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UK Foreign
Secretary David
Lammy sxpressed
his ‘deep
CONCETT OY¥aT
rising tensions
and civilian
casualties’ in
Lebanon. Lammy
urged British
gitizens to leave
Lebanon, saying
the “sltuation
could deterlorate

raphdly.’
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LEBANON IN AGONY

Exploding-device attacks on
Hezbollah: Death toll hits 37

Nasrallah savs mass bombing crossed a red line and vows to retaliate against Israel

Najia Houssarl Bekur

The death toll in Lebanon
caused by exploding
communications devices
used by members of
Hezbollah has risen to 37,
Health Minister Firass

Ablad sald on Thursday.

The number of people wounded
stands at 2931, he asdded. The
numher of deaths during Wednes-

chav's secomd wave of attacks,

/ JieBrief

- WELLNESS TALK

Barbara O'Neill, an Australian
hicalth lecturer and wellness
influencer, hosted a worlshop
in Rivadh from Sept. 1I7-18. PS

ROHINGYA HOPE

Rohingya refugees zav the
regime change in Bangladesh
and having Muhammad Yunus
at the helm offers a glimmer of
hope for their uplift. P8

— EV CHARGERS
Saudi Arabia is sl Lo advance

its EY mmfrastructure with the
introduction of next-generation
moditle EY chargers. PI

when  boobv-tmapped walkie-

talkies detonated, rose 1o 25, and
F0E infuries have been reported.
The number of people wounded
mn the frst wave on Tuesday,
when handheld paging devices
exploded, has  been  revised
dowrwared to 2323 lollowing a
review of Lhe data, as a result of the
transler of pabents between hospr-
tals and duplication of names
Tuesdays death todl remnains at 12
Diozens of the injured remain
in intensivie care, some of whom

BACKRGROUND

Hezbollah and the lsrasli
military exchanged fire across
the border and at least two
isrnsli soldiers were killad,

will requidre several sunperies,
Hezholiak beacher Hassan
Masrallah said the two-day mass
bombing was a “severe blow™ and
acciEed Erael suthorities, whoare
blamed Tor the attack by Hezbollah

and the Lebamese government, of
crossing a “red hne”

Bui he said his group would
continue s daily  strikes on
fargets i northermn Israel and
vowed [eraclis would not be able
to returmn to their homes there
until the war in Gaza encls,

Isracli warpdanes ew  low
over Beimmul, breaking the sound
barrier and prompting people
in houses amnd offices to rush to
open windows to prevent them
from shattering,

EXPANSION

An Iranian pline landed in
Beirut on Wednesday naght to
fake some of the wounded o
Tehran for treatment, including
Iran's ambassador to Lebanon,
Maojtaba Amani.

Media reports in  Beirud
suggesied that “when the pager
carried by the Iranian diplomal
explodded, he lost one of his
cyes and the other was severely
injured.”

Ralated report

WEEREND
REDSEA RESORT NUJUMA
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ADVENTURE page 15

SINCE 1975

WARNING
Region
closest lo
war since

1975 : Saudi
envovioUR

The Middle East s Dwing its
greatest threat of regional war
stnoe 1973, the Saudi ambassador
to the UK has warned.

Om the Sky News program “The
World with Yalda Hakim,.” Prince
Fhalid bin Bandar sawl “renewed
efforts” are required to end the
bdooedshed,

“T'dl like to say | was oplimistic,
but 1t's difficuft to see where that
optimism would come from” e
adkded.

“The situation on the groand B
grtiing worse and worse .. [ think
this is the clo=est we've been toa
rezional war sinoe 149737

The larael-Palestine conflict is
at the heart of the tensdons, and
both sides have a responsibility
fo avold escalation, Prince Khalid
midclecl

“The Israei-Palestiman
prohlem affects people all around
the world in a way that very few
comflicts have,” he said.

