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LEAK OR PUBLICITY STUNT?

Was the Nagarjuna sequence from Coolie a deliberate play for attention? _

DC CORRESPONDENT

Filmmaker Lokesh \ ‘ 1.2{1
Kanagaraj seems to be ' "

miffed, ever since a
sequence from his latest, Coolie, ‘.
was leaked online. An action
sequence featuring actor ) ¥ =)
Nagarjuna made its way online -g = v
within weeks of it being shot.
Taking to X, the filmmaker said
“Two months of hard work by
many people have gone in vain
because of one recording. I
humbly request everyone not to
engage in such practices, as
they spoil the overall experi-
ence. Thank you.”
But when one sees the clip of audio of a crew member narrat-

a clever publicity strategy.

highlights are leaked by team
members themselves, to create
a hype about the project,” says a
source close to production.

There is a lot riding on Coolie.
The makers had recently
announced that superstar
Rajnikanth would be leading
the project along with |
Nagarjuna. The last few films §
of both superstars have been
only average hits.

“All publicity, especially bad
publicity and controversy,
goes a long way in helping
any project,” adds the
source. The film also stars

Nagarjuna

in a dramatic

ing the dialogues, one cannot
moment, accompanied by the help but wonder if it is actually mobile free zones. Very often,

“Locations and shoots are

Shruti Haasan and
Sathyaraj, and is slated
for release in

2025.

A

DIL RAJU EYES FDC
CHAIRMAN POST?

THE PRODUCER PLANS TO TAKE THE COVETED POSITION
TO HELP TOLLYWOOD GET MORE BENEFITS FROM THE
STATE GOVERNMENT, SAYS SOURCE

B.V.S. PRAKASH

DECCAN CHRONICLE

Leading producer Dil
Raju, who served as
president of the Telugu

Film Chamber of Commerce,
is reportedly planning to
become chairman of the
Telangana State Film
Development Corporation.
“Dil Raju plans to take the cov-
eted position and use his vast
experience to help Tollywood
get more benefits from the
state government, and he is
quite keen about it,” says a
source.

Earlier, Telugu film industry
bigwigs urged Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy to revive
Telangana State Film
Development Corporation
Limited to help the industry
in many ways. “FDC has
almost become defunct in the
last few years,” says the
source adding, “The corpora-
tion chairman plays an impor-
tant role in the relationship
between the Telugu film
industry and state govern-
ment and amicably resolves
issues.”

The corporation receives
funds from the government
ranging from %80 to 100 crore,

Dil Raju

“THE CORPORATION
CHAIRMAN PLAYS AN
IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE
TELUGU FILM INDUSTRY AND
STATE GOVERNMENT AND
AMICABLY RESOLVES
ISSUES.” — SOURCE

which it must utilise with
rigor and method. “FDC used
to give cash subsidies to con-
tent-driven films and conduct-
ed the International
Children’s Film  Festival

grandly which enhanced our
industry worldwide. They are
also responsible for organis-
ing Nandi state awards which
are now renamed as Gadar
awards every year. It would be
celebrated like a festival by
the film fraternity,” adds a
source. Earlier, he wanted to
contest  the Nizamabad
Parliamentary Constituency
in the 2024 elections. He was
reportedly in talks with mem-
bers of the Bharatiya Janata
Party, but it didn’t materialise.

i

“WE AS ACTORS NEED
TO MAKE BRAVE
CHOICES. HOPEFULLY, |
WILL BE TAKING UP
DIFFERENT
CHARACTERS EVEN 25
YEARS FROM HERE. |
REMEMBER, WHEN |
TOOK UP CHAMELI,
PEOPLE SAID,
‘KAREENA YEH ROLE
NAHI KAR PAYEGI’ SO
TODAY I CAN SAY,
MEIN YEH KIRDAR BHI
KAR SAKTI HOON. IF |
HAD NOT DONE
DIFFERENT ROLES AND
FILMS, AAJ YEH
FESTIVAL NAHI HO
RAHA HOTA [SMILES].”

— KAREENA KAPOOR KHAN
FULL STORY ON PG 8

‘I STILL HAVE THAT
FIRE AND PASSION_
FORTAKINGUP ¢ ¥
DIFFERENT ROLES’
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Let’s celebrate the women

who are breaking into the

male bastion of

manufacturing and and
influencing its growth

¥l Ridhima
Kansal

Suchi
Mukherjee

WOMEN TRANSFORM THE
MANUFACTURING SECTOR

ANJALI KOCHHAR
o doubt women have
been doing wonders in
all fields of work, but it
is still surprising that
they’re making a mark in a long-
term male-dominated area in
India — the manufacturing
industry. Women reportedly con-
stitute 20% of employees in this
sector. A Ques Corp survey high-
lights a remarkable uptick in the
number of women in the manu-
facturing industry, with sectors
like automobiles, phone manu-
facturing, etc. opening their
floors to women.

Well, working in manufactur-
ing is no piece of cake. It calls for
long hours, late night shifts,
being exposed to very hot tem-
peratures, and undertaking
physically demanding labour.
Let’s give a shout-out to the
courage of women in the manu-
facturing industry.

