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rural vitalization efforts

Party,govtcalled [

onto bring tangible
benefitsto farmers

By L1 LEI
iiler @ehinadatly.com.en

After decades of urbanization that
have brought remarkable progress,
propelling China 1o become the
world's second-largest economy, the
government i ramping up efforts to
achieve more balanoed, cobrdinasted
development o narrow the gap
betwieen urben and nuesl areas anid
the nation’s modemization drve.

On the eve of the seventh Chinese
Farmers” Harvest Festival, which fell
on Sunday, Xi Jinping, gener secre-
tarvof the Commumist Party of China
Central Committee, reiterated the
nations commitment to building o
mone prosperons countryside.

He also extended festive greetings
and sincere regands on behalf of the
CPC Central Commutiee to farmers
and comrades working on agricultur-
al and rurd fronts across the country.

Xi, who is also Chinese president
and chairman of the Centml Miitary
Commuission, called on Party com-
mittoes and governiments at varioas
levels to make every effort to
enhance the economic benefits of
agricnlture, increase  Girmers
inmmes and inject greater vitality
into the countryside, in order to
bring tangible benefits to farmers.

Furthermore, he said it is impern-
tve o persistently consolidate the
foundation of agriculture and pro-
mote comprebensive rural vitaliza-
tion Lo advance Chinese
modermization, and be urged farm-
ers and people from other sectors to
take actions to transform the blue-
print for rural vitalization into reality,

Pespite the recent imcrease in riral
income resulting from extensive pov-
erty alleviation efforts, ruml resi-
dents continue (o lag economically

According to the National Bureau
of Statistics, the per capita disposable
meame of rural residents was 21691
vian (83.076) last vear, approaimuite-
by half the nationa avernge.

Wu Hastao, a researcher of pover-
ty issues at Zhongnan University of
Economics and Law, said, “The

Tech meets culture

urhan-rursl disparity is also reflect-
ed in the access to various social
welfare benefits”

Urban areas outperform rural
regions in almost every aspect,
including infrastructure, public ser-
vices and social security provisions,
such as elderly care and the pension
fund system.

In August, anthonties set a goal to
increase the proportion of urban resi-
dents to 70 percent of China’s popula-
thom within the nest five vesirs, and to
reform the bwotrack urban-rural
household registration system ay part
of the oouminys “peoplecentered”
urbanzation initiative.

Without local househald registia-
tion documents, known as hukou,
tens of millions of nual migrants
often face limited access to pablic
services in the cities where thevwork

Visitors admire exhibits on Saturday as a machine storiizess murals
using the {rradiation method at tha 7th Silk Boad (Dunhuang) Interna-
Honal Cultural Expo in Dunhuang, Gangu provinees, The expo brought
together more than 800 representatives from S0 countries, ragions
and international organizations L YALONG / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

The cmumitment o advance new
urbanization was emphasized at the
third plenoary session of the 20th
Central Committee of the CPC, held
in Beijing from July 1510 18,

Traditionally pivetal in the deck-
sion-making of the CPC leadership,
the third plenary ssssionis are consid-
eredd 1o be “stéering wheels™ in Chiina's
economic reforms and serveas a cru-
cial platform for adjusting top-level
decisions and building consensus.

The communique from the
recent  thind  plenary session
deseribed the integration of urban
and rural areas as essential to the
country’s modernization goals

Jing Quanbao, a professor of
demography at Xi'an Jiaotong Uni-
versity, said the integration was pro-
posed to narrow the gap in the
living standards between urban and

By LIU YURKUN
Hmnpukun @ chmadaily.com.on

The China Photovaltaic Industry
Association has expressed sorious
concerms about and strong opposi-
tion to the Untted Stales” distorting
the global solar market by provid-
g exeessive subsidies to US com-
pani¢s and imposing high tanffs
on imported solar products

It said the US moves are ham-
pering international cooperation
in the fight aguinst dimate change.

The trade body said in a recent
statement that the US has built
high walls of protectionism by
mposing muluple trade restric-
tons and continuously Increasing
tariff barrers on imported photo-
virltade products. In May, for exam-
ple, the US decided that the import
tax on Chinese solar cells would
rise from 25 percent to 50 peroenl

rurid areas while preserving the
undgqoe  characteristics of rural
regions during the merging process,

“This aims to enable residents
in both areas o graduaily lead o
different but equal Hife,” he said.

Thecommumague emphasized the
Importance of aligming "new indus
trialization, new urbanization, and
cotnprehensive rura! vitalization”,
and it called for the enhancement of
urban-rural plinning, construction
and governandce integration.

It also stressed the necessity aof
equal resource exchanges and two-
way flows between urban and
rural areas to reduce disparities,
foster common  prosperity  and
promote development.,

Jiang noted that barmiers remain
to establishing a unified national
mutrket, such as the enduring spatial

The association also pointed
out that the US implemented
exclusive and discriminatory
industrial policies through legisia-
tion such as the Inflation Redue-
tion Act and the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act, and sub-
sidized its own photovoltaic
industry on a large scale

“The Inflation Reduction Act,
introduced in 2022, offers subsi-
dies of an unprecedented $369 bil-
lien to support investments and
produoction in the clean energy sic-
Lo, including domestic PV prod-
uets, aiming to reconstruct the PV
industry chain” said the trade
body’s statement.

On May 16, the US Department
of Energy announced $71 million
investment to fund the Silicon
Solar Manufacturing and Dual-
Use Photovoltaies Incubator Pro-
gram (527 million) and the
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ROBOTAXIS — ARRIVING ATA FUTURE NEAR YOU
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Autonomous vehicles grow in popularity despite concerns over safety, reliability

By L1 FUSHENG
tifuesheng@ cliinadaily.com.cn

%depth

The fast-evolving technology
first made headlines in China
almost a decade ago. In 2015,

elfdriving vehicles are navi-

gating from science fiction

movies to the streets of large

Chinese cities, overcoming
nbstacles and uncertainty as they
enter everveay use,

Swedish carmaker Volvo organized
A test of its hands-free vehicles
traveling at 70 kilometers per hour
on Bejjing’s Sixth Ring Road.
Chinese technology giant Baidu
set up its intelligent driving group in
27, unveiling its Apollo amtone-
mous drving plan the same year.
Pouyal, founded by former Baldu

engineers, established its  first
automomous driving research and
development center in 2016.

By late February, more than 20 cit-
ies had put in place policies support-
i autonomous driving tests, issuing
licenses to over () companies,

See Driveriess, puge 2

Farmers dry their produce in Shexian county, Anhul province, on Sunday, which wasthe seventh Chinesse Farmers' Harvest Pestival The fastival
initiated tn 2018, talls on the Autumn Eqquinox, one of the 24 solar trerms on the Chiness junar calendar. Si YALE! # FOR CHINA DAILY

isolation between urban and rural
areas, which obstruets the smoath
rwvo-way flow of resources.

“At the macro level, the State must
eliminate institutional bwriers and
focus on breaking down the urban-
rural binary structure,.” he said,

For a long dime, cities hive boen
drawing resoturces, particulardy libor,
away from roral areas. Wua, the
researcher, said that nstead of this
one-way flow, capital, technolosgy and
mamgement expertise from wrban
regions should also be  directed
towiird maral areas.

“The purpose is to achieve opti-
mal resource allocation and pro-
mote the overall coordinated
development of the urban and rural
economy and society,” W said.

See Agriculture, poge 3

US blasted for high subsidies to PV sector

Advancing US Thin-Film Solar
Photovoltaics Funding Program
(544 million ), aiming to close the
gaps in PV supply chain manu-
acturing capabilities, the associ-
ation added.

Such moves viokated multilateral
trade rules and severely distorted
the munkel operations of the global
supply chain of the PV industry,
according to the statement.

Experts and business leaders
suid that while subsidies are
common globally in the new
energy industry, the US strategy
of raising tariffs under anti-sub-
sidv pretexts and financially
backing domestic companies is
# double standard. with the aim
of hindering Chinese salar com-
panigs from capturing global
market share,

See PV, page 3
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Foreign firms
urged to help
pool wisdom
for Shanghai

By SH1 JING i Shanghad
shgri i eluinadally com.on

Amid Shanghal’s continued efforts
to deepen international cooperation
in wrms of research amnd develop-
ment,.  multinational  companies
should be better inteerated into the
atys  innovation  network, which
wonild be conducive to the city’s high-
guality development, said officials
and company execulives

They made the remarks on Sun-
dav during the 36th International
Business Leaders' Advisory Counatl
tor the Mavor of Shanghii.

Chen Jining, Party secietary of
Shanghai, said that as technological
inmovation has been plaving an
Increasingiv important role in driv-
ing economic growth, Shanghai will
expand its sciencoe and technology
exchanges with other markets.

Efforts will be made to develop off-
shore technologeal mnovation, Chen
sld, adding that a foundation to
advance coordinated technological
innowvation at aglobal level will be banlt
in Lin-gomng Special Area of the Ching
(Shinghad) Pilot Free Trade Zone.

International organizations  are
also encouraged to set up branchesin
the eity, and all these steps are aimed
gt nurturing an open, far, just and
nondiscriminatory environment for
techinological iInnovation, he said

Shanghad Mayor Gong Zheng said
the scientific research paradiogm is
undergoing profound changes amid
the new round of technological and
industrial revolution, and coordina-
ton and cooperation are emcial
against this backdrop.

Shanghai will implement a global
technology partner plan, and will
also actively participate in, nurture
and initiate intermational large-
scale scientific projects, he said.

Multinational companies will b
encouraged to sl up international
RE&ED centers and open innovation
centers in the city, and will be deeply
mtegrated mto Shangha’s local
innovation network, Gong added.

As of June, 985 multinational
companies had set up their regional
headquarters in Shanghai, and the
number of foreign-funded R&D
centers reached 575, atcording to
the municipal government.

Severin Schwan, chalrman of the
board of directors of Swiss healtheare
company Roche Group, said that
openness, innovation and collabora-
tion are importamt for Shanghals
high-quality development, particular-
Iv in the wake of geopolitical tensions
and mirket uncertaintics

Multinational companies can tap
into the sectors of heltheare, soi-
ence and technology, and the digital
eoonomy more deeply, said Schwan,
who is also chairman for this vear's
International Businese  Leaders’
Advisory Council

Dominie Barton, chairman of mul-
tinational mining company Rio Tinto,
st the private sector has béen con-
tributing substantially to research
projects, and this is a global trend.

Miguel Lopez. CEO of German
mdustrinl mnd engineering comglom-
erate Thyssenkrupp AG, sugpested
that Shanghal could place greal
pmportance on and fully otibze mulli-
national companies’ industrial expert-
s, global networks, international
experience and innovative resounces

The International Business Lead-
ers’ Advisory Ceuncil was initiated in
1989 and has grown into a think tank
for Shanghal mavors over time.

This years meeting was attended
by top executives of 34 multinational
companies from 13 countries.
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Driverless: Vehicles on road to viabili

From page 1

Progress had been generally going
smoothly until July, when a short
video went viral on social media of
one of Baidu's Apollo Go driverless
vehicles hitting a scooter in Wuhan,
capital of Hubei province.

Baidu was quick to expliain that
the accident was beciuse the scoot-
er driver had run a red light when
the driverless vehicle started to
MIOVe.

Despite  the accldemt being a
minor one, as shown in the foctage,
it lgnited complaints from local
drivers and residents,

Apollo Go's Chinese name s Luo-
bo Kuaipao, which literally means
“robots run fast” But in Wahan they
are called “dumb robols’, 48 more
footage emerged showing thelir mis-
haps.

One driverless vehicle 1s seen
stopping on the road m front of an
empty plastic bag, causing a taffic
jam. In another video, two vehicley
are seen braking to face each other,
and not knowing what to do nexL

Safety questioned

But safety is the real concern.
When that vehicle in Wuhan failed
o see the scooler. local residents
started to doubt the safety and relia-
bility of driverless vehicles, as man-
ufacturers have long claimed they
are safer than human drivers

At an event in May, Baidu's vice-
president, Wang Yunpeng, said the
number of Insurance claims of its
Apollo Go vehicles over the past two
vears was one I4th of that for
human drivers.,

[n the second quarter of this vear,
Baldu Apollo Go provided about
S99 000 rides for passengers, up 26
percent vear-on-vear. As of July 28,
the cumulative ndes provided to the
public by Apollo Go surpassed 7 mil-
Hon, the company sald in its latest
Onancial resuits.

The safety level of autonomous
driving Is 10 times that of manned
driving, according to Ponwai vice-
president, Zhang Ning. The comis-
ny had conducted 3.5 million km of
driveriess testing globally as of May
this year,

However, 4 robotaxi doesn’t have
a guick solution when an injured
passenger or road user needs help
and needs to walt until the fleet
operator sends someong to the
SCene.

I the accident s 4 minor one, the
insurance company can try to set-
tle and offer a certain amount of
money.

However, the issue becomes mud-
dier in the case of & more severe acol-
dent that causes injury or death and
entalls prison time

[t i8 likely the fleet company will
be held accountable, but it Is uncléar
who would be sent to jail — the soft-
ware engineer, the CEO, the compi-
ny owner, or possibly more thin one
of them.

Fresh pickup lines

Taxi drivers are also complaining
that robotaxd firms are stealing their
customers by offering generous sub-
silies,

A recoipn for a 28-Kkm, Gminute

robotaxd trip in Wahan showed that
the fare was just 26.52 yuan (§3.65
vuan), much cheaper than a normal
taxi fare. But a closer look revealed
that it had a discount of 109.52 vuan.

Wuhan has over 3300 km of
roads eligible for robotaxis, the long-
est in China. Robotaxis booked
850,000 rides in the first half of this
vear, mare than for the whole of
2023, according to a Hubei Daily
report,

In July, an Apolle Go vehicle
booked up to 20 rides in one day, the
same amount as a regular taxi,
according to Shanghai-based news
portal Jiemian.

There are around 400 Apollo Go
vehicles in Wahan, said Baldu CEO
Robin Li. "Our fleet accounts for just
1 percent of Wuhan's total taxi fleet
It mayv take quite some tme, even
many vears, to grow (the propor-
ton)” said LL

William Li, founder and CED of
NEV startup Nio, has sided with the
taxi drivers.

He said that the goal of technolo-
gy such as smart driving is to allevi-
ate the burden of driving. and not to
steal jobs from Jow-income enrmers.
“ILis nol a very inspiring story. We
will never do robotaxis” he said.

Nio has been investing heavily in
driving-assist functions, and 1s one
af the first earmakers in the world to
adopt the latest Nvidia chips made
for such featunes.

2u Dasong, executive director of
the Southeast University's Research
Center for Transportation Law and
Development said robotaxis migit
reduce the need for commercial
drivers, such as taxi drvers and
freight drivers, to some extent over
the long term.

However, the move to robotaxis
will profoundly transform the labor
market, with nesw job opportunities
arising from such services,

Congestion concem
Baidu insists that robotaxis, if
applied at a city-level, can golve

A fleat of 1obotaxis gsoes
through an on-road tri-
al of autonormous vehi-
cles in Ordos, the Innesy
Mongola autanomonus
region. in July. 2023,
WG SHENG & FO CHINA DAILY : g

ﬂ passangsr gets on an autonomous driving minibus in Hangzhou

Zhejlang province. on May 22, HUANG ZONGTH! /

prablems such as traffie jams and
road accidents.

However, us long s there are driv-
ers and robotaxas on the road at the
same time, reduced congestion and
collision-free motoring will not hap-
pen, analysts said.

Robotuxis tend to be good at fol-
lowing traffic rules and stayving
alert, but human drivers sometimes
ciit lanes and don’t always focus on
road conditions, they added.

Zhang Xiang, an nuto analyst at
North China University of Technolo-
gy, said it will tzke at least 10 years
for large-scale busingss operations
of robotaxis to come to fruition.

Besides technological glitches
that need to be improved, robotaxis
now in operation attract customers
who are not in a hurry and who
want to have a novel experience.

Unlike regular taxis, they pick up
and drop off passengers at fived
stops. They also have more tonserv-
itive rules about road safety, and
operate slower than regular taxis,

Robotaxis may sull customers
who want to be left alone. But they
may not be attractive to out-of-town
visitors who want recommenda-
tions aboul a city from the driver.

E

HIMHLA

However, they remove the potential
of A driver tking an unnecessary
devour to charee more.

Business sense

Despite the teething problems,
robotaxis will soon make sense com-
mercially, Baido said with decreas-
ing hardware costs and increasing
orders, Apollo Go is cxpecied Lo
become profitable by 2025,

Apollo Go loses almost $11,000 a
car annually m Wuhan, Haitong
Intermationnl Securities estimated.
A lower-cost driverless mixdel could
enahle perwehicle annual profit of
nearly 516,000, the securities firm
said.

Chen Zhuo, Apollo Go's general
manager, said the firm wonld
become “the world’s first commer-
cially profitable™ autonomous-
driving platform.

Ponviai is confident about the sed-
tor’s prospects as well. In & 160
square-km designated zone in Bei-
jings E-Town, a national-level eoo-
nomictechnological development
area, the company operates nearly
100 robotaxis,

Compared to years ago, the rides
are much smoother with no abrupt
braking, and the vehicles run in a
similar way to other 1axi services

Fonval aims to increase its single-
¢ity robotaxd fleet tenfold by 2025 or
2026, said the companys vice-presi-

dent, Zhang, in an interview with
Xinhua

"Weve now come to the siage
where It is possible Lo reduce costs
on a larger scale of commercializi-
tion.” he said. “As long as the robo-
taxi fleet reaches above L00O in ane
city, we will be able to break even in
operation (terms)”

Ponval is teaming up with Japa-
nese carmaker Tovota to roll out
new-genemtion vehicles. They will
have pre-installed  autonomons
driving technology, making produc-
tion more efficient.

“Five or six vears ago, most people
doubtedd whether antonomouns driv-
ing could take root in China There
are no such doubts now,” Zhang said.

Attracting financing

Investor interest is also fueling
the sector's progress.

Ponval has secured more than
SL4 billlon of financing from both
domestic and foredgn investors
since 2017, The company was valued
al $58.5 billion as of October last vear.

The investment environiment for
the industry has been improving
singe last year, despite luctuations
in previous years, acconding to the
cempany.

WeRide, based in Guangrhou,
Guangdong province, plans to offer
6.45 million American depositary
shares at a price mnoge of §1550 o
1650 in its upcoming initial public
offering, according to a company fil-
ing with the US Securities and
Exchange Commission in August

The company reported revenue of
$01.8 million yuan in 2023. For the
first six months of thisvear, its reve-
nue was 150.3 million yuan, aceord-
ing to the filing.

WeRide generates most of its rev-
enue from sales of its Level 4 auton-
omous driving vehicles, “primarily
including robobuses, robotaxis and
robosweepers, and related sensor
suites; and ... the provision of L4
autonomous driving and advanoced
driver-assistance svslem  Services,
including the provision of L4 opera-
tional and technical support servi-
ces as well as ADAS research and
development services”, the filing
sakd.
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The Soclety of Automotive Engi-
eers International defines six lov-
els of automation from Level 0 o
Level 5. Level 4 means the vehicle
can operate itself in most circuin-
stances, while L5, also known as full
driving automation, regquires no
human participation.

All Chinas robotaxi companies
are working on Level 4 vehicles,

World-leading growth

Global consulting firm MeKinsey
& Company has forecast that China
will become the world's Lirgest mur-
ket for self<driving vehicles, with
revenue from such vehicles and
mobility services exceeding 5500
hillion by 2030,

“We've seen an acceleration in
China. Theres certainly now a rap-
id pace of permits being issued.”
sald Boston Consulting Group
managing director Augnstin Wee-
scheider, "The US has been a lot
motre gradual ™

Alphabets Wavmo i the only
United States firm opernting
pnmanned mbotaxis that collect
fares,

The company has about 700 cars
pperating in San Francisco and Los
Angeles in California, Phoenix in
Arzona, and Austin, Texas, but not
all of them are 1in service at all
times,

Cruise, backed by General
Motors, restarted testing in April
after one of tis vehicles hit a pedes-
trian last year, Cruige said it oper-
ates in three cities, with safety its
core mission.

“Theres a clear contrmst between
LIS and China”™ with robotaxi devel-
opers facing far more s¢rutiny and
higher hurdles in the US, former
Wiavmo CEO John Krafclk said inan
interview with Reuters.

China will operate the worlds
largest robotaxi fleet of about 12
million self-driving vehicles bw
2040, followed by the US with
nround 7 million, according to a
report by research company
BloombergNEF.

Li Hengyu, vice-president of
Ponval and head of it robotruck
business unit, sad: “The central and
local governments in China rank
first in the world in terms of their
openness and understanding of
nutonomous driving.”

Chuina has also been stepping up
efforts to integrate vehicles, roads,
and cloud eomputing, which iz a
crucial step to grow smart vehicles
into smart cities.

In July, five ministries, including
the Ministry of Industry and Infor-
mation Technology and the Minis-
try of Transport, issued a notice to
wdentify 20 cities or city clusters,
including Beljing, Shanghai and
Guangzhou, as pilot areas for the
technology.
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Over 100 Neolithic jade relics unearthe

Artifacts foundin
Inner Mongolia
shed more light on
Hongshan Culture

By FANG AIQING
in Chifeng, Inner Mongolia,
andd YUAN HUT in Hohhot

Three jade dragons of different
colors and sizes, and each around
5,000 vears old, were among the
mare than 100 jade relics of the
Hongshan Culture recently
unearthed in North China’s Inner
Mongolia autonomous region.

The jade artifacts, found at the
Yuanbaoshan archagological site in
Aohan Banner in the city of Chifeng
during a four-month exéavation
work that began in May, include a
palm-size, emeridd green drigmon
that is the largest of its Kind
unearthed in northern China

The bigeest jade diagon among
these antifacts Is 158 centimeters
long, 95 am wide and 3 em thick. It
is slightly longer than the one previ-
pusly unearthed about 150 Kilome-
ters awidy at the Niuheliang
archaeological site in Chaovang,
Liaoning provinoe.

The chubby, pig-headed dragons
are jeonic figures of the Hongshan
Culture, which was an important
part of the Neolithic period and
encompassed  present-day  Inner
Mongolia as well as Lisoning and
Hebel provinees.

Dating back 5,000 to 6,500 vears,
Hongshan Culture sites help forma
relatively comprehensive picture
regarding the origins of Chinese
civilization.

Dang Yu, research libraran at the
Inner Mongolia Institute of Cultural
Relics and Archaeology, said the
Jade artifacts unearthed at Yuan-
bapshan since May cover the major-
ity of Hongshan Culture jade wire,
including loops, discs and axes, as
well as birds and insects such as
cleadas and silkworms,

One jade headgear resembles
another belonging to the Lingjis-
tan Culture, dating back 5,300 tw
5800 years in present-day Anhul
province, indicating long-distance
exchanges between the two cul-
tures, she said.

Dang made the remarks on Sun-
day when addressing a seminr
held in Chifeng to commemonite

Archaeplogists work in July at a rubble mound tomb at the Yuanbaoshan site in Chifeng. Inner Mongalia autonomous region. It is the largest

of its kind found In sites of Nealithic Hongshan Culture in Inner Mongolia. PROVIDED 10 CHINA DALY

the 70th anniversary of the naming
of the Hongshan Culture.

The relics of the Hongshan Cul-
ture have attracted the attention of
Chinese and foreign scholars since
the beginning of the 20th century,
Atthat time, they focused mainlyon
gites 1n a hilly area in suburbun
Chifeng called Hongshan, which
medns “red mountains”

In 19564, archaeologist and histo-
ran Yin Da (1906-83) took the
advice of archacologist Liang Siv-
ong {(1904-54) and officially named
this Neolithic culture after the area
in his book on the Neolithic period
in China

So far. more than 1100 Hongskan
Culture sites have been discovered,
mostly in the West Liaohe River
basin in southeastern Inner Mon-
polian and western Liaoning.

Archaeological amd  research
efforts spanning a century have
unraveled some mysteries of the
Hongshan Culture, represented by its
sacrificial system. A well-daid ritual
complex upearthed st the Ninhe-

Hang site, compnsing an allar, a tem-
ple for a goddess and rubble mound
tombs, as well as =ocinl stratification
muarked by the use of exquisite jade in
sacrifice, showeased the system,

At the Yuanbaoshan site, which is
around 5,000 to 5100 years old,
some of the unearthed jade relies
were found inside and underneath
the walls of a round rubble mound
tomb, 235 meters in diameter,
which 15 the largest discovered in
Inner Mangolia to date.

Dang, from the Inner Mongolia
Institute of Cultural Relics and
Archaeclogy, said they are conduct-
ing further paleoenvironmental
studies, laboratory tests and other
research methods to learn more
about the topography of the area,
date the relics and trace the
sequence of construction.

Jia Xiaobing, a resesircher at the
Chinese Academy of Social Scien-
ces' Institute of Archaeology, said
the lavout of the round rubble
mound tomb ut Younbaoshan and
the tombs surroundings show

Jade artifacts used in sacrifice are un=arthed tn July at the

Yuanbaoshan archaesological site. pROVIDED 10 CHINA DALY

similarities with tombs found at
Ninheliang, dating back 5.000 to
3000 VEATSE,

"Such consistency in an expand-
ed area proves that 4 shared belief
system existed among the Hong-
shan ancestors,” he siid.

Jia is currently leading a pro-

gram aimeéd at bringing weether

his Beliing-based institute and uni-
versities and archaeological institu-
tions of Inner Mongolia, Liaoning

and Hebed, in order to strengthen
archacological and research efforts

on the Hongshan Culture,

Cordaet the writers al
fangaiging @ chinadaily.com.cn

Couples pose for photos at a group wadding ceremony in Beifing on
Sunday, Over 5,000 couples participated In the nationwide event,

which was held ahead of the 75th anniversary of the founding of the
People's Republic of China and served as an indicator of constructing
a riew and modern [Ermily view. ZHANG WEL 7 CHINA DALY

Agriculture: Elimination of
institutional barriers urged

From page 1

While migrant workers proimanrily
work in cities, their needs for social
support such as elderly care and
child-rearing are predominantly
rural concerns.

Jin Xiaovi, a professor at Xian
Jinotong Universitv's School of
Public Policy and Administration,
said the old approach had equated
urbanizition solely with urban
comstruction,

“It neglected the transformation of
rurdl migrants in aspects such as
emploviment, sotial securily and
puhlic services as they move from the
countryside to the city” she said.

Jin highlighted the mismatch of
two sets of fieures.

Between 2006 and 2019, the
annual growth of land in urban are-
a8 wis about 1.7 times the growth of

permanent residents, which the
professor said was proof that old-
fashioned urbanization was more
“land-centered”.

While 63.89 percent of Chinas
population were permanent urban
residents in 2020, only 454 per-
cent held urban Aukow. This indi-
cites that hundreds of millions of
rural migrants have vet to receive
equitl trestment compared with
urban residents,

The third plenary session held in
July ealled fur enhancing institu-
tional mechanisms to advance new
urbanization.

Jiang, the professor of demogra-
phy, said: “The pew uwrbanization
mixdel focuses on people and quadity
improvement. The key is to effectively
address issues such as the education
of children of roral migrant workes,

housing and socinl securit”

Misconduct led to Jiangxi fire, probe finds

By CHEN MEILING
ehenmeiling @ clinadiily comen

Aninvestigation into a fire that
killed 39 people and injured nine
early this vear at a building com-
plex in Xinyn, Jiangxi province,
has unecovered a tradl of negli-
gence and misconduct, leading to
punitive action against the
responsible parties.

The accident, which happened
on the afternoon of Jan 24, also
caused direct economic loss of
more than 43.52 million yuan
($6.17 million).

A Joint investigation team was
established after the fire by the
Ministry of Emergency Manage-
ment, the Ministry of Public
Security, the National Fire and
Reseue Administration, the All-
China Pedemtion of “Trade
Unions and the Jiangxi Provin-
cial Peaples Government.

The fire was caused by illegal
construction of a cold storage
facility in the basement of the
building complex, according to a
report on  the nvestigation
released on Saturday.

During construction, the use
of polvurethiane foam sealant led
to the emission of flammable
gases, which gradually built up
to hazardous levels, said the
repart, which wis reviewed and
approved at an executive meet-
ing of the State Council, China's
Cabinet.

Simultaneously, when plastic
film was being placed on extrud-
ing polystyrene boards, the gen-
eration of static  electricity
trigeered the igniting of the gas-
e5, the foam and other combusti-
ble substances. This chain of
events resulted in the production
of a significant volume of toxic
smoke, according to the report,

With the lack of fire separation
in the shared evacuation stair-
case between the basement amd

the ground floor of the building
complex, the smoke quickly
spread to the second floor, where
students and teachers were hav-
ing classes organized by Bovi
Education, a training institution.
Because of security nets and
advertising boards outside the
classrooms, they were unable to
escape in time, resulting in an
increase in casualties.

