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IN REVERENCE
■   Milad-un-Nabi was 

celebrated across the 
country on Monday. In
Hyderabad the main 
festival procession 
has been postponed 
to Thursday in view of 
idol immersion

On the occasion of Milad-
un-Nabi, a boy performs 
ablution in preparation for 
prayers at the Mecca Masjid 
in Hyderabad on Monday  
|  SRI LOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN
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FORECAST
Partly Cloudy

ALMANAC TODAY
 Tuesday : 17/09/2024  Year: Sri Krodhi  Aayanam: Dakshinayanam

 Rutuvu: Greeshma  Masam: Bhadrapadam  Paksham: Shukla  Tithi: Chaturdasi 11.44 am 
 Nakshatram: Shatabhisha 01.53 pm  Durmuhurtham: 08.33 am - 09.21 am 

  Varjyam: 12.22 am - --.--  Rahukaalam: 03.00 pm - 04.30 pm

Sunrise  06.04 am

Sunset     06.16 pm

Moonrise   05.51 pm

Moonset     05.01 am

MAX

310C
MIN

210C
WEATHER 

WATCH

ARIES 
(Mar 21 - Apr. 20)

Today’s 
passionate 
planetary 

relationships encourage 
your imagination, but may 
make it rather difficult for 
you to keep a grip on the 
facts. Professional Ariens 
run the risk of confusion 
at work, but if you’re 
involved in any artistic or 
glamorous activity you’ll 
do well.

TAURUS  
(Apr. 21 - May 21)

You may have 
been deeply 
confused by 

events beyond your 
control or understanding. 
Perhaps a dream that is 
only half-remembered 
has left you feeling 
rather uncertain. The 
truth will burst into the 
open in a few days’ time, 
so get ready for the 
consequences.

GEMINI  
(May 22 - June 21)

There is still a 
slight risk of 
arguments, 

possibly over trivial points 
and with complete strangers. 
However, ironically, the only 
thing that is clear at the 
moment is that nothing is 
clear. The advantage is that 
if you’re doing anything 
which depends on your 
imagina-tion then you 
should do better than ever.

CANCER  
(June 22 - July 23)

The 
immediate 
crisis at work 

seems to be past, but 
there remains a danger 
that colleagues are likely 
to blow up without 
warning. The odds are 
still stacked in your 
favour, so don’t worry. 
You can use your time 
profitably by rearranging 
your spending plans.

LEO  
(July 24 - Aug. 23)

The fiery 
planet Mars is 
now passing 

through a favourable 
and supportive region 
of your chart, 
encouraging friends and 
partners to go their own 
way. You will gain from 
encouraging loved ones 
to take up new interests 
rather than attempting 
to hold them back.

VIRGO  
(Aug. 24 - Sept. 23)

In your solar 
chart the 
radical and 

philanthropic sign of 
Aquarius represents your 
ability to bring an 
entirely different quality 
to work, whether paid 
employment or domestic 
chores. Right now this 
indicates that you will 
find new ways to team up 
with like-minded people.

LIBRA  
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)

You certainly 
appear to be 
living up to 

your reputation as 
someone with a rare 
appreciation of beauty 
and the finer things of 
life. This is a time for 
cultural pursuits and 
self-indulgence rather 
than graft. Don’t worry, 
the hard work will come 
later - all in good time!

SCORPIO  
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)

Nobody has 
such a sharp 
eye for the 

truth as you. You see, 
you know exactly how 
folk in authority are 
likely to behave. You 
also realise that it is 
very difficult for people 
to fulfil their promises. 
So, why don’t you give 
them the benefit of 
the doubt?

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 22)

After a lot of near 
misses or false starts, 
you may finally be 

about to achieve a cherished 
goal. The first requirement, 
though, is to sort out the 
continuing complications 
dogging your financial affairs. 
In matters of the heart, keep 
talking: if you don’t tell loved 
ones what’s going on, then they 
can’t be blamed for not 
knowing how you feel.

CAPRICORN  
(Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)

You Capricorns 
are not known 
for your emo-

tional sensitivity, yet like 
all of us you have changed 
and come to appreciate 
that to be more open with 
your feelings leads to 
improvements all round. 
You may soon be 
experien-cing sensations 
that you never knew 
existed!

AQUARIUS  
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)

Having stood 
your ground over 
career matters 

and worldly ambitions, 
you must now realise that 
there are periods to go it 
alone and moments to 
bend to other people’s 
desires. Everything hinges 
around your sense of 
timing; so watch, wait and 
make sure you pick the 
perfect moment.

PISCES  
(Feb. 20 - Mar 20)

You may be 
feeling 
unsettled in 

your current surroundings. 
Loved ones are waiting for 
you to make a decisive 
move, but nobody is yet 
sure what is the correct 
step to take. You may 
have to wait another 
week or so before the dust 
settles and you feel clear 
about the next phase.

P E T E R  V I DA L

17TH September : Cancer is my sign of 
the day. This means that sensitivity is 
everything. People who push everyone 

else around may succeed in the short run, 
but they’ll soon be pretty unpopular. It’s 
much better to be sympathetic to other 

individuals’ feelings and make sure that 
the world is a much nicer place!

 1 Reduce numbers allowed
 when in deep trouble (7)
  4 A sailor returns a set of maps (5)
  7 Mark - of distinction? (4)
  8 Obscure saint one takes
 to be a Balt (8)
  10 Are such races never close? (4,6)
  12 Say your piece? (6)
  13 Possibly score a hundred
 in football game (6)
  15 An igloo as a defensive
 position (10)
  18 Clearly evident insect
 inside weed (8)
  19 He’s found in the
 romantic lead (4)
  20 Go on the stage in
 sudden terror (5)
  21 Great to have a change. 
 It’s stifling! (7)

TEST YOUR NUMBER 
CRUNCHING SKILL WITH OUR 
UNIQUE PUZZLE
� Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner 
that every row, every column and every 3X3 box 
accommodates the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

SU DO KU

CROSS WORD

Across: 1 Reservation, 9 Lockers,  
10 Issue, 11 Calf, 12 Deputies, 14 Roamed, 
16 Length, 18 Charisma, 19 Abel, 
22 Arena, 23 Unaware, 24 Freethinker.

Down: 2 Excel, 3 Eden, 4 Vessel, 5 Tributes, 
6 Ousting, 7 Electrician, 8 Leaseholder,  
13 Hesitate, 15 Amateur, 17 Ambush,  
20 Brace, 21 Lawn.

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS
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JUMBLE UNSCRAMBLE THESE JUMBLES, ONE LETTER TO 
EACH SQUARE, TO FORM FOUR ORDINARY WORDS.

BY DAVID L. HOYT  
AND JEFF KNUREK

Yesterday’s

  1 Wild dog in Australia (5)
  2 A woman’s resignation (8)
  3 Bearing a flower
 in March or April (6)
  4 It indicates I will be missing
 from ‘Who’s Who’ (10)
  5 Place where cubs may
 be left warm and dry (4)
  6 Summoned for misappropriation
 of rents (4,3)
  9 Surely not live rat in an air
 freshener! (10)
  11 Butcher’s order 

for a composer (8)
  12 Fall back as regiment
 begins to go by (7)
  14 In a temporary role on stage (6)
  16 Take sweetheart and run (5)
  17 Stag heard organ’s
 essential feature (4)

New rule for Balapur 
Ganesh laddu auction
S  B A C H A N  J E E T  S I N G H  @ Hyderabad

THE auction of  Balapur 
Ganesh laddu, which attracts 
attention from all over the 
country, will see a new rule this 
time.  All those who want to 
participate in the auction of  
the 21-kg laddu on Tuesday will 
have to deposit money equal to 
last year’s bid amount with the 
Balapur Ganesh Utsav Com-
mittee. Earlier, only outsiders 
were supposed to deposit some 
amount and register their 
names to bid for the laddu while 
locals of  Balapur were exempt 
from this condition. 

The successful bidder from 
Balapur was given one year 
time to pay the entire amount.  

Last year, the laddu had gone 
under the hammer for `27 lakh 
and those wishing to bid for the 
prasadam this time have to de-
posit an amount equal to this. 

The enthusiasm is high 
among the devotees over this 
year’s auction. With each pass-
ing year, more and more devo-
tees from two Telugu states 
make a beeline to grab the pop-
ular Balapur Ganesh laddu. As 
the laddu is gaining popularity 
every year, this year it is ex-
pected to be auctioned for `29-

`30 lakh. Believed to bring good 
luck to the successful bidder, 
Balapur laddu has been the 
centre of  attraction for the past 
two decades during the Ganesh 
festivities.

Before the auction begins, 
the Samithi takes out a Ganesh 
procession at around 5 am in 
the village after performing a 
puja. The procession passes 
through the lanes and bylanes 
of  Balapur village for about 
three hours and reaches the 
temple at 9 am. The auction 
starts soon after. The bidding 
will go on for up to 10-15 min-
utes. The upset price is fixed by 
the committee at `2,100.

Last year the laddu was 
bagged by  real estate business-
man Dasari Dayanand Reddy 
from Turkayamjal.

The tradition of  laddu auc-
tioning was started in 1994 by 
members of  local BGUS. Kolan 
Krishna Reddy, a native of  
Balapur, had bidden it for `450. 
By and by more people scram-
bled to grab the laddu as it was 
believed to have brought luck 
to the winners and was auc-
tioned for a record `17.60 lakh 
in 2019. After bidding, the win-
ner distributes it among his 
close friends and family.

Take alternative routes to avoid delays: Traffic cops
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

HYDERABAD Traffic Police 
(HTP) have requested people to 
take alternative routes to avoid 
delays in reaching their desti-
nations due to Ganesh idol 
immersion.

Restrictions will start from 
Tuesday morning and may last 
until Wednesday afternoon in 
some areas. In case of  emergen-
cy during travel, the commut-
ers are requested to call traffic 
helpline numbers for travel 
assistance. 

The HTP listed key roads 

where vehicles will be prohib-
ited, as well as alternative 
routes that commuters 
can take instead.

No traffic other than 
the idol carrying vehi-
cles will be allowed to 
move on the main pro-
cession route between 6 
am on Tuesday and 10 am on 
Wednesday. These traffic re-
strictions will be extended if  
the situation prevails. The traf-

fic restrictions on NTR Marg,  
PVNR Marg (Necklace 

Road), Tank Bund and 
Khairatabad Flyover 
may extend from 6 am  
on Tuesday to the 
evening of  September 

18.

TRAFFIC DIVERSION 
POINTS

The movement of  vehicles 
other than those carrying 

Ganesh idols will be restricted 
and diverted at many points lo-
cated along the main proces-
sion route and at other points 
adjoining the routes of  other 
tributary processions. 

The facility to cross from the 
West to East or vice versa is 
provided at Basheerbagh Junc-
tion only. The commuters are 
advised to use the Inner Ring 
Road and Masab Tank-Punjag-
utta-Begumpet and Secundera-
bad route or ORR to avoid the 
traffic diversion points. All the 
side roads and lanes leading to 
the main procession route will 
be barricaded. 

CM REVIEWS PREPARATIONS FOR IMMERSION
Hyderabad: In view of Ganesh idols immersion, Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy on Monday instructed the police department 
to effectively supervise and monitor the immersion at the Tank Bund as well as important Ganesh pandals and lakes. The 
chief minister chaired a review meeting with senior officers at the Command and Control Centre on the arrangements for the 
immersion. During the meeting, Hyderabad CP CV Anand informed the chief minister that the immersion process was being 
monitored with the help of 733 CCTV cameras across Greater Hyderabad. Along with monitoring, the chief minister suggested 
that the staff be given instructions and alerts from the command control every hour. He directed Anand to focus on sensitive 
areas. The chief minister also asked the city police chief to maintain a record regarding blind spots and hot spots.

Cobra slithers into pandal, coils around idol  
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Jagtial

DEVOTEES preparing to take 
out a Ganesh idol for immer-
sion in Jagtial were scared stiff  
when they saw a snake enter-
ing the premises of  the manda-
pam set up by Trishul youth 
organisation.

The organisers were busy 
with pooja and other prepara-
tions to take the Ganesh idol in 
a procession for immersion af-
ter the completion of  nine-day 
festivities when the reptile 
found i ts  way into  the 
mandapam.

Devotees had the shock of  

their lives when the cobra crept 
up the idol, coiled itself  around 
its neck and stayed there for 
some time.

Though the devotees were 
scared, some of  them took out 
their mobile phones and began 
video-recording the movements 
of  the snake. After some time 
the snake slithered down from 
the idol and went out of  the 
mandapam.

Learning about the incident, 
several people, who rushed to 
see the incident, believed that it 
was a good omen as it took 
place at the auspicious moment 
in Ganesh mandapam.

 Sridhar unveils  
two life sciences 

units in city

E N S  @ Hyderabad

IT Minister D Sridhar Babu in-
augurated two life sciences fa-
cilities at Genome Valley as 
well as broke ground for Biopo-
lis, a new research campus on 
Monday. The three establish-

ments are expected to create 
employment opportunities for 
over 10,000 people.

The first one is a manufac-
turing, research and develop-
ment centre by Laurus Labs 
which is said to be one of  In-
dia’s leading pharmaceutical 

companies. Together, they will 
see an investment of  `2,250 
crore over the next four years 
and are expected to create 2,800 
jobs.

The other one is 3GV, said to 
be the world’s first EDGE ad-
vanced certified life sciences 

facility. With an investment of  
`105 crore, the facility is ex-
pected to create 1,000 jobs. It 
will house state-of-the-art labo-
ratory spaces for companies of  
all sizes, from dynamic start-
ups to established global 
players. 

Meanwhile, Biopolis will be 
an 8.5-acre research campus, of-
fering 10,00,000 square feet of  
advanced lab spaces. It will be 
designed to support collabora-
tion among research organisa-
tions, pharmaceutical giants, 
and startups. 

Sridhar Babu said, “With fa-
cilities like Laurus Labs’ new 
manufacturing and R&D cent-
ers and 3GV, we are not just cre-
ating world-class infrastruc-
ture but also fostering an 
environment that nurtures in-
novation and collaboration.”

CRANES REPLACE ‘NO IMMERSION’ BANNERS ON TANK BUND
About 15,000 GHMC staff members have been drafted to facilitate 

the immersion: Commissioner Amrapali Kata
S  B A C H A N  J E E T  S I N G H  @ Hyderabad

BANNERS screaming “No idol 
immersion on Tank Bund” ap-
peared along the road around 
Hussainsagar last week. They 
were set up by the GHMC and 
Hyderabad police. They re-
ferred  to Telangana High Court 
orders issued in 2021, banning 
immersion of  PoP idols in the 
lake.

On Sunday evening, the post-
ers were replaced with over a 
dozen cranes on the Tank Bund 
stretch for immersion of  idols 
on Tuesday.

Iron grills that were installed 
have been removed to make 
way for placing the cranes. The 
change of  scene confirmed that 
as usual, like previous years, 
the centralised Ganesh idol im-
mersion will take place on Tank 
Bund, NTR Marg, Peoples Plaza 
and Necklace Road on Tuesday 
in a hassle-free manner.

During the past one week, 
devotees from various parts of  
the city thronged the Tank 
Bund stretch. They were seen 
leaving their idols on the 
boundary wall of  the lake as 
they were not able to immerse 
them in the lake because of  
iron grills.

Hyderabad Mayor Gadwal 
Vijayalaxmi told TNIE that the 
state government has always 
arranged cranes on the Tank 
Bund a day before the idol im-
mersion. “The same is done to-
day. There is nothing new and 

this has been happening for the 
last few years. The state gov-
ernment wanted the festivities 
to be held in a cordial, joyous 
and peaceful manner,” she 
said.

When asked, GHMC Com-
missioner Amrapali Kata 
avoided the issue and said “no 
comments”.

The Bhagyanagar Ganesh 
Utsav Committee (BGUS) has 
said that they would not accept 
any attempt to stall the idol im-
mersion in Hussainsagar. They 
even threatened to launch an 
agitation if  proper arrange-
ments were not made for the 
immersion of  idols. 

Hyderabad in-charge and 
Transport Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar even visited the 
Khairatabad Ganesh pandal 
and Tank Bund to inspect the 
preparations for the immer-
sion. He appealed to devotees to 
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  f e s t i v a l 
peacefully. 

The procession of  the 70-foot-
tall Lord Ganesha idol in Khai-
ratabad will commence on 
Tuesday morning and it will be 
immersed in Hussainsagar by 
afternoon at Crane No. 4 on 
NTR Marg Road. 

The GHMC commissioner 
said, “About 15,000 GHMC staff  
members have been drafted to 
facilitate the immersion. Ten 
control rooms have been  
established to resolve any is-
sues. It has deployed 450 cranes 
around Hussainsagar.”

Trucks carrying Ganesh idols wait at Necklace Road for immersion in Hussainsagar on Monday |  SRI LOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN

A cobra coils around a Ganesh idol in 
Jagtial on Monday

Water camps at 122 places; 35L sachets to be distributed: HMWSSB
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE Hyderabad Metropolitan 
Water Supply and Sewerage 
Board (HMWSSB) has made ad-
equate arrangements to pro-
vide drinking water to devotees 
coming for Ganesh immersion 

on Tuesday.
Speaking at a teleconference 

with CGMs and GMs on Mon-
day, HMWSSB Managing Direc-
tor K Ashok Reddy said that 122 
water camps are being estab-
lished at various immersion 
points. He added that special 
camps are being set up at Tank 

Bund, Telangana Secretariat 
and other places.

“Apart from the camps, 35 
lakh water sachets will be made
available to the devotees and 
fresh water will also be provided 
in water drums at the required 
places,” Ashok Reddy said.

Further, the director said that 

nodal officers have been ap-
pointed to manage and monitor 
the water camps established for 
immersion. Moreover, a route 
officer has been appointed to 
monitor the places. Officials 
have been advised to remain 
alert for the next 72 hours.

Ashok Reddy directed the of-

ficials to take steps to check sew-
age overflow problems in the 
areas where procession routes 
are identified. He said sewer jet-
ting machines should be made 
available and asked them to co-
ordinate with the police, GHMC 
and management committees to 
avoid any problems. 

Arrange enough ambulances, 
health camps in city: Minister 
Hyderabad: State Health Minister Damodar Rajanarasimha has instructed 
officials to arrange enough health camps and ambulances during Ganesh 
immersion. The minister asked to establish 30 health camps along with doctors 
and nursing staff in various areas across the city where the immersions will take 
place. It is reported that ambulances will be available at the camps to address 
emergency cases. The minister also instructed the officials to be alert and 
provide medical aid to tourists and devotees flocking at Tank Bund during the
festivities.

P H A R M A  P R O J E C T S

HELPLINE: The citizens are requested to contact the following helpline numbers 
for guidance and travel assistance in connection with the traffic restrictions  

040-27852482, 8712660600 and 9010203626



E X P R E S S  R E A D

Modi fl ags o�  Sec’bad 
to Nagpur Vande Bharat 
Hyderabad: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi virtually flagged 
off the Vande Bharat Express 
from Secunderabad to Nagpur on 
Monday. From Thursday, it will 
cover 585 km in 7 hours and 15 
minutes. The train comprises two 
executive class coaches and 18 
chair car coaches, with a total 
seating capacity of 1,440 
passengers. It will depart from 
Nagpur at 5 am and arrive in 
Secunderabad at 12.15 pm. For 
the return journey, it will leave 
Secunderabad at 1 pm and reach 
Nagpur by 8.15 pm. 

At Rajiv statue unveiling, CM says BRS 
failed to install Telangana Talli in 10 yrs
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad 

IN a sharp attack on BRS su-
premo K Chandrasekhar Rao, 
Chief  Minister A Revanth Red-
dy alleged that pink party lead-
ers looted the state for 10 years, 
enjoying power while accusing 
others of  family rule. Referring 
to BRS’ objection over the in-
stallation of  a Rajiv Gandhi 
statue, he said: “You built a 
farmhouse and Pragati Bhavan 
on 1,000 acres. Ten years 
weren’t enough to install the 
statue of  Telangana Talli?”

On Monday, Revanth un-
veiled the statue of  the former 
prime minister in front of  the 
Secretariat. Addressing the 
gathering, he said that the 
event was not a place for politi-
cal discussions, but added that 
he had to address certain is-
sues since some political forces 
were opposing the installation 
of  the statue of  a great Indian 
leader like Rajiv Gandhi.

Recalling the legacy of  
Chakali Ilamma, a key figure 
during the Telangana Armed 
Struggle, Revanth said that Il-
amma had declared that gadis 
(forts) should be liberated from 
the doras (feudal lords). Draw-
ing inspiration from her, the 
chief  minister pledged that 
KCR’s farmhouse would soon 
be filled with jilledu (milkweed) 
plants and said the Congress 

would not rest until that day.
Subsequently, he said, “Some 

unscrupulous elements are 
speaking about family politics. 
Indira Gandhi did not take any 
post while Nehru was the prime 
minister. Indira Gandhi is still 
worshipped as a goddess by the 
poor. She nationalised the banks 
and worked for the development 
of  the poor. Indira Gandhi is 

credited with abolishing Privy 
Purses. She provided housing 
for the poor and fulfilled their 
dream of  owning a house. Dur-
ing her rule, the Lambada com-
munity was included in the 
Scheduled Tribes category, and 
backward communities were 
given reservations. Indira Gan-
dhi sacrificed her entire life for 
the country.” CONTINUED ON P4

MAN WITH RIFLE 
AIMED AT DON AS HE 

PLAYED GOLF
A G E N C I E S

TWO months after a gunman’s bullet nicked his right ear, 
former US President Donald Trump was the target of  yet 
another apparent assassination attempt on Sunday, the Fed-
eral Bureau of  Investigation said.  

Authorities said a man armed with AK-47 was hiding in 
shrubbery about 400 yards to 500 yards away from Trump as 
the former president played golf  at Trump International Golf  
Club in West Palm Beach. One of  the Secret Service agents 
noticed the barrel of  a rifle pointing out of  shrubbery and the 
force opened fire in the direction of  the lurking gunman. 

Upon hearing gunshots, the suspect fled the scene in a ve-
hicle and was arrested shortly. No shots were fired at Trump.  
In his first reaction to the incident, Trump said, “Fear not! I 
am safe and well, and no one was hurt. Thank God!”

US media named Ryan Wesley Routh as the suspected gun-
man. He was charged with possession of  a firearm as a con-
victed felon and possession of  a firearm with an obliterated 
serial number at his initial court appearance on Monday. P9

A J A Y  T O M A R  @ Hyderabad

A case has been registered 
against national award-win-
ning Tollywood choreographer 
Shaik Jani Basha, popularly 
known as Jani Master, for alleg-
edly repeatedly raping, harass-
ing and hurting his 21-year-old 
former assistant. 

According to the FIR, 
the complainant claimed 
that Jani Master sexual-
ly assaulted her multiple 
times during film shoots 
in Chennai, Mumbai, 
Hyderabad and also at 
her residence in Narsingi after 
she moved to Hyderabad in 2017. 
She stated that he regularly de-
manded sexual favours and, 
upon refusal, would physically 
abuse and threaten her if  she 
revealed the matter to anyone. 

Speaking to TNIE, Rajender-
nagar DCP Ch Srinivas said, 

“We have completed recording 
the woman’s statement, and her 
medical examination has also 
been conducted. Jani Master is 
currently absconding, and we 
are taking further action.”

Asked whether the POCSO 
Act would be included in the 
charges as the complainant 

was a minor at the time 
of  the alleged rape, he 
said they needed to con-
duct further probe.

This comes after sev-
eral bigwigs in the Ma-
layalam film industry 
were accused of  sexual 

assault after the publication of  
the Hema Committee report. 
Top actors, including Samantha 
Ruth Prabhu, have urged the Te-
langana government to release 
a long-pending sub-committee 
report on sexual harassment 
and gender discrimination in 
Tollywood.  CONTINUED ON P5

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy addresses the gathering after unveiling statue 
of former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi in Hyderabad on Monday

Will get statue shifted to Gandhi Bhavan: KTR
BRS working president KT Rama Rao on Monday expressed strong 

indignation over the Congress government installing a statue of Rajiv 
Gandhi in the spot proposed for the Telangana Talli sculpture. A spot 

between the Secretariat and Martyrs’ Memorial was earmarked for 
the installation of the Telangana Talli statue, he said, declaring that 

the BRS would relocate the Rajiv Gandhi statue to Gandhi Bhavan 
“after the pink party is voted to power in next Assembly polls” | P4

Jani Master booked for 
repeated rape of ex-assistant

AAP may name new Delhi CM 
today; Kejri huddles with PAC  
A N U P  V E R M A  @ New Delhi

A day after suddenly announc-
ing his decision to resign, Del-
hi Chief  Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal  on Monday held 
consultations with members 
of  the AAP’s Political Affairs 
Committee (PAC) on naming 
his successor. Sources said a 
meeting of  the legislative par-
ty will be held on Tuesday 
morning, where the final deci-
sion will be announced. 

“Today the CM had called a 
meeting of  the PAC, in which 
all the cabinet ministers and 
senior party leaders were 
present. He discussed with 
everyone about the new CM. 
On Tuesday, there will be a 
meeting of  the legislative par-
ty, in which the discussions 
will be taken to the second 

stage,” party leader and cabi-
net minister Saurabh Bhard-
waj said. 

During the PAC meeting at  
Kejriwal’s residence, the CM 
held one-on-one talks with sen-
ior leaders, taking their indi-
vidual feedback on the next 
chief  minister, Bhardwaj said.

Names of  Kejriwal’s wife 
Sunita and ministers Atishi, 
Gopal Rai and Kailash Gahlot 

are doing the rounds.  
Kejriwal, who was released 

from the jail on Friday after 
the Supreme Court granted 
him bail in the Delhi excise 
policy scam, said on Sunday 
that he will resign as chief  
minister in two days.  He had 
added that the party will name 
his replacement in the next 
two-three days. 

Meanwhile, the Delhi BJP 
president Virender Sachdeva 
said Kejriwal’s decision to re-
sign was due to compulsion 
and not a matter of  principle. 

“The decision to resign was 
a compulsion for Arvind Kejri-
wal, not driven by principle. 
The Supreme Court has clearly 
pointed out that he cannot go 
to his office, cannot sign any 
file, then what choice did Kejri-
wal have?” Sachdeva said. 