Hailing from Punjab, Harpreet
Kaur has completed her diplo-
ma in electronics and communi-
cation engineering and is work-
ing at an auto manufacturing
unit in Gujarat. She is only one
of the women who are leading by
example in the manufacturing
industry.

Women excel as machine oper-
ators and assembly-line workers,
ensuring efficient production
and quality control. In engineer-
ing and design, they contribute
as process engineers and prod-
uct designers, optimizing
processes and developing inno-
vations.

Gayatri, hailing from Godhra,
has been working at MG Motors
India, Gujarat, for over five
years. She is India’s first female
manual painter in the auto
industry. She shared that she
came to MG with no experience.
However, she is now trained to
handle all the stations in her
field. “As women, we face many
challenges in this industry but
we have realized that gender has
no bearing, we are all equally
equipped to work in manufactur-
ing,” she says.

Javelin Solanki broke tradi-
tional barriers to work in the

Revathi Roy

manufacturing industry. She is
the first woman in her family to
do so! “My in-laws were very
supportive of me working in
manufacturing and it gave me
even more courage to rise and
shine. I am no more afraid to
work for long hours in a manu-
facturing unit,” she shares.
Women also function as plant
managers and team leads, in
supply chain management and

as safety officers. Their involve-
ment in Research and
Development drives technologi-
cal advancements, and in human
resources, they lead workforce
training and development,
enhancing the industry’s growth
and diversity.

Be it Vinita Bali who has led
Britannia Industries for a long
time or Suchi Mukherjee, the
founder of Limeroad, women
have been showing immense
leadership qualities in the man-
ufacturing industry and have
built strong foundations for
their businesses.

Revathi Roy, founder and CEO
of Hey Deedee, focuses on train-
ing women in logistics and e-
commerce supply chain manage-
ment, including in manufactur-
ing roles. She is building a bank
of skilled women in the manu-
facturing and logistics indus-
tries.

Ridhima Kansal, Director,
Roosemoore, a brand dedicated
to creating luxurious lifestyle
fragrance products, shares,
“Each of the fragrances we cre-
ate carries the essence of our
journey to reach this point.
Manufacturing has been chal-
lenging, demanding, and enjoy-
able. It’s a space where it’s all
about accuracy, imagination,
and constant evolution. Being a

woman in the sector, I have man-
aged to handle the adversity
and overcome it in great
ways. There is so much
satisfaction in knowing
that the products that we
make have become a part
of people’s daily lives
elevating their homes
and surroundings and
upgrading their
lifestyle.” i
Hiral Mehta,
Director of SPAR-
TAN Engineering

Industries Pvt.
Ltd., says,
“While there
has been ; %

notable
progress in ,—_
the repre-'
sentation of
women in
engineering,
significant
challenges per-
s i s t .
Nevertheless,
their distinct
viewpoints
and innova-
tions influ-
ence a wide
array of
products,
from every-
day house- !

hold items to advanced techno-
logical solutions.”

She adds, “Celebration of
Engineers’ Day plays a vital role
in evaluating existing norms
and promoting a more inclusive
environment for women in engi-
neering organizations. It serves
as a compelling reminder of
achievements and areas that
require further attention. It
helps us motivate the upcoming
generation of female engineers,
fostering a more diverse work-
force and paving the way for
innovative solutions to global
issues.”

Women in manufacturing face
several challenges, including
gender stereotyping, limiting
their participation and growth.
Workplace culture can often be
isolating, with fewer mentorship
opportunities and strong bias

against women in leader-
ship roles. The sector’s
demanding work sched-
ules create challenges
for work-life balance,
especially for women
with care-giving
responsibilities.
Wage disparity per-
sists, with women
often earning less
’__than men for sim-
>~ ilar roles.
Additionally,
limited access
- Jto training
~ and career
development
programmes
hinders
-~ advance-
| ment, while
. workplace
by safety mea-
sures may
not always
take gender-specif-

. ic  needs into

. account, further
. complicating their
experience in the
field.
| Women who

enter the field of
manufacturing
' despite these chal-
' lenges need to be

applauded. Kudos!

+
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Deepika buys 317.73 crore
apartment near MIL house

The 1845-sq-ft apartment located in Sagar
Resham Co-operative Housing Society, has been
bought by the actress’ firm KA Enterprises

fter becoming a mother, Bollywood

actress Deepika Padukone has bought a
new apartment in Mumbai’s Bandra West
area. The apartment is worth ¥17.73 crore
and is right next to her mother-in-law Anju
Bhavnani’s house.

The 1845-sq-ft apartment, bought by
Deepika’s firm KA Enterprises, is located
in Sagar Resham Co-operative Housing
Society and comprises 4 BHK and 5
BHK spaces as per documents
accessed by Zapkey.com. The doc-
uments also suggested that '
the actress paid a stamp
duty of nearly %1.07 crore

(| and registration charges
\ \ of 230,000.
20N While the flat is locat- 4

i i ed on the 15th floor,
the sale deal was
registered on
September 12. The
housing estate
has been
developed
by Enorm
' g Nagpal
| Realty.