The investigation team also
found that the owner of the
building had illegally rented out
the busement floor, where con-
struction of the cold storagge facil-
ity was underway, and the
hullding’s fire prevention meas-
ures were insufficient.

Furthermore, the team found
that the eduocational training
institution and hotel were dper-
ating in violation of regulations,
and relevant local authorities
had failed to carryv out their
supervision duties,

In an interview with Xinhua
News Agency, the team suggested
enhancing the safely manage-
ment of cold storage by regulat-
ing the planning, site selection
and on-site construction of such
facilities. It also asked for
strengthened management of
major places where multiple
businesses operate.

Efforts should also be made to
promote the installation of "one-
click alarm”™ devices in crowded
aress  and near  evacustion
routes, enabling a single press to
trigger bullding-wide alarms to
enable prompt response by all
occupants, the team said.

It slso addressed issues such as
congested evacuation routes,
poorly maintained fire safety
facilities, inadequate safety exits,
and potential hazards such as
unauthorized security nets and
advertisement boards.

Several senior afficials and oth-
ers responsible for the fire have

been punished. according to
authorities.

They include Ren Zhufeng,
vice-governor of Jiangxi in charge
of safe production and civil air
defense work, who was given a
diseiplinary warning within the
Communist Party of China for
failing to supervise fire preven-
tion in the basement where the
blaze occurred.

Chen Min, secretarv-generil of
the CPC Jianga Provincial Com-
mittee and former vice-governor
of Jiangxi in charge of housing
and  urban-rural  development,
was given a severe disclplinary
warning within the Party togeth-
er with Sun Hongshan, vice-gov-
ernor of Jiangxi in charge of
education.

The results were submitted by
the Central Commission for Dis-
cipline Inspection of the Commu-
nist Party of China.

Public security organs in Jinng-
xi have initinted investigations
against 10 individuals suspected
of serious accident liability
of construction of the cold stor-
age facility and the educational
institute

The discipline inspection and
supervision organs in Jianga
have conducted serious accounta-
bility probes against 55 officials
suspected of violating discipline
and laws in the incident, China
Central Television reported.

Three officials are under inves.
tigation for serious violations of
discipline and laws as well as
dutv-related crimes. Two of those
cases were transferred 1o procu-
ratorial organs for review and
prosecution.

Additionally, 52 officials in rele
vant departments who were linked
o negligence and dereliction of
duty in the incldent were pun-
ished, with most being removed
from their posts.

Political

L.ens

Xi stresses cultivating
more officials for Xinjiang

X1 Jinping, general secretary of
the Communist Party of China Cen-
tral Cormmittee, has emphasized
further cultivating loval, upright,
responsible and high-caliber offi-
cials for the Xinjiang Uvinur autono-
mnis region.

Xi. who is also Chinese president
and chalrman of the Central Mili-
tary  Commission, made the
remnarks in an ingtruction upon the
70th anniversary of a training pro-
gram for ethnic officials in Xinjlang
under the Party School of the CPC
Central Committes.

He pointed out that the training
program has played an important
role in strengthening the ranks of
officials, boosting economic and
socidl development, and promoting
social stability and long-ternm securi-
tv in Xinjiang over the past 70 vears.

Emphasizing the need to fully and
fithfully implement the Party’s pol-
ey for the governance of Xinjiang,
Xi called for effors to foster astrong
sense of community for the Chinese
nation throughout the process of
the training program.

[t is important to strengthen
resesrch on the basie theories and
key issues of ethnic affairs and
improve the quality and effective-
ness of the training program, he sajd.

Xi's instruction wis read out by
Chen Xi president of the Party
School of the CPC Central Commit-
tee and the National Academy of
Governance, at a svmposium held
on Saturday to murk the training
programs anniversary,

XINHTA

PV: Subsidies,
tanfts signs of
a US double
standard

From page I

They said that Chinese-made
solar and wind power equipment
hias fucilitated the widespread pdogp-
tion of affordable renewable energy
worldwide, contributing to a global
ghift toward green development,
adding that collaboration among
global economiecs is essential for
mutual gains in the sector

Cui Fan, an international trade
professor at the University of Inter-
national Business andd Economies in
Bedjing, said that policy interven-
tions are necessary globally to
address market flaws in advancing
new energy. Solely relving on mar-
ket forces could significantly delay
global decarbonization progress by
20 1o 30 years, which would be ont
of syne with the pace of global green
initiatives, he added.

“However, in the WTO frame-
wurk, subsidies must adhere to spe-
cific conditions, including avoiding
unjust discrimination. The US
Inflation Reduction Act breaches
this by favoring US products over
Chinese imports,” Cui said.

Lin Bogiang, head of the China
Institute for Studies in Encrgy Poli-
cy at Xiamen University, said that
the US' high subsidies for its new
energy industry, as well as its con-
sistent ralsing of lariffs on Chinese
goods under anti-subsidy protexts,
showcase a US double standard,

Sonrg Han, assistant vice-president
al GCL Technology Holdings, said
the US' contradictory actions of
restricting imports under anti-subsi-
dy pretests while heavily supporting
domestic solar industries were

Lin said: "Although the US has
eontinuously raised trade barriers,
it has limited impact on the Chinese
solar industry, as Chinas direct
exports to the US are relatively
small. Chinese companies have
diversified investments globally,
forging stronger ties with Europe,
the Middle East and other regions to
explore new opportunities”

The IS was not among the top 10
markets for China% solar module
exports in the first half of this vear,
while Europe amnd Asia collectively
gecounted for over 80 percent of
these paports, gecording w the China
Photovoltaic Industry Association.
Solar modules accounted for 87 per-
cent of Chinas total PV product
exparts in terms of valoe, it added
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Bumper catch

Fish lzap out of the waterasa
fishing net i1s drawn in at Xian-
nyu Lake in Xinyu, iangxl prov-
ince, on Sunday, when over S0
metric tons of bighead carp and
siiver carp were caught. The fish
were promptly sent to markets
acrosis the country, in provinces
including Zheflang, Fufian and
Henan, ZHAD CHUNLIANG / FOR CHINA
DALY

By XU FAN
ryfoniiehinadntly cont.en

Actress Tian Hua, 96, was awand-
ed the national honorary title of Peo-
ples Artist this month in an order
stgned by President Xi Jinping
ahead of the 75th anniversary of the
founding of the People’s Republic of
China

The order also awarded national
medals and honorary titles to 14
other individuals recomized for
their outstanding contributions to
the commtry’s development

Born into a poor family in Hebei
province, Tians life changed in
1940, when at the age of 12 she was
captivated by a stage drama per-
formed by an Eighth Route Army
art troupe in the Jin-Cha-Ji border
region, which now encompasses
Beijing, the provinees of Shanxi and
Hebei, and the Inner Mongolia
AULONOMONS region.

She joined the troupe and
became an actress, touring with it
to perform and boost the morale of
residents and soldiers during the
turbulence of the War of Resist-
ance Against Japanese Aggression
(1931-45) and the War of Liberation
(19465-49). She joined the Commu-
nist Party of China at age 16.

In 1949, Tian
was  given the
role of Xi'er, the
prolagonist  in
The White-Haired
Girl, the coun-
try'’s first revalu-
tionarv-themed
blockbhuster. The
film was based
on & well-known
folk tale depicting a tenant farm-
er’s daughter being oppressed by o
lecherous landiord, compelling her
to flee and seek in the
mountaing a journey that leads to
her hair turning white,

It was a rainy day in late
autumn when [ learned that 1 had
been selected to play the lead role”
Tian sald in an interview with the
television program Ching Movle
Report. “It was my debut in film
acting.”

Her poverty-stricken {amily
hackground enabled Tian to deliv-
er a4 compelling performance that
garnered nationwide acclaim, That
success paved the way for her to

Tian Hua

star in more acclaimed films,
including Daugliter of the Party
(1958), Logal Army Brave Hearts
(19683) and fn and Out of Court
(1950).

In the late 1980s. Tian worked as
head of the peformers” troupe at
the August First Film  Studio,
showeasing her passion for both
the stage and the silver screen. The
veteran artist has always focused
on staving connected with the peo-
ple and immersing herself in their
lives, considering it the key to
delivering convineing performan-
cies in her films,

Pan Yilin, & TV anchor and
director who has known Tian for
28 years, told China Daily, “Sheisa
highly respected artist and is
praised by almost evervone who
knows or works with her”

The host of the China Movie
Channel talk-show program Liu
Jin Suit Yue (Gone the Golden Years),
which was launched in 1996 o
interview artists who featured in
clissic movies, Pan has had multi-
ple interviews with Tian and said
he has been impressad by her easy-
going nature and remarkable
Memory,

“1 recall years after our first
interview, she warmly greeted me

by my birth name,” Pan said “It
imade me feel that she §s not just a
big star but more like an old
friend”

He gave one example of Tians
dedication during the filming of The
White-Haired Girl Due to the prim-
itive makeup techniques of the time,
the maKeup artist used a mixture of
gloe and white paint to color Tian's
hair. The process of applving and
removing it was time-consuming,
and the pulling on the scalp was

“Despite these challenges, she
persisted through it all” Pan said

In 2017, Pan produced the docu-
mentary ¥Yan Yuan (Once Upon a
Time), which chronicled the artis.
tic careers and cinematic influence
of the top 22 movie stars, including
Tian, since the founding of New
China. The list was selected by
major studios based on a proposal
by then premier Zhou Enlal in
1962,

Pan said the documentary sought
to preserve the ol history of early
Chinese cinema, because esteemed

elderly artists like Tian could act as

beacons, illuminating the path for
future generations and inspiring
voung talent to pursue their dreams
and passions.

Municipality makes life easier for foreign talent

By ZHOU WENTING in Shanghal
shousoentingdochinadaily.com.on

Shunghai issued 13 measures on
Friday o improve services for over-
seqs talent attracted to the city.

The measures, unvelled at the
Fourth Shanghni Talent+ Summit,
include streamlined procedures for
obtaining visas, residence permits,
permanent residency, work permits
and financial services. For example,
those who possess doctorates and
others deemed to be outstanding
foreign talent will benefit from
streamlinedd procedures  when
applving for permanent residency.

An official surnamed Liu, who is

in charge of services for foreign
experts at the Shanghai Municipal
Burean of Talent Work, sald that
evervone from overseas who
warked in Shanghad used (o have to
o to two different government
departments to apply for a foreign-
er's work permit and a residence
permit

Liu said the two services were
combined at one window scveral
years ago for category A talent, and
that will now be extendad to all tal-
ent from overseas.

Category A talent includes those
who are emploved by world-Jeading
companies and research institu-
tions, laureates of international

prizes, those who possess innovative
technological inventions or patents,
and postdoctoral fellows below the
fge 40,

The new mensures will also opti-
mize services for expat talent in sci-
entreprencurship, medical care, trav-
¢l and online and social integration.

At the summit, people from
across Shanghai presented husiness
plans in a contest designed to high-
light their innovation and entrepre-
neurship, A section for expats was
included for the first time this year.

“Shanghai is a role model in
inspinng entrepreneurs from home
and abroad to put their business

plans into reality in a positive and
speedy wiay” said Benoit Dubuis,
president of the Swiss Academy of
Engineering  Sciences and  also
director of the Sino-Swiss Institute
af Advanced Technology at Shang-
hai University, which is promoting
the integration of some cutting-edge
diseiplines, including microelec-
tronies, biomedicine and artificial
intelligence.

“Many businesses launched by
expats in Shanghai increase invest-
ment or Invest in other entrepre-
neurial projects if they succeed”
Dubuis said. “This part is critical to
the development of the local busi-
ness environment”

reen action
plan unveiled

in Shanghai

Energy systems and technologies for
carbonreduction are emphasized

By SHI JING in Shanjhni
whiing i chinoadedy.com.cn

Shanghai is advancing toward
greener development and high-
quality growth, but further
efforts are needed in energy sup-

ply, institutional arrangements

and technological innovation,
according to officials and experts.
Their comments followed the
release of the citys action plan for
a green and low-carbon transi-
tion between 2024 and 2027,
which was announced by the
municipal government recently.
Ender the plan, Shanghai aims
to have an installed photovoltaic

capacity of 45 million kilowatts

by the end of 2027 and will pro-
mote the construction of its first
deep-sea wind power facilities
By 2027, 75 percent of transporta-
tion in the citys central area
should be green, with buses and
taxis transitioning 1o new enetgy
vehicles by next vear. Additional-
Iy, over half of new individual car
purchases are expected to be
NEVs by 2027

Energy-saving renovations will
cover an additional 20 million
saquare meters of building space
by 2027, supplementing the 30
million square meters slated for
upgrades by the end of the 14th
Five-Year Plan (2021-25),

China Baowu Steel Group Corp's
Shanghai production base aims to
rese more than 15 percent of stegl
sCerap by next vear as part of its car-
bon reduction efforts. Kev materi-
als promoting carbon neutrality
will also be prioritized in Shang-
hai'’s chemical industrial parks.

To support these goals, the plan
emphasizes the development of
future-oriented energy svstems
and frontier technologies for car-
bon reduction.

Financial institutions are
encouraged to expand green
credit, bonds, insurance and oth-
¢r financing options, while the
city's carbon trading mechanism
will be further refined to spur
innovation.

Huang Weiguang, a researcher
at the Shanghai Advanced Insti-
tute of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, noted that advancing
the green transition is erucial for
Shanghai's high-quality growth
and addressing the resource and
environmental constraints faced
by the megacity. He called for top-
down green design initatives

B

The key to that
transition lies in
building a new

pOwWer supply
system centered on
new energies.”

Huang Zhen, head of the
Reasearch Institute of Carbon

Neutrality at Shanghai Jiao
Tong University

across buildings, industries and
urban planning.

Huang Zhen, head of the
Research Institute of Carbon
Neutrality at Shanghai Jiao Tong
University, stressed the impor-
tance of reducing coal dependen-
¢y and shifting new energies
from being alternative sources to
primary energy supplies

“The key to that transition les
in building a new power supply
system centered on new ener-
gles” he said

Lin Han, vice-president of
Shanghai Treasure Carbon New
Energy Environmental Technoln-
gv Co, said that Chinese export
companies must now adhere to
international green trade rules
and carbon emissions disclo-
sures, adding new costs but creat-
ing opportunities for third-party
service providers.

Zheng Guanghong, an official
at the Shanghai Science and
Techinology Commission, noted
the city's recent advancements in
clean energy, smart power grids,
encrgy storage and bydrogen fuel
cells,. However, he emphasized
the need for increased energy-re-
lated research to drive break-
through technologies.

By mid-August, Shanghai’s
instilled photovoltaic capacity
had reached 348 million Kilo-
watts, while wind power capacity
stood at 1.07 million kilowatis
according to data from the
Shanghai Municipal Develop-
ment and Reform Commission
The city boasts 400 million
sgnare meters of green buildings.
including 14 million square
meters of ultra-low energy con-
sumption struetures. Over L4l
million NEVSs are in use in Shang-
hai, supported by nearly 840,000
charging stations.
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EARLY DETECTION AND INTERVENTION CAN SAVE LIVES
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Looking

for work

Students participate
in a job falr at South-
east University in
MNanjing Jiangsu
province. on Satur-
day. Mare than 300
companies and
ingtitutions from
across the country.
including research
ingtihutes and enter-
prises engaged in
industries such as
information tachnol-
agy and intelligent
manufacturing,
attended the event
and offsred over
38,000 job=. yAn: BO 2
CHINA NEWS SERVICE

Chinese
magnet
sets world
record

HEFEI — Chinese scientists used
an independently developed resist-
ive magnet on Sunday to produce a
steady magnetie fiold of 42,02 tes.
la, equivalent to over 800,000
times the Earths magnetie field,
breaking a seven-year-old world
record set by the United States.

The milestone achievement by
the High Magnetic Field Laborato-
ry at the Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences’ Hefel Institutes of Physical
Science is expected to drive scien-
tific discoveries and applications
in a wide range of technological
fields.

The previous record of 414 tesla
was sel by the US National High
Magnetic Laboratory in 2017,

A steady high magnetic field is
an extreme experimental condi-
tion that can serve as a powerful
kool for scentific research. In the
experimental environment of a
high magnetic field, the properties
of matter can be manipulated.
which is conducive w scientists
dizcovering new phenomena and
exploring new laws of matter,
eXperts said

High magnetic fields can also
spur-applications in fields such as
¢lecttomagnetic metallorgy  and
chemical reaction synthesis, and
espectally in the widespread usage
of nuclear magnetic resonance
technology in medical seience,

Pue to its significant value in
various fields such as physics,
chemistry, material science and
life science, a stendy high magnetic
ficld has been referred o as the
“cradle” of the Nobel Prizes,

The new achievement results
from nearly four vears of efforts by
the research team, which invalvid
innovating magnetic structures
and optimizing manufacturing
processes, sald Euang Guangli,
gcademic director of the High
Magnetie Field Laboratory.

RKuane sald the breakthroueh
could meet users’ needs for o fast,
regulated and stable high magnet-
ic field, provide scientists with
powerful  experimental condi-
tions, and lay a Key technological
foundation for China's construc-
tion of higher-field steady mag-
nets.

There are three Wpes of steady-
state magnets: resistive magnets,
superconducting magnets, and
lvbrid magnets that combine the
other two types,

The Hefel laboratory produced a
steady field of 45.22 tesla with a
hvbrid magnet in 2023, setting a
world record for all working mag-
nets.

"Resistive magnets and super-
conducting magnets are both “sin-
gles masters, while a hyvbrid
magnet is a ‘mixed-doubles combi-
nation]” Kuang said, making a
comparison between  magnet
development and table tennis.

“In 2022, we won the mixed-dou-
bles championship with compre-
hensive advantiages, Today, we won
the singles”

XINHUA—CHINA DAILY

erts hopetul after
WorldSkills success

Achievements could alter negative
perceptions about vocational path

By WANG MINGJIE in Londai
senEn iy
raril.chimadailynk.com

Chinas dominance at the 47th
WaorldSkills Competition in Lvon,
France, has reinforced its commit-
ment to fostering skills-based
careers and recognizing the value
of vocational education, experts
sakl

Chinese participants took home
36 gold, nine silver and four bronze
medals, along with eight medal-
lions for excellence at the competi-
tion held eardier this month. With a
delegation of 68 contestants, China
had the largest number of entries
across all 59 skill disciplines, high-
lighting its leadership in the global
vocational skills arena

One  standout was Zhang
Yupeng, who won the gold medal
in the jewelry event.

He described the competition as
the most challenging experience of
his life, citing the intense pressure,
Nevertheless, he was the only com-
petitor o complete all assigned
tasks, including creating a bird-
themed hairpin featuring Chinese
cultural elements.

Zhang, who teaches jewelry
desizn and manufacturing at Bei-
jing Arts & Design Technology
Institute, said he found his pas-
sion by observing skilled artisans,

“There were several times when
| thought about giving up due to
unexpected difficulties, | worked
for about five yvears, logging over
18,000 hours of practice,” he said.
“From knowing nothing to
becoming a national-level expert,
it feels like a dream. Truly, skills
can change one’s destiny, and suc-
cess through skills 1= nttainable”

Shawna Bourke, director of mr-
keting and communications il
WorldSkills International, praised
Chinas  systematic approach to
developing skilled talent.

“China unses the WorldSkills
Oceupational Standards to skill up
millions of young skilled people,
creating a high level of talent and a

pipeline for success in internation-
al skills competitions,” she said.

The competition has  also
playved a key role in elevating the
status of trade skills, according to
Simon  Field, an independent
expert on skills and director of
Skills Policy, a consultancy in Lon-
don. Feld pointed out the challen-
ges many countries, including
China, face in encouraging voung
people to pursue skilled trades
rather than traditional academic
priths.

“One of the great achlevements
of World Skills is to enhance the
suttus of trade skills by treating
them as Olympic sports” he said. "l
think Chinn’s achievements in
WorldSkills should transiate into a
vitluahly enhanced view of voca-
tional education and training in
China™

Historically, fields such as law
and fAinance have been seen as the
most aspirational career paths for
graduates in China, However,
experts suggest Chinas recent
suceess in vocational competi-
tions could lead to a =shift in this
mindset.

Thm Harper, a China specialist at
the University of East London, said
that China%s achievements at
WorldSkills reflect the country’s
broader push toward technologi-
eal development.

*China’s recent sucress in the
WorldSkills Competition can serve
as an indicaton of the priovities for
China'’s future development, which
has placed a greater emphasis on
technieal skills and advancid tech-
nologies and less emphasis on
more financial fields” he sakd. "As
China evolves, more practical skills
will gain greater traction among
voung Chinese.”

He added that the competition
mirrors the government’s efforts
to develop technological expert-
ise, with the vounger generation
at the forefvont of the transforma-
tion, moving wway from tradition-
al academic paths towand skills-
based careers.

Cao Xuebing, a lecturer in
human resource management at
Eeele University in  Keele,
England. said: “*China’s achieve-
ments at the Lyon competition
will no doubt provide a unique
experience in developing voca-
tional education that can be
shared by other countries.

“Its proof that the countrys
strategic investment into voca-
tional education over the past few
decades has pald off, and the sue-
eess has far-reaching implications
for socloeconomic development
because skilled labor, which is cen-
tral to developing human capital,
i Kev for a country 1o gain a com-
petitive advantyge on the world
staee”

Wang Qing, a professor of mar-
keting and innovation at Warwick
University in Coventry, England,
echoed Cin's remarks,

s no surprise thit China per-
formed so well” she said. "The
eountry has ample resources, expe-
rience and an efficient svstem for
stlecting and training outstanding
candidates for international com-
petitions like WorldSkills™

While Wang agrees that China’s
focns on vocational careers is gain-
ing momentum, she cautions that
mare work is needed.

“The shift from an overempha-
sis on the highly competitive
national  higher  education
entrance exams to a more skills-
based career approach is still in its
early stages. This i= a much-need-
ed change for the sustainable
development of China'’s economy,”
she said,

Wang emphasized that while the
accolides from the WorldSkills
Competition may inspire yvoung
people, changing the deep-rooted
bellef that university degrees are
superior to vocational education
will take time.

"These wwards should have
some positive impact on young
preople’s career aspimtions, but
there is still a long way to go in
terms of changing peoples long-
held beliefs abouat the value of uni-
versitics VEISUS voeational
education and carcer paths” she
added

Digital publishing
industry in China
growing rapidly

By CHEN BOWEN in Hajkouy
chenbowers (@ chinadaily comen

The digital publishing industry
in China 15 experiencing rapid
growth amnd high-gquality produc-
tivity, as revealed in the 2023-2024
annual report on Chinas digital
publishing industry,

The report was unveiled at the
Hth China International Digital
Publishing Expo, which Kicked off
in Haikou, Hainan province, on
Saturday,

Arcording to the report, China’s
digital publishing industry earned
an estimated 1.8 trillion yuan
(£229 hilllon) in revenue last vear,
up 19 percent from 2022

Intemet  advertising.  online
gaming, online education and dig-
ital music continue W lead the
industry in terms of revenue. Last
year, intermet advertising saw 719
billion yuan in revenue. online
gaming raked in 303 billion yuan,
anline education carned 288 bil-
liom vuan and digital music netted
191 bitlion yuan.

The report highlighted the
growth of same digital publish.
ing sectors, with intermet periodi-
cals, ebhooks and digital
pewspapers generating a com-
bined revenue of 11.3 billion yuan
in 2023, an 8.56 percent year-on-
year increase.

Digital publishing offers a
wealth of possibilities for vibrant
storvielling and engaging readers
in new ways, according to Wang
Qing. chairman of the Central Chi-
na Publishing and Media Invest-
ment Holding Group.

Wang noted that the process of
digitization s shaping new con-
tent seenarios within the publish-
ing industry. Compared to
traditional publishers, digital plat-
forms provide unique advantages
in terms of content activation, user
reach and fostering & return (o
reading.

“Publishing companies must
capture dita through their servi-
ces and let this data empower
them to provide even better servi-
ces” he added.

Virginie Clayssen, president of
the digital commission at the
French Publishers Assoclation.
agreed that publishers should
embrace digital transformation
to become leading providers of
high-guality digital books. She
saicl that technology playvs a vital
role in “resurrecting” out-of-
print books and making forgot-
ten literary heritage accessible to
a wider audience.

Zhou Qing, chairman of Sich-
uan Xinhua Publishing Group,

&

In the future, Al will
serve asatool for
empowering the
publishing industry,
and the industry will
also become a

supplier of language
daia for artificial

intelligence.”

Zhou Qing, chairman of Sich-
uan Xinhua Publishing Group

said that in the era of artificial
intelligence, the industry is
evolving into a service industry
centered  around  data, algo-
rithms and compuling power.
With its vast accumulation of
content resources over its lang
development, the traditional
publishing industry is well-posi-
tioned to transform from contemt
resources to  digital products
through the establishment of
lirge models.

“In the future, Al will serve as a
ol for empowenng the publish-
ing industry, and the industry will
also become a supplier of language
data for artificial intelligence,” he
said. “The two will form an eco-
nomic community where technol-
ogy and content are integrated,
and input and output are mutually
doving.”

The publication of online litera-
tute in China s flourizhing, the
report said. In December, the
number of onling literature read-
ers reached a record 537 million,
and the mumber of online literary
works exceeded 36 million, with
over 24 milllon authors contribut-
ing content.

The emerging online animation
sector also showed strong devel-
opment momentum  last vear,
achieving revenue of 36 billlon
VUL

A focus an producing high-qual-
ity content, using premium
resources and engaging in deep
development efforts bas led to the
creation of top-notch animated
works and the establishment of
well-known brand systems.

“Through  robust  market
reseanch and clear user profiling,
the industry has enhanced the tar-
geting and applicability of its ¢con-
tent, paving the way for the
industrialization and high-quality
development of online anima-
ton,” the report said.

A child experiences writing with a Chingse calligraphy brush on
a digital screen at the 14th China International Bipgital Publishing
Expein Hainan province on Saturday. PROVIDED TG CHINA DAILY

Event marks one-year countdown to biosphere reserve congress

BY CHEN YE in Hangzhou
chempeimchinadatly.com.n

UNESC(Os Fifth World Con-
gress of Biosphere Reserves, to be
held in China next vear, will pro-
vide a4 model and an exemplar for
the World Netwark of Biosphere
Reserves, experts and officials
said at an event in Hangzhou, Zhe-

Jiang provinee, over the weekend

to mark the one-year countdown
b the congress.

On the sidelines of the event
held in the city’s Linan district,
Antonio Abreu, director of the
Division of Ecological and Earth
Sciences in the Natural Sciences

Sector of UNESCO and Secretary
ofthe MAB Programme, inspected
the former Tianmushan Bio-
sphere Reserve last vear.

He said the experience gave
him high expectations for next
veurr's congress and council meet-
ing.

*China is really expressing the
reliationship between man and
nature,” he saich “Here, we see the
full dimensions of nature conser-
viation, scientific understanding
and knowledge, while also bring-
ing together landscape concerns,
water management, and integrat-
ing heritage and culture,

“It= impressive, both in terms of

the way things are being done and
the strategic planning and con-
ceptual approach involved.”

The congresses, held every 10
years, are the largest international
conferences in the Man and the
Biosphere Programme.

The fifth congress — the first in
the Asig-Pacific region — will take
place in Hangzhou from Sepl 22 to
27 next vear.

The four previous congresses
have been held in Minsk, Belarus;
Seville and Madrid, Spain; and
Lima, Peru,

“T am sure that it wiil be a land-
mark event for the Man and the
Biosphere Programme, and [ ¢an-

not think of a better place to design
and envision the future” Abreu
gakl. “Led by UNESCO and China,
all nations of the world can work
together to shape the next 10-vear
stratesy”

The Tianmushan Biosphere
Reserve was designated by the
International Coordinating Coun-
il of the Man and the Biosphere
Programme in 1996, and was the
first reserve in Zhejiang to be
included in the World Network of
Biosphere Reserves,

In July, it was extended from 43
square kilometers to 547 sq km,
and now incorporates the Qingli-
angteng National Nature Reserve,

which also forms part of the Tian-
mu Mountain Range, and s
name wis changed accordingly.