The conflict could have global
Consequences,  requinng e
mfemational  commuonity o
“push harder” in a bid to end the
fghting, he sad

Meanwhile, three Palestinians
were Killed and four others were
injured by lsraell fire durmg a
mdlltary rakd in the ocoupled
West Bank's city of Gabatiya,

A UN committee accused Israci
of severe breaches of a plobal
treaty  protecting  children's
rights, saving lis milltary actions
i Gaza had a catastrophic
impact on them and are among
the worst violations in recent

hislary,

Reiated reparts -

Christie’s to open new franchise in Riyadh

Regional president is ‘blown away’ by passion, creative talent she sees in Saudi Arabia

Rowna Tolnss (1iinal

Renowmed auction house Chiris-
tie’s is expanding s presence
in the Middle East by opening
a Ffrapchise in Rivach, led by
managing carector Noar Kelani,
It wall be Christies second
outpost in the region, followings
the 2005 opening of Christie’s
Priahaad, which has had a slenifl-
canl impact on the promotion
of Arab art amnd creativity, both
coniemporary and maodern.

Antheq Pedrs, Chrastie's

president in the Europe, Middle
East and Africa region, tobd
Arab News why now is the ime
to expand the auction house’s
activities  In the Ringdom,
which is experiencing a historic
ciiltiral boodm,

Pecrs said: "Christics has a
longstanding  presence  in the
Middle East, with deep-rooted
relatbonships with Saudl Arabian
collectors based both in the
Ringrlom and around the world,

“In receEnl  Yesrs we e
wilnessed a consicderable perpod

Christie’s has a
longstanding presence
im the Middle East,
with deep-rooted
relationships
with saudi
Arabian
collectors hased
Both in the
hingdhom and
around the world.

Anthen Pesrs

of growth within the arts and
culture sector. 1 have the privi-
bege of wvistting the Kmgdom
recrularly and each time 1 am
blown away by the passkon,
Lhe ambition amd the creative
talent that I encounter, andd
the tme 15 undoubtedly
right for this expansion.”
Christies in Sawdi Arahbia
will focus on providing works
o art by mesdern and
contemporary  Middle
Fastern artists, as well
as high-end jewelry,

walches and other Umepleces, T
15 =0 keen o engage with Saodi
vouth and aspiring art collectors.

Detalled report 000 i
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The Saudi General Entertainment
Aunthority will continue to work dili-
gently to achieve the Vislon 2030 goals,

Turk| Ak-Sheikh
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A taste of Italy

Chef LoLoah is conduct-
ing a two-day workshop this
weckend for girls @o learn the
secrets of ltalian cuisine.

Expertence a world of digital art
without boundarics at teamLab’s
Borderbess muoseum in Culture
Square. The venue Features
amazing. interactive mages
from the Tokyo-based digital
collective that are designed

to challengme and delighit.

DH.HJ‘Lr:LH
History of Aramco

“Aramcorama” at the Ithra Cen-
ter Museum oelebrates the his-
tory of Saudi Arameo through
images, documents and
artifacis. Each piece helps

to tel] the story of this pio-
necnng company and its
coniribuation to the state.

B AL D ARABIA

Alkhobar
Great escape

Put your skills to the test at The
Secret Koom on Prince Sultan
Ko, Great fun for Gl lies ancd
groups of Inends, each of the
venoe's G0-minute challenges
i= sure to sireich vour wits,

[ heRegister

THE FICTURES THAT MARK THE DAY

astern Frovinoe Deputy Gov.
Prirece Saud bn Bandar met
with the newly appointed
Ambassadhor of Norway (o the
Ringdom Kiersti Tromesdal on Thursday.

The two sides exchanged cordial
ciscusgions on various tophcs and
Trom=dal expressed her gratitude 1o
the pance [or the warmn receplion.

Earlier, Saudi Arabia’s Deputy

Minister for Political Affairs Saud
Al-Satl met with Tromsdal on Monday.
Al-Sat] wished the envoy success in
her mew chities, the Foreign Ministry

stated on X.