THE FLAT IS LOCATED ON
THE 15TH FLOOR AND THE
SALE DEAL WAS
REGISTERED ON
SEPTEMBER 12. THE
ESTATE IS DEVELOPED BY
ENORM NAGPAL REALTY.

P Lady Gaga
3 explains why
she never
addressed
rumours that
‘she was a

man’

v Pop star Lady Gaga recently
shared why she chose not to
address the longstanding speculation that she was a man during
the early years of her career. In an interview with Bill Gates for his
new Netflix series What’s Next? The Future With Bill Gates, Gaga shared,
“The reason I didn’t answer the question was because I didn’t feel like a vic-
tim with that lie,” adding that addressing the same wasn’t in the best interest
of others, particularly for young people who might be struggling
with similar accusations.
The tittle-tattle, which began as early as in the 2010s, sur-
faced after a doctored image of the pop star circulated online.

N A

|
‘l didn’t feel like a victim’

Deccan Chronicl
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L to R: Jean Smart, Nate Bargatze, Ariana Grande and Michael Keaton.

Jean, Ariana, Michael among
hosts for ‘SNL’ season 50

NBC on Thursday announced the lineup of
. hosts for the season, which premieres Sept 28

Fresh off her Emmys win,
Jean Smart is taking her
comedy to a new audience —

the news on Instagram, writing
that hosting was a “bucket list”
item for her.

/= ~ . she’ll kick off Saturday  Ariana Grande — who stars in

/ Y ™y Night Live’s landmark the upcoming Wicked film adaption
50th season. — will host for the second time Oct.

/ /s Joining Smart on the 12. She has previously been the

first show will be Jelly
% Roll as the musical act.

He was also at the
7 41" Emmys, singing during
g ““the ceremony’s in memori-
am segment.
It will be Smart’s first
time hosting SNL and
Jelly Roll’s first time

performing on the
| 7 show. Smart shared

IYid THE wWEB

Tamannaah shines
in Roberto Cavalli
at MFW debut

ctress Tamannaah Bhatia,

who made a graceful

debut at Milan Fashion Week,

B donned a bold, high-fashion

\ look, wearing a mafia wife

i aesthetic. In a gorgeous

. | Roberto Cavalli jumpsuit, the
actress exuded unapologetic
glamour and confidence. The

musical guest twice, but Fleetwood
Mac icon Stevie Nicks will perform
for Grande’s episode. Nicks was a
musical guest once prior, in 1983.
Beetlejuice star Michael Keaton
will host on Oct. 19, the last show
before Halloween, in his fourth
time on the show, and Billie Eilish
will be that night’s musical guest,
also marking her fourth time on
SNL. — AP

Yo ing V-neckline added a deli-

1 outfit featured Cavalli’s signa-
iﬁ_\-:r ture fearless patterns, merg-
\;;", ing earthy tones of brown and
R -4 white in subtlety. The plung-

] cate, feminine touch to the
<, ensemble, with the highlight
. - of her look being a volu-
minous faux-fur
coat.

view with Anderson Cooper, jokingly questioning why she
should ‘waste time’ addressing such idle talks.

MEANWHILE
Bill Gates’ daughter, Phoebe Gates opens up on losing friends over

COVID-19 vaccine conspiracies about her dad. Through her social-media,

Phoebe has been sharing her life including her stances on national issues to

videos of bubble-tea dates with her father.

The Stanford graduate discussed conspiracy theories about Bill in his
documentary series, of which, the most pervasive had linked him to

- COVID-19. One unsubstantiated claim was that the COVID-19 pandemic

ax was a cover to allow the Microsoft cofounder to put microchips in vac-

cines to track people. He asked the 22-year-old if she has ever come

Despite being repeatedly asked about it, Gaga decided not to et y I
dispel the claim, stating that she wanted to be ‘thought-pro- . 10 . RFACI
voking and disruptive in another way’ The Bad Romance A DOCTORED IM

singer previously commented on the same in a 2011 inter- AL

+

across the conspiracy theories about him. “All the time. I've even had
friends cut me off.”
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ROSEINA COUTINHO

Cuddle them, pamper
them and then fall prey to
their adorable tantrums!
Feline furballs (aka cats), serve
as the perfect companion across
the age spectrum. A growing
number of elderly folks are
enjoying the company of cats.
Not only do they stand as a
strong support system for older
people, pets also help fight
depression, loneliness, stress,
anxiety, and a lot more. These
furballs provide a calm environ-
ment and are happy to lay on
their owner’s lap, resting
and cuddling all day through,
making them an ideal choice
for seniors!

PAW-FECT FRIENDS

“I have been with cats for over
three decades now. I have always
thought of them as my own
kids,” says Sabina Baretto (73)
from Mumbai. As a homemaker,
mother of two and grandmother
of four, Sabina, spends most of
her time today with her cats. The
day starts with her having a nice,
hearty breakfast. Feeding her lit-
tle ones, who accompany her to
the kitchen on and off, and treat
themselves to constant pamper-
ing, warmth, and cat food aka
nibbles!