The expansion will enhance the
integrity of the reserve’s eeosys-
12T

“Applying for  expansion
requires submitting a series of
findings, including biodiversity
characteristics, species status, and
community planning, which typi-
cally involves a long process.” said
Han Qunli, & member of the advi-
sory commitiee of the Chinese
National Committee for the Man
and the Biogphere Programme,
"However, Linan achieved this in
Just two vears.”
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Vietnamese student fulfills Chinese dream

Postgraduate at Wuhan university hosts Mandarin courses online for parents and children

By ZHOU LIHUA, LIUKUN
i Wik and PENG CHAO

Nezuyen Thi Phuoc, a Vietnamese
student gt Zhongnan University of
Economics and Law in Wuhan,
Hubei provinee, will graduate next
vear, fulfilling her decade-long
dream of earning 2 postgraduoate
degree in internationn] Chinese lan-
guage education,

Born and maised in Bac Ninh prov-
ince, home to many lange Chinese
emterprises, Phuoe and her friends
often met Chinese people. They
shared photos of Chinese scenery
and cuising, which aroused their
curiosity and led them to choose Chi-
nese language as their major in uni-
vergity. “Mastering Mandarin often
means more job opportunities.” she
sald, noting that her cousins had also
followed this pathe

Upon graduating from Hanol
Open University in 2015, Phuoe ini-
tially planned to continue her studies
in Chinese language. However, China
Railway Sixth Group offered hera job
as a transiator, 5o she decided to start
woarking first. At work, Phuoc wit-
nesseid most of the construction pro-
vess of Vietnam’s first light rail, from
the piling stage to the final decora-
tion. “This job was a bit challenging
for me, £8 I'm not only dealing with
unfimiliar vocabulary, but also with
niMy things that have never appeansd
in Vietnaun,” she said.

At first, she couldn't tell “station
hall” from “station platform’, since
both “hall”™ and “platform”™ in Viet-
namese refer to public places where
people wait. But they are completely
different in the engineering budgel
sheet. “When the light rall was first
introduced in Vietnam, the language

i -;i. y

Smdents plar.r hmnhnﬂ flutes at Yinshan ethnic primary school in
Yuping county, Guizhou provinee, on Aug 7, MU PANKLE / XINHUA

Sound of bamboo flute
imparts cultural legacy

GUIYANG — Each day after
completing her homework dur-
ing the summer vacation, Xia
Meng, a student at Yinshan eth-
nic primary school, devotes most
of her time to practicing the bam-
boo flute.

Just a month ago, her primary
school introduced a distingtive

interlude to the school day — a
bamboo fute ensemblie. Over
2500 students, dressed in

vibrant traditional attire, came
together to perform a collective
flute piece. As a novice, Xia found
herself enchanted by the skill of
her peers,

Xia's school is nestled in Yap-
ing Dong autonomous county in
Southwest China's Guizhou prov-
ince. Known as the “hometown
of the Chinese bamboo flute”, the
county is home to nearly 30
enterprises and workshops dedi-
cated to the production of Yuping
bamboo flutes.

According to local cultural
experts; the county’s tradition of
erfting bamboo flutes  dates
back to the Ming Dynasty (1368-
164¢). Made from indigenous
bamboo, each flute undergoes
more than 30 meticulous pro-
gesses, including selection, shap-
ing, engraving, grinding and
tuning, hefore it reaches its final
form.

As an emblem of traditional
handmade musical instraments,
the Yuping bamboo flute eamed
the gold meédal at the Panama-Fa-
cific International Exposition
held in San Franeisco in 1915
This achievement marked it as
one of the first Chinese ethme
musgical instruments to recelve
internationg) acclaim.

In 2006, the techniques of
making Yuping bamboo flutes
were inseribed in the inaugural
list of China’s national intangible
cultural heritages.

To better preserve and pro-
mote the eraft and the rich ethnie
culture it embodies, the county
has béen creating more opporii-
nities for the younger generation
to engage with this ancient art,
from learning about the flies to
crafting and plaving them.

Recently, stidents from Yup-
ing Secondary Vocational School
were invited 1o the county’s flute
museum to view its rich collec-
tion.

During their visit. Zheng Jin-
cheng, the museum curator,
shared the historical narratives

3

The bamboo flute
hasinspired a
growing number of
youngsters like meto
safeguard and carry
forward this cultural
legacy."

Yang Sitong, sturent rom the
Yuping Secondary Vocational
Schonol

and profound memories associ-
ated with the flutes, allowing the
voung visitors to appreciate their
evalution and the allire of their
ethnic culture.

The enthusiasm of the younger
generution has also inspired
voung teachers to participate. In
a bamboo flute class for sixth
grade students at Yinshan ethnie
primary school, 33-yvear-old Yao
Sha taught the students how to
perform a Chinese folk song on
the bamboo {Tute.

Bevond a traditional musical
instrument, the Yuping bamboo
flute has also become an exqui-
site work of art. Artisans engrave
dragons, phoenixes, landscapes
and poetry onto the flutes. One
Incal erafisman even nscribed
The Thowsand Character Classic, a
Chinese poem used as a primer
for teaching Chinese characters
to children in ancient China,
onto a single flute.

As a local training ground for
artisans, the Yuping Secondary
Vocational School boasts a spe-
ctalized workshop for fute pro-
duction and offers a range of
courses on flute culture. This
special curriculum has helped
the students deepen their under-
standing of flute culture and
keep performance skills alive —
and relevant.

“When I visited the musenm, |
saw poems engraved on the
flutes, which showeased the
extensive and profound culture
of the Yuping bamboo flute,” sald
Yang Sitong, a student from the
vocational school. “The bamboo
flute has inspired a growing
number of youngsters like me Lo
safecuard and carry forward this
cultural legacy.”

XINHUA

Wis nol yet pre-
pared for it. There
fore, experts from
both China and
Vietnom  worked
together 1o come
up with Vietnam-

Nguyen Thi ese tminslations to

Phitoc address this issue”
Phuooe said.

Following  the

completion of the light rall line in
2021, Phuoe: moved to Wohan, where
she established an online group to
teach Mandann to Viethamease par-
ents and their children, amid the
prowing intenst in lerning Maind-
rinamong her fellow citizens.

The online group has grown o
over 2,000 active members who regu-
Lardy engage in daily language leun-
ing activities. They share nursery
rhymies and gmded readings, and

Ofhcer continues duties despite serious

By LI PEIXUAN
fpetruin 2 ofdnadaily.com.on

“If such a situation arises again, as
a police officer. T will rush to handle
it again.” sald Xu Donghua, who in
Mirch 2019 had his thumb shiced off
and sustained serious injuries
requiring over 100 stitches while
tryving to detain an individual with a
knife who was out of control.

In September 2022, China’s Min-
istry of Public Security awarded him
the title of Second-Class Hero Model
of the National Public Security Sys-
L

Xit, 36, currently serving as an
instructor at Shaxhouba Police Sta-
tion of the Ruijin Public Security
Bureau in Jiangxi provinee, hails
from & family with a long military
tradition.

His grandfather, a retired soldier,
told him many times the moving
stories of his great-grandfather, a
murtyr of the Red Army, who sacri-
ficed his life during the fourth anti
encirclement campittgn e Fujian
prrovinee at age 35 in the early 1930s.

“From a voung age, my dream wis
to beeome a soldier or a police offi-

Pecple stroll artiund a ru,ght market on the banks of ttm Yangtze Riverin Chongging an Aug 13, HEPENGLE) / CHINA NEWS S

some have even formed sub-commu-
nities tailored to different age groups.
The parents also share videos of their
children practicing spoken Chinese
with Phuoc, and ask for advice.

"It makes me feel 5o happy to see
the children reading aloud with
enthusiasm and vividness” she said.

To pursue further studies in Chi-
nese  language educaton, Phuoe
applied for and reveived a Chinese
government scholarship last year to
stucly at Zhongnan University of Eco-
nomics and Law:

Her family was hesitant to support
her academic pursuits as extensive
reading may further damiage her
already fragile eyesight.

I was hlind for about a vear in my
second vedr of junior high school”
Phuoe said. "Fortunately, I was able to
partially regain my vision through
medication and adjustments.”

cer o protect my country,” Xu sakd.

On March 20, 2018, Xu received a
report that a man had stolen a bon-
ing knife from a meat stall at a mur-
ket in Ruijin.

Immediately rushinge to the scene,
Xu and his colleague saw a man
brandishing the knife. Xu requested
reinfurcements while  decisively
confronting the man,

Using a forked steel pole, Xu
pinned the man against a wall, but
slipped on the wet pavemont. The
man broke free; slashing wildly @t
Xu. Although his colleagues were
able to comtrol the man, Xu was
severely infured.

“Xu was brought into the operat-
ing room coverad in blood, with his
thumb severed and multiple deep
wounds on his face and hands" said
Lin Yuanliang, deputy director of
Ganghou East Fland and Foot Surgi-
¢zl Hospital.

The surgery lasted nearly seven
heirs, requiring over 100 stitches,
Before being wheeled into the oper-
ating room, Xu did not utter a sin-
#le groan but repeatedly asked his
colleagues If the man had been
detained and if any civilians had

Phuoe said the friendly exchanges
between Vietnam and China are a
growing trend, and she hopes to con-
tribute to the development of Chi-
nese-language teaching muterials
and currieula in Vietham,

Starting  this vear, Chinese lan-
guage has been incduded as a compul-
sory subject in the third and foarth
grades in Vietnam, makmg it the fifth
country to incarporate Chinese into
its compulsory education.

While teaching Mandann online to
her fellow citizens, Phuoe often
arranges ;& QRA sessjon whene par-
ents and children can ask her about
China. “They are so curious about
Chinese technology and customes that
they would always come to me with
questions after watching the videos
abowt China that | shared on social
miedia” she sadd,

Phuoo has also noticed a rise in the

Police afficer Xu Dﬁngmm_
PROVIDED TO CHINA DALY

been hurt, according to Lin

“Myv mind was filled with control-
ling the man at the time because he
posed i significant threat to the sur-
rounding people” Xu recalled.

Despite his serious injuries, Xu
did not allow his colleagues to
inform his wife, whao is also a police
officer, as she was still nursing their
one-momtb=old child. “T was afraid
to let her know!” he said.

His wife, Feng Yoanyuian, learned
about his injuries by chance

from her home country

number of Vietnamese companies
sefting up operations in Wuahan

Last year, Phuoc also took up the
study of the gugin. a traditional Chi-
nese musical instrumyent she has long
admired. Despite the initial chinllen-
ges, the serene sounds of the gugin
and the cultural narmtives embed-
ded inits music bring her peace.

Learning the gugin and Mandu-
rin was difficult in the beginning,
but with patience and faith, posi-
tive changes will happen over time,
Phuoe said.

"It was like [ initially thougit
Wuhan locals were quarrelsome,
but later I realized it was the vivaci.
ty and assertiveness stemming
from the citys dock culture” she
acdded.

Contuct the wniters at
pengchao@chinadaily.com.en
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through a post on the Ruljin Public
Security Burepu’s WeChat acoount
and rushed to the hospital. Seeing
her husband eovered in bandages,
she gaid nothing, but wiped his body
with o towel, tears stresming down
her fice. Even Xu couldn't hold back
his tears when seeing his wife.

After more than six months, Xu
said, most of wounds had healed but
the psychological impact lingered.
“In the past. when someone asked
me about the accident, 1 conldn't
talk abott it or éven utter any words
about it”

As time went by, with the support
of his colleagues and frmily, inchud-
ing his wife who studied psycholo-
gv, Xu realized that he must move
on, nol only for himself but for his
children. After more than half a
vear of adjustment, he was finally
able to face the past and work as
usal,

Sinee joining the force, Xu Dang-
hua'’s outstanding performance has
earmed him numerous  honors,
including u first-class personal mer-
it, 4 third-class personal meritand a
third prize from the provincial gov-
ermment.

EHVICE

Vibrant residents boost night economy in ‘furnace city’

CHONGQING — Despite night-
time temperatures hovering above
30 C, the Nanping subdistrict in
Southwest Chinas Chongging
municipality remains bustling, with
hotpot restaurants, cafes and bars
continuing to thrive.

“The Zhenggie and Houbao blocks
in the subdistriet are renowned for
their delicions food and diverse cul-
tural activities, attracting people
from all walks of life to unwind after
work,” said Li Bo, Party secretary of
the Zhengjie block, adding  that
these two areas draw an average of
5,000 visitors daily,

Although the metropolis had
issued several red alerts for heat, the
highest level in the country's color-

coded alert system, people ¢ontin-
ued to ramble along the riverside,
ate hotpot in air-raid shelters and
stepped into bars and cafes to enjoy
the vibrant nightlife.

This has further fueled the thriv-
ing night economy in this south-
western “furmace city”.

Last year, Chongqing’s total retail
sales of consumer goods reached
over 1.5 trillion yuan ($211 billion),
with 60 percent of consumption
oceurring at night

For four consecutive vears, the
city has topped the list of China's top
10 cities with the most influential
night econonles.

In Jiangbet distnet alone, more
than 15,000 shops had been set up in

the night markets as of June, with the
nighttiime economy reaching approx-
imately 45 bilhion yoan.

When discussing  Chongging’s
night economy, night markets and
midnight nacks often come to mind
first. However, the success of Chong-
ging’s thriving night economy is itlso
due 1o s continnous transformation
and enhancement, which integrates
diverse cultural, tourism and enter-
talnment elements into its nighttime
leisure offerings.

“Nightlife is not just about din-
ing. We are now working to create
diverse consumption sceniarios
and enrich the overall consumer
experience, said Lin Mengmeng,
deputy directar of the subdistrict

office of Guanvingiao, 4 mijor
shopping district in Chongqing

For instance, night owls not only
can enjoy gourmet food, fine dnnks
and live musie, but can also guietly
view exhibitions and spend time ina
24-hour library in the popular Jinjie
and Belcang blocks.

Zhang Yongwn, director of the
municipial commission of com-
merce, said that Chongging will
continue Lo provide more high-qual-
ity and affordable consumption
options, promote the development
of its night economy and inject i
steady stream of vitality to stimulate
consumption

NINHUA
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By HOU LIQIANG
howligurng @ chimadoily.com.en

aving engaged with Chi-
na since 1980, intema-
tional advocate for green
development  Martin
Lees is a firsthand witness to how
the country has ttansformed over
the patst 40 years, from being a place
with very few high-rise buildings
and few private cars to a strong
nation seeking to lead the global
charge against climate change.

Having triaveled to China over 100
times, the former United Nations
assistant secrelary general possess-
¢s a profound understanding of the
transformative processes at play
when it comes to the environment,
highlighting the nations fundamen-
tal shift in economic mindset and
how that holds promise for address-
ing the global climate crisis.

Chinas exten-
| sive experiences
in this transfor-
mation have posi-
tioned it as
“absolutely  cen-
tral to having any
chanve of solving
the problem’
according to Lees.
[ts role is particu-
larly crucial in
guiding indebted developing nations
toward enwvironmentally sustainable
development paths, he said in an
exclusive interview with China Daily:

When Lees first visited China, he
was greeted by & scene that would
seem fike a distant memory in
today’s modern age in Beljing, which
“18 hard for voung people to imagine”

Towering skveerapers were fow
amd far between. The streets teemed
with a sea of bicycles and homses and
carts, he recalled. The absence of pri-
vate cars was conspicuous, with only
a handful of official vehicles novigat-
ing the roads.

Back then, “Chinas priorities
were unambiguously  economic
growth and emplovment” and
“environmental damage was con-
sidered to be simply an inevitable
cost of economic growth”, he said.

Despite the country establishing
the Nigtional Environmental Protec-
tion Agency for envinonmental gov-
emnance in 1988, the body didnt
have any great power or influence.
“It was marginal,” he said.

Environmental management was
marginalized also because of the
mindset around the development
trajectory in Western countries,
where they prew thelr economies
and then only worrded about the
environment after they'd become
rich.

But Lees gradually saw a consist-
enit change in that way of thinking, as
an over-a-decade-long debate contin-
ued on the global stage, in which he
was personally imvolved. He tried to
mike it clear that “vou canmot
achieve economic development if
vou wreck your environment”

“China has understood that, and
is probably the first countrv to
understand that,” he said.

The country has understood very
well that it is valnerable to the
impacts of climate change, and the
interest of China in solving this
problem i not just an international
question. bul very much & question
that affects the success of the
domaestic economy, he said.

The gradual shift in thinking first
saw China upgrade the NEPA to the
State  Environmental Protection

Martin Lees

G{@NG GREEN

Editor's note: China Daily iz publishing a series of stories to iflustrate the country’s efforts to achieve carbon peaking ancd carbon neutrality goals.

environmental progress

Country’s ability to swif

CHINA'S LOW-CARBON JOURNEY

Adaptability key to nation's

'tly change course has given it edge in green shift

Electrlmems inspect a lake-based photovaltaic array in Chuzhou,
Anhul provinece, last month. SomG WEIXING 7 FOR CHINA DAILY

An ofl rig in the Wushli 23-5 olifield operates in the Belbu Guif off

Leizhou, Guangdong provinees, in fune, The project is an example of
a greener exploitation of oll. as it is produces no wastawater, HUANG
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Administration, “which was a big
step-up, but still not as powerful as a
minictry”, he said,

However, the country was to roll
oitt i lot more measures in the years
to come, aceording to Lees.

“When the issue ever emerged,
China took decisions which were, |
don't say necessarily unigue, bt
which were very different from the
way this problem was handled in
other countries” he said.

“Therefore, it was very successiul
in my opinion, in tackling the ¢li-
maite change question”

Recognizing confronting climete
change as an ssue that should be
brilt into the whole strategy for eco-

Altay explores renewable energy storage solutions

By ZHAO YIMENG in Adtsy, XinHarg
shaoyimeng @ehinadiaily com.en

Altay prefecture in the northem
part of the Xinjiang Uygar autono-
mous region is taking advantage of
its natural resources to develop
renewable energy, and is fust becom-
ing & hub for wind and solar projects.

While the region is traditionafly
known for livestock farming, with
cattle and sheep roaming its vast
grasslands, Altays rise to promi-
nence as a leader in clean energy is
contributing to the region’s econom-
i¢ development.

Figures released by Altay show
that it ranks third in Xinjiang for
hydropower, with a capacity of .54
million kilowatts, and fourth for
both wind energy, with a potential
capacity of 39.5 million kilowatts,
and solar power, which can generate
up 1o 505.5 million Kilowatis.

Wang Shaojie, deputy diréctor of
the prefecture’s development and
reform bureau, said that as of July,
Altay’s total power generation
reached 7.78 billion kilowatt-hours,

with green éectricity making up
92,7 percent of the output, Flalf of
the energy produced in Altay is
exported o other parts of the eoun-
try, he said.

Therein lies an issue for the pre-
fecture, in that due loits sparse pap-
ulation and lack of industrial
demand, it produces more green
energy than it needs. As a result,
renrwable projects in the prefecture
are pursuing ways of better storing
electricity, more efficiently export-
ing electricity to places outside the
prefecture and smart managemoent
in power generation.

China General Nuclear Power
Corporations Jeminay Integrated
Energy Project in Altay is looking
Imo new ways w address the jssues
around s=olar and wind energvs
intermittence and unpredictability
by developing smart gnd manage-
ment, storage and load distribution
solutions.

Xu Yong, deputy director of oper-
ations at CGN New Energy's Xinji-
ang branch, sald power grids in
China operate mainly on a “supply-

follows-demand™ model, where the
power supply increases as demand
grows. However, this model has
struggled to cope with the fluctiat-
ing nature of wind energy.

“Our integrated system aims to
ensure better alignment between
supply and demand while maximiz-
ing the use of clean energy, It helps
mitigate the volatility of renewable
eneriy production, ensuring a more
stable and efficient power grid” Xu
siid.

The project’s construction scale is
400,000 kilowatts, with 390,000
kilowntts coming fram wind power
and 10,000 kilowats from solar
power. It begin construction in
Aungust 2022 and was connected to
the grid at the end of last year.

Onee fully operational, the project
is expected 1o generate 1.26 billion
kilowatt-hours of clean energy
annuadly, equivalent to reducing
standard coal consumption by
approximately 380,000 tons amnd
carbon dioxide emissions by 1.25
milliom tons, he added.

Pumped storage has become a

Wind power is generated on the
mountains of Altay, Xinjlang

Uygur autonomous reglon
ZHAD YIMENG / THINA DALY

good method for minaging excess
clean energy in Altay, &5 water can
be pumped 1o a higher reservolr
while there is low electricity
demand and released to generate
power during peak times.

Zuo Xingcheng project manager
of 4 pumped storage power station
in Burgin, said that using water and
gravity is an effective storage solu-
tion. “The project acts like a giant
power bank, storing green electrici-

nomic growth, he sald, China has
adopted an all-of-government mech-
anism in which a premier-headed
leading group consisting of all minis-
tries coneerned was estahlished.

The leading group Lees mentioned
was lnunched in 2007 wath 30 minis-
tries and commissions as its mem-
bers. Its remit is to respond to climate
change, conserve energy and reduce
emissions. Similar leading groups
were alsd set up in all provineial
regions across the country,

“So they put the climate issue right
st the com of government strutegy ... |
think that was very different from
most countries who considered oli-
miate to be an epvironment problem

ty generated from wind and sun-
light for peak times of consump-
thon,” he said.

Once operational next vear, it will
significantly enhance the regional
power grids capadty and facilitate
the consumption of renewable ener-
gy, saving approximately 727000
tons of standard coal and reducing
carbon dioxide emissions by about
219 million tons annually, Zuo said.

The region plans to support key
enterprises and industrial parks in
increasing their green energy con-
sumption ratios, while atiracting
high-energy load industries regard-
ing big data and computing infra-
structure to enhance clean energy
absorption. he said.

Excess penewable energy is being
used to support the recent increase
in tourism 1o Altay on the back of
the popular TV series To the Wonder;
which is set in the prefecture.

Jilin New Village in Habahe coun-
ty, where an joonie scene of the
series tikes place, has seen a signifi-
cant increase in tourists since the
shows debut in May. The State
Cirid’s power supply company in the
county has taken steps 0 ensure
safe and reliable electricity for the

village's guesthouses,
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and put it into the emvironment min-
istry where of course there was no
power to solve the problem,” e said.

Lees  deseribed the significant
leapfrog in the countrys envirnon-
miental industry following the shift
in thinking.

When he proposed the develop-
ment of an environmental industry
to Chinese authorities in the 1990s,
“they didn’t understand what the
hell I was talking about”, he said.

But after he talked with officials
from the State Environmental Pro-
tection Administration, the adminis-
tration decided to convene a
conference themed on this strange
term, which resulted in an item in the
10th Five-Year Plan (2001-05) to start
the process of building emironmen-
ial industries in China, he said.

Owver only a short period, e said
solar and wind power, electne vehi-
cles and environmental technolo-
gies have become major parts of
China’s economy,

“T just want to underline how
thinking has evolved in China, That
shows vou that in a very short time,
China moved from not understand-
ing the need to do it to doing it very
suceessiully” he noted.

On the global stage, Lees sighed at
the unfavorable developments
regarding tackling climate change.

It's ¢lear from a scientific point of
view that, despite all the efforts that
have been made worldwide, the
world has not done much to solve
the climate ecrisis. “We are still
Increasing the level of emissions,
and we are still destabilizing the
global climate,” he said.

Chinas role will be essential
against this backdrop, and, because
climate and the ervimnment are part
of a bigger picture, there are very
many things that China could do to
help the mternational community to
tackle these problems, he stressed.

As the largest user of caal, China
is still contributing enormously to
the problem inspite of its immense,
successiul efforts to limit emissions,
he said, adding what China does is
fundamentally important because
of the scale of its impact on the glob-
al environment.

He alzo highlighted the potential
role of China in supporting indebted
developing nations in their fight w
cope with the ¢climate crisis.

The biggest problem now lies in
the developing world, in terms of the
scale of emissions and the needs of
the poor, he sald. Investment in green
development in developing nations
can produce o bigger payvof than the
investment in tich counmries

He sald there's an opportunity for
China, with its enormous experi-
ence, to collaborate to help develop-
ing states address these problems.

“Frankly, it's essential that China
lakes a lead on these questions,
because vou hive the knowledge, vou
have the capability and you have the
resources to help,” he noted.

“It means you have to combine
vour immediate econpmic advan-
tage of selling cheap electric vehi-
cles, such a short-term, immediate
trade advantage .. with what [ would
call a longer-term stratetic view of
solidarity to build a stable world in
which human activities can be
muatched with the capacity of nature
to ohiserve our impacts” he said.

This is an opportunity for China to
ook bevond immediate ssues and
map out 4 strategy, he underscomed.

“In this respect, you don't just
help the developing countries, you
help the whole world,” e sakd.

Hasarjan Ahmetnurs local home-
stay has been upgraded so that it
can accommodate up to 150 guests
per day. "Clean energy is powenng
the region,” he said.

The State Grids power supply
company in Altay Is ramping up
investments in electricity facilities
for attractions such as Koktokay Ski
Resort to ensure that the infrastruc-
ture can support the thriving and
ever-increasing green tourjism.

In Kanas and Hemu scenic areas
in Burgin county, heating-and cook-
ing facilities have been made elec-
tric, and electric-powered shuttle
buses and boats are now operation-
al, according to an employee of the
COMmpany.

Zhang Guohua, head of the Hemu
power supply station, said over
1,000 households solely use green
energy following a switch from onal
In 2020, “Green power has mjected
strong momentum into the growth
of Hernu village” he sald.

Given Altays sparse population
and few large industrial users, maxe
mizing clean energy consumplion
remalns a challenge, The Rey lies in
effectively storing and  utilizing
wind and solar energy, which are
plentiful but intermittent, Xu said.
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Quad summit highlights divide-and-rule
strategy has not gaied expected traction

S President Joe Biden hosted Prime Minister Anthony Albanese of Australia.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India and Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
of Japan in Wilmington, Delaware, for the fourth Quad Leaders’' Summit on
Saturday.

The Biden administration went to great lengths to explain how the Quad has delivered
o the priorities of its “Indo-Pacific” partners — ranging from addressing pandemies and
disease and investing in critical and emerging technologies to strengthening their meari-
time domain awareness and maritime security —and how the Quad is meant to be a “glob-
al foree for good”. But that failed to disguise the Quad’s role as a geopolitical tool of the US.

Although neither the joint statement of the four leaders nor the fact sheet of their
summiit issued by the White House mentions China at all, the country was mentioned at
least 20 times in the half-hour news conference held by US National Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan after the conclusion of the summiit.

Although the US blames the rising tensions in the Asia-Pacific on China, all regional
countries, including the other three members of the Qund. are well aware that the main
cause is the US taking the initiative to try and implement a divide-and-mule strategy in
the region by taking all passible means to sow discord between China and its neighbors.

In the process. Washington has realized that the Quad cannot glue the other three
member countries to it nor appeal to other regional countries, as they all have close and
comprehensive rade, economic and cultural connections with China. That explains
why the Biden administration has taken the latest meeting of the Quad leadess as the
opportunity to transform the Quad from just a security mechanism to a comprehensive
one to “ensure its endurance for the long term”.

The aim 15 to provide public gnods and services to the Asia-Pacific to better counter
China'’s mfluence. In the near future, the Quad is likely to be docked with the US “Indo-
Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity”. Replacing its dual security-econonyy mod-
el with a more integrated and comprehensive one is a significant change to the Biden
administraton’s Ching-containment strategy in its last few months.

In so doing, the Biden administration is trving to replace the region’s long-term game
rules featuring mutual respect, noninterference, equity and win-win cooperation with
its “value diplomacy”, which can support its discourse of aggression on upholding the
“rules-based onder” and a “free and open ‘Indo-Pacific".

It is notable that the US is discarding its initial promise of generous funding support
under the Quad framework. Now it is asking the other three countries to foot the bill forthe
US' Ching-confainment stmategy, with each Quad government committed to working
through their respective budgetary prooesses “to secure robust funding for Quad priorities”,

That represents another big change in the funding rules for the US' China gamwe, with
the go-Ihitch model of the Quad being transplanted to the IPEF. The change actually
did not come as a surprise, as it happened shortly after the Federal Reserve cut interest
rates by 50 basis points last week, indicating the Fed's judgment that the US" economy is
showing signs of recession under its exorbitant national debt pressure.

When Biden hosted a NATO summit in Washington in July, it was aimed at demon-
strating his leadership capabilities ahead of his reelection campaign. Having been
forced towithdraw as presidential election candidate afterwards, as that summit only
served to raise more doubts about his competence, the US president has sought to use
the Quad summit to carry out some remedial measures to sustain his signature alli-
ance-leveraged China-containment strategy as 8 hallmark diplomatic achievement of
his time in office.

Yet the summit has failed to cover up the embarrassing truth that it is not China that
has been solated but the US under his administration,

Israel caught in self-made vicious cycle

he resumption of cross-border attacks between Israel and Hezbollah after pag-

er and walkie-talkie explosions that have already killed at least 47 and injured

more than 3,000 people m Lebanon may trigger a war between the two sides.