CM TO MEET GUV 
AT 4.30 PM
Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal will meet 
Lieutenant  Governor 
V K Saxena at 4.30 pm 
on Tuesday. He is likely 
to tender his resignation 
during the 
meeting

Cong manifesto mum on Article 370, promises 1L govt jobs, unemployment dole
F A Y A Z  W A N I  @ Srinagar

THE Congress poll manifesto 
for J&K released on Monday 
was silent on Article 370 but 
promised the restoration of  
statehood and the Durbar Move, 
rehabilitation of  migrant Kash-
miri Pandits, unemployment al-
lowance and one lakh govern-
ment jobs. 

Senior Congress leader Pa-
wan Khera and J&K Congress 
chief  Tariq Hameed Karra re-
leased the manifesto on a day 
when the poll campaign came to 
an end for first of  the three-

phase assembly polls.
The party pledged to work to-

wards granting statehood and 
restoring the Durbar Move — 
shifting of  Secretariat between 

twin capital cities of  Srinagar 
and Jammu for six months each. 
“We will pass the resolution in 
the first session of  the assembly 
in favour of  the Durbar Move,” 
it stated.

But it made no mention of  the 
controversial Article 370 that 
had given J&K special status. 
Article 370 was read down the 
Centre on August 5, 2019.

The Congress also pledged to 
give first priority to those domi-
ciled in J&K for jobs, govern-
ment contracts, land allocation 
and concessions on utilising 
natural resources.

It promised a white paper on 
corruption and establish a 
Lokayukta within the first 100 
days to probe charges against 
officials allegedly involved in 
scams over the past 10 years.

The Congress also promised 
to confer all rights on Displaced 
Persons from 1947, 1965 and 1971 
and West Pakistan Refugees, in-

cluding rights to sell and trans-
fer allotted state land and Evac-
uee Properties.

The party pledged to provide 
an unemployment allowance to 
qualified youth of  up to `3,500 
per month for one year. “We will 
fill 1 lakh vacant government 
posts and provide a job calendar 
within the first 30 days to fill 

them,” it stated. 
The Congress pledged to in-

crease allocation of  free ration 
from the current 5 kg to 11 kg  
per person, as it was earlier. 
“Under the Mahila Samman 
Scheme, we will provide `3,000 
monthly transfers to women 
heads of  households among eco-
nomically weaker sections. Un-
der Sakhi Shakti, we will pro-
vide interest-free loans up to `5 
lakh for every woman Self  Help 
Group.”

The party also promised `72 
per kg as the minimum support 
price for apples. 

RETURN, REHABILITATION OF KASHMIRI PANDITS 
The party said it will take concrete steps to create a conducive 
atmosphere for the safe and dignified return and rehabilitation of the 
displaced Kashmiri Pandit community. “We will adopt further measures 
to create job opportunities for migrant youth,” it stated

Congress leader Pawan Khera and JKPCC 
chief Tariq Hameed Qara release the 
manifesto in Srinagar | ZAHOOR PUNJABI

TOMATO PRICEES SHOOT UP `100 
DUEEGE TO S | P2

TOMATO PRICEES SHOOT UP `100 
DUEEGE TO S | P2INSIDE

2024 CHESS OLYMPIAD: WARANGAL PRODIGY ARJUN ERIGAISI 
REGISTERS SIXTH STRAIGHT VICTORY, TAKES INDIA TO TOP | P11INSIDE

India’s unbeaten run continued at the Asian 
Champions Trophy as they eased past Korea to 
enter the fi nals against hosts China on Monday

INDIA YET TO CONCEDE MORE THAN A GOAL
■  In their first major tournament since the retirement of veteran 

goalkeeper P R Sreejesh, India have not conceded more than a goal. 
Goalkeepers Krishan Pathak and Suraj Karkera have done well

■  Pakistan and Korea will face off in the third place classification 
match, which will also be played on Tuesday | P11

SKIPPER SIZZLES WITH THE STICK AGAIN 
Captain Harmanpreet Singh continued with his sizzling form, finding the 
net twice to help India beat South Korea comprehensively 4-1. Uttam 
Singh and Jarmanpreet Singh were the other goal scorers. In the final, the 
defending champions will take on China who defeated Pakistan in the 
other semifinal via penalty shootout

WINNING ACT: INDIA STORM INTO 
FINAL BEATING SOUTH KOREA Seven 

NUMBER OF GOALS HARMANPREET 
SINGH HAS SCORED AT THE ACT
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Axe falls on Kolkata’s top cop
Didi accepts demand of agitating doctors after first meeting; 2 other babus to be replaced

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kolkata

WEST Bengal Chief  Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Monday 
accepted three of  the five de-
mands of  the agitating junior 
doctors, including the transfers 
of  Kolkata police commission-
er Vineet Kumar Goyal, follow-
ing their first meeting at her 
Kalighat residence to resolve 
the RG Kar standoff.

A new commissioner of  
Kolkata Police will be an-
nounced at 4 pm on Tues-
day, she said. Mamata had 
earlier refused to budge 
on shifting him, reasoning 
she needed him till the 
puja festival is over. But 

“Goyal did not wish to continue 
in his position,” she informed. 
“We have decided to remove 
Kolkata Police’s deputy com-
missioner of  north division as 
well,” she added.

She also accepted the de-
mand to replace the director of  
health services and the direc-
tor of  medical education. As 
for the other demands, a panel 

headed by Chief  Secretary 
Manoj Pant will look into 

them, she said and 
urged the medicos to 
end their agitation. 

Mamata claimed the talks 
were fruitful as nearly 99% of  
the demands were accepted 
while reiterating that no puni-
tive action will be taken against 
the doctors who join duty.

After four unsuccessful at-
tempts, protesting junior doc-
tors participated in the meet-
ing that was scheduled at 5 pm 
but began at 6.50 pm and ended 
around 9 pm. Both sides took 
two more hours to finalise the 
minutes of  the meeting. 

“Forty-two agitating doctors 
and chief  secretary Manoj Pant 

signed the minutes of  the meet-
ing,” Mamata said. Both sides 
got copies of  the minutes.

The medicos have been on 
protest demanding justice for 
the rape-murder of  a trainee 
physician at the RG Kar Medical 
College on August 9. Escorted 
by a pilot police vehicle, the 
junior doctors arrived at 
Mamata’s home at 6.20 pm. 

Meanwhile, the CBI interro-
gated RG Kar’s former princi-
pal Sandip Ghosh and police of-
ficer Abhijit Mondal together in 
connection with the rape and 
murder case. They were asked 
about their activities on August 
9 immediately after they learnt 
about the death. P8

SUPREME COURT 
HEARING TODAY

The Supreme Court is expected to 
further hear on Tuesday a case it 

has initiated on its own following 
the rape and murder of a resident 

doctor at RG Kar in Kolkata

36TH DAY OF PROTEST 
BY JUNIOR DOCTORS
The protesting junior doctors 
continued their sit-in outside 

Swasthya Bhawan for the eight 
successive day and the cease 

work for the 36th day

Junior doctors protesting against the 
rape-murder in Kolkata on Monday | PTI

I would appeal to the junior doctors to come and sit for the 
talks. Every issue can be resolved through discussions. And 
we must strive to find a solution  —Mamata Banerjee
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SUB-CATEGORISATION

TG to study other states 
before implementation
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad  

THE Cabinet sub-committee 
constituted by the state govern-
ment to examine various as-
pects associated with the sub-
classification of  SCs has 
decided to study the implemen-
tation in states like Punjab, 
Haryana and Tamil Nadu 
with the help of  legal 
luminaries. 

This will ensure that 
the process of  sub-clas-
sification would stand 
judicial review while en-
suring that injustice is not 
done to other communities. 

The sub-committee meeting 
was chaired by Civil Supplies 
Minister Uttam Kumar Reddy 
and attended by Health Minis-
ter D Rajanarasimha, IT Minis-
ter Sridhar Babu, Transport 
Minister Ponnam Prabhakar, 
Panchayat Raj Minister Dan-

sari Anasuya and MP Mallu 
Ravi. 

Briefing the media later, Ut-
tam said that the sub-commit-
tee looked at various aspects in 
the first meeting and would 
thoroughly study the matter to 
provide recommendations on 
the way forward for the state 

government regarding sub-
classification. 

He said that the gov-
ernment was provided 
with all the legal docu-
ments pertaining to ses-
sions court, High Court 

and Supreme Court re-
garding the implementation 

of  SC sub-classification. The 
minister said that the commit-
tee will visit the states where 
SC sub-classification is current-
ly being implemented. He said 
that they will design a frame-
work enabling individuals and 
groups to give their suggestions 
and recommendations.

Expansion of Hyd-Vij 
highway to start soon
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Nalgonda

R&B Minister Komatireddy 
Venkat Reddy on Monday an-
nounced that the expan-
sion of  the six-lane Hy-
derabad–Vijayawada 
highway at a cost of  
`2,000 crore would be-
gin soon. 

Venkat said he will 
lay the foundation stone 
for the project along with 
U n i o n  M i n i s t e r  N i t i n 
Gadkari. 

Speaking to reporters here, 
the R&B minister said that the 
construction of  roads and 
drains in Nalgonda town was 

being completed at a cost of  
`450 crore. He also stated that 
10 drinking water tanks with 
a capacity of  10 lakh litres 
each and five tanks with a ca-

pacity of  15 lakh litres each 
have reached the slab 

stage and the work will 
be completed soon.

“Along with under-
ground drainage, CC 
roads will be complet-

ed in two years,” he said, 
adding that 50 acres be-

longing to the Housing Board 
has been acquired for houses 
for the impoverished. Work on 
an integrated hostel will soon 
be started on another 25 acres 
at `80 crore, Venkat said.

Ration card applications from October-end
Uttam says modalities for new food security and health cards by end of the month, superfine PDS rice from January

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

CIVIL Supplies Minister N Ut-
tam Kumar Reddy on Monday 
said that the government will 
complete the process of  fram-
ing modalities to issue new 
food security cards and health 
cards by the end of  the month. 

Authorities would start ac-
cepting applications by the end 
of  October, the minister said, 
disclosing that the state gov-
ernment will supply superfine 
rice under the public distribu-
tion system (PDS) from Janu-
ary 2025.

Uttam was speaking to the 
media after a Cabinet sub-com-
mittee meeting to examine and 

recommend the eligibility cri-
teria and modalities for issu-
ance of  new food security cards, 
and health cards. 

The meeting was attended by 
Revenue Minister Ponguleti 
Srinivasa Reddy, Civil Supplies 
Commissioner DS Chouhan 

and other senior officials. 
The Civil Supplies minister  

announced that it was decided  
that `500 bonus for paddy crop 
would be given from present 
kharif  season. 

The meeting primarily de-
cided to suggest to the state gov-

ernment to introduce ‘smart 
cards’ with information embed-
ded in QR code/ microchip/
barcode and to continue the ex-
isting eligibility criteria. 

However, the sub-panel opted 
to remove the clause “land own-
ership” as it was ambiguous to 
the monetary income eligibili-
ty. The meeting also invited 
suggestions from all MPs, 
MLAs and MLCs across the po-
litical parties on the existing 
eligibility criteria. It was also 
decided to consider the recom-
mendations of  the Saxena Com-
mittee constituted by the Su-
preme Court to advise it on the 
suitable methodology for BPL 
census.

Uttam said that the previous 

BRS government had deleted 
5.98 lakh cards and issued 6.47 
lakh cards between 2016 and 
2023. He said that the previous 
BRS regime issued some of  the 
cards during the byelections 
with the aim of  luring voters. 

The minister said that the eli-
gibility criteria for PDS in Tel-
angana is family income below 
`1.5 lakh in rural areas and `2 
lakh in urban areas. He said 
that this was against the eligi-
bility criteria of  `1.2 lakh in 
rural and urban areas in Kar-
nataka, `1 lakh in Tamil Nadu, 
and `1.8 lakh in Gujarat. He 
said that the sub-panel will 
study this and give its recom-
mendations to the state 
government. 

Cong slams BJP for skipping Praja Palana fete
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE ruling Congress has taken 
serious exception to the BJP 
declining the invitation to take 
part in “Praja Palana Day” on 
September 17. 

Chief  Minister A Revanth 
Reddy had written to Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, Un-
ion Minister Gajendra Shekha-
wat, Minister of  State for Home 

Affairs Bandi Sanjay and oth-
ers inviting them to the pro-
gramme. However, the BJP 
leaders tur ned down the 
invitation. 

Congress MP Mallu Ravi 
slammed Union Minister G 
Kishan Reddy for saying that 
he would not participate in the 
state government’s official 
programme. 

Speaking to the media at 
Gandhi Bhavan, Ravi tore into 

Kishan Reddy, saying that Sep-
tember 17 was the day monar-
chy ended and people’s govern-
ance started. 

He said given the importance 
of  the day when Telangana ac-
tually got independence, the 
chief  minister decided to hold 
Praja Palana Day on a grand 
note.

“The BJP leaders are shame-
lessly stating that they wouldn’t 
come,” Ravi said. 

Rajiv Gandhi statue location leaves KTR seething
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Hyderabad

BRS working president KT Rama Rao on Monday 
expressed strong indignation over the Congress 
government installing a statue of  Rajiv Gandhi in 
the spot proposed for the Telangana Talli statue. 

A spot between the Secretariat and Telangana 
Martyrs’ Memorial was earmarked for the instal-
lation of  Telangana Talli statue, Rama Rao said, 
declaring that the BRS would relocate the Rajiv 
Gandhi statue to Gandhi Bhavan if  it was voted 
to power in next Assembly elections.

In a statement here on Monday, Rama Rao con-
demned the state government’s “shameful act” of  
installing Rajiv Gandhi statue “undermining the 
identity of  Telangana”.

In protest against Chief  Minister A Revanth 
Reddy’s action, the BRS working president called 
upon party workers and leaders to conduct ‘paal 
abhishekam’ to all Telangana Talli statues across 
the state on Tuesday. He also urged the BRS cadre 
and Telangana supporters to express their dissent 
against the Congress government’s decision.

Rama Rao stated that the entire Telangana so-
ciety was deeply hurt by the installation of  Rajiv 

Gandhi statue in a place meant 
for Telangana Talli. He advised 
the chief  minister to rectify this 
mistake immediately saying that 
“otherwise, the people of  Telan-
gana would teach a lesson at the 
right time”. 

Rama Rao clarified that while 
they had no objection to the Congress govern-
ment installing a Rajiv Gandhi statue, they were 
opposed to its location as the spot has been ear-
marked for the statue of  Telangana Talli. He re-
minded that KCR had chosen this location in July 
2023 for the Telangana Talli statue, a decision 
widely accepted by Telangana society. 

The BRS working president said that his party 
would take steps to ensure that the Telangana 
Talli statue was installed in its rightful place. He 
reminded that the BRS had always cautioned 
about the Congress compromising the self-respect 
of  Telangana for “slavery of  Delhi” if  it came to 
power. “Revanth Reddy is doing exactly that — 
prioritising the approval of  Delhi bosses over the 
sentiments of  Telangana people. Those who com-
promise Telangana’s identity for political gains 
would face political extinction,” he said. 

The BRS working president said that BRS was 
the only party that would fight without compro-
mising on Telangana’s identity and interests. He 
said that BRS stands for the welfare of  Telangana 
people, not for the approval of  Delhi bosses and 
would continue to be the shield protecting Telan-
gana’s interests.

Revanth made 
TPCC chief 
with my help: 
Kaushik Reddy
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

BRS MLA Padi Kaushik Reddy 
claimed that he was responsi-
ble for Chief  Minister A 
Revanth Reddy becoming the 
TPCC chief. “Revanth Reddy 
came to my house and fell at my 
feet with a request to make him 
TPCC chief,” Kaushik Reddy 
told reporters here on Monday. 

“The chief  minister himself  
admitted that he sent people to 
attack my residence. It is a very 
shameful act on the part of  the 
chief  minister,” Kaushik Reddy 
said. The MLA said that he was 
receiving threatening calls and 
warned that the chief  minister 
would be held responsible if  
anything happened to him. 

He also alleged that as TPCC 
chief, Revanth took `25 crore 
from Etala Rajender and an-
nounced that Rajender would 
win in the Assembly elections. 
“That is why I quit Congress 
and joined the BRS,” Kaushik 
Reddy claimed.

His party colleague MLA KP 
Vivekananda alleged that the 
law and order situation has de-
teriorated after Congress came 
to power in the state. After the 
directive of  the High Court, all 
the 10 MLAs who switched 
their loyalty from the BRS to 
the Congress were feeling inse-
cure, Vivekananda said 

As the BRS plans to take ac-
tion against the defected MLAs, 
the chief  minister started di-
versionary politics and sent 
Arekapudi Gandhi to the resi-
dence of  Kaushik Reddy, 
Vivekananda alleged. If  the 
BRS does not get justice on dis-
qualification petitions, the par-
ty leaders would meet the Pres-
ident, he disclosed.

Minister N Uttam Kumar Reddy chairs the sub-committee meeting on SC categorisation 
in Hyderabad on Monday. Ministers D Sridhar Babu and D Rajanarasimha are also seen 

In Gujarat, Bhatti hardsells TG’s renewable energy potential
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad 

DEPUTY Chief  Minister Mallu 
Bhatti Vikramarka on Monday 
revealed that the state govern-
ment aims to add an additional 
40,000 MW in Renewable Ener-
gy (RE) by 2035. 

Vikramarka said that the 
state government was develop-
ing a comprehensive renewable 
energy policy to ensure sus-
tainable, reliable and afforda-
ble power, promote RE projects 
a n d  a t t r a c t  p r i v a t e 
investments.

Addressing the Global Re-
newable Energy Investors Meet 
and Expo in Gandhinagar, Gu-
jarat, Vikramarka said that 
with over 300 days of  sunshine, 

Telangana has an estimated so-
lar potential of  approximately 
26.4 GW. Stating that Telangana 
was one of  the top windy states 
in India, he said that there is 
wind potential of  approximate-
ly 54 GW at 150 meters. 

“The state has two major hy-
dro projects with pump opera-
tions in Srisailam and Nagarju-
nasagar. There is further 
potential to undertake Pumped 
Storage Projects (PSP), utilis-
ing reservoirs or lift irrigation 
projects or abandoned mines 
etc. Other RE potential includes 
green hydrogen, geothermal 
and mini-hydel,” the deputy 
CM added. 

He said: “India has set an am-
bitious goal of  adding 500 GW 
of  renewable energy capacity, 

and Telangana, with its dynam-
ic economy and thriving indus-
tries, including IT, pharmaceu-

ticals and manufacturing, 
intends to lead this transforma-
tion of  balancing growing en-
ergy needs with a commitment 
to sustainability.” 

Announcing that the state 
government was formulating 
the comprehensive renewable 
energy policy, Vikramarka 
said that the key features of  
this policy include investment 
incentives such as tax benefits 
and subsidies, single-window 
clearances, transparent re-
source allocation and procure-
ment guidelines, a robust in-
f r a s t r u c t u r e  p l a n  f o r 
transmission and grid connec-
tivity. The state is also promot-
ing partnerships with re-
search institutions, incentives 
for RE manufacturers, he add-

ed. He urged the investors to 
j o i n  t h e  “ T e l a n g a n a 
Mission”.

“The upcoming initiatives 
of  the government such as Ar-
tificial Intelligence City (AI 
City) and Future City center-
ing around sustainable tech-
nologies as well as the Region-
al Ring Road (RRR) connecting 
key industrial corridors, as 
well as the Musi Riverfront 
Development Project, are ex-
pected to drive the energy 
growth further. Telangana’s 
abundant resources, its skilled 
workforce, and pro-business 
initiatives such as TS-iPASS, 
offer compelling opportunities 
for companies in the renewa-
ble energy sector to thrive,” 
Vikramarka said.

A L L  C H A R G E D  U P

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka addresses the Global 
Renewable Energy Investors Meet and 
Expo in Gandhinagar, Gujarat on Monday

JUSTICE 
LEAGUE

Notices to Revenue officials 
in contempt plea

Justice CV Bhaskar Reddy of  the Telangana High Court 
has issued notices to the Ameerpet Metropolitan Commis-
sioner and other relevant authorities in a contempt case 

related to alleged encroachment on ancestral property.
The case was filed by Ali Bin Mohammed Bhakan, who 

claims ownership and possession of  land in Bum Rukun 
Dowla village, Rajendranagar mandal. The petitioner al-
leged that the authorities wilfully disobeyed court orders.

In an earlier writ plea, the judge had directed the respond-
ents to refrain from interfering with the petitioner’s peace-
ful possession without issuing proper notice and following 
due process of  law. However, according to the petitioner, the 
authorities have failed to comply with these directives.

Senior counsel L Ravichander argued that the respond-
ents’ non-compliance amounted to contempt of  court. In 
light of  this, Justice Reddy ordered notices to the authorities 
and adjourned the matter for further hearing.

Plea against order on land 
record corrections junked

A bench of  the Telangana High Court has upheld a deci-
sion of  a single judge in a land dispute case dismissing 
a writ appeal filed by one Sagi Hanumantha Rao.

The appellant claimed rights to over 64.5 acres of  agricul-
tural land in Kondapalli village, Gangadhar mandal of  Ka-
rimnagar district, through his mother, who he said pur-
chased it in 1963. However, the names of  some individuals 
were wrongly entered in the possessory column of  the land 
records, Hanumantha Rao said.

The government pleader, however, argued that the appel-
lant’s mother had approached the RDO for corrections after 
a prolonged delay of  57 years. The special tribunal had right-
ly dismissed her appeal, and the single judge had correctly 
confirmed this decision.

The bench agreed with the single judge’s assessment and 
dismissed the writ appeal. The appellant was granted the lib-
erty to approach the competent civil court to ascertain his title 
and possession over the subject property if  he so desired.

Revanth: KTR would have sold 
tea in Siddipet if not for late PM
F R O M  P A G E  3

The chief  minister praised Rajiv Gan-
dhi, stating that he took charge when 
the nation was in crisis.

“Rajiv Gandhi gave the right to vote 
to 18-year-olds, empowering the youth. 
He is credited with amending the Con-
stitution to provide more powers and 
funds to gram panchayats and introduc-
ing women’s reservation in local bod-
ies. Rajiv Gandhi also spearheaded the 
technological revolution in India,” the 
chief  minister said.

Taking a jab at KTR, Revanth said: 
“If  not for Rajiv Gandhi’s introduction 
of  computers in the country, KTR might 
have had to sell idlis and eggs in Guntur 
or tea in Siddipet. KTR has reached this 
level because of  Rajiv Gandhi’s vision, 
yet the BRS leadership remains arro-
gant despite having lost power in the 
state.”

He then issued a challenge to those 
threatening to remove Rajiv Gandhi’s 
statue: “Let them come. I will see what 

happens. The BRS government was 
asleep for 10 years, and today the Con-
gress government is installing the Tel-
angana Talli statue inside the Secretar-
iat. On December 9 this year, the 
Telangana Talli statue will be unveiled 
at the Secretariat.”

Revanth also criticised KCR, stating 
that the former chief  minister did not 
pay his last respects to Konda Laxman 
Bapuji, a noted Telangana freedom 
fighter who had given shelter to BRS 
leaders. He announced that his govern-
ment had named the IIHT after Laxman 
Bapuji, renamed the women’s univer-
sity after Ilamma and would rename the 
Telugu University after Suravaram 
Prathapareddy.

The chief  minister also accused KCR 
of  instigating his party members after 
having lost power: “The Kalakeya gang 
has turned into a swarm of  locusts, 
ready to attack and devour Telangana 
again. I appeal to the people to be on 
high alert and throw out this army of  
locusts from Telangana.”

The statue of former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi unveiled by Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy on Monday, 
is seen with the full  moon in the background, near the Martyrs Memorial in the evening |  VINAY MADAPU

E X P R E S S  R E A D

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
89.96 lakh

food security cards

281.70 lakh
total beneficiaries

54.45 lakhs
NFSA (central) cards

191.69 
lakhs

beneficiaries

35.51 lakhs
(state) cards

90.01 lakh
beneficiaries

The state govt will extend ex-gratia of `5 lakh each to the family of workers who 
die in the Gulf, with December 7, 2023 being the cut-off date. Chief Secretary 
Santhi Kumari issued orders to this effect on Monday. The govt also decided to 
set up a panel to examine various aspects for the welfare of Gulf workers

`5L EX GRATIA TO 
KIN OF DECEASED 

GULF WORKERS

Credit for merger goes 
to Cong: Chinna Reddy 
Hyderabad: Stating that Sardar 

Patel played a key role in the 
merger of erstwhile Hyderabad 

state with the Indian Union, 
Planning Board Vice-Chairman G 

Chinna Reddy said that the credit 
goes to the Congress. He alleged 

that the BJP and other parties 
were now talking about the 

merger without being aware of 
the history 

Donations continue to 
pour into CMRF
Actor K Chiranjeevi on Monday 
met the Telangana CM and 
handed over two cheques worth 
`50 lakh each for relief measures 
on behalf of himself and his son 
Ram Charan.  Galla Aruna Kumari 
donated `1 crore on behalf of the 
Amara Raja Group. Former MP 
Mekapati Rajamohan Reddy 
donated `25 lakh while actor Sai 
Dharam Tej gave `10 lakh.



WHEN YOU 
REACH THE

END OF YOUR 
ROPE, TIE A 

KNOT IN IT AND 
HANG ON

FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

CHANGE OF NAME
I, G. Venkata Rami Reddy (Ex-Army), 
S/o Kasi Reddy, R/o: No. 13-6-
798/A/189/E/3, Ambedkar Nagar 
Phase-II, Bapughat, Langer House, 
Hyderabad - 08, Telangana, hereby 
declare that in my service records, 
my son’s name is mentioned as 
G.MANEESH REDDY. However, 
in some testimonials, it appears 
as GORANTLA MANEESH REDDY. 
Henceforth, he shall be known as 
G.MANEESH REDDY for all purposes.
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GRAM SABHAS IN 13,326 PANCHAYATS CREATE WORLD RECORD IN ANDHRA
The Grama Sabhas organised in all the 13,326 Gram Panchayats on a single day on 
August 23 with the initiative of Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan created a World Record. 
Pawan was given a medal at a programme in Hyderabad by the World Records Union

Minister comes up with 
container school idea  
to beat Forest Act rules
B  K A R T H E E K  @ Hyderabad

To overcome the practical con-
straints that come in the way of  
constructing permanent struc-
tures in core forest areas, Pan-
chayat Raj and Rural Develop-
m e n t  M i n i s t e r  D a n s a r i 
Anasuya has come up with an 
idea of  setting up container 
schools and hospitals.

