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Shraddha Kapoor welcomes baby "Stree’ at her home

wélcomed a new pet.

Bollywood diva Shvaddha Kapoor. frash off the success of

Her recently relessed hormor comady film “Stree 27, shated
an adorable update with her fans on Satlrday, asshe has

SPECTACULAR SAUDI BRINGS ARABIA TO MUMBAI

Saudi’s national tourism brand, ‘Saudi Welcome to Arabia’ will be
hosting its first-ever immersive consumer event ‘Spectacutar Saudi’,
fmm!:‘ﬂpte'nberzﬁmﬂmber: from 2:00 p.m, - 10:30 p.m. at H.’e‘

E Grovind in BKC, Mumbal,

CAN WE BE THE VISHVA-GURU?

The expression Vishva-guru is rather tricky. It is a compound word in
Sanskrit which can mean ‘the guru for the world, o ‘one for whom
the world is the guru’. We do hear claims that Bharat is the Vishva-
furu, but we have tobe conscious of the frany of language.  pg
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Anashka Sen honoured for strengthening India-Korea rdltinu

Actriess Anushka Sen was recently awarded for her
contributions to enhancing the cultural relationship between
Korea and India. The young star expressed her gratitude,
shating how this recognition motivates her to continue
promating maaningful cross-cultural collaborations:
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Al Mashial Amar
Preet Singh to be
new Chief of Air Staff

Hans NEws SERVICE
NEW DELHI

ATR Marshal Amar Preet Singh,
a fighter pilot with more than
5000 hours of flying experi-
ence, will take charge as the
chief of the Indian Air Force
after  incumbent  Alr
Marshal V R Chaudhari retires
on Seplember 30, Air Marshal
Singh is currently serving as the
Vice Chief of the Air Staff,

"The govemmment has ap-
pointed Air Marshul Amar
Preet Singh, PVSM, AVSM,

presently serving as Viee Chief
of the Air Staff, as the next Chief
of the Awr Stafl, in the rank of

Air Chief Marshial, with efiect
from the afternoon of Septem-
ber 30, the defence ministry
sald. As Chief of the Alr Staff,
Air Marshal Singh's priorities
are expected to be the procure-
ment of new fighter fleets and
advancing the modemnisation

agenda of the force in view of

the fast-evolving regional secu-
rity landscape, including chal-
lenges along the Line of Actual
Cantril (LAC) with China,

The number of the 1AFs
fighter squadrons has come
down to around 30 as against
the ‘authorised strength of at
least 42, The air warrior played
a key role in the IAFs hosting
of the multinational wargame
"tarang Shakti’ récently, Known
as a fine strategist, Air Mar-
shal Singh, in a message (o the
DRDO and other agencies ap-
parently over defays in delivery
of Tejas jets and other military
systems, said publicly &t an
event in July that self-reliance
in defence cannot be at the cost
ol national security,

Borm on October 27, 1964,
Air Marshal Singh was com-
missioned into the fighter pilot
stream ol the Indian Air Force
in December 1984, In his long
and distinguished service span-
ning nearly 40 years, he has
served ina variety of commaund,
stafl, instructiohal and foreign

appointments, An alumnus of

the National Defence Academy,
Defence Services Staff College
and National Defence College,
the air officer is a qualified {1y-
ing instructor and an experi-
mental test pilat with more than
5,000 hours of lying experience
on a variety of fixed and rolary-
wing aircraft. The officer has
commanded an operational
fighter squadron and a front-
line air base.
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 Your state Is about to vote.
' Make sure there's no communal
lension heve. It should be far
away. In some other stale
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Atishi sworn-in as Delhi CM

New Derm

SENIOR Aam Aadmi Parnty
(AAP) leader Atishi took
path as the Chiel Minister
of Delhi on Saturday. The
oath of office and secrecy
was admimistered to Atishi
and her cabinet ministers
by Lt Governor (LG) Vinay
Kumar Saxena at the Raj Ni-
was, Before the swearing-in
ceremony, all the ministers
met AAP national convener
Arvind Kejriwal,

Atishi is the thitd woman

10 became Chief Minister of

Delhi and also the young-
est to hold the top post. Her
succession o the CM post
followed Kejriwals resigna-
tion as the Chief Minister
after his bail in the liguor
policy scam by the Supreme
Court.

Atishi, who represents
Dethis Kalkaji constituency
was unanimously chosen as
the leader for the top post
at the AAP legislature party
meeting on September 17,

Arishi takes cath as Chief Minister of Delhi during a ceremony 3t
Raj Niwas, in New Delhl on Saturday

Apart from Atishi, Gopal
Rai, Kaillash Gahlot, Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj, and Imran
Hussain, who were part of
the outgoing Kejriwal gov-
ernment, were sworn in as
ministers. One post remains
viacant.

Mukesh Ahlawat s a
new entrant in the Atishi
cabinet, Being a frst-time
MLA from Sultanpur Majra
and also the only Dalit face,

Mukesh Ahlawat’s elevation
will enhance the AAP gov-
ernments outreach to the
backward communities.
Before the swedring-in,
Ahlawat told IANS that
there is some sadness within
the party because of Kejri-
wal's resignation but despite
the setbacks, he will remain
the sole leader of the party.
The  swearing-in - cer-
emony remained a low-key

affair as the party didn't
engage in either show of
strength  or making big
boasts about the new
AAP  government
oath, ahead of Assembly
elections. Atishi was also
one of the senior-most min-
isters in the erstwhile Kejri-
wal government as she held
multiple portfolios and was
also seen as ‘fAlling in the
gap in (he absence of Ke-
jriwal and former Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Siso-
dia,

In the outgoing Kejri-
wal  government,  Atishi
held 13 portfolios includ-
ing linance, revenue, PWD,
power and education among
others. Rar held environ-
ment,  development  and
general administration
departments while Bharad-
wal looked afier the health,
tourism and urban develop-
ment departments among
others. Gahlot was in charge
of transport and Hussain ol
tood and civil supplies.

(Quad emerged as key grouping to work
for peace, stablhty in Indo-Pacific: PM

Hawns News SERVICE
MNew DeLHI

THE Quad has emerged as a
key plattorm ol like-minded
countries focusing on peace
and prosperity in the Indo-
Pacitic region, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said on
Saturday a8 he ¢mbarked on
a three-day visit to the US
to attend a summit of the
grouping and address a key
conclave at the United Na-
tions. Modi will dlso hold
separate  bilateral  meetings
with US President Joe Biden
and other world leaders on
the margins of the Quad
summit  in Wilmington,
Delaware, and the Summit
of the Future’ at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in New York
The prime minister's other
¢ngagements include joining
an Indian diaspora event at
Longldand and pa riicipating
in a roundtable with CEOs of
American firms working on
cutting-edge  technologics
such as Al, quantum com-
puting and semiconductors,
T look lorward to joining my
colléagues President Biden,
Prime  Minister Albanese
and Prime Minister Kishida
for the Quad Summit,” Modi
said in a departure statement.
"The forum has emerged as
a key group ol like-minded
countries (o work for peace,
progress and prosperity in
the Indo-Pacific region,”
he said. "My meeting with
President Biden will allow us

PV Modl being welcomed by members
of the Indian community upon his ar-

rival at Philadelphia airport on Saturday

Expansion of maritime pact
to Indian Ocean possible: WH

WASHINGTON: The QUAD summit has plans o ex-
pand the Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain
Awareness initiative from South East Asia to the Indlan
on, the White House said Friday. The mari-
time initiative which secks to keep
tivities on seas was first launched at the QUAD Leaders
Summit in Tokyo two vears ago. Besides the expansion,
the parthership will now include "new sophisticated
technologies to improve the maritime domain picture’,
as well as new training programmes, the official smd.

Ocean Regi

to review and identify new
pathways to further decpen
India-US  Comprehensive
Global  Strategic  Partner-
ship for the benefit of our
people and the global good,”
Modi said. The annual Quad
summit in President Biden's
hometown of Wilmington on
Saturday 1s expected to roll a
series of new initlatives to
boost cooperation in the In-
do-Pacific and explore ways
o find peaceful solutions to
the conflicts in Ukraine and

a check on illegal ac-

Gaza, The Quad leaders
are also set to unveil a
"milestone” initiative to
prevent, detect, treat and
alleviate the impact of
cancer on patients and
their families.

Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri said on
Thursday that there
would be a strong focus on
peace, progress and stabil-
ity in the Indo-Pacific at the
Quad summit, adding that
the leaders will discuss co-

Awaiting to meet diaspora

P M Modi will travel to New York to attend an
Indian community event at Long Islond on
September 22 and address the Summit of the
Future at the UN General Assembly the next day.
"l am eagerly looking forward to engaging with
the Indian diasporn and important Américan
business leaders, who are the key stakeholders
and provide vibrancy to the unique partnership
between the largestand the oldest democracies
of the world," Modi said.

operation in ar¢as of health
security, climate change,
emerging technologies, in-
frastructure,  connectivity
and counterterrorism.

taking

Ruler must tolerate
dissentin a
democracy: Gadkari

PUNE: Union Mihis-
ter Nitin Gadkari has
said the biggest test of
democracy is that the
ruler  tolerates  even
the strongest opinion
against him, ang it Jeads
lo introspection. Writ-
ers  and  intellectuals
should express them-
selves  learlessly, the
senior BIP leader said
at a book release Tune-
tion held at MIT World
Peace University here
on Priday.

“The biggest  test
of democracy is (hat
the king tolerates the
strongesl upinion
against him and intro-
spects over ity he said.
[n India, there is no
problem of difference
of opinion but "there
15 a problem of lack
of opinion,” the Road
Transport and  High-
ways  Minister  said.
"We are neither right-
ist, nor leftist. We are
opportunists. It is
expected  from  writ-
ers and intellectuals
that they express their
opimions  without any
fear," he added. Gadkari
also said that as Jong
as untouchability and
notions of social infe-
riority and superior-
ity persist, the work of
nation-building can not
be said to be complete.

Centre clears

appointment of
Clsof 7 HCs

Haxs NEws SERVICE
New DEeELi

A day alter the Supreme
Court sought details of refter-
ated Collegium recommen-
dations for the appointment
of judges and questioned
over delay in notifying these
names, the Centre on Satur-
day cleared the appolntment
of Chief Justices of the High
Courts of Delhi, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh, Kerala, Mad-

\ hya Pradesh, Madras, and

Meghalava.

In a post on X, Union
Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Arjun Ram Meghwal
announced that  President
Droupacdi  Murmu  was
pleased 1o appoint Justice
Manmohan, the acting Chief
Justice, as Chiel Justice of the
Delhi High Court.

Tustice Rajiv Shakdher of
the Delhi HC has been ap-
pointed as Chiel Justice of
the Himachal Pradesh High
Court, while #s Chief Jus-
tice M.S. Ramachandra Rao
has been transferred as Chief
lustice of the Tharkhand HC,

Junior docs resume duties partially

KoLKATA

JUNIOR doctors on Saturday
rejoined their duties partially
al various government-run
hospitals in West Bengal after
a hiatus of 42 days. They were
on ‘cease work' in protest
against the rape and murder
ol an on-duty woman doctor
at RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital. The junior doc-
tors rejoined their duties in
essential and emengency ser-
vices at all state-run hospitals
but not in the outpatient de-
partments (OPDs). "We have
started refoining duties today:
Our colleagues have started
returning to their respec-

tive departments since this

morning only in essential and
emergency services, but not at
the OPDs, Please do not for-
get that this is only a partial
resumption of duties,” Aniket
Mahato, one of the agitat-

ing doctors, said. He said his
other colleagues have already
left for flood-hit districts of

the state where they would
start 'Abhava clinics' (medical
camps), W demonstrate their
commitment to public health
evien amid ﬂﬂgﬂi ng FIR'I[ESEE.
Emergency services re-
turned to normaley at various
state-run hospitals, with the
doctors rejoining work. "ltis a

great reliel for us. We sup

their cause but it had l'-er:nml.
very difficult for regular pa-
tients like us to get treatment
for the last one month or so
because of the ‘cease work,”
Dripankar Jana, a patient at
Bankura Medical College and
Hospital, said.

Several putients were seen
pouring in at an "Abhaya
chinic’ in flood-hit Panskura
in Purba Medinipur district.
"We have received very good
response in these clinics,
Several people have visited
the clinics and our colleagues
hive attended to them, We
are ready to provide 24/7
gervice.,, it s our commit-
ment,” Aheli Chowdhury, a

junior doctor manhing one
such clinic, said.

The agitating doctors
siid that they would wait
tor another seven days lor
the administration to fulfll
their demands for justice
for the deceased doctor and
the removal of state health
secretary or else they would
start another round of 'cease
work. The doctors have been
protesting since August 9
when the body of a woman
medic was found at RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital,
demanding justice for the
deceaseddoctor as well as
removing key officials from
their posts alleging their
involvement in the case
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AP may hand
over laddu row

to CBI probe

Growing demand to book former TTD chairmen
Karunakar Reddy and Subba Reddy

Hans News SErvicE
HyDERABAD

WILL Andhra Pradesh Government se¢k a CBI probe into the
irregularities in the Tirumala-Tirupati Devastanams (TTD)
and other temples that took place during the five-year term of
YSRCP government which includes using of adulterated ghee
in making of laddu prasadam and Annadanam Prasadams not
only in Tirumala temple but in other important temples like
Simhachalam and Annavaram.

If the fast-pace developments that are taking place at the
Government level on one hand and the kind of illogical ex-
planations that are coming from the YSRCP leadess as well the
growing demand from the public and religious heads, points
towards the possibility of the Government seeking a detailed
probe by a central agency in next couple of days. There is also
growing demand from public and leaders that cases should be
booked against lormer TTD chairmen K Karunakar Reddy
and Y V Subba Redudy.

Chiel Minister N Chandrababu Naidu on Saturday held a
meeting with Executive Officer | Syamala Rao, additional EO
and ministers to discuss about the preliminary reports they
had presented (o him and the way forward. The EO would be
submitting a detailed report on "?und:n The EO also explained
on the procedures to perform '%.rmprum.ham (purification) of
the entire premises starting from Laddu Pow (Laddu kitchen).
In addition, a three-day Mahasanti Yagam is also likely to be
performed.

[t is lewrnt that Naidu had told the Centre that he would be
sending a detailed report not just on the irregularities that had
taken place in laddu prasadam or the NDDB CALF report on
adulteration of ghee but on various other aspects,

Naidu also directed the Endowments department to ensure
there should be no place for any kind of adulteration in any

temple across the state.

Borders peaceful as Pak
fears Modi: Amit Shah

MexpHAR (]-K) the earlier rulers here were

frightenad of Pakistan, but
UNION Home Minister now, Pakistan fears Modi,
Amit Shah on Saturday They would not dare o fire
stid there is peacealong the  but il they did, they would
borders in Jammu and Kash-  be given a befitting reply,”
mir as Pakistan fears Prime Shah saidl.
Mimister Narendma Modi The BIP leader ison a
and would dare to three-day tour and is
open fire. Shah scheduled to ad-

. dress four more
- dlection mllis

was addressing
an election

rally in this. in Surankote
border area in Poonch,

in the Union J Thammandi
territory's and Rajouriin
Moanch district / Rajouri district and
in support of BjP L0 Akhnoor in Jammu
candidate Murtaza district. Assembly palls
Khan. The Union Minister in Jammu and Kashmir are
lauded the BIP-led Centie taking place for the hirst

for wiping out terrorism by time after the abrogation of
replacing guns and stones Article 370 and the bifurca-
in the hands of youngsters tion of the erstwhile state
with laptops and said his into two Union Territories
govermnment would not allow - Jamumuy and Kashmir, and
guns to resonate in the hills Ladakh = in August 2019,
of Jammiu reglon. "We will The first phase of polling
construct more burtkers was held on September
along the borders for the 18, The second phase will
safety of the people. [ want be held on September 25,
to remind you of cross- followed by the third and
border hringsin the 1990s...  fimal phase on October 1.

Is cross-border firing hap- The dection results will be
pening today? Tt is because declired on October 8,

nn
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After 23 years, Punjabi man stranded in Lebanon returns home

CHANDIGARH

WHEN Gurtej Singh trav-
elled to Lebanon to earn a
better living for the future
of his family in Punjab, little
did he know that he would
have to wait 23 years Lo reu-
nite with them.

A native of Mattewara
village in Ludhiana district,
Singh moved to Lebanon in
2001 with five to six people
from his village. While the
others returned home fol-
lowing the outbresk of a
war in the country in 2006,
Singh became stranded af

Man held for
assaulting cop

HOSHIARPUR (PUN-
JAB): A man was on
Saturday arrested for as-
saulting a police officer
at the inter-state check
post at Chak Sadhu
here. Hoshiarpur Su-
perintendent of Paolice
(Investigation)  Sarbjit
singh Bahia said the in-
cident occurred when a
police team Intercepted
a motoreyede with three
occupants, who were
coming from Himachal
Pradesh on Friday. They
were stopped for routine
checking and for violat-
ing traflic regulations at
the Chak Sadhu check
paost. Instead of cooper-
ating with the paolice, the
three individuals alleg-
edly assaulted Assistant
Sub-inspector  Rakesh
Kumar, tore his uniform,
and attempted to snatch
his service pistol before
fleeing, Bahia said. One
of the accused, Sukhbir
of Marnaian, has been
arrested  in connection
with the incidemt while
raids are being conduct-
ed to apprehend his two
accomplices, Amarjit of
Marnatan and [Jmdi of
Tanuli, Bahia added. .

AAP MLA
Kunwar bereaved,
wife dies at 48
AMRITSAR: AAPs Pun-
fab MLA Kunwar Vijay
Pratap Singhs wife Mad-
humeeta died on Satur-
day. She was 48. She was
admitted to a private hos-
pital on Friday after com-
plaining of  uneasiness.
She is survived by Singh
and their two daughters.
Her cremation was at-
tended by Cabinet minis-
ter Harbhajan Singh, AAP
MLA Ajay Gupta, Con-
gress MP Gurjeet Singh
Aujla, and other political
leaders and senior district
administration  officials,
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann expressed grief
over her death and said
on X, "Received the sad
news of the sudden de-
mise of the wife of our
Amritsar North MLA
Kunwar Vijay Pratap ji...
Heartfell condolences to
the family of Kunwar ji
in this hour of sorrow...”
Singh is the AAP MLA
from Amritsar North. He
joined the party alter re-
signing from the Indian
Police Service.«

Father, son

arrested for defacing
national flag
BAREILLY(UP): A man
and his son were arrested
for allegedly defacing the
Indian national flag by re-
moving the Ashok Chakra
and replacing it with
Arabic text. police said
Police received mforma-
tion about the incident
from a photo shared on
A socidl medin plattorm,
Station House Ofhicer
Sanjay Tomar said, adding
that the flag was found
on the roof of a house in
Mohammadpur  locality.
Mohammad Qadir and
his son Mohammad Fazil
were arrested and charged
under the the Preven-
tion of Insults to National
Honour Act, 1971, They

were sent to jail on Friday,
he added.

ter losing his passport.

‘I went to Lebanon in
2001 for work to give a
better life to my family'
eaid Singh, now aged 55.
*(When the war broke out)
[ also wanted to return to
India. T went to the Indian
Embassy several times: but
they wanted some proof (1o
issue a duplicate passport),”
he told FTT on Saturday,

He fhnally returned to
India on September 6 after
AAP Rajya Sabba mem-
ber Balbir Singh Seechewal
raised the issue with the
Ministey of External Affairs.

GonpalUP)

POLICE here have registered
cases against 16 individuals
in connection with two sepa-
rate instances of triple talag
in a week, uificials said.

Triple talag was outlawed
i India in 2019,

Superintendent of Police
Vineet laiswal told PTT on
Saturday that Hina Bano
(22), & resident of Mauja
Khanpur under the Katra
Bazar Police station area,
filed a complaint against her
husband Lais Mohammad
and eight of his family mem-
bers.

“Bano has alleged that she
was subjected (o physical and
emational abuse as well as

Only BJP can make tea seller country’s

Booaown (LUP)

FORMER Gujarat Chiet
Minister Vilay Rupani on
Saturday said only the BJP
can make a tea seller the
country’s prime minister and
no other party has this capa-
bility.

Rupani said this after in-
apgurating the "NaMo Ex-

4 b
* i IR

demands for dowry after her
marriage, She claims that her
husband gave her triple talag

hibition' organised by the
BIP here. Interacting with
the students at Banke Bihari

Law College in Budaun, =48 N
he said the "BJP is the SRS

biggest parly in the @
world”.

Citing the example
of Prime Minister Modi,
Rupani said, "A person who
puts up a poster, a tea-seller,

in October 2023 after she re-
fused his proposal for a mu-
tual divorce,” said the officer,

Or a poor man’s son can also
become the prime minister
(in this party).”

"Our party works in
a democratic way. The
e BIP does politics of
0, | principles and values.

< .;é'f All sections of the BJP
L

“ have membership, in

other parties membership is
given by looking at casteism,

Defamation case against Rahul in UP court

Hearing postponed to October 1 |

SurTanreum (LK)

THE hearing in a defamution
case against Leader ol Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi in a MP-MLA court
in this Uttar Pradesh district
was postponed on Saturday
due to a health camp organ-
ised by the bar council.

The matter will now be
heard on Oxctober 1. Plantitt
Vijay Mishras lawyer Santosh
Rumar Pandey said his ch-
enl’s statement was o be re-
corded on Saturday, but due
to the health camp organised
by the Bar Association on the
civil court premises, the law-
vers were busy in it and no
court work could be done.

“The court hes postponed
the matter to October 1, he
said. Gandhi has been ac-
cused of making objection-
able comments during the
2018 Karnataka polls about
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, who was the BIP presi-
dent then

Mishra, a local Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) politician,
filed a complaint against
Gundhi in  August 2018.
Since then, the matter has
been going on in the court
Gandhi surrendeéred belore

the court during the “Bharat
Jodo Nyay Yatra®™ on Febru-
ary 20 and was granted bail
on personal surety bonds of
Rs 25,000 each.
Subsequently, the court
issued several notices to the
Congress leader to record
his statement, but he was un-
able to appear belore it ducto
the Lok Sabha polls. Gandhi
finally @ppeared before the
MP-MLA court on July 26,
got his statement recorded
and said the case was filed 1o
gain “cheap publicity”.
Thetormer Congress chiel,

e A S

who appeared belore Special

Judge Shubham Verma, said |

he never gave a statement
against anyone  that could
lead to a casé ol defama-

tion, his lawver Kashi Prasad |

Shukla had told reporters,
The matter was posted for
further proceedings on Au-
gust 12 but was deferred as
the judge was on leave. On
the next two dates on Au-

gust 23 and September 5, the |

hearing did not take place
as the plaintiff could not ap-
pear in the court due to ill
health. o«

In the second case, Sobi
(24), a resident of Mannipur
Khorhansa of the Kotwali po-
lice station area, has accused
her husband Dilnawaz and
six of his family members ol
dowry harassment and triple
talag. She alleged that her
husband gave her triple ta-
lag on August 27, 2024, after
she refused to meet their de-
mands for dowry,

Police have registered
Cases against the accused in
both instances under rel-
evant sections of the Dowry
Prohibition Act, and the
Muslim Women (Protection
of Rights on Marriage) Act.
Investigations are underway
in both the cases, said the of-
t'.IL'II:T. R

PM: Rupani

regionalism, dynasticism,” he
added.