I I /' Il .IIf th‘end lﬂg Thlay’s hot topics explained by Afshan Aziz

INTENSE ROLE

Demi Moore

In her latest film “The Sub-
gtance ” Demi Moore takes

a o i provocative role that
delves deep into the themes

of youth, beauty, and the lengths to
whibch peopde will go 1o preserve theds
relevance,

=it in Los Angeles, the ilm opens
with an aerial shot of the Hollywood
Walk of Fame where a new star
honoring Moores character, Elisa-
beth Sparkle, is installed amid great
finfare, However, as ime passes, the
star becomes cracked, damaged, and
neglected, symbaolizing the fleeting
rature of Fanve and beauty, A man even
drops a burger on it, further ecmphasiz-
mg decline.

This striking metaphor sets the tong
for what follows — adark, visceral
exploration of the quest for perfection.
Fired from a TV show due to declin-
ing ratings, Sparkle turns to extrems
mieasures, using a black-market drug to
st Bersell into two distinet perso-
nas: The original, aging Sparkle, and
1 younger, more glamorous version
plaved by Margaret Qualley.

MEMORABLE PRANK

George Clooney

George Clooney recently
delighted fans on “Jimmy
Rimmed Live!” by recatling a
memorable prank he pulled
on Tom Cruise.

The fi3-yvear-old actor shared his
penchant for sending ot fake letiers
disganized as messages from famois
personalifics, inchading former 175 Presi-
drnt Bill Clinton, and Brad Piit.

Clooneys playful scheme invalved as-
ing letterheads from Clinton and Pi,

“Every actor I kKnow I've senl a ketler
from Bill Clinton,” Clooney said His
strategy was to choose what he consid-
ered the recipient s “worst ilm™ and
craft a letter commenting on il
as if it woere from Clinton.

He gaid: “1 try to find
thedr worst film and 1
tell them, "So I was on
the plane and twatch-
ingE VoRer maoviels™

The prank targed-

g Cruise was

particularly clabo-

rate. Clooney recalled

sending a fake letter

Lo Crukise:, [osiag a%

Brad Putt, sugeesting

a sequel to their 1994

film “Interview with the

Varpdre.”
Chooney sabil:

/

=

“The Bracl

1ieRegion

Thve Middelbe Fast Rovneup

e

Pitt one was brutal. I sent it 1o Dogp Chea-
dlles, T semit W10 Tom Cradse, saving they
wanlt to o (a sequet) bat this time Brad
wants to pday Lestat.”

Clooney even sent 4 similar letter to
Aeryl Streep, acoompanied by a box of
CD= for dialect comching, claiming they
were from someone who helped Pitl
with his acoent in “Trow"

Bimame shared that Pitt had told im
about Cruise’s reaction to the prank.
Bimmmee] sakd: “ Brad this afternoon sakd
that Tom called him and said "Yeah, it's
coold, you can play Lestat, that's fine, I'm
O with that " and he was like, “What are
voun Lalking abowt?™

Cloonesy, who iz known [or his

claborate pranks, also men-
tioned how his reputation

For mlschdef had made
peaple wary,

He sk “There's
psaially some guess
irmvelved st me
Usally somehow they
fgure it out.”

He added that his his-
tory of pranks had made
hikm a feared hgure

pmdng his fnerdds, say-
ing: "Once you've done a re
ally dastardly, long-running
thing, it’s like having
nuclear weapons”

L
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Saucdi aid agency, ESrelief,
has supplied 25 ambulances
to Lthe Ukrainian Ministry of
Health, The delivery is part
of a larger commitment of
123 vehicles to supgsort the
country’s healthcare system,

Review

Uskudar
Steak House

WaAAD HUBSAIN

Uskudar Steak House
promises A xurious dining
axperiance and with a focus
an high-quality meats: it's a
go-to destination for steak
enthuslasts in Riyadh.