The minister will be inaugu-
rating one such school set up at 
Bangarupalli hamlet of  Kann-
aigudem mandal in the Kanta-
napalli forest area. The minis-
ter already inaugurated a 
container hospital in the same 
hamlet.

The locals brought the issue 
of  the pathetic condition of  the 
local state-run school to the no-
tice of  the minister. She, then, 
asked the district collector to 
explore the alternative possi-

bilities to set up a proper educa-
tion and medical facility.

The minister ensured  the re-
lease of  `13 lakhs for the crea-
tion of  infrastructure which 
included state of  art furniture. 
The school has a length and 
width of  25X25 feet.

Anasuya has demanded that 
the Centre relax rules for  con-
structing permanent struc-
tures like schools and hospitals 
in the agency areas.

She sought an amendment to 
the Forest Acts accordingly. 
She pointed out that the strin-
gent rules framed under the 
forest laws were making it dif-
ficult for the local administra-
tion to lay pipelines and elec-
tricity lines. 

She said that they were cur-
rently dependent on solar pow-
er for supplying water and 
electricity.

Chilkur priest attends 
blood donation camp in 
mosque on Milad-un-Nabi
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Hyderabad

IN a display of  interfaith 
solidarity, Chilkur Balaji 
temple head priest CS Ran-
garajan on Monday partici-
pated in a blood donation 
drive organised by the Help-
ing Hand Foundation 
(HHF), a healthcare NGO, 
on the occasion of  Milad-
un-Nabi at Masjid-E-Mu-
h a m m e d  H u s s a i n , 
Rajendranagar. 

The drive was organised 
to collect blood for children 
being treated for cancer at 
the MNJ Cancer Hospital. 
Children with cancer, most-
ly with acute leukemia need 
regular transfusions while 
undergoing chemotherapy, 
the NGO said. 

As per data from MNJ 
Cancer Hospital, nearly 100 
units of  blood are required 
in the hospital daily, where 
nearly 2,500 major and 4,000 
minor surgeries are per-
formed annually. 

HHF and the temple have 
been working for the last 

five years in promoting in-
terfaith dialogue, commu-
nal harmony and peace at a 
time when increasing po-
larisation between the ma-
jority Hindu community 
and the principal minority 
community is frosty and at 
its lowest ebb, a release 
from the NGO said.

Rangarajan and HHF 
founder Mujtaba Hussain 
Askari are batchmates from 
OU and reconnected with 
each other while helping a 
Dalit woman who was in 
need of  hearing aids. HHF 
sponsored the hearing aids 
in 2019.

Centre’s test reveals DL smart cards in TG vulnerable to data breach: NGO
A J A Y  T O M A R  @ Hyderabad

A Punjab-based NGO, Raahat, 
has claimed that several smart 
cards issued in Telangana for 
vehicle registration certificates 
(RCs) and driving licences 
(DLs) were found to be non-
compliant upon being tested by 
the Union government’s tech-
nology partner, the National 
Information Centre (NIC). The 

NIC functions under the Minis-
try of  Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology (MeitY).

On the sidelines of  a press 
conference in Hyderabad, the 
complainant Kamal Soi, chair-
man of  Raahat, told TNIE, “ In 
June, the NIC’s Smart Card 
Technology Division had con-
firmed to me that they had re-
ceived 20 cards as samples with 
two different answers to reset 

(ATR). However, upon testing 
with an OEM tool to identify 
the chip maker and model,  
they found that 12 cards  
were non-compliant for chip-
maker Samsung and chip model 
- S3K140A,”   

In May, Soi alleged that the 
chips in the smart cards, sup-
plied by Colorplast India Pri-
vate Limited, were manufac-
tured in China and vulnerable 

to data breaches. He said the 
chips did not comply with 
Smart Card Operating System 
for Transport Application 
(SCOSTA) guidelines. 

On Monday, Soi displayed a 
letter from the former Trans-
port Commissioner to the TGT-
SL and a show cause notice to 
Colorplast dated June 24 direct-
ing the latter to submit its re-
sponse within 10 days. 

“But to my knowledge no re-
sponse from Colorplast has been 
received by the department so 
far despite the passing of  over 
three months,” he added and de-
manded the authorities black-
list the company from partici-
pating in any future tenders. 

TNIE contacted Transport 
department officials regarding 
the allegations but has not re-
ceived a response yet.

Chikungunya bigger menace than  
dengue at present, say doctors
178 chikungunya cases reported in TG between January and August

A A R T I  K A S H Y A P  @ Hyderabad

FOLLOWING the dengue panic 
at the beginning of  this year’s 
monsoon, chikungunya has 
now turned into a bigger men-
ace in terms of  vector-borne 
diseases in Hyderabad. As per 
the official data of  the state 
health department,  6,405 
dengue,178 chikungunya, 200 
malaria and 6,192 fever cases 
have been recorded in Telanga-
na from January to August 31.

Although influenza contin-
ues to plague the city with 
colds, coughs, fever, and body 
aches, chikungunya is taking a 
bigger toll on the health of  peo-
ple, especially due to post-viral 
chronic chikungunya arthritis 
(CCA), also known as postviral 
arthropathy.

The post-viral arthropathy, 
identified by severe joint pains, 
can be experienced in patients
for more than five weeks after 
recovery and can be debilitat-
ing. Doctors said that at present, 
mild dengue, chikungunya and 
influenza patients continue to 
show up in significant numbers 
daily, with 5-10 chikungunya 
cases witnessed every day.

Dr Naveen Kumar, consult-
ant physician at a leading pri-

vate hospital, told TNIE, “We 
do have dengue cases coming 
in but right now it is the com-
bination of  dengue, chikun-
gunya and influenza that is af-
fecting people’s health severely. 
Even patients with post-viral 
compilations are showing up 
after recovery from the vector-
borne diseases, which is pro-
longing their overall recovery. 
The usual recovery phase of  a 
viral infection is about one to 
two weeks, we are seeing pa-

tients taking more time to re-
cover from the post-viral 
effects.”

Doctors also noted that 
chikungunya cases this year 
were the most severe in the last 
ten years and dengue was com-
paratively milder.

Dr Avash Pani, consultant 
paediatrician at another lead-
ing private hospital in the city, 
said, “We are seeing at least 10 
patients of  viral fevers in the 
OPD, especially influenza and 
chikungunya. There are some 
mild dengue cases too, which 
are recovering at home with 
medications. In the days ahead, 
influenza will be a bigger con-
cern and a spike is expected, 
although we see less dengue 
cases.”

Doctors underscored the dif-
ferentiating symptoms between 
dengue and chikungunya. They 
said while in dengue there 
would be a severe headache, 
pain behind the eyes and back 
pain, and chikungunya would 
manifest severe joint pains. 
Children under five years of  
age, pregnant women, elderly 
and persons with comorbid 
conditions were at a higher 
r i s k  o f  v i r a l - r e l a t e d 
complications.

(Top) A container 
school set up 

in Bangarupalli 
hamlet of 

Kannaigudem 
mandal in 

Kantanapalli 
forest area. 

(Right) An 
interior view of 

the school
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Meanwhile, taking to X, singer 
Chinmayi Sripada said, “Jani 
Master basically started abus-
ing this girl when she was a mi-
nor… I truly wish this girl all 
the strength to fight through 
this.”

The complainant said that 
Jani Master ransacked her 
home, vandalised her vehicle, 
sent threatening parcels and 
even sent unknown men to in-
timidate her. She further 
claimed that he pressured her 
to convert to his religion and 
marry him, and that his wife 
had also assaulted her at her 
residence. On one occasion, he 
allegedly grabbed her hair and 
smashed her head against a 
mirror inside a vanity van.

The woman also stated that 
Jani Master used his influence 
in the industry to prevent her 
from getting hired for projects, 
depriving her of  job opportuni-
ties. Initially registered as a 
zero FIR, the case was later 
transferred to the Narsingi po-
lice for further investigation. It 
was registered under Sections 
376 (2)(n) (repeated rape), 506 
(criminal intimidation) and 323 
(voluntarily causing hurt) of  
the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

Recently conferred  
national award
Jani Master began his career 

as a choreographer in 2009 and 
has worked in over 80 films,  
including Eega, Jai Ho, Baahu-
bali: The Beginning and Geetha 
Govindam, collaborating with 
stars such as Rajinikanth, Sal-
man Khan, Prabhas, Ram Cha-
ran, Jr NTR, Vijay Deverakon-
da, Ravi Teja, Nani and Allu 
Arjun. 

The choreographer was re-
cently conferred a National 
Award for his work on the song 
‘Megam Karukkatha’ from the 
2022 film Thiruchitrambalam, 
sharing the award with Sathish 
Krishnan. 

His most recent project  
was the 2023 Rajinikanth-star-
rer Jailer.

Jani is also a supporter of  
Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief  
Minister and Jana Sena Party 
president Pawan Kalyan and 
campaigned for him during the 
recent Assembly elections. 
However, on Monday, the JSP 
released a statement on X, di-
recting Jani Master to stay 
away from party activities after 
the case was registered against 
him.

Taking cognisance of  the is-
sue, the Telugu Film Chamber 
of  Commerce said an Internal 
Grievance Committee (ICC) 
will be convened and the in-
quiry will proceed as per the 
guidelines of  the POSH Act, 
2013.

(With inputs from BH Harsh)

Jani used influence to prevent 
victim from getting hired: FIR

Recovery takes weeks 
Post-viral chronic chikungunya 
arthritis, identified by severe 
joint pains, can be witnessed 
in patients for more than  
five weeks after recovery  
and can be debilitating.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Hyderabad man drowns in Canada lake
Hyderabad: A man from Hyderabad, who had completed  

his Masters recently in Canada, drowned while he  
was swimming with his friends in a lake in Toronto. The 

deceased, Praneeth, was a resident of Meerpet and went to 
celebrate his brother’s birthday at the lake.

CM extends `10L aid for scribe’s treatment
Hyderabad : Chief Minister Revanth Reddy has extended 

financial assistance of `10 lakh for medical expenses of a senior 
journalist working for a Telugu daily, KVNSS Prakash, who is 

undergoing treatment at a hospital in Delhi. Prakash was 
admitted to the hospital three days ago after suffering a blood 

clot in his brain. Upon learning about his health condition, 
Revanth immediately responded and directed officials to 

sanction `10 lakh for his medical expenses. A cheque will be 
handed over by officials to his family in Delhi on Tuesday.

Gauri Lankesh case: 4 accused get bail
Bengaluru: The Karnataka High Court granted bail to four 
accused, who allegedly conspired to murder journalist and 

progressive thinker Gauri Lankesh. Justice S Vishwajith Shetty 
passed the order recently to release them with conditions.  

Accused numbers 6, 9, 13 and 16 were granted bail. 

Chilkur temple priest CS 
Rangarajan at a blood donation 
camp in Hyderabad on Monday



FTER hitting a few air pockets, 
Anubhav Sinha’s series IC 814, 
about the Kathmandu-Delhi 
Air India plane that was hi-
jacked by ISI agents in 1999 and 
force-landed in Kandahar, is 
now cruising well.

The air pockets were due to the ‘hurt 
sentiments of  Hindus’. The terrorists 
were referred to by code names—Chief, 
Doctor, Burger, Bhola and Shankar. The 
last two names, associated with Lord 
Shiva, were ‘politically motivated’, they 
said, to extenuate the terrorist elements. 
The OTT platform duly issued clarifica-
tions and disclaimers. ‘Sorry’ is the col-
lective password for our times.

IC 814 is not the first such product sub-
jected to a social media boycott: Anubhav 
Sinha’s own Article 370 ( problem: Kashmir 
sensitivities), Aamir Khan’s Lal Singh Chad-
dha (majority community unfairly seen as 
intolerant of  minority rights), Akshay Ku-
mar’s Raksha Bandhan (adverse remarks on 
sanatan dharma), Ranbir Kapoor’s Brah-
mastra (hero’s meat-eating habits in real life 
pitted against the character he portrays), 
and Shah Rukh Khan’s Pathaan (SRK being
‘partial’ to Pakistan in the past). 

As for the efforts in cancellation spon-
sored by the liberals: Sandeep Reddy Van-
ga’s Kabir Singh (toxic masculinity), 
Vivek Agnihotri’s The Kashmir Files (gas-
lighting the Muslim community), Sudipto 
Sen’s The Kerala Files, (exaggerating the 
threat of  love jihad), Reddy Vanga’s Ani-
mal (toxic masculinity), and Vinay Shar-
ma’s JNU (politically unfair and regres-
sive), to name a few recent instances. 

A cancellation call is a drumbeat of  ex-
ecution by other means. The underlying 
motive is always to censor imagination. 
The objections are limited to political, reli-
gious or cultural content. It is rarely about 
how these movies triumph or fail as art.

The idea of  cancellation, pioneered into 
existence primarily by the liberals and now 
resorted to by the right, is a movement away 
from aesthetics that’s a fundamental condi-
tion of  the arts. The Kashmir Files’ prob-
lem, for example, is not so much about truth 
or its distortion, as it is not a documentary. 
It is the grossness of  form. The poor aes-
thetics generate distaste, not catharsis. Leni 
Riefenstahl was a Nazi propagandist, but 
her Triumph of  Will is still art. 

The culture of  cancellation, pioneered 
by the political and cultural left as a cor-
rective movement and now equally weap-
onised by the religious and cultural right, 

is effectively thought-policing. It does not 
respect the idea of  imagination. It resists 
the idea of  the idea. This is an Indian en-
demic. If  patriotism for the right is a 
means to justify the shackling of  the im-
agination, political correctness for the left 
serves pretty much the same purpose. Both 
converge and shake hands on censorship.

Art’s purpose is rarely catechism and 
mostly inspiration. It is the forum where 

we play out the human potential to its max-
imum, the full play to your dark and golden 
shadows, as Carl Jung might phrase it. A 
forum for the human mind to find its re-
lease, and rehearse its great tragedies.  

Aspiration in this direction risks the la-
bel of  effete decadence. It is not. A beautiful 
thing, man or woman—perfect form—is 
precious because he/she inspires. Beauty 
is an idea. It was Stendhal who said beauty 
holds the promise of  happiness. If  art is the 
approximation towards the idea of  perfec-
tion, it fulfills its purpose. America, for in-
stance, is all art. Its superpower is ideas. Its 
wealth is a byproduct of  ideas/patents. 

The reason why our start-ups do not get 
anywhere is that the Indian venture capital-
ist has little respect for ideas. All he wants 

is the return on his investments in six 
months. Even in traditional technologies, 
from cars to computers, roads to rockets, In-
dia makes do with borrowed imagination. 
Besides the idea of  satyagraha, what might 
be a reasonable modern Indian invention?

Why should the general run of  our mov-
ies be any different? Almost all movies men-
tioned here fail because they dare not be 
beautiful, or experientially transformative. 
Yet, we conduct protest marches in the cause 
of  free speech. Well, we cannot have free 
speech in a culture phobic of  imagination.

Year 2047 is the magic moment when 
India is supposed to emerge as a fully de-
veloped nation. The BJP and RSS believe 
we were once a great nation—especially 
in the Gupta period (320-550 CE). This is 
not without substance. 

In a recently-published excerpt from 
his latest book, The Golden Road: How An-
cient India Transformed The World (which 
I am yet to read), William Dalrymple talks 
about the great contribution that Aryab-
hata (476-550 CE) and Brahmagupta (598-
670 CE) made in mathematics. I cannot 
but observe that this endorsement of  the 
Indian past from Dalrymple, a die-hard 
liberal, would warm the cockles of  the 
Hindu heart. Especially since the narra-
tive is couched in the currently-fashiona-
ble language of  apologia flowing from the 
white male guilt of  the coloniser.

But assuming our future, after a fash-
ion, is in the past, a sophisticated return 
to it still cannot account for the great 
gaps in the Indian imagination that once 
invented the 0, but then lost count.

In the 1980s, Allan Bloom’s The Closing 
of  the American Mind attacked the US 
university system that encouraged an ap-
proach to scholarship based on moral 
relativism as it undermined critical 
thinking. Bloom uncannily anticipated 
the reigning woke culture. 

Foreign invasions or otherwise, the In-
dian mind has been in closure for over a 
thousand years. It is terrified of  the art of  
ideas. IC 814 was rescued, but its represen-
tation as an idea remains endangered.

(Views are personal)
(cpsurendran@gmail.com)
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J G 
Ballard

It is less and less necessary for the writer to invent 
the fictional content of his novel. The fiction is 
already there. The writer’s task is to invent the reality

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

NE day in February 2024, I was 
on a flight from Mumbai to 
Bengaluru. Sat next to me was 
a young girl of  14. Sitting across 
the aisle and travelling with 
her was her older brother, all 
of  19. The two were on their 

way to see their grandmother. Ria is just 
into her early teens and Rishabh (names 
changed with permission) is just about 
in the last of  his teenage years. 

The bubbly Ria settled into her seat 
and immediately started chatting me up 
with a signature comment of  a frequent 
flyer, “I hate aisle seats.” “So, you fly a 
lot?” I asked, and thus began our conver-
sation. We spoke a lot, but there is one big 
thing that caught my attention. At some 
point, I asked her a question we ‘oldies’ 
love to ask the ‘youngies’ (forgive the 
ageism, please): “What’s your ambition, 
Ria?” Pop came the reply without a 
pause, “I want to be a fashion blogger.” 

Midway through the flight, I requested 
Ria if  she could switch seats with 
Rishabh. She obliged. “What’s your ambi-
tion, Rishabh?” was popped at him, too. 
Without a thought, Rishabh said he want-
ed to be a radio jockey and that he was 
already checking out how to go about it.

This planted a thought in my head—to 
check out from the larger India, quite 
apart from the hallowed space of  air-trav-
ellers, what the ambition of  the new 
young are. I started research across ur-
ban and rural spaces. We talk of  475 ur-
ban agglomerations in India today and a 
whopping 6,43,700 villages; my research 
covered a nano percentage of  these. But 
it is nevertheless telling.

New India and the new Indian are di-
vided in ambition. While urban folk by 
and large are now experimenting with 
ambition that is less solid in its intent 
than ever before, rural Indians have 
embraced the ambitions that exclusive-
ly belonged to the Gen Y and Gen Z 
folks of  urban India. 

The research exercise was carried out 
in three spaces: urban, rural and deep-
rural. The target segment interviewed 
were only those born during or after 
2010. The youngest was 10 years old and 
the oldest 14. The idea was to track into 
the mind and mood of  the Alpha genera-
tion and do a quick check on their ambi-
tions as they become a vital part of  fu-
ture India. The diagnostics that emerged 
tell a story of  their own.

Let me start with the answers from 
Cluster 1, which belongs to the urban 
space you and I are most familiar with. 
The young from our big urban agglom-
erations tend to swing towards jobs 

and vocations that look more like the 
avocations and hobbies of  yore. The 
yen to love what you do overpowers 
their decision-making in this sphere. 
Even as we read this, we need to be 
careful not to prejudge any of  it. We 
must not pass a value-judgement on 
anything they say or feel. It’s their 
mind, their life and their thoughts.

Society has impacted them through 
many tools. There is media (by and 
large social and digital media), the edu-
cation system they are in, politics, in-
fluencers from sports and cinema, and 
the fast-evolving business ecosystem 
they are exposed to.

While none of  them are really earn-
ers in this ecosystem, they sure are 
spenders. They know where their pock-

et money (and their parents’ money) is 
going today, and that one factor seems 
to influence their decision-making on 
careers and ambitions. Let me cut the 
chase. 87.3 percent  of  those met indi-
cate a desire to be in the services part of  
the economy, while 12.4 percent  want to 
be in the ‘manufacturing’ space. The an-
ecdotal and miniscule other set wants 
to dabble in ‘agriculture’.

The verdict is clear in urban India. The 
space to be in is services. It is glamorous, 
ubiquitous, consumer-centric, front-end-
ed and seems to exhibit the ability to 
earn money and margins irrational to ef-
fort, as opposed to the other two sectors. 
The key ambitions are to be an influenc-
er, blogger, television anchor, retail per-
son, and in e-commerce, digital market-

ing, 5G/6G technology development, and 
the most obvious one—an artificial intel-
ligence or machine language developer.

Cluster 2 folks in the rural markets 
are a whole bit different. They are get-
ting aggressively educated and want to 
move away from what their parents 
have been doing. In this set, 41 percent 
want to be in services. The services they 
talk about are a bit different than the 
urban folk. Banking is big. IT, ITES and 
civil services, starting with the IPS. 
Medicine and engineering are big hits 
here. As is teaching. A big chunk of  51.5 
percent want to be in manufacturing. 
There is big ambition to own their own 
units rather than work for others.

A paltry 7.5 percent want to be in agri-
culture. Even here, the desire is to be in 
spaces away from the food crops culti-
vated by their parents. Horticulture, seri-
culture, prawn farming and even wind-
mills to harvest energy are the spaces 
being talked about. 

The folks in deep-rural markets are 
the ones who are talking of  the future 
in a rather futuristic manner. Their 
choices may sound ‘rustic’, but if  you 
sit back and think, they are all about 
what the markets will want in the fu-
ture. Out here, 56.2 percent want to be in 
core agriculture. They want to do better 
at what their fathers and grandfathers 
have been doing. They speak the lan-
guage of  ‘natural agriculture’. This 
cluster is talking of  studying the sci-
ences. Biology, physics, maths and geog-
raphy are big hits. Engineering is a pas-
sion. Joining the armed forces (the 
army, in particular) is an ambition. 
Teaching is spoken about in hushed 
tones as an ambition of  high repute.

Then, 41 percent in this deep-rural 
cluster want to be in manufacturing. 
The idea of  making life in the village 
self-sufficient is just about gathering 
steam. “Why must I go out of  my vil-
lage and leave my family, food and 
friends, when I can really stay here?” 
is the moot question. The accent is still 
on working for others. The rest seem a 
confused lot as of  now.

So the ambition of  the young in the 
three Indias explored seem different. For-
tunately for us, if  you add it all up, I think 
we are sorted. The three parts of  India 
are in many ways working in tandem 
with one another. Ours is a country that 
will not see imbalance. The three parts 
have their own self-balancing mecha-
nisms at play. And this sure is the real bal-
ance of  India of  the future. What say?

(Views are personal)
(harishbijoor@hotmail.com)

O

SAVING IC 814 AND OTHER  
FLIGHTS OF IMAGINATION

DREAMS OF
THE YOUTH IN
THREE INDIAS

HARISH BIJOOR Brand Guru and Founder, Harish Bijoor Consults

Cancel culture was pioneered by 
the left as a corrective movement. 
It’s now equally weaponised by the 
religious and cultural right. It does not 
respect the idea of imagination. IC 814 
is not the only recent entertainment 
product hit by such turbulence from 
either side of the ideological divide

Young Indians in urban, rural and deep-rural areas have markedly 
different ambitions about their careers. Thankfully, these 

disparate aspirations add up to a vibrant, balanced country

SOURAV ROY

C P SURENDRAN Poet, novelist, and screenplay writer. His latest 
novel is One Love and the Many Lives of Osip B

Empty catchword
Ref: Semiconductor nationalism will  take us 
nowhere (Sep 16). Too much bragging before 
we achieve anything is a common trait of PM 
Narendra Modi. Development seems to be just 
another empty catchword of the PM.
Subramanian Anantharaman, Chennai

Young sanyasi
Ref: Journey of a young boy into sainthood 
(Sep 16). The narration of how such a  
young boy left the family to learn Vedic 
metres, different languages, yoga, and  
music as the head of the Matha is interesting. 
The craving for his mother and favourite  
food was overcome with rigorous training.  
It  was not easy to head a Matha at a 
young age, but with the grace of goddess 
Kamakshi, Ginni was transformed into Sri 
Chandrasekarendra Saraswati.
Prema P, Thanjavur

Kamakshi’s grace
The Mahaswamy always had a soft corner for 
the poor and the downtrodden. The grace of 
goddess Kamakshi always worked through 
him. All  his gestures conveyed the glory of a 
great tradition that he started. 
G Nataraja Perumal, Elathur

Immigration worries
Ref: B’desh, Rohingya infiltrations  
major threat to J’khand: Modi (Sep 16).  
In a statement, PM Modi warned against  
the infiltration of Rohingyas from 
Bangladesh into Jharkhand, describing it  
as a severe threat to security. His remarks 
point to a rising apprehension of illegal 
migration affecting neighbourhood 
management and safety.
Garima Singh, Dhenkanal 

Kejri calculation
Ref: Kejri  plays resignation card (Sep 16). 
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal is taking a calculated 
risk by offering to quit at a time when Delhi 
assembly elections are not far off. He is 
definitely playing on the sentimental  
aspect to woo the electorate. Whether it  
is a master stroke or a massive risk will  be 
known only after the polls.
Govardhana Myneedu, Vijayawada

Misreading mandate
Kejriwal announced his imminent resignation 
to seek a certificate of honesty from the 
public. One may ask the beleaguered CM,  
why not just wait for the verdict of the  
court in the excise policy scam? Either he 
is not too sure of his own innocence or the 
fairness of the judicial system. A popular 
mandate is not a sine qua non for a  
political leader ’s honesty.
S R Patnaik, Bhubaneswar
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KEJRIWAL’S RESIGNATION 
DRAMA ATTEMPT TO WIPE  

TAINT OF CORRUPTION 

A
FTER doggedly refusing to demit office for more  
than five months since he was arrested on March  
21 in an excise policy scam, Delhi Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal announced he will soon do exactly 
that. The announcement came a couple of days after 

he was released on bail from Tihar jail by the Supreme 
Court. While the bench relaxed most of  the bail conditions, 
those by a coordinate bench left him hobbled as they had 
disallowed him from visiting the chief  minister’s office  
and the Delhi secretariat. His powers to sign files were also 
severely restricted. The logical next step was to go back  
to the court to get the constraints removed. For, Hemant 
Soren was not subjected to such conditions when he got bail 
from the SC after 149 days in prison in a land scam. Soren 
had followed constitutional morality by resigning as 
Jharkhand CM before going to jail, though the statute does 
not say it in so many words. He took back the position in a 
blink after walking out of  jail. 