“There are moments when I
feel dull, but my little ones are
always there to cheer me up,” she
says. Sabina feels that spending
time with her cats helps her
overcome her daily worries.
“From the start of my day till the
time I go to bed, they are always
around me. They even cuddle up
and sleep by my side every
night,” she says.

Rony Dcosta, a media profes-
sional and pet parent says, “Pets
play a crucial role in the lives of
individuals who live alone.
They provide them with a haven
for emotional support, and com-
panionship serving as a vital
necessity for those who may
experience feelings of loneliness
or isolation.”

LOW MAINTENANCE

While cats do come with their

own set of tantrums and needs,

they do not need constant groom-

ing as cats tend to be obsessive

with basic self-cleaning. They

don’t need daily walks as most of
MY CATS

‘ HAVE BEEN
THERE BY MY SIDE
THROUGH THICK
l AND THIN”

— SABINA BARETTO,
Pet parent & homemaker, Mumbai

pURR-recr &
COMPANY

A growing number of senior citizens |7 (

are having cats as pets, vets and V
experts explain possible reasons
and benefits for the same :

‘ CATS ARE THE
PERFECT PET
IN TERMS OF LOW
MAINTENANCE, BUT
ENOUGH TO KEEP
YOU OCCUPIED.”

— Dr. SANJANA KARVE,
Veterinary Surgeon,
Progressive Pet CliniC

Veterinary Surgeon at the
Progressive Pet Clinic,
Mumbai. Dr. Sanjana shares
how for most empty-
nesters, it is important
to have someone at home,
seeking attention and mak-
ing their presence felt. “It is |
indeed a much-needed stress |
buster” adds Dr Sanjana.

Cats are predominantly also
known to be quite comfortable
in quiet spaces. With their |
loudest meows and purrs too,
not causing much of a distur-
bance to members at home or
neighbors around. Dr. Sanjana
shares how these little ones
can also bring a sense of
1nnate joy by their presence in
one’s home. She adds, “It
brings a lot of joy to know that |
the moment you reach home,
you will be greeted With l |

them like relaxing in a cozy cor-
ner. All they demand is a ‘DND’
sign board during their long
hours of naps!

“Cats are the perfect pet in
terms of low maintenance, but
enough to keep you occupied,”
says Dr. Sanjana Karve,

1l

excitement whether you have |
been out for 5 minutes, 5
hours or 5 days.”

a4

Rony Dcosta Media professional & pet parent

‘ THE PLAYFULNESS THAT
PETS BRING CAN HELP IN
MENTAL STIMULATION, BETTER
ENERGY LEVELS AND OVERALL

HEALTH.”

— Dr. MADHUR RATHI,
MBBS MD, Psychiatry

STRESS PARTNERS

“Pets in general provide a sense
of companionship, emotional
support, a sense of purpose and
responsibility,” explains Dr
Madhur Rathi, MBBS MD,
Psychiatry from Noida. With
elderly people being at an age in
life where their energy levels
may not be at their very best,
cats help as easy partners to get
along with. By their very nature,
they tend to be independent in
many ways.

He further speaks of the psy-
chological benefits that come
along. These primarily being a
reduction in the cortisol levels in
the brain making one feel more
relaxed and comfortable. Not just
that, but this can also help boost
one’s mood, providing a sense of
warmth, love and purpose,
explains Dr Madhur. Petting of a
cat also releases endorphins into
the brain, leading to an overall
reduction in stress levels. Having
a feline pet-friend also helps one
with some amount of exercising,
especially for the elderly. This
could range from smaller tasks of
breeding or grooming to feeding
or clearing litter trays to routine
visits to the vet.

Dr Madhur says that these
activities help keep the elderly
occupied yet provide them with
optimum physical movements
to lead happy and healthy lives.
He adds, “The playfulness of
pets can help in mental stimula-
tion, better energy levels and
overall health.”

SENSE OF PURPOSE

Many older individuals go
through a lot in terms of biologi-
cal ageing or simply episodes of
prolonged loneliness, stress, feel-
ings of redundancy and a lot
more. At such times, pets tend to

extend ‘paws of support.’
Perhaps the reason why cats
have become a common

| favourite among older individu-

| als who long for nothing but
i some amount of companion-

ship, warmth and love!
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Maps and mind-twisters/

Ankon Mitra’s current exhibition illustrates the ubiquitous
act of folding, seen in everything from the genome of an
entity to the sculpting of topography and the gush of oceans

CHOKITA PAUL

DECCAN CHRONICLE

aper folders are as

critically all-embrac-

ing as their approach-

es to the art. For

Ankon Mitra, archi-
tect, origami artist and design-
er, crimps, pleats and petal
folds are just some of the ways
to create different shapes.

He exemplifies his solo exhib-
it at Kalakriti Art Gallery, in
what curator Prashant Lahoti
calls, “An esoteric joining of
the cartographic with the geo-
metric.”

Titled Maps Unfolded, preci-
sion is key, whether Ankon is
folding a humble crane or a
complex modular struc-
ture with interlocking
parts. So is enthusi-
asm. The maps fea-
tured in this arrange-
ment include traces of
traditional Indian pil-
grimage, printed
bazaar, and city —
each offering a
window into the
bygone era.