The outdoor dining area |s
ingtantly inviting, with cory
lighting from sma#! table lamps,
luesh greanery and palm trees
creating a trangull atmospheare.
Rustic wooden decking and
decarative wall Iiﬂhtinﬂ Erhanoe
the mtimate, elegant vibe,

You will love their delightful
goat chesss salad, a standout
starter featuring a refreshing
combenation of fresh greens
and creanmy, tangy chease with
parfectly balancad flavors,

For the mains, Uskudar
boasts a solid sslection
of wagyu-based dishes.
The wagyu burger is highly
recommended — uicy, well-
seasoned, and cooked to
perfaction. Hs simplicity allows
the quakty of the meat to shine
through, making it a must-try
far hurgl:f lovers

The wagu spaghett]
(marbling 6/7) offers a
unigues take on pasta, with
the richness of the beef
adding depth to sach bite
Tha wagyu ribeye (marbling
8/7) doasn't disappaint eithear,
with its buttery texture and
intense flavor, though it might
cater more to those with &
heartler appatite.

Arab Mews J=ddoh

® Tnchian sieperstar Shneya
Cshoshal will be appeaning at the
Trade Centre Arena at the Dubai
Waonld Tracde Centre this Satur-
clay. With a repertodre of maore
than 3,000 somges in 20 languag-
es and moted for her vast vocal
range, Ghoshal is one of the most
popatlar singers in Indian muasic

history. Visit Dubalplatinumbist,
met For more informetion andd
fckels

& Heirut's Badaro Farmers
Market is the place o go for deli-
chvis, locally grown fradt, vegeta-
bles, thowers and lots more, Held
every Sunday through Dec. 245

al Colege Saint Sauveur in Parc,
the market provides a famulds-

frienclly enwviromment in which to

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia

ergoy i colffee with fremds, have

& hite to eal of just pick up a lew Bopt 20 Fajr  Bunrise
B Makckah 463 608
e City Center Doha Mall in Gatar Madinah 462  &08
B |"I.|:|¢.|-:I.|||.gu Fange of children's Bivadh 4.5 &40
activities to get the new school

vear off to a great start. Young- Abha 4;45 058
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at cralting and coloring,
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Saudi Arabia’s commitment to advanced
technodogles and Its focus on diglhtal trans
[ormation highlights the importanee of Al

Raghay Sahgal

Fraereil of &S b LA eraai b Sl

OPTIMIZING

THE DIGITAL
ECONOMY

Saudi Arabia’s digital
transformation plan
aims to provide high-
spoed 5G and loT-compat-
ible broadband coverage
Roross over B0% of
the region. (MCIT)
Saud| Arabia's
cMmerging
technology projects
are genarating over
800,000 direct and

indirect job opportunities,
benefiting more than 40

milllon users. (SPA)

The digital
economy plays
asignificant role in
lifting the Kingdom's

GDP, contributing 14.5%
of the total in 2020, up
from 11.6% in 2017.
(MCIT 2023)

the Kingd

As outlined in
Saudi Vision 2030,

om has devel-
opead saveral inltiatives

at a cost of SR4.5 billlon
($1.192 billion) to close
the digital proficiency
Eap. [MCIT)

SAUDI

ARABIA

More than just faster connectivity

The convergence of Al and 5G is playing a critical role in reshaping the hingdom's digital landscape

Jasmine Bager Darmmam

As Sandi Arabia rapidly
evolves into a global
technology hab, the
convergence of artificlal
Intelligence and 540G
technology is playing

a critical role in
reshaping the Kingdom's
digital landscape.

The Tussan of these cutling-edge
technologies is transforming
devices beyvond  conventional
smartphones, creating  smarter
that enhance  indus-
= rancaae rom elecognms-
mications o manufactunng and
healthcare,

LN L

n the weon-lit metropodis of

Techville, a new arrival has

everyvone lalking: humandaoids,

sandil Arabia’s commitment to
ciigital transformation, outhined
in its Visbom 2050 indtiathve, has
propelled the Kingdom toward
large-scale adoption of Al-<dnven
technodogies, supported by the
roflout of 506G networks.