However, Kejriwal is anything but predictable. He sought 
to conjure a spectacle by claiming he would occupy the  
CM’s chair only after the people’s court cleared his name by 
giving him a fresh mandate. For him, electoral victory  
is the ultimate badge of  honesty, not exoneration by the ju-
diciary. By extension then, all elected lawmakers are clean, 
which is absurd. In the process, he framed the next  
Delhi elections as a Kejriwal-versus-the-rest contest. A prod-
uct of  the anti-corruption movement, his conscience curi-
ously was not pricked when the Delhi administration  
went to seed in the 176 days he was in jail because no policy 
decisions could be taken in the absence of  a functional  
CM. Apparently, he is trying to retake the Mr Clean label 
and shake off  anti-incumbency, as his government’s popu-
larity is visibly slipping.

Since Kejriwal seems not to trust anybody except his wife 
Sunita, it would be a big leap of  faith if  anyone else is chosen 
as his successor as CM. While the state is due for elections 
in February, he sought snap polls in November along with 
Maharashtra. But the poll call can be taken only by the Elec-
tion Commission after the new CM dissolves the assembly 
and formally seeks early elections. The next few days could 
indicate how it would all play out.

NEERAJ MISSED TOP SPOTS, 
BUT MATURED AS ATHLETE

E
VER since Neeraj Chopra won gold at the Tokyo Olym-
pics and later was crowned the world champion, he  
has often hit the No 1 spot in competitions. That’s be-
cause of  his consistency. He touched 89.94 metres in 
mid-2022; so 90 metres was only a natural progression. 

Then he was injured and had to miss the Commonwealth 
Games in 2022. Year 2023 was remarkable with gold at  
the World Championships and Asian Games. However, the 
latest season panned out differently as Neeraj competed in 
fewer events. In terms of  improving his distance, there  
was a bit of  stagnancy. What seemed effortless in the previ-
ous couple of  years, seemed laboured this time. He  
had to rely on his last few throws to ascend the table. There 
have been discussions about a groin injury troubling him 
for some time, but Neeraj did not reveal it until the  
Paris Olympics, where he finished with silver behind  
Arshad Nadeem. He again finished second at the Diamond 
League in Brussels; there, too, he revealed he had fractured 
his left hand days before the event. It has been a year  
of  second finishes and injuries.

But the season presented another side of  Neeraj—of  one 
who would not give up even when things are not going his 
way. At the Olympics, he had only one competitive throw of  
89.45 m. Like most Indian medallists, he could have ended 
his season there. But he stood by his commitment to the 
Diamond League. At Lausanne, where he peaked better, he 
had to rely on his penultimate throw of  89.49 metres to push 
himself  to the second spot. So, for the 26-year-old, it was a 
year he understood his body better, one in which he had to 
be mentally very strong. He might not have improved his 
performance, but he grew as an athlete while finding ways 
to navigate from tight spots.

The next season will be different. The world will see a 
more mature athlete. He has to take care of  his adductor—
deciding soon on whether to go for surgery or rehab, so that 
he is fit for the next season. With the World Championships 
scheduled next September, he would get time to recover. And 
he would want to defend the gold he won in Budapest.

Q U I C K  TA K E

NURTURING YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS

THE launch of  Bhaskar (Bharat Startup Knowledge Ac-
cess Registry), a digital platform for the country’s startup 
ecosystem, is a welcome move. It expands on the Startup 

India portal by going beyond just registering them and help-
ing them with tax breaks by promising to connect young 
(less than 10 years old), small (less than `100 crore in reve-
nues) technology- and IP-focused companies with buyers, 
sellers and investors—a networking hub and administrative 
tool. Another feature deserves mention: the platform allows 
students to enrol and be mentored on the basics of  business 
planning. In a space where the competition could be global, 
the merits of  starting young cannot be overstated.
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Randeep Singh Surjewala @rssurjewala

Today, the youth executive of Jannayak Janta Party 
extended its support to ensure the protection of the 
rights of farmers, labourers and the poor.

Yogi Adityanath @myogiadityanath

Pakistan is a cancer of humanity.  
The world forces will have to come together  
to treat it

Sanjay Singh AAP @SanjayAzadSln

BJP has finished democracy in Jammu and Kashmir 
and is ruling through Governor’s rule. People of eve-
ry region are unhappy and fighting for their rights.

POSTS
OF THE 

DAY

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ New Delhi

THE Congress on Monday hit 
out at the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment over Modi 3.0 completing 
100 days, claiming that Naren-
dra Modi in his third term had 
proved to be a “weak” prime 
minister who was dependent 
on crutches and setting new 
records for U-turns.

At a presser, party spokesper-
son Supriya Shrinate said the 
government has been forced to 
backtrack on many of  its deci-
sions due to pressure from op-
position and the public.

“The reality is that the Modi 
government has failed on every 
front. It has been a government 
of  U-turns — from lateral 
entry to the Waqf  Bill to 
the Broadcast Bill to 
NPS (National Pension 
System) replaced by 
UPS (Unified Pension 
System),” she said.

The Congress spokes-
person said the past 100 days 
had weighed heavily on the na-
tion’s farmers, youth, women, 
infrastructure, railways, and 
overall peace.

These days have proved that 
Modi has neither a solution nor 
a vision for the country’s prob-
lems, she said. “Modi’s ‘habit’ 
of  turning a blind eye to issues 
and running away from chal-
lenges continues to persist.”

“Do you remember the tall 
claims made during the elec-

tion campaign that Narendra 
Modi was planning for the first 
100 days? Where is that plan 
now? Because from day one, 
Modi has proved to be a weak 
prime minister, dependent on 
crutches, setting new records 
for U-turns,” Shrinate said.

She said during the last 100 
days, there had been 38 

train accidents with 21 
deaths and more than 
112 injuries. From the 
Kanchanjungha train 
accident to frequent 

derailments, hardly a 
day passes without some 

train going off  track, she 
said. “Meanwhile, the Railways 
minister is busy making reels, 
dismissing these accidents as 
minor incidents,” Shrinate 
claimed.

The spokesperson also raised 
the issue of  terror attacks, say-
ing 26 such attacks had taken 
place, with 21 soldiers mar-
tyred in the 100-day period. She 
said 29 soldiers had been in-
jured and 15 civilians died in 
the attacks.

F AYA Z  W A N I  @ Srinagar

HOME Minister Amit Shah,  
while addressing poll rallies in 
Jammu on Monday, said the 
Assembly polls in J&K is a 
fight between those who abro-
gated Article 370 (BJP) and 
those who are claiming to 
bring it back (NC, PDP and 
Congress) and asserted that 
the Modi government will 
bury the terrorism so deep 
that it cannot rise again.

“This election is between 
two forces. On one side are 
those who pushed J&K into 
terrorism for their political 
benefits. For 35 years, J&K was 
burning in the fire of  terror-
ism. Over 40,000 people were 
killed,” Shah said while ad-
dressing a poll rally in Banihal 
on the last day of  the poll cam-
paign  for first phase of  As-
sembly polls on September 18.

“I want to tell Farooq Abdul-
lah and Rahul Gandhi that are 
you ready to take blame for 
terrorism in J&K. They won’t 
take. I know it. For this reason, 
we have decided that after 
polls, BJP will issue a whitepa-
per to fix responsibility of  
those involved in eruption of  
militancy and killings in 
J&K,” he said.

In another poll rally in Pad-
der-Nagseni assembly segment 
of  Kishtwar district, Shah said 
the fight is between those who 
abrogated Article 370 (BJP) 

and those who are claiming to 
bring it back (NC, PDP and 
Congress).

“We have decided that J&K 
is an integral part of  India and 
will remain and nobody can 
change it. NC has promised 
that it will restore Art 370 if  it 
wins polls. I want to reiterate 
that till there is BJP, no power 
on earth can bring back Art 
370.”On August 5, centre 
scrapped J&K’s special status 
and bifurcated erstwhile J&K 
s t a t e  i n t o  t wo  U n i o n 
Territories. 

Indirectly referring to NC, 
PDP and Congress, Shah said, 
“They want to bring back 
Art 370 to push J&K 
back into terrorism. I 
want to tell Omar 
Abdullah that we 
will bury terrorism 
in the ground to 
hell.  

F AYA Z  W A N I  @ Srinagar

IN the first Assembly polls in 
Jammu and Kashmir since Ar-
ticle 370 abrogation, the inde-
pendents are trying their luck 
in good numbers. Over 40% 
candidates in the first of  three-
phase of  Assembly polls due 
on September 18 are independ-
ent candidates.

A total of  219 candidates are 
in fray for the first phase the 
campaigning for which came 
to an end today. In the first 
phase, 18 out of  47 Assembly 
seats in Kashmir and 8 out of  
43 Assembly seats in Jammu 
region would go to the polls. 
Of  the 16 seats in the Valley, 
155 candidates are in the fray.

Of  the 155 candidates, a 
large chunk of  67 candidates 
are independents.

Only 49 candidates contest-
ing the first phase polls belong 
to registered political parties 
while 39 belong to parties, who 
are other than recognized na-
tional and state political 
parties.

In the Valley, 43.22% candi-
dates are independents. The 
entry of  a large number of  in-
dependents has made elections 
very unpredictable.

The highest number of  can-
didates are in Pampore con-
stituency with 14 candidates, 
including seven independents, 
4 belong to recognized parties 
and 3 to other than recognized 

parties. “The presence of  a 
large number of  independents 
has put the candidates of  ma-
jor political parties in a disad-
vantage as they would be eat-
ing into their votes. If  the 
contest is close, then every 
vote would count. In such a 
scenario, the independents 
can put candidates of  major 
parties at a disadvantage,” 
said a political observer.

The entry of  independents 
in the electoral fray is not re-
stricted to Kashmir. They are 
also contesting in Jammu re-
gion. In the eight Assembly 
seats in the Jammu region go-
ing to polls in the first phase 
on September 18, 64 candidates 
are in the fray.

Of  them 25 are independent 
candidates while 31 candidates 
belong to political parties and 
8 belong to parties who are 
other than recognized nation-
al and state political parties.

The highest number of  10 
candidates, including three in-
dependents, are contesting 
Bhaderwah constituency.

The highest number of  five 
independents are contesting 
the Ramban seat, where a total 
of  eight candidates, including 
two from political parties, are 
in the fray. The three majority 
political parties National Con-
ference, Congress and PDP, 
have alleged that independ-
ents are being “supported” by 
BJP to cut into their votes.

This election is 
between two 

forces. On one 
side are those 

who pushed J&K 
into terrorism for 

their political 
benefits. For 35 

years, J&K was 
burning in the fire 

of terrorism.  
Over 40,000 
people were  

killed 

Amit Shah, 
Home Minister

‘Will bury 
terrorism’

Indirectly 
referring to NC, 

PDP and 
Congress, Shah 

said, “They 
want to bring 

back Art 370 to 
push J&K back 

into terrorism. I 
want to tell 

Omar Abdullah 
that we will 

bury terrorism in 
the ground.  

“We will bury 
terrorism to a 
depth that it 

won’t rise 
again,” he said.

‘Highest 
from 

Pampore’
In the Valley, 

43.22% 
candidates are 
independents. 
The entry of a 

large number of 
independents 

has made 
elections very 

unpredictable.
The highest 

number of 
candidates are 

in Pampore 
constituency 

with 14 
candidates, 

including seven 
independents, 4 

belong to 
recognized 

parties and 3 to 
other than 
recognised 

parties. Only 49 
candidates 
contesting 

belong to 
registered 

political 
parties 

PA R V E Z  S U LTA N  @ New Delhi

FILMS will now be accessible 
to the hearing and visually im-
paired. Standards, aimed at 
making cinema accessible for 
people with disabilities in pub-
lic places like theatres, have 
come into effect, the informa-
tion and broadcasting (I&B) 
ministry said on Monday. The 
ministry had notified the guide-
lines in March.

“All feature films that are to 
be certified in more than one 
language would be required to 
provide at least one accessibil-
ity feature each for the hearing 
impaired and visually im-
paired, i.e. closed captioning/
open captioning and audio de-
scription,” the ministry said in 
a statement.

It announced that the “acces-
sibility standards” module in 
e-Cinepramaan has been suc-
cessfully deployed as per the 
September 15 deadline. “The 
applicants may now apply/sub-
mit their films with the re-
quired accessibility features 
for the hearing and visually im-
paired, as specified in the 
guidelines,” the ministry said.

As per the guidelines, a pro-
ducer will mandatorily develop 
a separate copy of  the feature 
films with audio description, 
open or closed captioning and 
Indian Sign Language Interpre-
tation for their understanding.  
The ministry had set Septem-
ber 15 deadline for implementa-
tion of  these guidelines.

Feature films submitted for 
consideration in the National 
Film Awards, the Indian Pano-
rama section of  the Interna-
tional Film Festival of  India 
(IFFI) and other film festivals 
will mandatorily include closed 
captioning and audio descrip-

tion with effect from January 1, 
2025, the ministry said.

“All other feature films being 
certified through CBFC, includ-
ing teasers and trailers and 
meant for theatrical release 
(digital feature films), would be 
required to mandatorily pro-
vide accessibility features from 
March 3, 2026,” it said.

As per the guidelines, a pro-
ducer will mandatorily develop 
a separate copy of  the feature 
films with audio description, 
open or closed captioning and 
Indian Sign Language Interpre-
tation for their understanding. 
Film producers are required to 

deliver the film for certification 
to CBFC along with files of  ac-
cessibility features.

“The initiative aligns with 
the Rights of  Persons with Dis-
abilities Act, 2016 (RPwD Act), 
which mandates government 
action to promote universal ac-
cess and inclusion in informa-
tion and communication, in-
cluding access to films,” said 
the ministry.

The guidelines say that the 
theatre owners will develop 
self-regulatory plans foracces-
sibility, following consultations 
with disability stakeholders 
and implement accessibility 
features within two years. A 
committee appointed by the 
ministry with half  its members 
being persons with hearing or 
visual disabilities and repre-
sentatives from the film indus-
try will oversee implementa-
tion of  accessibility standards 
and provide guidance.

The Delhi HC had asked the 
Centre in November last year 
to put in public domain the 
draft guidelines for making the 
experience of  watching films 
friendly for those with hearing 
and visual disabilities.

‘Challenges persist’
The past 100 days have proved 
that Modi has neither a solution 
nor a vision for the country’s 
problems, Congress spokesperson 
Supriya Shrinate said. “PM  
Modi’s ‘habit’ of turning a blind 
eye to all the issues and running 
away from challenges continues 
to persist,” she added.

‘Collegium good. Pool of women judges should expand’
Justice (retd) Hima Kohli recalls her enriching experience in SC, speaks on collegium system, pendency of cases and what it means to be a woman judge

T
HE day she demitted office 
as the chief  justice of  the 
Telangana High Court, she 
was promoted to the Su-
preme Court in 2021. Now 

retired, Justice Hima Kohli 
has been described as a “peo-
ple’s judge,” a “fierce protector 
of  women’s rights” and a “sym-
bol of  women’s empowerment.” 
In an interview with Suchitra 
Kalyan Mohanty, the judge 
spoke on a range of  issues  
the judiciary is grappling with. 
Excerpts:
 
You served as 
the Supreme 
Court judge 
for almost 
three years. 
How do you 
describe it? 
Three years is 
very brief  period to be able to 
contribute as effectively as one 
should have. I took oath as a 
judge of  the apex court virtu-
ally on the eve of  my demitting 
office as a judge of  the HC. I’m 
grateful that I was considered 
by the collegium headed by CJI 
N V Ramana (retd) to be elevat-
ed to the SC, along with eight of  
my other colleagues. Had I 
stayed a little longer time in the 

Supreme Court, I could have 
perhaps made more effective 
contribution. I did my best in 
those three years. It was a very 
enriching experience. 
 
Judges, lawyers and people 
have described you as one 
of  the finest judges. As an 
SC judge did you get 
enough time serve the 
cause the justice?
I think whatever time one gets, 
one should make the most of  it. 
I would think that by the time 

many of  us en-
ter the Supreme 
Court, we are 
left with about 
four years before 
we officially re-
tire. Maybe, we 
need more time 
to contribute to 

the court for a longer time. 
 

You became the first woman 
CJ of  Telangana HC. How 
do you see your tenure?
Telangana was carved out of  
Andhra Pradesh. Their courts 
were common; till about 2019, 
the high court was unified. It 
was an enriching experience 
for me, as the first woman CJ 
and the second CJ of  that state. 

A huge pendency of  cases was 
a daunting task. When I went 
in, I was the only woman judge. 
By the time I left, a request had 
gone to the SC to increase the 
number of  judges. I requested 
the then CJI Ramana to expe-
dite the process. Fortunately, it 
was during my tenure that the 
judge strength went up from 24 
to 42. This was one of  the steps 
to handle the prolonged litiga-
tion period. 

It was a landmark day for 
the judiciary when you 
took oath, along with two 
more women judges in the 
SC on August 31, 2021? How 
was your experience?
It was the first time in the his-
tory of  SC that nine judges took 
oath together from different 
states, from different HCs. It 
was a chance that we were 
three women who took oath to-
gether. That was also the first 

time in the history of  SC we 
bonded well among us. I said in 
my farewell speech that we, 
nine of  us describe ourselves 
as V9 (Victory 9) and had a spe-
cial bonding, almost like batch 
mates. We worked together, sat 
on benches together from time 
to time, and have carried that 
relationship forever.

You delivered 39 verdicts 
and were a part of  207 
benches, during your 
tenure as the SC Judge. You 
are praised as a “fierce 
protector of  women’s 
rights.” Your reaction.

People’s perception is impor-
tant. However, I certainly think 
that the voice of  woman should 
be heard more effectively. They 
carry with them a different ex-
perience on the bench. 
 
How would you describe the 
SC collegium’s role in 
giving a bigger role to 
women in the judiciary?
The question of  more women 
joining the higher judiciary 
would arise when the collegi-
ums in different state HCs take 
it into consideration while 
shortlisting names. The impor-
tant part is that there should be 

enough women in the pool of  
selection. That pool must ex-
pand. Till that happens, you 
can’t have more women coming 
into judiciary. The point is 
when it comes to high courts 
and the Supreme Court, the 
pool shrinks. It will take time 
for more women to reach the 
higher echelons of  judiciary. 
 
During your tenure in Delhi 
and Telangana HCs or an 
SC judge, was there any 
political pressure on you?
I haven’t come across any such 
occasion where I could be pres-
surized. In any case, I don’t 
think anybody had the guts to 
approach me with any kind of  
pressure. People kept a respect-
ful distance. Whatever I did, I 
did it with a free mind and with 
an assurance that it was within 
the four corners of  law. Let us 
not forget that a judge is an-
swerable to his conscious. 
 
Is it the best option to 
appoint judges to higher 
judiciary through collegi-
ums? Is it the right method 
where judges appoint judges?
The collegium route is the best 
one, as it stands today. Judges 
are strictly not appointing 

judges because there is a role 
of  the state in it. After all, files 
go to the government. Many 
times, these files are returned. 
The selection process in ‘judges
appointing judges,’ also in-
volves clearance from the Intel-
ligence Bureau. The SC colle-
gium does its duty diligently. 
 
You’ve dissented on a couple 
of  SC verdicts. How would 
you like to describe it?
A dissent is a view one must re-
spect. It is not necessary that 
all of  us think alike. We come 
from different backgrounds, 
cultures, and have varied view-
points and philosophies in life. 
But it’s not often that I dissent-
ed. It’s not planned, it happened 
that too in a couple of  cases 
where I differed. 
 
What are your post retire-
ment plans?
I am not ‘retiring’, I said that 
much in my farewell speech. I 
stand by that. I will try to do pho-
tography on nature, birds, flow-
ers and trees. I may also write 
poetry. I am also a trained me-
diator under the Singapore in-
ternational mediation centre as 
an SC judge. I will see how I can 
explore more of  this world.

Cong takes on Modi 3.0, 
flags govt’s ‘climb down’ 
on Waqf Bill, lateral entry

Shah reaffirms govt’s 
fight against terrorism

Over 40% Independents 
in fray in phase-I of polls

J A M M U  A N D  K A S H M I R

‘Accessibility Standards’ for disabled a reality now

PA R V E Z  S U LTA N  @ New Delhi 

THE sixth edition of  the auc-
tion of  Prime Minister  Naren-
dra Modi’s mementos provides 
an opportunity to grab foot-
wear and sports gears used  
by the Indian medallists of  re-
c e n t ly  c o n cl u d e d  Pa r i s 
Paralympics.

The highest priced memen-
tos up for sale are a pair of  
spike shoes presented to the 
PM by silver medallist javelin 
thrower Ajeet Singh Yadav, 
para-athlete Simran Sharma, 
and high jumper Nishad Ku-
mar as well as a signed cap of  
silver medallist Sharad Kumar 
-- all priced around `2.86 lakh.

Badminton racket of  Paral-
ympics bronze medallist Nithya 
Sre Sivan and shuttler Sukant 
Kadam and discus of  the silver 
medallist Yogesh Khatuniya 
have been priced at `5.50 lakh.

“The portal of  the auction 
will go live on Tuesday,” an-
nounced union culture minis-
ter Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. 
A white Nagpuri cotton an-

gavastram (stole) with detailed 
woven border and a couple of  
traditional headgears of  differ-
ent states are among a couple 
of  mementos are of  the lowest 
base price at `600.

“A committee evaluates the 
mementos and decides the base 
price. Total values of  articles 
under auction this year decided 
by the committee is `1.5 crore. 
However, these souvenirs given 
to the PM have sentimental val-
ues, hence they are priceless 
and their monetary values are 
symbolic,” said the minister.

Shekhawat said that this year 

602 memorabilia are part of  the 
auction. Last year, 912 articles 
were auctioned and the minis-
try fetched `11 crore while the 
reserve price of  the items was 
`2.8 crore. So far, the govern-
ment has collected `54 crore 
through the bids. 

T he  amount  col lected 
through the sale of  articles 
goes to the Namami Gange Pro-
gramme.  About 100 mementos
are displayed at the National 
Gallery of  Modern Art in New 
Delhi. The auction will start on 
September 17, PM Modi’s birth-
day, and will end on October 2.

Wanna own gears of Paralympians? 
Auction of PM mementos begins today



Three wagons of a Bengaluru-bound goods train derailed 
between Misrod and Mandideep stations near Bhopal on 

Monday, affecting traffic on one line, an official said.
Efforts are underway to restore the route.

T R A I N  D E R A I L M E N T

 IN RAIN-RELATED 
INCIDENTS IN UPDEAD
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Ahmedabad 42 27
Bhopal 43 28
Jaipur 41 30
Amritsar 40 23
Chennai 39 30
Kolkata 36 26
Srinagar 18 08 

Mumbai 35 29    
Panaji 32 28
Patna 41 27
Lucknow 42 27
Port Blair 34 28
Imphal 23 18
Chandigarh 42 23

INDIA Max MaxMin Min

Ayodhya emerges as  
top tourist destination
Ayodhya has edged out Varanasi to 
emerge as the top tourist attraction 
in UP, with 11 crore domestic and 
international tourists visiting the 
temple town in the first six months 
of this year as compared to 4.61 crore 
visiting Varanasi. The surge is 
evident. When compared with the 
first six months of last year, which 
saw 19,60, 34, 967 tourists, this year 
registered a jump of over 13 crore 
visitors with Ayodhya being on top of 
the list with 10.99 crore tourists, 
including 2,851 foreign visitors, 
thronging the temple town. Varanasi 
followed with 4.61 crore, including 
1,33,999 international travellers.

On governance, CM Yogi 
leaves nothing to chance
After the debacle in recent Lok 
Sabha polls, UP CM Yogi Adityanath 
is making changes to streamline the 
governance further and ensure 
efficient monitoring of government 
schemes at the district level. In a 
recent development, he allocated 
new district responsibilities to both 
the deputy chief ministers, ministers, 
state ministers with independent 
charge. Yogi, along with his two 
deputies, will now oversee the 
review of 25 districts each, with 
district assignments rotating every 
four months. Yogi pushed ministers 
to maintain coordination and work in 
collaboration with the organisation 
to ensure public welfare policies and 
schemes were implemented. 

Sulking ‘Chhoti Bahu’ 
Aparna Yadav pacified
Upset over her appointment as vice-
chairperson of Uttar Pradesh State 
Women’s Commission, Aparna 
Yadav, the Chhoti Bahu of SP 
patriarch late Mulayam Singh Yadav, 
finally assumed the office on 
Wednesday but not before meeting 
UP CM Yogi Adityanath. After being 
anointed to the post early this 
month, Aparna had delayed her 
joining while the other office-
bearers, including Babita Chauhan as 
chairperson and Charu Chaudhary as 
another vice-chairperson had 
assumed their roles immediately. 
Aparna was unhappy with her role 
as she felt that she deserved better 
given political stature of her family. 

D I L I P  S I N G H  K S H AT R I YA 
@ Ahmedabad

PRIME Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday criticised the 
Opposition, accusing some in-
dividuals of  trying to under-
mine the country’s unity by 
fragmenting it and attempting 
to reintroduce Article 370 in 
Kashmir. The PM’s speech at 
the launch of  various develop-
ment projects at the GMDC 
ground in Ahmedabad, Gu-
jarat, underscored the impor-
tance of  every Indian aspiring 
to be a global ambassador for 
the nation and showcasing its 
strengths, while also acknowl-
edging that some individuals 
are spreading negativity.

“Some individuals promise 
to restore Article 370 in Jammu 
and Kashmir to reintroduce 
dual constitutions and legisla-
tions,” he added.

Their hatred, the PM said, 
blinds them to the point where 
they seize every opportunity to 
defame India. They are also 
persistently targeting Gujarat.

While inaugurating the 4th 
Global Renewable Energy In-
vestor’s Meet and Expo (RE-
INVEST) at Mahatma Mandir 
in Gandhinagar earlier in the 
day, PM Modi declared, “India’s 
diversity, scale, capacity, poten-
tial, and performance are ex-
ceptional, setting the stage for 

Indian solutions to have global 
applications. Not just India, but 
the entire world believes that 
India is the best bet of  the 21st 
century.”