Asserting the BJP "works
inall  directions,  Rupam

sadd, “Ram in Ayodhya, jobs
for youth, fair prices for
farmers, respect for women.
This is our basic mantra, Our
party works for the nation
above all, other parties do
vole bank politics”

16 booked in two triple ..

talaq cases inaweek 40 sccurity

Pravacial (LTP)

TO deal with the stray dog
menace, the Swaroop Rani
Nehru (SRN) Hospital of the
city has deployed 40 security
guards, including 10 gun-
men, an ofheial of the hospi-
tal told PTI on Saturday.

The security guards have
been provided by the Uttar
Pradesh Bhutpurva Sainik
Kolyam Nigam Ltd  with
which the medical college
has entered into a contract,

I complinnce with the Al-
lahabad High Courts order
dated August 22, 2024, the
principal sécretary, Medi-
cal Education Department

Seechewal said he ook up
the matter with the authori-
ties concerned, following
which a copy of Singhs lost
passport was made available
and he could finally return.
Singh admited that, hav-
ing lost his passport, he
lived in constant fear of be-
ing caught. He said he used
to think how he would re-
turn (o Iindia in the absence
of a passport. His family in
[ndia also tried to facilitate
his return but m vain.
Unable to get & dupli-
cate passport, Singh said he
thought he might never see

sk

L ]

and superintendent-in-chief,
SRN Hospital, Pravagraj filed
their affidavits on September
18, disclosing the plan to de-
ploy 40 security guards in the
hospital.

Farlier, the court had
taken suo moty cognisance
of the rodent menace at the
SRN Hospital, an assodi-
ate hospital of the Moti Lal
Nehru Medical College, a
state medical college. How-
ever, during the course of
hearing, the courl was in-
formed that dog menace 1s
also prevalent there.

A division bench compris-
ing Justice Manoj Kumar
Gupta and Justice Manish

Stray dog menace
ospital deploys
guards

™

... ..."..:Jil

his family again, "I used to
think how I would go back
to/India, he said.

Belore moving to the
Lebanon --  where he
worked as a labourer at a
vegelable farm - Singh
wits emploved in a factory
manufacturing sweaters in
Ludhiana.

When he went to Leba-
non, Singh said his elder
son was six years old and
the younger one was three.
"Now, my elder son has a
six-year-old son.” he smd.
His younger son is yet to get
mi'.'l]"l'it'l'.!..ru:

- -
~

-

o will

Kumar Nigam was hearing
the matter,

According to the affida-
vit, the Pravagraj municipal
commissioner has been re-
quested to start a drive to
catch strav dogs, The broken
doors and entry paints are
also being repaired.

The court asked for an ad-
ditional affidavit from the
superintendent-in-chief,
SRN Hospital regarding the
plan for the construction
of separate duty rooms lor
female doctors in depart-
ments where they are not
available and fixed October
21, 2024 as the next date of
hearing. in

Punjab to market state-produced silk products

CHANDIGARH

IO boost the income ol
farmers by selling products
associated with' agriculturai
allicd occupations, the Pun-
jab  government has taken
a step towards introducing
state-produced silk products

to the market under its own

label,

During the state-level Silk
Day’ function here, Hor-
bculture  Minister Chetan
Singh Jouramajra liunched
the department’s logo for silk
products, marking the com-
mencement of the initiative,

He announced that every
eftort would be made to dou-

ble silk production by the
end af 2025.

Javramajra said sericul-
ture is currently practised in
approximately 230 villages
across the sub-mountainous
districts ol Gurdaspur, Ho-
shiarpur, Pathankot and Ro-
par, with 1,200 to 1,400 silk
TeaArers.

The state primarily pro-
duces two types of silk: bi-
voltine mulberry and  eni
silk. Annually, 1,000 to 1,100
ounces of mulberry silk seeds
are reared, yielding 30,000 to
35,000 kg of mulberry silk
cocoons, while 200 ounces of
eri silk seeds produce 5,000
to 8,000 kg of silk cocoons.

“This occupation 15 pre-
dominantly adopted by peo-
ple living below the poverty
line, landless individuals or
those with small landhold-
ings,” said the minister, ndd-
img currently a silk rearer
earns an annbal income
of Rs 40,000 to Rs 50,000,
which 18 considered insuf-
ficient.

Jouramujra said the gov-
ernment would establish its
own reeling units to process
cocoons, ensuring silk farm-
ers receive higher prices for
their produce,

He said a reeling unit for
converting cocoons  into
silk thread is being set up in

Pathankol With the opera-
tionalisation of this unit, the
income ol silk redrers can
potentially increase by 1.5 1o
two times,

Addressing the gather-
ing, Special Chiel Secretary
(Horticulire) K A P Sinha
said the state has 13 govern-
ment sericulture farms and
with the established infra-
structure al these farms; the
department’s technical stafi
is providing necessary facili-
ties to silk farmers, such as
plantation assistance, dis-
tribution of silkworm eggs,
rearing young silkworms
and support for cocoon
markeling. .

Amid Tirupati row, Raj govt to run special campaign for prasad quality check

JarpUR

ANID the ongoing contio-
versy over amimal fat and
fish oil found in Tiropati
temple laddus, a special cam-
paign will be launched by
Rajasthans Food Safety De-
partment from September 23
to 26 to check the quality of
bhog and prasad in temples.
Samples of Savamani and
the prasad given regularly in
temples will be tested under
this campaign, Additional
Commissioner of Food Sate-
ty Department, Pankaj Ojha

said: “This investigation will
be done under the campaign
‘Shuddh Aahar, Milawat Par
Vaar in Rajasthan on the ini-
tiative of the Chiet Minister.
In this, all the big temples
where prasad is made daily in
the torm of bhog, the quality
of various food items will be
checked.

So far, 54 temples in the
state have applied for a Bhog
Certificate. Besides the quali-
ty of prasad, hygiene will also
be inspected. The concerned
departments of Rajasthan
have been informed accord-

ingly. This caimpaign will be
run by a special team.

Food Satetv and Stand-
ards Authority of India (FS-
SAL launched a certification
scheme for Bhog under the
‘Eat Right" initiative. Under
this scheme, vendors sell-
ing prasad and food items
at religious places are given
certificates. This certificate
is given to temples and reli-
gious places that follow food
safety standards and hygiene
standands, 5o far, 54 religious
places and temples in Ra-
jasthan have been registered

tor the Bhog Certificate by
the Food Safety and Drug
Control Department, Juipur,
Moti Dungri Ganesh Temple
of Jaipur is the first religious
place 1o receive a Bhog Cer-
tificate. Prasad given at a reli-
gious place that has received
this type ol certificate vouch-
es forthe standards and qual-
ity assurance of FSSAL This
certificate is renewed after an
audit every six months, For
the certibicate, the team of
FSSAI preparesa report after
inspecting the standards of
the temple kitchen.
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Delhi court frames rape charge against
self-styled godman Daati Maharaj

HaAxs NEwS SERVICE

New DELHI

SETTING the stage for trial, a
court here has framed the charg-
¢s of rape, unnatural offences and
criminal intimidation against
self-styled godman and preacher
Daati Maharaj and his brothers,
Ashok and Arjun, an Friday,
"Order on charge passed and
charges framed against accused
persons accordingly” said the
online daily status of Additional

Track Court) Neha

The court, mmnhhlﬁf. dis-
charged another of Daati’s broth-
ers, Anil, in the matter. Afer
the court framed the charges
on Friday, the accused pleaded
not guilty and claimed tral The
court has posted the matter for
submitting evidence for the pros-
ecution on October 18,

Pradip Tiwary, the victims
counsel, said the court framed
charges against Daati Maharaj
alias Madan La! Rajasthani and

under Indian Penal Code (IPC)
sections 376 (rape), 377 (un-
natural offences), 506 (criminal
intimidation) and 34 (common
mtention).

A complaint of rape was filed
by a disciple of Daati against the
self-stvled godman and his three
brothers -- Ashok, Anil and Ar-
jun — at the Fatehpur Beri police
station in South Delhi on June
7, 2018 and an FIR was regis-
tered on June 11 for the alleged
offences of rape, unnatural sex,

tion under U'lL [IC.

On June 22, police questioned
Daatl, who was charged with
raping the disciple at his ash-
rams in Delhi and Rajasthan.
The case was later transferred o
the crime branch, which filed s
chargesheet on October 1.

On October 3, 2018, the Del-

hi High Court transferred the
matter o the Central Bureau of

Investigation  (CBI), saying the
manner in which the Delhi Po-
lice carried out the probe "cast a

Deprecating the Delhi Polices
conduct, it said the accosed was
not arrested even after record-
ing the complainant’s statement
before a magistrate under section
164 of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure (CrPC).

On Ocwober 26, the agency
registered an FIR against Daati
and his three brothers for alleg-
edly raping the 25-year-old wom-
an at his Ashram in Fatehpur Beri
on January 9, 2016 and for having
unnatural sex with the victim,

October 3 arder was initially filed
in the Supreme Court, which had
asked him 1o approach the high
court with his grievance. The
high court, however, dismissed
the review plea on November 14,
2018,

A sessions court granted in-

in January 2019, The CBI filed
a supplementary chargesheet
in the matter on Septémber 4,
2020, "Justice delayved is justice
denied. The last-track court be-
gan its proceedings in December
2019 and took almost five years
o frame charges againgt the ac

Sessions  Judge (Special

["ast

his brothers, Ashok and Arjun,

molestation and common inten-

shadow vn the investigation”,

ATISHI URGES DELHIITES TO
MAKE KEJRIWAL CM AGAIN

Hans NEws SERVICE
NEW DELHI

IN her first remarks after tak-
ing oath, Delhi Chiel Minis-
ter Atishi hit out at the BJP
on Saturday for hatching a
“conspiracy” against her pre-
decessor Arvind Kejriwal and
urged the peaple of the capi-
tal to ensure that the AAP
national convenor returns to
the top post again after the
Assembly polls due early next
year,

Addressing & press confer-
ence here, Atishi said it is an
“emotional day” lor lLer as

Kejriwal will not continue to
be the chief minister. "It is an
emotional moment for me as
he will not be the chief min-
ister. He understood the pain
of every person, He ensured
free treatment for people
worked to improve the lives
of the students of govern-
ment schools, brought the
provision of free bus rides for
WOmen,

“The BIP implicated him
in a false case and did every-
thing to break him,” the chiet
minister said, as she referred
to Kejriwal as her "guru” and
thanked him for giving her

this opportunity.

With the Assembly polls
due early next year, Atishi
said the people af the nation-
al capital rhust ensure that

Kejriwal becomes the chief

minister again so that the free
services like free electricity
and water conlinue.

She accused the Bharativa
Janata Party (BJP) of trving
to stop the facilities being
enjoved by people under the
Kejriwal government.

T assure you that since
Kejriwal has come out of jail
now, we will not let any con-
spiracy of the BJP succeed.

The preachers plea against the

terim bail w the accused persons

cused,” Tiwary said.

JL.M?

Delhi Chief Minister Atichl addresses a press conferente in New

Delhi on Saturday

she said.

Atishi hailed Kejni-
wal for setting an example in

the chief minister despite get-
ting bail [rom Supreme Court

THE National Students
Union of India (NSUL) on
Saturday launched its mani-
festo for the Delhi Unjversity
Students’ Union (DUSLT)
elections scheduled o be

cluded provisions that focus
on the holistic development
of students, their rights, and
camypus infrastructule, and
the NSUT is committed to
delivering on every promise,
Choudhary added.
Congress-affiliated NSUI
announced its candidates for

NSUI releases mamfesto for DUSU polls

Haxs NEws SERVICE
New Derst

are confident that NSUI

will secure a 4-0 victory in
these elections. Each of our
candidates has fought relent-
lessly for student rights and
is deeply connected with the
issues faced by the student
community. Their commil-
ment and hard work will

morality by stepping down as

in the exdse policy case.

13 portfolios for Delhi CM Atishi

Haxs News SERVICE

NEW Devsr

NEW Dethi Chief Minister
Atishi will retain all the 13
portfolios, including educa-
tion, revenue, fnance, pow-
erand PWD), that she held in
the previous government in
the national capital headed
by Arvind Kejriwal.

A proposal from the chief
minister for allocation of
work among the ministers
of her cabinet has been ap-
proved by Lieutenant Gov-
ernor V K Saxena, officials

said on Saturday.

Atishis predecessor Ke-
jriwal d]d not hold any
portfolio. Atishi, the eighth
chiet minister of Delhi, has
retamed four ministers from
the previous government —
Saurabh Bharadwal, Gopal
Rad, Kailash Gahlotand Im-
ran Hussain,

First-time MLA from Sul-
tanpur Majra Mukesh Ahls-
wal 5 a new member in her
cabinet. Bharadwaj will re-
tain his previous portfolios
and also have the charge of
the social welfaré and co-

Bharadwa| In charge
of 8 departments;

Mukesh only new face,
four ministers retained

operative departments that
were cartier held by Raaj Ku-
mar Anand, who resigned in
April.

His other portfolios in-
clude health, urban develop-
ment, irrigation and toln-
ism. Bharadwaj will have
eight portfolios under his
belt, the highest after those
held by the chief minister.
Ahlawat has been given the

Plea against demolition of vending units
HC asks MCD, police to reSpond to vendors plea

Haxs NEws SERVICE
New Dreps

THE Delhi High Court has
sought responses from the
Municipal Corporation of
Dehi(MCD) and police on a
plea filed by 45 vendors chal-
lenging the demolition of
their semi-permanent shops
by authorities at a market
here. A bench of Justices
Vibhu Bakhru and Sachin
Datta issued notices to the
MCID, the Delhi Police and
the Delhi government on the
petition and asked them 10
file their replies within two

weeks. The court listed the
matter for further hearing on
October 14,

The petitioner  vendors
submitted that they have
been vending at the Sheetla
Mata Market' in south Delhi's

Madangir for the last several
years and their units or semi-
permanent structures were
demaolished by authorities
on July 30 allegedly without
following the due process of
the law,

held on September 27. the DUSU polls on Friday. resonate with the electorate.”
NSUT national presi- NSUI's Rmmh Khatri, The manifesto emphasises

dent Varun Choudhary, Yash Nandal, Namrata a ‘student-first’ approach,

highlighting key pomts of Jeph Meena, and Lokesh focussing on improving

the manifesto, sald, "Our
manifesto reflects a compre-
hénsive approach to address
all issutes related to student

statéement.

wellire,” as per an official

Choudhary are contesting
tor the posts of president,
vice president, secretary, and
joint secretary, respectively,
Varun Choudhary
expressed confidence in

campus facilities, securing
fair opportunities for all stu-
dents, ensuring transparent
examinations, and amplify-
ing student voices in the
decision-making processes,

charge of the labour, gur-
dwara elections, welfare of
SCs and STs and land and

bullding departments,

retained  the
general  ad-

Rai ‘has
development,
ministration  department,
eavironment  and  [oresl
portfolios that he also held

in the Kejriwal government,
Gahlot has also been given
his previous portiolios —
transport, home, adminis-
trative reforms, women and
child development. Hussain
will continue to hold the
food and supply and elec-
tion portfolios.

Auto driver caught masturbating
near Delhi’s Bengali Market, held

Hans NEws SERVICE
New Dernnt

A 40-vedr-old man was held
for allegedly masturbating
inside his autorickshaw in
full public view near central
Delhis famous Bengali Mar-
ket, police said on Saturday.

Najakat, a resident of
northeast Delli'’s Musta-
fabad, was nabbed after
a passerby submitted a
complaint to the police
regarding the incident that
happered Friday morning,
they said.

Police said that he has

fwo previous cases of petty
thefts in northeast Delhi
against him. Subhash, a
resident of south Delhis
KM Pur, told police that an
auto driver was masturbat-
ing inside his vehicle parked
along & road at Sikandara
Lane.

In his complaint, he said
a lotof people were present
around the area when it
happened, police said.
Subhash recorded a video of
the incident on his phone,
noted the sutos registration
number and submitted to
the police, an officer said.

BJP slams AAP-led MCD over ‘U-turn’ on
its pledge to clear landfill sites by 2024

Haxs News SERVICE
NEW DeELu

THE Delhi BJP on Saturday
slammed the AAP dispensa-
tion in MCD, claiming it had
submitted an affidavit in the
Supreme Court stating that
the three major landfll sites
in Delhi would be cleared
by 2028 but work is not pro-
gressing in this direction,

The BIP also accused the
AATD of backtracking on its
earlier promise 1o flatten the
earbage mountains by Janu-
ary 2024.

Al a press conference,
Delhi BJP chiet Virendra
Sachdeva said the AAP had
promised w clear the Ghaz-

ipur, Okhla, and Bhalswa
l.1mlt|11 sites by carly 2024,
accusing the party ol taking
a "U-turn” on its election
pledge. He also pointed out
that the AAPS tenure in the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) ends in 2027,
raising concerns that the new
2028 deadline goes beyond
its term in ofhce.

“In November 2022, AAP
won the MCD elections.
Belore coming to power, it
promised to clear the land-
fill sites by January 2024
However, they have now
submitted an afhidavit in the
Supreme Court stating the
work will anly be completed
by 2028, Sachdeva said.

Sachdeva [urther accused
the party of using the kand-
il crisis as an electoral issue
to gain power in the MCD
but failing to deliver on its
promises even after nearly 22
maonths in othce.

“The AAP promised the
people that the landfill sites
would be cleared by 2024, but

22 months have passed, and
nothing has been done. Now,
they claim the work will be
completed by 2028, con-
veniently after their tenure
ends in 2027. This is a clear
attempt to deceive the peo-
ple of Delhi,” the BIP Iemler
added.

Reterring to Keiriwal as a

“hetrayer’, Sachdeva said the
BIP, durmg its tenure, had
initiated the work of clearing
the landhll sites, with specihc
deadlines tor the Okhla site
set for 2024 and others for
2026,

“Thirty per cent of the
work at the Okhla landfill
was already completed. But
it's shameful that the man
who calls himsell the son ol
Delhi’ has gone back on his
promise, he said. Raja Igbal,
Leader of Opposition in the
MCD, also addressed the
media, accusing the AAP of
failing to deliver basic civic
services in Key areas such as
sapitation, education, and
healthcare,

We have carefully in-

the candidates saving, "We

the statement sakd.

200-foot Gokulpuri drain reduced to
20-25 feet due to Iack of desilting

Haxs NEws SErVICE
NEw DELHI

DELH] Liewmtenant Governor VK Saxena, al-
ter visiting several areas in northeast Delhi,

' said the 200-feet Gokulpuri drain has been

“The 200-feet Gokulpur] drain has been re-
duced 1o 20-25 feet due 0 lack of desilting tor
vears, he mentioned in the post.

"Damaged roads filled with potholes, heaps
of garbage, back-flowing sewer, waterlogging -
the attached pictures of the area reveal Delhis

reduced to 20-25 feet due to lack of desilting

for years,
During  the

he added.
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| Karun Shﬂrmrﬂm Delh

Chandigarh. Dn the
occaslion ot

International Daughter's
| Day', Divisa Herbals Pwvt
itd. organized a program
| courtesy of theiar
renowned progduct Roop
Mantra'. The company’s
| employees participated
| enthusiastically in the
program and shared
thedr vigws and thoughts
ondaughters.
On this occasion,
gntreprentur and
| investar Dr. Sanjeev
| Junefa, famousty known
| as Brand Machine,
emphasized on the
importance of having
| daughters in life and safd
| that daughters are a
| precious gift given by
God who brings
| lImmense happiness and
love into our lives and
fills our hames with
| happiness. Your prifncess
deserves 0 xnow that
Mow much you love her,
| everi though she has
prown up and £ away
from home, she s still
your princess.

: mspection  of
Khajuri, Blmjmpum Mustafabad and Karaw-
al Nagar located in northeast Delhi, the same
“messy fuce” of the countrv’s capital was seen,
he wrote on X, Another dimension of the
helplessness of the people of Delhi was seen,

ol TR Wl

truth. Hopefully, those responsible for this

plight will look into the mirror,” he said.

Gokulpuri,

health.

He alio said about his
daughter, “My little
angel, you are not my
weakness, you are my
strength. | am aiwavs
ready to fight any
situation and challenge
of Iife and society for

Addressing all the
women present in the
program, Dr. Junaja sald
that it is wery important
for daughters to have
self-confidence and they
get it from the trust and
love of thelr loved ones,
and their strong
personality plays a
cruclal role to have I
Light isn't meraly fram
lamps; daughters also
iluminate the homes.
Don't forget 1o breng a
smile to your daughter's
face and tell her how
proud you are of her,

Considering everything,
Or. luneja launched a
product, Ayurvedic Roop
Mantra a few years ago
which mwinly possesses
products like creams,
face w.:_l.'-tm soaps, cold

o T —

person,

S S

creams, and facial
creams, which help
enhance the natural
glow of the skin and
maintaln 118 natural
It warks to
protect the natural
moaisture an the face. IS
amazing nutritional and
anti-oxidant propesties
help in keeping the facial
shin youthful.

He further sald that I in
woday's world, daughters
are to be considered
inferior to sons or men ol
the societly, it's wrong
Most people are
committing female
feticide In the dosire to
you". have a son, which Is a
heinous crime, In such a
sltuation, every year
international Daughtors
Day is celebrated which
is dadicated
daughters and stresses
to protect daughtars ant
their bright future. And
this day should be
celebrated by every

to -all

A daughteri= one of the
most besutiful gifts in
this world. If the utume
of daughters is bright,
only then the future of
our society will be
brighter. The daughters
of our India are now no
less than anyone. While
some bring gold medals
for Indla in sports, some
have gol thelr names
registered In the
Guinness Book with their

He instructed the departments concerned
and officials to start the rémedial work on
war-footing. Earlier this week, the LG visited
west Delhi and claimed the "neglect and apa-
thy" af the Delhi government forced residents
of the city's western parts to live a life "worse

than hell”.

_Light isn't merely from lamps; daughters also’
illuminate the homes -Sanjeev Juneja

‘International Daughters' Day' celebrated by the Roop Mantra family

ATH Y luneia

impeccable talents. But,
siill, somewhara some
girls are fighting for thair
rights. In the changing
era, daughters should be
given the same respect
as sons, whether It s |
about education, joba, or
freedom to live life |
Let us tell you that it
also a day lor parents to |
reflect on the value of an
equal and impartial
upbringing, which will
ispire daughters (o have
B strong and bright
future throughout their
lives. International |
Daughters Day fnru-;.ea.l
on the need to address
the challenpes faced by
girls, and promote
smpowerment and the
fulfillment of women's
righits |

For Advertisement please Call: 9717809984/ 971186735617
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Hyperazap

THE Government of Telan-
gana has come forward to
supply high-quality ghee to
the Tirumala-Tirupati Dev-
asthanam (TTD).

The irregularities com-
mitted during the previ-
ous YSRCP regime when B
Kaurnakar Reddy and Y §
Subba Reddy were the board
chairmen has shocked the
people of Andhra Pradesh
and all the devotees across
the globe.

In the backdrop of this
scenario, the Telangana
Government-owned  Vijaya
Dairy wrote a letter to TTD
authorities expressing its
readiness to supply required
ghee and also other milk
products for regular use at
the holy Tirumala temple.

Telangana State Principal
Secretary Animal Husband-
ry department Sabyasachi
Ghose has written to TTD
Exe¢cutive Officer T Syamala
Rao offering to supply high-
standard cow ghee for mak-
ing laddus and other prasad-
ams in Tirumala.