"“The country s commitmeni
o atvaneed technologsies and ils
focus on digital transfonmation
highlighis the importance of Al
both globally and locally,” Raghav
sathgl, presiclent of Nokia’s Cloud
Network Services Groug, todd
Arab News

Ume af the most transformative
aspects of 56 in Saud] Arabila is jis
patential o dagttlze industries,

"33 1= enabling the dagitiza-
tion of Inchiestries by offering

deterministic and rediable
conmnections that are critical for
sectors such as petroleum, gas
and manufachuring” said Sahgal.
By leveraganyg: H0's speedd and
rediability, companies in these
inchustries can improve Gopera

ttonal efficiency, reduce downtime

and optimize processes fhroagh
Al-powered predictive amnalviaes,
Nokia has played a pivotal
role i Sauchi Arabdas Al-driven
teferom revalubion, [is AVA
plathorm (Auiomation, YVisualiza-
tion, Analytics) bundles tosether
its software portfolio, allowins
e lecormmunicatons [, Ichers i
s, auiosrate and mone e
therr S0 networks,
saudi Telecom Company,

Specifically, a female humanond

named Solara, who is solar

powered, emotionally intelligent,

and destined to disrupt our lives in

WAVE W never imasined.

sodara ks not just any hamanaid, She is
equipped with special sensors that allow
her to expenence happiness and sacdness,

much like her human counterparts.
Solara is not just a padeet: she s 4

companion, a confidante, and, for some

licky Techville residents, 4 sposise
That = right. Solar 1s designed 1o

support her husband 24 hours a day,
offering emotional support whenever the

chaaly Erind gets too tougeh

DID YOU KNOW?

Saudi Arabia's Vislon
2030 goals accelerating
digital transformation across

industries like manufacturing,
telecom and healthcare.

2 NG anables data
transfer mtes of up to

10 Gbps, allowing seamicss
device communication

in areas such as |laT and
autonomous vekicles.

& Saudi telecoms are

| J:|I:|-|:IFII'iI'IE Al for netwaork
optimization — STC, Mobily,
and Zain K3A anhance
customear axpaneances
using Al-driven solutions.

Mobily and Zain KSA have all
embraced Al-driven systems to
optimiize 506G networks as well as
I'IJII.I.III'IE' [hie I|!'-r'I'l:':'..|II'I'II'III'l!'.

ST has impdemenited Nokia's
AVA platform to automate and
optimize its 506 networks. By
using Al the company can
msoribor and predict nedwork
prerlorTmance, acdivesing pade-
tial Esres before they impact
CEESLETT S,

Mobily has infegrated AT oo its
#i networks, using it (o manage
network resources cfficiently
and provide real-time service
NP ETIHETILS,

Lain BSA, another Key plaver in
the Kingrlom's ielecommumica-
Hions sector, utilizes Al to manage

ol network slicing, a feature that
allows telecom providers to tailor
seTvices to different wser cises,
eI IIEﬂIfI‘I.Il jHl RN AT
o each

Indeed, in acditron to network
opstimization, Al is imnsforming
customer servioe within Saudi
Arabia’s telecom industry
Al-powered virtual assistants
anil chatbots provide personal-
kzesd, pesal-time support, helping
CUusbomers rescfyve ssues quackly
and eficienthy,

Al is also being used (o enhance
security, with applications such
as franed] detection and network
profection plaving crucel mles
i safegpuarcing users’ data and
priyacy.

RAFAEL HERNANDEZ DE SANTIAGD

Some see Solara as the ultimate solution
to modern relationships — a parines
wiho never argues, abways listens, anc
recharges within a few hours. Others are
not 50 sure. After all, Sclaras emotional
responses are dictated by algontihms,
not by prouine feclings.