This may be what [sraeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyvahu is gambling on
i order to prolong his stay in power.

Cross-border fighting between Isracl and Hezbollah has resulted in the evacuation of
about 6,000 Israeli residents from the northern part of Israel. When they will be able to
return to their homes remains a question, although the Israeli government has set their
returning to their homes one of the objectives of its military action.

But the pager explosions and the air strikes that followed against Hezballah have only
escalated tensions in the border areas with Lebanon, which has made it even more
unlikely the displaced residents will be able to return to their homes anviime goon,

What lsrael has done in Gaza and its repeated attacks on Hezbollah targets as well as
its military actions in the West Bank have created a vicious cycle. The more actions it
takes, the deeper Israel becomes mired in conflict with various military organizations
mround itsell The rony is the more intent the Netanyvahu government is on military
action, the more it is undermining the security of Israel.

lsrael could have made concessions in talks with Hamas that would have realized a
cease-fire and helped promote the negotiated return of the hostages held by Hamas, but
it did not. Netanvahu's insistence on continuing Israel’'s military action has only result-
ed in the prolonged conflicts both in Gaza and Lebanon

[srael’s military carried out mids and air strikes in multiple parts of the occupied West
Bankin late August, which means military conflicts between Israel and Hamas aswell as
other Palestinian organizations will continue. Netanyahu is trving to prolong his own
political life at the expense of not only tens of thousands of innocent lives, but also at the
cost of regional peace aswell as the future of Israel,

1t is not difficult to conclude that an end to the current conflict could easily result
in the Israell prime minister being swept away from office — especially once inves-
tigations are concluded into how lsrael ignored evidence of the Oct 7 attack by
Hamas in 2023 that killed about 1,200 [sraelis, and how slowly Israel’s defense for-
ces respondeidd.

And while Israel had the sympathy of the international community on its side after
Hamas' attack on Oct 7, it has now lost the support of most countries because of its bru-
tal persecution of the Pnlestinians and its reckless broadening of its war aims,

The Netanyvahu government has turned a blind eve to the fact that tens of thousands
of civilians have lost their lives in Gaza as a result of the military action it has launched
and many maore are struggling to survive amid the worsening humanitarian situation
in the Palestiniin enclave.

The pager explosions in Lebanon last week have reinforeed the image of the Netanya-
hu government being bevond all restraint. Yet in terms of military resources, Israel has
been overstretching itself and it is reliant on the support of the United States.

The onlyway to stop the vicious cvele of violence Netanvahu is so singlemindedly fix-
ated on is for the US to unequivocally and unconditionally stop speculating on his
monomania by enabling it

The International Court of Justice has made 1t clear that Israel’s actions violate inter-
national law. It is therefore not an option but a legal obligation for Isragl to cease those
actions and for the US to stop being complicit in them.
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Opinion Line

Balanced growth of global economy
high on working group’s agenda

The China-US Economic Working
Group held its fifth meeting in Beijing last
week The regular and frequent
exchanges between the economic depart-
ments of the two countries have sent pasi-
tive sigruils that the two sides seek to
stabilize theirechnomic retations.

In particular, the two sides discussed the
issue of imbalanced growth of the glohal
ecanomy. The United States has long made
false accusations against China on that,
The global eoonomic imbalince onginates
from some countries’ mability to balance
the inflow and outflow of funds. Take the
U'S economy as an example. The USisa
consumier country with relatively little pro-
duction, which leads to an imbalance in its
capital fiows. Al the same time, as the US
dollar is a global curmency, the US needs to
expart dollars through trade or bonds to
supply global transactions, which hes com-
plex impacts on the Oow of funds in the

country. In general, the global ecanomic
imbalance is cansed by low savings and
insufficient production in the US and its
high debt to support high spending This is
the US" own problem, but it is trying to pass
the buck to China by hyping up issues such
as China’s sp-called economic imbalance
and overcapacity, Chinn does not actept
these irresponsibile and false accusations,

The various tariff barriers established
by the US against China cause a sharp rise
in consumer prices in the US, and are
likely to form a chain reaction around the
workd. The tariffs are also likely to boost a
rebound of the inflation in the US.

The Federal Reserve cut interest mtes
by 50 basis points last week, Indicating its
judzment that the US economy is already
at risk of recession, which will produce
marked spillover effects in the world.

In addition to these topics, the two
sides discussid the delst problem of some

developing countries. In terms of debt
relief, China has actively participated in
the discussions in the G20, and hae taken
many practical actions in that regard. As
the krgest contributor to the G20 debt
relief initiative, China accounts for more
than 40 percent of the total global debt
relief under the G20 frmmework.

In contrast, the largest creditors of
many African countries are US lenders.
Their already-high interest rates were
further raised after the Fed's interest rate
hike, plunging many less-developed
economies deeper into a US-made deint
trap. The Fed's interest rate cut also adds
to the risks and uncertainties to their
economy with the inflow of speculative
funds in a short time. The US nesds to do
maore to ease the debt problem of devel-
oping countries to help them smoothly
wenther fluctuations and risks

~ CTENA METILA GROLTP

Regulators put brakes on fast and furious e-bikes

Relevant contral departiments staned
soliciting public opinions on the newly
revised “Eleetrie Bicvele Safety Techneal
Specifications™ last week The draft national
standard for e-bikes aims to prevemt e-bike
modifications that often mvolve increasmg
the rated power and maximum speecl.

While the speed of some modified
e-hikes can reach 160 kilometers per hour,
the draft standard clarifies that the maxi-
mum design speed should not exceed 25
krn/h. Apart from traffic accidents cansed
by speeding e-bikers — which account for
abotit 70 percent of traffic accidents in
somie plivces — about 25,000 fires 4 year

What They Say

nationwide are attributable to the charg:
ing of problematic e-bike batteries. The
new standand makes the use of lame
retardant in e-bike's nonmetallic materials
eompulsory, and also limits the proportion
of plastic parts that can be used in e-hikes,

There are also some amendments
responding to consumer demands. For
example, the weight limit of e-bikes using
lead-acid batteries will be mised from 55
kilograms to 63 ke and pedal rdding devices
will no longer be mandatory.

There are about 350 million é-bikes on
Chinese roads now, The introduction of
the new standard is expected W become

an important opportunity for the
upgrading of China’s e-bike industry.

The manufacturers, retailers and mar-
ket and industry supervisory depart-
ments need to strengthen their
coprdination and fulfill their respective
duties to ensure strict implementation of
the new standard once it is introduced,

Notably the authorities will give a six-
manth transition period for the manufae-
turers o produce new e-hikes according to
the new standard, and an additional three
munths for the e-bike dealers to digest
thelr inventory of old e-bikes

— BELIING NEWS

Peaceful and prosperous future is within reach

Editer’s Note: Foreign Minizster Wang Yi is attending the United Nations Suwmmit of the Future and the general debate of the 70th

session af the UN General Assembly from Sunday to the followring Satwrday. The Foreign Mimistry released the Position

Paper of the

People’s Republic of China for the Sturmemit of the Fubwere and the 79th Session of the United Nations General Assembly last week. The

following are excerpts of the paper:

The goal of building a community
with a shared future for manking is 1o
build an open, inclusive, clean and beau-
tiful world of lasting pence, aniversal
security and shared prosperity; the path-
wady is promoting globitl governance that
features extensive consultation and joint
contribution for shared benefit; the
guiding principle is to apply the com-
mon values of humanity; the basic
underpinning lies in building a new type
of international relations; the strategic
guidance comes from the implementa-
tion of the Global Development Initia-
tive, the Global Security
Initiative and the Global
Civilization Initiative; und
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and progress in the world. With the
future in mind, China is committed to
being a staunch force for the safeguard-
ing of world peace and stability, The
country firmly chooses peace over war,
and will work with all countries to imple-
ment the GSI following the vision of com-
mon, comprehensive, cooperative and
sustainable security.

China is committed (o providing impe-
tus for common development, and pur-
sues a mutually beneficial strategy of
opening-up. [t strives to create new
opportunities for the workd with its own
develnpment and to play its part in build-
ing an open global economy that delivers
greater benefits to all peaples,

China is committed to advancing inter-
actions among civilizations for their great-
erprogress. 1 advocates that all countries
champion humanity’s commaon values of
peace, development, fairness, justice,
democracy and freedonm, iointly imple-
mient the GCT, respect the diversity of civi-
lizations, value the inheritance and
innovation of civilizations, and let cultural
exchanges transcend estrangement, mutu-

al learning transcend clushes, and coexist-
ence transcend feelings of superiority for
the further prosress of civilizations.

China is committed to plaving a con-
structive role in the development and
reform of global governange. It advo-
cates an equal and orderly multipolar
world and a universallv beneficial and
inclusive economic globalization. It
believes in equality between countries
big or small, and opposes hegemonism
and power politics.

China is committed to harnessing the
power of science, technology and innova-
tion for the benefit of all humanity, The
progress and development of science and
technology should enrich the denota-
rions and connotations of the concept of
international peace and security,

China stands ready to work with all
countries to deliver on the GDI, the GSI
and the GCT together, and realize an
equal and orderly multipolar world and a
universally beneficial and indusive eco-
nomie globalization to usher in a brighter
tomorrow in building a community with
ashared future for mankind.
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‘ @ China and the World Roundtable | 75th Anniversary of the Founding of the People’'s Republic of China

Editor’s note: TTus year marks the 75 th annfversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China. After achieving the first ecentenary goal of building o moderately prosperows society in all respects, Ching began a new journey
toward realizing the goal of buikling a modern socialist country in all respects, Thrée experts share their viewos on the issue with China Daily.

LiFeng

Consultations facilitate good governance

his year marks the 75th anni-

versary of the founding of

the Chinese People’s Political

Consultative Conference.
plaved a significant role in promoting
sound decision-making in China,
bringing together wisdom filrom vari-
ous sectors, both within and outside
the Communist Party of China.

Consultative democracy is a form,
and the strength of, socialist
democraey, and the Chinese Peo-
ples Political Caonsultative Confer-
emee is a special consultative body
and an important channel for pro-
moting socialist comsultative
déemocracy, which in turn promotes
whole-process people’s demaocracy.

In its resolution on “Further Deep-
ening Reform Comprehensively to
Advance Chinese Modernization”,
the third plenary session of the
20th Central Committee of
the Commumist Party of Chi-
ni vowed to advanee whole-
process people’s democrncy
and introduce measures to
improve the mechanisms for
consultative democracy.

First, consultative demoic-
racy plavs a significant role in
puhblic policy formulation and
implementation. Theoretically,
making consultation a part of
the public policymaking pro-
cess will Inerease administra-
tive costs. But mistakes and
repetitive efforts can be avoided,
and making scientific decisions
will become easier ifall stakeholders’
epinions and needs are taken into
consideration in the beginning.

A practical, socialist consultative
democracy can facilitate innovative
decisiomr-making. Consultative democ-
racy follows the principle of conduct-
ing consultations before and during
policymaking. Consultations help pol-
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mare effectively and efficiently trans-
mit and collect information.

In fact, socialist consultative
democracy is a manifestation of
while-process people’s democracy, It
facilitates consultatinns among politi-
cal parties, different levels of people’s
congresses, government departments,
and different committees of the Chi-

nese People’s Political Cansultative

Conference, and social organiza-
tons. China practices whole-
process peoples democracy
through a combination of elec-
tions, consultations, decision-
making, management and
oversight, that is, it covers all
aspecie of democracy and sec-
tors of society. And that is pre-
cisely why it is people-centric
and effective.
This institutionalized
arrangement of soclalist con-
sultative democracy ensures
orderly consultations while
muking the consullation
results public. Consultative
democracy has & unigue
advantage and function in
the development of whole-
process people’s democracy,
not least becavse it upholds
the Party leadership, ensures
law-based governance, and fol-
lows soeialism with Chinese
characteristics.

This form of democracy can
help meet the people need to lead
a better life, by pursuing common
prosperity, promoting high-quality
econamic development, and helping
build China into a great modemn
sockalist country that is prosperous,
strong, democratic, culturally
advanced, harmonious and beautiful.

Therefore, more éfforts should be
made to strengthen the Partys leader-
ship in the consultation process,
because the Party’s leadership is the

icymakers to better understand the the policymakers make bet- new technologies in public most essential attribute of socialism
needs and opinions of different ter informed and balinced works. The Party and the gov-  with Chinese characteristics and a
groups of people, reduce social con- decisions. ernment adhere to a people- guamntee for the development of
flicts and buikd social consensuses. Second, socialist consulta. centric philocsophy, put socialist consultative democracy.
Consultations can also help policy- tive democracy with Chinese - people first, and introduce S0 it is essential to improve the
miakers reach the greatest common charncteristics in the new e} innovative technologies such mechanism of consultative democracy
gronind based on the wishes and erd pursues self-improve- ‘ <« as online governance service  and facilitate consultations among
needs of the people, mopdernizing the ment to build a virtuous cir- e axithoriti an platforms, “intermet+egov- political parties, and people’s con-
national governance systemand gov-  cle of a sound system design, sociate profis- ernment” and online surveys.  gresses and the CPPCC at different
ernance capucity in the process. technological innovation sorof politics W0 promote consultative levels, and ensure the consultations
Socialist consultative democracy and effective governance, and law at the  democracy in the realm of are more efficient and result-oriented,
stresses that since citizens are affected  and integrate the whole-pro-  Party School of  cyberspace. as well as introduce rules and policies
by public policies, they have the right  cess democratic mechanism  the CPC Centrad Third, socialist consultative to provide an institutional guarantee
to participate in the decision-making  and high-efficiency govern- ~ Commiitee. democracy reflects the feasi- for the development of socialist con-
process. Their participation in the anee tals. bility, effectiveness and effi- sultative democracy.
process allows groups with different For example, socialist con- cieney of whole-process
interests to voice their opinions and sultative democracy can meet the people’s democracy, and can help The views don’t necessarily reflect
give their suggestions, so as to help needs of cyber-politics and introduce  solve many read-life problems, and those of China Daily.
Hussein Askary

China’s ship sails steadily toward its destination

cc hina can only do well
when the world is doing
well. When China does
well, the world will get
even better” President X1 Jinping sald
in his kevnote speech at the Third
Belt and Road Farum for Internation-
al Couperation in 2023,

The 75th anniversary of the found-
ing of the People’s Republic of China
conjures the image of a gigantic ship
with L4 billion passengers sailing in
stormy weather at times and calm
waters ut others, with the captain
steadfastly keeping the compass nee-
dle in the direction of the destination.

The destination, in tis case, is the
rejuvenation of the Chingse nation by
2049, the 100th anniversary of the
founding of the People’s Hepublic.
While the ship will continue its jour-
ney from there on o new and more
fascinating destinations, its journey
till now is already a remarkable
achievernent with no precedent in his-
tory. It is fascinating for me as some-
one living in a small country like
Sweden with less than 11 million peo-
ple to think how a country as karge as
China with a massive population
could move steadily in one direction.

The outeomse of the third plenary
session of the 20th Central Commit-
tee of the Commumnist Party of China
showed how the countrys leadership
has managed, especially sinee the
launch of reform and opening-up in
1978, to muaneuver the ship of the
State from one destination to another,

while overcoming challenges and

miiking remiarkable achieve resolving erises but also o
mients on the way to building ensure countries coexist
a moderately prospemous peucefully. And China’s sue-
society in all respects. | ?1 cess in diplomatically bridg-
Along the way, many inter- ing the gap between Iran and
nal problems including air, t Saudi Arabia in 2023 isa
water and soil pollution, and ( " shining example of such a
unbealanced urban and ruiil | potential. Tts suocess in
development have emerged.  The quthor is bringing 14 different Pales-
On the intemational from, vice-president tinian fetions together ona
major crises like the global of the Belt and  unified policy and calling for
financial crisis, the COVID-19  Roud Institule g penceful resolution to the
pandermic, the Russia- in Sweden and 0 oging teagedy in the Gaza
Ukraine conflict nnd the glob- ¢ "‘”'j;ﬂ}";""d Strip in aceordance with
al inflation crisishavebeen  SHRTEREEY  international law is another
severe headwinds that the dong Institute  ©xample.
ship has had toendure. But#t g fnternation-  The world benefits from
never veered from its course. gl Strutegies. the Chinese philosophy of
Equaily amazing is the fact harmonizing and creating a
that China has risen to such holistic structure within

giobal prominence economicaliy and
politically without waging wars on it4
neighbours or even those who consid-
er the country a threat and a rival. In
contrast, China'’s rise has contrbuted
to global stability.

In the past centuries, moderniza-
tion and industrialization in Europe,
and the West generally, but even in
Japan, although great and beneficial
o humankind in muny ways, have
been associnted with colonization,
imperialism, destructive wars and
the rule of the jungle. China is a great
exception, because it has not used
any of the dubious means of the West
Lo achieve its unprecedented develop-
ment

The world today is in dire need of
peaceful mechanism for not only

which a multitude of diverse issues
cin be resolved. Chinese leaders
reiterated recently that the country
must pursue an independent and
peaceful foreign policy, help build a
community with a shared future for
mankind, respect human values,
and promote the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative along with the Global Devel-
opment Initiative, the Global
Security Initiative and the Global
Civilization Initiative.

The world, especially the major
Western powers, has tried to resolve
most of the strategic challenges and
threats using security and military
means. Not only has method failed o
resalve any of the issues but also it
made things even worse, leading to
the loss of more lives and resources.

The US-lad NATOS 20-vedr occupi-
tion of Afghanistan is 2 stark remind-
er-of the futility of this approach.
Neglecting sotiocconomic develop-
ment is a fatal error, which China has
been warning against. and leading by
examiple to show thiat security issues
are entangled with economic, social
and even cultural development

Ecotiomic cooperation and cultural
exchanges, including peaple-to-people
exchanges, must become the beacon
guiding conntries toward security and
pence as they sail in stormy waters.
The recently concluded Summit of the
China-Africa Forum on Cooperation
wiis a reminder of the effectiveness of
Chinese diplomacy through économic
cooperation. The FOCAC Summit also
showed what i meant by & commuini-
ty with a shared future. Many mistake
it for mere rhetorie, but in reality itis
a notion of common prosperity and
COmmon goaxl.

China is acutely aware that its cur-
rent and future prosperity depends
on the prosperity of other countries,
including African countries, but
equally importantly on global peace
and stability. China has advanced mip-
idly in recent decades, but to continue
moving forward, it needs to be joined
by the rest of the world. It was in this
sense that President Xi recently
invoked an African proverb: If vou
want to go fast, walk alone, ifyou
want to go far, walk tlogether.

The views don’t necessarily reflect
those of Ching Daily.

Jiao Yang

An exemplary journey
in eradicating poverty,
realizing economic goals

ver the past four decades, China has lifted more
than 800 million people out of extreme poverty,
thus accounting for about 75 percent of global pov-
erty reduction between 1981 and 2020,

In 2021, China declared “complete victory™ in the fight
against absolute poverty based on its national standands,
achieving the poverty reduction goal set by the United
Nations' 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development a full
decade before the deadline. The speed and scale of China's
poverty reduoction are unparalleled in world history,

Chima’s suceess in alleviating absolute poverty is driven by
the country’s comprehensive economic reform and tailored
poverty emdication work.

Since the Iaunch of reform and opening-up in 1978, China
las experienced several decades of mpid economic growth,
The benefits of reform and opening-up have been intrinsical-
Iy linked to poverty reduction. In fact, there is a high correla-
tion between GDP growth and the eradication of absolute
pOvVerty.

First, agricultural development plaved a erucial role in Chi-
na's poverty reduction work in the early stages, given that
poverty in the country was mainly concentrated in mral are-
as. China'’s economie reforms significantly improved agricul-
tural labor productivity, facilitated the transition of lTabor
fromn agriculture to higher productivity manufacturing and
service sectors, und raised total factor productivity. Apart
from raising the incomes of farmers, iniprovements in pro-
ductivity have nlso facilitated the release of surplus labor wo
other sectors and urban ardas, thus diversifving income sour-
ces for houscholds.

Second, urbanization, too, benefited pov-
ertv reduction work in muitiple wayvs. Chi-
nit's rapid economie growth has been
accompanied by substantial urbanization,
The urban population in China increased
from 190 million in 1980 to 933 million in
2023, while the urbanization rate increased
from 194 percent to 66.2 percent during
the same period. Urbantzation directly con-  The quthor is

tributed to poverty reduction by providing  an associate
higher-paying jobs for migrant workers with the
and lifting their standands of living. ASEAN+3 Mac-
Additionally, urbanization indirectly FGECUTLOTIE
; ; Research Office.

alleviated poverty in rural areas by provid-
ing better-paying jobs for migrant workers
and thus enabling them to send remittances to their parents
in the countryside, and by offering a bigger murket for farm-
ers’ produce.

And third, the process of industrialization has benefited
poverty reduction work. China’s rapid industrialization has
not only created employment opportunities for the rural pop-
ulation but also has benefited from the supply of low-cost
labor from rural areas. From 1992 te 2023, the proportion of
stcondary industry’s contribution to GDP increased from 22
percent to 38 percent, accompanied by significant improve-
ments in total factor productivity,

The Chinese government introduced four major poverty
reduction plans in 1986, 1994, 2001 and 2011, In the mid-
19805, the government proposed the policy of letting some
areas and peaple get rich first. Subsequently. the State
Couneil, China's Cabinet, established the Leading Group
Office of Poverty Alleviation and Development to identify
331 impoverished counties based on per capita income at
the county level. Keyv support for the move was provided by
the allocation of development funds, subsidized loans and
relief programs,

The Priority Poverty Alleviation Program (1994-2000) was
almed at addressing the food and clothing needs of 50 million
impoverished people within seven years. It revised the erite-
ria for classifving impoverished counties, increasing the num-
ber of designated impoverished counties to 592,

The Outline of Development-driven Poverty Alleviation in
Rursd Arvess (2000-2010) focused on areas with high impover-
ished populations, incloding regions with large ethnic minor-
ity populations, old revolutionary base areas, border arens,
and severely impoverished regions in central and western
China.

And the 20112020 outline sharpened its focus on Rural
Poverty Alleviation and Development Program by identify-
ing some counties and 14 contiguons impoverished areas.
Targeted poverty alleviation efforts continued after 2013,
emphasizing the need to precisely identify and provide
effective assistance to impoverished people through scientif-
je and rational means.

A combination of different measures, including relief-type
poverty alleviation program. development-oriented policies,
social security system reform and targeted interventions has
proven effective in China's battle against poverty.

Moreover, the Chinese anthorities have acknowledged that
poverty alleviation is muech mote than about simply raising
the incomes of impoverished people. Substantial investments
in infrastructure and healtheare, as well as the expansion of
social serviees have not only vielded direct benefits but also
produced significant positive externalities, thereby contribut-
ing to the improvement of overall living standards.

Eradicating poverty in a country as large as China, which
has significant regional and demographic dispanities, isa
monumental task. China'’s achievement in eradicating pover-
ty is an example of ite people-centrie development philoso-
phy, and its experience offers valuable insights for other
developing countries.

While erndicating poverty has paved the way for Chinas
modernization, it is not the country’s final goal. Chin: has a
new objective of making substantial progress toward com-
maon prospenity by 20035, Therefore, in the face of global geo-
economic fragmentation and significant domestic economic
challenges, the Chinese authorities must continue to imple-
ment dynumically adjusted, targeted poverty alleviation poli-
cies and remain vigilant against the risk of people shpping
hack into poverty,

The vicwes don’t necessarily reflect those of China Deily.
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WORLD IN FOCUS

Farrmer Reis Santos Vieira, 69, talks next to a canos
orn the dry bed of the Madeira River on Sept 7,
MICHAZL DIANTAS 7 AFP

An gerial view of sandbanks on the Madeira River,
in front of the city of Humaita Amaronas stata
northem Brazil on Sept 4. MiCHAZL DANTAS / AFP

IIIII
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Children push a cart on a sandbank of the People cany buckets of drinking water alonga
Madesira River in the Paraizsinho community on An aarial view of people canrying drinking watar along a sandbank of the Madeira River inthe sancdbank of the Madeira River in the Paraizinho
SEPt 7. MICHAEL DANTAS / AFP Farajizinho community, in Humsaita, Amazonas state. northem Brazil on Sept7. MICHAEL DANTAS / AFP comumunity on Sept 7. MICHAZL DANTAS / AFP

nly the voungest and

strongest villagers now

brave the crossing of a

vast, blistering stretch of
sand where. in normal times, the
waters of the mighty Madeira River
flow in the Brazilian Amazon

Residents of the village of Paraizin-
ho — or “Little Paradise™ — usually
cross the river by canoe 1o reach the
larger ¢ity of Humaita, a vital link to
by food and water, access healtheare
and send their children to school.

In drier tmes, this typically
involves a short walk along a beach
that appears as water levels drop.

But as Brazil grapples with its
wotst drought in 70 years, the

sters have continued to shrink,
leaving a streteh of almost a Kilome-
ter of sand baking under tempera- -y Y. :
tures of about 40 C, Brazilian villagers straggle to
s i T ol crossdrought-hit waterways
up This yvear it has dried up almost
to the other side” Reis Santos Vieir,
a G9-vear-old farmer, told AFP.

“And It is expected 1o get worse,”
he said.

The Madeira River, a major tribu-
tary of the Amazon River that
stretches for 3,300 km over Brazil
and Balivia, reached its lowest level
this month since monitoring began
in 1967, according to the Brazilian
geologicil service.

‘Difficult time'

Experts link Brazils historic
drought to climate change. The
parched conditions have fueled wild- \ . . RO~ .
fires in the Amnzon and elsewhere in . 5 . e
the country that have clouded major RN el T
cities in smoke pollution. ' , e s TV '—*—-ﬁfr' -

FFor much of the day, the dry river- _ R o N T
hed becomes an inferno underfoot.

The roughly 100 residents of Par-
aizinho “are tackling that beach on
foot to transport the food and water
we nesd bere. Is a very difficult
time”, local resident Sandra Gomes
Viedra said.

Last year, which also saw drought
conditions, one of her daughters
burned her fool crossing the river-
bedl. She has refused w go to school
since the sand appeared this year. :

“My sister is undergoing treatment . J/Z:, : :
for cancer and can't go to the city, Fe Wk E= o e =1 .
Health personnel gotoherhouse. I'm An asrial visw shows low walet lgvals al the Jaquirl River in Managuiri of Amazonas stats, northem
not very healthy either, but [ still  Brazil on Sept 10, 8RAZIAN PRESIDENTY VIA AFF

Motorists drive down roads covered with smoke
from afire atfecting Brazil's Brasilia National Park
on Sept 16. EVARISTO SA 7 AFP

J—

Hrazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
{(front) looks at the Jaquin River during a visit 1o Anaeral view of smoke hillowing from a forest firs alfecting Brasiiia National Park in Brasilia, the
Manaquiri in northem Brazil on Sept 10, are capital of Brazil on Sept 16. EVARISTO Sa 7 AFP

manage o get there” Gomes said.

Five comumnunity volunteers recent-
lv earricd containers of drinking
witter barefoot from Humaita to Par-
alzinho that used to be easily trans-
ported on canoes across the Aver.

"Here, we only have the help of
these people” said Francisea de Chaga
da Silva, one of the water recipients,

Community leader Joao Ferreira
expinined that the water goes to “the
muost vulnerable families, who have
patients with high blood pressure
and diabetes”

Faced with the water shortage,
residents treat river water with
chlorine to bathe and wash dishes
or clothes,

‘More smoke’

The prolonged drought is also
impacting cconomic activities in
Parsizinho, mainly fishing and the
sle of agricultural products.

“The beach has grown & lob” Fer-
redra said. Before, drought would last
“onlv two or three months™ but “now
we are golng for four, five months”.

Communities along the banks of
the Madeira River — an important
route for the trade of sovbeans, fish
and fuel — are strugeling. Some are-
as which also rely on Humaita have
it worse than Paraizinho, residints
of the village said, 45 they are even
farther away, Intense fires else-
where In the Amazon have also
brought & haze of smoke to the vil-
lage and surrounding area

The authorities bave blamed
human activity for mest of the coun-
irys recent fires, which are often
linked to clearing land for agriculture.

The weather "is hotter this year.
There is also more smoke” loeal resi-
dent Gomes said,

Une of her daoghters *has been
feeling chest pains from the smoke,
Before, she didn't suffer from this
problem”.