He then reflected on recent 
global events hosted by India: 
“In the past month alone, we 
organised the Global Fintech 
Fest, saw participation in the 
First International Solar Festi-
val, held the Global Semicon-
ductor Summit, and hosted the 
2nd Asia-Pacific Civil Aviation 
Ministerial Conference. Today, 
we continue this trend by host-
ing a conference on Green En-
ergy.” Enumerating his gov-
er nment’s priorities and 
progress during its first 100 

days in office, the PM said, “We 
have taken significant deci-
sions, including the construc-
tion of  seven crore houses—
more than the population of  
many countries—with four 
crore houses already handed 
out in previous terms. We’ve 
also approved 12 new industri-
al cities, green-lit eight high-
speed road corridor projects, 
launched over 15 semi-high-
speed Vande Bharat trains, and 
established a research fund of  
Rs 1 trillion. Additionally, 
we’ve announced various e-
mobility initiatives,promoted 
high-performance biomanufac-
turing, and approved the Bio 
E3 policy.” 

R A M A S H A N K A R  @ Patna

BIHAR chief  minister Nitish 
Kumar’s Janata Dal (United) 
lent its support to its ally—
BJP’s ‘one nation, one election’ 
plan. JD(U), in a statement is-
sued on Monday, highlighted 
the benefits of  ‘one nation, one 
election’ policy of  BJP and said 
that it was beneficial for the na-
tion’s all-round development.

JD(U) national spokesperson 
Rajiv Ranjan Prasad 
said that frequent 
elections created hur-
dles in the progress 
of  the country as a 
huge amount of  pub-
lic money is spent on 
conducting elections. 
“By doing so, the 
country will not only 
get rid of  frequent 
elections but also the Centre 
will focus on stable policies and 
evidence-based reforms,” he 
added. Prasad, who was made 
national spokesperson after 
senior party leader K C Tyagi 
resigned from the post, exuded 
confidence that voters in large 
numbers would turn up at 
booths if  ‘one nation, one elec-
tion’ policy was implemented. 
“JD(U) lends its full support to 
‘one nation, one election’ plan 
of  the national democratic alli-

ance, of  which JD(U) is a part,” 
he asserted.

JD(U) leader contended that 
whatever decisions related to 
development are taken by the 
Centre, it would be implement-
ed in a better manner after si-
multaneous election policy 
come into effect. JD(U)’s reac-
tions came in the wake of  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi led 
NDA government’s recent ini-
tiative to implement ‘one na-

tion, one election’ in 
its third term. 

PM Modi, in his 
Independence Day 
address, had made a 
strong pitch for si-
multaneous elec-
tions, saying that fre-
q u e n t  e l e c t i o n s 
created hurdles in 
country’s progress. 

BJP in its election manifesto 
had promised to implement 
‘one nation, one election’ plan 
during its third term. In March 
2024, a high-level committee on 
‘one nation, one election’ led by 
former President Ram Nath Ko-
vind submitted its report sup-
porting the idea.

Sources said with PM Modi 
3.0 government set to complete 
its 100 days on September 17, 
the party wanted to fulfil elec-
tion promise in five years.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Guwahati

THE Manipur government on 
Monday lifted the week-long 
ban on mobile internet services 
in the five Imphal Valley dis-
tricts and ordered the reopen-
ing of  schools and colleges 
from Tuesday.

The decisions were made as 
no major incidents of  violence 
were reported since last 
Wednesday. “…the Governor of  
Manipur is pleased to order 
revocation of  any extant orders 
for temporary suspension of  
internet and mobile data serv-
ices including Lease Lines, 
VSATs, Broadbands and VPN 
services in the territorial juris-
diction of  the state with imme-
diate effect,” an order issued by 
the home department said.

The ban on internet was im-
posed in the Imphal East, Im-
phal West, Thoubal, Bishnupur 
and Kakching districts on Sep-
tember 10 following the out-
break of  violence during pro-
tests by the students. Broadband 
and fixed lease line internet 
services were restored on Sep-
tember 12.

However, curfew is on in Im-
phal East, Imphal West, Thou-
bal and Bishnupur, albeit with 
relaxation. CM urged everyone 
to use the internet responsibly 
and refrain from posting any 
inflammatory content.

E J A Z  K A I S E R   @ Raipur

THE fixation for a government 
job among the youth remains 
high. In a recruitment exam 
conducted by the Chhattisgarh 
Vyavsayik Pariksha Mandal 
(Professional Examination 
Board) for 300 posts of  stu-
dents’ hostels superintendent, 
over 3.53 lakh aspirants ap-
peared on Sunday. As many as 
6.30 lakh youths had initially 
put in their applications.

Such a huge number of  ap-
plicants were vying for the post 
for which the minimum educa-
tion qualification was 12th 
pass. The exam was conducted 
in one sitting across the state 
with the board making elabo-
rate arrangements and creat-
ing over 2,000 exam centres.

It is for the first time the 
board has conducted recruit-
ment tests for any post at such 
a scale held in one sitting, said 
a senior official familiar with 
the examination process for 
government appointment.

The 300 posts were for the 
superintendents of  students’ 
hostels belonging to the SC/
ST welfare department. The 
model answers for the ques-
tions during the exam were 

expected to be released later 
this month.

The advertisement for the re-
cruitment of  300 superintend-
ent posts were announced in 
October last year and the appli-
cations were invited this year. 
“We were astounded with the 
response. Over 3.53 lakh of  
them, which is around 56% of  
the total applications, turned 

up for the recruitment test”, 
the officer said.

The required qualification 
also included the knowledge of  
the computer. The age limit 
was between 18 and 35 years. 
The reserved category candi-
dates received some age-limit 
relaxation.

State capital Raipur’s 165 
exam centres had around 34 

thousand applicants present. 
Not just candidates who were 
12th pass, which was the re-
cruitment eligibility criterion 
but many post-graduates in dif-
ferent streams and from other 
professional courses aspired 
for the given job. The experts 
interpreted the number of  ap-
plicants aiming for the job as 
indicative of  the enormity of  
existing unemployment.

“The clamour for govern-
ment jobs is such that over-
qualified youths also apply for 
lower posts just to get into se-
cured employment. This indi-
cates lethargy among the youth 
to work while waiting to get 
these jobs, perpetually causing 
large-scale unemployment and 
burden on families. Youths 
should get familiar with vari-
ous other options,” said an aca-
demic Jawahar Surisetti, who 
helps youths to find a meaning-
ful career.

The examination comprised 
100 multiple-choice questions 
carrying one mark each for a 
correct response. The youths 
who appeared in the test later 
shared that they faced some 
strange and interesting ques-
tions like what’s name of  the 
national vegetable.

N A M I TA  B A J PA I  @ Lucknow

AFTER getting booked in two cases, including 
abetment to suicide and keeping a bonded la-
bourer, Samajwadi Party (SP) MLA Zahid Beg 
and his wife Seema Beg have been absconding 
from their house in Bhadohi. The district police 
took their son to Kotwali police station for ques-
tioning on Sunday.

As per Bhadohi ASP Rajvir Singh, after lodg-
ing FIRs against the MLA and his wife in 
connection with the alleged suicide of  a 
teenage girl who was working as a domes-
tic help and the rescue of  another minor 
girl from MLA’s residence, the couple is 
absconding. “To know the duo’s wherea-
bouts, police are interrogating people as-
sociated with the MLA,” he said, adding that 
the MLA’s son, Zayeem Beg and his security 
guard had also been interrogated. After a ques-
tioning session, he was released, said police.

Following the alleged suicide of  a 17-year-old 
girl at the top floor of  the MLA’s house in Bhado-
hi on September 9, and the rescue of  a 15-year-
old girl by a joint team of  labour, an FIR was 
lodged against the MLA and his wife on the 
charges of  human trafficking and keeping 
bonded labour.

A N U R A A G  S I N G H  @ Bhopal

AN alleged suicide by a 25-year-old girl and 
booking of  the local Congress MLA’s son for 
abetting the suicide has heated up the BJP-Con-
gress politics in tribal-dominated Alirajpur dis-
trict of  Madhya Pradesh.

The young girl allegedly committed suicide on 
September 13. A probe by the additional SP, 

which included recording statements of  her 
mother, brother and other family mem-

bers, brought to the fore the suspected 
role of  the local Congress MLA Sena 
Mahesh Patel’s son Pushpraj ‘Bhaiyu’ 
Patel. “Based on the findings of  the 
probe being conducted by the ASP, a case 

under Section 108 of  BNS (abetment of  
suicide) has been registered against Push-

praj alias Bhaiyu Patel,” SP-Alirajpur district 
Rajesh Vyas said on Monday.

Bhaiyu Patel is a school-time friend of  the de-
ceased girl. Pushpraj’s father Mahesh Patel, who 
is the former Alirajpur district Congress chief  
and husband of Jobat seat MLA Sena Patel, how-
ever, claimed that the police acted hastily. “My son 
and that promising daughter knew each other. But 
the girl’s social media and phone data suggests 
that my son has nothing to do it,” said Patel.

The clamour for government jobs is such that overqualified youths 
also apply for lower posts just to get into secured employment. This 
indicates lethargy among youth to work while waiting to get jobs,
causing large-scale unemployment  — Jawahar Surisettit, an academic
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N A M I T A  B A J P A I
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Oppn spreading negativity, trying 
to reinstate Article 370, says Modi

‘One nation, one election’ 
gets Nitish backing, CM 
says beneficial for growth

Manipur net ban 
lifted, schools to 
reopen today

6L applications for 300 hostel superintendent posts
SP MLA accused of 
abetment to suicide 
of minor on the run

Cong MLA’s son 
booked for girl’s 
suicide in MP

LAWMAKERS IN SPOT

“M
Y time is up, Sir.” Jawhar 
Sircar quipped in his quin-
tessential style while tender-
ing his resignation to Rajya 
Sabha Chairman Jagdeep 

Dhankhar. Never shied away from air-
ing his views—off  course, erudite—the 
Presidency College alumnus cracked 
the UPSC exams at an early age and 
went on to become one of  the most for-
midable and distinguished bureaucrats 
heading several high-profile depart-
ments at the state as well as the Centre. 
The Bengali bhadralok had a clear vi-
sion for the country’s public broadcast-
er—Prasar Bharti—when he was CEO. 
He quit the Trinamool Congress very 
recently in the wake of  the horrific 
rape-murder of  a trainee doctor at RG 
Kar Medical College and Hospital as he 
didn’t like the handling of  the case by 
the state administration. Excerpts:

Would you call the protest against 
the rape-murder of  a trainee 
doctor at RG Kar Medical College 
and Hospital political?
I believe that the bulk of  the protest is 
non-political. It is outpouring of  public 
emotion demanding justice for the vic-
tim — a young doctor. I have never seen 
such sustained spontaneous protest in 
my life. I am not aware of  any such pro-
test. I can say that the current protest 
is bigger than the food movement in 
1959 or students’ movement by the Left 
during 1966-67.

That’s the point of  differences I had 
with the Trinamool Congress leader-
ship, which, as a political party, refused 
to acknowledge that most of  the pro-

tests are non-political. The party sees 
the role of  the Opposition parties — 
the BJP and the CPM — in engineering 
the protests.

The second part of  the protest, Re-
claim The Night may appear to be 
occupation of  public space at 
night—both spatial and tem-
poral space—but it has a wid-
er meaning for the society. It is 
a manifestation of  a women 
led people’s demand for justice 
not only for the poor woman vic-
tim but for womankind as a whole. 

Look at how women from all walks 
of  life have hit the streets to ‘Reclaim’ 
seeking a guarantee for justice from 
government but also from society. 
Their pent-up anger against patriarchy 
in society also. The horrific rape-mur-
der of  the 31-year-old doctor was the 
trigger point for this wider issue. 

The protests are signs of  people’s 
anger against the TMC government?
It is a total societal movement happen-

ing. Else, how would one describe the 
participation of  almost all sectors — 
from cab drivers to Swiggy delivery 
personnel, from common citizens to 
housewives, old and young—join the 
protests. The message is loud and clear 
—Bengal isn’t prepared to let culprits 
to go unpunished. It is a collective 
angst. It is a clear assertion of  the peo-
ple of  Bengal that they will tolerate 
horrific rapes that happened in Hath-
ras, Unnao or Kathua in Bengal. 

A Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh can-
not be allowed in Bengal. 

In your resignation letter, you 
were very critical of  the handling 
of  the case. Please elaborate.
I had differences with the party leader-
ship. My approach is different. I would 

have jumped straight into the 
problem and opened dialogues 
and back channels, then talk 
and talk till a resolution is 
found.

I remember an incident at 
Bar rackpore Rastraguru 

Surendranath College in 1979 
when as an IAS officer I, despite re-

peated warning by fellow officers, I 
went straight in the college and en-
gaged with the protesting students.

I believe that both parties—the state 
government and the protesting doctors 
—must engage, talk to each other and 
find a solution. Only dialogues can re-
solve the situation.

What next for you?
I will continue to fight for the right 
causes. I will speak and write.

RG KAR: Jawhar Sircar says he disapproved the handling of the case by TMC govt   Docs demand end of threat culture in medical institutions

‘Total societal movement in Bengal’

A S H I S H  S R I V A S TA V A  @ New Delhi

THE national capital on Monday 
witnessed a united show of  doctors’ 
strength who came together to de-
mand justice for their colleague in 
Kolkata. Senior doctors and a dele-
gation from the West Bengal Junior 
Doctors Front (WBJDF) held a joint 
press conference with Delhi Resi-
dent Doctors Associations (RDAs) 
seeking national support for their 
justice amid the standoff  with the 
West Bengal government.

The doctors accused the Kolk-
ata Police of  evidence tam-
pering and demanding a 
thorough probe by the CBI. 
Subarna Goswami, a prom-
inent member of  the Joint 
Forum of  Doctors, sought 
accountability, stating, “We 
want the Kolkata Police Commis-
sioner to be removed and a probe to 
find out under whose direction he 
was acting,” said Dr Goswami.

He criticised what he described 
as a “health syndicate” within the 
state administration. He alleged 
that the syndicate, involving high-
ranking officials and medical insti-
tution heads, was obstructing the 
investigation and tampering evi-
dence. “This syndicate, responsible 
for rampant corruption in every 
health institution, must be disman-
tled to ensure the safety of  junior 

doctors when they return to work,” 
he asserted.

The junior doctors’ delegation re-
iterated their demands including 
enhanced workplace safety, imple-
mentation of  gender audits, estab-
lishment of  Internal Complaint 
Committees in all institutions, and 
an end to the threat culture in medi-
cal institutions. 

The medicos called for national 
solidarity, urging citizens across 
the country to support their cause. 
“We implore everybody to resonate 

with our 5-point demands of  
justice. Together, we hope 

that we can be united in the 
face of  injustice, cowardice 
and malice and reclaim 
back the basic tenets of  lib-

erty, autonomy and justice,” 
they said.

Meanwhile, the Delhi RDAs, 
extending solidarity to their col-
leagues in West Bengal, warned 
that any coercive action by the 
Mamata Banerjee government 
against the protesting doctors will 
lead to escalation of  the protest.

“While we have temporarily sus-
pended our strike as per the Su-
preme Court’s directive, any coer-
cive measures against our fellow 
doctors in West Bengal will force us 
to resume our nationwide strike,” 
said Indra Shekhar, President of  
the AIIMS RDA.

Docs demand nat’l 
support for justice
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 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 20 SNY
Colombo 31 28 SNY
Dhaka 34 28 SNY
Dubai 36 32 SNY
Houston 34 25 SNY
Istanbul 26 18 SNY
London 20 14 SNY

Los Angeles 24 15 SNY
Melbourne 16 8 SNY
Moscow 26 9 SNY
New York 26 19 SNY
Singapore 31 27 SNY
Toronto 23 17 SNY
Washington 17 15 LR

15
People died in Central Europe after 
flooding sparked by Storm Boris

WASHINGTON

The 58-year-old man detained 
in connection with an apparent 
assassination attempt on 
for mer president Donald 
Trump has said in an interview 
in 2023 that he planned to re-
cruit potential Afghan soldiers 
through Pakistan to fight in 
Ukraine against Russia.

Ryan Wesley Routh, who au-
thorities suspect was planning 
to attack the Republican presi-
dential nominee as he played a 
round of  golf, made these re-
marks to The New York Times.

During an interview with 
newspaper in 2023, Routh also 
said he was seeking recruits for 
Ukraine from among Afghan 
soldiers who had fled the Tali-
ban. He said he planned to 
move them, in some cases ille-
gally, from Pakistan and Iran to 
Ukraine. He said dozens had ex-
pressed interest.

“We can probably purchase 
some passports through Paki-
stan since it’s such a corrupt 
country,” he was quoted by the 
New York Times.

He has shown pro-Ukraine 
views into his public state-
ments because of  which he was 
interviewed by several news or-
ganisations, including The New 
York Times and Semafor in 
2023. Routh is a self-employed 
affordable housing builder in 
Hawaii who at times has criti-
cised the former president.

During Sunday’s attack, 
Trump was on the course, a few 
hundred yards away, when Se-

cret Service personnel spotted 
Routh concealed in the bushes 
and opened fire, law enforce-
ment officials were quoted as 
saying by the New York Times.

He fled the scene in a vehicle 
and was taken into custody 
during a traffic stop, and a rifle 
with a scope was recovered 
from the bushes, along with a 
camera and two backpacks, the 
report added.

Routh, who authorities sus-
pect was planning to attack the 
former president as he played a 

round of  golf, posted comments 
on an X account linked to him 
referencing the assassination 
attempt on Trump in July, CNN  
reported. 

Routh, who has a lengthy 
criminal record from North 
Carolina, frequently posted 
about politics and exclusively 
donated to Democratic candi-
dates and causes dating back to 
2019, the New York Post 
reported. 

He also bashed Trump in an 
April 22 post on X.  PTI

TRUMP’S ATTACKER HAD PLANNED TO 
RECRUIT AFGHANS TO FIGHT FOR UKRAINE
Ryan Wesley Routh has criminal record, donated to Democratic party

Musk deletes his joke tweet on Trump assassination
Elon Musk deleted a post on Monday morning that questioned why former 
President Donald Trump has faced two apparent assassination attempts in recent 
months while President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris have not 
encountered any, CNN reported. Musk later claimed the post was a joke. “And no 
one is even trying to assassinate Biden/Kamala,” Musk wrote in the now-deleted X 
post. Musk initially resisted numerous calls throughout Sunday night to delete the 
post. In one post responding to a demand to take down his remarks, Musk doubled 
down: “No one has even tried to do so is the point I’m making and no one will.”

Worst typhoon in 75 years brings Shanghai to a halt
BEIJING

BEBINCA, the strongest ty-
phoon to have hit China’s 
Shanghai city in 75 years, on 
Monday left a trail of  destruc-
tion, bringing the megacity 
with a 25 million population to 
a grinding halt.

Bebinca, the 13th typhoon to 
hit China this year, made land-
fall in Shanghai around 7:30 
am, according to the Shanghai 
Central Meteorological Observ-
atory. The typhoon, with the 
maximum wind force near its 
centre reaching 42 meters per 
second, churned ashore at the 
Lingang area of  Pudong dis-
trict. Bebinca unleashed gales 
and torrential rain in the city, 
state-run Xinhua reported.

Pictures on social media 
showed trees uprooted and 
light poles toppled. The ty-
phoon ruined the three-day 
Mid-Autumn Festival holiday 
for the people of  Shanghai. Au-

thorities advised residents to 
stay indoors unless necessary.

On Sunday, the State Flood 
Control and Drought Relief  
Headquarters activated the 
Level-IV emergency response 
for China’s eastern Anhui 
Province and raised the re-

sponse in Shanghai and Zhe-
jiang provinces to Level III.

Bebinca has led to flight can-
cellations over Shanghai and 
the suspension of  passenger 
ferry operations in the city. 
Shanghai Railway Station also 
suspended passenger trains on 

several routes passing through 
the city till Monday.

Shanghai Disneyland, Dis-
neytown and Wishing Star 
Park remain closed on Monday, 
with the two resort hotels pro-
viding services to in-house 
guests, the Shanghai Disney 
Resort said in a statement. It 
added that normal operations 
are expected to resume from 
Tuesday. 

Before the typhoon arrived, 
officials took precautionary 
measures such as closing the 
Yangshan freight port. Ar-
rangements were made for 
truck drivers to stay in a “driv-
ers’ home” near the port.

Doctors and nurses in the 
city were busy as the typhoon 
created trouble for their pa-
tients. Shanghai First Mater-
nity and Infant Hospital issued 
a notice on Monday asking 
pregnant women who were un-
able to come for their regular 
checks to reschedule.  PTI

A policeman blocks the entrance to a road as fallen trees obstruct commute in the 
area on Monday |  AP

PARIS

A French jihadist, who was close to the brothers behind 
the 2015 massacre at the satirical magazine Charlie Heb-
do, went on trial in Paris on Monday.

Peter Cherif, also known as Abou Hamza, was arrest-
ed in Djibouti in 2018 after years allegedly fighting in the 
ranks of  Al-Qaeda in the Middle East. 

He is being tried for terrorism-related offences alleg-
edly committed between 2011 and 2018, and the 2011 kid-
napping of  three French aid workers in Yemen. In 2015, 
Cherif  was placed on a US blacklist as a member of  the 
Yemen-based militant group Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP).

Cherif, 42, was linked to a Paris jihadist cell and was 
named in the enquiry into the January 2015 attack on 
satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo, due to his regular 
contact with the perpetrators, brothers Said and Cherif  
Kouachi. Twelve people were killed in the massacre that 
sent shock waves across France.

Peter Cherif  has not been formally charged over the 
attack but his potential involvement is expected to be at 
the centre of  the trial.

Investigating judges believe that he “facilitated the 
integration into AQAP of  one of  the Kouachi brothers, 
most probably Cherif” and that he had knowledge of  the 
plan to carry out an attack in France

According to several witnesses, AQAP advised foreign 
fighters in Yemen to return to their countries of  origin 
to stage attacks.  Peter Cherif  is also believed to have 
maintained contact with Cherif  Kouachi on his return 
to France. AFP

Trial begins of man close 
to Charlie Hebdo attackers

Photos show an AK-47 rif le, a backpack and a Go-Pro camera on a fence outside Trump 
International Golf Club  displayed during a news conference on Sunday in West Palm Beach |  AP

Secret Service needs more hands: Biden
WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden said on Monday that the US Secret Service needs more personnel to perform its duties after 

a second apparent assassination attempt against Republican election candidate Donald Trump. “One thing I want to make clear, 
the (secret) service needs more help, and I think the Congress should respond to their needs,” Biden told reporters at the White 
House. “I think we may need more personnel.” Biden added that “thank God the president’s OK” following Sunday’s incident in 

which the Secret Service opened fire on a gunman, who was later arrested, in Florida. Meanwhile, Donald Trump on Monday 
blamed his election rival Kamala Harris and US President Joe Biden after he was targeted in a second apparent assassination 

attempt, saying their “rhetoric” about him endangering democracy is to blame. Trump’s rapid politicisation of Sunday’s incident, 
in which a man allegedly planned to fire on the Republican while he played golf in Florida, guaranteed that tensions ahead of 

the presidential election in seven weeks would continue to boil. Both Biden and Harris have denounced the event.

SHOGUN, HACKS’ WIN  
TOP EMMY AWARDS

THE 76TH ANNUAL EMMY AWARDS WERE HANDED OUT ON SUNDAY AT THE  
PEACOCK THEATER IN DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES

Drama series: Shogun

Comedy series: Hacks

Limited, anthology series, 
movie: Baby Reindeer

Actor in a drama series: 
Hiroyuki Sanada, 

Shogun

Actress in a drama series: 
Anna Sawai, Shogun

Supporting actor in a drama 
series: Billy Crudup, The 

Morning Show

Supporting actress in a 
drama series: Elizabeth 

Debicki, The Crown

Actor in a comedy series: 
Jeremy Allen White, 

The Bear

THE BIG HITTERS

Actress in a comedy series:  
Jean Smart, Hacks

Supporting actress in a comedy series:  
Liza Colón-Zayas, The Bear

Supporting actor in a comedy series:  
Ebon Moss-Bachrach, The Bear

Actor in a limited, anthology series or movie: 
Richard Gadd, Baby Reindeer

Actress in a limited, anthology series or movie: 
Jodie Foster, True Detective: Night 

Country

Supporting actress limited, 
anthology series or movie: 
Jessica Gunning, Baby 

Reindeer

Supporting actor in a 
limited, anthology series 
or movie: Lamorne 
Morris, Fargo

Reality competition program:  
The Traitors, Peacock

Scripted variety series: Last Week 
Tonight with John Oliver

Talk series: The Daily Show

Writing for a variety special:  
Alex Edelman, Just for Us

Writing for a comedy series: Lucia 
Aniello, Paul W. Downs and Jen 
Statsky, Hacks

Writing for a drama series:  
Will Smith, Slow Horses

Writing for a limited series, 
anthology or movie:  
Richard Gadd, Baby Reindeer

The team from Shogun accepts the 
award for outstanding drama series

RICHARD GADD

Israel air strike 
in Gaza kills 18
GAZA

GAZA medics and rescuers on 
Monday said Israeli strikes on 
several homes killed at least 18 
people, as Hamas claimed it 
had ample resources to sustain 
its fight nearly a year into the 
war.

The latest strikes came as Is-
raeli Defence Minister Yoav 
Gallant warned that prospects 
for a halt in fighting with Hez-
bollah militants along the Leb-
anon border were dimming, yet 
again raising fears of  a wider 
regional conflagration.

Senior Hamas official Osama 
Hamdan said in Istanbul on 
Sunday: “The resistance has a 
high ability to continue.”

“There were martyrs and 
there were sacrifices... but in 
return there was an accumula-
tion of  experiences and the re-
cruitment of  new generations 
into the resistance.” AFP



E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

THE government is planning to 
set up a non-profit company un-
der the Start-up India pro-
gramme to push all its start-up 
initiative. It is planning an 
ONDC-like platform to allow 
start-ups to register themselves, 
access and share information 
in order to allow them to net-
work and collaborate across the 
entire start-up value chain. 

