h.p ; t: i & E was uynfnrgettahlge - the energy was %lled ¢ Km}?PEI‘; Pgw!n 8 Journey Etarﬁed
avourite Esports Athlete of the Year chievements: with patriotism and seeing the Indian flag {:i:lm umble egmnmis i Esr{?_a
I 3rd A-Tier Battlegrounds Mobile India Series I Asian Games 2018 - Bronze Medal raised, knowing | contributed to that, was vi agE{ilif[:E{allgairna%w tlgr?l S 15_'t
el ! Top 16 [eSF World Championship 2016 ~ beyond words.” %?: Eraessic:i: fg:ihgrs ﬁﬂﬂrt ?‘1&‘ faiiglti
# 2nd S-Tier PUBG Mobile World League 2020: (Indonesia) For those aspiring to be esports ath- H ky T - :
~ . : letes, Mehta advises being smart about challenge of pursuing football in India
East ' I WESG 2018 - Top 8 (China) 3 & ; : where cricket dominates. However, his
# 2nd A-Tier ESL India Premiership 2020 Surmnmer Wiich games 10 e on, eapectally i love for the game led him to the world
Season: Finals ’ 7Yy Bith tp IEpI ARt T th gonn of virtual fﬂc%tball where he found an
2 Tirth Mehta’s love for gaming began competitions. “Don’t avoid tournaments tter1a char Lhis b
. at the age of eight, playing casual games ~ because you're afraid to lose. Every com- 7 Duﬁnﬂ Ehisulhlierd :eal'jragf 1;? sineerin
Tanmay Singh's journey into competitive ~ like Mario for fun. But his view of gaming  petition is a chance to learn. Even when Whaies degci 3 o SE’I s hisg;"amil &
gaming began due to a sports injury when he was il « changed during college when he discov- you win, ﬁn.d.areas to improve,” advises Bpns iy S Star&% e, y
20. While on bed rest, he turned to gaming to stay I % ered competitive games. "l was introduced Mehta, Additionally, he also encourages his ame}' fars trEta e JEwrae diff%—
engaged. During this period, a friend introduced to a world of tournaments and events Indian gamers to participate in domestic {.mtgm a?n Erfacﬁun jf;’ut R torterit
him to competitive gaming and leaderboards. "I like the World Cyber Games, often called as well as global tournaments. resnnatge Aol P e b Aalaval fotatri
gﬂt hooked on a battle TD}FHIE‘ mobile game, which Hl{}" of Kerala. whao Ehﬂfg::l his love
was trending globally and I seized the opportunity fii A HA T Thats &u ort plaved a
and started participating in national and interna- crucial role in‘the ea?lp sugcegs of his
tional competitions. My big break came in 2018 | chionnel vihich E‘:.-'E]'Itlfall lad %6 hiW:
when my te?jm was selected, out of Es tTarr:is, to e[ c:::mpet_i'ng in esports tﬂu?naments
represent India in a competition in Thailand,” Y R e U
says Singh. Recently, Singh's team won a national AKS £y SHENOY 5 all“;flﬁpﬁét;jpli?eﬁ; ;:Ehr;é]:; FT? ;tgéﬂ:; d
;:;aéirggi’;:‘ﬁ;?iﬁi;ﬁf;m Ing up for another ma- 7 } - 2023, 1 finally reached the top eight in
"What many fail to understand is that esports, the diosdeathal Worle Ghvgmpion:

ship, representing India in Japan. It felt

;:hmigl} d‘tffE'l’E_l:t ok f;:' ek, dES;’ s t};E S%F?E b = 5v5 multiplayer online battle arena ' good to be recognised by people there,

i S e e ek O Sl B [(MOBA) game. His dedication paid | and meeting famous personalities.
cnmvvaluas 1‘3?‘*31%‘1 the same: discipline, hard Age: 22 off and by 2021, Shenoy formed his This was a monumental achievement,
E-’raﬂ]r?ﬁ ?irflg gi dlga:ﬁ&fﬁiﬂ}ﬁ?ﬁifs ;EEEH' Horme - Koehi. Kerala dream team, which dominated local especially considering the limited
toved ones g cn? Sal EEEILI aa it haloa majilrntain e ki _ tournaments and drew the attention recognition El}"il:! support for football

our mental health. I've seen manp eople retire e e e e T of the Esports Federation of India games in India,” shares Pavan.
fiom comperive garning due to mental health Ackisiimasn [ el s e aat s,
fﬂ}éﬁ%ii;&fgﬁg %E?T}gg?ﬁ;ﬁ ;ﬁinﬁtg}ﬂgh ) E;Jalﬁgﬁrigl‘]}aﬂ%? e ‘-‘;Eﬂt un[defeated intimuthnﬁgsia:aland t?ugh%“Me]?tal E“Engt-]h is k:},r. Players

: o i ' : that's when we got the call for Asian often face burnout and need support.