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva announcex] measures
to tackle the effects of the drought in
the Amazon during a visit to the city
of Manaus on Sept 10, including
dredging the Amazon and Solimoes
rivers to maintain  navigability,
ensure supply flow and mitigate
drought effects,

AGENCIES VIA XINHUA

Residents near Braxil's Brastlia National Fark fill
biickets with water to contain a forest fire'an Sept

15. EVARISTD SA J AFR
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A manstands in front of a fire In a suparcans
plantation near the Dumont urban area in Brazil
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Califorma leaders hail 75

years of China’s progress

By LI1A ZHU in San Franciseo
mnd RENA LT in Los Angeles

Officinds and community leaders
in the San Francisco Bay Aren
gathered to commemorate the
75th anniversary of the founding
of the People’s Republic of China,
highlighting the nation’s remarka-
he achievements and emphasiz-
ing the importance of peaple-to-
people exchanges between the
United States and China,

Chinese Consul-General in San
Francisco Zhang Jianmin
addressed guests ata reception held
it thie Chinese Consulate General
on Thursday night, praising China’s
progress over the past 75 years.

“The Chinese people have
achieved two miracles: rapid eco-
nomic growth and Inng-term social
stability, making a historic lesp from
poverty 1o prosperity)” Zhang said,

This year also marks the 45th
anniversary of China-US diplo-
matic relations, Despite challen-
ges,  the relationship  has
progressed,  benefiting  both
nations and contributing to global
peace and prosperity, sald Zhang.

The summit between the lead-
ers of the two countries in San
Francisco last November estab-
lished a “San Francisco Vision™ for
the future of bilaternd relations
Zhang sald, emphasizing the need
to  promote  people-to-peaple
exchanges and strengthen subna-
Honal cooperation to “imject vitali-
tv into China-US relations”

California Governor Gavin New-
som sent a congratulatory letter,
reflecting on his visit to China last
October. He expressed gratitode for
the ongoing partnership in address-
ing climate change and advancing
peaple-to-people exchanges.

“Californin and China have
enjoved 4 mesaningtul relntionship
built on shared goals as well &s our
shared past. As we mark this vear's
National Day, may the bonds
between our peoples and cultures
continue to endure and prosper,”
sald Newsom in the letter,

San Francisco Mayor London
Breed also sent a congrtulatory
letter, expressing gratitude o Con-
sul-General Zhang and his wile for
their support of San Francisco'’s
Chinese commumnity, Breed noted
the city’s eelebration of its 45-veur
sister-city relationship with Shang-
hai, which has deepened econom-
i, cultural, and educational ties

Paul McEntire, board member
and CFO of the Global Green

Development Alliance, shared his
insights from his recent five-week
trip to China. “The infrastructure
development is prélty amazing,
particularly the high-speed rail. 1t
was quite different from my first
visit there. which was 30 years
aen,” he told China Daily,

McEntires organization has
been collaborating with Chinese
counterparts on green develop-
ment and “smart village™ projects,
aimed at assisting poorer rural
areas in China in deploving green
technologies.

Steve Hornsberger, the founder
of People-to-People-Exchange, a
nonprofit  organization, empha-
sized the importance of “cultural
diplomacy”.

With over 20 years of experience
leading cultural exchange programs
in China, Hamsberger highlighted
the significance of individual efforts
in fostering friendship and peace
between nations,

Atanother reception in Los Ange-
les on Wednesday, Chinese Consul-
General in LA Guo Shaochun said
that Californin and China have
deepencd thedr exchanges and fos-
tered greater mutual understanding
through a varety of initiatives and
collaborations over the past vear.

Significant events such as the
China-California Business Forum,
the retum of Ching'’s ginnt pandas
Yun Chuan and Xin Bao to the San
Diego Zoo, and the establishment
of green shipping  corridors
between the Poit of Shanghai and
the ports of Los Angeles and Long
Beach showcase the tangible
achievemenits of the cooperative
efforts, noted the envoy.

Leticia Perez, & member of the
Kern County Board of Supervi-
sars, noted that US pérceptions of
China are often simplistic.

“Americans’ view about China

still tend to be based on a black-and-

white thinking, a4 colorless thinking
about our mumber ane global trade
partner,” she told the gathering.

Robert Hertzberg, fonmner speak-
er of the California State Asseinbly
aiid former majority leader of the
California State Senate, who recent-
Iy joined the 2024 Legislators
Forum for Friendly Exchanges in
Shanghiat, said: “Its crucdal for both
sides to collaborate in building
understanding and getting along,
prounded in trust and respect dur-
ing these difficult imes”

Contact the writers at
L@ chinadailywsa.com,

Clean sweep
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Volunteers collect trash as part of the World Cleanup Dayata
beach in Banda Aceh, Indonesia on Sunday. The programis aimed
at combating the solid waste problem. CHAIDEER MAHYLIDDIN / AFP

Casting vote

Votars walt in line outside s
polling station to vote in the
pr=sidential giectionin
Colombo, Sri Lanka, on
Saturday. Election commission
data on Sunday show that
Anura Kumara Dissanayake,
leader of the National People's
Power, won the electinn. The
caommiission said on its webgite
that Dissanayake, 55, won the
prasidency with 42 31 percent of
the votes. Sajith Premacdasa of
the Samag! Jana Balawega tock
the second place with 3276
percent

GABRIELLE FONSECA JOHNSON # REUTERS

Hezbollah, Israel exchange fire

Fearsraised over wider conflict in region
as tensions simnmer in Lebanon’s south

BEIRUT/HAIFA — Israel and Hez-
bollah exchanged heavy fire into Sun-
day, with Isracli warplanes carrying
out the most intense bombardment
in almost a vear of conflict across
Lebanon’s south and Hezbollah firing
rockets deep into northern Israel

Thi* attacks come less than 48
hours after an Isracli airstrike tar
geting Hezbollah commanders ina
sitburb of the Lebanese capital. The
death toll from that strike had risen
to 45, the Lebanese health ministry
said on Sunday.

The Israeli military said it struck
around 200 targets on Saturday,
including thousands of Hezbollah
rocket Buncher barrels, and said it
would continue to hit more targels.

Israel elosed schools and restrict-
ed gatherings in many northern are-
ds and ordered hospitals there to
transfer their operations to facilities
with extra protection from rocket
ancd missile fire.

Theére were no  government
directives from Lebanon on Sunday
muorning. Reuters reported.

By JIMENA ESTEBAN

i Buenos Alres, Argenting

For Cliing Daily

China’s strong relationship with

Argentina is increasingly felt locally,

particularly in the more underde-

veloped provinces, boosting the

local economies, experts said.
Northern provinces like Salta,

Jujuy, Catamarca, and Tucuman, are

on the periphery of Argentinas
national economy. To address this
problem, Armgentina® northern
provinces have been particularly
active in engaging directly with Chi-
i, aware that Chinese investment
represents crcial support.

*The northern provinees have
becn lagging behind the central prov-
inces of the country, They often have
fragile primary production strue-
tures.” sald Stella Juste, a researcher
at the National Council for Scientific
and Technical Research of Argentina

Israel’s military said on Sunday that
a barmage of approximately 150 rock-
els, cruise missiles and drones were
lnnchied overndght towand Israch soil.

Sirens sounded across Israel all
night as multiple rockets and missil-
es were fired, most of which were
intercepted by Israeli aerial defense
systems, the military said

Several buildings were struck,
including a house badly damaged
near the Israeli city of Haifa. Rescue
teams treated the wounded but
there were no reports of deaths, Res-
idents had been instructed to Stay
near bomb shelters and safe rooms.

Hezbollah said it targeted Israel’s
Ramat David Airbase with succes-
sive barrages of missiles, in the

deepest strikes it has claiimed since

hostilities began.

The UN special coardinator in Leb-
anon, Jeanine Flennis-Plasschaert,
said in a post on X that “with the
region on the brink of an imminent
catastrophe, it cannot be overstited
enongh: there BENO military solution
that will make either side safer”

“However, they have found a
point of complementarity with Chi-
na’s interests in the region,” she spid,
“This is extremely relevant for the
future of bilateral pelations and
especially for the economie develop-
ment of these provinces”

These relationships and connect-
ed investments are often fueled by
Chinas Belt and Road Initiative
The BRI has plaved a key role in
extending the depth of China’s rela-
tionships in Latin America,

Direct efforts by provinces to rmmp
up their links to Chinn have seen
some suecess. Many have secured
Chinese batking for projects, includ-
ing the Cauchan Solar Park in Jujuy,
the largest in Latin Americi, and the
Cafavite Solar Park

Catamarca and San Juan lever
aged their links to China to develop
wind farms, said Sebastian Schulz a
researcher at Argentinas National
University of La Plata

Private sector injects impetus into FOCAC cooperation

By NDUMISO MLILO
in Johanneshurg, South Africa
For China Deraly

The private sector, including
people-to-people  exchanges, has
become an increasingly important
part of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation over the past 24 years
since its establishment, injecting
new impetus into China-Africa
relations, according to experts,

*FOCAC is maturing and evoly-
ing, what started as a stateto-state
engagement is now decentralized to
include nonstate actors,” sald Phil-
ani Mthembu, execuitive director ot
the Institute for Global Dialogue, a
South Africa-hased think tank

“We ane seeing some incréase in
the Chinese private sector, not only
in the foreign direct investment,
bt also making financing commit-
ments towand Africa. We are seeing
small and medium  enterprises
from Africa looking to have access
to funding their enterprises from

China. We are seeing an evolution
of the relationship which started at
a state-to-state level”

Mthembu made these remarks
during an interview with China
Daily on the sidelines of a seminar
orgntized by the Institute for Gloh-
al Dialogue, the Chinese embassy
in South Africa and the University
of Johannesburg on Thursday.

He said that FOCAC, since its
founding i 2000, has helped
strengthen  people-to-people  rela-
tions, with its spread reaching uni
versities, think tanks and academics,

Many students from different
African countries have received
scholarships from the Chinese gov-
ernment o study in China while
many infrastructure projects have
heen completed by Chinese compa-
nies in Africa

The Chinese enterprises have
constructed or refurbished parlia-
ments in Liberia, Mozambique, Sey-
chelles, Guinea and Zimbabwe,

Mthembu said that in the past

there were big mfrastructure pro-
jeets linking Afrdcan countries, bt
now Africans are witnessing projects
are now investments in small infra-
structure, including energy projects,
in rural areas, Mthembu said.

Speaking during the sominar on
Thursday, Wu Peng Chinese
ambuassador to South Africa, said
the Summit of the Forum on China-
Afnea Coopermtion was successful
with “pragmatic® onteomes. He
saidd that China will expand voca-
tional training for Afnican coumtries
in varipous skills to create jobs. Chi-
ni will comtinue to build industrial
parks and support Afmci's industri-
alization for sustainable develop-
ment of the continent, said Wi,

Miandira Bagwandeen, lecturer
at the Stellenbosch University in
South Africa, said the deals signed
with South Africa will immensely
benefit the country:,

She said, “The elevation of rela-
Hons with China tostmategic relations

demonstizites how far China values
the reglon in geopalitics. FOCAC has
evolved as relations have evolved.”

Bagwandeen said Africa should
consider cooperating with Chinaon
the next-generation technologics
which will have a huge impaet on
the development of African coun-
tries. She sald African countrics
should leverage China's expertise in
artificial intelligence, big data, and
digital industrialization.

Speaking to the media on Friday
in Pretoria, Khumbuodzo Nishavhe
ni, South African minister in the
Presidency; said the Cabinet has not-
ed the FOCAC decisions and out-
comes of the stae visit by South
African President Cyril Ramaphosa
to China during the FOCAC summit.

Shie sadd the two conntries reached
cooperation agreements in & wide
range of arens, including trade, elec-
tric vehicles and renewable energy

The writer is a freclonee journalist
Jor China Daily.

The US State Department on Sat-
urday urged its citizens in Lebanon
to leave the countey while commer-
clal options remain available over
fears of a wider conflicL

In Friday’s attack. Hezbollah said
16 members, including senior leader
[brahim Agil and another com-
muander Ahmed Wahbi, were among
those killed.

tsraels army said it hit an under-
ground gathering of Aqil and lead-
ers of Hedbollah's Radwan forces,
and had almost completely disman-
tled its military chain of command.

The attack leveled a multistory
residential building in the crowded
suburb and damaged a nursery next
door, a security source saidh At least
three children and seven women
were among those killed, according
to the health ministry,

Friday's strike inflicted another
blow on Hezbollah after two days of
attacks last week, in which pagers
and walkie-talkies used by its mem-
bers exploded.

The desth toll in those attacks,
widely believed 1o have been carried
out by Israel, has risen to 39 with more
than 3,000 injured. Brael has neither
confirmeéd nor denjed involvement

“These projects have been accom-
panted by the creation of genuine
jobe, the construction of connectivity
networks, and the influx of essential
Schulz, an expert on Chinese studies.

Schulz also linked the growth in
renewnble energy projects in Argen-
tina’s northern provinces to China's
new development concepts, which
include  internationalization and
the promotion of low-carbon indus-
tries for the next three decades,

Since participating in the BRI in
February 2022, the membership has
helped Argentina strengthen its
relationship with Ching and has
benefited individual provinees.

Such projects have allowed Jujuy
0 diversify its production base and
become & net producer of rengwable
energy. This is partly a result of the
province’s connection with Power-
China, a developer of power stations
around the globe, helping to build

Snow time

In what it said was the initial
retaliation for the nttacks with the
exploding devices, Hezballah post-
el on its Telegram channel oh Sun-
day that it had launched rockets at
Ismeli military-industry facilities.

Isrue] quickly responded, striking
Hezbollah targets in Lebanon, the
military said in & statement.

The developments marked the
escalation of the conflict on the lsra-
el-Lebanon border that began on Oct
8, when Hezhallah launched rockets
at Israel in solidanty with Hamas in
the Gaza Stop, prompting lsraels
retalintory artillery fire and air
strikes into southeastern Lebanon

Hezbollah savs it will keep fighting
until Israel agrees to a truce in Gaza,

An Israeli strike on a school in
northern Gaza on Saturday killed at
least 22 people, according to the
(vaza Health Ministry, while the
Israeli army sald it targeted a
Hamas command center in what
used to be aschool.

Another 30 were wounded in the
strike on the school in the Zeitoun
ared of Gaza City, the ministry said
in a statement.

AGENCIES—XINHUA

Argentina’s local economy gets Chinese investment boost

and operate the Cauchari Solar Park.

Meanwhile, Argentina is the
fourth-largest lithium producer glo-
bally, with up to a third of the value
it derives from lithium coming from
exports to China.

Jujuy, Salta, and Catarmarea provin-
ces are the centers af the countrvs
lithium industry. Last vear, more than
40 percent of Argentinak lithium
exports went to China, compared to 9
percent to the US, reported El Pas

Between 2020 and 2023, Chinese
companies invested $3.2 billion in
mining prmjects in Argentina,
including seven lithium projects, it
sald, citing government data.

“China’s actions in Argenting, and
Latin Americain general, ire complex
and marked by a diverse presence on
the grounid. This is a notable charac-
levistic of the relationship” Juste uid.

The writer i a_freelance journalist
Sor China Daeity.

Loed] residents bulld a snowrnan on a sniow-coversd sports fisld in
Warden. Free State Provinge, South Africa. on Saturday. Heavy
snowifall caused major disruption on South Africa's roads on
Saturday with people still stranded at midday after spending the
night stuck in thelir vehicles. wiKuS DE WET 7 AFP
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Iran holds a military parade In Teheran on Saturday. During the event, ltan unveiled iis latest
homeagrown precision strike long-range ballistc missile and kamikaze drone, the semiotficial Fars
news agency repotrted. It marked the baginning of the Sacted Defense Week commeamaorating the
aight-yaar [ran-Irag war in the 19805, the report said. SHADAT / KINHEA

US tarifts on China may

backfire, experts warn

‘Counterproductive’ measures isolate
itself and add to consumers’ burden

By YIFAN XU in Washington
pifamrnd chinadeilpusa caom

The high tariffs imposed by the
United States on China have been
isolating itself on trade-related
issues, experts say.,

“At the end of the day, the US will,
mn the long term, hurt itself; said
Sourabh Gupta, a senior fellow at
the Institute for China-America
Studies in Washington. “The tariffs
will isolate the US on trade-related
Issues.”

On Sept 13, the US Trade Repre-
sentative confinmed that tanifls on
hundreds of products, including
electric vehicles and EV batteries,
semiconductors and solar cells,
wold be raisidd following proposals
from the White House and a review
by the representative under Section
301 of the Trade Act of 1974.

The tariff on Chinese EVs will be
incteased from 25 percent to 100
pertent within two weeks, andd 4 25
percent tariff will be imposed on
Chinese EV batteries, the repre-
sentative said Reuters reported
that Liael Brainard, the top White
House economic adviser, said the
decision was made to ensure the US
EV industry diversifies away from
China's dominant supply chain.

Gupta said the charge that China
takes part in unfitir competition is
“a false argument” The US is not a
competitive plaver in this industry
and is secking to incubate a domes-
tic EV sectar dominated by US
playvers rather than Chinese ones,
he snid. "And that is the reason
these tarifis have been imposed.”

Turiffs are counterproductive Lo
boosting the competitiveness of US
EVs in the global market, he added.

“To become the most competitive
player in EVE, vou need to create the
most competitive marketplace. By
blocking out the most competitive
cars, which are Chinese cars, from
its marketplace, the US is hurting
itself in the long term.”

China, he said, will produce EVs
both domestically and Interna-
tionally, making it "super competi-
tive globally™ In contrast, the US is

relving on “these protectionist
measures” to ensure that US EV
makers dominate the domestic
market, which will leave them
uncompetitive internationally.

In the latest action, Chinese lithi-
wm-fon batteries not used for EVs will
face a 25 percent tariff from 2026
Solar cells and semiconductors will
incur a 50 percent tanff starting in
20025 and 2026, respectively,

Gupta said the US is already lag-
ging behind China in the solar and
photovoliaic sectors. Similar to
the EV industry, the US has
imposed high tariffs to give the
domestic manufacturers some
breathing room to capture a por-
tion of the market. However, he
said it will “never” be able to com-
pete internationally.

In se¢tors such as semiconduce-
tors, these tarifis mostly relate to
legacy products, he said.

“Becanse at the high end, at the
competitive end, the American
strategy is thonigh ¢xport controls
rather than tariffs,” he said. “The
wiy W do that s thmugh export
contrals to deny Ching the chance
Lo eateh up with L7

Domestic capacity

He expliuned that most areas
where tarifis are imposed are those
inwhich the US is not as compéetitive
as China By imiposing taritls, the US
hopes to create domestic manufac-
turing capacity in these industries.

Chris Pereirs, founder and CEO
of iMpact, a communications and
business consniting  group, saud
these tariffs defy market principles,
contradict economic wisdom and
negatively affect the US market
and consumers,

“The US should maintain its
openness and competitive edge o
preserve its long-term global influe-
ence. History has shown that the
world still moves on when a country
closes its doors,” Pereira said.

Chinese companies, with their
long-term vision, see opportunities
worldwide, he said.

“Mexico amd Indonesia each
have one-third of the US popula-

ton, and the totud population of
South American countries excesds
that of the US, proving that the US
is not the only market” he said.

"Don’t let palicy hinder the way
of progress”

Gupta said US businesses and
industries understane the value of
competitive marketplaces, with
maost understanding that  tariffs
effectively turn out to be a tax ulti-
mately paid by consumers. As a
result, they have opposed tariffs for
a long time, viewing them as a
form of deadweight that does not
stimulate investment or enhance
competitiveness.

He said a fadr amount of academic
work has emerged demonstrating
the ineffectiveness of taniffs since
former US president Donald Trump
imposed them.

For exampie, the concept of
“friend-shoring”, proposed Dby
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen in
2022, s said wo bulld more resilient
supply chains by using tariffs to
limit networks to allies and friend-
Iy countries.

“What has happened is that the
supply chain has just gotten
lengthened” Gupta said. “Instead
of the product being produced in
China and exported to the US, the
final product is now assembled,
mavbe in Vietnam or Mexico, but it
still involves Chinese inputs”

Consequently, the supply chain
has become less resilient, not more,
he sudd.

In addition, increased US tariffs
targeting China are actually leading
to a “virtuous process” for Chinese
manufacturers, pushing them to
inviest abroad and learn how to set
up factories overseas, he said,
emphasizing that it is the trend tua
China’s share of global goods is on
the rise.

“These tanffs are coming back tio
hurt the LTS ina very big way, both in
the medium and long term. They are
making the US an uncompetitive
producer and adding to consumers’
costs,” he sakd.

These measures complicate
business decision-making and, in
the long rmun, will enable China to
diversify its foreign direct invest-
ment while strengthening ties with
European countries, he said.

Briefly

IRAN follow up,” Pezeshkinn said in tele- Trump rejects 2nd
Coal mine blast ViRl romtnants. debate against Harris
[EME 51 d‘Eﬂd UNITED STATES Danald Trump on Saturdiy reject-
A gas explosion in a coal mine in . . ed a second debate against Kamala
enstern [ran has killed at least 51 4 kl“l‘{d n A!ahama Harris before the Nov 5 election,
peaple and injured 20, state media late I'Hgl'lt Shﬂﬂﬁﬂg saying it was “too late™ with early

reported on Sunday. The adcident
wits caused by a methane s
explosion in the mine run by the
Madanjoo company, state medin
sald. Al Akbar Rahimi, governor
of South Khorasan Provinee, told
stite TV that this region supplivs
76 percent of the country’s coal
and is home to about 8 to 10 major
companies, including Maduanjoo,
The explosion occurred &t 9 pman
Saturday, state media said. Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian
expressed condolences to the vie-
tims’ families. “I spoke with minis.
ters and we will do our best to

A mass shooting involving several
assailants has left at least four peo-
ple dead and dozens wounded in
Birmingham, Alabama police said
on Saturdiay: “We believe that multi-
ple shooters fired multiple shots on
a group of people” in the Five Points
South district just after 11 pm,
police officer Truman Fitzgerald
told local media Officers found two
men and one woman on the side-
walk suffering from gunshot
wounds, Fitzeerald sald. All thiee
were pronounced desd at the scene,
A fourth vietim died at a local hos
pital, he added.

voling already underwsay in some
states. Earlier in the day, Harris'
campaign said she hid accepted an
invitation from CNN to partcipate
in a debate on Oct 23, It would have
been the candidates’ second debate
after the Sept 10 encounter. Trump
stuck to his previous position that
there would not be another debate
before voters go to the polls in
November, “It's just too late. Voting
has already started” hesaid ata
campaign rally in the battleground
state of North Carolina,

ACGENCIES ViA XINHEA

France gets new govt after deadlock

By CHEN WEIHUA in Brussels
chemoethua @ chinadoily com.cn

French  President Emmanuel
Macron named a new right-leaning
povernment on Saturday, led by
Prime Minister Michel Barnier,
nearly three months after the incon-
closive elections in which aleft-wing
alliance won the most seals.

The 389-miémber cibinet is mainly
composed of ministers from
Mucron’s centrist allinnce and the
conservative Republicans party.

Despite the poor performance of
Barnier’s Republicans party in the
elections, Macron appointed the
Thyear-old former chief negotiator
for the European Union on Brexit as
prime minister earlier this month
The new cabinet, approved by
Macron, was put together by Burmier
after difficult negotiations.

Tough talks on the distribution of
cabinet posts continued right until
Saturdays official announcement,
marked by moments of high tension
between Macron and  Barnier,
French news outlet France 24
reported,

In the June-July snap elections,
which Macron called in the wake of
n far-right victory in the European
Parliament elections, the lef-wing
allance, called the New Popular
Frant, won the most seats but failed
o secure a majority and was

| T |._

Penple march duting & demonstration against the "Macron-Bamier”

denied a chance to form 2 minority
government.

On Saturday, Jean-Lue Melen-
chon, leader of the New Popular
Front, called the new cabinet “a
government of the general election
losers”T He said France should “eet
rid” ‘of the new government “as
sO0mn as possible”

Even before the announcement,
thousands of people ook to the
streets of Paris and other French cities
o1 Saturday in a left-wing protest to
denounce what they called a deniad of
Julv’s election results

Olivier Faure, head of the Socialist
Party. deseribed the new cabinegt as
“a reactionary government that
gives Democracy the finger™.

The far-right National Rally party
of Marine Le Pen has no seats in the
new Gibinet.

Jordan Bardella, the new leader of
the National Rally, condemned the
new government shortly after the
announcement

The new government marks “a
retum to Macronism”™ and has “no
future whatsoever”, he caid.

Jean-Noel Barrot, 41, has been
named the new forelgn minister,
after serving as junior minister for
European affairssince February and
before that as Macron's minister for
digital affairs.

His father Jacques Barrol, a
prominent French politician, served

. T

government in Paris on Saturday. oiMITAR DILKOFF / &FP

in viurious ministerial posts and also
as a European commissioner,

“Good with a new French forelgn
minister with a deep background in
both European and digital affairs”
Carl Bildt, co-chair of the European
Council on Forelgn Relations and a
former Swedish prime minister,
wrote on X,

Antoine Armand, 33, who is
former member of the National
Assembly, will be the new minister
for economy, finance and industrial
and digital sovereignty. He is the
voungest to hold the position in the
country’s recent history.

Sebastien Lecornu, 38, a close ally
of Macron, has kept his job as
defense minister.

No confidence threat

Barniers hard-won new govern-
mient faced pressure from day one on
Sunday as threats of a no-confidence
maotion in parliament multiplied.

To pass, a no-confidence motion
neetds an absolute majority in par-
liement. which would then forcee
the government to step down
immediately — currently an unlike-
lv scenario as the far right and the
leftist bloc, sworn enemies. would
have to vote In unison.

The first major challenge for Bar-
nier will be on Oct 1, when he is
expected to deliver his general policy
speech before the parliament. He is
also expected to soon submit a 2025
budget plun to address the country’s
dire financial stituntion.

Last week, Barnier called the situ-
ation “very serious”, clearly referring
to the public sector deficit that is
projected to hit 5.6 percent of GDP
this vear and go even higher next
vear, also bevond the EUS Hmit

“After the left won the elections,
French citizens end up with the most
far-right, unqualified, and conserva-
tive govermment ever nominated,”
Julien Migorzi, o research fellow at
Oxford University, said on X. "This
coup, decided by Macron, will further
dismage trust in electoral processes
and demooriatic institutions, all for
Le Pen's benefits”

Agencies contributed to this story.
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Trade in services experiencing exponential growth

Confidencein
China’'s economic
development

and increasing
OpEenness rising

By ZHONG NAN

shonEnangehinodariy.com.en

For Koh Pob-Yian, senior vice-
president of PFedEx Express and
president of FedEx China, 2024 is
undoubtedly shaping up to be n
busy year,

The Upited States-based logis-
tics service provider launched two
new flights to the US from Qing-
dao, Shandong provinece, and
Xiamen, Fulian provinee, in June,
and expanded its fast cross-border
shipping services for parcels head-
ing to the US and Evrope from Chi-
niin July,

“This vear also marks the 40th
anniversary of our operations in
China” said Koh, "Since 1984, FedEx
has been committed to expanding
its Jogistics network and service
portfolio to support the growth of
China’s supply chitin amnd trade in
SETVICES.

In contrast to goods trade, trade
in services nefers (o the sales and
delivery of intangible services like
trnsportation, worism, eletom-
munications, advertising, educa-
Hon, computing and accounting.

With multinational corporations
such as FedEyx, Denmark’s Maersk
Line and France's CMA CGM Group
all expanding their logistics capabil-
ities in China this year, thelr expin-
sion is reflective of 4 broader trend
in China’s trade in services, a sector
that has experienced exponential
growth.

In 1982, during the carly stages of
reform and opening-up, Chinids ser-
vices trade had a total value of just
over 84 billion. By 2023, this figure
had jumped o $933.1 billion, 2 233-
fold increase, data from the Minis-
try of Commeroe show.

As global value chains undergo
restructunng, market watchers said
that both Chinese and foreign com-
panies are positioning themselves
to capitalize on growing demand for
services such as innovation, finance,
Iogristics, marketing and branding.

Wang Xiaohong, a researcher at
the China Center for International
Economit Exchianges in Beljing,
sald Chinas continued efforts to
expand its opening-up will position
tradde in services as a kev engine for
sustalning economic growth and
cultivating new competitive advin-
tages i the coming vears.

Chinas dedication to enhancing
the quality of its manufacturing sec-
tor s anticipated to boost demand
for services In areas such as innova-
tion, equipment maintenance, tech-
nical  expertise,  information,
professional support and  desizn,
sald Wange,

This will stimulate the develop-
ment of new business models,
industries and pperational
approaches, both domestically and
globally, she added

Shenvang North Adreraft Mainte-
nanee Co Lid, a subsidiary of State-
owned China Southern Airlines, isa
typical example of a2 company bene
fiting from Chinas service trde
growth, leveraging its expertise in
auxiliary power unit maintenance

o il

Visitors check out 2 colorad lanternat tha Sichuan province exhibition
in Befjiing on Sapt 14 Z4aNG WE) # CHINA DALY

stand during the 2024 Chine

intemational Failr for Trads in Ssrvices

e

Left: A visitor takes pictures of an artificial intelligence orthopedic surgery robot dunng the 2024 CIFTIS in Baijing on Sept 12, 24ANG Wl /
cHina DalLy Right: A visitor experiences a passengar-carrving autonornous asrial vehicle during the 2024 CIFTIS in Baijing on Sept 13, 1anG #E
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to tap into new markets.