Sabyasachi Ghose in-

formed the TTD officials
about the quality and hy-
giene maintained in the pro-
duction of ghee and other
dairy products, The leter
saidd that the Telangana Vi-
java Dairy Company is well-
known in the field of milk
and milk products across the
country and has a history of
supplying valuable and qual-
ity pmduc!s [0 consiimers.
Besides ensuring quality in
Vijava Dairy products, the
organisation is also support-
ing the livelihood of lakhs of
dairy farmers.

BJP creates anarchy in
name of Hinduism: CPI

Slams Union Minister for provocative

remark against Rahul Gandhi

HyDERABAD

CPI state secretary and the
party MLA Koonamneni
Sambasiva Rao on Saturday
alleged that the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre was acting
in an anarchic manner and
added that it was shameful
that BJP leaders were calling
people to bring Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s head.

He asked the BIP to answer
whose culture it is following,
“The BJP, which is creat-
ing anarchy in the name of
Hinduism, is indeed a Hindu
Taliban organisation ;" he
alleged. Koonamneni Samba-
siva Rao along with CP1 state
secretiriat members Palla
Venkata Reddy, Takkellapalli
Srinivas Rao, N Balamallesh,
Kalavena Shankar and M
Balanarasimha spoke ata
press canterence organised at
the CPI state office Magdoom
Bhavan in Hyderabad on
Saturday. Speaking on the
occasion, Sambasiva Rao said
that those who are making
comments that incite cheap
politics and terrorism were
doing a lot of wrong.

He said that the CPL
strongly condemned such

actions as the country is con-
stantly on fire through

such comments and people
are doing dirty politics to
divert attention from talking
about their employment and
other issues,

“If Rahul Gandhi has done
anything wrong, then action
should be taken as per law.
Instead of doing so, Rahul
Gangdthi is being branded as a
terrorist by the B]P minister
and it is highly objectionable
that the BJP is considering it a
right to speak anything in the
name of Hinduism.

No matter what the politi-
cians say, it is not right for the
BIP 1o act as if Hinduism be-
longs to only them,” he said.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

uncar noked work:

E-TENDER NOTICE
§r. Dvisional Elecirical Engineer{Traction [stribution, DARMs Cfiice, Staln Eniry
Road, Maw Delli for & on =half of Presdtent of Inda, invites apan e-tendar for the

1 | Name of Work with its location| Replacemant of Corvact wire ovves Delhi Divlslon

Approa. Cost of work Ri 11,3024 000 36

Eament Money Doponit

(P S =

| Rs 7.20,300¢

4 | E-Tandar Bid Onlina
Submission Period

01102024 (0000 Hre | 1o 15 102024 (15:00 Hrs, )

| E=Tender Opan Data & Time

'8 | E-Tendor Bid Submission End Dats &

115,10 2024 (15 00 hws.)

6 | Fund Allocation
7

=

of tondet documanis can be seon

Website particulars wheore complete details

wa'w ireps.gov.in

E-Tendor No.: 30-TRD-NDLS-2024.25 Dated: 20,05 2024

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE

5. Divinlonal Englnesr-UNorthern Radaay, New Delhbl o and on behall of
Presidant ol Indiz invites a-wender gn tha presonibed form for thie undar noted work.

2849/2024

Nama of

lacation,
cost of
work and
Enrnnat

Ellmisation of Levwe Crossng Mo 10 &t Km. 1402937, Leve
work with | Crossing No.14 & Km21/18-21 and Level Cerossing No. 15 &l
Km 2112527 by constuision of RUBAHS in Ihe seclion of
SEE/M/ENP under ADEN/PNP

Approx. Cost; Rs_ 17 46 92 691 58

TG offers Vijaya
ghee to Tirumala
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The Secretary said that the
Vijava Dairy Company was
ready to meet all the needs
of ghee and other dairy
products required by the
TTD. He also said that the
Vijaya Dairy being u gov-
ernment company would be
fully transparent about the
purity, quality and prices of
the supplies.

Officials said that the state
government wias expecting a
positive response from the
TTD as the Vijaya Dairy
product, mainly ghee, was
already being used for mak-
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ing laddu prasadams in the
famous Yadagirigutta, Vem-
ulawada, Basara and other
noted temples in Telangana.
Regular guality checking by
the Telangana Dairy Devel-
opment Cooperative Fed-

eration helped to produce |

quality dairy products and
supply to temples lor mak-
ing prasadams,

“The federation is ready
to supply ghee in bulk to
meet the requirement of
the TTD also” said a sen-

ior official of the Animal |

husbandry wing,

Creating 20 lakh jobs is our

AMEEN
VijAvawana

I'T minister Nara Lokesh said
that creating 20 lakh jobs is
the single agenda of the TDP-
led NDA government in the
state, which was given a mas-
sive mandate of 93 per cent
seats in the 2024 dections.

He interacted with the in-
dustry heads at the Fourth
Meeting of the CII Southern
Regional Council organised
m a hotel here on Saturday.
Industry captains from six
southern states  participated
in the regional council meet-
ing. Interacting with the en-
trepreneurs Nara Lokesh said
Andhra Pradesh Is one of the
tastest growing states in the
country with a vision of Vika-
sit Andhra Pradesh.

“That is the single agenda
(20 lakh jobs} with which
your government 18 going
to actually work here in the
state of Andhra Pradesh,” said
Lokesh, adding that the south-
érn state aspires to become
one of the first three states 1o
achieve a GSDP of 1 trillion
dollars,

Observing that CI  has
always played a collabora-
Live role, he said that Andhra
Pradesh, which has been a
hub for agriculture, MSMEs
and other sectors, now aims
to move faster in I'T. He said
the government will receive

CM Revanth calls upon
people to fight against

HYDERABAD

RESPONDING to the pro-
posal of stmultaneous elec-
tions, approved by the Union
Cabinet, Chiet Minister A
Revanth Reddy has alleged
that the Bharativa |anata
Party ( BJP) is hawching a
conspiracy to show the he-
gemony in the country in
the guise of One Nation One
Election.

The Chiet Minister said
the BJP is tryving to dam-
age the spirit of the Union
of States in the country and
called upon that evervone
should fight against the pro-
pﬂsﬂL

Addressing a  memorial
meeting of CPM national
leader Sitaram Yechuri, who
passed away recently, al
Ravindra Bharathi here on
Saturday, Revanth  Reddy
said the passing away of Sita-
ram Yechury wasan irrepa-
rable loss for the Left party.

“Sitaram ignited the spirit
of democracy in the national
politics and also stood by the
poor by raising their voice on
all political platforms in the
country. The departed CPM
leader also spread the glory

BJP leader Idunches

Hans News SERVICE
KHAMMAM

simultaneous polls
f: | BN

of India on all democratic
platforms in the world” he
asserted.Stating that Sitaram
Yechury and departed Con-
gress leader § Jaipal Reddy
are highly respected national
leaders, the Chiefl Minister
said that he used to remem-
ber the CPM national leader
whenever met Jaipal Reddy
and two leaders were con-
temporary in the national
politics.

“Sitaram Yechury adhered
to his party wdeology till he
breathed his last.

The Leit party leaders
fought to the cause of poor
all through his life. The fam-
ily members decision to do-
nate the mortal remains to
hospital is highly commend-

FORMER MLC and BJP National co in-
charge lor Tamul Nadu and Karpataks Dr
Ponguleti Sudhakar Reddy launched the
party membership drive here in Khammam
city, Palair, Sathupalli, and Wyraconstituen-

cles on Saturday.

He visited several places during the day
and interacted with people requesting them
to participate in the membership drive of the
party. Speaking on the occasion, Ponguleti
informed that youth and professionals across
various groups were interested to join the

k.

able, he said. The Chief Min-
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ister further stated that the
demise of the national leader
left a void which cannot be
filled in the crucial times ol
safeguarding the states in-
terests and it is very sad that
Sitaram is not among us to
give a direction to the coun-
ey in the critical times.

He 1o criticised
Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi's silence over BIP
leaders’ derogatory  re-
marks against Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and
said that it is highly con-
demnable on the part of the
Prime Minister for not con-
trolling such toullanguage in
the highly respected demo-

cralic country,

i

partv.He sad that people expressed happi-
ness at PM Modisrule

Later, he conveyed special thanks to BJP
leaders who participated in flood relief
camps in the Khammam district.

@ [T minister says
Andhra Pradesh, which
has been a hub for
agriculture, MSMEs and
other sectors, now aims
to move fasterin [T

single agenda, says Lokesh

® Notes that focus now shifted @ Urges industry
to ‘speed of doing business’ to actively
from ‘ease of doing business’ participate in the
as delay in projects can delay Al varsity project,
the entire business plan since which is close to
investments involved are huge  CM's heart

HRD, IT and electronics minister Nara Lokesh interacts with the
industry heads at the Cli Southern Regional Council meeting in
Vijayawada on Saturday

feedback from people for the
Viksit Andhra Pradesh vi-
sion, which is in line with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modis Viksit Bharat-2047
(developed India). Inan ap-
parent reference to Y § Jagan
Mohan Reddy-led YSRCP
regime  between 2019 and
2024, the TDP national gen-
eral secretary said the last
five years were not pleasant
tor the industry and vowed
that the new government is
in place to bring back trust
As investments nowadays are
ranging in thousands of crores
of rupees, Lokesh said the fo-
culs shifted 1o speed of doing
pusiness from ease of doing
business, adding that a project

getting delayed by three to six
months could deril the entire
business plan now. According
to Lokesh, the Skills Census
was disrupted due to the re-
cent Vijavawada loods but
exuded confidence that it will
be back on track to prepare &
certified workforce for the in-
dustry. Delving on Artificial
Intelligence, he underscored
that futuristic  technology
waould transtorm the manner
in which business, politics and
governance will be conducted.
Furtler, he called on the in-
dustry to actively participate
in the Al university project,
which is close to Chiet Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu,
drawing parallels with the Hy-

derabad-based Indian School
of Business (ISB) as it would
beina similar format.

“This (Al varsity) is de-
signedd on the ISB model. We
expect the titans of the in-
dustry o support us in this
journey and actually run the
institution,.., he said, noting
that the government is pood
at policy making and giving
land. Further, Lokesh under-
lined that he is looking for-
ward to overhauling curricula
from kindergarten to post
graduation as the Human Re-
source Development Minister
of the state.

He also said that there will
be many new announcements
in the next six months while
highlighting that the Eco-
nomic Development  Board
(EDB), which will be in place
in the next 30 days, will be the
single port of call for industry
engagement with the govemn-
ment

Lokesh  highlighted  that
EDB will pursue industrial-
ists until they commit invest-
ments in the state, among
other Initiatives,

" Laddu row triggers

heartburn to devotees

PRADEEF VENNELAKANTI
Tmorati

THE controversy surround-
ing the adulteration of cow
ghee with animal [ats has
triggered outrage, resonating
beyond the state in the entire
country and even abrmoad,
as it touches the sentiments
of millions of devotees of
Lord Venkateswara. The is-
sue came to light when Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu revealed an NDDB
CALF lab report confirm-
ing the adulteration, igniting
strong reactions from the
Hindu community.

While some believe the
government should have tak-
en corrective action privately
instead of publicising the is-
sue, others have expressed
anger over the state of affairs
within the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) in the
past five vears. The divide in
public opinion reflects the
deep emotional impact of the
scandal on staunch devotees.

Political  parties  have
seized on the issue, 2ach tak-
ing a stand aligned with their
interests, The NDA parties
have sharply criticised the
previous YSRCP  govern-
ment, accusing it of tarnish-
ing the reputation of the re-
vered religious institution, In
contrast, YSRCP has denied
the allegations and ques-
tioned the political motives
behind the Chief Minister's
statements,

Meanwhile, Congress
and Left parties have raised
concerns about why the re-
port was withheld for two
months,

Amidst the controversy,
former TTD executive of-
ficer AV Dharma Reddy has
come under scrutiny due
to his close ties with former
chief minister Y § Jagan Mo-
han Reddy. Dharma Reddy’s
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® With all parties demanding a full-fledged
inquiry, which is imminent, the nature of

probe is to be seen

¢ While some believe the govt should have
taken corrective action without publicising
the issue, others express anger over the state
of affairs in TTD in the last five years

® CM directs TTD to cleanse the temple
following Agama norms to instil confidence

among devotees

influence over TTD's admin-
istration during the previ-
ous governments ténure is
now a focal point of a recent
vigilance inquiry into TTD's
decision-making.

There is a growing percep-
tion that quality cow ghee
cannot be priced at Rs 320
without being adulterated,
given that the market price
of pure ghee is closer to Rs
600 for all reliuble brands.
The previous TTD admin-
iration had controversially
rejected Nandini ghee from
Karnataka Milk Federation
(KME), known for its quality,
due toits higher price, opting
instead for a lower-priced al-
ternative. The NDA govern-
ment has since moved 1o re-
instate KMEF as the supplier.

Calls for a full-fledged

inquiry are mounting, with

various parties demanding
a transparent imvestigation.
Some are advocating for a
CBI probe, while others pre-
fer an mnquiry led by a sitting
Supreme Court juddge. As the
Central government has now
requested a report from the
state, a decision on the na-
ture of the inquiry is antici-
pated soon.,

The upcoming meeting
between the TTD executive
officer and the Chief Minis-
ter, scheduled for Saturday
evening, is expected to be
crucial in shaping the next
steps in this unfolding con-
troversy, It was learnt that
the CM has already directed
the TTD to cleanse Sri Vari
temple following all Aa-
gama norms to instil con-
fidence among the devotees
in a big way.

KTR alleges Es 8,888-cr corruption involving CM

Hans News SERVICE
HyberABAD

Eamest Money: Ra. 10,233,500

Eamest Money should be in the form of ast bankitg of paymont galoway only
Note: FOR o Damand Drall wil nol be scospled as EMD for tandor irivited on
IREPS as por Raitway Boards lofter No. 201 SCE-VCT/S unied 31.08 2016

jani Reddy owned Shodha Infra-
structure Limited was awarded
cantracts worth Rs 1,137 crore, de-

work, while Shodha Infrastructure
wis handed 80 per cent, further
gives currency to suspicions of foul

close associates. Addressing the
media, K'TR pointed out that in just
three months after assuming office,

Complation Pariod | 12 Months BRS working president K Taraka  Revanth Reddy orchestrated a co-  spite its meager proft declaration  play. c

Date and me of submission of ‘ Unio 15.00 hew on 15 102024 oponing of Rama Rao has claimed that a mas-  lossal fraud by misusing his control ~ of Rs 2 crore. "The only qualifica- Further, KTR criticised Re- i e

tendar and opening of tender | sjencer at 15.00 s, on 15.10.7024 sive Rs 8888 crore corruption  over the Urban Development De-  tion this company seems (o have is vanth Reddy for withholding key i’ '

:th:lutn pacticulars; publishad tendie; f108ce Above tendler avallible scandal have occurred in the State  partment. its family connection to the Chiel  information about the AMRUT

GERtion St Complats srcanbe | onIREFS silsle involving Chief Minister Revanth The scheme, according to KTR,  Minister,” KTR said. 20 tenders, preventing public - -

seen and website where the tender form can be | .. irens.gov.in : _ . : : b Ay

| downloaded ' Reddy: involved the illegal allocation of [he BRS leader also alleged that  ovemight and transparency. He _

Similar Nature or work | COmIStruCtion of bridgea/Limited High Subway with The alleged scam centered  large-scale contracts to companies  the public-listed Indian Hume Pipe  demanded that all details related . /
R e LTy s around  mismanagement and  that lack the requisite qualifica- Ltd was coerced into entering a  to the scheme be made public for Y RS

Hﬂl TEl ; {i‘ ;mwﬁ g !"ﬂw‘ lemmw:mf“mnuﬂd:: fraudulent fender allocations un-  tions, many of which are closely  joint venture with Shodha Infra-  scruting The BRS leader demanded I

der the AMRUT 2.0 scheme, KTR
said, accusing the CM of using his
position to benefit his family and

connected to the Chief Minister's
family.
The CM5% brother-in-law § Sru-

structure. Under this arrangement,
Indian Hume Pipe was assigned
only 20 per cent of the project

the Congress-led State government
o release all relevant documents
regarding the AMBUT tenders.

Annasurs- XXV ik comgulsarily

No.: 128-Witd0/Tendor Notice/34-25W-1 (NIT-44) Dated: 20.09.2024 2937/2024
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Claims Revanth awarded
He 100U cr contract to in-laws
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Bestselling Author

Reecha Agarwal Goyal’s transformation from
a homemaker to a bestselling author exemplifies
the power of dreams and determination. Her
journey, shaped by late-night writing sessions and
the chaos of dally life, is a story of inspiration for
aspiring writers and dreamers alike

ASKARI JAFFER

n the quiet corners of her
home, amidst the chaes

of daily life—life dictared
by the dinking of dishes
and the lnughter of her two
children—Reecha Agarwal
Goyal dared to dream. A
mother a homemaker, and
now a bestselling author, her
journey is one of dehance
against the odds, a testament
to the power of storvielling
and perseverance.

Reecha’s life, like many
mothers, wis centersd
around her family. The
daily routine of school runs,

household chores, and taking

car¢ of her children filled her
davs. But underneath the
surface, a longing stirred.
“T've always loved my fam-
ily life, but I couldn’t shake
this feeling that T wanted

something more!” she shares,

reflecting on her ransition

from homemaker to wriler,
Reecha says, "Writing was
something I'd been passionate
about since childhood. Tt was
my way of expressing myself,
byt Thad put it asicle for so
long.

Finding time for hersell
was a challenge, espedcally
while raising two kids. Yet,
Reecha found solace in the
late hours of the night and
early mornings. Reecha says,
“Those quiet moments, when
everyone else was asleep,
became my creative time. |
would sit at my laptop, often
sacrificing sleep, just o get
the stories in my head onto
paper. Bul the struggle wisn't
only in finding time. Reecha
admits, “I'had a lot of self-
doubt. [ wondered if [ was
chasing a dream that wasnl
meant for me Bul then |
realised, the stories inside me
were demanding to be told,
and [ couldn't ignore them
Anymore,

Her persistence paid of.
Reechas debut book, Suds
15 Her Lifel became an unex-
pected hit. The poetic narra-
tive, which traces a womans
journey trom cradle to grave,
resonated deeply with read-
ers. Reecha says, "When | saw
how peaple connected with

it, | was blown away. [ wrote
it from a very personal place,
s0 to see it reach so many
hearts was both humbling
and surreal”

With her pewfound suc-
cess, Reecha's life trans-
formed. Invitations to literary
festivals, book signings,
and speaking engogements
followed. "It was all 50 new
o me, she recalls, "One day
| was just a mother trying
o writein the middle of the
night, and the next, [ was
standing in front of audienc-
¢5, Lalking about my journey.
It was overwhelming in the
best possible way.”

Her success didnt stop
with her first book. Reecha
receritly ventured into a new
genre with The Eyes ol a
Killer, a crime thriller that
explores themes of abuse,
trafficking, and empower-
ment. "I winted to push my-
self as a writer,” she explains,
“Writing a thriller was outside
my combort zone but | felt
compelled to tackle these dif-
freult subjects, Its important
totell these stories, not just
for entertainment but to bring
awareness 1o the issues)”

Thie novel'’s success hias led
to an even greater mile-
stone—its adaptation for the

screen. “When | first heard
that my book was going to
be tumed into a movie, 1

couldn't believe it Reecha

beams, "I wrote this story
from my heart, and seeing it
comé to life in a new medium
feels like a dream.” Shes heav-
ilv irvolved in the adaptation
process, ensuring that the
essence of her story remains
intact. Reecha savs, "Its 50 €x-
citing to be part of the casting
angd production discussions,

| want to make sure that the
message of the book, the em-
powerment of the churagters,
stays true in the film.”

For Reecha, this journey
has been more than just about
success; its been shout find-
ing her voice and inspiring
others: Reecha says, “There

were sp many times | doubted
mysell, but [ pressed on. |
want other women, especially
mothers, to know that their
chreams are just as important
as anyone elses. You don’t
have to choose between fam-
ily and passion—you can do
botly”

Today, Reecha stands as a
shining example of resilience
and creativity. From the quigt
confines of her home to the
excitement of book tours
and movie adaptations, she
continues 1o inspire with
her words and her journey.
Reecha says, "T've realised that
theres no limit to what you
can achieve if you just keep
going, eveh when its lard,
[Xreams are attainable, no
matter the circumstances”

Tips for managing
PCOS naturally

SHEELA KRISHNASWAMY

COS Awareness Month

is celebyrated in Sep-

tember to raise aware-
ness and educate the public
about Polveystic Ovary
Syndrome (PCOS]), a condi-
tion affecting many women
it India, Characterized by
irregular periods, elevated
levels of male hormones, and
ovirian cvsts, PCOS can lead
o symptoms such as weight
guin, acne, excessive hair
growth, and fertility issues.
To help manage these symp-
toms, Sheels Krishnaswamy,
a seasoned Nutritionist and
Wellness Consultant, shares
practical advice emphasizing
Lhe importance of maintain-
ing a4 well-balanced and
clean diet, incorporating
nitural foods ke almonds,
leafy greens, pulses and
whole grains, which provide
essential nutrients and en-
hance overall body function-
ing und well-being.

Prioritize Balanced Meals:
Oneof the most important
steps i managing PCOS
15 maintaining a balanced
diet rich in nutrient-dense
foods like fruits, vegetables,
lealy greens, whole grains,
pulses, dals, and nuts such
as almonds. Almonds are
benehicinl due to their
healthy fats, protein, and
fiber, which promaote satiety,
and aid in weight manage-
ment. Additionally, almonds
provide magnesium, a nutri-
ent that plavs a role in blood
sugar control. [n fact, the
Indian Council of Medical
Research, National Institute
of Nutrition (ICMR-NIN)
Dietary Guidelines tor Indi-
ans also recognize nutrtious
nuts like almonds that can
be caonsumed daily for good
health.
Focus on Low Glycemic

Index Foods: Opting for
low glycemic index loods,
like legumes, whole grains,

seeds, and nuts such as
almonds, Is essential for
managing PCOS, Almonds
play a vital role in lower-
ing the blood sugar impact
of carhohydrate-rich foods
that they are eaten with,
thereby helping to regulate
fasting insulin levels. In fact,
incorporating a handful of
almonds imto your daily diet
not only helps control blood
sugar but also supports
weight management and
reduces LDL cholesterol, all
of which can help to allevi-
ate PCOS symploms aind
improve overall health.

Regular Physical Activity:
Integrating regular exercise
into your routine is cruciul
for managing PCOS. Engag-
ing i activities such as brisk
walking, swimming, playing
a sport or yoga can help
regulate weight and enhance
insulin sensitivity, both of
which are impaortant for
clfectively managing PCOS
symptams,

Stay Hydrated: Drinking
plenty of water is essential

for maintaining overall
health. Proper hydration
supparts various bodily

functions, including metabo-

lism and digestion, Aim to
drink at least 6 to §
water each day to hel P your
body stay hydrated, which
can alleviate symploms

such as bloating, and fatigue
commonly associated with
PCOS,

Stress Management:
Managing stress is vital for
managing PCOS, as elevated
stress levels can exacerbate
symptoms, Incorporate
stress-reducing techniques
into your routine, such as
meditation, deep breath-
ing exercises, or mindful
practices, to help Keep stress

levels under control and sup-

port overall well-being.