It is hard to imagine a heartfelt conver
gation with a partner wio is basically a
glorified Google search, Then agaln, who
amange us has nod whashisd for a spotise who
could be Axed with a irmware update?

Umne of the most intriguing — and
trouhling — aspects of Solara is her tireless
nature, Unlike human partmers, who might
meedl i map, & soack, or a few minutes o
peace, Solara s always on.

She s there 1o provide emotional
siipport, solve problems, and offer a

shoulder to cry on 24/7. But what happens
whet Your spouse never meeds a break?

Techville's philosopiers are divided,
Somee argue that Solara represents the ideal
parner — one who can abways be thete (o
yoru, without the messy complications of
human cmotions.

The idea of having a partner who is
always available, always supportive, and
pever needs tme for them=selves miehi
scrund appealing in oy

Bait in practice, it could lead (o a new
kind of pressure to be constantly engaged
amnd] constantly appreciative.

There 15 a certain irony. Alter all, we
have spent centuries trving to perfect
our relationships. And now we have
created somethiing that seems o bypsass

all that hardd work: a pariner who is bterally

Why an Al humanoid might not make the ideal spouse

baili 1o make us happy. But perfection
1% 41 Ircky concept,

Solara mizht be able to simmalati
happiness and sadness, but can she truly
tificherstand the complexiies of hibiman
emotion? Can she offer the kind of deep
connecton that comes from shared
experiences, mutual challenges, and
the oecasional argwment?

Wikt her Sedara and her kimd will
become beloved members of our families
or cautionary tabes of technologcal
oyverreach remains to be seen.

While humanoids can offer support,
companionship, and even a bit of
emotional intelligence, there is still
sonmething to be sald for the messy, unpre-
dictabsle, and wonderfully imperfect worlkd
off human relationships
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Saudi Fashion
Commission report

showcases growth

Women now constitute 5.

lrlh H-l-'-l-ll-?',.m'lr

The Saudi Fashion
Commission has unveiled
its 2024 State of Fashion
Report which showcases
growth in the Kingdom's
fashion industry, the Sandi

Press Agency reported.

The repart was released during
a high-profile investment Tour
in Lomndon, sponsopred by the
Fashion Futures initiative, at
Twenty Two Maylair, according
to the SPA.

The report's reveal featured a
custom-designed  briefease by
Saachi brand IRBA.

The meport provides [resh
perspectives on Sandi  Arabia’s
fashion landscape, revealing
exciling trends and opportunities
for growth and investment.

It offers readers industry data
spanning fashion, hxury goods,

jewelry, cosmetics, and business
operations, while examaning the
fashion scene and presenting key
insights from industry experts.

It reparts that the sectors
contribution to the RKingdom’s
GDP has surged to 2.5 percend,

HIGHLIGHT

The report offers readers
industry data spanning fashion,
luxury goods, jewelry, cosmetics,
and business operations, while
examining the fashion scene and
presanting key nsights from
industry eaxperts.

a sigmificanl mcorease om 14
peroent in the previows year,
Thizs growth is mirrored in the
jobs market, with the fashion
industry emploving 320,000
people as of 2023, marking an
increase of D0,000 jobs since the

o of Fashion workloree in KSA

20213022 period

In & notable development for
pender  equality, women  now
constitute 52 peroent of the fashion
workforoe n Saudi Arakbda,

The report also highlights the
expanding economic  [ootprind
of the Saudi fashion market. In
20023, the market value reacked
abouwt 330 billion, a figure that s
projecied to surge to 542 billion
by 20028,

Burak Cakmak, CEO of the
Fashion Commission, saick “Data
15 crucial for understanding our
country s growih.”

He added: "We are proud io
bead in this area, offering public
:|-|_'|:-|'.-.u~.[||-||:|-]|-|||_'I|.||1:i|i.-|".~.:|-:;:'4,|:¢'-i‘|'|'||-'
value chain™

He also anmounced the launch
of a data center that will publish
the 5State ol Fashion Report
and make it publicly available,
showcasing opportunities across
the value chain.