The Shemyiang, Lizoning prov-
ince-hasad aiverafll parts mainte-
nance and overhanl service provider
saw 15 sales revenue from: airerafl
APU maintenance surge 15.9 per
cent vear-on-year to 438 million
vuian (562.06 million) m the fArst
eight months, marking five consecu-
tive yvears of rapid growth, said
Shenyang Customs,

"With a capacity to repair 245
APU units annually, we are able to
provide services for six types of
APUs, including those for Airbus
A320 senes aircraft and Boeing
7ATNG planes,” said Wang Luluy, a
senior engineer at Shenvang
North  Ajreraft | Maintenance,
“Since 2022, we have serviced 36
APUs from countries and regions

including Europe, the US and
Southeast Asia, generating sales
revenue 'of 123 million vuan, Our
OVErseas malntenance services
have emerged as a new growth
driver tor the company.”

The value of China's trade In servi-
o8 grew by 10 percent year-on-vear
Lo 6.57 trillion yuan in 2023, said the
Ministry of Commertce.

This momentum has continued
in the first seven months, with Chi-
nas total value of =ervices trade
growing 14.7 peroent on 4 vearly
basis to 423 trillion yuan.

To further open up IS sSErvices
sector and facilitate convenient
eross-border flow of various inno-
viation elements, the State Council,
China’s Cabinet, released a policy
document in early September
regarding promotion of the devel-
opment of trade in services
through high-standard opeéning-
up. Thev are crucial to supporting
the expansion of companies like

FedEx and Shenvang North Air-
crafl Maintenance.

The guldeline addressed key
points in supporting the develop-
ment of Irade i services and s
expectied to encoursge an innova-
tive environment for the growth of
the sector.

Sinee joining the World Trade
Omanization m 2001, China has
beéen fulfiling its commitments,
pecelerating the opening-up of 1is
services seclor o the outside world,
and successfully boosting trade in
services, said Tang Wenhong, assist-
ant minister of commerce.

Tang said that the govérnment
will fully implement the negative
list for cross-border services trade,
establish and improve the manage-
ment system for the list, and
strengthen links hetween various
administrative approvals, licenses,
filings and negative list adjust-
ments.

A negative list refers to specific

Nations evoloing outbound tourism market

REPORTER'S
LOG

By Zhong Nan

mate, who now works at a for-
eign Urade company in Cixi,
Zhejiang provinee, booked a two-
night stay at a hotel in Singapore to
attend a Tavior Swift concert
It wasn't st the peaple sitting in
the same row of the plane who were
headed W the concert at the South-
cast Asian ¢ountry’s national stadi-
um. She quickly noticed that many
passengers on her flight were also
going to watch the show, as they all
talked about the same topic on board.
Many of them bought sequin
dresses in China before the depar-

fn early March, my college class-
A

ture and made friendship bracelets.
Young people also joined with fans
from other parts of the warld o
attend pre-concert meetups, tulgat-
ing events or hanging out at nearbw
restaurants and bars to share the
excitement.

This highlights a broader trend
within China’s rapidly growing
trade in services sector, particularly
in areas like tourism and cultural
CXPOIIenees.

As disposable incomes rise and
the demand for international events
and services increases, more Chi
nese  consumers are  traveling
abroad, not onlv for business, but
also for leisure activities.

This surge in outbound tourism
reflects the broader expansion of
China’s services sector. 1t has seen
significant growth in areas like tour-
ks, logistics and professional servi-
¢es, becoming an integral part of the

mations economic transformeation

China’s travel services continued
o grow at a high rate in the first sov-
en months of 2024, with revenue in
the sector reaching L4 trillion yuan
($161L.5 hilllon), an Increase of 48.5
percent vear-on-year. This made it
the larngest sector in China’s tride in
strvices, statistics from the Ministry
of Commerce showid.

The rapid growth of China's travel
services seclor, driven by risine dis-
posuble incomes and increasing
demand for international events,
bangs significant benefits to the
global economy,

As more Chinese consumers Lray-
¢l abroad for leisure, such as out-
door activities and cultural events,
they contribute to the economies of
the destination countries.

The influx of Chinese tounsts
can boost local businesses. includ-
ing hospitality, retail, aviation,

cruises and entertidnment events,
driving demand for various prod-
uets and creating job opportuni-
ties.,

Moreover, Chinese¢ outbound
tourism  fosters  cross-cultural
exchanges and strengthens global
economic ties, particularly in coun-
tries heavily reliant on tourism rev-
enue. Destinations in Southeast
Asia, Europe and North America,
in  particular, benefit from
increased spending on accomimi-
dation, dining and shopping by
Chinese tourists,

The surge in interpational travel
also highlights the mportance of
global cooperation in catering
businesses, logistics and infra-
structure, as 1t demands efficient
transportation networks and cross-
border services.

For example, Chinese companies
such as State-owned China Railway

areas. of indostry where foreign
investors are not allowed to operate,
They can operate in areas not
appearing on the list.

“Since  China%s  manufacturing
investment and goods trade have
remained ata high level, trade in ser-
vices plavs an even more important
role to drive high-quality economic
growth and new quality productive
forces,” said Jiang Hao, n partner at
global management consultancy
Rolind Berger,

New quality productive forces
are advanced productivity freed
from traditional economie growth
mpdes and productivity develop-
ment paths, featuring high-tech,
high efficiency and high quality,
and are in line with the new devel-
opment philosophy:.

Jiang noted that the top three
categories of China’s trade in servi-
cEs are tournism, bansportation
and other business services. They
account for 60 percent of the

Construction Corp and China Com-
mumcations Construction Co have
all undetrtaken milroad and dirport
construction projects In numeros
countries in Africa, Southeast Asia
and the Middle East

As China expands its trade in ser-
vices, this deeper intesration into
the global economy strengthens
trade partnerships, drves growth in
related industries and contributes
o the overall development of a
more interconnected global servi-
ces market,

Based on these facts, the next
growth stage of China’s outbound
touri=m market could be charneter-
zed by inereased demand for more
personalized, high-quality travel
experiences, aswell as a shift toward
niche segmoents such as eco-tourism,
adventure travel, sport tourism and
cultural exploration,

As Chinese consumers becoms
more affluent and sophisticated,
they are seeking umque and unmer-
sive experiences rather than stan-
dard group tours. This transition s

nation’s total services trade, while
most developed countries” trade in
services foruses on knowledge and
technology-hased areas.

“This means China has & lot of
potential to expand services trade,
particularly as more Chinese com-
panies are going overseas and seek-
ing highwnd services o go along
with them,” he said, adding that as
China continues promoting the Belt
and Road Initiative and contribt-
ing to the growth of the Global
South, services trade will be even
more ¢ritical to help domestie Ainms
achieve their goals.

Similar views were expressed by
Mohammed al Ajlan, deputy chair-
man of Ajlan & Bros Group, a Saudi
Arabia-based conglomerate. "Since
entering the Chinese market we
have witnessed tremendous change
and maintain long-term confidence
in China’s high-quality economie
development and increasing open-
ness, especiadly in the areas of trade
in services and technology growth,”
he said.

With closer China-Saudi politieal
ard business ties, the deep integra-
tion of the BRI and Saudi Arabia’s
Vision 2030 program between Sau-
di and Chinese companies will deep-
en and solidify, sald al Ajlan,

*We aim to facilitate the mmple-
mentation of advanced concepls,
technologies, products and services
in Saudi Ambia through phitforms
such as the China International Fair
for Trade in Services” be sadd. Al
Allan is also chatrman of the Saudi-
Chingse Business Council.

China and Belarus also signed a
trade agreement in services and
investment in August, said the Min-
istry of Commerce. The gereement
i5 poised to further unlock the
potential for cooperation in these
fields and support high-quality
development of the BRI

Attracted by China's high-level
ppening-up, culture and quality
education service, Duke Kunshan
University, a joint venture of Duke
University in the LS, Wahan Uni-
versity in Hobel provinee and Kun-
shin, a4 oty in Jmangsu province,
witnessed its largest undergraduate
class this vear, up 25 percent from
the previous vear and doubling the
size of its inaugural undergraduate
clitss in 2018,

About 350 students are from Chi-
na, with about 150 being interma-
tional — a 50 peroent incredse over
the previous year, doubling the size
of its inaugural undergraduate class
in 2018.

This vear, the university received
the highest number of iIntermational
applications, with over £.700 appli-
cants from 123 countries competing
for 150 spots, About half of these
applicants were from the US,
according to John Quelch, executive
vicechancellor of Duke Kunshan
Universitw.

“T believe that DEU will help me
achieve my goals by not only
immersing myself in Chinese cul-
ture, hut also broadening my per-
spective through other students,
faculty and courses” said Sarn Sala-
zar, a class of 2028 student from Tex-
as. the US,

From 2013 to 2023, the average
annual growth rate of global ser-
vices exports reached 4.9 percent,
which doubled the average
growth rate for the world’s goods
exports, sald the World Trade
Urganization.

likely to drive the development of
lwxury travel, high-end food and
wine tasting, wellness tourism and
specialized services tailored to indi-
vidual  preferences, providing
opportunities for destinations and
SErVICe providers o cater to this
evoliving market.

Another key trend in the next
phase of China’s outbound tour-
ism will be the expansion into less-
er-Known and visa-free
destinations, bevond the tradition-
&l hotspots in Southeast Asia and
Europe. Chinese tourists will
mcreasingly explore regions like
Afrtca, the Middle East, South
America and Central Asia, offering
these emerging markets the
chance to tap into a locrative
souree of tourism revenue.

For the global economy, this evo-
lution in China’s outbound tourism
means increased demand for diver-
sified services that will spor invest-
mient in infrastructure, technology
and sustainable initiatives in wur-
ism-heavy regions,
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IWG bullish on nation’s
evolving work environment

SWIES company operates over 130

By ZHONG NAN
shongnaniEchinadaily.omm.on

Internationsl Workplace Group, &
Switzerlund-based . provider  of
hvbrid working solutions, will
expand its service network (o maore
than 2,000 locations across China
over the next decade, said a senior
executive,

Currently operating over 130
workspace locations across 35 cities
in China, primarily in first and sec-
ond-tier cities, TWG has recently
begun  expanding  into  smaller
urban areas. The London-listed
company aims o accelerate its
establishment of locations in cities
such as Changzhow, Jiangsu prov-
ince; Tongxiung, Zhejiang province;
Shangrao, Jiangxi provinee; Weihai,
Shandong provinee; and Mianvang,
Sichuan province.

Hybirid working solutions refer to
a group of workers that are distrib-
uted across varions locations, from
traditional offices and factory spa-
ces to remote locations, including
within employees’ homes them-
selves. Such i model offers employ-
ees flexibility and cholce, and has
driven new approaches to aglity,
collaborution and wavs of working

office sites across 35 cities in China

over the past two decades.

Global gffice market trends have
umered significant  attention.
Especially after the COVID-19 pan-
demic, many companies have start-
ed to reassess their office lavout
strategies, increasingly favoring
flexible working models, incinding
remote and distributed work.

These trends have led o declining
occupancy rates, nsing vacancy
rates and downwanrd-trending rents
in prime business districts, a phe-
nomenon observed not only in Chi-
ni, but also in major cities abroad
like New York and London, said
Edward Hu, general manager of
I'WG China

“In response to these trends, we
recognize that the future office mar-
ket will feature more new formats
and demands. Therefore, our devel-
opment plans and the concept for
new centers are based on an under-
standing of future office market
trends and a focus on new working
styles)” said Hu

With over 30 vears of experience
and currently operating more thian
4,000 locations throughout the world,
IWG has conducted in-depth big data
unalysis and assessments of the space
recuirements for each location.

“Typically, we establish each point
in & center across one or two stan-
dard floors. The area sizes mnge
from as small as 800 square meters
to as large a8 6,000 sq m, usually
covering two floors,” he said, adding
A layvout spanning two floors and
measurng between 1,500 and 2000
sq m is considered the ideal size.

Believing that China'’s service sec-
tor represents 4 major industry with
significant demand for office space
services, Hu said that the manufac-
tring sector may have ample space
locally, but in ather regions, it could
still require office space solutions
for employees at sales units, market-
ing and service teams.

"Additionally, in high-end servies
industries such as consulting,
human resources awl  finance,
demand for our services Is even
stronger,” he said. “These industries
tend (o be more capital-intensive
rather than labar-intensive, leading
to high demand for premium office
spaces within office bulldings.”

Having entered the Chinese mar-
ket three decades ago, IWG, with the
support of over 10,000 employees
worldwide, now operates more than
4000 workspaces in over 120 coun-
tries,

Viadimir Kazbekov, vice-presi-
dent and chief operating officer of
Shanghai-based New Develop-
ment Bank, said China has made

notable strides in liberalizing its
services sector. creating new
opportunities for further advance-
ment amd attracting foreign
investment.

Far example, the Ministry of Com-
merce  announcéd earlier this
month that China plans to allow
wholly owned foreign hospitals in
Belling, Shanghal and seven other
cithes or reglons.,

Echoing that sentiment, Wang
Bo, deputy director-general of the
department of trade in services and
commercial services al the Ministry
of Commerce, sald China’s dedlca-
tion to expanding market access,
aligning its  compliance mecha-
nisms with international standards
and Implementing a negative list
for cross-border trade In services
underseores its strong commitment
o this process.

A negative list specifies industries
where foreign investors are prohib-
tted from operating, They are per-
mitted to operate in any sectors not
included on the list.

A recent Harvard Business
Review article listed four key
strengths of Chinas economy,
namely its innovation ecosystem,
investment in the Global South,
ultra-competitive markets and 1.4
billion consumers, and suggested
that leaders of multinational corpo-
rations seize opportunities in China

CIFTIS successtully
showcases green firms

BELJING — The 2024 China
International Fair for Trade in Servi-
ces in Beifing served not only as a
platform to showease innovation in
new quality productive forees, but
also empowers enterprises 1o
embrace a green and low-carbon
future in the Chinese markeb

Held from Sept 12 to 16, the fair
showrased advancements in green
and intelligent services. Chinas
“dual carbon” gouls have infused
new energy into the green transi-
tion across various sectors, includ-
ing construction, trunsportation,
education, healtheare, sports and
finance, among others,

The envirommental services
exhibition hall at this vear’s fair
covered approximately 12,000
square meters, featuring multiple
cones dedicated to green energy,
carbon neutrality technologies
andd the clreular econonmy. Multiple
cutting-edge  technologies  from
both domestic and inteérnational
enterprises muade their debuls,
positioning CIFTIS as the premier
stage for global green innovation.

IQAIr a Swiss company provid-
ing alr purification and air quality
monitoring services, participated
in CIFTIS for the first time this
year. It introduced its latest IQAIr
Wih Dashiboard, which integrates
big data monitoring, air pollution
control and data visualization with
hardware systemns to help control
indoor air pollution and improve
air quality in workspaces.

China has introduced numerous
measures (0 ease markel aceess,
particularly in the ficld of green
development, which will benefit
countries worldwide. Internation.
al companies are eager to integrate
into China’s framework for high-
quality development, said Frank
Christian Hammes, global CEO of
IQAIr.

At the “Global Green Economy
Development Forum”™ held during
the fair, participants heaped praise
on China for creating a major plat-
form for global collaboration and
exchange in the emerging areas of
ETEEN ECONDmY.

Green competitiveness, chiarae
terfzed by low-carbon practices, is
reshaping global supply chains
and international trade rules Th
drive high-quality and sustainable
economic development, it is essen-
tial to' strengthen energy-gaving
and emission reduction manage-
ment, build a carbon foolprint
reciuction system and promote the
green, low-carbon transformation
of indusirial and energy struc-
tures, said Sha Zukang, honorary
president of the International
Green Economy Association, when
addressing the event

At the fair, many impressive
achievements highlighting new
mdustries, business models and
practices in the green, low-carbon
sector, were on display. Break-
through technologies, such as
recyoled PET materials and bio-
mass heating, were presented by
spveral green (ronomy cormpanioes,

Between heaven and earth,
mgedwrwithotharmmbm.l

—Zhuangzi, Philosapher, Lote 4% =

Making its debut at the fair,
Optics Valley Bluefire from
Wuhan, Hubei provinee, attracted
visitors' attention with a model
demonstrating the conversion of
biomass energy from agricultural
and forestry waste, such as rice
husks, wood scraps and crop
straw, into thermal energy. This
technology has already been
implemented in various regions
across China, placing it at the
forefront of the domestic green-
agri sector

“We hope to bring our *blue fire’
to  thousands of households
through CIFTIS” said Xiong Jian,
chairman of the company, who
believes that China’s blomass heat-
ing sector holds vast potential, and
CIFTIS. with its focus an green
economy, offers 4 major platform
for companies to inteégrate into the
globa! development landscape

In recent years, China has vigor-
ously promotid high-level open-
ing up, leading to steady growth in
the scale of services trade, and an
accelerated pace of opening-up
VArious services sectors. Earlier
this month, China unveiled a set of
enidelines to promote high-guali-
ty development of trade in servi-
ces, committed to fully
constructing the management
system of the negative 1ist for
cross-border trade in services and
improving the standardization
level of services.

In March, China unveiled a pro-
gram to promote lange-scale equip-
ment upgrades and consumer
goods trade-ins.

Lin Ling, president of Philips
Greater China, stated that in
response 1o this plan, the company
showeased its initiative designed
to offer tailored solutions for tech-
nology upgrades and equipmoent
renewanls in medical institutions,
aiming to enhanee the quality and
efficiency of healtheare services
and accelerate the development of
new quality productive forces in
the industry.

This vear’s CIFTIS also saw the
launch of several initiatives aimed
at bolstering the stability and
growth of supply chains, earning
high praise from  participating
businesses,

At the boath of Wilo Group, one
of the world's leading providers of
pumps and pumping systems, 4
skid-mounted hydraulic module
festuring functions such as fire
protection, air conditioning, moni-
toring and cooling water filtration
caught the attention of visitors.

The equipment was fully assem-
bled and tested at Wilo's factories,
Once delivered to the project site,
1t only required water and electne-
ity connections to function proper-
ly. It is widely applicable in
commercial, industrial, data een-
ters and heating sectors, reducing
on-gite installation time by 80 per-
cent and lowering failure rates by
60 percent.

XINHUA
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Keys to achieving China’s annual

CAl MENG 7 CHISA DALY

economic growth target of 5%

Expansionary fiscal and monetary policies
needed to alleviate deflationary pressures

EAGLE EYE
By Yu Yongding

o assess whether we can reach

the annual economic growth tar-

get, we first need a reasonable

analytical framework. Using the
simplest expenditure method to analyze
the possibility of achieving around 5 per-
cent GDFP growth in 2024, we must consid-
er the thrée main components of
economic growth: final consumption,
capital formation, and net exports. We
also need to make reasonable assump-
tions about the growth rates of these com-
ponents,

In 2023, China’s final consumption grew
by about 8 pervent, contributing 82 pércent
o the 52 percent GDP growth., This high
consumption growth was mainly due tothe
base effect. Assuming that consumption
growth will drop to around 5 percent in
2024 and that the trade surplus holds ft,
we can conclude that Lo achieve around 5
percent annual GDP growth, the required
growih mate for capital formation shoulkd
hit 5.3 percent, higher than the 3.5 pereent
growth in 2023,

During the January-April period, China's
retail sales, a key measurement of consum-
er spending, grew by 4.1 percent vear-on-
vear. This indicates that to reach the
annual growth target, capital formation
growth in 2024 will need to exceed the ini-
tially set 5.3 percent.

The growth in property investment in
the first half of the vear was weaker than
expected. However, the manufacturing sec-
tor exceeded expectations due to the rapid
growth of industres like new energy vehi-
cles. In the first quarter, manufacturing
investment growth reached 99 pereem,
somewhat offsetting the negative impacts
of low eonsumption growth and the declin-
ing real estate sector on GDFP growth.
Nonetheless, it is clear that infrastructure
investment growth in the second half of the
vear shoulkl be significantly higher than
initially assumed. Only then can China like-
Iv achieve its annual GDP growth target for
the vear.

For a long time, China’s producer price
index, which gauges factorv-gate pri-
ces, has registered negative growth. Mean-
while, the growth of Chinas consumer

price index. the main gauge of infla-
tion, has fluctuated around 2 percent. even
experiencing negative growth at times, In
this context, it is necessary to implement
expansionary fiscal and monetary policies
to stimulate econtdmic growth and allevi-
ate deflationary pressures.

In light of weak expectations and a lack
of willingness to invest among enterpris-
es, we must increase infrastructure
investment. It is crucial to emphasize
that we refer to a broad definition of
infrastructure, which includes areas like
“new infrastructure”, healtheare, elderly
housing, cultural education facilities, and
RE&ED — investments that typically lack
profits and are uniikely to attract private
enterprises,

I fully agree with the view that the fun-
damental reason for current low price
levels lies in insufficient demand and
supplv-demand imbalances, rather than
inadequale monetary supply. The main
issue s the inadeguate total demand.
Although some policies aimed at stimu-
lating consumption and the real estate
market were introduced in the first half
of the year, thelr effects have not been sig-
nificant, possibly due to lnte implementa-
tion or insufficient intensity 1o effectively
address current economic challenges.
Therefore, the government needs Lo con-
tinue to strengthen expansionary macro-

coonomic policles, particularly fiseal

palicies, while ensuring these policies are
effectively implemented.

If the expansionary policies prove effec-
tive and China successfully achieves the
around 5 percent annual growth target this
vear, we can maintain economic growth
abowve 5 percent by 2025, However, we can-
not rule out the possibility of external
shocks or policy missteps leading to a sud-
den nse in inflation before achieving
potential growth rates. Thus, we must seize
the current opportunity and strive to resch
the amund 5 peércent annual economic
growth targel

When it comes to the question of wheth-
¢r capital formation growth in 2024 can
exceed that of 2023, it depends on whether
infrastructure growth can significantly sur-
pass that of 2023, Infrastructure invest-
ment growth is influenced by several
factors, including project reserves, local
sovernment incentives, and the availability
of funds and costs.

In the first half of the vear, the govern-
ment'’s issuance actions of nlta-long-term

For along time, China's
producer price index has
registered negative growth.
Meanwhile, the growth of
China's consumer price
index has fluctuated
around 2 percent, even
experiencing negative
growth at times. In this
context, itis necessary to

implement expansionary
fiscal and monetary

policies to stimulate
economic growth and
alleviate deflationary

pressures.

special treasury bonds were relatively slow,
passibly due to coneerns about the patén-
tial crowding-out effects and market vola-
tility from excessive bond issuance, or due
to inflation fears,

With further issuance of treasury
bonds, the People’s Bank of China, the
country’s central bank, Is expected to
intensify open market operations. The
centinl bank should coordinate with the
Ministry of Finance Lo increase bond pur-
chases to mitigate the “crowding-out
effeet”, lower interest rates, and stimulate
seonomic growth.

When it comes to the question of “how
to solve China's high savings rate prob-
lem”, China currently needs to focus on
increasing total demand rather than on
the high savings rates, Increasing total
demand essentially means boosting
consumption, investment, and net
export demand. Supporting exports is
necessary in the ecurrent context, but
relying on exports for economic growth
s not sustainable. Local governments
should avoid stimulating exports
through measures like tax rebates and
instead focus on helping enterprises
transform and upgrade while exploring
domestic markets. Stimulating con-
sumption is also essential, with local-
jzed  strategies based on  actual
conditions, In the medium to long term,
the government should work on reforms
in the tax svstem and social security to
increase income equality and enhance
pverall consumption propensity.

While China’s savings mte is relatively
high, several countries, especially. In Asin
and Northern Europe, have savings riles
comparable W or higher than China's, such
as Singapore. As long as high savings are
voluntary rather than forced, they are not
necessurilv a bad thing. The government
should focus on transforming savings into
investments rather than simply lowering
the spvings ritte.

In the current situation. since consump-
Hon 1s & function of iInCome, income expec-
tations, and wealth, residents will not
increase consumption without growth in
moome, improvement in income expecta-
tions, or rising asset prices. Even if the gov-
ernment provides residents with cash,
they are likely to save it for emergencics.

Therefore, the government should concen-

trate on using controllable methods, such
as infrastructure investment, to kick-start
economic growth. Infrastructure invest-
ment not only directly creates demand,
but also generates a “crowding-in effect’,
stimulating investment in other sectors
and promoting overall economic growth.
As the economy grows, residents’ incomes
will rise, leading 1o increased consumer
spending.

In 2024, the government should ageres-
sively Issue tresgsury bondds to support
infrastructure investment, ensuring that
we can smoothly achieve around 5 percent
econamic growth in 2025,

The economie outlook for the second
half of 2024 remains challenging, but we
still have a time window to realize the
annual growth target. Currently, inflation
remains at historically low levels, allow-
ing plenty of room for implementing
expansionary fiscal and monetary poli-
cies. In contrast, the US faces greater eco-
nomic pressure, balancing inflation,
growth. and international payvments. Chi-
na, however, only needs to focus on eco-
nomic growth.

Owverall, | believe that the economie sit-
uation in the US has limited impact on
China. The kev is for us to manage our
own affairs well. As 2024 is already more
than halfway through, adopting a wait-
and-see approach is not advisable. We
must adopt a resolute spirit to achieve the
around 5 percent annual economic
growth target and reverse the declining
trend in economic growth that has per-
sisted since 2000,

The writer 8 a member of the Academic
Divigions of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences.

The views do not necessavily reflect those of
Chane Daily,

Long-term
rise of yuan
intact despite
challenges

MAIN STREET
By Massimiliano Castelli

espite near-term challenges over
growth and geopolities, the RMB is
likely to increase its share in global
forex, reserves over the long-term.
When the remminbi was included in the
special drawing rights basket in 2015, expec-
tations fora rapid rise of the Chinese curren-
ey — also known as the yuan — in the global
financial architecture were high, In fadt,
over the following vears, the RMBS share
within global foreign exchange reserves
mare than doubled to 2.8 percent in 2021,
according to IMFs Currency Composition of
Official Foreign Exchange Reserves data

The widlespread assumption at that time was
that the RMB would eventually challenge the
dominant role of the US dollar. Flowever, thie
pace of growth of the RMBS share of forex
reserves has been hindered by several fictoes in
Tecent years. Acoonding to the IMF, its share fell
slighthy to around 2.3 percent by theend of 2023

UBS Asset Management carries out an
annunl survey of central bankers ahead of its
Reserve Management Seminar in June, In jits
2024 survey, the RMB's average long-term tar-
get allocation Amiong reserve nmanagers stood
at 5 percent. a slight drop from 5.2 percent in
the 2023 survey. However, looking at the year
aheud, central banks are planning to further
add to their RMB positions. Overall, 70 per-
vent of survey respondents answered that they
had already invested, or were considering
imvesting, in the Chinese currency.

The pause in the march of the RMB to
global reserve currency status is due to mul-
tiple factors,

First of all, the rise in US interest rates
that began in 2022 to fight inflation has
movedd the interest rate differential in favor
of the greenback, leading to reserve mansag-
ers taking advantage of higher yvields in the
LIS Treasury markel

Next, intemational investor sentiment
toward Ching, including reserve managers,
i currently weak due to the country’s ongo-
ing economic challenges,

Finally, geopolitical tensions and the risk
of sanctions have somewhat dented the
appetite of central banks for onshore yuan
assers, Following the start of the conflict in
Ukruine, the US and ity allies targeted
reserves held by the central bank of Russia,
raising concerns among central banks
about sanction risks stemming from forex
reserves, and whether they can continue to
be perceived as “safe” assets, The inerease in
direct and indirect sanction risks has
undoubtedly impacted demand for the Chi-
NESE CUITencey Among neserve manngers.

What is the outlook for the RMB and éGin
it resuume its growth in global reserves?

The US-China interest rate differential &
expected to fall going forward as the Fed
starts easing interest rates. Should the US
ecopomy slow down significantly or even fall
into recession, the interest mate differential
could disappear, This would make RMB fixed
income assets more attractive going forward.

The challenges faced by the Chinese real
estate sector are on track to eventually get
resolved as the Chinese government contin-
ues implementing targeted policy measures,
This may also have a4 positive impact on
household consumption and growth.