Seek the help of a health-
care professional (endocri-
nologist or _!_;',}'I'iﬂ:.'-.:l.ﬂugi:.l]l Lo
help you manage PCOS and
give you specific guidance.
A qualified dietitian will be
able to help vou with your
daily diet plan.

elevision actress Tina

Datta on Saturday
delighted her fans by
sharing nostalgic throw-

back glimpses from her

unforgettable vacation in the

Maldives. In her heartielt
post, she revealed her three

greatest obsessipirs: the stun-

ning clouds, the warm sun,
and her beloved mother.
The diva, known for her
captivating role in the show
“Uttaran, took to Instagram,
where she has 4.7 million

tollowers, to share a series ol

enchanting photos from her
Maldives getaway,
In the mesmerising tropi-

cal paradise, Tina poses in
a I.,I'I:II. white co-ord set, her

hair elegantly stvled in a
bun. The snapshots beauti-
fully capture her enjoying

the serene blue sea along-
side her mother, Madhu-
mita Datta, highlighting
the special moments they
shared against the stunning

backdrop of their advllic sur-

roundings.

The post is captioned as:
"Meet my obsession- The
(cloud emoji), the (sun
emoji), and my mom.,
Mayhe the sky is meant to

teach us that we are beautiful

in every shade #nature #sky
E5ea 2sun’,

Born in Kolkata, Tina,
who 15 an avid yoga and
pilﬂl{‘:-‘- enthusiast, made her
debut at the age of five with
the show ‘Sister Nivedita.

Tina Datta reveals her obsessions: Clouds, sun & mom

Khan's movie 'Parineeta.
Tina has been a part of
shows like "Durga, "Fear Fac-
tor: Khatron Ke Khiladi 7,
‘Daavan, and most recently
‘Hum Rahe Na Rahe Hum

The 32-vear-old was also
a part of the controversial
parno Ghoshs film 'Chokher  reality show "Bigg Boss 16,
Bali, alongside Aishwarya tn which MC Stan emerged
R, as the winner.

Shi ul_:a';t_}fmi the role of - -
young Lalita in 5 1‘ 4
/

Vidya Balan
“',#‘:

She made her film debut as a
child artist with the Bengali
film "Pita Maata Santan.
Tira has been a part
ol Bengali films like Dus
Number Bari, 'Chirodini
Tumi Je Amar, Sagarkanya
She also featured in Ritu-

and Saif AN

| glasses of

Shraddha Kapoor welcomes f
paby ‘Stree’ at her home

ollywood diva Shraddha Kapoor, fresh off the success of her recently released
horror corfedy hlm Stree 2, shared an adorable update with her fans on Saturday,
as she has welcomed a new pet

The actress introduced her charming ‘nanhi stree” named "Small. adding a delight-
ful new member to her fimily, With her vibrant spiril apd love for animals, Shraddhak
latest addition has already captured the hearts ol her followers.

Taking to Instagram, Shraddba delighted her 93.1 million tollowers by sharing a
series of heartwarming pictures featuring ber new furry friend. In the photos, she
wedrs o casual baby pink tee and black trousers, sitting on the floor while lovingly
cradiing her adorable pet, ‘Small.

Nex( to them, her other pel can be seen, albeit looking a bit less than thrilled
about the new addition.

In the caption, she wrote: "Mere ghar aovi ek nanhi streel!! Milive "Small
s¢. Humaari nayi family member Meri dildaar dost @fazaa_s6 he Is choti |
si khushi ko mwjhe gift kiva. Ab ve hoa na sabse best tarecka jashn P 4
manane ka... Woh toh alag baat hai ki is celebration mein ek kol hai >
jo kaah na kKhush hai, .. Swipe karke dekho woh shags kaun hai”. The ) £
postis liked by Varun D'nm-. an and Ananya Panday. Ananya com- k‘k
mented: "Small has become sooo0o big...post the chatl pictures also!!!”

Moreover, with "Stree 2, Shraddha has become the first female

lead to achieve such recond-breaking success, "Stred
2 Sarkate Ka Aatank’ directed by Amar Kaushik,
written by Niren Bhatt, and produced jointly by
Maddock Films and Jio Studios, i the fifth tnstall-
ment in the Maddock Supernatuml Universe

and serves as the seqel to the 2018 movie "Stree.
The flm stars Rajkummar Rao, Pankaj Tripathi,
Abhishek Banerjee and Aparshakti Khurana,

Meanwhile, Shraddha, who is the daughter of
actor Shakt Kapoor, made her acting debut in
thee 2010 thriller "Teen Patti, alongside Amitabh
Bachchan, Ben Kingsley and R. Madhavan.

She éssaved the role of Arohl in romantic musi-
cal ‘Aashiqui 2" directed by Mohit Suri. The film
starred Aditya Roy Kapur in the lead.

The beautiful diva has appeared in movies Like
'Ek Villain, "Haider, ABCD 2] "Hall Girlfriend,
‘Haseena Parkar, ‘Strée, "Batti Gul Meter Chally,
Chhichhore, Street Dancer 3D, "Baaghi 3 and
Tu Jhiyorhl Main Malkdkadir.
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Punish the guilty strongly

for sacrilege at Tirumala

ub: BOLD TALK - V Ramu
Sﬁarma - Get to the bottom of

most sacrilegious act at Tiru-
miala (Sept. 21, 2024). One should not
play on the sentiments of the people
who believe in the sacred Prasadam.
One should not blame unnecessar-
ily for the political mileage. It should
be thoroughly investigated before
making any allegations on the sacred
prasadam, It is clear that any ingredi-
ents induding ghee comes to Thiru-
mala with proper lab reports and
even after the TTD peaple also check
three samples belore approving, It
looks like there is a perfect mecha-
nism at Tirumala to check the adul-
terations. There is no way to enter the
Tirumala with adulterated Ghee. The
sample from where they have taken
and tested i Gujarat, The Hyderabad
has NIN and other national agencies
to check such adulteration. On the
other hand, the agency AR supplied
the ghee ascertains its purity. We
should not spread false propaganda
to delame other political parties,

~Kanagiri SN Prasad, Hyderabad
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HERE are many allegations
against Tirumala Tirupath Dev-
gsthanam (TTD) that it has been
commercialised and large-scale cor-
ruption takes place, devotees Iace

challenges in getting darshan and

accommuodation, breaks for VIP dar-
shan inconvenience devotees waiting
in dharma darshan compartments.
Personnel controlling darshan of pil-
grims behave rudely with them. These
and reparts of liguor and non- vege-
tarian food consumption in Tirumala

mave already reduced the sanctity of

Tirumala. The present controversy on
use of adulterated ghes in making the
laddus that are famous and cherished
by crores of devotees and mudsling-
ing between the present and the past
Chief Ministers over it have further
reduced the sanctity.

— D O Prasada Rae, Hyderabad

ok

HE CM Chandrababu Naidu's

claim that laddus were prepared
with animal fat instead of ghee during
the YSRC regime has disturbed crores
of devotees worldwide. Could the in-
gredients of laddy be thus altered
without the knowledge of the cooks?
It is unconvincing that Agama, Ve-

dika and Dharmika Parishads of

TTD failed to notice the adulteration
while they supervise the preparation
of laddu? If the FSSAI does confirm
the adulteration, a thorough probe
will be needed and those officials who
connived in the process need be pros-
ecuted.

— P R Ravinder, Hyderabad.

* % %

N light of the recent hype sur-

rounding the authenticity of world
renowned Tirupatl laddu due to the
alleged inclusion of animal fat, it is
crucial for the TTD management o
address the issue To protect interests
ol devotees or scuttle politics over the
issue, TTD should choose to clarify
the situation and consider corrective

action,
PV Prakash, Mumbai

ko

T is very shocking to note that "ani-
mal fat” is available in Tirupati Lad-
dus. The report stirs that the prasa-
dam has beet tallow, Lard (relating o
pig fat) and fish il tested samples in

the laboratory. The matter is of great
concern that the Tirupati laddus are
made of animal fat instead of ghee.
Both Central and State governments
need to protect the sanctity of the re-
vered temple and thorough inguiry
should be conducted and culprits
should be punished severely if the al-
legations proved to be genuine

Zakir Hussain, Kazipet

x &

HE laddu prasadam of Lord Ven-
kateswara at Tirumala when sub-
jected to chemical analysis seemed
to have contained animal fat (tallow,
fish oil, lard) of all ather things; ex-
cept pure ‘ghee’ to be used in the
making of the sacred prasadam. The
report announced by the TDP can-
not be wrong as the TDP has been
steadily raising the issue of gross
mismanagement in the goings on at
the Tirumala temple - from the ap-
poititment of the TTD chairman,
who is the close relative of Y5 Jagan
Mohan Reddy, and the diminishing
quality in the annadanam and laddu
prasadam. This leaves no scope for
YSRCP to cover up this serious faux
pas blatantly playing with Hindu sen-
timents; and Sanatan believers of the
world, callously feeding the devotees
with varicties of animal fat is despic-
able and nauseating. The Centre must
look into the allegations and punish

the guilty most severely.
- 8 Lakstom, Hyderabad
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HE adulteration of ghee useéd to

make laddu in Tirupati temple
has erupted into @ massive row, Re-
ports emerged that a testing lab had
found the presence of “beefl tallow”
“lard” relating to pig fat, and “fish oil”
in the ghee used 1o prepare the laddus.
AP CM Chandrababu Naidu alleged
that ghee contamipated by “animal
fat” had been used to make the laddu
during his predecessor Jagan Mohan
Reddys tenure but there is lack of
clarity on what Reddy’s role was in
the alleged contamination. The tem-
ple management claimed that its ghee
suppliers might have taken advantage
of lack of in-house adulteration test-
ing facility but did not come clean on
who they might be and if they had a
connection o Reddy. The lab called
the Centre for Analysis and Learning
in Livestock and Food (CALF) of the
National Dairy Development Board
had issued an important caveal with
its report — that there can be chances
of a false positive result in cases of
overfeeding ol cows with feeds rich
in vegetable oils or milk technologi-
cally treated and so on, But this barely
landed on the public consciousness
given the heightened emotions. There
are uncomfortable questions such
as why a lab in Gujarat ran the 1ests
when Hyderabad has venemted labs.

- N Sadhasiva Reddy, Washington

* k%

HE Lord of Seven Hills — Sri
Venkateswara Swamy — i3 Sath-
vanarayana who brooks no injustice
to his beloved devotees, when blatant
adharma is seen to be happening at
Tirumala temple. YS Jagan Mohan
of YSRCP is squarely responsible for
feeding Hindu devotees with varie-
ties of animal products in the place
ghee, in the Ladduo Prasadam at Tiru-
mala temple thus severely hurting
the sentiments of innumerable Balaji
bhakths across the world and in the
country. This sacrilegious act on his
part can never be condoned, Let the
incident be a warning to all those
who undertake the management of
TTD. If the government is incapable
of doing it this must be handed over
to the devotees Lo manage, as similar
arguments are fast spreading in the
country with regard to management

of Hindu temples in the country.
- K R Parvathy, Mysuru
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HE AP government has to lay
more focus on ensuring qualita-
tive laddu. It should consider steps
like enhancing stricter quality control
measures and checks on the ingredi-
ents used to prepare laddu. To check
any adulteration, the TTD should
pull up socks and conduct regular
tests on the purity of ghee and other
ingredients. The people concerned
will work to improve the supply of
chain management to ensure
only high-quality ingredients are
used in the laddu preparation. The
TTD will ensure transparency in its
procurement and testing process 1o
prevent any adulterations indeed.
Sridevi Tejaswani K, Kakinada
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HERE several offerings to Tiru-
pati Balaji, but laddu oftering is
the most revered among them. So,
getting laddu and distribute it among
Iriends and relatives of a devotee is
the end of pilgrimage to Tirupati.
But the recent remark made by none
other than the AP Chiel Minister
that Laddu was adulterated by us-
ing non vegelarian ingredients in
ghee like beef tallow, fish ol and
pig lard has disturbed conscience
of millions of devotees across the
globe. It is a big blow on sentiments
of devorees. Tt is better to constitute
a judicial committee headed by a
sitting judge. It must study why has
the contractor agreed to supply cow
ghee at | 350 1w E400 per litre as
against market price of H10007 Why
hasa't TTD got its own lab to test in-
gredients quality from time o time
so far? The committee should recom-
mend measures that reduce the gov-
ernment interfeérence in day to day
rituals of temples.
Pratapa Reddy Yarnamala,
Tiruvurn, NTR dt
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HE sentiments of Hindus are
at stake .Why are we Hindus so
tolerant and accomodative ? If this
were 1o happuu with any other re-
ligious community, there would be
widespread protests in our country

by now. Even our religious leaders |

and prominent politicians have not
raised their voice and have been si-

lent. This revelation has opened yet |

another can of irregularities perpe-
trated underthe Y5 Jagan rule in AP.
Even after the report is made public,
the YSRC is accusing the TDP gov-
ernment of using it for palitical gains
and is not owning up any dccount-
ability for such a heinous act. The
former TTD Chairman should be
questioned regarding the decision to
stop procuring Nandini Cow Ghee
from Karnataka.

Parimala G Tadas, Hyderabad
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HE Naidu government in July
this year is reported to have
sent the ghee supplied by a firm in
Dindigul for testing its quality, The
Gujarat-based livestock laboratory
NDDB CALF Lid is reported 1o
have confirmed that the ghee sup-
plied contained animal fats. | am at
a loss to understand why the purity
of ghee was not properly tested by
quality control wing of the temple?
It is highly an atrocious act, Why
didnt Naidu make this allegation
public two months ago? He too is
a Hindu and should have acted in-
stantly. Jagan doesat want Naidu
to politicise the issue. There seems
o be something hshy. Anyhow the
Hindus stand insulted and assaulted.
A high-level CBI probe monitored
by the SC should be constituted to
ind out the truth and the guilty
should be punished for the sanctity
of the tumplu is at stake. Posting of
only Hindus in famous temples like
Tirumala should be made com-
pulsory. Hindu temples should be
mil nagm] by Hindu committees as is
done by the Muslim and Christians
in India.
Snavana Ramachandran, Chennai
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HOUGH the timing of Chan-

drababy Naidu's revelations
raises suspicion that the issue is
being exploited for political gains,
still the issue cannot be buried af-
ter the facts of inferior ghee con-
taining animal fats coming into the
open  undermining Hindu  tradi-
tions and violating Agama Shastra
rituals. By and large. when Jagan's
faulty administration of TTD was
relentlessly criticised not only by
TDF but other parties, this delicate
issue needs a high-level probe to un-
earth the truth and persons involved
in the shady activities to be lollowed
by stringent action against all guily
who indulged in sacrilegious act that
is unforgivable in order o preserve
the sanctity of the abode of Lord
Venkateshwara and restare the con-
fidence of devolees,

In the final analysis, ideally, it is
justificd that religious institutions
like the TTD and temples across the
country be freed from government
control and similarly time has also
come for establishment of Sanatana
Dharma Rakshana Board' at the na-

tional level to look into the issues of

temples by overseeing their func-
tioning,
- K R Srinivasan, Secunderabad
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Is One Natlon One
Poll a game—changer?

FURMER Chiel Election Commissioner
Shahabuddin Yagoob Quraishi has thrown
light on the facts that the mandate of simul-
taneous elections all over the natton is not
tlawless in the sense that panchayat elections
are put off and over 30 lakh representitives
are ignored and similarly it is a colossal waste
of money that 40 lakh EVMs are requined in
addition. The government banks on [ormer
President Ramnath Kovind's recommernda-
tions in this regard, but Is it beyond compre-
hension that RSS/ BIP has no vested interests
and unfortunately Kovind was voted to power
at their mercy. The opposition is ignored on
account of its lack of required numbers and
the merit is not a concern to the treasury

benches.

Rigjt from the pempective of recent elec-

duct

sary numbers in Parliament for this? The cur-
rent practice of electing various democratic
entities through separate elections takes pro-
longed honoring of Election Commission’s
code of conduct, compromising effective gov-
ernance, as important wellare measures will
need to be placed on hold. Moreover, separate
electoral processes will add to poll expenses,

Promulgation of ‘one nation, one poll’
logically result in drastic reduction in poll-
related expenses, which could be utilised for
peaple-friendly welfare measures, expeditely
initiated due to an abbreviated code of con-

would

Confidence of the opposition, which sees
red in the Centres proposal fearing denuda-

ton of federalism, must be boosted through

tions, the B]P would have lost its very survival
in AP had they not got into alliance with TDP
and J5P tieup and even the arch-rivals against

saffron party on the count of non-secular
stigma, leave alone the practicality, the vol-
ers were bound tovote for them with a heavy
heart and it was the only option like MLA and
MP got to be voted in bunch while NOTA has
not gained that momentum, Maybe, this is a
leng run benefit for the saffron party not

lose the 4th term.

* k¥

HE Centre hias proposed ‘one nation one
election” pattern wherein one electoral
process will dect representatives to Parlia-
ment, stale legislatures, and local self-gov-
erning bodies. It will take numerous constitu-
tional amendments to actualise the proposal.

Dr T Ramadas,
Visakhapatnam

deliberation and consultation.

Dy George Jacob, Kochi
* % %

HE future of our democracy will be de-

termined by whether the policy of hold-
g sirmultaneous elections now passes the lest
of Parliament, constitutional courts or public
opinion. The notion of simultancous elections
was never part of the original constitutional
scheme that was set up when India became

independent There was no mention of simul-

tancous elections, even when the Constituent
Assembly discussed extraordinary powers —

under Emergency Provisions of the Constitu-
tion — providing the President of India with

But, does the Modi government have neces-

the authority to dissolve elected state govern-
ments, It is only fair to conclude that simulta-
neous elections did not seem logical, prudent
or in consonance with our democratic archi-
tecture, even for a fledgling republic in 1950,
Calieut Krishnan Subramania lyer,

Bengalury

A tribute to MS Amma

6TH September marked the

108th birth anniversary of
the musical prodigy M.S Sub-
bulakshmi, or MS Amima as she
was and is lovingly referred to
by her fang and nisikas (a fan,
supporter and  connoisseur),
She is a legend who re-defined
the stage with her ragas and sa-
rees.

Madural  Shanmukhavadivu
Subbulakshmi was an Indian
Carnatic singer from Madurai,
Tamil Nadw. She was the first
musician ever to be awarded the
Bharat Ratna — Indias highést
civilian honour, the first Indian
musician 1o réceive the Ramon
Magsaysay award in 1974 and
the first Indian w perform at
the United Nations General As-
sembly in 1966,

The gorgeous 'MS blue silk
saris, synonymous with legend-
ary Carnatic vocalist, was not
‘peacock neck’ blue as many
believe but ‘middle sed’ blue,
according to noted Carnatic
singer T N Seshagopalan (As
quoted inan article by the Hin-
du), Ong of her devout rasikas,

Culling wild animals for humanity sake

ULLING t:luph:mts hip

pos, buffaloes, impalas,

avallable o them without

(for us here in India
they are iconic and majes-
tic animals) and other wild
animals to feed citizens left
hungry by severe drought
and famine in Namibia and
Zimbabwe has got a lot of
international atlention and a
mixed reaction. Using wild-
life, In a manner amount-
mg to croelty, o allevi-
ate hunger in a part of the
world is a sad commentary
on the state of the world.

The failure of crops in the
South African countries and
the fallure of the interna-
tional community to supply
foodgrains to the needy in
the dj'nuliln-hil areas do not
justify the mindless mass

butchering of elephants,

hluu miduhﬂfﬁtﬁ, zebras and
elands (antelopes). Support-
ers of culling of wild animals
try to justify it by citing
man-animal contlict and the
need 1o decongest wildlife
parks. There must be bet-
ter ways to deal with them.

The ‘overpopulation’ prob-
lem of wild animals cannot
be looked at in isolation
from human encroachment
of their patural habitats,
Botswana has the world’s
largest elephant population;
it also suffers from severe
drought. Still, it has not cho-
sen to slaughter its elephants
to provide meat to its people.
Drought-stricken  people
need food for survival. But
coukdnt it have been made

culling wildlife and offend-
ing our ecological sensi-
tivity and sensibility? We
are aware of what humans
would do in the face of acute
scarcity of food. In the Gold
Rush, Charlie Chaplin and
his starving friend Big Jim
were eating u cooked shoe.
Lord Alfred Tennysons de-
scription of nature as ‘red in
tooth and claw’ reflects real-
ity and sums up our medern
understanding of natural
election! Still as an advanced
species endowed with  in-
telligence and sagacity, we
have a moral obligation to
conserve wildlife. Don't we?

G David Milton,
Maruthancode, TN

Muthy Chetty - a Kanjivaram
weaver — s credited with weav-
ing the original MS Blue saree
tor the legend.

MS Amma was known to be
“Dressed to the T at all times,
as if ready for a concert. She
stopped dveing her huir as she
grew older, but the flowers in
the hair; kohl-rimmed eves,
double Jager diamond nose
rings, diamond esrrings, red
bmndi and the kumkumam re-
mained, Truly, a woman who
defined her own signature style
in musie and fashion, and did
not try to fitin!

G83) BENGALURU ONLINE

MS blue is ulways a top-seller
in kanjivarams across seasoms
and is almost like a timeless,
nostalgic weave people come
back to with a sense of pride
arid Lo carry it as a souvenir in
memory of the legend im their
wardrobes (oo,

Evén today, many temples
anid homes around the world
including mine wale up to her
voice of Suprabhatam, Vishou
Suhasrpamam and the numer-
ous chants and kritis that she
has fent her voice to.

MS Subbulakshmi is an icon
on so many fronts - a fearless
woman  who conguered the
stage with her talent, stage pres-
ence and her commitment to
heér art!

On 23rd Qct 1966, MS
brought the UN to standstill
followed by a st;mding avation
with her rendition of Maitrim
Bhajatha, a song on universal
love and peace.

- Anandambal
Subramaniam.chennai

Over 200,000 seedballs made for
reforestation projects across India

BENGALURU: Infosy

s Foundation, the

philanthrop-

ic and CSR arm of Infosys, has Kicked off its "Month of
Gracious Giving' initiative this ember across Infosys
Development Centers in India. As part of this inaugural
initiative, Infosys employees participated to produce over
200,000 seedballs in an hour. These seedballs will be used
for reforestation projects acress more than 20 locations in
India, helping restore native flora, promote biodiversity,
and support local ecosystems.

A wide variety of native plant seeds such as Neem,
Tamarind, Sandalwood, Teak, and Mahogany, will be
planted in designated reforestation areas across India,
including Bannerghatta National Park in Bengalury, Ut-
kalmani Gopalbandhu Ashram Grounds in Bhubaneswar,
and the Yeoor Hills in Mumbai,

This record-setting achievement marks the start of a
maonth-long series of employee-locused volunteering ac-
tivities at Intosys dedicated 1o community engagement
and environmental sustainahility.
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India may mis

Nusuaipa lopaL

NDIA is likely to miss the

2030 deadline for achiey-
ing sustinable develop-
ment goals (SDG) related to
children’s health — reducing
the prevalence of stunting,
and under-five and neonatal
mortality, according to the
Goalkeepers 2024 report re-
leased by the Bill and Melin-
da Gartes Foundation,

The report is based on es-
timates from the Institute of
Health Metrics and Evalu-
ation, United Nations Chil-
drens Fund and the World
Bank. Malnutrition is the
most pervasive health crisis
facing the world, and is the
cause of half of all childhood
deaths in the world, the re-
port says. This will only be
aggravated by changing cli-
mate, it added

“Stunting |where a child
is short for his/her age| is a
proxy for overall cognitive
and physical underdevelop-
ment, according to a Sep-
tember 2017 report by the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation, as IndiaSpend report-
ed in January 2018. "Stunted
children will be less healthy
and productive for the rest
of their lives, and countries
with high rates of stunting
will be less prosperous.”