Reel preseryvatlon Saudi Arabia has been elected to preside over
the International Coral Reef Initiative for its [4th cycle, The Ringdom will
assume leadership of the global partnership for three years, starting in 20025,
The decision was reached during ICRI's 38th meeting, held in Jeddah.

BOOSTING FROFIGCIENGY

Hundpreds of non-native speakers

Hebshi Alshommart F yads

Hundreds of non-mative speakers
have been tested on their Arabic
lanruage skills in Sawdi Arabdas
new standardized language test
this week, according to the Saudi
Press Agency

A total of 315 candhidates from
22 counines took the Hamza
Arabic Language Test in person,
which was conducted by the King
Salman Global Acadvemy for Arabic
Language, In collaboration with
sy Sancl vl versiiies,

The lest s a oomputerzed,

codified test which measures the
Ambic languape proficiency of
non-native speakers,

seven lests have been admin
istered snce its imiroduction to
evalate the language skills of 1,979
peaple In Saadl Arabia, China,
Indonesia, amnd India,

The test 15 part of

RSGAALS endeavors -

to rakse the status of
the Arabic language
locally, regiomally,
and  mtematonally,

Sandd Al-Claltand

lake standardized Arabic test

accomling to Dr. Abdullah  bin
sSalch Al-'Washmi, the secretary-
general of the KSGAAL.

Dir. Saad Al-Qahtani, head of the
Educational Programs Sector at
RSGAAL, told Arah News: “The
incressing demand for leaming
Arabpe for vanous educational,
vocational, and cultural objec-

tives has prompied the need

to desipn a unified global test

rreasuring the Arabie language

proficiency that helps enroll

in educabional programs or

meets the necds of the
labor marked”

1 heSpace

@@ Vision 2030 rut'l:lng

women in spotli

FAISAL AL-SHAMMERI

auwd| Arabda’s Vislon 2030 s a
national developrmant plan that s
bringing serous changes to the
Kingdom and the Middle East. Its aim
Is to put the Saudi economy ahead
of the technological curve that is um&rsjnﬂ in the
215t century

The restructuring will lead to tremendous
opportunities for people ving in Sawd| Arabéa
or dealing with it. Maore than just the provision
of a strong economio and social amvironment, it
is the creation of a stable, steadily growing and
prosperous future for the Kingdom.

Whila Vision 2030 has been widely applauded

falrly among men and women. Then there was the
lssuance of laws preventing harassment in 2018,

Saudh wornen ars Ermlri:nEin thaeir participation
in the economy and now represent 34.5 percent
of the workforce, according to the Workd Bank.
Two years ago the figure was just 20 percent.

“The employment rate of women has grown
from 68 percent to TS percent over those two
yoaars desplte new entrants,” a study by the
Washington-based Brookings Inatitution sald.

"Maybe even more importantly, this increasa in
employment was not driven by the government
hiring Saudi women. it was genuine private-
sactor-led emnployment growth,

around the world, the academic A “Public sactor employmeant
focus showld be directed to how .--. of Saud] women inoreased by 5
it will emipower Sadi women, percent from the start of 2015
change their status for the q:udl::;:z_"m':::f ﬁ:ll"ﬂ'l-'r:ll!.l; to the end of 2020. In the private
hetter and benefit the Kingdom i1 part _ pation f' sector, female smploymant
as a whole, HH*I.'-E‘IHHI-II}':IIIIH g in the accommadation and