What about geopolitics? According to the
fatest UBS KMS survey, when asked which
resérve currencies are most likely o benefit
from macroeconomic and geopolitical shifts
over the next five vears, the greenback and
the yvuan were the two currencies most often
mentioned, followed by the yven and the euro,
When asked specifically about the impact of
US-China tensions on the internationaliza-
tion of the renminbi, 47 percent of respon-
dents said that it had no impact, 30 percent
believed it had slowed it down and 14 per-
cent thought it has accelerated it.

Demand for diversification of reserves
away from the US dollar remains strong glo-
hally, driven by geopalitical, economic and
financial dynamies. So far, this process has
been slow as the US economy and its curren-
cv have outperformed expectations. We
believe the dollar is and will remuin for the
foreseeahle future the main store of value for
global investors, including reserve manag-
ers. However, currency diversification is set
to continue in the future as the world gradu-
ally moves toward a multipolar system. The
RMB looks set to continue its steady nse in
global forex reserves, in particular ifitis sup-
ported by an improvement in the Chinese
economy, the ongoing rise in the use of vuian
in crass-border payments and the more
widespread use of the digital RMB.

The woriter i3 head of stratesy for officlal
institutions, UBS Asset Management.

The views do not necessarily reflect those of
China Dixrily.
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Range-extended EVs outstrip

competition with fast growth

Once overlooked
technology back in
spotlight as buyers
snap up such models

By CAO YINGYING
coopTgangc chrmadonly,corm.on

Sales of range-extended electric
vehicles are growing much faster
than pure eleetric ones, prompting
mare antomakers to focus on devel-
oping such models.

REEVS feature nan ¢lectric power-
train i propulsion and a small
internal combustion engine o
charge the vehicle’s battery, extend-
mg the dnving range and tackling
driver anxiety over range.

Data show thit in 2023, sales of
REEYs reached 640,000 units,
jumping 181 percent year-on-vear.
In the first half of this vear, nearly
470,000 units of REEV were sold, up

24 percent.

In July, sales of pure EVs reached
505,000 units, a slight increase of 0.9
pereent year-on-year. Sales of plug-
in hvbrids were about 318,000 units,
up 73 percent vear-on-vear. Mean-
while, sales of REEVs soared 115 per-
cent o 122,000 units, according 1o
data from the China Passenger Car
Association.

These figures indicate that REEVs
are the fustest-growing segment
armong new enerey vehicles, which
primarily include pure electrie,
plug-in hybrid and range-extended
vehicles. Despite their relatively
sminll volume, REEVS hold signifi-
cant potential for growth,

Such models from brands like Li
Auto and Alto, which focus on
REEVs, have been well-received by
customers and become profitable,

Even automakers dedicated to
pure EVs, such as Leapmotor, Deep-
al, Neta and Vovah, have launched
or are aboul o launch such models,
despite initial controversy sur-
rounding the technology.

Recently, more sutomakers have
announced their entry into the
REEV segment. Xpeng, for instance,
15 developing its first REEV model,
which will be a large SUV and is
expected to stirt mass production in

Visitors inspect the Alto M9 at the Chengdu auto show in late August. The SUV is availahle in
range-extendsd and pure elactric vanants, Cao YINGYING ¢ CHINA DALY

the secomd half of 2025, according Lo
i NEWs report.

Similarly, SAICS premium EV
arm, IM Motor, will launch a range-
extended SUV o compete with Li
Aulo’s L7 in the first quarter of 20225,
Geely’s Zeekr also plans to launch
models with such technology:

On Aug 21, Changan'’s premium
NEV brand, Avatr, Lmunched its
Eunlun range-extended technology
in Shanghai, clpiming it will deliver
a driving experience admost identi-
cal to that of pure EVs.

Globally, Hyundad, Ford and Stel-
lantis are showing interest in the
REEV approach, especially amid the
slowdown in EV demand in Europe.

In late August, Hyundai
announced it plans to start mass
production of new REEVs in both
North America and China by the
end of 2026, with siles beginning in
carly 2027

Hyundai is targeting arange of up
to 900 kiometers for its future
REEVs.

The automaker views the tech-
pology a8 a bridge to full EV adop-
tion before the necessiary charging

infrastructure is built and battery
costs fall.

The emergence of rmnge-extend-
ed technology is being driven by
consumer demand, although the
technology was overlooked due to
its simple structure, which limited
its ability to offer multiple driving
modes, said industry experts.

Cul Dongshu, secretary-seneral
of the China Passenger Car Associ-
ation, said that compared with
pure EVs, range-extended cars do
not riquire large batteries, saving
costs and space. They have a sim-
pler structure than plug-in hyhrids
and their generators reduce colli-
ston risks, enabling them to better
meel consumer negds,

Regarding the market prospects
for REEVs, products typically
exceed 4.9 meters in length, classi-
fied as mid 1o large sized high-end
vehicles, said Zhu Xichan, a special
expert of the China Society of Auto-
motive Engineers and a professor at

Tongji University.

Zhu noted that compared to plug-
in hybrids, mnge-extended vehicles
have larger batteries, longer electric

ranges and can host more advanced
digital configurstions due to their
size.

Some experts beljieve thar, despite
being labeled a4 transitional technol-
ogy, REEVs could become a main-
stream option in the near future

Ouvang Minggao, an academi-
cian of the Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences and a professor at Tsinghua
University, stated that within five to
10 vears, the share of REEVs and
plug-in hybrids in the overall NEV
muitrket s expected W incerease to
J0-40 pereent.

Hange-extended technology
remains controversial among some
automakers,. BMW CEO  Oliver
Zipse has criticized range-extended
vehicles for their Hmitations, such
as outdated technology, high main-
lenance. costs, poor energy conver-
sion rtes, high prices and limited
model aptions.

Mercedes-Benz once developed
and tested an EQS range-extended
prototype but reportediy halted the
project, citing high production
costs and unsustainable advantn-
EeL,

After-sales service of gasoline cars better, says report

By LI FUSHENG
Miwsheng@ ehinadatly.comen

Gasoline vehicle manufacturers
are improving their after-sales servioe
o retadn customers amid feroe com-
petition in the Chinese vehicle mur-
kit acconding to a ). D Power stuily,

The LI Power 2024 China Cus-
tomer Service Index Study, released
on Thursday, showed that customer
service satisfaction in Ching hit 773
o a LO00-point scale in 2024, a
14-point increase from 2023

Specifically, sahsfaction among
owners of  préemium  brands
increased 1 points to 796. Land Rov-
er mnked first with a score of 805, fol-
[owed by Mercedes-Benz with a score
of 802 and Cadillac at 801.

Scores for mass-market brands
and Chinese carmakers stood at 767
and 765 respectively, each seeing an
inerease of 14 points from 2023,

Of mass-market brands, GAC
Honda ranked highest on the list
with a seore of 792 Geely was high-
est wmong Chinese domestic brands

with a score of 786. Chery and GAC
Trumpehi ranked second in 4 tie
among Chinese domestic brands,
each with a score of 780.

The stidy, now in its 24th vear,
measures satisfaction with after-
sales service at authorized dealers in
the past 12 months among owners of
1 to 4-vear-old vehicles.

The 2024 study is bused on
responses from 33,298 vehicle own-
ers of 43 automotive brands in 81
major cities who purchased their
new Internal combustion engine
vehicle between January 2020 and
June 2023, The study was run from
February to July 2024.

1L.D. Power said the improvements
in scores in 2024 mdicate that auto-
makers are placing more emphasis
¢m after-sales service,

Of the six factors measured in the
study, service quality has seen the
highest increase, improving 16
points from 2023,

Ann Xie, general manager of the
dhigital retall consulting practice at
LD, Power China, said as NEV mak-

ers’ direct sales models and digital
communication channels are
becoming trendy, those who pur-
chase intermal combustion enging
vehicles are now expecting  tha
same service efhcleney.

"Automakers need W actively
adapt to market changes by build-
ing efficient digmtal service systems
that reduce costs while also enhane-
ing the customer experience. Strik-
ing the right balance between cost
control and customer satisfaction
will be crucial,” she said.

The 2024 study showed that car-
makers are secing their efforts work
best for new car owners.

Of the respondents, the satisfac-
tion of those who have owned their
vehicle for one to two  years
improved 25 paints compared with
the previous study. Meanwhile, sat-
isfaction among those who have
owned their new vehicle for three to
four years fell 16 points,

Another finding is that service
transparency has a great effect on
satisfaction.

The study showed that customers’
satisfaction is 77 points higher when
they are shown Hve footage or video
of their vehicles being serviced than
those who are not. That gap was
only 30 polnts in 2023, Car owners'
satisfaction is 91 points higher when
all serviee charges are comimunicat-
ed in advance, the study said,

Satisfaction and levalty are higher
among customers who have
installed the app from their vehicle
maker.

They are found to be more likely
to go to the authorized dealerships
instead of roadside mechanics for
repair and maintenance, which is 8
percentage points higher than non-
AP USErs.

Such customers tend to spend
more on after-sales services, with an
average expenditure of 2,331 yuan
($330), 718 yvuan higher than those
of non-app users.

The study also found that custom-
ers who are offered free benefits by
the automakers are more likely to
purchase other benefits.

Short Torque
EU seeking solution with Europe suffers major Outsourcing talks by Denza joint venture now
China over vehicle tariffs slump in auto sales Waymo and Hyundai fully owned by BYD

The Europesn Unjon s looking to
find a “mutually agreeable solution™
with China regsarding the E1Ts imposi-
tion of tariffs on electric vehicles
imported from China, said EU Trade
Commissioner Valdis Dombirovskis
on Thursdiuy. “Both sides reaffirmed
thedr political will o pursue and inten-
sifv effrts in finding a mutually
agrecuble solution, which would need
to be effective in addressing the prot-
fem, enforceable, monitorable, as well
s WTO-compatible,” he said, “The
tvo sides agreed to take a renewed
look at price undertakings. The prin-
cipals agreed to instruct their respec-
tive teams to put maximum effort to
work towand a mutually agreeable
solution” he added.

New car sales in the European
LUnion fell 18.3 percent in August to
thredr lowest in three vears, dragged
by double-digit Josses in major mur-
kets, data from Europes auto
industrv bodv showed on Thursday,
sales of pure EVs slumped 43.9 per-
cent in August, falling for the fourth
consecutive month. The bloes big-
gest EV markets, Germany and
Prance, reconded drops of 68.8 per-
cent and 33.1 percent respectively,
the European Automobile Manu-
fActurers’ Assoctation spid. Car
sales in Europe have dropped well
below pre-COVID-I9 levels, with
carmakers such as Volkswagen
warning that the trend might not
change in the foreseeable future,

Alphabet’s Wavimo is in talks with
Hyundal Motor to outsouree maty-
facturing of its self-<driving vehicles, a
South Korean newspaper reported
Officials st Waymo and Hyvundai
have met more than three times to
discuss a plan to use Hyundai’s lonig
5 electric vehicles for Wavmo's sixth-
generation self-driving technology.
the report said. It added that the
plan includes replacing offerings
from Geelys Zeekr with the lonig 5
SUV, Waymo said in a statement:
“We will decline o comment on
speculation, but | can share that we
are hard at work validating the sixth-
generation Waymo Driver on the
Zeekr platform and intend to intro-
duce it into our fleet when ready”

BYD has taken full control of the
Denza yoint venture with Mercedes-
Benz, marking the end of a 13-vear
partneérship in Chinaks electric vehi-
cle market. BYD acquired the
remasining 10 percent of shares in the
company that were owned by Meree-
des, bringing the premium EV brand
entirgly under BYDSs ownership.
Mercedes-Bene China declined to
comment. Denza was founded in
2011 asa 50-50 joint venture between
BYD and Mercedes (then Daimler).
The collaboration aimed to produce
premium EVs, but disappointing
sales led Mercedes to reduce its stake
to 10 percent in 2021

MOTORING-AGENCIES

Thailand emerging as

strategic market for
Chinese automakers

By LI FUSHENG

Avitr entered the Thai vehicle
market last week, becoming the
latest on a long list of Chinese
vehicle makers to explore the
Southeast Asian country,

The startup unveiled the Avatr
11, an SUV coupe in Bangkok,
which also marks its parent com-
pany Changans fourth model in
Thailand, following the launches
of the Deepal LOT and S07 in 2023
and the Lumin L eardier this vear,

Southeast Asia, with Thailand
as its core, is emerginge as a hub
fur Chinese carmakers. especial-
lv those which produce new
energy vehicles, serving as a
springboard for them to explore
more overseas markets:

“We are confident in our ability
to make Thailand a strategic
market for our global business,”
satd Avatr President Chen Zhuo.

Chinese brands have takén a
leading position in Thalland’s nas-
cent but booming NEV market,
thanks to the cutting-edge features
available in thetr vehicles.

About 76,000 EVE were sold in
Thatland in 2023, with about 80
percent of them Chinese models,
according to Thal authorities.

The Thai govermment s ambi-
tious about the EV séctor. As a
regional automotive manufactur-
ing and export hub, it aims to con-
vert 30 percent of its annual auto
production into EVs by 2030,

The goals are attracting Chinese
companies to not only ship more
vehides into the country it also
to produce vehicles locally:

According to the Board of
Investment of Thalland, many
Chinese EV makers have agreed
o the governments request to
us¢ auto parts made by Thai
companies,

Great Wall Motor, for instance,
wiould source B0 to 90 percent of
its EV eomponents from local
materinis,

Thai Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Energy Pirapan
Salirathavibhaga highlighted the

importance of investments from
Chinese carmakers in stimulat-
ing the economy and aiding the
development  of  Thailand’s
industrial sector.

Last vear, Changan announced
an investment of B.86 billion
baht ($268 million) to bulild its
first oversess EV  production
plant in the country, which is
scheduled to start operation in
2025 with an initial capacity of
100,000 units per viear.

BYD kKicked off operations al
its Thai piant in early July, with
an annual production capacity of
150,000 vehicles.

The plant is also BYD's first
factory in Southeast Asla, & fast-
growing regional EV market
where it has be¢ome the domi-
nant plaver.,

Besides BYD, companies
including Neta and Aion have
established plants in the region.

Ajon's manufacturing facility in
Thailand started production in
July, with an initial annud pro-
duction capacity of 50,000 units
It is also bullding a plant in Indo-
nesia, which is expected to start
production around the end of the
year,

Netas two plants, one in Thai-
land and the other in Indonesia,
have already started vehicle pro-
dhoction.

In Southeast Asin. Neta comes
second only to BYD in terms of
EV sales, actording to the China
Insizhts Consultancy.

“We welcome Chinese compa-
nies with new quality productive
forees to set up their factories
amnd even regional headquarters
in Thalland. In retumn, Thailand
will rélease more incentive meas-
ures to support their develop-
ment,” saild Thailands Minister
of Industry Pimphattra Wichai-
kul, at a recent forum.

Pimphattra noted the importint
role the EV industry will plav in the
country to achieve its sustainable
development goals. “This will not
only benefit us, but also future gen-
erations;” she salkd

Changan’'s premium NEV arm. Avatr, unveils the 11 SUV coupein

Bangkok on Sept 17, marking its official entry inte Thal market
PFEOVIDED TO CHins DAR 5

NEW ARRIVAL

Nio’'s Onvo launches L60 SUV

Nios Onve brand Iaunched its
first model, the L&0, on Thursday
in Hefei, Anhui province, which
wiil be delivered from Sept 28,

The five-seat electric SUV, with
a starting price from 206,900
yuan ($29 270), offers two battery
packs of 60 kilowatt-hours and 85
kKWh, which can rmun 555 kilome-
ters and 730 km, respectivelv on
one charge. If customers opt 1o
rent the battery, the models price
starts at 149,900 yopan, with a
monthly battery rental fee start-
Ing at 589 vuan.

As a family SUV, the L6O meas-
ures 4,828 millimeters in length
with a 2. 950-mm wheelbase. [t fea-

tures a 52-liter fridge and offers
ample starage space,

Relving on Nio's 10 years of tech-
nologieal expertise, the Onvo 150
features a 900-volt architecture
and the SkyOS intelligent operat-
ing svstem.

The model achieves a class-lead-
ing encrgy consumption of 121
KWh per 100 km. It accelerates
from O 10 100 km per hour in 4.6
seconds, with a drag coefficient of
(0.229.

similar to Nios models, the
L0 battery can be swappad with
a new ope in three minutes and
also chireed for 200 &m in 10 min-
utes.
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Kuncu Opera actor Yu Jiulin and actress Shen Fengying, who play hero Liu Mengrnel and heroine D Liniang in the youth version of The Peony FPaevilion, at Peking University on Sept 16, with performers of

the Suzhou Kungu Opera Theater of liangsu Below: Chinese-American writer Pal Helen-yung and the performers greet the audience after the show. PHOTES BY 200 HONG 7 THINA DALY

n Peking University Hall on Sept 13, an air of reflect-
ive nostalga and vibrint enthusiasm enveloped a
lecture by Pal Hsien-vung, a distinguished Chinese
American writer, plavwright and director,

Pai, 87 a pivotal figure in modern Chinese literature and
theater, took the stage t0 celebrate the 20th anniversary of
the youth edition of the Kungu Opera, The Peorey Poaoilion,
which he produced and adapted. This adaptation of the
Ming Dwmasty (1368-1644) classic, ongmnally penned by
Thang Xianzu, has been instrumental in bridging the gap
betwern Kungu Opera and contermporary vouth cultune
The lecture nod only commemonated two decades of artis-
tic endeavor but also highlighted the endunng relevance of
this timeless tale.

Par’s lecture also opened the lutes! performances of the
vouith edition of The Peony Pavilion, which was staged for
three days at Peking University from Sept 14 to 16. About
6,000 tckets were sokd.

“Time flies. Its been 20 years since we premiered the
youth edition of The Peony Povifion. 1 am back here today,
sharing this production with young people, just like what
we did two decades ago,” Pai says. “] am a writer and | never
expected that my life would be associated with Kungu
Opera closely for such a long ime. 1 consider myself a vol-
unteer in protecting and promosting the ancient art form,
which is so sophisticated and beantiful that it would be a
great regret if we didn't keep it alive and let it be appreciat-
ed by a wider audience”

One of the oldest traditional opera forms still performed
in China, kundgu Opera was bom in the reglon of kunsh:an
in today’s Suzhou, Jiangsu provinee. It has distinguished
itself by the virtuosity of its rhivthmic patterns and exerted
4 dominant influence on other recent forms of opera in
China, such as Peking Opera, which is over 200 vearsold. It
15 henee Kknown as the mother of all Chinese operas

Combining songs performed in the Suzhou dialect,
grisceful body movements, martial arts and diance, kungu
Opera uses i great variety of gestures to express specific
emotons.

For Pai, thire is a reason why Kunshan was the birth-
place of Kunqu Opera. “It's just ke Western opera was
born in Ialy becanse the [talian language is chythmic. kKun-
qu Opera was born in Konshan because of the local dia-
leot’s musicality and expressiveness,” he says.

In 2008, UNESCO inseribed Eungu Opersa on the Repre-
sentative List of the Intangible Cultural Hertage of
Humanity (originally proclaimed in 2001). This recogmi-
tion put Kundgu Opera in the intermational spotheht at the
same time as it began to experience o domestie revival The
vouth edition of The Peony Pavilion was the frait of a col-
taboration between the Suzhou Kungu Opem Theater of
Jinngsu and Pai. Premiering in Taiped in 2004 and staged at
Peking University m 2005, the production has been consud-
ered a major contributor to the development and revival of
the art form.

With more than 500 performances across the Chinese
mainland, Hong Kong and Macao, as well as in countries
such as Greeee, the United Kingdom and the United States,
it has been watched by a combined worddwide audience of
about 800,000, The shows were also staged at more than
40 Chinese universities at that time, which allowed Kunguo
Opera to witness a surge in popularity, especially among
vOoung people

In 2006, 2009 and 2016, the production returned o
Peking University with shows and workshops. In 20049,
appealing to the rising number of Kungu Opera lovers, Pat,
along with the university, initiated and launched a project,
Inhentance Program of Kungu Opéera, to train young ami-
teur fans. The schoo] also launched an elective cotirse on
the art form, which, according to Peng Feng. dean of the
university's School of Arts, is one-of 1ts most popular cours-
5 among students.

Bom in Guilin, South China’s Guangxi Zhuang autono-
s region, Pal moved to Shanghad with his family durng
wartime and later settled in Taiwan. He recalls that his
enthusinsm for the art form started at the age of 8 when he
walched & performance by Peking Opera masters Med Lan-
fang (1894-1961) and Yu Zhenfes (1902-03) in Shanghal in
1046,

“I can still remember that performance, an excerpt,
The Interrupted Dream, from The Peony Pavilion,
that is still widely performed today. Because of the
two Peking Opera artists' fame, tickets sold out
fiust and the audience was excited,” Pal savs.

Kunqu Operais a
hard act to tollow

Art form steeped in tradition and culture enjoys
a growing appeal, Chen Nan reports.

What'son

Shimmers of bronze

Around 19th century BC, China
entered an age inwhich bronze ware
plaved a signincant rode m the mate-
rial and spiritual lives of society. This
era lasted for about 15 centunies. It
witniessedd a variety of elabordtely
patterned bronze vessels and appa-
ratuses being produced, of which
the shinpes, inscriptions and pictori-
al maotifs embodied the clues of the
early stages of Chinese civilization

Home to a collection of such fine,
well-preserved bronzes, the Nation-

al Museum of China s touring
Macao with selected simmples, titled
Lhe Splendor of Chinese Bronzes,
through November at the Macao
Museum of Art.

The objects on show, usad for cer-
emonial purposes, banguets and
wars, display beautiiul sithouettes,
the meginative power behind
vibrant decorative patterns and
wiell-developed smelting and sculp-
ting technlgues of the time. [t shows
how these elements related to the
paliticnl and social systems

10 am=7 pm, closed on Mondays.,
Avenne Xian Xing Hai, Macao Spe-
cial Admrnistration Regwon. 859-

70108 14,

Xinjiang pottery

The formation of trade routes
alomg the ancient Silk Road maotivat-
ed eultural exchanges in the Xingik-
ang Uweur autonomous resion,
which once provided well-navigated
paths for traders from the East and
the West. The booming communica-
tion at the crossroads of different

“People had been looking forwand to Mel's return and
the show was phenomenal,” Pal adds, During the War of
Resistance Against Japanese Ageression (1931-45), Mel,
who specialized in nandan (man performing female roles),
stopped performing for eight years, refusing o entertiin
the invaders and growing a moustache to show his deter-
muination, Nandan rolés gre g practice forged in feudal
times when women were forbidden to take the stage.

Pai as a child didnt understand what Eungu Opera was
all about; he was only impressed by the art form's beauty
and the warm fecdback of the audience. Gaining his degree
in English Hiterature from a local university and his mas
ter's degree in fiterary theory and creative writing at the
University of Iowa, Pal became a prafessor of Chinese liter-
ature at the University of California, Santa Barbara, and
lived there for over thiree decades until his retirement in
1994, His many works include Tinpetr People and New
Yorkers.

It was in 2002, when Pail was invited to give a lecture on
Eungu Opera in Hong Kong, that he was ispired to pro-
duce the youth edition of The Peony Poevilion. Kungu
Dpera faced a great challenge back then from modem life,
and few people went to theaters to watch the old art form
“1 wanted to let yvoung people enjov the beauty of Knnou
Opera. | wanted to build up a profound dialogue between
the past and the present” Pai says.

For his lecture in Hong Kong, Pai not ondy narrated the
history and cultural significance of Kungu Opera but
also had young performers display the singing and
movements of The Feony Pavilion, an innovation that
was witely praised by the students,

The original play, known for its intricate portraval of
love and longing, was a cornerstone of Chiness literature
and drama. A beautiful voung woman named Da Liniang
fills in love with Liu Mengmei, a handsome scholiar she
meets in her dream. She wakes up and finds that her
longing for the man is o strong that it gradually causes
her to fall ill and die. After her death, she persuades the
judge of the underwotld to grant her permission to
return &85 a ghost to find him. She eventually finds Liy,
who is temporarily staving at her family temple where
she 1s buned. Their powerful love brings Du back to life,
and they live happily ever after.

“The Peomy Povilion is just like William Shakespeinres
Romeo and Juliet. which is timeless and embeaced by dif
ferent cullures. The difference is that Chinese people love a
happy ending, so the couple conguered death and reomit-
ed.” Pal suys.

His viersion was specifically tailored to resonate with a
vounger audience, infusing the classic narrative with ele
ments that appeal to modern sensibilities while preser-
ing its historical essence. He invited Kungu Opera actor Yo
Jinlin and actress Shen Fengying to play the roles of Lio
and Du, both in their 20s in 2004, similar in age as the tar-
geted audiences,

The origmal version tells the story in 55 acts, spanning
ewzht hours in total. To appeal to the contemporary andi-
ence, Pad narrowed it down to 27 acts.

Wi talked about the personal stories he encountered
from audience members over the years, especially the
exciting moments when the production toured four uni-
versities in the US in 2006. *“We toured the US for a
month. | was worried about the response of the andien-
ces, whether they would be able to enjoy the old Chinese
art form. To my surprise, our tickets sold out and our per-
formances received long standing ovations” Pal sav.

“For many, both the Chinese and Western audiences,
the play was a gateway o discovering the complexities
and beauty of kungu Opera, while for others, especially
our creative team members and our then voung performe
ers, It wis a profound reminder of the umeless nature of
the story and the everlasting appeal of Kunqu Opesa”

According to Weng Guoshensg, one of the directors of the
yvorth edition of The Peony Pooilion, Pal's adaptation (oos
bold steps to modemize the presentation of the play, incor-
porating innovative staging techniques, contemporary
music elements, and a focus aon themes thiat speak divectly
Lo today's vouth. "Pais approach was both respectiul and
revolutionary, maintaining the soul of the original, while

introducing new dimensions o enhance its appeal to
yvounger generations,” Weng says.

Contact the wriler at
chennani@chinadaily.com.cn

cultures inspired pottery produc-
tion in the region, a tradition passed
down to this day

[he Chinese Traditional Cuolture
Museum is looking back at the evolu-
tion of pottery making in Xinjiang
with an exhibition that gathers iimag-
es, videns and pottenes made by
inheritors of the technigue. The sim-
ple sithovettes of the objects and
primitive beauty of the pattemns
depictng tlowers, plants, andl animals
toether reenact the booming seenar-
s of the Silk Road centuries back.

The exhibition fmns until Nov 24,
Q am-5 pm, clowed on Mondays. 16
Hurnng Eoast Road, Chaopang dis-

frict, Betring. OI0-57098-1706/1564.
CHINA DALLY
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Left: A scane from the Chinese ballst The Red Detachment of Women by the National Ballet of China. Right: Principal ballerina Qiu Yunting plays the [sad roleof Wu Qionghua. pHoToS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

A new generations take on an old classic

Red Detachment still enthralls audiences and wins fans 60 years af

he air vibrates with the

rhyvthimic sound of ballet

shoes on the floor, as the

voung dancers focus
itently on their breathing and
movementis. Here. in the rehearsal
room at the National Ballet of Chini,
they are busy with intense prepa-
rations for The Rod Detachment of
Women, which celebrates the 60th
anniversary of its premiere with
10 performances that end on
Thursday.

Since its premiere on Sept 26,
1964, China’s first ballet has trun-
seended the realm of dance o
become & cultural icon, and a pow-
erful symbol of the country’s artis-
tie evolution. Over the past 60
vedrs, the ballet has not only told
IS polgnant story, but also inspired
audiences with its representations
of perseverance and national
pride,

It is known in the US as the bal-
let performed for former president
Richard Nixon during his visit to
Chinan 1972

This anniversary scason, the
production is touring nationwide,
with 60 shows planned by the end
of this year. In Beijing, the Nation-
al Ballet of China put an a star-
studded show with the likes of
principal dancers Qiu Yunting
and Ma Xiaodong and for the first
time, students from the compa-
nv's ballet schoaol will also partici-
pate as a showcase of the troupe’s
colleetive strength and new gen-
eration of talent.

Additionally, esteemed ballet
dancers, who have played leading
roles in the classic production,
such as Wang Catjun, Zhang Jian,
and Wang Qimin, will grace the
stage, adding depth and continuity
to the celebraited work.

Under music director and chief
conductor Zhang Yi, the national

ballet’s symphony orchestra will
provide powerful live accompani-
ment, permitting the audience to
reexperience beloved melodies

“The Red Deotachment of Women is
a milestone in Chinese bhallet, a tes-
tament to the callective creativity of
New China's artists, It has inspired
generations and garnered global
acclalm. Our mission is to preserve
and renew this classie, ensuring
that its emotional and artistic pow-
et remains ever-vibrant” savs Feng
Ying, artistic director and the head
of the National Ballet of China,
which was founded in 1959, 10 vears
after the founding of the Peoples
Republic of China.