    As a first step towards this, 
the minister of  commerce and 
industries Piyush Goyal 
launched a platform, Bhaskar 
(Bharat Startup Knowledge Ac-
cess Registry), an initiative of  
Startup India. 

On the new platform, regis-
tered start-ups can seamlessly 
collaborate, share and access 
information about the ecosys-
tem. Goyal said that his minis-
try has decided to set up as non-

profit company so that all the 
elements of  Start-up India are 
integrated and brought under 
one umbrella. 

“Startup India has become a 
powerful name, the good system 
by itself  should have a house of  
its own,” said the minister 
while floating the idea of  a non-
profit company to bring in all 
the government’s start-up 
initiatives under one roof.     
He also said that the new 
company should issue 
shares to unicorns, so that 
they also bring in their ef-
ficiency into the company.  

Speaking about Bhaskar, 
Goyal said it is a one-stop 
digital platform for data 
dissemination, exchange, 
interaction for the entire 
start-up ecosystem through 
simple easy to use links 
and easy to navigate tech-
nolog y catalysing the 

growth and success of  the start-
up ecosystem across India and 
beyond. He expressed hope that 
BHASKAR 2.0 would be impro-
vised and released soon with 
enhanced features and technol-
ogy so that it becomes like an 
ONDC platform for start-ups.
ONDC is a section 8 (non-profit) 

company that promises to bring 
millions of  offline retailers into 
the e-commerce fold. ONDC 
connects offline and online re-
tailers with buyers and suppli-
ers. Bhaskar  promises to easily 
connect and collaborate with 
like-minded people via person-
alised dashboards and peer-to-
peer connect features. 

One can get registered on the 
platform, generate profile 
cards and get discovered  across 
the star t -up ecosystem. 
Bhaskar will house the ever-
evolving start-up ecosystem 
stakeholders under one single 
roof, making it the largest dig-
ital registry of  the start-up eco-
system in the world in the com-
ing times. 

So far 1.46 lakh start-ups 
registered under Start-up 

India initiative would be 
automatically migrated 

to the new platform.

M O N I K A  YA D A V @ New Delhi

IN the first 100 days of  the new 
Modi government, the Minis-
try of  Finance’s major achieve-
ment was the country’s suc-
cessful Mutual Evaluation by 
the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) in June 2024, 
which recognised India’s meas-
ures against money laundering 
and terrorist financing. India 
was placed in the ‘regular fol-
low-up’ category, a distinction 
shared with only three other 
G20 nations, reflecting the ef-
fectiveness of  the JAM (Jan 
Dhan, Aadhaar, Mobile) frame-
work and efforts to transition 
towards a digital economy.  

The Union Cabinet also ap-
proved the introduction of  the 
Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) 
to improve the National Pen-
sion System for Central Gov-
ernment employees. This ini-
tiative ensures minimum 
pension guarantees and infla-
tion indexation, while balanc-
ing the need to protect taxpayer 

interests. Additionally, the 
Banking Amendment Bill 2024 
was introduced in Parliament 
to enhance governance stand-
ards within the banking sector.
This bill focuses on strengthen-
ing depositors’ protection, im-
proving audit quality in public 
sector banks, and streamlining 
nomination processes for cus-
tomer convenience. 

The launch of  the PM Intern-
ship Scheme in top companies 
is another significant initia-

tive, aiming to provide intern-
ship opportunities for 1 crore 
youth over five years, enhanc-
ing their employability and ex-
posure to real-world business 
environments. Furthermore, 
the government extended the 
benefits of  the 12th Bipartite 
Wage Settlement to Regional 
Rural Bank employees and pen-
sioners, impacting around 
93,000 staff  and 40,000 pension-
ers. In addition, amendment of  
the Securities Contracts Regu-
lation Rules (SCRR), 1956 al-
lows Indian companies to di-
rectly list their securities on 
international exchanges with-
in the International Financial 
Services Centres (IFSC) at 
GIFT City. This initiative aims 
to align India with global stand-
ards, making it easier for pub-
lic companies to access inter-
national markets. In the recent 
budget, the ministry reduced 
duties on gold, silver, and plati-
num, making it easier for busi-
nesses to manufacture and 
boost exports. 
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GOLD
24 carat (10 gm) H75,150
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H110
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Sensex    82,988.78

Nifty   25,383.75

97.84

27.25
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Dollar    83.85

Euro     93.35

SILVER
1 kg   H93,000

10 gm   H930

H1,000

H10

COMPANY LISTING DATE ISSUE  
PRICE (`)

LISTING DAY 
CLOSING (`)

% LISTING 
DAY GAIN

Sigachi Industries 15-Nov-21 163 604 270

Vibhor Steel Tubes 20-Feb-24 151 442 193

Paras Def & Space Tech 01-Oct-21 175 499 185

BLS E-Services 06-Feb-24 135 371 175

Tata Technologies 30-Nov-23 500 1314 163

Latent View Analytics 23-Nov-21 197 489 148

Bajaj Housing Finance 16-Sep-24 70 165 136

Tatva Chintan Pharma 29-Jul-21 1083 2310 113

Indigo Paints 02-Feb-21 1,490 3119 109

G R Infraprojects 19-Jul-21 837 1747 109

LISTING DAY GAINS

A R S H A D  K H A N  @ New Delhi

SHARES of  Bajaj Housing Fi-
nance made a stellar debut on 
the stock exchanges on Monday. 
On the NSE and the BSE, the 
company’s shares were listed at 
R150 per share, 114.29% higher 
than the issue price of  R70. 

The stock closed its first day 
at R165 on NSE, higher by 
135.71% from the IPO price of  
R70, and at R164.99 on BSE, a 
135.70% premium. This block-
buster listing added a whop-
ping R79,000 crore to the com-
pany’s valuation on day 1, 
highest in India’s capital mar-
ket history for a new entrant. 
Bajaj Housing Finance’s mar-
ket capitalisation stood at R 
137,507 crore at Monday’s close 
as against R58,300 crore at the 
time of  issue. The firm also 
widened the valuation gap 
among the housing finance 
companies. Housing & Urban 
Development Corporation 
stood at the second position 
with a market valuation of  
R49,476.96 crore, followed by 
LIC Housing Finance at 
R37,434.54 crore and PNB Hous-

ing Finance (R27,581.41 crore). 
The strong listing for the Bajaj 
Group company was on the ex-
pected lines given the R6,560 
crore IPO, the biggest of  2024 so 
far, received record subscrip-
tion numbers amidst a bullish 
run in the broader market. Ba-
jaj Housing Finance IPO was 
subscribed 63.61 times. 

It received bids for more than 
4,628 crore equity shares as 
against the 72.75 crore shares
which were on offer. The share 
applications were valued at 
nearly R3.24 lakh crore, another 
high for an IPO. Sanjiv Bajaj, 
chairman and MD of  Bajaj Fin-
serv, said on Monday that even 
they had not expected the way 
the shares opened. 

“It also has additional re-
sponsibility on management 
and the board. The way we have 
built a quality business in the 
last 7 years, we will move ahead 
in the same way,” said Bajaj af-
ter the listing ceremony in 
Mumbai. He expects 12-15% 
credit growth in the housing fi-
nance industry as the economy 
is  showing very strong 
tailwinds. 

Bajaj Housing 
shares more than 
double on listing

R A K E S H  K U M A R  @ New Delhi

THE government may develop 
a semiconductor ecosystem in 
South India after establishing a 
hub in Gujarat, said Raghu 
Panicker, CEO of  Kaynes Semi-
con, a subsidiary of  Karnata-
ka-based electronic manufac-
turer Kaynes Technology. 
Panicker highlighted that both 
the Karnataka government and 
the central government are ac-
tively working on developing 
another semiconductor hub in 
Karnataka. 

“I think so (the government 
is developing a semiconductor 
unit in South India), because I 
see the Karnataka government 
is very active in this. And so is 
the central government. I’m 
not exactly privy to give more 
details, but they are doing it,” 
said Panicker. 

The government recently ap-
proved Kaynes Technology’s 
application for an OSAT (Out-

Govt may develop K’taka as semiconductor hub
Karnataka government and Centre working together to create semiconductor ecosystem there, says Kaynes CEO

R32.45 lakh cr 
pledged for 
green projects
E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

BANKS and financial institu-
tions have committed around  
R32.45 lakh crore for green 
projects, said New and Renew-
able Energy Minister Pralhad 
Joshi. Speaking at the inaugu-
ral session of  the 4th RE-IN-
VEST 2024, the minister also 
urged investors to invest in the 
rapidly growing renewable en-
ergy sector. 

“We have received over-
whelming commitments from 
states and UTs, as well as from 
developers, manufacturers, and 
financial institutions, to sup-
port our goal of  500 GW by 2030. 
Developers have committed to 
an additional 570 GW of  capac-
i ty  addit ion,”  said  the 
minister. 

According to the minister, 
manufacturers have pledged 
additional production capaci-
ties of  340 GW in solar modules, 
240 GW in solar cells, 22 GW in 
wind turbines, and 10 GW in 
electrolysers. The event was in-
augurated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, who was joined 
by global and domestic inves-
tors, companies, and leaders in 
the energy industry. Joshi also 
mentioned the significant re-
sponse to the Prime Minister’s 
Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana, 
which has resulted in a more 
than 33-fold increase in solar 
rooftop capacity since its 
announcement.

The minister highlighted 
that installed renewable energy 
capacity has grown from 75.52 
GW in March 2014 to over 207.7 
GW now, representing a 175% 
increase over the past decade. 

During this period, total re-
newable energy generation in 
India has risen by 86%, from 
193.50 billion units to 360 bil-
lion units. “This growth is driv-
ing unprecedented demand for 
energy, and we are committed 
to meeting this demand sus-
tainably, with significant ad-
vancements in renewable en-
ergy,” he said. 

ENERGY Govt plans non-profit co to push start-up initiatives

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @Mumbai

MARKETS regulator Sebi has 
said all the concerns raised by 
its employees shall be ad-
dressed “amicably through in-
ternal channels”, and the state-
ment issued earlier this month 
after employee complaints 
stands withdrawn. 

A day after their protest at 
the headquarters, on Sep-
tember 4, the Sebi had 
officially issued a state-
ment saying all the al-
legations made in the 
letters were unfounded 
and instigated by some 
outside elements to secure 
their own interests.  “The Sebi 
addresses employee-related 
matters through appropriate 
internal mechanisms. Follow-
ing constructive discussions 
with representatives of  all 
grades of  officers, Sebi and its 
employees have reaffirmed that 
such issues are strictly inter-
nal and will be managed in ac-
cordance with the organisa-

tion’s high standards of  
governance and within a time-
bound framework,” Sebi said in 
a statement issued on Monday.

It said the employees have 
strongly condemned the unau-
thorised release of  internal 
communication and have con-
firmed that all concerns shall 
be addressed amicably through 
established internal channels. 

The earlier statement, 
which now stands with-
drawn, was issued on 
September 4 after 
around 200 of  its offic-
ers took out a protest 

march. 
The release had said 

that the employees were being 
instigated by external elements 
to “go to the media, go to the 
ministry, go to the Sebi board 
perhaps to serve their external 
elements’ own purpose.” It also 
referred to  a letter that “a 
group of  Sebi employees” had 
sent to the HRD on August 6, 
and a second letter they had 
sent seven days later. 

FinMin 100 days under Modi: UPS, 
FATF, incentive scheme and more 

Sebi gives in; says concerns 
of staff will be addressed Infosys to build 

new digital 
platform for LIC
E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @Bengaluru

IT services company Infosys 
will develop a next-generation 
digital platform for the Life In-
surance Corporation (LIC). The 
IT company will spearhead 
LIC’s digital transformation 
initiative called DIVE (Digital 
I n n o v a t i o n  a n d  Va l u e 
Enhancement). 

Infosys will provide LIC with 
turnkey system integration 
services using AI capabilities 
from Infosys Topaz and Dev-
SecOps services from Infosys 
Cobalt. 

The IT firm will help estab-
lish the necessary infrastruc-
ture for digital transformation 
and ensure ongoing monitor-
ing and maintenance once the 
platform is operational. 

The NextGen Digital Plat-
form will enable LIC realize the 
objectives of  DIVE, and the 
platform will also serve as an 
open platform, enabling swift
integration with FinTech com-
panies and Bancassurance 
partners, Infosys said. 

Siddhartha Mohanty, CEO & 
MD, LIC, said, “Our collabora-
tion with Infosys marks a sig-
n i f i c a n t  m i l e s t o n e  i n  
our digital transformation 
journey.” 

Salil Parekh, CEO & MD, In-
fosys, said, “By leveraging Info-
sys’ extensive experience in 
digital transformation initia-
tives and prowess in AI and 
Cloud, we aim to equip  
LIC with a robust digital infra-
structure that will deliver supe-
rior customer engagement, en-
hance operational efficiency 
and enable rapid market 
responsiveness.”

DIGITAL 

A R S H A D  K H A N  @ New Delhi

AUTO major Mahindra & Ma-
hindra (M&M) is expecting a 
revival in demand for light 
commercial vehicles (LCVs) 
during the second half  of  the 
ongoing financial year. The au-
tomaker, which dominates 
more than half  of  the LCV mar-
ket, feels that increased govern-
ment spending and improving 
rural sentiment will support 
the growth momentum. 

Veejay Nakra, President of  
Automotive Division, Mahin-
dra & Mahindra said that in-
tense heatwaves and the elec-
tion season led to a slowdown 
in demand for LCVs after two 
years of  blockbuster sales in 
the 2-3.5 tonne segment. 

“However, the government 
spending after the election out-
come has been robust, and the 
monsoon is above normal this 
year. This is expected to have a 
positive impact on the LCV seg-

ment. We are already seeing de-
mand revival in the two-wheel-
er and tractor segment…this is 
a strong indicator that we will 
see the same for LCV,” Nakra 
told TNIE. He also said that the 
company’s new product - Veero 
- will help M&M to increase its 

market share in the southern 
region where Ashok Leyland 
and Tata Motors are the domi-
nant players. Even though 
M&M has a market share of  
63% in the 2-3.5 tonne segment 
in the domestic market, its 
share in the southern markets 

is just 27%. “Now we have a 
product to address the gap we 
have in the region,” said Na-
kra. Sales of  LCV (less than 3.5 
tonne) is on a decline so far in 
FY25. 

While growth in the 2-3.5 
tonne segment has largely re-
mained flattish, vehicles under 
the 2 tonnes category are reel-
ing under severe pressure 
amidst growing demand for 
commercial electric three-
wheelers. This segment has 
registered a decline of  8-9% so 
far this fiscal. M&M on Monday 
launched the Mahindra Veero 
at a starting price of  R7.99 lakh. 
The automaker also unveiled 
the CNG version of  the vehicle 
and hinted at an electric launch 
soon as well. Veero is available 
with a 1.5-litre, three-cylinder, 
mDI diesel engine, producing 
59.7 kW and 210 Nm of  torque, 
and a Turbo mCNG engine, de-
livering 67.2 kW and 210 Nm of  
torque. 

M&M expects demand revival for LCVs in H2FY25

‘To support multiple powertrain options’
R Velusamy, President - Automotive Technology and Product 
Development at M&M said that designed to support multiple 
powertrain options, including electric in the near future, Veero 
addresses the diverse operational needs of businesses.

sourced Semiconductor Assem-
bly and Test) facility unit in 
Sanand, Gujarat. The plant, 
worth R3,300 crore, is expected 
to be fully operational in the 
next 18 to 24 months. This is the 
fifth application accepted by In-
dia’s Semiconductor Mission, 
launched by the Ministry of  
Electronics and Information 
Technology in December 2021, 
with an outlay of  R76,000 crore 
to make India a semiconductor 
hub like Taiwan. 

“The construction work has 
already started in Sanand, Gu-
jarat, and the first production 
or first phase of  production 
will start with a 100 million 
chip capacity in 10 to 12 months. 
After two and a half  years, 
when the plant is fully opera-
tional, it will produce 1 billion 
chips,” said Panicker. Initially, 
Kaynes planned to set up its fa-
cility in Telangana but later 
changed its location to Sanand, 
Gujarat, where other compa-

nies like Micron Technology 
are also establishing their pres-
ence. The reason for shifting its 
semiconductor manufacturing 
unit to Gujarat was the devel-
opment of  the entire ecosystem 
in the region, said Panicker. 

Kaynes Technology has cho-
sen its technology partners for 
its semiconductor unit, includ-
ing Globetronics from Malay-
sia, Aptos Technologies from 
Taiwan, AOI in Japan, and Cal-
ifornia-based Mixx Technolo-
gies. The chips produced in this 
unit will cater to a wide variety 
of  applications which include 
segments such as industrial, 
automotive, electric vehicles, 
consumer electronics, telecom 
and mobile phones, among oth-
ers.  When asked about the gov-
ernment’s focus for the next 
phase of  the semiconductor in-
centive scheme, Panicker sug-
gested that it should include 
incentives for equipment 
manufacturing. 

ROAD AHEAD
Recently, Cabinet approved Kaynes Semicon’s 

semiconductor unit in Sanand

The plant to see an 
initial investment of

`3,300 CR
It will be fully 

operational in the 
next 18 to 24 

months

The chips produced in 
the unit will cater to a 

wide variety of 
applications

100 MN

The first  
phase of 
production will 
begin with a

chip capacity in 
10 to 12 months

When the plant is fully operational, it 
will produce 1 billion chips

Initially, Kaynes planned to set up its 
facility in Telangana but later changed 
its location to Gujarat

The subsidy should be for semiconductor components usage in 
India, for instance, substrate, raw material, gases, and 
equipment manufacturing.

Raghu Panicker, CEO of Kaynes Semicon

E N S  E C O N O M I C  B U R E A U  @ New Delhi

SEBI chairperson Madhabi 
Puri Buch and her husband 
Dhaval Buch are defending 
themselves  and putt ing  
out facts that contradict the al-
legations of  Congress, said  Fi-
nance Minister Nir mala 
Sitharaman. 

Speaking at an event in 
New Delhi, she said, 
“Quite a few of  the al-
legations have been an-
swered... I think the 
facts will have to be tak-
en on board.” On being 
asked whether she was satis-
fied with Madhabi Puri Buch’s 
answers, Sitharaman said, “I’m 
not here to judge that.” In a 
joint statement issued last Fri-
day, Sebi chairperson Madhabi 
Puri Buch and her husband 
Dhaval Buch had denied the al-

legations of  impropriety and 
conflict of  interest levelled by 
Congress, saying they are false, 
malicious and motivated. The 
statement said Madhabi Buch 
never dealt with any file involv-
ing Agora Advisory and Agora 
Partners -- the advisories where 
she held 99% and continued to 

earn revenue even after she 
joined the market regula-

tor body Sebi in 2017.
The statement added 
she never handled files 
involving the Mahin-

dra Group, Pidilite In-
dustries, Dr Reddy’s Lab-

oratories Ltd, Alvarez and 
Marsal, and Sembcorp -- the 
firms that had employed her 
husband at some time during 
her stint at Sebi -- as also that 
pertaining to her previous em-
ployer ICICI Bank at any stage 
after joining the regulator.

Buchs putting out facts to 
contradict allegations: FM



A S H O K  V E N U G O P A L  @ Chennai

RISHABH Pant is set to be in 
the spotlight soon. With India’s 
first Test against Bangladesh 
beginning in Chennai on 
Thursday, Pant is likely to make 
a return to the Test team after 
almost 20 months. Although 
Dhruv Jurel kept wickets 
against England earlier in 
the year and is currently 
part of  the squad, Pant 
could get the nod ahead of  
Jurel in the playing XI.

And one could see 
glimpses of  it as Pant had 
a fruitful net session on 
Monday with the bat at the 
MA Chidambaram Stadium in 
the lead up to the opening 
Test. The left-handed batter 
was employing his trademark 
shots and seemed to be in 
good touch. After his recov-
ery from the car accident 
that he suffered in Decem-
ber 2022, Pant played in the 
IPL this year and was also 
part of  the Indian team that 
won the T20 World Cup in the 
United States and West Indies. 

The focus is now  on whether 
he’s ready for red-ball cricket 
and if  he is the same player 
that he once was in the longest 
format of  the game. He played 
the opening round of  the Du-
leep Trophy game, but keeping 
to R Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja 
and Kuldeep Yadav in Test 
cricket is different. The Chen-
nai Test will paint a better pic-
ture on where he stands. 
Former India wicketkeeper 
Syed Kirmani, who is regarded 
as one of  the finest keepers to 
have represented India, is bat-
ting for Pant.

“Pant is a talented wicket-
keeper. He is a quality wicket-
keeper-batter and he should get 
back the job he once did with 
panache,” said Kirmani. “He 
(Pant) has played the IPL and 

also white-ball cricket for the 
country. So what is the big issue 
now? He should naturally be 
part of  red-ball cricket too. He 
is an all-format player,” added 
the World Cup-winning keeper. 

Test cricket requires a lot of  
hard work and with India sched-
uled to play five at home and 

five in Australia, the job of  
the wicketkeeper is all the 

more important. Kirmani felt 
Pant will be up for the chal-
lenge. “I think the quality of  his 
performance as a wicketkeeper 
across formats is very good. I’m 
sure he must have been practis-
ing in his hometown, be it at the 
NCA in Bangalore...wherever, 
he must be regularly practis-
ing.  He has played the Duleep 
Trophy and so on. So on that ba-
sis, I’m sure he is on track for 
red-ball cricket too,” opined 
Kirmani. “As I said earlier, the 
quality of  his performance is 
very good. So when you come 
back after a long break into Test 
cricket, it will take some time to 
get back the original form. If  he 
fails one or two matches, it 
doesn’t matter. He is a class act 

and we must persist with him 
and give him an opportunity to 
get back where he belongs,” 
said Kirmani.

Kirmani felt Pant’s ability to 
keep against the spinners will 
be critical. With spinners like 
Ashwin, Jadeja and Axar Patel, 
to name a few, in the squad, it 
will be interesting how Pant 
handles their bowling behind 
the stumps. “I hate the word 
tough or difficult. No wicket-
keeper should feel difficult to 
keep to any bowler. He should 
apply himself, stand up to the 
stumps, show good technique 
and have a sense of  anticipa-
tion, the job is done. I’m sure 
the more Pant keeps wickets, 
he will get back his original 
rhythm,” Kirmani noted.

It goes without saying Pant’s 

fitness will be put to the test. 
Former India trainer Ramji 
Srinivasan believes that fitness 
is nothing but the state of  the 
mind. “I’m sure Pant has adapt-
ed to the situation playing in 
the Duleep trophy. It’s the mind-
set he needs to focus on now. 
The team of  support staff  needs 
to monitor him through the se-
ries as Test matches are differ-
ent from white-ball games. I’m 
sure Pant has prepared him-
self, both physically and men-
tally for it (Test cricket). Pant is 
a smart kid and knows what he 
wants,” Ramji said.

The next few days could give 
us a glimpse of  where Pant 
stands. The Indian team man-
agement will be hoping that he 
can make a solid impression on 
his comeback.

E X P R E S S  R E A D
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Sri Lankan duo crowned ICC Players of the Month
DUBAI: Sri Lanka players Dunith Wellalage and Harshitha 

Samarawickrama were named as the ICC Players of the Month for 
August 2024. The rare double comes after Wellalage excelled in a at 
home and Samarawickrama hit a purple patch on a tour of Ireland. 

The only previous instance of players from the same country winning 
the awards in the same month was when Jasprit Bumrah and Smriti 

Mandhana were named the Players of the Month in June this year.

Golfer Lahiri finishes 
sixth in LIV Chicago
BOLINGBROOK (USA): Anirban 
Lahiri carded a final round 
3-under 67 to secure a tied-
sixth finish, while Jon Rahm 
won his second tournament in 
three starts to claim the 
season-long individual 
championship at the LIV Golf 
Chicago. His team, Crushers, 
grabbed the team title. Rahm 
shot a bogey-free 4-under 66 
to win both LIV Golf Chicago 
and the individual title at 
Bolingbrook Golf Club.

Guadalajara Open: 
Frech captures title

MEXICO CITY: Magdalena Frech 
defeated qualifier Olivia 

Gadecki 7-6 (5), 6-4 to capture 
her first WTA title at the 
Guadalajara Open. Frech 

became the fourth Polish 
woman to win a singles title 

this century joining Magda 
Linette, Agnieszka Radwanska 

and current world No.1 Iga 
Swiatek. Frech made her first 

WTA singles final last July but 
the the Guadalajara Open was 

her maiden WTA 500 final.

R E P U T A T I O N  O N  T H E  L I N E

RETURNING RISHABH UNDER SPOTLIGHT
After missing out on Test cricket for almost 
two years, wicketkeeper-batter likely to 
make a return in the first Test vs Bangladesh

From tennis ball 
to pace sensation: 
Rana’s journey
F I R O Z  M I R Z A @ Chennai

HE had not held a cricket ball in his hand until he turned 17 but 
only four years later Nahid Rana started hurrying world-class 
batters with his raw pace. He crossed 150kmph on his Test debut
against Sri Lanka in March this year and consistently touched 
the 150kmph mark in two five-day matches Bangladesh played 
against hosts Pakistan. The 21-year-old dismantled Pakistan in 
the Rawalpindi Test claiming four wickets including that of  
captain Shan Masood, Babar Azam and Saud Shakeel in the 
second innings to hand his team a historic 2-0 clean sweep.

With Bangladesh touring India for two Tests and three T20Is, 
Najmul Hossain Shanto and Co will expect Rana to continue in 
the same vein. More importantly, the pace sensation standing 
at around six feet two inches would be keen to outfox batters
like Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma on his first tour to India.

Rana might be the centre of  attraction given his recent ex-
ploits on the field and the pace he generates but it was a far-
fetched dream almost five years ago when he decided to leave 
his village Horishpur (Harishpur) for district headquarters 
Chapainawabganj to pursue his dream of  becoming a cricketer. 
“One of  my acquaintances from his village called me and told 
me about the pace he generates,” Alamgir Kabir, former Bang-
ladesh pacer who played three Tests for the country, told this 
daily. Alamgir works as a fast bowling coach at the Clemon Ra-
jshahi Cricket Academy started by former Bangladesh Test cap-
tain Khaled Mashud along with a few divisional cricketers.