Ankon com-

metaphors for life.”
As a trained architect, Ankon
fell in love with the craft, see-
ing it as a perfect fusion of sci-
ence, mathematics, the liberal
and visual arts. “Architecture
i is made from an understanding

Folding is Ankon’s = of material science, as well as
spiritual cord with the an understanding of human
universe. One might many axioms and realities. For neutralises the functional needs (physical, intellectual,
wonder how the belief instance, the more we fold, the aspects of folding with his art’s emotional and spiritual). This
impacts his artistic stronger we get. Mysteries lie aesthetic and conceptual ele- learning from architectural
process, particularly in in the fold and they have to be ments, he reveals, “The func- training at the meeting of art
the context of map- unfolded. A map holds within tional, aesthetic and conceptu- and science has deeply influ-
making and car- itself many truths, which are al elements of folding are enced all the works that I have
tography. The only revealed when it is com- inseparable and integrated at created over the last
) answer is pletely unfolded. Maps tell sto- all times. : : 0 17 years. In

pares the ‘ somewhere ries of other places — where They arenot 4| M a p s
Miura Map ## b hidden in the we have not yet been. They fire isolated and | Unfolded, the
Folding L bewilder- theimaginationtotraveltothe separate - works are

Algorithm to VAN UM \ ment. “I unknown and explore new things. A |
how nature ! ! ! ' count the frontiers and horizons. This is map too is

part game
theory, part

works. The &\ pleats, just the artist’s process as well —to geography, childhood
Miura fold § 8\ as a per- constantly push boundaries science, § memories,
solves the prob- j son chanti- and travel to strange places visual art p a r t

/ ngaprayer where new ideas and tech- and poetry °
counts the niques can burst into bloom,” all rolled
T beads of a saysthe internationally known into one. There are no
'\ rosary Folding artist, with his work showcased artificial barriers

lem of maps
tearing at their
folds, making
them stronger.

metaphor
and many
parts functional, spatial
and immersive,” he says,

Similarly, " processes inthe in numerous countries includ- between these defini- signing off.

nature uses cosmos — both ing Venice, London, and tions. A map (and

mathematical % the micro and Shanghai. folding), are - B The exhibition
principles, like ! macroscope reveal Elaborating on how Ankon b o t h > ison till
folding, to make e October 5 at
things more effi- FOLDING IS ANKON’S SPIRITUAL CORD WITH THE UNIVERSE. ONE it Kalakriti
cient, using less = MIGHT WONDER HOW THE BELIEF IMPACTS HIS ARTISTIC PROCESS, ' Art
material and PARTICULARLY IN THE CONTEXT OF MAP-MAKING AND CARTOGRA- Gallery,
energy to create PHY. THE ANSWER IS SOMEWHERE HIDDEN IN THE BEWILDERMENT. Banjara
stronger  struc- FOR THE ARTIST, IT PROCESSES IN THE COSMOS: BOTH THE MICRO Hills.

tures. AND MACROSCOPE REVEAL MANY AXIOMS AND REALITIES.

The British rock band 6L DPLAY ANNOUNCES

is coming back to

India after eight years MIUMBAI SHOWS

v Coldplay, popular with take the stage for two shows The Scientist and Clocks.

Indian listeners for hit onJanuary 18and 19,2025,at The Grammy-winning

songs Yellow, Paradise, and the DY Patil Sports Stadium. band previously performed

Magic, will perform in Tickets for the India leg of in Mumbai as part of the

Mumbai next year as part of the tour will go live on Global Citizen Festival back

their ‘Music Of The Spheres September 22. in 2016.

World Tour 2025. Besides performing several In a statement, Coldplay
This will mark the group’s hits from Music Of The confirmed that a limited

first visit to India in eight Spheres and new singles We number of "Infinity Tickets"

years. Pray and feelslikeim- will be available for pur-
Coldplay, comprising Chris fallinginlove from their chase starting November 22,

Martin, Guy Berryman, Phil upcoming album Moon 2024.

Harvey, Will Champion and Music, Coldplay will also

Jonny Buckland, are set to perform songs, including - PTI
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Your day today
By Dr C.V.B. Subrahmanyam

Aries: Assessing old targets at
work will be favourable. At home
you face criticism because of
careless behaviour. Voluntary
work will positively help you in evaluating
yourself Chances of falling in love are high.

% Taurus: Crucial decisions regard-
ing investments should be put
off. Lack of communication can
’ be disruptive. Get dressed for
your upcoming successful events.

B Gemini: You will charm the
opposite gender. A long-lost love
could make a sudden

” reappearance. Show your
emotlons and be vulnerable.

Cancer: New opportunities are
just a few of the good things that
will happen to you. You will be
able to impress others by your

knowledge and enthusiasm.

Y Leo: Someone whom you love
“ very much will make you happy.

¥ Your imagination will help you
come up with new ideas. Keep away from

dubious characters in life.