Based on a 1961 film of the same
name, e Red Detachment of Wom-
en tefls the story of a rural girl, Wu
Qlonghua, who escapes a life of
slavery and joins an all-female
Communist Party army battalion
led by commander Hong Chang-
ging on Haunan Island during the
civil war in the early 1930s.

Feng, a renowned ballerina, can
still recall the first time she played
Wi It was May 23, 1992, when The
Red Detachment of Women was
being restaged after a 10-year gap.

“The first balletina to play Wo
Qionghua was Hai Shwaang, and
she set a high standard for those who
followed her in the role. The Red
Detachment of Wamen is a Chinese
stary and incorporates a range of
dance elements inciuding classi-
cal Chinese dance movements, as
well as movements borrowed
from martial arts and Chinese
operas,” says Feng, who is known
for plaving the lead in Western
hallets like Swoan Lake, Giselle and
Don (huizote,

“I was very lucky to be trained by
the established ballet dancers and
artists who created The Red Detach-
ment of Women, such a= choreogra-

—

_d—"—

Left top and above: Dancers of the Nattonal Ballet of {L'JE rehearse The Red Detachment of Women in

Beijing. Right: Feng Ying artistic director and the head of the National Ballet of China. coaches ballarina

Qiu Yunting

pher Li Chengxiang” savs Feng.
“The ballet playvs a e¢ruciul role in
training new generations of dane-
ers, instilling in them the tech-
nigues, expressions and cultural
narratives that are integral to the
company’s heritage.”

Feng sayvs that to better under-
stand and portray the female sol-
diers, the creative team and cast
members received military train-
ing, allowing them to observe and
experience women soldiers in per-
sott. “The dancers took off their
ballet shoes and put on army boots,
They received strict training just
like soldiers,” savs Feng, adding

that they also traveled to Hainan,
where the story takes place.

Zhang Jian has plaved Wa many
times. The former principal balle-
rina and the deputy director of the
national ballet will return to the
stage to reprise the role for the lat-
est celebiration.

“Ever since | joined the company,
I wanted to play Wu Qionghua, a
woman who is fearless and brave,
battling a miserzable fate. In 2002, |
was proud to be able to fulfill that
wish" says the dancer, who began
to tradn it the age of 9 and graduat-
ed from Bedjing Dance Academy in
1996. “The ballet embodies the rev-

Ca1 Guo-Qiang’s big bang of art, science and Al

By RENA LY in Los Angeles
renel g8 el nadailyusa comi

When art meets science, the
result can be explosive and
revolutionary.

This fusion lies at the beart of
Cai Guo-Qiang: A Material Odys-
sey, an exhibition currently on at
the University of Southern Cali-
fornia Pacific Asia Museum,
which runs until next June,

The exhibition goes bevond
the traditional gallery format,
merging art with chemistry,
physies and artificial intelli-
gence to display the ploneering
waork of contemporary artist Cai
Guo-Qiang, who uses gunpow-
der in his creations.

“Cai's work is a masterful dem-
onstration of how art and sci-
ENce can Cconverge to create
something entirely new.” Betha-
ny Montagano, director of UsC
Museums, told reporters at a
preview event on Sept 13

“We are éxclited to host this
transformative exhibition.
which not onlv celebrates Cal's

innovative use of gunpowder,
but also highlights the impor-
tant research and collaboration
happening at the intersection of
art, sciencve and Al she savs.,

A Material Odyssey features a
series of gunpowder test pieces
produced for the Getty Research
Institute to study.

The 67-vear-old was born in
Quanzhou, Fujian province, and
trained in stage design at the
Shanghai Theatre Academy in
the eariy 1980s. From December
1986 to September 1995, he
worked in Japan and has lived
and worked in New York since
then,

Best known for his use of gun-
powder in intricate paintings,
drawings and large-scale pyro-
technic performances, Cal has
spent  decades pushing the
houndartes of art by incorporat-
Ing volatile materials into his
Creative process.

These materials have been
central to his philosophy and
creative practice, symbolizing
both destruction and creation.

“i am often inspired by the
calmness and the natural
strength manifested in the work
after the vibrant colors fade.
Changes in the gunpowder
bring about uncontroliability
and unpredictability, which s
what makes working with gun-
powder so fascinating. The
change itself is part of mv work,”
Cal says.

According to Rachel Rivene, lead
curator and head of Conservation

and Preservation at the Getty
Hesearch Institute, A Materi
Odfyzsey  highlights something

rarely seen in exhibitions; sci-
ence as a tool for understanding
artistic techniques, and presents
imagery that explores the molec-
ular behavior of gunpowder, and
its evolution as an artistic medi-
um in the artist’s hands.

“Cai has embraced the use of
gunpowder because he wanted
to relingquish tontrol over the
creative process. No matter how
precisely a4 gunpowder drawing
is planned, the results are still
unpredictable,” Rivene savs.

“The awe-inspiring nature of
Cal Guo-Qiang's work embodies
many of the values we hold dear
al our museum,” says Rebeccoa
Hall, ESC PAM curator. "His
gunpowder drawings and paint-
ings, when presented alongside
the museum’s permanent collec-
tion and housed in this historic
building, remind us that as we
push the beoundaries of art and
tcience, we remain deeply con-
nected to the wisdom and crea-
tivity of the past.”

The event serves as a compan-
ion to the artist's latest project,
WE ARE: Explosion Event for PST
ART, which lit up the skies above
the Los Angeles Memaorial Coli-
seum on Sept 15, Integrating
Al-driven choreongraphy  with
fireworks, drones and data sci-
ence, the free daviime perform-
ance commissioned by Getty
launched PST ARTS new theme,
Art & Science Collide, in 4 spec-
tacular fashion.

“Today, with the rapid rise of
technologles like Al culture and
the arts often seem powerless. 1

olutionary spirit and patriotic fer-
vor of its time, and celebrates the
resilience and bravery of the Red
Army’s female soldiers. which reso-
nates deeply with national identity
and memory. It represents the
artistic innovation of early Chinese
ballet, blending Western tech-
nigques with Chinese themes and
storyvtelling, setting a precedent for
future works in the genre”

Feng savs that The Red Detach-
ment of Women (s still evolving, as a
pew generition of dancers per-
forms the piece. One is the current
principal ballerina of the company,
20-vear-old Qiu Yunting, who will

ter it was first performed, Chen Nan reports.

also be part of the celebration, and
will play Wi

“Though the story is far
removed from my life, my main
inspiration comes from the black-
and-white movie. and the experi-
ences passed down by veteran
dancers. Wu Qionghua is like a
role model for today’s young peo-
ple, as thev fight for their future
She's full of positive attitude and
energy, savs Qiu,

In addition to Wu, the ballet tells
the story of Hong, a key character
who is & revolutionary leader and a
dedicated Communist, and who
plavs a pivotal role in supporting
Wu and leading the fight against
oppressive forces i the story. He
embodies ideals of resistance and
dedication to the cause of revolu-
tion, and is generally plaved by
senior ballet dancers like Wang
Caljun and Ma Xiaodong, the latter
being the company’s principal
mile dancer.

“I have toured with this classic
nationwide and abroad. The warm
feedback from the andience proves
that 1t is still as relevant and popu-
lar as ever;” savs Ma, adding that
many young people are coming to
watch the performance, and have
been inspired to learn more about
history and Chima’s martyrs.

Ma grew up by watching superhe-
ro movies Hke many young Chinese.
When he saw the film versinn of
The Red Detachment of Women, he
was intrigued by Hong, a hero who
rescues Wo Qlonghua and is cap-
tured and killed by the enemy.

“I grew up in a totally different
warld compared to Wu and Hong.
In plaving the role of Hong, | have
fulfilled my wish to be a hero
anstiage.” Ma adds.

Comeact the writer cif
chennand@chmadaily com.en

A visitor takes a photo of the exhibifion during the preview event {or
Cal Guo-Qiang: A Material Odysseyon Sept 13 at the USC Pacific
Asia MLUSELITL RENA LI / CHINA DAILY

hope WE ARE will serve as a
monumential gesture of how the
art world can merge the virtual
and real in this new Al-driven
era, while also standing as a
strong volee and decisive action
in these turbulent times,” says
Cai, who has been researching

Al since 2017.

The event was one of the first
large-scale dayvtime fireworks
display in the US to incorporate
drone formations equipped with
pyrotechnic devices, according
to Katherine Fleming, president
and CEO of the J Paul Getty Trust
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SOCCER

New recruits raise hopes of a resurgence

Shrewd acquisitions by Olympique Marseille have contributed to the club’s unbeaten s

lvmpigue Marseilles
promising start to the
French league season has
given it demanding fans
hope of a sustained title challenge.

Under new coach Roberto De Zer-
bi, Marseille’s revamped squad is in
second place behind leader Paris
Saint-Germain and seoring freely,
with many attributing the impress-
ive early performances to a well-
planned recruitment strategy.

The signings have been shrewel,
although not to everyones liking.
The most talked-about was Mason
Greenwoodd.

The 22-vear-old forward, previ-
ously at Manchester United, ciame to
Marseille amid controversy follow-
ing his arrest in 2022 on charges of
attempted  rape, controlling  and

From left: Marseille's new recruits, which include controv

coercive behavior, and assault,

During his loan spell at Getafe last
season, the Spanish club filed a com-
plaint after Real Madrid star Jude
Bellingham allegedly called Green-
wood a “rapist” during a gme

The case was dropped in 2023,

However, since loining Marseille,
its Greenwood’s plaving that has
mitde the headlines, and he is cur-
rently the league’s top scorer with
five goals in four leagoe matches,

Marseille is still unbeaten and,
with 12 goals, has the second-best
tally behind PSGs 16,

Another major coup was the acqui-
sition of Adrien Rabiot from Italian
giant Juventus last week

The dynamic France midfielder,
who made his name at PSG. brings
big-game experience and versatifity

Friendly kickabout
bolsters ties among
China-Africa youth

Youne Africans and Chinese students compete in a friandly
soccer matoh in Beliing on Saturday. FROVIDED TO CHIMA DAILY

By SONG FING
and ZHANG ZHOUXIANG

African diplomats, their chil-
dren, and Chinese teachers and
students all enjoved a friendly soc-
cer match, that both sides believe
will deepen China-Africa coopera-
tion by forging connections among
the next generation.

Co-hosted by China Forelgn
Affairs University, the Beljing Peo-
ple’s  Association for Friendship
with Foreign Countries and the
Beijing Municipid Burean of
Sports, the match was held at the
Bediing No 12 High School on Sat-
urday, following the conclusion of
the Beljing Summit of the Forum
on  China-Africa Cooperition
(FOCAC).

About 200 participants, includ-
ing diplomats from 22 African
countries and thelr children, gath-
ered for an afternoon of sports and
cultural exchanges. The match was

divided into two categories buased
on age: the youth group, featuring
children of Afncan diplomats and
students of Beijing No 12 High
School, and the adult group, with
African diplomats und African stu-
dents studyving in China compet-
ing against teacherds from the
school.

Kounkou Koffi Lambert, leader
of the African Dream Team, a
group that attended the soceer
matceh, noted the power of soccer
to foster connectians. “Football is a
collective sport that allows us to
meet and get to know esch other”
he said.

The African Dream Team began
its journey around China in 1996.
Ahdoul Kadir, who is in charge of
consular affairs at the Camerooni-
an embassy to China, and & mem-
ber of the African Dream Team,
ackded that soccer helps strengthen
cooperation not only between Afri-
can countries, but also with their

He was o free agent after declining to
extend his contract with the Turin
side,

Aged 29, Rabiot could emerge as a
key player if Marsetlle pushes for the
title. He brings invaluable leader-
ship qualities to a young-lpoking
team, having won six Frendh titles
with PSG and one Italian Serie A
crown with Juventus.

Rabiot made more than 200
appearances for Juve and has 48 caps
for Prance, stonng for Les Bleus at
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar He
remains A frst-temm regular under
national coach Didier Deschamps.

Rabiot, who grew up in the sub-
urbs of Parls and came through
PSG's vouth academy, was once a fan
favorite in the French capital. How-
ever, his move o Juventus in 2019,

Chinese counterparts.

Qiu Xianming, a counselor in
the Department of Afvican Affuirs
at China's Forelgn Ministry, said
that the vouth is important in
shaping the future of China-Afri-
ca relations, and sports and cul-
tural exchanges help bring the
peaple of bhoth regions closer
together.

Ehu Brou Bernard, a PhD ste-
dent from Cole d’Ivoire at Beihang
University who participated in the
adult group at the soccer match,
said they have a schoal team, and
that he plays soccer with his Chi-
nese friends a lot.

Zhou Qinggie, a professor at Chi-
nit Forelgn Affairs University,
stressed the need for more sport-
ing exchanges between schools in
China and Africi 1o enhance both
cooperation and the quality of
sports education,

Zhang Xijun, a freshman from
Capital University of Physical Edu-
cation and Sports, who also partie-
ipated in the adult match, said the
experience with foreign players
encouraged him to exercise more,
and he looked forward to more
opportunities W engage with his
intemnational peers.

Arnaud Pambou, the cultuml
counselor of the Gabonese embis-
sv to China, said the match was
more about the process than the
result, with both teams well-pre-
pared for the day.

Besides the match, African and
Chinese vouths alse collaborited
on a seroll painting. Antonio Serifo
Embalo, ambassador of Guinea-
Bissau to China, said these activi-
ties helped deepen communication
and understanding between the
vouth of beth regions, paving the
way for further exchanges and
coopeniation,

They won't have 1o wait long
During the Beiling Summit of
FOCAC, 2026 has been designated
as “the China-Africa Year of Penple-
te-People Exchanges”

L Tiarnye contributed to this story,

Contact the writers at shangzhoti-
riong@chinadaily.com.on,

ersial English forward Mason Greenwood, France midfiielder Adrien Rabiot and Denmark defensive midfislder Plerre-Emile Hojbjerg have ignited hopes

of a sustained title challenge among the club's demanding {an base. reuTers

after a falling out with the club, left
PSG supporters with a bitter taste in
their mouths.

Now that he'’s joined their fierce
rivial, Marseille, it has only added to
the animosity.

Marseille also bolstered its sgquad
with several plivers boasting
English Premier League experience
Forwards Neal Maupay, winger
Jonathan Rowe and powerful mid-
ficlder Plerre-Emilée Hajbjerg have
all joined, adding depth and energy,

Hofbjerg has made an immediate
impact, providing stability in mid-
ficld, und should form an impressive
partnership with Rablot. The Den-
mark internationial’s energetic style
— honed from more than 250 Pre-
mier League games with Southamp-
ton and Tottenham — fits

art to the season

———

seamlessly into De Zerbis high-in-
tensity, fast-paced stvle of plav.

Maupay burst onto the scene € a
powerful 16-year-ald with French
side Nice, where he stood out for a
rémarkable ability to play with his
back to goal at such a voung age.

The bustling forward then made a
name — and some would argue a
feisty reputation — with Brighton in
the Premier League. At 28, he is
entering his prime vears. Likewise
Hojbjerg, who is 29,

De Zerbi brings with him experi-
ence of a highly competitive,
demanding and scrutinized Premier
League, where he impressed with
his tactical innovation,

Marseille’s ability to sign him
should not be understited since big
European clubs — including Liver-

pool, when it was seeking a replace-
ment for Jurgen Klopp — were
reportedly looking at him.

With no European competition
this season, Marseille can fully focus
on ending its long French title
drought, which stretches back to
2010,

To win a 10th league crown, how-
ever, Marseille may have o beat
PSG.

Thiat Isn't as unrealistic a prospect
this season as it may have been in
years past, as the capital ¢lub is still
coming to terms with the departure
of leading scorer Kylian Mbappe.

The pair face off for the first time
this season on Oct 27 at Marseilles
Stade Velodrome.

AGENCIES VIA XINHUA

Vinicius entrance helps unlock
stubborn Espanyol defense

BARCELONA — Vindcius Junior
made a decisive impact from the
bench to help a "much faster” Res!
Madrid post a come-from-behind
4-1 win over Espanyol on Saturday,
leaving it just a point adrift of La
Liga leader Barcelona

After struggling to find its best
form so far this season, coach Carlo
Ancelottl praised his teans victory,
even though it took its dme to ervstal-
iz against the determingd Catadans.

Brazil star Vinicius started on the
bench, but ereated a goal for Rodry-
#0 before scoring himself o cons-
plete Madrids twnaround, after a
Thibaut Courtois own goal gifted
the visitor the lead early in the sec-
ond hall

Pani Carvajal leveleéd for Madrid
soon afterwards, before Vinlcius
took the reins, with Eylian Mbappe
adding a Inte penalty to score in his
fourth consecutive game for the
club.

“I thought it was a good game,
(the playvers) reacted well after Espa-
nvols goal, we plived much better,
having more chances and 1 am hap-
pyv.” Ancelotti told reporters.

Madrid has not been at its most
fluent, but this was n cut above its
recent displays and the Italian was
impressed.

“We played much faster, touching
the ball quicker up fromt, with some
better movement.” notied Ancelott.

“Mobility is a verv important
weapan. Bit by bit were retuming to
our best version.”

The comprehensive victory was
Madrids 38th consecutive La Liga
game without defeat, its last Joss in
the competition coming just under a
yvear agn, against Atletico Madrid in
September 2023,

“Thut says 4 lol, not losing ames
in 50 many weeks is really nice, but
we have to continue” sald Madrid
captain Luka Modric.

"Its quality, character, commit-

Raal Madrid's Kyhan Mbappe
(No9) celabrates with histearn-
mata Viniciusg Jr after scoring a
penalty against Espanyolon
Saturday. reuTERS

ment from the team, evervone is
rezdy when called on. Those are the
key factors”

Madrid had a stranglehold on the
first half without being ableto make
the breakthrough, with Mbappe
heavily invelved, hunting f{or his
sixth goal of the season across all
competitions.

Espanyol goalkeeper Joan Garcia
made a fine swe at his near post 1o
thwart the France captains effort
from atight angle, among other stops.

Increasingly frustrated, Mbappe
wits booked for protesting against a

decision called against him.

Madrid has been able to score just
one first-half goal in eight matches
thte season; but on this occasion it
was racking up the chances.

Carlos Romero came close for the
promoted visitor early in the second
periodd with a strike that flew off tar-
get, but it was mostly one-way traffic
from Los Blanoos,

Madrid was therefore stunned
wiren the visitor took the lead in the
54th minute, with Courtois clumsily
deflecting Jofre Carreras’ cross into
his own net.

Stylish comeback

Ancelotti sent on Vinicius imme-
diatedy afterward, but it was Carva-
jal who leveled four minutes later,
tapping home on the ine after Jude
Bellingham's cross squirmed away
from the previously flawless Garcia

Egpanyols pesistance crumbled,
and Vinicius produced a sublime
rross with the outside of his boot to
tee up Rodrygo for the second.

Mbappe unse#lfishly slipped Ving-
cius through on goal 1o tuck home
the third, before the former Paris-
Saint Germain star dispatched a late
penalty himself to complete a sizea-
ble victory,

It was Mbappe's fourth La Liga
gonl of the season, pulling him level
with Barcelona’s Robert Lewandow-
skl as top scorer.

It was Endrick who won the pen-
alty, when he burst into the box and
was drageged down by Romero.

Ancelotti said he had to be
“unfair® to the 18-vear-old Brazl
striker, who 1S vet 1o start for the
club,

“It's unfair because, on one hand,
he’s training very well, but on the
other, we have Rodrveo, Mbappe
and Vindcius up front. You have to be
a bit patient.” he said.

AFP
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Cul Yongxi participatesina sprint drill
during the 2024 G League Elite Camp
on May 1l in Chicagon, GETTY IMAGES

By SUN XIAOCHEN

mrraochim@chinadaoldy.com.cn

ndrafted, but undaunted — Chi-

nas latest NBA prospect Cui

Yongxi is taking a leap of faith as

he vows Lo make the best out of a
marginal role with the Brooklvn Nets o
realize his NBA dream,

Six years since the NBA List saw a Chinese
plaver in action. the world’s No 1 league is
ikely to soon see another talent — the sev-
enith so for — from it biggest ovwreess mar-
ket shine on the big stare. after the Nets,
owned by Joe Tsal, chairman of Chinese
e-commerce giant Alibaba, signed Cui to a
two-way contract as part of the franchises
preseason recruitment.

The signing, announced by the Nets on Fri-
day, has left the majority of Chinese fans
stoked about having another of their own to
cheer for in the NBA, six years after Houston
Rockets' 2006 second-round drmidt pick Zhou
(H plaved his final NBA game in October 2018,

Cui, a 2l-vear-old versatile swingman,
went undrafted this summer, though, after
training in the United States sinee complet-
ing his second season in the Chinese Basket-
hall Association with Guangzhou Loong
Lions in Apnl,

Drespite being given the cold shoulder at
the 2024 NEBA Diraft, Cul chosie to stay in the
Stales Lo work out at trials with six different
NBA teams, including Brooklyn, before he
played in the Summer League, representing
the Portland Trail Blazers on an Exhibit 10
contract

A busy offseason has seen the CBAS Rook-
1t of te Year (2022-23) srow stronger and
stiarper, eventually helping him get afoot in
the door of the NBA

Cui, known as “Jacky™ abwoad, remains
humble, though, opting to focus on his evo-
fution in the G Lengue with the Long Island
Nets first.

“First and foremost, 1 am looking forwiard
to improving myself in the development
teague, hopefully 1 can tum some heads,”
Cui a Chinese national team starter at last
summer’s FIBA World Cup, said during an
pnline interview with Chinese media on
Saturday.

“Then | will fight from there for i chance
to carmn a callup to the NBAL | am excited,
but I know the gap is there, and 1 have a Jot
of catching-up 1o do

"1 also expect that there will be more
voning plavers of my age in China coming
out of the country to try to play at the next
level overseas.

“This is the only way to raise the level of
the nattonal team collectively, so that we
have a shot atl returning to the Olvimpics

BASKETBALL

Hoping to break into basketball's big league, promising Chinese
star signs contract with the NBA's Brooklyn franchise

e
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Cul Yongxl, piaying for the Portland Trall Slarers during this yvear s NBA's Surnmer League, shoots a free throw during a gams
on July 16 at the Thomas & Mack Centsr in Las Vegas, Nevada. GeETTy IMAGES

through the next World Cup,” said Cui, who
made his international debut during Team
China's disappointing FIBA World Cupcam-
palden last summeer in Manila

With a two-way contract confirmed, Cul

will split a full regular season between the G
League and the NBA, should Brooklvn call
him up from its Long Island affiliate on tem-
norary basis. He is eligible 1o be active forup
to 50 regular-season games in the NBA and

BOXING

will earn a modest wage in his first vear,
equal ta half of the minimum annual salary
in the NBA, which is estimated at about
S4TR000 before Lax.

As one of the most sought-after rsing

N

Cul Yongxi hopes to be able tc bring hils
NBA experience to the national team in
the future. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

stars in the CBA, Cul could have expetted wo
land a max-salary contract worth 6 million
vuan (over $850,000) a vear if he chose to
stay In the domeéestic league,

“Thaat wats never on my mind.” Cui sald.

“It’s good enough for me to be able to play
at such a high level Money was bever a con-
cern for mee | only care about elevating my
game to meet the requirement in the NBA,
starting with the G League™

Standing 1.99-meters tall, with s long arm
span and exceptional athleticism. the versa-
tile forward/guard has proved he's got huge
potential to be an all-rounder that adapts
wall to the modern game by making it into
the CEA'S first-team selection in just his sec-
ond vear. He averaged 158 points, 59
rebounds, 3.1 assists and 1.6 steals on 365
percent shooting from 3-point range in 56
games with the Loong Lions,

Before the draft, in May Cui was invited to
the NBA G League Elite Camp in Chicago
along with 44 other draft prospécts, where
he averaged 4.5 pointsand 1.5 assists in two
serimmages, and registered a max vertical of
35.5 inches in the strength and agility tests,

Later in the Summer League, Cul totalied
nine points in neardy 22 minutes represent-
ing Portland across three appearances in
Las Vegas, showing quite an impressive effi-
ciency as a tyvpical “3&D7 a standard role
plaver in the leazue who's good at shooting
open threes and plaving defense,

“He'’s very physical. He plays with such a
gredat spirit. When he comes to the game, he
lifts us up,” Jonah Herscu, coach of Port-
lund's Sumumier League beam, said in a four-
episode docuseries about Cuis summer
produced by Tencent

“As he continnes to grow as a player, he
will get more comfortable at many positions
ton the court, He's such a great Kid, hes
always aboul the team. He is a jov to coach™

Cui’s armval in the league has been wel-
comed by a group of NBA stars, including
his national tcammate Kvle Anderson, Chi-
na’s first naturalized basketball plaver cour-
tesy of his maternal great-grandfather, and
the Memphis Grizzlies star goard Ja
Morant, who congratulated him on his sign-
ing on multiple focinl media platforms.

Golden State Warriors' forwind Ander-
son, who now goes by the name “Li Kaler™ in
China, retweeted the Nets announcement
on Friday and commented "hot pot on u
Jacky Cul’,

“I think he's good enough to play in our
league,” Anderson said during an earlier
interview before the draft. “He has & real
shot right now, The maost important thing is
for him to have fun. Hes already put the
work in, be works really hard. So just have
fun and go do it. We all know he can do it”

‘Gladiator’ Dubois destroys Joshua, landing brutal 5th-round KO

LONDON — Daniel Dubois 18 no
longer an accidental world heavy-
weight champlon.

With a brutal fifth-round knock-
out of Anthony Joshua in front of
096,000 fans at Wembley Stadinm,
Dubaoig showed he might be the real
deal — and the future of boxing’s
marquee division.

“Arevou not entertained?” Dubois
roared to the crowd after dominat-
ing the all-British title fight to com-
plete his quest to legitimize s
status as a hesvyweight titleholder,
three months after gnining the 1BF
bielt vacated by Oleksandr Usyk,

The A7-vear-dld Dubols entered
the ring first — an unusual twist giv-
en he was the champion — to
strengthen the feeling this was
being treated as a homecoming for
Joshua, the decade-long darling of
British boxing who was bidding to
emulate the likes of Muhammad Al
and Lennox Lewis as a three-time

heavyweight champ.

Dubois left the ring as heavy-
weights next big thing, having
floored Joshuma in the first and third
rounds before ending the fight 59
seconds into the fifth with a counter
right that sent Joshua face first into
the canvas,

Joshuas commer threw in the tow-
el, but that wasn't needed. There
wias no coming back for a boxer
whose best davs look well behind
him,

“This is my time, my redemption
story,” sald Dubois, who put himself
ina position to potentially fight the
winner of the Dec 21 rematch
hetweirn WEBA, WBC and WEBO
champion Usyk and Tyson Fary
“I'm not going to stop until 1 reach
my full potential”

As for the outelassed Joshua, he
vowed to continue boxing after a
fourth defeat over the last five vears.
His promoter, Eddie Hearn, said he

Anthony lJoshua sprawls on the canvas after being hit by Daniel
Dubots during their IBF world heavywelaht titls fight at Wamhbley
Stadium. Loncdon, on Saturday. sms1rTeRs

wanted o exercise the remateh
clause,

Thizs was the worst of all those
losses, though. Joshua was saved by
the bell after the knockdownsin the
first and third rounds, and put in a
rageed performuance throughout,
with Dubols getting through his
defense with ease.

Joshua pever recovered from an
overhead fght late in the first round
that knocked him down. He stuck out
his tongue towand Dubols as he
returned to his stool. but he was clear-
by hurt, disorientated and valnerabie

The knockdown late in the third,
off a big left from Dubots, dumped
Joshua onto his backside through
the ropes.

“I had n sharp opponent, a fast
ppponent” Joshisa sald. “But alot of
the mistakes were mine.”

A British recond post-war boxing
crowd witnessed a changing of the
guand.

Joshiua has been a marketing phe-
nomenon for the past decade, selling
out stadiums across the United
Kingdom and making hundreds of
milhons of dollars, mainly becanse
of his punching power. He might be
bhack, but surely not asa realistic title
contender after slipping to 258-4.

Dubais (22-2, 21 KO8) is undoubt-
edly the future. He sald after the
figght that he wanted another shot at
LUsyk, to whom he lost in Wroclaw,
Poland, last vear — but only after
sending the Ukrainian to the can-
vies with a disputed low blow from
which Usvk was given time 1o
FECOVEET.

Mherwise, théres potentially a
money-spinning  fight with the
36-year-old Furyv in the offing.

“T'm a gladigtor. I'm a wiurior Lo
the bitter end.” Dubods said, “T want
1o go to the top level of this game.”

AGENCIES VIAXINHUA