But for Rana to make a move, he had to fulfil a demand put 
forth by his elder brother, who was working in Saudi Arabia 
and the primary earning member of  the family. “Rana’s father 

is a small-time farmer and it 
was his elder brother who used 
to send money to the family 
from Saudi Arabia to make 
ends meet. Initially, the brother 
was skeptical and was of  the 
opinion that due to cricket Ra-
na’s studies might take a back 
seat. So he demanded Rana to 
complete his 10th class before 
moving to district headquar-
ters. Once that was done, he 
asked Rana to complete his 12th 
along with cricket coaching,”
added Alamgir.

Even moving to the academy 
didn’t work immediately for 
Rana as it was raining then and 
the youngster had to wait to 
showcase his skills. “On Day 
One, I gave him a new ball and 
an old ball to check his skills. 
He bowled quite well with both 
balls. His pace was extraordi-
nary as our professional wick-
etkeeper was struggling to col-
lect the ball. But a lot needed to 

be done as his run-up was haphazard and he was holding the 
ball with both hands. These issues make a bowler injury prone. 
So we worked on him for almost two years before he made his 
first-class debut,” reminded the coach.

Swimming, climbing trees developed Rana’s muscles
Alamgir holds Rana a natural talent and attributes his fast 
bowling to activities he used to do in his village. “He was tall 
and that definitely helps to extract extra bounce from the sur-
face. But his shoulders were also strong. Besides, his core body 
was well-built. I asked about it and he said he used to swim for 
hours in his village. He also used to climb mango trees up and 
down, along with his friends. These activities apparently devel-
oped his muscles and made him fit enough to bowl faster.”

Rana used to bowl for hours in the nets with the coach video-
graphing him. They both used to watch the videos later and 
work on the pacer’s skills. The efforts put in by the pacer and 
the coach paid rich dividends as the former made his first-class 
debut for Rajshahi Division against Barisal in the National 
Cricket League in October 2021. In the next season (2022-23), 
Rana claimed 41 wickets to grabbed eyeballs. However, it was 
his stints for Khulna Tigers in the Bangladesh Premier League 
that caught the eye of  selectors and eventually fetched a na-
tional call-up for the Test side this year.

Usually, youngsters of  his age follow the footprints of  famed 
cricketers in their early days. But Rana is different. “I once 
asked him whom he follows as a cricketer and his reply was 
unique. ‘Sir I want to be Nahid Rana, why should I become like 
anyone else’. The reply was surprising but I also asked him to 
be natural and carve out his own paths.” With 11 wickets from 
the first three Tests, Rana has already announced himself  on 
the world stage. How he fares in the two Tests against India will 
further shape his career and Alamgir strongly believes there 
will be many not only in Bangladesh but across the world to 
follow the footprints of  Rana when he hangs his boots.

A G E N C I E S  @ Manchester

THE biggest challenge to Man-
chester City’s Premier League 
dominance was due to start on 
Monday at a hearing into a slew 
alleged financial breaches. On 
the line is City’s reputation and 
punishment could be as ex-
treme as expulsion from the 
league. 

City, which has won the last 
four league titles, denies the 
charges, which include provid-
ing misleading information 
about its finances. It will be 
down to a team of  lawyers to 
clear the club’s name and final-
ly quash accusations that have 
cast a cloud over its unprece-
dented period of  success. 

Manager Pep Guardiola con-
firmed on Friday that the long-
awaited hearing into more than 
100 charges of  alleged financial 
wrongdoing was due to start. 
“I’m happy it’s starting on Mon-

day. I know there will be more 
rumors,” he said. “Everybody 
is innocent until guilt is 
proven.”

City was accused by the Pre-
mier League in February last 
year of  providing misleading 
information about its finances 
over a nine-year period between 
2009-18 after it was bought by 
Abu Dhabi’s ruling family in 
2008. City was trying to estab-
lish itself  as one of  the leading 
clubs in Europe, signed some of  
the world’s best players like 
Yaya Toure, Sergio Aguero and 
Kevin de Bruyne and won three 
league titles — in 2012, 2014 and 
2018. The league’s financial fair 
play rules are designed to en-
sure clubs essentially spend 
what they earn and commercial 
deals are assessed for being at 
legitimate market value.

The charges came after a 
four-year investigation and fol-
lowing the publication of  

leaked emails and documents, 
likely hacked, that were pub-
lished starting in 2018 by Ger-
man magazine Der Spiegel. 

The documents allegedly 
showed attempts to cover up 
the source of  City’s income in a 
bid to comply with Financial 
Fair Play rules operated by Eu-

ropean soccer’s governing body 
UEFA and the Premier League. 
City was also accused of  breach-
es relating to its alleged failure 
t o  c o - o p e r at e  w i t h  t h e 
investigation.

The hearing into the charges 
will be held by an independent 
commission made up of  three 

judges appointed by a lawyer 
who chairs the league’s judicial 
panel. The hearing will be held 
behind closed doors, and a ver-
dict is not expected until next 
year. Potential punishment for 
a “serious breach” of  the 
league’s rule book is wide-rang-
ing. Dependent on whether City 
is found guilty of  any of  the 
charges, possible sanctions in-
clude a fine, points deduction 
or in “extreme cases, expulsion 
from the competition” accord-
ing to the league’s rules.

City said it was surprised by 
the charges when they were 
made last year. “The Club wel-
comes the review of  this matter 
by an independent Commis-
sion, to impartially consider 
the comprehensive body of  ir-
refutable evidence that exists in 
support of  its position,” it said 
in a statement. “As such we look 
forward to this matter being 
put to rest once and for all.”

City hearing a chance to clear name or taint their dominance

ACT hockey: Harmanpreet’s twin 
goals sink Korea; take India to final
A G E N C I E S  @ Hulunbuir (China) 

SKIPPER Harmanpreet Singh’s 
sublime form resulted in twin 
strikes as defending champi-
ons India entered the final of  
the Asian Champions Trophy 
with a clinical 4-1 win against 
South Korea in the semi-final 
here on Monday. India scored 
through Uttam Singh (13th 
minute), skipper Harmanpreet 
Singh (19th, 45th) and Jarman-
preet Singh (32nd), while Ko-
rea’s lone goal came from 
through Yang Jihun (33rd)’s 
penalty corner conversion. 

India’s attacking intent final-
ly paid of  in the 13th minute 
when Uttam positioned him-
self  at the right place at the 
right time to tap in Araijeet 
Singh Hundal’s supply from 
the right. Four minutes into 
the second quarter, India se-
cured their first penalty corner 
and Harmanpreet scored his 
sixth goal of  the tournament to 
hand his side a 2-0 lead. 

At the stroke of  half-time, 

custodian Suraj Karkera came 
out of  his line to save an effort 
from the opposition player. A 
brilliant scoop from Sumit 
from the right finds Jarman-
preet just outside the circle on 
the left flank and the latter 
neatly collected the ball and 
took a step or two to get inside 

the circle and slap the ball to 
extend lead. 

With a second left for the 
third quarter, India secured an-
other penalty corner and cap-
tain made no mistake. Then the 
controlled show from the Indi-
ans helped them defend the 
lead to march into the final.

Six in a row for Arjun, 
India takes sole lead

CHESS OLYMPIAD

A G E N C I E S  @ Budapest

WORLD number four Grand-
master Arjun Erigaisi regis-
tered his sixth victory in as 
many games as the Indian team 
secured its sixth straight win 
in the ongoing 45th Chess Ol-
ympiad in Budapest  on 
Monday.

Erigaisi scored over Russian-
turned-Hungarian Sjugirov 
Sanan on what turned out to be 
a hard-fought day for the Indi-
an men in the sixth round. 

On the top board, D Gukesh 
played out an easy draw as 
black against top Hungarian 
Richard Rapport. Meanwhile, 
Praggnanandhaa decided to 
sign peace with former great 
Peter Leko.

With Vidit Gujrathi securing 
a victory over Benjamin Gle-
dura, the Indian men won by a 
3-1 margin, making them the 
sole leaders in the event as Chi-
na was held to a draw by a spir-
ited Vietnamese team that 
scored another great 2-2 
result.

In the women’s section, Di-

vya Deshmukh scored the 
much-needed victory over Ele-
na Danielian to help India gain 
an early lead against Armenia. 
Additionally, D Harika played 
out a draw with Lilit Mkrtchi-
an on the first board while R 
Vaishali followed suite against 
Mariyam Mkrtchyan. 

With the team leading by 2-1 
margin, Tania Sachdev played 
it safe from a position of  
strength and played out a draw 
on the fourth board with Anna 
Sargasyan to help India win 
2.5-1.5.

The International Olympic Committee published a list Monday 
of seven would-be candidates who are set to run for election in 
March to succeed outgoing president Thomas Bach for the next 
eight years. Just one woman, IOC executive board member 
Kirsty Coventry from Zimbabwe, has thrown her hat in the ring

7 members enter race to 
become next IOC prez

Who did what?
Even as Chennai turned its hottest self, 
with temperatures closer to 40 degree 
Celsius even though it felt like a lot 
more, players from India and Bangladesh 
sweat it out at the MA Chidambaram 
Stadium on Monday. A look...

EYES ON 
RAHUL/
SARFARAZ
While India’s top six is all 
but set, the one place of 
contention remaining is 
the No 5 slot between KL 
Rahul and Sarfaraz Khan. 
The senior batter spent a 
lot of time in slip catching, 
then in closed nets before 
moving to centre-pitch 
practice. Sarfaraz had his 
share of stints as well 
while trying to work out
some chinks with assistant 
coach Ryan ten Doeschate. 
It is still early to say, but 
from the looks of it, Rahul 
could be the frontrunner.

SHAKIB  
YET TO JOIN
For Bangladesh, all-
rounder Shakib Al Hasan 
was not at the training as 
he had not yet arrived in 
the city. The former 
captain, who was in 
England, playing county 
cricket for Surrey, is 
expected to join the team 
tomorrow for training.

KOHLI VS BUMRAH
When two of the best in business go against 

each other it is always going to be competitive. 
Jasprit Bumrah bowling in red ball to Virat Kohli 

is that. Kohli hasn’t played the format in nine 
months, Bumrah, as is always the case, is at his 
peak. He ran full tilt, moving the ball either way 
to Kohli and Jaiswal. One such delivery, sharply 

came in to wrap Kohli’s pads and Bumrah 
almost did a celebrappeal. There was some 

banter on and off as well through the contest. 

JAISWAL’S ROUGH GRIND
He was the leading run-scorer of the last 
Test series against England, but Yashasvi 
Jaiswal did not have an easy time batting in 
the nets. While he continued to hit spinners, 
the left-handed opener struggled against 

pacers in the centre-
wicket practice. 
From Jasprit 
Bumrah to 
Mohammed Siraj to 
Akash Deep to the 
net bowlers, 
everyone made him 
uncomfortable with 
the 22-year-old 

edging multiple times to a non-existent slip 
cordon. Bumrah even sent the stumps cart-
wheeling once. Amidst all this, Virat Kohli 
took him aside, had a conversation and so 
did Gambhir. After a short break, Jasiwal 
turned to closed nets where he faced 
throwdowns to get his position right and 
not poke at deliveries outside off-stump.

India players celebrate a goal during the semifinal against Korea |  HOCKEY INDIA
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Bangladesh pacer Nahid Rana with 
bowling coach Alamgir Kabir

On Day One, I gave him a 
new ball and an old ball. 
He bowled quite well 
with both balls. His pace 
was extraordinary as our 
professional keeper was 
struggling to collect the 
ball — Alamgir Kabir

A file photograph of Arjun Erigaisi 
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Brain scans of a pregnant woman revealed a reduced volume in and thickness of grey matter along with 
a significant rise in steroid levels, according to a study published in the journal Nature Neuroscience. The 
results could have broad implications for understanding one’s parental behaviour, how vulnerable they 
are to mental health disorders, along with their patterns of brain aging, the authors said
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R I S H I T A  K H A N N A  @ Bengaluru

A
 32-YEAR-OLD IT professional in 
Bengaluru used to experience 
blurred vision towards the end of  
her workdays. The symptoms 
worsened during weekdays due to 
her heavy workload and her lack 
of  proper sleep, but improved on 

weekends when she stayed away from the 
computer screen. After a medical evaluation, 
she was diagnosed with hypermetropia, and 
her symptoms were managed through cor-
rective glasses, reducing non-essential screen 
time, and practising good digital hygiene, in-
cluding frequent breaks, proper ergonomics, 
and adjusted screen settings.

Computer vision syndrome (CVS), also 
known as digital eye strain, is becoming in-
creasingly common as screen time has in-
creased among adults and children, leading 
to eye strain, headaches, and other visual dis-
comforts. The condition, driven by prolonged 
use of  digital devices, is particularly affect-
ing people in the age group of  25-40, and chil-
dren who spend excessive time on computers 
and smartphones. 

Experts highlight that factors like inade-
quate breaks and reduced outdoor activities 
are contributing to the rise in symptoms. 
Moreover, the pandemic’s shift to remote 
work and learning further amplified these 
issues, making digital eye strain a growing 
health concern.

Dr Ashwin Santosh Shetty, consultant oph-
thalmologist at Aster CMI Hospital, noted a 
spike in cases, pointing out that 25% of  peo-
ple in the 25-40 age group are facing eye strain 
due to increased working hours in front of  
and insufficient breaks from screens. “The 
problem is not limited to adults, children are 
also increasingly experiencing eye problems, 
primarily due to excessive screen time for 
learning and leisure activities, reduced out-
door play, and poor digital hygiene,” he said.

The symptoms are usually reversible with 
proper care, such as reducing screen expo-
sure, encouraging outdoor activities, and 
consulting an ophthalmologist if  symptoms 
persist, says Dr Shetty. He stressed on the im-
portance of  managing screen time and fos-
tering good digital habits, especially in chil-
dren who may have underlying conditions 
like hypermetropia (farsightedness) 
that can worsen with 
prolonged screen use. 
Elaborating on the 
symptoms and its sub-cat-
e gories,  Dr Sukanya 
Meikandasivam, consult-

ant ophthalmologist at Gleneagles 
BGS Hospital, said it can be cate-

gorised into three types: visual 
symptoms (blurry vision, visu-
al discomfort, and double vi-

sion), ocular symptoms (dry 
eyes, redness, reflex tear-

ing, and irritation), and 
extraocular symptoms 
(headaches, shoulder 
pain, and discomfort 

in the neck and back).
Doctors said that the shift to remote work 

or work from home and the surge in online 
classes has exacerbated CVS cases, particu-
larly among children and young adults. A 
notable rise in symptoms was observed ow-
ing to increased screen time for virtual meet-
ings, online classes, and entertainment, says 
Dr Sukanya. She adds that children are at 
greater risk owing to poor screen habits, 
such as holding devices too close and infre-
quent blinking. Dr Shetty, on the other hand, 
points out that apart from children, IT profes-
sionals and those with pre-existing condi-
tions such as dry eye syndrome or uncorrect-
ed refractive errors are at higher risk.

To mitigate CVS, experts recommend the 
20-20-20 rule: every 20 minutes, look at some-
thing 20 feet away for at least 20 seconds. 

Maintaining proper posture, adjusting 
screen brightness, and ensuring adequate 
lighting can help reduce symptoms. 
While lubricating eye drops can offer tem-
porary relief, it’s important to consult an 

ophthalmologist to determine if  symp-
toms are due to insufficient tear pro-

duction or excessive evaporation.

DIGITAL EYE STRAIN

REDUCE 
SCREEN 
EXPOSURE 
TO STOP 
VISION LOSS
WARNING SIGNS
 Sore, tired, burning or  

itching eyes

 Watery or dry eyes

 Blurred or double vision

 Headache

 Sore neck, shoulders or back

 Increased sensitivity 
to light 
(photophobia)

 Difficulty 
concentrating

 Feeling that 
you cannot 
keep your 
eyes open

HOW TO REDUCE OR PREVENT EYE STRAIN
Adjust the lighting: When watching TV, keep the 
room softly lit. When reading printed materials or 
doing close work, position the light behind you and 
direct it onto the page or task. If you’re reading at a 
desk, use a shaded light positioned in front of you

Take breaks: Take occasional breaks and rest your 
eyes by looking away from the screen or book

Limit screen time: This is especially important 
for children as they may not know the risk of poor
screen habits

Artificial tears: Artificial tears can help prevent 
and relieve dry eyes. Your eye specialist can 
suggest which eye drops might be best for you

Improve the air quality of your space: Some 
changes that may help prevent dry eyes include 
using a humidifier, adjusting the thermostat to 
reduce blowing air and avoiding smoke. If you 
smoke, consider quitting. Moving your chair to a 
different area may help reduce the amount of dry 
moving air on your eyes and face

Choose the right eyewear: If you need 
glasses or contacts and work at a  

computer, consider investing in glasses or 
contact lenses designed specifically for 
computer work

TIPS FOR COMPUTER WORK
Blink often to refresh your eyes: Blinking 
produces tears that moisten and refresh your 
eyes

Take eye breaks: Try the 20-20-20 rule: 
Every 20 minutes, look at something 20 feet 
away for at least 20 seconds

Check lighting and reduce glare: Bright 
lighting and too much glare can strain your 
eyes and make it difficult to see objects on 
your monitor

Adjust your monitor: Position your monitor 
directly in front of you about an arm’s length 
away so that the top of the screen is at or just 
below eye level. It also helps to have a chair 
you can adjust

Use a document holder: If you need  
to refer to print material while you work on 
your computer, place it on a document holder. 
The goal is to reduce how much your eyes 
need to readjust and how often you turn your 
neck and head

Adjust your screen settings: Enlarge the 
type for easier reading. And adjust the 
contrast and brightness to a level that’s 
comfortable for you

— C O M P I L E D  B Y  R I S H I T A  K H A N N A

MYTH
B U S T E R S

Myth: Heart attacks only occur in 
older adults
Fact: About 1 in 5 heart attacks occur in 
people under the age of 40. Young adults may 
think they are invincible, but heart disease can 
affect anyone. Factors like family history, high 
blood pressure, high cholesterol, smoking, 
obesity, and diabetes can increase the risk of 
heart attack, even in young adults.

Myth: Young adults are immune to 
heart disease
Fact: Young adults may think they are too 
young to worry about heart disease, but the 
truth is that heart disease can start early. 
Certain conditions like cardiomyopathy and 
congenital heart defects can increase the 
risk of heart attack in young adults, apart 
from factors like smoking and family history. 

Myth: Heart attacks are always 
caused by high cholesterol 
Fact: While high cholesterol is a risk factor 
for heart attack, it is not the only cause. 
Heart attacks are caused by multiple factors 
and conditions like cardiomyopathy, 
congenital heart defects, and spontaneous 
coronary artery dissection. Lifestyle factors 
like poor diet, lack of exercise, stress, and 
substance abuse can also increase the risk. It 
is important to remember that attacks can 
occur even with normal cholesterol levels.

Myth: Young adults can’t get a 
‘real’ heart attack
Fact: Heart attacks in young adults can be 
just as severe and life-threatening as those in 
older adults. Young adults often come to the 
hospital much later than older people because 
they are under the impression that a heart 
attack won’t happen to them and often 
mistake it for a gastric problem. As a result, 
they wait one to two days before seeking 
medical attention, leading to massive damage.

Myth: Heart attacks are always 
preceded by warning signs
Fact: While some heart attacks are 
preceded by warning signs like chest pain or 
shortness of breath, others may occur 
without warning. Young adults may 
experience symptoms like fatigue, 
lightheadedness, or cold sweats, which can be 
mistaken for other conditions. It is essential 
to be aware of the symptoms and seek 
medical attention immediately if they occur. 

Dr Keshava R  
On heart attacks

Senior director, interventional  
cardiology, Fortis Hospital

A S H I S H  S R I V A S T A V A  @ New Delhi

D
ESPITE advancements in 
medical science, heart disease 
remains a major global health 
challenge, continuing to be 
the leading cause of  mortality 
worldwide. According to the 
WHO, cardiovascular diseas-
es are responsible for approxi-

mately 18 million deaths annually.
Traditional methods of  diagnos-

ing and treating cardiovascular 
conditions often rely on general-
ised approaches, which may not 
fully account for individual patient 
differences. However, recent break-
throughs in AI and personalised 
medicine are transforming cardio-
vascular care.

Experts said AI has enabled med-
ical practitioners to perform more 
comprehensive assessments of  car-
diac patients, allowing them to pre-
dict outcomes and tailor treatment 
protocols with greater precision. 
"During diagnostic tests, vast 

amounts of  data are 
generated. As hu-
mans, we tend to fo-
cus on key findings, 
often overlooking additional data 
that may contain valuable insights. 
AI helps us analyse the entire data-
set, identifying patterns that may 
go unnoticed," said Dr Man-
ish Bansal, senior direc-
tor, clinical & preventive 
cardiology, cardiac care, 
Medanta, Gurugram.

"For instance, when a pa-
tient undergoes an echocar-
diogram, AI can assess not 
only the obvious issues, 
like valve narrowing, but 
also subtle factors that 
could affect future risk. 

This leads to more accu-
rate evaluations and 
helps guide decisions on 
whether early surgical 

intervention is necessary or if  con-
servative monitoring is sufficient," 
he said.

Dr Kala Jeethender Jain, con-
sultant cardiologist at Yashoda 
Hospitals, Hyderabad, added, 
"AI-driven tools, such as deep 

learning models, analyze imag-
ing data and echocardio-

grams to detect subtle 
changes in cardiac func-
tion that may be missed by 
the human eye, enhancing 

early detection of  condi-
tions like cardiomyopathy 

and coronary artery disease."

Research studies back these ob-
servations. According to a 2021 
study published in ‘Circulation: 
Cardiovascular Imaging,’  a jour-
nal by the American Heart Asso-
ciation (AHA), AI algorithms dem-
onstrated superior performance in 
analysing cardiac imaging com-
pared to traditional methods. The 
study revealed that AI-driven tools 
achieved a 92% accuracy rate in de-
tecting left ventricular ejection 
fraction (LVEF) from echocardio-
grams, surpassing the 85% accu-
racy rate of  human experts.

However, some cardiologists 
urge caution on the current state 
of  AI in cardiovascular science. Dr 
Rajiv Passey, senior cardiologist at 
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital in Delhi, 
pointed out the need for further re-
search. "Significant limitations re-
main in the current studies, under-
lying technology, and the clinical 
application of  these techniques. 
Prospective, multi-centre ran-
domised controlled trials involving 

PLAINER

Personalised medicine and AI 
are transforming cardiac care

interdisciplinary and cross-industry col-
laboration are necessary to validate the 
utility and reproducibility of  AI in car-
diovascular medicine," he said.

Despite these challenges, there is grow-
ing optimism about AI's potential to pre-
dict and prevent heart disease, particu-
larly in at-risk populations. "One of  the 
biggest hurdles in preventing heart dis-
ease is that many people underestimate 
their personal risk. General advices like 
avoiding smoking, eating healthy, and ex-
ercising is well-known but often ignored. 
AI and personalised medicine help ad-
dress this issue by offering tailored risk 
assessments that are more accurate than 
generalised predictions," Bansal said.
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Government of Odisha “e” Procurement Notice 
WORKS DEPARTMENT 

Bid Identification No. CCEKC - 12 / 2024-25  
e-mail : ccekeonjharpwdcircie@gmail.com /  

sekcpwd_keonjhar@yahoo.com 
Letter No.4186   dt.12.09.2024

1 No. of the work : 3 number Road & Bridge Works.  
2 Estimated cost : Rs. 185.56 Lakhs to Rs. 297.37 

Lakhs
3 Class of Contractor : “B” & “A” Class
4 Period of completion : 08 (Eight) Calendar Months to 10 

(Ten) Calendar Months 
5 Date and Time of availability 

of Bid document in the portal
: From 11.30 Hours of 23.09.2024 to 

16.00 Hours of 08.10.2024 
6 Last date / Time for receipt 

of bids in the portal
: 16.00 Hours of 08.10.2024

7 Date of opening of Bid from 
Portal

: 11.30 Hours on 09.10.2024 

8 Name and address of the 
officer inviting Bid

:- Chief Construction Engineer, Keon-
jhar (R&B) Circle, Keonjhar-758001. 

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal  
"http://tendersodisha.gov.in" Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer

 Keonjhar (R&B) Circle, KeonjharOIPR-34033/11/0026/2425

B-257

No.3062/PW/PH/DB-WWI/F.No.578/2024-25
GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION
Puducherry, the 16.09.2024

e-TENDERING NOTICE INVITING BID BY EPC MODE
e-Tender No.11/PHD/2024-25

On behalf of the President of India, Bids are invited for the 
work of “M/W : Supply, erection, testing and commissioning 
of brackish water desalination plants at various tubewell 
sites in Puducherry. S/W : Supply, erection, testing and 
commissioning of brackish water desalination plant 
(BWDP) at Swadeshi Mill OHT Campus, Puducherry.” on 
EPC mode of contract. Approx Estimate Cost `.3,85,00,000/- 
(Inclusive of GST) & Bid Security `.8,10,000/-. For further 
details please refer the website www.pudutenders.gov.in 
from 10.00 A.M. on 19.09.2024

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (PHD)No.209/DIP/AD(Press)/2024-25
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‘Didn’t want to play a 
serial killer...’

Space Shuttle Enterprise
On this day in 1976 NASA unveiled 
its first space shuttle, the Enterprise, 
during a ceremony in Palmdale, 
California.

 DAY’S DIARY
TAKING FLIGHT

In 1977, the Enterprise became 
the first space shuttle to fly on 
its own. It was lifted 25,000 
feet into the air by a Boeing 747 
airplane and then was released.

SPACE TRAVEL

NASA began launching regular flights  
of the space shuttle in 1981 starting with 
Columbia from Cape Canaveral, Florida. 
Early shuttles took satellite equipment 
into space and carried out scientific 
experiments.

EXPENSIVE AFFAIR

Development of 
the aircraft-like 
spacecraft cost 
almost $10 billion and 
took nearly a decade.
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S H R E Y A  V E R O N I C A

N aesthetic fashion 
boutique with vibrant 
architecture and out-
fits that blend perfect-
ly with the latest 
trends. Renowned de-
signers Abraham & 

Thakore have opened their 
store in Hyderabad and CE 
hears all about it from them. 

About the new store and the 
city of  Hyderabad, David said, 
“We are very excited to be here, 
we love the location, and we 
love where we are. We love the 
city and the biryani. The tal-
ented architects have done a 
great job with the store, which 
tells the whole story to 
people.” 