& Virgo: Wise investments will
fetch returns. Proper exercise
and yoga will help you stay fit.
¥ You will feel on the top of the
world with just about everything going
your way. Don’t be selfish.

You share your b’day with

Indian film director,
Mahesh Bhatt. A notable
film from his earlier
period is Saaransh
(1984), screened at the
14th Moscow
International Film
Festival. It became
India’s official entry for
the Academy Award for
Best Foreign Language |
Film for that year.

i Libra: Don’t feel dejected if plans
M are delayed. Influential people at
work will be impressed with

’ your wit. You have a very clear
mind which is capable of grasping ideas.
Try to develop more sense of humour.

b Scorpio: Anger is only stored up
assertion. Use your feelings as a
fuel for greater activity. Be

~ attentive towards your eating
habits. Respect your elders.

| Sagittarius: Let go of the fears
that hold you in a stagnant pat-
Y tern. Take a chance and get out
of your personal confines. Spiritual rejuve-
nation combines with friendships.

B Capricorn: You will discover that
you're feeling content. Try to
give yourself break through the

\ ¥ day. Pushing yourself endlessly
WI|| not do you much good. An elder fami-
ly member’s health may be of concern.

@9 Aquarius: A strained relationship
may take its toll. Finances may
be at a frustrating low but hang
~ in there. Think of additional
methods to supplement your income.
Beware of a minor accident.

@ Pisces: Your head and heart
tend to pull you in different
direction. You tend to waste
ST energy in details. Love is on the
cards! Slow and steady is the key to a
wonderful romance.

QUICK CROSSWORD

Across

7. Verse (5)

10. Give off (4)

Down
1. Lobby (5)

1.Small part of (8)

8. Stage whisper (5)
9. Sleeveless jacket (6) 11. Hidden shooter (6)

12. Plummet (4)
14. Tinsel (anag) (6) 15
17. Hidden drawback (5) 16. Fashionable (4)
18. Sharp end (5)

19. Guitarist’s pluck (8)

BID SAFELY?

diamonds. Or, if partner
rebids three hearts and
you use Roman Key Card
Blackwood, you could
find out whether he has
the heart queen. But that
is unlikely to happen; and
even worse, partner
might contravene system
and pass two spades with
a completely worthless
hand.

However, if you are
going to gamble, open
seven spades, not seven
no-trump. And assuming
you did that, how would
you play after West leads
a trump and East follows
suit?

You have 12 top tricks
and must ruff the heart
five on the board to elimi-
nate your only loser. But
first you must discard a
heart from the dummy on
the third round of dia-
monds.

Win the first trick, draw

Will Rogers said,
"Don't gamble; take
all your savings and buy
some good stock and hold
it till it goes up, then sell
it. If it doesn't go up, don't
buy it."

That is like the rule for
bidding a slam on a
finesse. Bid it if the
finesse is winning, but
stop in game if the
finesse is losing.

Look at the South hand
in today's diagram. What
would be your bidding
plan?

Obviously, you could
open six no-trump, a con-
tract that even a non-
bridge player would
make. Or you could start
with two clubs and rebid
two spades. Perhaps part-
ner will rebid three dia-
monds, guaranteeing a
five-card or longer suit.
Then you could shock
him by raising to seven

DO YOU GAMBLE OR

North
& 532
¥ 764
* 93
87542
West East
98 * 764
¥ 102 YQJ9ss
107642 ¢ J85
& J 1063 * Qo9
South
& AKQJ 10
¥ AK
* AK
. A K
Dealer: South
Vulnerable: Neither
South West North East
7a Pass Pass Pass
Opening lead: # 9

a second round of
trumps, cash your dia-
monds while pitching
that heart, take your top
hearts, ruff the last
heart, play a club to your
hand, remove East's
remaining trump, and
claim.

Note that you must draw
the second round of
trumps; otherwise, West
ruffs the third heart.

Copyright
United Feature Syndicate
(Asia Features)

SU«DO+KU SU+DO+KU 2
3 8 8 1 7
o] [1]8] |3 7 i[4 6| |7 3
8|5 4 5 6
ﬁ 4l 2 i[5 (6] 171 [3] |9
| [7[9]3|5[6|8]2 HHEE 4|7
1 7 HE 7 4 8 6
2 114 i 1 7
(L 14 | |6] |98 7 9 3 5
ilo 6| ile 2 4
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. Vinegar acid (6)

. Defrost (4)

. Poppy drug (5)

. Bias (9)

. Poverty-stricken (9)

o U1 B~ W N

13. Absolutely necessary
(5)
. Vernacular (5)

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

Across: 1. Reversal, 6. Itch, 7. Lament, 9.
Folds, 11. Style, 12. Rally, 13. Adios, 16.
Elated, 18. Gear, 19. Diameter.

Down: 1. Reinforce, 2. Vocal, 3. Solo, 4.
Limited, 5. Fan, 8. Treasurer, 10. Diluted,
14. Inept, 15. Idea, 17. Lap.