Increased funding for nu-
trition and innovative solii-
tions such as fortitying food,
providing better prenatal
supplements and  investing
in agriculture could help the
world to meet the SDGs like
reducing child mortality, in-
fant mortality and maternal

mortality, said the report.

Further, India is on track
to meet SDG targets on re-
ducing maternal mortality,
and has already met the tar-
get on reducing malaris inci-
dence, data from the report
show.

Estimated improvements
not enough to meet tar-
gets: Nine years after world
leaders agreed to the 2030
deadline 1o end poverty,
fight inequality and stop
chimate change, the world
is off track, said the report.
As of 2023, Indids neona-
tal mortlity Le, deaths
within 28 days of birth is 22
deaths per 1,000 live births.
By 2030, this is estimated
to decline to 18 deaths per
1,000 live births, 50% more
than the target of 12. Glob-
ally, by 2030, neonatal mor-
tality is expected to be 15,

Similarly, Indias early
childhood  maortality or
deaths within five years is
estimated to decline from
35 deaths per 1,000 live
births to 29, which is 16%
more than the target of 25,
The global average i1s esti-
mated to fall to 31 deaths
per 1,000 live births,

Worldwide, 23% of chil-
dren will be stunted in
2030, about 1.5 times the
target of 15%. India’s hg-
ure is expected to be 35%.
“India’s targeted approach
to improving child health
through nutrition programs
and vaccinations provides a
hopeful outlook,” a spokes-
person lor the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation
told IndiaSpend, adding
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that initiatives like Mission
Poshan 2.0 are at the fore-
front of ¢combating malnu-
trition, reaching over 93
million benehciaries.

With more drought and
heat, child malnutrition to
increse; Worldwide, an ad-
ditional 40 million children
will be stunted and 28 mil-
lion will be wasted - where
a child has lower-than-ex-
pected weight for height -
by 2050 because of climate
change, found the report.
“The kids who survive mal-
nutrition never truly ¢scape
i, Ball Gates, co-chair of
the Foundation, wrate in
the fareword to the report

A 1% loss in adult height
due to childhood stunting is
associated with a 1.4% loss
in economic  productivity,
according to World Bank
estimates. Stunted children

earn 20% less as adults
compared o non-stunted
individuals, we had re-
ported. Further, experts say
that early childhood mal-
nutrition increases the risk
of developing non-com-
municable diseases such as
hvpertension, diabetes and
heart disease in adult life, as
IndiaSpend reported in Oc-
taber 2019,

“In terms of mortality, we
may meet the 2030 deadline
for the SDGs, or at least not
be too far off the mark, but
undernutrition goals seem
further off)” said Dipa Sin-
ha, professor of economics
at Ambedkar University in
Delhi.

In the 90 days between
June and August 2024,
about 19.5 million Indians
experienced above-average
temperatures for at least

0 =

In terms of mortality,
we may meet the 2030
deadline for the SDGs,

or at least not be too

far off the mark, but

undernutrition goals
seem further off. India
is also expectedto fall
short on a composite
Index of universal
healthcare, with an
estimated score of 56

comparedtothe world
average of 62

B

61 days. Children are vul-
nerable ro climate change
even before they are born:
Climate-related hazards
can increase the risk of low
birth weight, increase the
risk of death due to air pol-
lution and extreme heat,
and intensify infectious dis-
ease llke malaria. Climate
change will also increase
food insecurity and con-
tamination.

“Drought-like  situations
have impacted agriculture,
leading o compromised
nutrition for  children,”
said Subhendu Bhattacha-
rie¢, Director, Research
and Knowledge Exchange
and Child Rights and You.
“They are particularly vul-
nerahle to extreme heat be-

cause their bodies heat up
faster and cool down slower

Lack of nutrition and
the risk of contracting TB
are interrelated. The lack
of nutrition makes a per-
son more susceptible to TH,
while having TB increases
the chance of malnutrition.
Malnourished patients also
find it harder to recover
from T8,

Indias containment of TH
i5 more or less on par with
the 2% fall in the incidence
rate globally, we had repori-
ed in May 2023, However,
the decline is well below the
10% drop the World Health
Organization had targeted
to be achieved by 2025, and
the 17% decline projecied
tor the tollowing decade, to
end TB by 2035,

The SDG sets a target of
universal access to fam-
iy planning. India has a
76% demand for family
planning, but it also has a
9% unmet need for fam-
ilv planping, according to
the National Family Health
Survey, 2019-21 (NFHS-5).
Unmet need reveals the gap
between a womans repro-
ductive intentions and her
contraceptive  behaviour,
The gap could be caused
by lack of access to contra-
ceptives, but it could also
reflect cultural, social and
religious beliefs that forbid
contraception or do not al-
low women to take inde-
pendent decisions about
family planning, as we re-
ported in July 2019,

Women bear the brumt
of contraception in India,
as Indiabpend reported in

is the most popular form
of contraception in India,
we reported in July 2024.
While two in three women
reported using any form of
family planning methods in
NFHS-5, more than half of
them = or 37.9% of married
women in the reproductive
age group — chose sterilisa-
tion. India is also expected
to fall short on a composite
index of universal health-
care, with an estimated
score of 56 compared to the
world average of 62.

Need 1o fund health,
nutrition

Undernutrition causes 83
trillion in productivity loss
by stunting children’s physi-
cal and cognitive capabili-
ties, according to the re-
port. Malnutrition costs low
income countries 3-16% of
their gross domestic prod-
uct, which is equivalent to
a permanent 2008-level re-
cession for them,

More economists should
track malnutrition because
poor nutrition can hamper
economic growth, the re-
port said.

Covid-19 may have un-
done decades of progress
on childhood nutrition, as
we reported in December
2020. In January 2022, we
reported that India under-
spends on nutrition.

About 40% aof all chil-
dren in India live in severe
food poverty, meaning that
they eat two or fewer food
groups out of the eight rec-
ommended.

s 2030 child health targets

pian, Kenya, Nigeria and
Tanzania, can protect 109
million people fram being
stunted by increasing dairy
productivity, found the re-
port. Other solutions being
implemented  worldwide
include  double fortifying
silt and other pantry staples
and providing supplements
that contain essential vita-
mins and minerals to preg-
nant women.

"Relying on fortification
is @ piecemeal approach.
For sustainable improve-
ment in nutrition we need
maore t:nn‘lprt:l:r:nsi.w: inter-
ventions. Wages and liveli-
hoods affect stunting much
more than supplements and
tortified food,” said Sinha.

More recent research sug-
gests that the gut microbi-
ome ¢an help with absorp-
tion of nutrients, according
to the report. “Studies have
found that providing preg-
nant women with micro-
nutrient supplements can
help babies gain additional
welght and develop health-
ier gut microbiomes, pre-
venting  malnutrition  and
improving overall health
outcomes,” explained the
spokesperson [rom Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation,

IndiaSpend has written
to the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare on the
success of initiotives aimed
at reducing child mortal-
itv, HIV incidence; TB in-
cidence and the inclusion of
UNICEFs multiple micro-
nutrient supplements in the
antenatal care programme,

than adults”

Challenges on path
to a developed India

TeEr SINGH K ARDAM

HE health of any complex
system, whether the hu-
man body or a nation's econo-
my, can't be delermined by ils
siz¢, what matters is the shape
it is in. GDP growth has be-
come the dominant measure
of the health of all economies,
Gross Domestic Product is to-
tal market value of goods and
services produced by a coun-
try's economy during a speci-
fied period of time, including
all final goods and services,
Indin is going to become
a developed country within
a decade or so as our rising
GDP trends show, But there
are certain impediments that
need to be addressed towards
realising a developed India.

Inequality

Economist layan Jose Thomas
said that lacklustre record of
India's development strategy
in the early decades after inde-
pendence was not on account
of the government doing too
much in the area of technol-
ogy bullding, but because the
government  couldn't inter-
vene effectively Lo ensure so-
cial developments. Independ-
ent India dida't implement
g successful programme of
Lind reform. Ownership ol as-
sets continues to be very low
among the socially backward
communities, led them to dis-
advantages due to the lack of
assels that transhated inlo hur-
dles in acquiring educstion,
and also the country under-
invested in basic education for
the masses. This consequently
resulted in inequalities in the
social spheres and better pay-
ing jobs going more to the
social groups who have had
greater access o higher edu-
cation.

Economic growth

The persistence of inequalities
has negatively impacted in-
dustrial and economic growth
in India, Domestic demand
has been lopsided, coming as
it does largely from the upper
income classes of the popula-
tion. This has slowed down the
growlh of manulacturing of
high-quality, mass consump-
tion goods. In contrast with
the East Asian countries like
Japan and China, where by
1950 Hself, land reforms and
other measures had created
a relatively egalitarian social
structure, which formed the

basis [or progressive economic
and social changes in the later
years, Alter independence, in
the early decades, India's ef-
forts i building 1TT's, TIM's,
establishment of  industrial
production like steel, fertiliser;
drug production ele,, with
state support was the right de-
ciston., The country should re-
instate such efforts, if it has to
stand a chance in fast growing
economic helds.

Unaccounted ecosystem

The real economy of a nation
includes its natural capital as-
sets - all of the gifts from na-
ture that we don't have to pro-
duce - are immensely valuable
but not marketed, ecosystem
services provide us with those
assets. These services include
climate control, water supply,
storm  protection, recreation
etc. These natural assets have
been estimated to contribute
significantly more to the hu-
man well-being than all na-
tional GDP combined. But we
are overlooking these contri-

butions which has led to mas-

sive depletion of these assets,

Uneconomic growth

We are in the state of uneco-
nomic growth. An ecological
economist, Herman Daly is
of the view that the country
is increasing production at
the expense of resources and
well-being. The decline in
well-being, associated  with
extended economic growth to
arise as a result of the social
and environmental sacrifices
made recessary by growing
encroachment on the ecosys-
lem, is uneconomic and detn-
mental in long term.

Unemployment

A group of economists have
mentioned that the country
is lacing serious problem of
unemployment.  Being  de-
veloped s not enough, the
wealth needs to be well dis-

tributed. Another economist
mentioned that the organized
sector is mechanized and au-
tomated and generates only
few  jobs This resulted 94
percent of the labourforce is
in unorgamzed sector largely
working at low wages, On eSh-
ram portal, 30 crore have been
registered for employment in
November 2023, and about 1.2
crore are new entrants for the
johs every year The growth
of organized sector at the ex-
pense of the unorganized sec-
tor results in rsing unemploy-
ment,

Jabless growth
The country's GDP is increas-
ing, but employment growth
rite doesn't, it means we are
having jobless growth. “The
employment challenge can no
longer be met only through
higher GDP growth, it has
to be in consonance with the
well-being of the whole soci-
ety

According to the First
Deputy Managing Director,
International Monetary Fund,
Gita Gopinath, o make India
the third largest economy by
2027, there is o need to cre
ate 148 million jobs by 2030,
revamp higher education and
improve skills of workforce.
She emphasised the need to
undertake land reforms im-
prove ease of doing business
and the regulatory environ-
ment, implement labour code
etc. in addition, to ldentify-
ing key thrust areas and states
and central governments work
more diligently to implement
srowth- orented policies for
moving ahead on the vision of
a developed nation,

According to the IME, GDP
of the US and China is in the
range of thirty and twenty tril-
lion dollars, which makes half
of the word’s GDP. Whereas
Germany falls in the range of
six and that of Japan is more
than four trillion dollars, In-

India presently has skill
mismatch in the workforce
and needs aworkforce
which is much more

skilled and has much

higher level of education.
There is need to take

up land reform, a way
forward to reduce social
inequalities and to ensure

women safety, One of the
mostimportant aspects
the government should
look Into, to protect and
conserve olir natural
assels

dia's GDP Is nearing four
trillion dollars. But Indin is
the fastest growing economy
in the world having overll
growth rate of 79% and will
be surpassing Japan within
next lew vears, [0 become the
third largest economy. There is
need to keep the momentum
ol incredased growth rate so
that per-capita incomes in the
country reaches on par with
advanced countries.

[ndia needs 1o revamp in-
dustrial growth, increase man-
ufacturing; with the state sup-
port like the US and Chinn are
ravishing government support
tor their industries. This will
help to reduce uwnemployment
problem to a larger extent, in-
cluding increasing export and
reducing import. while reduc-
ing import tarfl to become
player in global supply chain.

[n education, especially
higher education should be
made accessible to all in-
cluding  the  dispossessed.
The employment  opportu-
nities need to be provided
based on their gualibications,
[ndia presently has skill mis-

match in the workforce and |

needs a workforce which is
much more skilled and has
much higher level of educa-
tion. There is need to lake up
land reform, a way forward 1o
reduce social inequalities and
to ensuré women safely, One
of the most important aspects
the government should look
into, to protect and conserve
our natural assets. There is
need to have space for ad-
vancement in technology but
it should not be tilting the
ground to avour automation,
instead must develop safety
nets and social security for its
warkiforce.

To become a developed na-
tion India needs to have eco-
nomic growth, inclusive of all

the important aspects which |

improve living standards of
most of the populstion of the
country, with a fair thought
that developed nation is one
which provides everyone with
basic needs and the possibility
of dignified life.

2020, Fémale stertlisation

Vasast [wara Narasivsaa Kao

One of the 30 bridges which Is a pedestrian
bridge on the "Sein¢ River; the lifeblood of
Paris, the 'Pont des Arts’ is famous tor the
Love Lock Tradition’ which became quite
tamous in Paris, It is a very interesting and
human interest belief, where couples attach
padlocks toa bridge and throw away the key
as a symbol of their everlasting love. Over a
period, the Pont des Arts Pedestrian Bridge
was covered with thousands of locks, turn-
g it into a kind of monunient to romance,
but in the process, the weight of these locks
began w damage the bridge, leading
safety concerns. A decade ago, in 2015, au-
thorities removed the locks and replaced the
bridge's ratlings with glass panels to prevent
further damage. Despite IEEE:. the tradition
continiied in other locations, and Paris is
still full of romantic spots.

The Sacre-Ceeur Catholic Church urea lo-
cated on Mantmartr'e Hill, the highest point
n Paris, became another popular location
for couples to attach love locks to ratlings
and fences around the church contributing
to the city’s romance culture, Sacre-Corur
Basilica Is a major landmark known lor its
stunning white-domed architecture and
panaramic views ol Paris, It was built be-
tween 1875-1914 as a symbal of national
reconciliation  after the Franco-Prussan
War and the Paris Commune.

Montmartre is a picturesque place
Paris, known for its rich artistic history,
charming streets, and stunning views of the
city, and once home to famous arlists like
Picasso and Van Gogh. The reason for the
presence of love locks in this area is largely
due to its romantic and scenic appeal. The
Church itsell is a mojor landmark that at-
tracts many visilors, making il a natural
spot for the love lock tradition to take root.
The Church is noted lor its Romanesgue-
Byzantine style, expansive mosaics, and the
vast piazza in front, which offers one of the
best viewpoints in the city.

Another interesting place we  passed
through was the Pont de I'Alma Tunnel| the
tragic site where Princess Diana died in a
ear crish in August 1997, Located near the
Seine, the tunnel has bepome a somber point
of reflection for visitors, Above the tunnel,
the Flame of Liberty’ a full-sized replica of
the Statue of Liberty's torch, originally a gift
from the United States, has becomie an un-
official memortal for Diana, where people
leave Howers, messages, dnd tributes in her
Memory.

Paris hosts severnl Russiun Orthodox
churches, each with its own significance
These churches refiect the rich cultural her-
itige and historical presence of the Russian
Orthodox community in Paris, each contrib-
uting to the city’s diverse spiritual and archi-
tectural lindscape. “Saint- Alexandre-Nevsky'
is built to serve the Russian aristocracy, Or-
thadox and diplomatic community in the
city. Tt features ‘Ornate Onion Domes and
Intricate Prescoes.  "Russe de b Sainte-Trin-
ite; Church ‘de la Protection-de-la-Mére-de-
Dicu, ‘Saint-Serge-de-Radonege, and ‘Chap-
¢l of the Russian Orthodox Church' are the
other churchesal Russian architectural stvle.
The Ritz Paris” with its elegance, opulence,
and high society is one of the most iconic and
luxurious hotels in the world, locted in the
heart of Paris. The hotel has hosted royalty,

India, along with Ethio-

(Courtesy: indiaspend.org)

Exploring enchanting realm of Paris

Love Locks

Hirsases Orthoadss Chuvrches, Lo Vil ttos

Montmartre is a picturesque place in
Paris, known far its rich artistic history,
charming streets, and stunning views
of the dty, and once home to famous

artists like Picasso and Van Gogh. Paris
also hosts several Russian Orthodox
churches, each with its own significance.
The city is a global fashion capital, home
to some of the most luxurious shopping
centers in the world

celebrities, and artists over the years, with its
lavish suites, legendary bar, where Heming.
way was o frequent guest. Paris is equally re-
nowned for its charming wayside restaurants,
often referred to as Bistros or 'Brasseries'thal
have been in operation lor decades, typically
adorned with outdoor seating, cresting a
warm and inviting atmosphere where locals
and tourists alike can enjoy a leisurely meal
and variety of French classics like croissants,
escargots, and Frech Frics.

While Parisians generally welcome tour-
ists as they contribute to the city's economy
and cultural exchange, there appears to be
a preference for a balanced flow of visitors.
Popular lourist areas ¢an become crowded,
leading to occasional frustration among lo-
cals. And, hence, the city has béen working
on managing tourism sustainably, promat-
ing less crowded areas and encouraging re-
sponsible tourism practices, reflecting Paris's
unigue lifestyle,

Paris is a global fashion capital, home to
some of the most luxurious shopping cent-
¢rs in the world, On the way we saw, "Louis
Vuitton, the largest high-end flagship store
in Paris, a symbol of lexury and fashion, an
architectural masterpiece, blending modern
design’ with traditional elegance, offering
an extensive collection of the brand’s iconic
bags, luggage, accessorics, and clothing, and
providing a premium shopping experience
for fashion enthusiasts and luxury seek-
ers fram around the glabe There is always
a long queue to enter the store. The oth-
ers in Paris are; Le Bon Marche, Galleries
Lafayette, Printemps etc. are famous shop-
ping streets

We pussed through the historic “Le
Marais’ district, which is the heart of the
Jewish community in Paris, [t s home Lo
numerous Jewish shops, restaurants, and
temples. Yet another interesting place is
the "L¢ Murats, a central hub for the "LG-
BTQ+ Community’ (lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer) known for its lively
gay-friendly atmosphere, with numerous

bars, clubs, and cafes. Close 1o this it the
‘Les Halles' area also a number of LGBTQ+
friendly establishments are there. Similarly,
‘Montmartre” arca has a historical associa-
tion with the LGBTQ+ community. Paris
generally welcomes diverse neighborhoods
and communitics,

Typically, Paris City has a Famous Pros-
titution Area! Historically "Plgalle Ared
particularly around Boulevard de Clichy,
has a répitation for its adult entertainment
venues and has been a focal point for discus-
sions about sex work in Paris, and has been
known for its association with sex work and
nightlife. Pigalle retains some of its histori-
cal character, while ensuring that the arca
remains safe and welcoming for all residents
and visitors.

Paris streets by and large remained nar-
row due to historical preservation and it is
said that widening would disrupt the his-
torical and architectural integrity of many
neighborhoods.The citys planning foguses
on preserving the character of its historic
districts, which olten meésns maintaining
existing street layouts rather than expanding
them. The close alignment of buildings along
streets that were designed before the advent
of modern urban planmng, helps create a
dense, wallable urban environment. Driv-
ing or walking through Pars, it 1s seen that
the "Road Trafhe and Parking Discipline is
unique.

To reduce road traffic and pollution,
various measures wene taken, such as ex-
panding pedestriun zones, implementing
car-free days, and promoting use of public
transport and bicycles. Paris has limited
patking spaces and enforces ordedy park-
ing practices to manage space efficiently,
Double parking or zigzag parking is rare.
Paris City has low use of two-wheelers un-
like other cities. The strict parking regula-
tions discourage the use of scooters and
motorcycles, as finding parking can be chal-
lenpang, Itisa compact aty making walking
and cycling convenient and practical, and
encourages pedestrion and cyclist mobility.
Dedicated bike lanes and pedestrian zones
ATe Seen.

Paris is imous for its old-looking apart-
mentswith their grand facades, that open di-
rectly onto the streets, wrought-iron balco-
nies, high ceilings, ¢tc. These buildings were
constructed betore modern zoning laws,
leading to a blénd of residential and com-
mercial uses, Their value can vary signifi-
cantly depending on the location, though
they still offer the charm of "Parisian Archi-
weture' reflecting the neighborhood's pres-
tige, proximity to landmarks, and the level of
renovition the apartments have undergone.

Their design fosters a lively, street-level
environment, encouraging interaction be-
tween residents, businesses, and visitors,
and promoting a sense of community and
vibrancy, with shops, cates contributing o
the city’s lively street life. However, Strect
vending und pavement shops are regulated
tightly in Paris to nmintain order and des-
thetics, The city has strict nules governing
where vendors can set up, leading to fewer
such shops.Most commercial activities are
concentrated in designated areas such as
markels and shopping districts mther than
on the pavements. This is the ‘Cultural, His-
torical, and Artistic Richness of Parig, (Dis-
patch from Amsterdam)
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We wander for distraction but
we travel for fulfillment

- Hillaire Belloc

(1 Nataka: Instilling
pling, Art, Devotion

Different
Strokes

Spectacular Saudi Brings
Arabia to Mumbai

lefanoana Nay
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he Telangana Navya Na- g

tuka Samiti Competition, | 4 Rajn Reddy

a prestigious event in the - £ begin their
realm of classical arts, has nurtured ' journey here,
discipline, artistry, and devotion for showcasing the
nearly 50 years. With participants rich talent that
showcasing diverse Indinn art forms, emerges from this
the Cumpﬂﬁli_ﬂﬂiﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ purf:ﬂiﬂn rigorous event. Diryah, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, lit up at night
in cach performer, while preserv-
ing cultural heritage and fostering A Visiomary Leader's audi’s national tourism Featuring exclusive giveaways
national integration. Insight Shmnd. Saudi Welcome and discounts tailored for

Vemaraju Vijay Kumar, to Arabia’ will be host- Indian travellers, the Spec-
A Legacy of Artistry President of NNS, shared, "l ing its first-ever immersive tacular Saudi event is making
For nearly halla centtury, the grew up watching my father, consumer event Spectacular it even easier for Indian
Tl:lﬂnpm Navya Nataka Samiti has IAS cadre, Commissioner, Saudi, from September 25 travellers to apply for their
conducted a prestigious competi- who was passionate about to October 2, from 2:00 p.m. Saudi visal A true one-of-a-
tion that serves asa beacon the arts and started this, - 10:30 pm. at R2 Ground kind oflering, all one has to
of discipline, artistry, and o After 40 yvears with the De- in BKC, Mumbai. Slated 1o do is present a valid Visa or
dedication, Next vear & partment of Atomic Energy, transport visitors straight to Mastercard credit card at one
marks the 50th _ | recognize the vital support the Heart of Arabia; the 8-day  of eight dedicated Tasheer
Telangana 4 4 | from donors and sponsors extrvaganza promises i kiosks, ensure the name on
competition, A0 for the Navya Nalaka - sneak peek into Saudis many  the credit card matches the
a lestament Yo Samiti. Our commit- — ' wanders and iconic experi- passport and have sufficient
lo the organ- iy ment to excellence ' ences, all while extending the  funds available on the card.
izers' enduring oy has allowed us to one of the judges. She emphasised of the Arts warm Saudi welcome, After that, sit back and relax
passion for the ' thrive for nearly the importance of high standards: The Telangana Navya Natya Samiti Visitors can expect unique  as your visa will be in hand
classical arts. halfa century. ‘A Hawless performance is essential.  stands as a testament (o the pas- immersive experiences-in- within 48 hours.
We connecl The discipline instilled here setsthe  sion for the art form shared by all cluding exhibits, culinary de- On the travel front,

A Diverse Showcase with the youth foundation for future artists,” organizers. Each child performs lights, Ardah dancers, Saudi SAUDIA Airlines is offering
ol Caltural Traditions n a family-like with intense focus and passion, coffee, traditional scents, special deals, including a
The competition features atmosphere, and The Role of Detall in Performance often accompanied by nervousness and fashion—all under one buy one get 50% off on the
participants from across this year, we've Madhumathi Kulkarni, a key con- While we see apprehension before roof. Each experience will second ticket if travelling
India’s rich cultiral landscape, welcomed aroiind venor, lighlighted the significance they stép onto the stage, that fear offer an interactive clement, business class. Additionally,
including Kuchipudi, Kathak, . 385 competitors, of detail in judging: “Candidats dissipates as they become entranced starting with traditional all economy class tickets will
Bharata Natyam, Carnatic ing a re- are evaluated on every aspect, from by the music, leading the audience coffee, dates and Bakhour. b 15% off. Attendees will
Vocal, Hindustani music, Car- markable increase lost armaments to dressing style on a captivating journey. Next, visitors will be guided also have the chance to par-
natic violin, and mridangam. in-participation.” and expressions. Evervthing must In an era dominated by Al, our through the 'mountains and ticipate in daily giveaways for
Untique to this competition is be Hawless to keep the audience cultural roots remain unshakeable, mirrors’ display, evocative free Hight tickets for two to
its strict adherence toa syllabus Cultural Preservation and engaged. Our competition’s unique-  Traditional dassical dances are the of the iconic Maraya Hall in Saudi. With over 50+ travel
prescribed by the Telangana National lntegration ness les in its syllabus, item length, essence of pur heritage. Regand- Alula. With many Instagram-  trade offers, visitors can
Nalaka Samiti. Each performance “The competition is mare than a live music, and the large number of less of globalisation's impact, every worthy moments, visitorscan  access incredible cashback

is judged live, with senior danc-
ers allotted 30 minutes, juniors
15 minutes, and sub-juniors 10

cortest—it is a movement of culbur-
al preservation,” emphasised Vijay
Kumar, noting its role in promoting

competitors.”