The store show-
cased some amaz-
ing collections 
that the two de-
signers worked 
on, keeping in 
mind the season 
and trends. “The 

new collection is called Parallel 
World  and this has been 
launched in all our stores. It 
plays with form and elements 
like lines, stripes and checks, 
very much a part of  A&T de-
sign language. We maintain 
consistency in design lan-
guage,” Rakesh emphasised.

Dressed in black and white, 
they looked handsome, like 
two classy gentlemen. On their 
obsession with the colours, 
David said that during design-
ing, creating patterns and 
drawing, the planning and 
plotting can be clearly done in 
black and white. “You can 
study the definition, the bal-
ance and proportions of  a 
form. B/W is fundamental. If  
you add too much colour, these 
have many emotions and some-
times the message can be a lit-
tle confusing.”

Speaking about their jour-

ney, David said, “All the gar-
ments at the front are from the 
archives and not for sale. We 
curated them in 2010 and got 
them here for the opening espe-
cially for Hyderabad. These are 
the key designs of  A&T’s run-
way collections, showing the 
different techniques and ideas 
that we had over the years.” 
Pointing to a saree, David said, 
“The first saree was acquired 
by the Victoria And Albert Mu-
seum for their permanent col-
lection.” He then went on to 
show another outfit, a sustain-
ability design where every se-
quence was made with X-rays. 
“Everything is about an inves-
tigation into a new technique. 
When we were recycling, we 
wanted to create something us-
ing waste. So, we went to hospi-
tals, picked up those X-rays and 
cut them into sequences. If  you 
look closer you can see figures. 

Each one has worked with dif-
ferent ideas,” David added. 

Regarding the time taken to 
get all of  these together into a 
design, Rakesh said, “It takes 
time. We worked with ragpick-
ers who collected it for us.” 

The two designers have done 
a lot of  handloom work too. “We 
started with handlooms. At the 
same time we also focus on in-
dustrial fabrics. We worked 
with handloom clusters in  
southern AP and Telangana and 
also worked with weavers in Ba-
naras, Maheshwar in Mahar-
ashtra, and West Bengal too. It 
changes from season to season,” 
Rakesh said. 

On working with the weavers 
of  Telangana, Rakesh pointed 
to a saree and mentioned, “The 
first saree, a double Ikkat saree, 

is also the V&A wo-
ven by the famous 
Gajam Govardha-
na. In fact, I have 
learned Ikkat from 
him. He under-
stands the whole 
process and it makes 
it easy for us. When 
we get something com-
plicated he is actually 
the first person to help 
us.”

Keeping up with 
trends and also com-
menting on fast fash-
ion, David says, “We 
don’t believe in fast 
fashion. This might 
sound like a cliché but 
we believe in style. We 
talk about sustainability 
and responsibility, which 

means clothes that last.”
There are so many ways to 

showcase style. For the design-
er duo, it means something dif-
ferent, with Rakesh saying, 
“Style means clothes that last 
and being elegant.”

About social media and fash-
ion influencers, David said that 
it is wonderful that everybody 
is in touch with everybody. “I 
think style is about always be-
ing appropriate and having 

good manners. It is not 
just about a new dress 
from Zara.”

He added that the 
duo draws inspiration 
from pretty much eve-
rything, such as the 

streets,  music, 
movies, paint-
ings or travel 
destinations. 
Rakesh was all 
praise for Hy-
derabad, say-
ing, “It has a 
d i f f e r e n t 
style, it  is 
quite amaz-

ing. We had a 
pleasant expe-
rience here.”

The design-
ers had much 
to say about 
what consti-

tutes fashion. 
To David, fashion 
is about finding 
ways to commu-
nicate. He said, 
“What you wear 
is how you and 
the world see 

you.” Rakesh de-
fined it differently, 
concluding, “Fash-
ion is a non-ver-
bal language, it’s 
talking without 

words.”

N I T I K A  K R I S H N A

F
LAMES danced in her 
kohl-lined eyes as she 
swung her sickle from left 
to right, bringing the 
trembling razakars to 

their knees. “My bhoomi (land), 
my pandisthe (crops)!” she 
cried. That was the indomita-
ble Chakali Ilamma, who fought 
against social anyayam (injus-
tice) under Nizam rule. 

And what better way to com-
memorate her 39th death anni-
versary than a Kuchipudi dance 
ballet—conceptualised and 
choreographed by renowned 
danseuse Alekhya Punjala. Or-
ganised by the State Depart-
ment of  Language and Culture 
along with the Telangana San-
geet Nataka Academy at Ravin-
dra Bharathi, the performance 
made jaws drop right from the 

opening act, a Bonalu depiction 
enlivened by traditional teen-
maar folk beats. 

As the teenmaar receded to 
give way for the folk song Bon-
am Techamu Thalli in Kalyani 
raagam with Adi taalam, Ale-
khya, our Chakali Ilamma, gen-
tly tapped her feet and made a 
powerful entrance. Flanked by 
her fellow washerwomen, each 
serving a melange of  grace and 
elegance and singing Vuthuku, 
Vuthuku in Sarasangi raagam 
with Adi taalam, Ilamma sang 
with her infinite wisdom, “Re-
move the maila (dirt) of  the hu-
man manasu (mind) by wash-
ing their batalu (clothes).” Oh, 
we were stunned by the power-
ful dialogues written by the late 
Vaddepalli Krishna.

Amid deeply entrenched 
caste divides, a kind landowner 
encouraged Ilamma to farm, of-

fering land. We saw Ilamma’s 
norm-driven reluctance—de-
fined by Alekhya’s furrowed 
brows and anxious eyes—grow 
into pride and relief  when she 
took to farming. Thanking God-
dess Bathukamma, the women 
held baskets of  flowers and 
sung in Maand raagam with 
Khanda Gati taalam, “Bathuku-
lu marayani bathukummale 
aadalinka (We will sing, dance 
and rejoice as our lives have 
changed for the better).”

What versatile music, com-

posed by VBS Murali, and me-
lodious songs sung by Harini 
Ivaturi  and Sai  Charan 
Ivaturi. 

Suddenly, Mayamalavagowla 
raagam took over with Adi 
taalam as the villainous raza-
kars stormed onto stage, dis-
rupting the happy women and 
hoarsely singing, “How dare 
you offer poolu (flowers) and 
rejoice like this?” The men or-
dered the washerwomen to 
dance naked for them as the lat-
ter begged, “Nee banchana, nee 

banchana (I’m your slave, 
please don’t do this).” 

This was where Ilamma’s 
character arc took a turn for 
greatness—eyes red, she wield-
ed a sickle in her hand and lit-
erally put her foot down. Not 
just the razakars…we trembled 
too as we beheld her fury when 
she said, “Just like we remove 
kalupu (weeds) in the field, let 
us cut the gonthu (throats) of  
these ruthless fellows. Each 
one of  us are Maa Kaali.” This 
rage even baffled Ramachan-

dra Reddy—the hefty zamindar 
wearing a buttoned black coat 
and a red, Nizam-style topi 
(cap)—who demanded she give 
up her land and crops to him. In 
Gambhiranata raagam with 
Adi taalam, he jeered, “O wom-
an, you are from pedarikam 
(poverty). Where do you get 
this dhairyam (bravery) to fight 
against me?” To which Ilamma 
retorted in Simhendramad-
hyamam raagam with Tisra 
Gati taalam, “O Raakshasa, you 
are a slave of  the razakars yet 
you question me!” In no time, 
Chakali Ilamma put one foot on 
the zamindar’s chest, assuming 
Goddess Kali’s face of  fury. 

Our hearts merrily danced 
as her community sang Jai Jai 
Ilamma in the Thilang raagam 
and Khanda Gati taalam. Cur-
tains closed but our hearts were 
left open, longing for more of  
this scintillating, masterpiece 
of  a performance. 

Speaking to CE, Alekhya 
Punjala said, “Before my per-
formance, I closed my eyes and 
prayed to Chakali Ilamma, 
‘Please energise me’. This per-
formance was especially close 
to my heart because it under-
scores the history of  Telanga-
na, the land I come from. But 
what pains me is that people 
are losing touch with their 
roots, so my main aim is to 
make people aware of  it.” 

Chakali Ilamma’s great-
g randdaughter,  Chityala 
Shwetha, said, “We have never 
met Chakali Illama but watch-
ing Alekhya garu dance, we felt 
she was right there.” 

CM A Revanth Reddy, Deputy 
CM Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka, 
and other ministers who at-
tended heaped praises on what
could be best described as a 
heart-wrenchingly beautiful 
depiction of  Telangana’s most 
fierce warrior. 

At the launch of  
their flagship store, 

renowned designers 
Abraham & Thakore 

talk about their 
decades-long 

journey, working with 
weavers around the 
country and love for 

Hyderabadi Biryani

A

‘FASHION  
IS COMMUNICATION’

Pics: Vinay Madapu

Channelling Chakali Ilamma, Telangana’s warrior
Pics: Sri  Loganathan Velmurugan





V E N N A P U S A L A  R A M Y A

“I 
can’t, I’m tired,” we 
gasp, breathless, after 
climbing just two floors 
of  stairs when the ele-
vator is ‘out of  order’. 

We drag ourselves, panting, up 
the next two, wondering how 
anyone could find joy in such 
exertion. Maybe that’s why we 
admire those who hike moun-
tains—because we know the 
struggle of  these brave souls 
who see the world from much 
higher places, where every 
step is a battle against gravity, 
fatigue, and fear.

Vineel Sagar M is one of  
those rare individuals who 
takes on challenges without a 
second thought. For him, eve-
ry peak is a promise and every 
climb, a calling. From reach-
ing the heights of  Mt Kiliman-
jaro to scaling the icy slopes of  
Mt Elbrus, Vineel’s story isn’t 
just about mountains but 
about following what truly 
makes him happy. “I never felt 
that climbing a mountain or 
doing something that makes a 
person happy is a challenging 
thing,” says the Hyderabad-
b a s e d  a dve n t u r e r  a n d 
mountaineer.

It all started back in 2013, 
just after he had finished his 
intermediate studies and was 
travelling from Warangal to 
Hyderabad. “I’ve always had a 
deep love for nature and ad-
venture. One day, while on the 
road, a rock climbing school 
billboard caught my eye. With 
no map in hand, I retraced my 
steps all the way from Hydera-
bad, determined to find it 
again. I was drawn to the chal-
lenge and the thrill of  con-
quering something new. 
Though I didn’t realise how 
tough it would be at first, I em-
braced the experience and 
found a passion for overcom-
ing obstacles,” he adds.

Without wasting any more 
time, Vineel signed up for a 
rock climbing course in 2014 
and completed his Himalayan 
Mountaineering Institute 
(HMI) course in 2016. He says, 
“My coach, Shekar Babu sir, 
spotted my rock climbing tal-
ent early on and encouraged 
me to take up mountaineering 
at HMI Darjeeling. During the 
course, I even helped the in-
structors as a translator and 
led over 60 Andhra students on 
a tough expedition. That expe-
rience really built my confi-

dence and determination as a 
mountaineer.”

Soon after the course, he em-
barked on the Seven Summits 
journey in January 2017 with a 
climb up to Mt Kilimanjaro, 
where his sister became Asia’s 
youngest to reach the peak. 
“That first expedition was in-
credible. I still thank the immi-
gration officers in Delhi for al-
lowing a minor to travel abroad 
without parents. They heard 
about my record and decided to 
let me through,” he further 
adds.

Most recently, the 28-year-old 
climbed Mount Elbrus solo on 
August 21, 2024. “I had planned 
the summit on Independence 
Day, but bad weather kept me 
stuck at base camp for a while. 
My ultimate goal is to conquer 
the Seven Summits and write a 
book about my adventures, 
sharing the stories of  the peo-
ple and cultures I encounter 
along the way,” he explains.

Of  course, achieving dreams 
isn’t easy—it requires sacri-
fices. Vineel quit his job mid-
way to focus on his climbing 
goals. He also drew inspira-
tion from people like Ravi Ku-
mar, a fellow student he met 

while studying different ter-
rains and the Seven Summits 
at HMI. “Ravi, an experienced 
climber and a close friend of  
Malli Mastan Babu, gave me 
invaluable advice and helped 
me plan my path to conquer 
the Seven Summits.”

While his love for nature 
has always fuelled his passion, 
Vineel’s real challenge has 
been the years-long journey 
before and after Kilimanjaro. 
He funded that climb by train-
ing his sister to become Asia’s 
youngest on the peak while 
juggling BTech studies. “Clear-
ing the expedition debts in six 
years showed me that true grit 
goes far beyond the climb it-
self,” he shares, adding, “To 

succeed in this field or in life, 
you need to stay calm and face 
challenges head-on, no matter 
how tough they seem. My ex-
perience working as a delivery 
boy, in billing departments, 
and at a call centre has really 
helped me develop these 
skills.”

Despite his lifelong dream of  
climbing Mount Everest and 
setting a world record, the eco-
nomic downturn during the 
pandemic made sponsorships 
hard to come by. “A few years 
ago, the state government rec-
ognised my potential and 
promised to sponsor my Ever-
est expedition, but that fell 
through. Self-funding for expe-
ditions is a tough challenge, 
not just in mountaineering but 
in any sport. I have to thank 
my parents for their support; 
they even encouraged me to 
take a loan to climb Mt Kili-
manjaro and Mt Elbrus,” he 
says, adding that he is getting 
ready for further accomplish-
ments (climbing Mt Everest) 
and looking for the support to 
make this dream come true.

When asked what advice he 
would give to aspiring moun-
taineers or adventurers, 
Vineel says, “Start with short-
er hikes to build your skills 
and endurance, then gradual-
ly take on more with moun-
taineering courses. Always 
climb with experienced com-
panions and remember, moun-
taineering is a lifelong jour-
n e y  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n d 
exploration. And be aware of  
the financial side; avoid tak-
ing unnecessary risks.”

He reveals that he’s filled 
with happiness and pride 
when standing atop those 
peaks. “My mother saw the tal-
ent in me, and I’ve proven her 
right. Finishing the journey is 
bittersweet, but the memories 
last forever. The phrase 
‘records are waiting’ keeps me 
going — I believe some of  them 
are meant for me.”

Call of the
 mountains

V E N N A P U S A L A  R A M Y A

M
F Husain’s dynamic 
works, FN Souza’s 
provocative pieces, 
a n d  A k b a r 

Padamsee’s abstract creations 
were on display alongside 
international masters like 
Pablo Picasso and Henri 
Matisse, whose innovative 
and vibrant works added to 
the mix. The ‘International 
Art Show’,  curated by 
renowned names like M 
Shankar, PJ Stalin, and 
Ashok Macha, showcased a 
d ive r s e  a n d  s t u n n i n g 
collection of  masterpieces.

With a focus on modern 
art, the show brought togeth-
er incredible works from 
about 30 countries, including 
the US, UK, Germany, Russia, 
Nepal, France, and more. In-
dian artists from cities like 
Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata, and 
Hyderabad also made a mark, 
offering visitors a rare chance 
to experience a blend of  artis-
tic brilliance from around the 
world.

“The main aim of  the show 
is to highlight how contempo-
rary art is evolving globally 
by exploring different mar-
kets, styles, and creative jour-
neys. It’s a space to see how 
past masters have shaped the 
art world, while offering in-
spiration for future genera-
tions,” said Ashok Macha. 
“We’ve worked hard over the 
past year, collaboratively 
curating and organising this 
event, and it’s all come to-
gether. M Shankar, an inter-
national curator, and the rest 
of  our team put our hearts 

and souls into making this 
show a reality. It’s a proud 
moment for India and Telan-
gana, showing off  our cultur-
al richness and artistic talent 
on a global stage.”

The exhibition featured a 
wide range of  mediums and 
subjects, with 200 artists con-
tributing their work. Local tal-
ent from Hyderabad and the 
surrounding areas also got 
their chance to shine. Artists 
like Naresh Bollu, from 
Warangal, whose piece ‘Weav-
ing Icon’ reflects his back-
ground in weaving, and 
Maredu Ramu, who took in-
spiration from his trip to 
Mumbai’s Dharavi slum for 
his artwork, were featured. 
Roja Sanchana from Visakhap-
atnam drew inspiration from 
her surroundings to present 
both a sculpture and a paint-
ing. The show also spotlighted 
emerging talents like HA Pri-

ya, Madhuri Parasaram, 
Srilatha Kolli, and many 
more.

Speaking to CE, curator M 
Shankar explained, “One of  
the main focuses of  this ex-
hibition is to include inter-
national works. As the lead 
curator, I made sure to bring 
in pieces from places like the 
Philippines, Brunei, Nepal, 
Russia, and the UK, creating 
a diverse and exclusive selec-
tion. My co-curators have 
worked just as hard, and to-
gether we’ve built something 
that allows artists and visi-
tors to engage with different 
styles and perspectives.”

He also pointed out the 
unique power of  visual art to 
cross language barriers. 
“Whether it’s a flower, a 
mountain, the sun, or the 
moon, these images speak a 
universal language. You don’t 
need to know Hindi, Marathi, 
Gujarati, French, or German 
to understand them. Visual 
art doesn’t need words to con-
nect with people, making this 
show an enriching experi-
ence for everyone. With its 
variety of  colours, forms, 
and themes, it’ll inspire the 
younger generation while de-
lighting art lovers, collectors, 
and connoisseurs.”

For anyone passionate 
about fine arts, whether 
you’re a learner, enthusiast, 
or professional, this show is 
an opportunity to explore, 
learn, and grow.

CULTURE ON CANVAS
HYDERABAD  
DIGEST

Celebrate Onam with a feast 
of tradition at Dakshin
ITC Kakatiya invites you to 
experience the vibrant flavours of 
Kerala as Dakshin presents its 
special Onam celebration till 
September 17. Celebrate the festival 
of harvest with a sumptuous spread 
that captures the essence of 
Kerala’s culinary heritage.

Hair transplants made easy
Medicover Hospitals proudly announces 
that Dr Rajasekhar Madala, a renowned 
plastic surgeon specialising in cosmetic 
surgery and hair transplants, has 
successfully completed 100 hair 
transplant procedures, offering safe and 
effective solutions to hair loss. With 
advancements like Follicular Unit 
Extraction (FUE), Dr Madala performs 
minimally invasive hair transplants in 
just 4 to 5 hours, while patients remain 
awake and comfortable throughout.

Brick&Bolt launches 
Experience Centre in Hyd
Brick&Bolt, India’s leading tech-
enabled construction company 
recognised for its customer-centric 
solutions, has opened its latest 
Experience Centre (EC) in Hyderabad. 
Located at Plot No1-98/75a-75b, 
Titanium Building, Jubilee Enclave, 
Madhapur, this modern facility 
highlights Brick&Bolt’s commitment to 
transforming the construction 
landscape for property owners 
nationwide.

WAO launches Consumer 
Education Campaign
The World Avocado Organisation 
(WAO) a non-profit organisation 
which represents producers, exporters 
and importers of avocados across the 
world. After the successful push in 
2023, WAO has now launched its 
2024 campaign in India to educate 
consumers and food businesses about 
health benefits of regular avocado 
consumption and how to best use this 
fruit in varied Indian cuisines.

R E S H M I  C H A K R A V O R T Y

M
APS are not merely 
tools for naviga-
tion; they are visu-
al narratives of  ex-
p l o r a t i o n , 
discovery, and un-

derstanding. Over time, art-
ists have recognised the po-
e t i c  a n d  i m a g i n a t ive 
potential of  maps, trans-
forming them into powerful 
canvases of  creative expres-
sion. Cartography-inspired 
artworks have emerged as a 
distinctive genre that inter-
twines geography, culture, 
history, and imagination. 
One such artist is Ankon Mi-
tra, a trained architect who 
practices as a landscape de-
signer, sculptor/installation 
artist and curator. At the on-
going solo exhibition Maps 
Unfolded at Kalakriti Art 
Gallery, presented by Ka-
lakriti Archives and curated 
by Prshant Lahoti, one can 
teleport to the pre-Colonial 
era without a time machine 
and just through folds and 
pleats.

The maps featured in this 
exhibition include tradition-
al Indian pilgrimage maps, 
printed bazaar maps, and 
city maps, each offering a 
window into the society of  a 
bygone era. “Through this 
exhibition, we have tried to 
juxtapose the precision be-
hind the science of  origami 
and cartography (the age-old 
science and art of  map-mak-
ing),” says the curator. 

Ankon has built an inter-
national reputation as a pio-
neer of  the folding technique 
through his diverse projects. 
His studio’s work has been 
exhibited in India, Italy, 
France, UK, USA, Japan, the 
Netherlands, Brazil, Switzer-
land, Singapore, UAE, The 
Maldives, Malta, and China, 
most recently at the CODA 
Museum in Apeldoorn, The 
Netherlands, and Arte Lagu-
na, Arsenale de Nord, Venice 
(2021), the India Pavilion of  
the London Design Biennale 
at the Somerset House (2022) 
and the Shanghai Paper Art 
Biennale (2023). His inspira-
tion draws from the natural 
and universal phenomenon 
of  folding, evident in the very 
DNA of  life, the formation of
landscapes, and the move-
ment of  oceans. “Folding is 
my spiritual cord with the 
universe, my anchorage, and 
the act of  folding is my 
prayer,” says Ankon, further 
adding, “This exhibition is a 
series of  intense explora-
tions between history and 
city grids, map-making and 
folding, what maps reveal
and what they hide, how spa-
tial information is encoded 
into the abstract symbology 
of  maps and how maps which 
are essentially 2D can be 
translated into a series of  3D 
sculptures, murals and in-
stallations—expressions of  
form, space and light. Most 
importantly, this collabora-
tion is an exploration of  how 
the deep science and craft of  
maps can be made accessible 
and of  immense interest to a 
wider art appreciating com-
munity, enlarging its ambit 
to beyond map nerds and 
bibliophiles.”

Re-imagined globes 
“It was a long journey from 
globes to flat maps, with 
many mathematical chal-
lenges along the way, and 
now these series of  
sculptures take a imagi-
native leap to visualis-
ing globes as Origami 
Modular  polyhe-
drons, turning the 
rare and archival 2D 
maps back into 3Ds 
of  a very different 
kind, combined with 
antique silver and 
gold cardstock pa-
pers,” the artist 
explains.

Shaakha-Proshaakhaa 
(Aerial roots & branches)
A series of  historical and 
contemporary maps of  In-
dia’s road and rail networks 
over time are transformed 
into a spatial installation 
consisting of  aerial roots 
and branches, akin to a ‘Bar-
gad Ka Ped’. “From the times 
of  the Indus Valley civilisa-
tion to the times of  Buddha, 
Mahavira and the Adi Sha-
kharacharya, and to Gan-
dhi’s extensive rail journeys 
in India upon his return 
from South Africa, our an-
cients and modernist think-
ers have travelled the length 
and breadth of  this land, cre-
ating those travel networks 
that have connected our 
nodes, and have rooted us 
into a singular and uniquely 
interconnected civilisation. 
This work is a metaphor of  
those maps of  connections. 
This immersive installation 
is planned inside a mirror 
room, which would reflect 
and multiply the work ad in-
finitum in the space, captur-
ing the true significance of  
‘endless, infinite and ever-
lasting,” informs Ankon.

Votive urns 
Religious maps and pilgrim-
age maps from the Kalakriti 
Archives are harnessed in 
this work to create a series 
of  folded and pleated urns 
and vessels. Like the maps 
themselves which convey a 
desire of  the initiate to un-
dertake a spiritual journey 
to find the sacred within one-
self  by tracing a path to a 
place imbued with that kind 
of  energy. 

Cloud maps 

The formation of  clouds is 
one of  the most beautiful 
and stunning phenomena 
that occur on Earth.  This in-
stallation references ‘Cloud 
Maps’ released into the pub-
lic domain by the European 
Space Agency (ESA), NASA, 
ISRO, The Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency (JAXA) 
and their geosynchronous 
satellites, as well as video 
footage from the Interna-
tional Space Agency (ISS). 
These are maps that are fro-
zen at a moment in time and 
then change immediately 
the next moment—they are 
maps of  clouds as much as 
they are maps of  time—of  
the seasons, markers of  the 
ephemeral but glorious na-
ture of  our lives—etched in 
gold and black. 

Moons & constellations 
installation 
A series of  illustrated maps 
of  the constellations em-
bedded in the indigo and 
white speckles of  the Milky 
Way galaxy—and a sur-
prise when viewed from 
the other side—the faces of  
the glorious moons of  our 
Solar System—challenging 
our conventional notion of  
spheroids in space. 

City lights: Illuminated 
maps 
A series of  colonial era ar-
chival maps of  cities and 
urban areas from the Ka-
lakriti Archives are trans-
formed into a collection of  
lighting design objects. 
The diverse geometries 
connect to the stories of  
the urban development of  
these cities. Kolkata, Goa, 
Mumbai/Bombay, Hydera-
bad, Chennai/Madras all 
feature in this collection. 

As a 21st century econ-
omy and a rising 
world power, India 
s t r u g g l e s  w i t h 
many urban is-
s u e s ,  c l i m a t e 
c h a n g e  a n d 
unique 21st cen-
tury problems—
these illuminated 

maps are not just 
beautiful works to 

create nostalgia, but 
ask us to ponder 

about the future, 
through a lens on the 

past. 
The exhibition is on 

view till October 5.

3TUESDAY
17� 09�2024

 instagram.com/newindianexpress/
 facebook.com/thenewindianxpress
 twitter.com/newindianxpress
 Mail us: cityexpresshyd@newindianexpress.com 

MAPPING
PAST & PRESENT

Ankon Mitra

CELEBRATING

RED Health’s swift emergency 
response saves  
critical H1N1 patient

In a recent medical 
case, RED Health, 
Asia’s first JCI 
accredited medical 
transport company 

and India’s leading emergency medical 
service provider, successfully transferred 
a 51-year-old woman battling H1N1 viral 
pneumonia and acute hypoxemic 
respiratory failure from Raipur to a 
super-specialty hospital in Hyderabad.

‘MAPS UNFOLDED’—A SOLO 
EXHIBITION BY ANKON MITRA 
AT KALAKRITI ART GALLERY, 
WHERE ARCHIVAL MAPS AND 
PRINTS MEET PLEATS AND FOLDS