_____Word Mine ____
F

| TL
YLUSW

TODAY’S RATINGS: 10 AVERAGE; 11 GOOD; 13 OUTSTANDING

How many words of four or more letters
can you make from the letters shown in
today’s puzzle? In making a word, each
letter may be used once only. Each word
must contain the letter at the top of the
pyramid. There should be at least one
nine letter word. Plurals, foreign words
and proper names are not allowed.

ATINALSIM TAAISIM Tm ARUMS YIMS WIS Wit AIng G0 Ul 1Y A1 WY :SYAMSNY

scrabble brand | G2R: AsMsS:

A
[ EIM R e
I {
[0 R] EJE] T [S] meee

RACK 1

RACK 2

R

CED MEES = |
OO0O000
NELDEEGE m- | |
PAR SCORE 235-245 fhens
by JUDD FOUR RACK TOTAL

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7-letter word from
the letters in each row. Add points of each
word, using scoring directions at right. 7-
letter words get 50-point bonus. “Blanks”
used as any letter have no point value. All
Judd’s words are in the Official Scrabble
Players Dictionary (Merriam-Webster) and
0OSW Official Scrabble words (Chambers).
JUDD’S Solution on Monday

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER
RACK 1 = _74
RACK 2 = 83
RACK 3 = 92
- m RACK 4 =_77
-IIIEE--- RACK 5 - _g9
PAR SCORE 270-275 JUDD'S TOTAL 415

9-24-23
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CALVIN AND HOBBES|Bill Watterson Dennis the Menace

T GOt A Y YOU GOF A WHAT DIDYou | T RAN OQUT TS BIOLOGICAL! MAYBE TS OPPOSITE om Y :
PERFECT | PERFECT GET? IF YOU | OF TIME! IP || WHAT DID | GIRLS MATURE DAY/ MAYBE AL THESE P oo cs R
SCORE ON | SCORE 7 || MISSED ANY, [ HAVE HAD A [l YoU GET? | FASTER THAN BOYS! X3 MEAN MY ANSWERS

ARE CORRECT. MABE
YOUR "A" 1S REALY AN
“F"/ THAT MUST BE
1T/ T WIN THE BET!

YOU OWE ME
25 CENTS.

PERFECT SCORE]
TOO IF I'D HAD
A FEW MORE
MINUTES!

YOU ST GOT A
BETTER GRADE
BECAUSE YOU'RE A
GIRL! 75 NOT FAIR!

MY QU\Z.

-

_© 1994 Watterson/Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

THE WIZARD OF ID|Parker and Hartsd
HOW DARE THEY ATTACK

| US ON GOLF DAY /

SURKENDER
ID, OR ELSE/

JohnHariSodos.com

©lohn Hart Sudios Inc. Al rights reserved

VHOWOLDAREYOU,  “OLPER THAN T W .
YOUNG MANZ” WHEN WE SNGT Hl;ge,”

Dt by Creators

MENTALLY, IT'M STFLLON
SUMMER VACATION !

© 2024 creators.com, & 2024 Archie Publ., Inc.

d at ast six differences in details be

BLONDIE|Dean Young and John Marshall

tween panels.

MIGHT | RECOMMEND TONIGHT'S ARE YOU SURE YOU DON'T WELL, THAT'S JUST GREAT..IF WE
- : SPECIAL ENTREE? ||, WANT TO TRY 4 CAN'T GET ANYONE TO TRY THE
I THINK I'LL NO, JUST ) TONIGHT'S CHEF'S SPECIAL, WE'RE GONNA
JUST HAVE A STEAK SPECIAL w\\_ { HEAR ABOUT IT
A STEAK =¥ ( ENTREE?Z ALL WEEK!
Y

lll[:

!

=]
=/

ANDY CAPP |Reg Smythe

I
S1 MOPULAL °Q “J3|[BWIS S1 JOOY "G "JuaIaf]Ip si ey s, Aog “f Jaf[ews
STIUBIT *¢ 1a8uo] st Sulfey 7 19mo] SI Uy | 1S22ualayi(

sl jumble 4
EUY YOU A BEER

'‘GUILT IS THE WORST ENEMY
TCH! DON'T OF TRLIE HAPPINESS AND
ANY CHANCE YOUu FEEL GLILTY SELF-ESTEEM. IT IS INPEED
OF YOU BUYING ABOUT CADGING THE WORST THING Yo

ME A REFILL, CAN EVER DO TO YOLR SOLIL o
124
3 ] | LGYUL 5
' OONON
S || Your great-grandfather won
9 a gold medal in St. Louis on
| S R H F E : a tug-o-war hellam. ) ,gi
s ook hatup. PO
GOLDSMITH & GARNETT | [X J ( j i That doesn't
GTNEEL | ¢
THE GALACTIC FIGHTER|of7 T AIN'T Y Y XT O s
(L= XAKING OEFHHIPSE HWOEFE"IEDZ; N / 2 ‘
SPACESUIT A~ o E ONLY HAS b _OF-
HE DoESN'T sggﬁg TWO FISKS i CLYPIO 2 oi%{%}gg%ﬁﬁ g"é:}l);,zf’ﬁp
* = E\ -
\j [XJ | Now arrange the circled letters
e (iv"‘ 'r, ©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as
= All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon.