dSmgl:u HIECI’ hlgh.léghts e lH’lp_ﬁ?‘EdI‘lICE ot I I 5th place, Asian Games 2023 Games. It was surreal,” says Shenoy. In such cases, it's important to main-
:ﬂéﬁt;:; :snageséa;%iglszﬁhfiIﬁﬁéttaai:l:?iH - Representing India on an inter- tain a structured routine with regular
its nascent stages. ‘Unlike other countries, India Alishaj Shenoy's journey into esports began 20 SES BE AT IR ik Ao sl
lacks a dedicated esports body to govern and dtage 1T he Was inapived by watching a1s mc:re: than just a personal acgileve- and%ein muEbest self SEE *
FUDDOTE thie JRGUIILY. TIA0 15 4 SIERMICaU §8P LAk LD Pl B G geie: T sed o Py e ment; it's El'll:rr:mt ﬂttin India on the advises P%v?'ran :
needs to be bridged to help gaming in India reach games but seeing her on PC made me want lohal mhap. We Erant tc% stoor thit '
its full potential,” concludes Singh. to try it myself. When she hesitated to teach et i dibabot s —l—-

me, [ turned to YouTube tutorials,” recalls hish gl T lai %} CE| -
[I_“ Shenoy. This led him to discover a popular SARSLIRVEL " SXCIaIs SRenuy. ‘ “! B u m U ! ﬂ ! u
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From a niche hobby to

mainstream sport

Let’s delve into the evolution of the country’s gaming culture

GLADWIN.MENEZES
@timesohndia.com

emember gaming
Rcaf&s? Those hourly

charged LAN gam-
ing set-ups where gaming
enthusiasts from the
neighbourhood gathered to
unlock the next level? This
was the start of a new wave
in the gaming sector; it evolved
from being a one or two person
experience, to a communal af-
fair. The new co-operative gam-
ing option gave gamers a charice
to extend their group and thus
groups of gamers began to first
come to light. Hyper-localised
tournaments between cyber-
cafes and gaming hubs soon
became frequent.

“The esports boom now has
revitalised the gaming scene by
showcasing regional talent and
drawing investment, which en-
hances the gaming ecosystem'’s
infrastructure. The local game
development industry is flour-
ishing through innovative games
that appeal to both domestic
and international audiences.
This growth is creating jobs and
attracting more young people

into careers in gaming, from
game development to content
creation. Streaming has become
an important aspect of gam-

ing culture, with many players
gaining large online followings.
This shift signals a culture
change in India, where gaming
1s now seer as a legiimate form
of entertainment and a career
option,” shares Anurag Banerjee,
CPTO and co-founder, LightFury
Games.

The Indian online gaming
market saw explosive growth,
with gamers rising from 250
million in FY18 to 400 million
by mid-2020, driven by lock-
downs, remote work, and a
shift to virtual social interac-
tions, highlights a KPMG report.
Mobiles, laptops, and computers
became the new playgrounds,
and suddenly, the gaming scene
int India erupted. "We witnessed
an extraordinary surge in
gaming influencers and content
credtors, who quickly

became household
names, amassing
millions of views
each week, What was
once considered a
niche interest became
mainstream, evolving
into a widely accepted
and celebrated pas-
time. Just as we used
to gather with friends
at 6 pm every evening
during our childhood,
today's gamers meet
on streaming platforms,
creating a new kind of
social bond,” shares Vishal

Singh Nathani, founder,
of Envify Media.
This enthusiasm
for gaming has also
converted into profit-
able sales figures. The
gaming industry in India
is now in a much better
position than it used to be.
“The online gaming indus-
try in India has seen a rapid
expansion with a 28 per cent
CAGR between FY20 and FY23,
and projections indicate further
growth to Rs 33,243 crore by
FY28, with a sustained 15 per
cent CAGR. This sector not only
attracts significant foreign and
domestic investments, but also
generates substantial direct and
indirect employment. Leveraging
India's IT prowess, the industry
holds natural potential for India.
Notably, while the size of the
global gaming industry crossed
USD 300 billien in 2021 — more
than the combined markets for
the movie and music industry
— the online gaming segment
in India constitutes 1.1 per cent
of the global online gaming reve-
nue,” explains Kashyap Reddy,
co-founder and CEQ, Hitwicket, a
maobile game,

Adding to this, Nathani says,
"Gaming cafes walked so India's
gaming culture could run. While
the pandemic saw a surge in
personal gaming setups, gaming
cafes remain an integral part of
the scene. They provide an ac-
cessible entry point for anyone,
from the casual player to the
aspinng pro, without the hefty
investment of a high-end PC or
laptop. These cafes still serve
as vibrant hubs where gamers
can immerse themselves in
their favournte titles, compete
with friends, and be part of a
community. For many, gaming
cafes are the gateway into the
larger gaming world, offering an
environment rich in camarade-
rie and shared passion. Far from
being a relic of the past, they
continue to play a crucial role in
nurturing and expanding India’s
dynamic gaming culture.”
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