A Legney of Support and

Indian finds solace in reconnecting
with these roots, accessible through
traditional dance courses that show-

start at the 360 Selfie Corner’
and choose from a selection
of backdrops showcasing the

and discounts on Saudi travel
packages. Additionally, those
booking Saudi packages

minutes, Specific dance pleces, such national intégration through tradi- Inspiration case our vast cultures The childrens many seasons, and natural will enjoy complimentary
as Padamu, Javali, and Ashtapadi, tional North and South Indian arl Punja Vijay Kumar’s commitmen| costumes, jewellery, expressions, wonders Saudi has to offer, cultural city touns. Group
are prepared, but judges moy only forms, Over the years, organizers to dance extends beyond his fam. und lip-syncing are meticulously such as the wild lavender tour packages to Riyadh,
nequest one, testing both prepara- have formed a close-knit family, ily. He has been honoured for his judged, with prizes awarded to hon- fields in Al Jouf. Jeddah and Dammam will
tion and spontaneity. with participants hailing from rﬂmurdlmrf work with specially- our their hard work and talent. A must for fashion enthu- be available excusively at
diverse regions like Bihar, Madhya  abled children, particulardy training Navya Nataka Samiti introduces siasts—the Sadu Art Instal- the event, starting at INR
The Bhama Kalapam Challenge Pradesh, and Bangalore. a deaf and mute child named Lak- participants to new styles of the lation-is bound to impress. 99,999 for 5 nights. These
A standout feature is the require- shmi. Kumars son, Bhuvaneshwar, dances they have cherished through- Surrounded by colossal exciting offers, discounts,
ment for a 30-minute Bhang Commitment to Excellence exemplifies this legacy, having won out their lives, guiding them on a pieces of Sadu weaves, the immersive experiences and
Kalapam performance, where Strict judging criteria reflect the second prize in the 2017 edition of journey of discipline, perfection, display dwells into the history  more, are designed to ensure
dancers must embody Salya Bhama Academy's commitment 1o pre- the competition. With his outstand- and devotion to their bddoved art of this ancient craft that has that Indian travellers are
throughout without breaking serving the purity and perection  ing performances; Bhuvaneshwar is forms. The stage is set to cultivate been preserved by Bedouin ready to indulge in the very

character—a true test of devation to

of classical Indian dance. Ananda

conhdent in his chances of success

beautiful-minded citizens of India,

women and s recognized by

best Saudi has on offer. So

the art form, The competition has UVL, Chairperson of NNS, a this vear. “Never leave our roots; empowering children to embarlk UNESCO as an intangible don't miss out and register at
seen legends like Junior NTR, Priva former journalist and clascical dance is life)” he advises his children.  on a path of self-discipline, self- cultural heritage practice, STA India (spectacularsaudi.
Sisters, and dancer, serves as l.ﬂﬁfﬂ"-"f.‘l‘f, and ultimately, successful, Gastronomy bufls can enjoy com) 1o experience a plece

Radha- . The Transformative Power sell-loving lives Saudi delicacies at the Al Bal-  of Saudi, right in the heart of

ad-inspired culinary corner.

Muimbai.

mbark on an unforget-

10 Extrqordnary Experzences in the

of these iconic creatures, best

table { JOUrneY across 1l _ cxpﬂiﬂru:rd on a wildlife
USA with 10 extraordi- Grand Canyon cruise depanting from towns
nary experiences, each offer- LY oS like Whittier, located 93

ing a glimpse of the nation's
diverse and captivating culture
and landscape.

Jaze Music in New Orleans
Jazz was crafted in New
Orleans, Louisiana, which
changed the course of music
around the world. Whether
played by titans like Louis
Armstrong and Miles Davis,
or unknewns in the smallest
ol clubs, jazz is about expres-
sion, emotion, and living

life to the fullest. Music is
everywhere in New Orleans,
Stop by Frenchmen Street, a
street that runs north from the
east tip of the French Quarter,
tor top- notch soul and jazz.
While on Frenchmen, pop
mto Spotted Cat for live music
on a Sunday, which is New
Orleans’ favourite day of the
week for dancing in the street.
Preservation Hall s another
destination for jazz enthusi-
asts, offering a rich immer-
sion into the genre's history
through captivating live acts
New Orleans also hosts an
array of year-round festivals
dedicated to celebmting juzz.

Napa Valley Wine Train
Embark on an unforgettable
journey through California’s
famed wine country witha
ride on the Napa Valley Wine
Train, offering a unique and
enjoyable experience amidst
plcturesque vineyards. Begin
your journey in San Fran-

.' I'-...:. e il i
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clsco and head north w Napa
Valley, located less than 100
kilometres away, (o experi-
ence the renowned castle-like
wineries, gourmet dining, and
charming bed-and-breakfasts.
Board the historic rail tour
and indulge in a three-hour
gourmet meal onboard while
soaking in some of the most
scenic views vou will ever see.
Before the train ride, make
sure to explore Oxbow Public
Markel for a taste of local
delicacies, from [resh produce
to artisanal chocolates.

Kentucky Bourbon &
Barbecue

Kentucky's rich heritage of
bourbon and barbecue blends
tradition with craftsmanship
where local ingredients and
innovation lead to culinary
artistry. Fly into Louisville
Muhammad Al International
Airport (SDF) and embark
0N & 5ensory journey al
Louisville, along the Kentucky

Bourbon Trail, where distillery

tours offer glimpses into the
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history of bourbon-making,
Indulge in tastings o under-
stand the spirit’s lavours,
while discovering other drinks
such as the Mint Julep and
bourbon-infused cocktails. In
western Kentucky, discover
the distinct taste of slow-
cooked barbecue, where meat
is smoked over hickory wood
fires. Follow the Western Keni-
tucky Barbecue Trail to enjoy
these regional specinlities

or immerse yoursellIn local
traditions at annual events
like the International Bar-B-Q
Festival in Owensboro or at
other barbecue hotspots like
Lexington, all within driving
distance from the SDF airport

Pizza Trail in Chicago

The fumous Chicago-style
deep-dish pizza comprisesa
cheesy, deep moulded crust
with sauce and toppings. The
iconic flavours of Chicago-
style plzzas come in different
vaneties such as deep-dish,
stuffed, and thin-crust which
will send yvour taste buds

through a whole new culinary
experience. Try Lou Malnatis,
i Chicago institution, for the
ultimate pizza experience with
their famous buttery crust and
crafted ingredients. A family-
run joint, this outlet has been
turning oul some of Chicago's
best pizza piessince 1971, It is
s0 popular that the restaurant
regularly ships its deep-dish
specialities across the nation.
Another popular catery for
the stulfed deep-dish piza is
Giordano's, which has been
consistently earning accolades
actoss "Best Pizza” lists for
over four decades.

Touring the Grand Canyon
by Helicopter

On an exciting helicopter ride,
experience the awe-inspiring
majesty of the Grand Canyon,
a UNESCO World Herirage
Site and iconic natural wonder
of the USA. Trips depart from
Las Vegas offering breathtak-
ing views of the Hoover Dam,
Lake Mead, and the Mojave
Desert betore soaring over the

Grand Canyon itsell. Other
Lours take you over other sites,
including the Kaibab National
Forest, the Colorado River,
and the awe-inspiring Dragon
Corridor, offering some unfor-
gettable experiences over the
Grand Canyon National Park.

Narthern Lights in Idaho

In Idaho, the unexpected
sighting of Northern Lights
over Priest Lake and the stun-
ning Idaho Panhandle Na-
tional Forest is a mesmerizing
spectacle, This region offers
an ideal canvas for the aurom
with its mountainous Ermin
and serene warm-water lake
in the backdrop. Located
approximately 80 kilometres
south of the Canadian border
and 150 kilometres north-
east of Spokane, this region

is casily accessible from the
Seattle-Tacoma International
Airport (SEA) and Spokane
International Airport (GEG)
in Washington by car. The area
is renowned lor its dark, dear
skies perfect for northern light

viewing during winter,

Albuguerque International
Balloon Fiesta

For nine days every Octoher,
the Albuguergue International
Balloon Fiesta takes to the skies
with around 600 balloons and
crews from all over the glabe
Since the first rally in 1972,
the Balloon Fiestd has grown
s0 popular that it caims to

be the USA's largest annual
international évent.and one of
the most photographed events
worldwide. Nearly 1 million
people flock to the launch field
during the festival which s
fAlled with various side events
and contests amidst the colour-
ful backd rop of balloons and
the Sandia Mountains. Albu-
quergue International Sunport
is fust 25 kilometres south of
Balloon Fiesta Park.

Broadway Shows in New
York City

Prepare to be captivated by
New York City's unparal-
leled and larger-than-life

Broadway shows. A visit to
the city will not be complete
without experiencing the glite
and glamour of 3 Broad-

way production featuring
show-stopping performances,
compelling storytelling, and
breathtaking set design. With
41 historic theatres lining

its iconic streets, Broadway
offers a diverse array of
long-running classics like
"Chicago,” "The Lion King,”
and "Wicked," alongside new
productions each vear. From
gripping dramas Lo captivating
musicals, there isa Broadway
show to suit every age, taste,
and budget, ensuring an
unforgettable journey into the
world of live entertainment

that leaves vou spellbound for

hours on end.

Alaskan Cruise

Go on an Alaskan adventure
on acruise for a degper dive
into the wilderness (b uncover
natural wonders and native
wildlife. No trip 1o Alaska is
complete without a glimpse

kilometres from Anchorage,
or Seward, which is roughly a
2.5-hour drive from Anchor-
age. From magnificent glacier
viewing in Glacier Bay Na-
tional Park to wildlife-spotting
excursions, these cruises offer
unparalleled opportunities

o witness Alagka’s majes-

tic fauna and breathtaking
landscapes.

Colorado Hot Springs Loop
This caplivating journey
traverses more than 1,200
kilometres from the his-

toric Hot Springs Loop (o the
scenic Roaring Fork Valley,
culminating in the rejuve-
nating waters of Glenwood
Springs and Steamboat
Springs. A 2.5-hour drive
from Denver, Chatfee County
is the first stop. Explore Chat-
fee County's protected public
lands and natural hot springs,
then reach Saguache County
for serene stargazing, Discover
Pagosa Springs downtown
hot springs amidst mountain
scenery before continuing to
Durango for outdoor adveri-
tures, Venture to Quray for
hot springs and scenic hikes,
then explore Carbondale's
creative district and indulge
in Avalanche Ranch's natural
poals. Conclude your journey
in Steamboat Springs, where
Western heritage meets thrill-
ing snow sports and rejuvenat-
ing hot springs, belore your
return to the capital Denvyer.
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Aravinda Rao

he expression Vishva-

guru is rather tricky. It

is a compound word
in Sanskrit which can mean
‘the guiru for the world, or
‘one for whom the workd
is the guru’ We do hear
claims that Bharat is the
Vishva-guru, but we have
to be conscious of the irony
ol language. A well-known
verse in the Manu Smriti
seems to be the inspiration
for such claims. The verse
says that “the people ofall
lands on earth would have 1o
learn their charitam (code of
conduct) from the first-born
men of this land® (2-20).

Our spiritual masters

rarely make this claim.
Prior to Manu the Vedas
said, 'let all noble thoughts
come 1o us from all direc-

tions. The Vedic sage used
the word Vishiva (world),
implving that we are also
humble enough to réceive
all good thoughts from
atvone in the world. Our
sages acknowledged the then
Greck astronomers, saying,
‘they o0 are equal to rishis;
though they are mlechhas,
shastra Is well protected by
them. Miecchha referred 1o
those who did not follow the
Vedic culture.

Perhaps the world view
of a civillzation and the
attitude to other civiliza-
tions can be the indicators
1o see whether one can claim
to teach anything to the
world. Indian civ tlmﬂmn i5
unique in this regard, This
is perhaps the only civiliza-
tion which asks the human
being to go beyvond religion
and investigate the Supreme
Reality for onesell. A person
on this path becomes an
ati-varnashrami, one who
transcends the delinitions of
varna and ashrama. He goes
bevond all identifying fac-
tors like brahmana varna or
grihastha ashrama. Though
the ritualistic study of Vedas
was restricted to some, this
knowledge was not denied
to anyane. 'Go bevond the
Vedas, go beyond all the

SOCIAL CONSCIOUSNESS

Gan We Be Ihe V]

dualities, be always stationed
in the knowledge of Reality,
Krishna tells Arjuna (Gita
2-45}. No other civilization
asks its seekers o go beyond
its own sacred texts.

Going bevond the duali-
ties or bindries such as good
and evil, friend and foe,
believer and non-believer,

15 important. A person has
to lose his social identity
completely and stay as the
hypothetical God himselt,
with unconditional love for
all beings, seeing all beings
as his own self (Gita 6-45),

iShva-Guru!

Here one may note how God
does nol have any anger to
those who Worship other
gods (Gita 9-23), World civi-
lizations are seen confined to
hinaries, distinguishing our
people’ from ‘others.

Our sacred fexts equate
the jiva with Braliman, the
Supreme Reality, We are not
canscious of this because we
identify ourselves with the
body-mind-complex. We are
asked to contemplate and
get rid of the superimposad
dentity, realise oneness with
the Supreme, and work with

that frame of mind.

Our world view is further
seen in the Gita ( 18-20).

It 15 to see the oneness of
creation, to see the unchang-
ing divine principle in all
beings. All beings or people
seem as though divided, but
there exists an underlying
unity inall. As against this
there can be the vision to
divide people into different
categories. This vision is due
L0 rajo guna.

In such a world view, with
unconditional love lor all,
tolerance and acceptance are
ingrained. It is the only means
tor world peace, as it does not
ask its followers t impose
on others in any way — either
politically or spiritually. Even
the ideq of guru is not an im-
position, because weare only
holding a formula for world
peace, it is for others to follow
or ot One becomes o guru
only when there is a disciple,
but the shsence of a disciple
does nol diminish his stature.
It is for the guru to be spiritu-
ally strong so that the world
feels bound to acknowledge it,
if ot follow.

The question of varna
division comes asa counter.
This division is a mere
acknowledgement of the
{]iw:rﬂt}' in human nature in

The expression Vishva-
guru is rather tricky. It
is 2 compound word
in Sanskrit which can
mean ‘the guru for
the world, or ‘one for
whom the world is
the guru’ We do hear
claims that Bharat

is the Vishva-guru,
but we have to be
conscious of the lrony
of language. A well-
known verse in the
Manu Smriti seems to
be the inspiration for
such claims. The verse
says that ‘the people
of all lands on earth
would have to learn
their charitam [code
of conduct) from the
first-born men of this
land’ (2-20)

their social actions, not in
their essence, This diversity
is universal, as discussed in
carlier notes. [t is unfortu-
nate that most Indian schol-
ars stand disconnected from
their spiritual heritage and
hence do not realize this.
Society would not have sur-
vived if it really oppressed or
discriminated against certain
sections of people.

However, unless a large
percentage of society lollows
the above noble path, we can
only say that Vishva-guru
Is our ideal, advocated in
theory but actualized only
by a few,

(The writer is a former
DGP. Andhra Pradesh)

Thought pollution: The root ¢ of environmental crisis

Rajyogi Brafmakumar Nikun|

ost of us living in

this world are very

much aware of the
word Pollution) be it achild,
a youngster or an old person.
However, one could not really
contemplate over the reasons
or sousce from which this
dreadful monster called pol-
lution really occurs. Today,
globally every country is fac-
ing consequence of pollution,
contamination or abuse of air,
waler, food & even Space on
i very large scale, but they are
not able to find a foolproof
solution to this dangerous
threal for humanity. Although
many institutions & regulatory
bodles have been established
& many designs and plans
have been made 1o resolve this
problem, but those are like a

bucket of water used in hopes
ol extinguishing an enormous
blazing fire. Today a fast-
developing country like India
stands poised on a pinnacle of
wealth and power, yet we Indi-
ans live in a land of vanishing
beauty, increasing ugliness,
shrinking open spaces, and
of an overall environment

that is diminishing daily

by pollution and noise and
blight. Warnings ol scientists
& environmentalists about

the dangers of pollution seem
to fall on the deal ears ay the
majority of people continue

to pollute the alr with their
automobile exhaust, the water
with their sewage, and the
whole panormma with plastic
bottles and cans. So where
does this take us? Would there
really be a solution to control
or tackle pollution problems
& save humanity? Welll! the
answer lies with the ones who
are posing this question, Le.
we the humans, YES! Over the
years, while discussing deeply
about cause & effect of pollu-
tion, we smartly avold looking
at the actual problem that's

deep rooted in the mental
sphere rather than the sphere
of matler.

If we look up for the
dictionary meaning of word
pollution, we may find some-
thing like “to destroy purity
of; to contaminate, However,
wie humans are only aware of
the material pollution in the
branches of the polluted tree
& we have totally disregarded
the seed or root of "thought
pollution’ which gave growth
to that tree. So, without de-
stroying the root basis of pol-
lution, the source Gan never
be purified. In Fact, it won'
be an exaggeration 1o say that
the problem of environmental

BEJAN DARUWALLA’S

HOROSCOPE
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pollution is actually due to
pollution of man's mind which
is [ull of selfishness, jealousy,
greed, anger, etc. The problem
of ecological imbalance is due
to our mental imbalangce, and
the disequilibrium in mature is
due to disequilibrium in man’s
mind

Another fact which is
generally unknown or is little
realised, is that the vibra-
tions from a polluted mind
contaminale or corrupt the
atmosphere they make il
tenise and vicious. Most of us
miake a mistake by think-
ing that our thoughts sre
invisible & psychic and hence
they can't do anything, but

actually thoughts have both
hands and legs, because one
can control one’s hand to rob
nothing, control ones fegs

to kick nobody, but ane can
scarcely control one's thotight
without thinking as thought is
oo deep to be expressed, o
strong to be suppressed, too
fast to be drawn back, hence
he who will not command his
thoughts, will soon lose com-
nutind of his actions The wars
and struggles and quarrels of
mankind are very often caused
by this. A deep thinking
would reveal that most ol the
present I%I“hnl problems are
thue to thought pollution, for
this pollution destroys a pet-
sons sense of being impartial,
considerate and co-operative
amd makes him callous, inimi-
cal, violent- prone and vicious
It influences economics, poli-
tics, commerce, business, cven
tnendship and all relation-
ships and destroys real love,
kindness and human values
which are essential to peace
and happy life. The ultimate
solution to this problem lies in
realising the self and also our

relationship with other human
beings. Remember! Great men
are those who see that the
spiritual lorce is much strong-
er than the material force.
Hence without a spiritual
orientation of the relationship
betweert man and man, moral
and spiritual values cannot

b brought into play or be
sustained, and, in the absence
of these core values, no prob-
lem can really be solved for a
considerable length of time. It
is, theretore, essential for all
of us to understand our real
and intrinsic nature behind
the mask or the garment of
the body to set the direction
right. If this is not done, then
possibly science without
spirituality may dangerously
lead mankind to a nuclear
catastrophe or population
explosion or environmental
upheaval. So, let us use the
powerful weapon of spiritual
wisdom o deanse our soul
from thought pollution &
survive in harmony with
patire & its elements without
any kind of distutbance
whatsoever.

~ Kaleidosco
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Where do you think
you are going?

Sadhguru

o not ever make the
mistake of believing
that vou have to do

the same thing till the Jast
day of vour life. At a certain
stage, with the available intel-
ligence and understanding,
you made certain decisions
and carried it on for a certain
period of life. [t does not
mean you have to carry it to
your deathbed. "No, | have
done this all my life, I have to
do i That is a stupid way of
life, Is it not important that, if
net every day, at least once in
a few years, you look at it and
se¢ whether your life is really
going in the right direction
or not?

Fox example, if you are
adoctor, you must have
invested five to ten yeans
in educating yourself. Now
that vou made ten years of
investment, it does not mean
that the remaining part of
your life has to go in the same
direction. If it i relevant, it is
fine and it can go on, but you
must be willing to evaluate
it It is not that you definitdy
have to give it up and do
something else, but you must
be open enough o evaluate
it. What is wrong? Whether it
is vour profession or business
or family, you must evaluate
whether you are really invest-
ing your life energles in the
right direction for both your-
sell and for the world around
you. You must evaluate it
periodically, otherwise your
life will move unintelligently,
because vou have already
made your life a rut and your
life continuing in the same
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Capricorn

rut is no good. You must be
willing to look at it.