' N ¥V YV V¥V vV Y N FF YV Y N Y YN
0000000
(Answers tomorrow)

Jumbles: TWEAK MINUS UNWIND GLOOMY

Answer: For the winner of the 100-meter backstroke
competition, everything — WENT SWIMMINGLY

Yesterday's

Panssal SIEU PROM I ‘aIeipuls saunges Bur A 22025
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Al % © i RN In a first for the Hindi film
& g S s » industry, a selection of
N T Ly A\ Kareena Kapoor Khan films

1 0' 3 across her career in Bollywood will
4 be showcased at a film festival. This
is the first time a female actor’s
films are Dbeing exclusively
screened at such an event, though
both Dilip Kumar and Amitabh
Bachchan have had festivals ded-
icated to their work earlier.
Kareena Kapoor Khan spoke
to the media about the signifi-
cance of the upcoming show.
Excerpts:

-
2 = g
# ;/ N A \Q ﬁ LIPIKA VARMA
3

£ 4 ¥

1]

\ What it feels like to

X have a festival of
solely her films

. “On any film set every

o day, I feel like I have

Tl 4 given my first shot.

% . . There exists that

' . greed to be in front

LI NS of the cam-

; PR t &
; S g & 1 . g
J g s L
S & < ¥ ) e
% A i o i

DECIDED TO f
RO

718 %w | female Hindi actor wit

PVR announces a film festival to mark the
actress’ 25th year in Bollywood

eras. I still have that fire and passion for
taking up different roles. That passion as
an actor keeps me going. I am grateful
and honoured to have this festival of all
my films. I can’t believe it!”

Legacy of the Kapoor
Khandhan, sustaining
in a male-dominated indus-
try
“One has to keep proving
oneself every time. Rather
than wanting to be in every
film, it's important to reinvent |
yourself. Having to sustain in
this male dominated scenario
is scary. In order to do so, one
has to take up different roles. |
After I played Poo and Geet, =
many such offers kept pouring =
in, but I decided to challenge
myself and take up different
roles. I'm an actor and I love
my job. I have been here for 25
years because of the loyal sup-
port and connection with the
masses and my fans. Every 5
_years, I have been trying :
to do different stuff, = = a
in order to leave a 4
mark on the audi- =

ences with the characters I Kareena shootlng for
Buckingham Murders

portray on screen.’

Managing to capture the lime-
light even when working with
superstars
“I have done films with superstars. I

Kareena as Poo in K3G

as first
solo fest

have also proved my longevity as an actor.
This was possible because of the ‘X fac-
tor’ combined with talent. I also believe
that luck plays a 30% role in one’s career.
I just focused on giving my best to every
character I decided to take up. I am lucky
that my fans have loved all the characters
that I have played.”

ngld decision to take up
uckingham Murders

“We as actors need to make
brave choices. Hopefully, I will
1 be taking up different charac-
| ters even 25 years from here. I
= remember, when I took up
= Chameli, people said ‘Kareena
yeh role nahi kar payegi.’ So
today I can say, ‘Mein yeh Kir-
dar bhi kar sakti hoon.’ If 1
had not done different roles
and films, aaj yeh festival nahi
ho raha hota |[smiles]. 1
focused on my performance
» and I want people to take me

. seriously. Constantly being at
it is the reason for longevity.
I’'m still trying to prove myself
as an actor.

Some films will gain box
office success while some may
be liked by audiences and crit-
ics. We cannot restrict our
choices of films and charac-
ters. I personally choose char-
acters which I feel for. If you
choose something you don’t
like, you may not like being on
that set. We have to be on a
film set for 60 to 70 days and if we don’t

like it, how will we
enjoy doing it?”

Koratala Siva pockets 330 cr for ‘Devara’?
FILMMAKER KEEN TO MAKE A COMEBACK AFTER ACHARYA FLOP

B.V.S. PRAKASH

of sorts and worked hard on the story

made a proper commercial film with a P

DECCAN CHRONICLE

According to reliable sources, leading
Telugu filmmaker Koratala Siva
has taken a hefty %30 crore as
remuneration for his work in
Devara Part 1.

“He has spent more
than two years work-
ing on the script and
making it too,” says DID . U
the source, adding,
“He was looking to ANATHA GARA
make a comeback

since he didn’t want to miss a big chance
with superstar Jr NTR. Their earlier film
Janatha Garage was a hit and NTR was
shown in a new role as a
nature-lover, who

transforms into a

tough guy and
makes mince-
meat of the
corrupt and
hooligans.”

0 “Koratala
BA Siva has

mix of romance and action and loads of
glamour too, since he is determined to
deliver a money spinner after his last | . €y \
release Acharya fetched him more brick- :
bats than box office collections,” the | -~
source shares. | ’
Siva was at one time in the A-listers
league after delivering hits with stars PN
like Prabhas and Mahesh Babu, but ! p
the dismal performance of \ | e
Acharya dented his rating a bit.c \_/ Fy T
“He is keen to bounce back_ g
with a bang,” the source < 3 .
stresses. i | ¥