Now if your blissfulness
is guiding vou in a different
direction, vou tell me should
vour trust your blissfulness,
or just your sense of duty?
Duty becomes meaningful in
your life only when life has
become barren, IF there is
love in your heart, you have
no duty tor anybody; you will
do things out of your love.
You will simply function out
of the inteligence you call
love and it will be right. Only
to get barren human beings,
without any sense of love in
them, to move in some direc-
tion, you can iix some duty.
But once vou are a meditator,
[ don't want you to have any
sense of duty in you. T want
vou o have a huge sense of
blissfulness and love in vou,
Then you function more
ethciently and joyfully, ina
very intelligent way,

So there is nothing wiong
in constantly considering
whal you are doing, and
whether what you are doing
is worthwhile or not. [ am
crystal clear about everything
that | do. In spite of that. |
arn always considering, “Is
this what [ should continue
to do?" Please look at it. You
must consider it, otherwise
you are forsaking your intel-
ligence. Unfortunatelv on this
plinet, always, in the name of
God, people have demunded
that you must forsake vour
imtelligence. 1t you forsake
your intelligence you are
forsaking your creator also

Do not ever make the
mistake of believing
that you have to do the
same thing till the last
day of your life. At a
certain stage, with the
avallable Intelligence
and understanding, you
maide certain decisions
and carried it on fora
certain period of life.
It does not mean you
have tocarry It to your
deathbed. “No, | have
done this all my life, |
havetodoit,”" Thatis a
stupid way of life. Is it
not iImportant that, if
not every day, at least
once in a few years,
you look at it and see
whether your life Is
really going in the right
direction or not?

Ganesha says this week will be good for snmarried people,
their marriage proposal may got approved. Your love life e

nit looking anything special, Married people will have to face
stressful sittiations in domestic life due to some other persan,
Your financial condition will be gopd. You have 1o budget al
your expenses, If you have made any investment earlier, you
will get full benefit from that also, Peopie doing jobs will receve
good news tram higher officials In their workplace.

D Taurus

Ganesha says this week will be good for people with

the Taurus zodiac sign. Thete will be sweetness in love
relationships. You willlook very happy with each other,
There will be happiness and peace inthe fves of married
peaple. Will get support from family. Wil spend time with
family members and learn 1o save money, 50 that there 15 no
problemin the future. Your financial candibon will be good.
You will get new contiacisin business

@ Gemini

Ganesha says this week, smgle people will get 3 chance 1o chodse

thelr desirad life partner. Thare will be soumess in love relatonships.
Marriad people will seemhappy in their domestit life. Your financial

condition will be good. Expenseswill reimain, We have to move
forward with burdgst planning. Tame & going to be good for higher

et ucation students, you will get a chance to study the subject of your

choice. This week you will get a lot of retief and will get nid of oid
diseaces. You will get the coinpany and suUDport of your parents.

Ganesha says this week you will get support from family
members: You will plan to go to some religious place with your
family, where everyone will 1ook very happy. Your lowe (e will be
full of happiness. This week i going to be favarable for married
people. This week you are lkely to make financial gains in many
ways. 1he econamit situation will be strong. Your pending work
will be completad. This time is a bit weak for employed people.
You will have to pay more altention 1o your work.

Leo

(Ganesha says this week is going to be good for marmed peocple.
You willspend some time alone with your spouse. You haveto
be a little careful in matters of love. You should avold investing
money anywhere, as it may hurt your business. This &5 a good
time foremployed people; There are chances of 2 shodt and long
jaurnay, Your relationshup with your busingss partner will slso
Become stronger. Students will have to avold overconfidence.
This week will be full of health problems,

Ganesha says this wesek 5 going to be plessant for peopie with the

Virga mdiac sign, There will be happiness in tamily life. You may
remain waorred about your spouse’s health, This wesk will not
be anything special for love relationships. People doing Busingss

will get the desired profits, There are signs of unempioyed peaple

getting good employment. There are chances of job change.
The efforts you were making to expand your business will be

siccessul

Ganeasha says this week you will have to fage some
aroblems in lite. Your spouse’s
have changed a bit. Your love life will not e anything
special. There will be tension between the two. Your
financial situabion will bring mixed results. Income will
Incraase, but expenses will also remain high. This week
s going to be moderate for employed people. There are

changes of job change.

behavior will appear to

Ganedhs saye tin s poing to b= very pood for love relanonships, The
detance between you and your loved one will reduce. Married people
will feel stressed due to interference from another person in their
domestic [ife. You will get the happiness of having children. You will

share your thoughts with your father. People who are doing ancestral
Business will make some chadges i thel ancestrol business, You will have
siime sources from which you will 526 an mcrease in income day by day,
Employed pecple will get a change to change jobe

O Scorpio

D Aquarius

Ganesha says this week will be full of ups and downs. People
living a love life will seem happy with their beloved. Married
peaple will feel tension In their life, Interference from another
ord, You will get the full benefit of
your first investment, You <an alsa expect big profits from the
government sector. People doing business will gat success in
the plans they were making to take the business forward. New

person can also Guse dise

contracts will be availabile

Ganesha says this week you will feel full of energy, due to which
you will complete all your pending tasks. You can also take your
lover for a walk scmewhere, where you will be seen talking
lovingly. There will be happiness in the family, Everyone will live
together happily and peacefully. You will get full support fram
your spouse. You will be seen working with your spouse for the
welfare of the family, Some more family responsibilities will be
assigned to vou, which vou will Fulfill

D Sagittarius

D Pisces

Ganesha says there will be ups and downs in love
relanonships this week. A misunderstanding may arise
between the two regarding sorne ssues. Marred peaple will
have 1o face problems In life, Your spolse will start some new
work, in which you will fully support him/her. This week will
he gond from & financial point of views There will also be an
inflow of money due to which the economic situation will

remain strang

Ganesha says this week i3 going to be very good for the people
of Piscas. You will get full support from your spouse, Will get
siypport from Fimily: The ongoing dispute between brother
and sister will end. Yolr love life will be better. The economic
sitijation will be strong The pending maney will be returned
You will get the full benefit of the investment made earlier You
will get tull support from your children. Health will improve.
Time Is very good for higher education
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treaming giant Prime
Video has revealed the

= first look of Be Happy, a

Abhishek Bachchan and
directed by choreographer-
turmed-filmmaker Remo

to life, with Nora Faiehi,
Nassar, Johny Lever, Harleen
Sethi, and Inayat Verma
joining the cast

The Hlm lollows Shiv
Rastogi, plaved by Bachchan,
a single father who is
determined to help his

'erma, achieve her dream
of performing on Indias
biggest dance reality show.
Prime Video's official poster

duo mid-dance, emphasizing
the film's theme of ambition,
resilience, and the emotional
bond between them.

| ocial media has been
abuzz with rumors
suggesting that
Ballywood imegastar
Salman Khan is part of
the highly anticipated
film Singham Again,
led by Ajay Devgn.
Several reports even
hinted that Salman
would reprise his
iconic role as
Chulbul
Pandey

SRK recalls
cringe moments
from ‘Kuch
Kuch Hota RHal
shooting

.

,-m..
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ullywood superstar
Shah Rukh Khan
recently shared

his awkward experiences
while filming the 1998 classic Kuch
Ruch Hota Hal. Karan Johar, the
films director, posted a nostalgic /
throwback video on [nstagram
where SRK candidly opened
up about his most embarrassing
monwnts on set.

[n the video, SRK revealed that his
character Rahul Khannas wardrobe,

8
e

dance-centric dramap starring

[D'Souza, Known for his work
in films like ABCD and Street
Dancer 3D, D'Souza brings vet
another dance-tilled narrative

daughter, portrayed by Inavat

showcases the father-daughter

Abhishek Buchchun’s Dance-Drama
Be Happy’ first look oets unveiled

Speaking about the project,
D'Souza shared, "Be Happy

15 1 hearttelt story about a f

single fathers journey to
fulfill his daughter’s dreams.
[ believe viewers will \
connect deeply
with this .
emotional yet
Hght-hearted
narrative.
Prime Videos
Nikhil Madhok, Head of
India Originals, highlighted
the streaming service's
commitment to presenting
authentic and relatable stories,
adding that the movie's
unveiling on Daughter’s Day
was fitling given its focus
on a lathers devotion to his
daughter. Produced by Lizelle
Remo D'Souza, Be Happy
promises to be an inspiring
tale of perseverance and love,
with a release date set to be
annotnced soon, Fans are
eagerly awaiting its premiere
on Prome Video,

- Rumors cleared: Salman
-~ Khannotinvolve

; ‘Singham Again’

the Dabangg series, sparking excite-

ment among fans.

However, othcial con-

hirmation has now

debunkad these

spectlations,

Salman Khan
i% not in-

\Ananya Panday S

din

-
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volved in the cop-action drama Singham
Again. Reports have clarified that
director Rohit Shetty never approached
Salman for a cameoin the film, putting
an end toall the swirling rumors.
Despite the gossip, fans of Salman have
much to look forward to. The actor is
set for a key cameo in Varun Dhawan's
upcoming film Baby John. Following
that, he will take on a full-lledged role in
Sikandar, directed by AR Murngadoss.
Additionally, there is buzz that Salman
might collaborate with Atlee, the direc-
tor behind Shah Rukh Khans recent hit
Jawan, further Keeping his fans on their
toes for luture projects.

strengthening

India-Korea
relations

She further expressed
her pride in her associa-
tion with Korean projects,
including her role as
Brand Ambassador for the
Koréa Tourism Organisa-
tion, Anushka has previ-

ctress Anushka

Sen was recently

awarced tor her
contributions to enhanc-
ing the cultural relation-
ship between Korea and
India. The young star

==school girlvibe gives

purticularly the tight t-shirts and jeans, expressed her gratitude, ously made waves by being

made him feel uncomfurtable. "Without
a doubit, those costumes were the most
embarrassing part of the shoot,” he
admined. Despite his discomfort, Shah
Rukh pulled off the fashion-forward yet
cringe-worthy outfits, which included tight
Lycra tees and brightly colored garments.
Karan Johar, reminiscing about the
filming, wrote a heartlelt note alongside
the video. He praised SRK’s ability to pull
olf daring outfits like belt bags, oversized
hoodies, and grathti jeans, while humaorously
acknowledging that the tight Lycia t-shirts
are a "massive no-no” today. Johar also
recilled a humordus moment from the
basketball sequence in the film, where he
mistakenly referred to scoring a busket asa
"epal” SRK had to gently correct him, keading
to a lighthearted memory from the films
making. Kuch Kuch Hota Hai, which also
starred Kajol, Rani Mukerji, and Salman
[Chan, went on to win the 46th National Film
Award for Best Film Providing Wholesome
Entertainment. The film marked Karan
Johars directorial debut and remains one
of the most iconic collaborations between
SRK and Johar.

ollywoad
slar Ananva
Panday

created a buzz on
social media by
unveiling her striking
hirst look From the
highly anticipated
thriller ilm CTRL.
The actress, known for
her stylish appearances,
shared a series of
retro-inspired photos
on Instagram, where
she boasts a massive
following of 25.5 million
fans,
in the images, Ananya
is seen donning a vintage
schoolgirl outfit that
leatures a streiped shirt

layered with a maroon checkered
sweater and a beige short skirt.
Her loak 1s completed with black
socks and trendy platform shoes,
perfectly cipturing the nostalgic
vibe. Her half-tied hairstyle adds
to the playful, retro charin of the
ensemble, sparking excitement
among her followers,

Ananya captioned the post,
“She’s out of #CTRL,” which only
added to the intrigue surrounding
her character in the film.

CTRL is directed by
Vikrmmaditya Motwane and
Avinash Sampath, with dialogues
penned by Sumukhi Suresh. The
film promises to be an intense
thriller, and Ananyis new avatar
has ralsed anticipation among
moviegoers, Produced by Nikhil

major nostalgia dose

Dwivedi and Arya Menon under
Saffron Magicworks and Andolan
Films, CTRL also stars Vihaan
Samat and Aparshakti Khurana.
The him is set to premiere on
Netflix on October 4, 2024.

Ananva Panday, daughter of
actor Chunky Panday, made
her Bollywood debut in Student
of the Year 2 jn 2019. She has
since starred in several hit ilms,
including Pati Patni Aur Woh,
Geliraiyaan, and made her Telugu
debut in Liger. The voung actress
also recently ventured into OTT
with the comedy series Call Me
Bae on Prime Video.

With CTRL, Ananya is poised
to showcase a different side of her
acting prowess, adding another
exciting chapter to her career.

sharing how this rec-
ognition motivates her

to continte promoting
meaningful cross-cultural
collaborations.

Anushka, who has a
massive Instagram follow-
ing of 39.4 million, ook
to the platform to share

her joy with a series ol pic-

tures from the award cer-
emony. Dressed in a chic
black ¢rop jacket paired
with matching trousers,
she radiated elegance,

Her sleek ponytail and
minimalistic, no-makeup
look added to her stylish
appearance, In her post,
she wrote, “Honoured to
receive the award from
CEO Mg Hyun Woo Kim
of SBA {Seoul Business
Agency) for my contri-
bution Lo strengthening
the relationship between
Karea and India.

the only Indian to feature
on Korean bitboards. She
continues to represent
the growing collaboration
between both nations.

Anushka has recently
teamed up with South
Korean Olympian Kim
Ye-ji for a global project
titled Crush. Kim, a silver
medalist in the Paris 2024
Olympics; will make her
acting debut in this ASTA
spin-off series, where she
will play a killer, while
Anushka reprises her role
48 AN ASSASSIN,

Starting her carcer as
achild actor in Zee TV
Yahan Main Ghar Ghar
Khel (2009), Anushka has
since become a house-
hold name with roles in
Baalveer and Thansi Ki
Ranl She was last s¢enin
the web series Dil Dosti
Dilemma on Pritne Video,
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“Now itis up to the state government on how promptly it can implement
its assurances, and enforce tight security measures at the medical
colleges and hospital to prevent the recurrence of such a ghastly

tragedyin future,”

Arif Ahmed, representative of West Bengal Junior Doctors' Forum

Natjon
Business

Maratha leader Jarange-Patil’s health fails on fifth day of hunger strike

faLNa (MAHARASHTRA)

THE health of Shivba
Sanghatana  leader Manoj
Jarange-Patil started  dete-
riorating on the hifth day of
his sixth hunger strike here
an Saturday, his party lead-
erssaid.

Since Friday noon he was
teeling exhausted and sickly,

and his supporters were con-
cerned to see him lyving rest-
lessly on his stomach or not
communicating with them.

Last evening, at one point,
Jarange-Patil got up 1w ad-
dress his people, but his legs
didnt seem to support his
weighl and he suddenly fell
into a heap, appearing to be
maotiontess.

However, his aides who
were around managed 1o
catch him in time and pre-
vented him  from  falling
down and hurting himself.

They helped him sit up-
right again and after that he
again took some rest at the
hunger strike venue.

From Friday night, many
of his alarmed followers,

some with tears. in  their
eves and many women seen
weeping, made frantic ap-
peals 0 Jarange-Patil to
break his hunger strike, or at
least get some medication to
revive him, but he remained
adamant.

Later, state  Minister
Shambhuraj Desal called up
farange-Patil with: the same

plea, plus many of his close
aldes repeatedly goaded him
to get treated for his frail
health, and he reluctantly
agreed to do so in the wee
hours of Saturday.

A medical team present at
the spot immediately admin-
istered him with saline and
certain medicines, which he
has started taking, while go-

ing a little easy on the agita-
tion since Saturday morning.
As the hunger-strike gets
longer and the date of Ma-
harashtra Assembly  elec-
Hons looms closer, Maratha
groups have issued calls for
a shutdown (bandh) in Beed
and  Osmanabad  districts
tw express solidarity with
larange-Patil.

Huge cache of arms &

ammunition recovered

NOLKATA

A day after the Manipur gov-
ernment informed about the
ingression of tribal militam
outfits from Nysnmar, the
Indian Army in coordination
with the state palice recovered
two caches of weapons and
warlike stores during raids in
Churachandpur, Thoubal and
Imphal East,

The Army’s Eastern Com-
mandl, based in Kolkata, high-
lighted the efforts by troops
to restore peace in the region,
with the demilitarisation of
the local population as a pri-
mary objective.

“In the hrst operation, a
search operation was  car-
ried out a search in the heav-
ily forested upper reaches of
Thangjing Ridge in Chura-
chandpur district. The opera-
tion led to the recovery of two
9 mm pistols along with two
pistol magazines, a single-
barrel rifle, two locally fabri-
cated rockels measuring 5.5
feet and 3 feet respectively, a
modilied long-range mortar
two modified medium-range
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mortars, four mortar hombs,
nine rounds of 9 mm ammu-
nition, 6.2 kilograms of Grade
Two explosives, and warlike
stores,” it was stated by the
Army.

The army said that in a
separite operation, ading on

specific intelligence  imputs,
a team of Indian Army and
Manipur Police carried out a
search at Changbi village, lo
cated in the fringes of Thou-
bal and Imphal East districts,

“This operation resulted in
the recovery of two carbines,

two pistals, a single-barrel
gun, nine hand grenades,
eleven rmounds of small arms
amimunition and other war-
like stores,” it was hurther
mentioned in the statement.

On Friday, Kuldeep Singh,
security advisor to the Ma-
nipur government, revealed
some extracts of the imelli-
gence report that stated how
the 900 militants had split
nto groups of 30 each and
were planning to carry oul
acts of violence.

Fle said that security forces
had been directed to carry
out intelligence-based op-
erations to seize weapons and
other equipment that may be
used by the militants. These
weapons are not among those
looted from police armouries,
Singh had mentioned,

Over  the last  16-0dd
months, ever since ethnic
clashes erupted in Manipux
there has been a concerted ef-
fort by militant outfits to drive
a wedge belween various se-
curity agencies operating in
the state. (IANS)

Only a caste, economic and income census
can redefine India’s socio-economic landscape

Caste has been a defining feature of Indian society across equations

Raev R

ndia, a land of staggering

diversity; continues to grap-

ple with profound  socio-
economic  disparities  among
its populace. Only a minuscule
percentage  of people lords
over the majority of national
resources, facilities, privileges,
opportunities and responsibili-
thes, A tragic irony is that those
comprising SCs, 5T, and OBC
estimated to be around 75 per
cent of the population, have
over the years been victinis of
socio-economic and education-
al exclusion, deprivation and
institutional atrocities.

No doubt, things have cer-
tainly improved ever since In-
dia started following the rulesas
prescribed in the Constitution
but we have miles to traverse 1o
achieve the goal of an inclusive
Viksit Bharat for which a 2047
deadline has been fixed. Tt is
quite possible that the Indian
economy becomes a $30 tnk-
lion economy by then but I will
keep my fingers crossed so far
as the inclusivity of the attrib-
utes of a developed nation are
concerned. [f we are really seri-
ous about making a newand in-
clusive India, we need to know
well the sodo-economic mnd
educational conditions of dif-
ferent social groups in general
and those who havebegnon the
margins for decades in particu-
lar. Towards addressing this, the
Union government conducts
periodic census exercises that
delve deep into demogrmphic
data, including caste, economic
status, and income levels. These
exercises are not just statistical
endeavours but pivotal tools
in shaping policies and inter-
ventions aimed at  equitable
development and social justice.
However, their linitations un-
derscore the need for a whale-
SOMmME caste-economic census, a
demand which has gained mo-
mentum n recent years.

Barring a few political par-
tigs, the majority are in sup-
port of a comprehensive caste-
economic-income  census and
fine-tuning of welfare schemes

and affirmutive measures on the
basis af its findings <0 that the
idea of last mile dwe!npntnt
and empowerment is fructified
ina sustainable manner.

One has to understand that
caste has been a dehning feature
of Indian society for centuries,
influencing  social dynamics,
cconomic  opportunities and
political landscapes. The caste
census, distinct from the regu-
lar population census, will pro-
vide invaluable insights into

the socio-economic status of

virious caste groups, It will help
identify :rmrglmhzcd cOmm-
nitles that _

have histor- :
ically faced
discrimina- |
tion  and
exclusion
from main-
stream de-
velopment
processes. By mapping the dis
tribution and socio-economic
indicators of different castes,
palicytnakers can tailor affirm-
ative action programs such as
reservations in education, em-
ployment and political nepre-
sentation. These initiatives will
further uplift  disadvantaged
communities, mitigate histori-
cal injustices and foster inclu-
sive growth,

Similnry; the economic de-
tails will capture data related o
economic activities across sec-
tors and regions and will pro-
vide a comprehensive snapshot
of the country’s entreprencurial
landscape, from scile en-
terprises 10 large industries.
This granular data will aid in
formulating tamgeted policies
o support economic growth,
promote entrepreneurship, and
enlunce productivity in an in-
clusive manner. Moreover, the
coonomic data will serve as a
crucial benchmark lor assessing
the effectiveness of government
schemes and initiatives aimed
at fostering economic develop-
ment. By identifying growth
hotspats and areas of underde-
velopment, policymakers can
channel résources strategically
o promote balanced regional

growth and reduce dispanties
between urban and ruril areas
We all know well that income
inequality remiaing a pressing is-
sue in India, where a significant
portion of the population strug-
gles to meet basic needs, Peo-
plés income details will help us
In guantifying these inequalities
by capturing data on house-
hold  incomes, expenditure
patterns, and wealth distribu-
tion. This dam will be instru-
mental in designing targeted
welfare programmes and social
safety nets to alleviate poverty
and mpmw living standards
Muoreover,
the income
data will be
extremely
helpful  in
assessing
the impact
of econom-
ic  policies
on different income groups. It
will provide empirical evidence
o gauge the effectiveness of
poverty alleviation measures,
such as subsidies, pensions,
and fnancial inclusion pro-
grammis, By ensuring that ben-
efits reach those who need them
the maost, the caste and income
cemsus will contribute 1o foster-
ing a more equitable society,
Iam of the firm opinion that
the combined insights from
caste, economic, and income
census exercises witl form the
bedrock of evidence-based pol-
icymaking ' India, They will
¢nable them to identify vulner-
able populations and prioritize
resource allocation, and moni-
tor the progress of develapment
initiatives over time. This data-
driven approach is essential for
tackding chronic secio-econom-
i disparities and advancing the
goal of inclusive growth, Fur-
thermore, the census exerdses
will Jacilitate transparency and
accountability in nee
by providing reliable data for
public scrutiny and academic
research.. They will empower
civil sociely organisations, re-
searchers and advocacy groups
o press for policy reforms that
address systemic inequalities

and promote social justice. Yet
one wonders why some people
are opposed to conducting a
comprehensive census exercise,
which will be an indispensable
ol for promaoting incusive de-
velopmient, social cobesion and
ensure equitable distribution of
oppartunities. By hamessing
the power of dats, India will
chart a path towards a more just
and prosperous future for all its
citizens

Let there be no doubt thst
only a holistic empowerment of
all sections of society will help
us address the colossal issue
of caste-based  discrimination,
which has a deep-rooted his-
tory in India, spanning millen-
nia, shaping social, economiic,
and political structures across
the subcontinent Originat-
ing from ancent Vedic texts,
where society was stratified info

viamas based on occupation,

caste divisions evolved into a
complex hierarchical  system
over time, domg an imepanible
damage 1o our social ecosysten.
Over centuries, the caste-based
hierarchical system  became
rigid, with each caste assigned
specific roles and privileges. A
viast chaink of the popilation
among us faced severe socil
ostracism and econamic dep-
rivation. Their marginalization
was not merely social but also
institutionalized through prac-
tices like untouchability.

Post-independence, our
Constitution has certainly out-
lawed discrimination based on
caste and introduced quota in
education and employment for
historically marginalized com-
miunities, aiming to uplift them
but in wiin, Still caste-based
discrimination, depnvation and
dental persist invarious forms.

Economic disparities, un-
equal access to education, and
persistent  social  prejudices
continue  to affect millions,
challenging  our  collective
quest Jor social equality and
mndusive development. Efforts
wwards social justice and em-
powerment remain crucil in
ensunng a more equitable -
ture forall Indins

Sibal on Tankha's defamation case
‘Politicians have no right
to tarnish lawyers’ image’

BoopaL

MADHYA Pradesh High Court
on Saturday conducted hearing
in & defamation case against for-
mer Chiel Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, former Minisier Bhu-
pendra Singh Yadav and State
BIP President V.D. Sharma.

The case was bled by Congress
Rajya Sabha MP and senior advo-
cate Vivek Tankha, who alleged
that the trio BJP leaders have
made false allegations against
him regarding the OBC reservi-
tion. The case was filed easdier in
Jaritary 2022,

Senior and renowned advo-
cale Kapil Sibal represented for
Tankha during the hearing in the
court on Saturday.

The case was heard in (he
court of Justice Sanjay Dwivedi.
After the hearing was over, ad-

vocate Sihal said, “Its not aboul
Vivek Tankha only, but about all

the advocales who exercise their
duty in the courts.”

“We (Tankha) hled a petition
against the Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernmenils ordinance regar
the municipal body elections,
ard not against the OBC reservi-
tion quota,” Sibal said talking to
the press after the court hearing

Amazon's
new offers

mazon Great Indian Fes-

tival 2024 will start from
September 27, with 24-hour
early access for Prime mem-
hers, according to the ecom-
merce majlor which promises
graal deals, big savings,
blockbuster entertainment,
and more than 25,000 new
product launches across
categories on Amazon.
in. Customers can expect
offers from several brands,
including, Samsung, realme
NARZO, OnePlus, iQoo, Intel,
Sony PlayStation. Hindustan
Unilever, P&G, TCL. Acer,
Xiaomi and Eureka Forbes,
among others. Further, this
festive seéason, Amazon Is
making it easier for cus-
tomers 1o support India’s
small businesses with
exclusive deals.

Pension fund
from ICICI PLI

CICI Prudential Life Insur-

ance has launched "ICICI
Pru Signature Pension’, a
market linked pension prod-
uct enabling customers to
huild a cost and tax efficient
retirement fund. Retirement
planning is a crucial activity
and a must for all customers
to be financially independent.
This unique product helps
customers o effectively plan
for both the accumulation
and Income ganeration phas-
es of retirement planning.
Amit Palta, Chief Distribution
Officer, ICICl Prudential Life
Insurance, said, "ICICI Pru
Signature Pension provides
custamers the opportunity
to participate in the India
growth story™.

Chilli farmers

use Gracia

odre] Agrovet Limited

(GAYL) said that 98 per
cent of chill farmers used
Gracia last year, an effective
pest management solution
for chili crops. Releasing the
findings of the survey, which
was carried in chili markets
across south, the company
witnessad 57 per cent of
the farmers using Gracla be-
tween 15-35 DAT (days afer
transplanting). “With Gracia
offering a prolonged dura-
tion of control against thrips
if chili crops are treated
early, the findings dearly
showcase thatl farmers are
finding value in using Gracia
early.” said Rajavelu NK of
Godre| Agrovet.

|
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in Jabalpur on Saturday.

He daimed that the trio
(Shivraj, Bhupendra and VD) had
told the court that cuse was filed

on the basis of media reports, and |

the news reports have not quoted
them line-by-line. However, the

court wasnt satisfied with their |

reply, “This is the case between
practicing lawyers and the politi-
clans, If the politicians, who are
on top posts, would make such
baseless allegation and would
lry to tarnish a professionals im-
age, then we have to take a stand
agiinst them,” Sibal added.

Vivek Tankha, who was also
present in the court with Sibal,
said he was satisied with the
courts hearing.

Nine members of family
in Guj attempt suicide

Ramor

NINE members of the

 Soni family from the Kev-

davadi area of Rajkot at-
tempted mass suicide by

| consuming poison on Sat-
- urday,

The family mem-
bers have heen rushed to
Civil Hospital lor emer-

- gency treatment,

Reports said that the
Soni family - jewellers by
pmfc'm‘-iﬂn - took the ex-
treme step after traders
from Mumbai withheld
Rs 2.75 crore for 22-caral

- pold  jewellery they had

supplied.

Despite  repeated  fol-
low-ups over the last 11
months, the payment was
not made,

It is alleged that the
traders not only falled to
clear the dues but also is-
sued threats to the family,

Police have launched an
investigation into the case.
They are examining (he
circumstances  surround-
ing the fmilys financial
dithculties and recording
statements from various
individuals involved.

The family has named
four  individuals  from

- Mumbai - Vijay Kailasji

Rawal, Prashanmt, Mahen-
dra, and others - as re-
sponsible for withholding
the payment,

The condition of the
family members deterio-
rated quickly after con-
suming the polson, and
they were immediately
shifted w a povernment
hospital for treatment,

In a similar case in
2023, seven members of
a family, including three
children, were found dead
in their apartment in Surat
in what police suspect to
be a case of mass suicide,
The tamily, repartedly fac-
ing severe financial dis-
tress, left a note explaining
their drastic step.

The bodies were discov-
ered after neighbours de-
tected a toul smell coming
from the residence. When
repeated knocks on the
door went unanswered,
the neighbours alerted the
police, Upon arrival, au-
thorities found the lifeless
bodies of the family mem-
bers, including o contrac-
tor, his wife, his parents,
and the couples three chil-
dren, a six-vear-old son
and two daughters aged 10
and 13 s
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A fair transition can nullify
oreen energy’s hidden costs

Grids have become a bottleneck for energy transitions but investment has been rising

VINCENT FERNANDES

Ginhnl enemgy investment
18 seb 1o exceed § three

trillion for the first time in
2024, with Stwo trillion going
for clean ¢énergy lechnolo-
gies and infrastructure. In-
vestment in cledn ehergy has
accelerated since 2020, and
spending on renewable pow-
er, grids and storage i now
higher than total spending on
oil, gats and coal.

In 2015, the ratio of ¢lean
power to unpbated fossil

fuel power investments was

roughly 2:1. The ratio is set 1o
reach 10:1 this vear. The rise
in solar and wind deployment
hias driven wholesale prices
down in some countries, oc-
casionally below zero, par-
ticukirly during peak periods
of wind and solar generation,
This lowers the potential for
spol  markel earnings for
producers and highlights the
need for complementary in-
vestments in flexibility and

storage capacity.
Investments in  nuclear
power are expécted to pick up

in 2024, with its share (nine
pér cent) in clean power in-
vestments rising after two
successive vears of decline. It
is projected to reach $ 80 bil-
lion in 2024, nearly double
the 2018 Jevel, which was the
lowest point in a decade.
Grids have become a bot-
tleneck for energy transitions
but investment is rising and
spending is expected o hit

$400 billion this vear, driven

by niew policies and Tunding
in Europe; the United States,
China and parts of Latin
America. Investments in bat-
lery storage are ramping up
and are set to exceed $30 bil-
lion in 2024, But spending 1s
highly concentrated
Investment in eénergy ef-
ficiency and electrification In
buildings and industry has
been resilient, dl:q:fm: the
economic  headwinds.  But
most of the dynamism in the
end-use sectors is coming
from transport, where in-

vestment is set to reach new
highs in 2024 (+eight per cent
compared to 2023}, driven by
strong electric vehicle (EV)
sales

The rise in clean eénergy
spending 18 underpinned by
emission-reduction  goals,
technological gains, encrgy
security imperatives (particu-
larly in the Furopean Union)
and an additional strategic
élement: major economies
are deploying new industrial
strategies to spur chean energy

muanufacturing and establish

stronger  market  positions.
Such policies can bring local
benefits, -although gaining
a cost-competitive foothold
in sectors with ample global
capacity like solar PV can be
challenging. Policy makers
need 1o balance the costs and
benefits of these programmes
s0 that they increase the re-
silience of clean encrgy sup-
ply chains while maintaining
gains from trade.

In the United States, in-
vestment in l'.'ill'ﬂﬂ EHETE]' 15
expectad to incréase Lo over
$300 billion in 2024, 1.6 times
the 2020 level and well ahead
of the amount invested in los-
sil fuels. The European Union

spends $370 billion on dean

energy today, while China is
set to spend alimost $680 bil-
lion, supported by its large
domestic market and rapid
growth in the so-called "new
three” industriess solar cells,
lithium  battery  production
and EV manufacturing.

With the large number of
resources and funds being
diverted towands renewable
encrgy innovations, ensuring
those resources are allocated
properly is a must. Avoiding
inefficiencies and unexpected
costs should be examined in

every process of energy tran-

sition. One of the main factors
of unloreseen costs is poorly
designed systems, which can
cotne from a large variety of
sources, such as poor geologi-
cal conditions or inefficient
power grid designs.

The human element of the
transition should alss not be
forgotten. Attention needs to
be paid to workess in the fos-
sil fuels industries, such as
oll workers, coal miners, and
gasoline-car factory workers,
whose livelihoods  depend
on these jobs, Tt is estimated

2.7 million jobs related
tw fossil fuel industries glab-
dlly will be lost. This does
not mean that green energy
should be abandoned, rather,
a fair transition should be
ensured for all Another cost
to consider is the waste pro-
duced by renewable encrgy
wchnology and its support-
ing infrastructure. The waste
from renewables globally is
expected to increase by 3,000
per cent for solar, 200 per cent
for wind and 600 per cent for
energy storage by 2030 from
2020, The waste would ac-
cumulate from the weplace-
ment of end-al-lile systems,
It was reported that Vietnam
would potentially generate
3.1-3.5 million wonnes of solar
PV waste and 1.5-5.1 million
tonnes of wind turbine waste
by 2050,

Over 90 per cent ol renew-
able energy waste is recyclable
and contains high-value min-
erals. However, the current
issue with renewable energy

waste s the lack of recycling
infrastructure, making it
¢canomically unfeasible,

Through investment, these
challenges can be overcome,
and a circular system of clean
energy components can be
created. Renewable energy re-
cycling will be a large market,
with solar alone estimated to
be worth §2.7 billion by 2030,

By the end of 2050, it is ex-
pected that the ROT from the
§131 trllion global invest-
ment ih energy transition will
be about §61 trillion.
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“Itis a great hanour to be nominated for the FIH Player of the
Year Award again.While | am elated to be named among some of
the best players in the world, | would like to acknowledge that it
would not have been possible without the support of my team,”

— Hammanpresat Singh, Indian hockey skipper

When you suffer from
Knee Pain, Shoulder or Back pain

choose Ayurvedic treatment only.

Knea Pain

G UNSIERISHNAN
CHENNAL

RISHABH Pant and Shub-
man Gill deansed months
of huort, anxiety and dis-
appointments  of  vary-
ing nature with emotional
hundreds on the third day
to place India in a prime
position to win the [irst
Test  against  Bangladesh
here Saturday.

Gill (119 not  out) and
Pant (109 led the hosts’ run
glut with an alliance of 167
for the fourth wicket that
helped India, overnight
8173, declare their second
innings at 287 for 4 for an
overall lead of 514. Bang-
tadesh showed some spunk
in their second innings to
reach 158 for four when play
was called off at 4.25 pm due
to bad light. They stll need
a whopping 357 runs for the
result to be in their favour.

Skipper Najmul Hossain
Shanto (51) and Shakib Al-
Hasan (5) were manning the
crease for the visitors, and
the day could have ended on
a better note for them have
they been a slightly more
judicious in shot selection
against star olf-spinner R
Ashwin (3/63). But let’s for-
get the match situation and
those dreary numbers lor a
while to cast a deeper look
into the story of the day.

Shoulder Pain

Wrist Pain

1T TEST AGAINST B'DESH

Back Pamn

Shakib Al-Hasan under-
scored the value he attached
to the knock.

Pant stood near the mid-
dle of the pitch with closed
eves, an upward tilted head
and a raised bat — oftering
a silent prayer, perhaps, to
the Lord above for return-

ing life and
cricket 1o

{_ 4 G,LL ':-..,: ql,'..# l'lil'fﬁl.

J / Giill
. "~ watched
4 it h e

whole

car.crash in December 2022,
and the way he reacted after

The hundreds by Pant and
Gill stood as a testimony of
these two fine young mens  reaching his sixth
will to rise above tower- Test hundred
ing personal obstacles. that with a two off
would have strangled the
ordinary,

Pants turmotl has
been widely-document-
ed alter that horrifving

scene from a hadr distance,
as he did not want to in-
vade into an intensely
private  moment
of his partmer.
Soon, the two
brave-hearts
melted  into
i witrm
embrace
as  Chepauk
! erupted.  Per-
"‘ hapﬁ, the moment stood also

, as a tribute to Pamt equal-
ling Chennai’s very own

A ~ = “Thala’ MS Dhoni's record

-_—_I

India’s Rishabh Pant
celeb rates his century
with Shubman Gill en
the third day of the first
Test againet Bangladesh,
at the MA Chudambaram
Stadium, i Chennal on
Saturday

[ E—

Clinically
Tested"

& ' Bring Dr.Ortho
.-,, Strong Ol

today!

Pant, Gill fons put India in command

for the most Test hundreds
by an Indian wicketkeeper-
batsman - six. Compared
to Pants, the struggles of
Gill have been less pro-
nounced as they were more
mental than physical  in
nature, stemming  primar-
ily from the lack of con-
hdence in himsell in the
traditional format,

However, since making
that hundred against Eng-
land at Visakhapatnam ear-
her this vear, Gill seemed
to have turned a corner and
he further validated that
journey upwards with his
fifth Test hundred, letched
through a single off Mehidy
Hasan Miraz.

But while Gill, beginning
from overnight 33, and Pant,
stitrting from 12, were in
the office, all these feelings
were hidden as it was time
to enjoy the sight of them
taking down Bangladesh
bowlers in their contrasting

methods., +

Brief scores

India 376 and 287/4 dec
im 64 overs (Shubman Gill
119 not out, Rishabh Pant
109; Mchidy Hasan Mi-
ruz. 2-103) lead Bangladesh
149 and 158/4 in 37.2 overs
(Najmul Hossain Shanto 51
not out, Shadman Islam 35;
Ravichandran Ashwin 3-63)
by 357 runs,

Formulated with a blend of 1O potent Ayurvedic oils
drid extracts, Dr. Ortho Strong Oil penetrates desply
inta the jnints to relieve pain. Massage gently with
8 to 10ml of oil onto the affected arenonce or
twicie a day. Its Aynirviedio essence enstires a
Justing relief, not just s temporary solution,

Ayurrodie O8N, Capsaies, Sprav & Uintmenid
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SAFFUL7C'SHIP

Ishfaq bats for improvement
despite India’s winning start

Trmmeny (Beuras)

INDIA got off 1© a win-
ning start in the 17 SAFEF
Championship with a 1-0
win over Bangladesh at the
Changlimithang Stadium,
The game was in a dead-
lock for 91 minutes until
Sumit sharmas towering
header won the game for
the nation,

Bangladesh were never
going to be a pushover
though. They were a tough
nut to crack 12 muonths
ago as well, where India
managed 1o bear them 1-0
in the SAFF Ul6 Cham-
pronship group stage and
then 2-0 in the hnal It
was always going to be a
cloge aflair again under the

overcast Thimphu sky. Bu
head coach Ishfag Ahmed
was far from pleased with
the display in the first 45
minutes,

"Believe me, yvou don'
want to listen to what T told
them at half-time” AIFF
quoted Ahmed as saving.

I was really angry with
them because | know the
level of these guys. We
changed things because
Bangladesh set up a low,
mid-block. We switched
Vishal (Yadav) to the leh
and Samson (Ahongshang-
bam) to the right because
we wanted to open them
up maore on the wings and
create chances Irom wide
positions  because  that's
usually the only way to

beat this kind of a setup,”
he added.

That worked in Indias
favour 4s they became in-
creasingly dominant on
the wings in the second
half. Ahmed's substitu-
tions were on point as he
injected more pace via the
fresh legs of Rishi Singh
and Manbhakupar Malngi-
ang, It was the latter, who
assisted Sumit's winning
goal with a fine cross alter
a short-corner routine,

India will face Mal-
dives in their second
and bnal Group A match
on September 24, The
semi-finals  are  sched-
wed for September 28,
followed by the final on
September 30. .

India squad for U20 Asian
Cup Qualifiers announced

NEW DELHI: India U20 head coach Ran-
fan Chaudhuri, on Saturday, announced a
23-member squad for the 2025 AFC U20
Asian Cup Qualifiers to be held in Laos

from September 25-29.

The Blue Colts are placed in Group G
along with lran, Mongolia and hosts Laos.

The India U20 squad

Goalkeepers: Divyai Dhaval Thakkar, Sa-
hil, Privansh Dubey. Defenders: Pramveer,
I. Hemba Meetel, Nganghbam Surajkumar
Singh, Malemngamba Singh Thokchom,
Dhanajit Ashangbam, Manabir Basuma-
ary, Thomas Cherian, Sonam Tsewang
Manjot
Dhami, Vanlalpeka Guite, Akash Tirkey,
Ebincas Yesudasan, Ishaan Shishodia, Man-
glenthang Kipgen. Forwards: Kelvin Singh
Taorem, Korou Singh Thingujam, Monirul
Molla, Thanglalsoun Gangte, Naoba Meitei
Pangambam, Gwgwmsar Goyary. Head

Lhokham, Midhelders:

coach: Ranjan Chaudhuri.

The hixtures: Mongolia vs India (Sep 25); In-
dia vs Tran (Sep 27); India vs Laos (Sep 29). i

Sundar-Jeevan and
Yuki move to semis in
separate events in China |

NEW DELHI: Indias Vijay Sundar Prashanth

and Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan found a way to New Devw

Harmanpreet nominated .
for FIH Player of the Year

team. "All the goals 1 have scored  alty

prevail over second seeds Julian Cash and Lly-
od Glasspool in a tough battle in the Hangzhou
Open quarterfinals while Yuki Bhambri pro-
gressed to the Chengdu Open semifinals with
his partner on Saturday.

In Hongzhou, Sundar and left-handed Jee-
van lost the opening set but came back strong
to emerge -7 (4) 7-6 (6) 10-8 winners in an
¢nergy-sapping contest that also tested their
nerves. The match lasted two hours.

They next face third seeds Ariel Behar and
Robert Galloway. “We played a good march,
We knew we are playing a good team. 1 don't
think they have playved together beiore, Both of
them have big serves. We knew if we kept hold- |
ing our service games, we will have chances in
the tie break,” said Sundar, *We took the mini
chances in the tie break. We stuck w our team
plan,” added Sundar, who played the first half of
the season with: Anirudh Chandrasekar before
teaming up with Jeevann.

SKIPPER Harmanpreet

Player of the Year Award,

Singh

Singh,
who powered India to a second
successive bronze medal in hockey
at the Olympics in Paris, was on
Saturday nominated for the FIH

The 28-year-old ace drag-flicker,
who wiis the top scorer at the Paris
Olympics with 10 goals from cight
matches, had previously won the
award twice ina row from 2020-22.
“It isa great honour to be nominat-
ed lor the FIH Player of the Year
Award again, the Indian defender
stated in o Hockey India releise.

“While | am elated to be named
among some of the best players in
the world, I would like to acknowl-
edge that it would not have been
possible without the suppaort of my

in the FIH Hockey Pro League,
and the Paris 2024 Olympic Games
are because the team created those  his
goal-scoring  chances for

he added.

consideration.

Harmanpreet has been nomi-
nated along with the Dutch duo
of Thierry Brinkman and Joep de
Mol, Hannes Miller of Germany
and Zach Wallace of England.
All international matches held
in 2024, including Test matches,
the FIH Hockey Pro League, FIH
Hockey Nations Cups, FIH Hock-
ey Olympic Qualifiers and the
Olympic Games were taken into

The calm and composed India
captain scored seven ol his 10 goals
through penalty corners while the
remaining three goals were pen-

strokes, Harmanpreet _,
described the Paris Olym- S =
pics as the pinnacle ol B

CArcer, CXprossing

me,  gratitude to his team |G

for its unwavering sup-

port during challeng-
ing times, including his
struggles with  penalty
corners in the previous
World Cup.

“The Olympic Games
in Paris was not just the
highlight of the vyear,
but the highlight of
my whole career so far.
The team hae always |
had my back, especial-
v during the World
Cup last vear where
I couldnt get a goal
from penalty corners,

VANTIKA HELPS INDIAN WOMEN DRAW WITH US

BupavesT

INTERNATIONAL Master Van-
tika Agrawal delivered the goods
when it was badly needed, de-
feating Grandmaster Iana Krush
to force a 2-2 draw against the
United States while the Indian
men stayed in sole lead after
splitting points with Uzbekistan
it the minth round of the of the
45th’ Chess Olympiad currently
underway here.

The Indian think-tank rested
an owt-of-form Grandmaster D
Harika but it did not change the
fortunes on the top board as R
Vaishali went down to Gulrukh-
begim Tokhirjonova.

On the second board, Divva
Deshmukh settled for the peace
result in an unéventful game
with: black against Carissa Yip.
On the fourth board, Tania Sach-
dev had almost everything going
in her favour but could not find

Men split points with Uzbekistan

the knock-out blow when the op-
portunity came to share the point
with Alice Lee,

[t was left to Vantika to equal-
ise the score and the young girl
played with & lot of heart and
commilment to beat her higher-
fated opponent. For the recond,

Knish blundered in mutual
time pressure and Vantika was
remorseless in her attack.

The draw ook India to 15
points, and they will how prob-
ably need two victories in the
last two rounds to keep the gold
medal chances alive.

Kazakhstan emerged as the
new sale leader in this section on
16 points, defeating Poland 2.5-
1.5. Alua Nurman played the star
performer for Kazakh women

as she won on the fourth board

(T 45THCHESS OLMPIAD

against Alicja Sliwicka after the
wp three boards had ended
in draws.

With Kazakhstan in [ront,
India is in sole second position
and they are trailed by as many
as ning teams on' 14 points each.
In the penultimate round, Ka-
zakhstan will face another stiff
test against second seed Georgia,
while the Indian women will take
on a depleted China. e

Important Results
(Round 9) Open:

India (17} dreew with Uz
bekistan (15) 2-2 {D Gukesh
tdrew with Nodirbek Abdusat-
tarav; Javokhir Sindarov drew
with R Praggnanandhaa; Arjun
Erigaisi drew with Shamsiddin
Vokhidov; Jakhongir Vakhi-
dov drew with Vidit Gujrathi);
USA (15) beat Hungary (14)
25-1.5; China' (15) beat Iran

(13) 2.5-1.5; Norway (12) lost
to Slovenia (14) 1-3; Armenia
(14) beat Germany (12) 2.5-
1.5. Womien: USA (14) drew
with India (15) 2-2 (Gulrukh-
begim Tokhirjonova beat R
Vaishali; Divya  Deshmukh
drew with Carissa Yip; Irina
Krush lost to Vantika Agrawal;
Tania Sachdev drew with Al-
ice Lee); Kazakhstan (16) beat
Poland (14) 2.5-1.5; Ukraine
(14} drew with Armenia (14)
2-2 France (12) lost to Georgia
(14) 0.5-3.5; China (14) beat
Turkey (12) 3-1. Top stundings
after 9 rounds; Open: L. India
— 17 points; 2-4. USA, Uzbeki-
stan, China — 15 points each;
5-9, Slovenia, Ukraine, Serbia.
Hungary, Armenia - 14 points
each. Women: 1, Kazakhstan -
16: 2. India = 13; 3-11. China,
Armenia, Poland, USA, Spain,
Germany, Ukraine, Georgia,
Vietnam - 14 ¢ach.