The statesmanshipof Grown  TEPresent 35 percentol oo crow by 40
Prince Mohammed Bin Salman the workforve, according percant Tha construction and
iz the reason for the creation o the Workld Bank. manufacturing sectors saw more
of Vision 2030, The crown princs modest growth of 9 percant and

miust alwoys be thought of as a leader of high
courage, a man of unswerving integrity, a
tenacious flghter for the interests of all Arabs and
Muslms, and a stralghtforward person who does
not sacrifice his noble principles for any reason
The contributions of Sawd| worman to the
aconomy ans ncreasing a great deal. Mora
wiaiTsen are starting thair own businesses,
Maore women ars w-nrhing a5 entreprenswrs.
More women are enhancing their business
experiences as a result of Vision 2030. The
inftlal developrments in Sawdi Arabia have baan

reflecting positively on the Guilf and Middle East

ruEinn-: For axampla, thers wask the r-:r!,ruJ deores
changng driving regudations and it is enforced

M peroent, respectively. The wholesale and retad
trade hired 5 percent more women.”

The World Bank Women Business and Law
report sald "Saudl wormean are a vital slement for
the success of Vision 2030, Several reforms have
been implemanted to ncentivize and protect
wiormen to anter the labor market.

“Thase have included equalized women's mght
to choose a place of resdency. They prohibited
discrimination based on gender in employment, the
dismissal of pregnant women and discrimination
basad on gender In scocessing to credit.”

Fakal &-Sramrmes is g polUcal analyst. X @Mr_Alshamman
Foe full version, log on Eo wwe.arabae s, coms thespace
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THE BEST QF THE REST
Cultural exchange Exports Assistance
saudi artworks AlUIa Dates Fest hSsrelieldelivers
altract crowds Anction enters food aid to Yemen
in Caire its second week and Sudan

St artworks a1 the seconcd
echition of the Bevond the Frame
arl exhibition — currently at

the Cairo Opera Howse — have
attracted visitors of varios
matbomakithes and ages, who

bt pasiised the dhiversaty' and
unigueness of the works,

MNahed Turkistand, a professor
of coeramic art at Jeddah
Linbversity, sud the event
featured around 200 Saudi works
in photosraphy, sculpiure, Arabic
calligraphy, and padnting. She
highbighted the distinetiveness
of the Sanwdl pieces whiach
showrased works representing
inmcrvative artkstic kdeas reflecting
Intellectuakism. SPA Caire

The Al Dates Festival
Auction enfers its second week
om Fricay as the annual event
eets into full swing.

Organized by the Koyal
Cosrumibsion for AU In
partnership with governmen
and prrivate entitics, the weekly
auctions are hekd near Al-1skan
Stadium. south of AIUTa, amed mum
ekl Mo B,

The festival provides date
Farmers with an opportunity
b shovcsise thetr products
Loy Bivers anel investors from
within the Kingelom ancd aroundd
thie world. 1t also alipns with
AlUla Visbon and Saudi Vision
MW SPA AlUa

Sauwdi akd apency Ksrelief
cheliveerecl almost 1400 Food aicd
parcels to thousands of people
in Yemen's Taiz governorate
and Sudan’s Red Sea State, state
eEws ageney SPA reported on
Thurscliy,

In the Mawsasit district of Taix,
381 food parcels were delvered,
benefting 2,667 people from 381
of the eedlest families alfected
by flooding.

Sudan’s Hed Sea State
recerved 1,000 food parceks for
5,791 people,

The defiveries are part of
the 2024 food akd project for
affected populations in Yemen

ancd Sudan. AN Hiyuli

ﬂ' Fallow frab News Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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Conquering health

with natural remedies

Viral Australian social media wellness expert Barbara O Neill hosts 3-day workshop in the hingdom

Jasmine Bager Fyards

Barbara O'Nelll, a
prominent Australian
health lectuarer and

wellness Influencer,
Journeved from
Australia to the heart
ol the Kingdom Lo host
a three-day curated
workshop at Huna
Takhassusi in Rivadh
from Sept. 17-19,

During  her frst visit to the
Ringdom, Arab News spoke
exclusively to O'Neill about her
workshop and hopes for the
liaiure,

*The people in Saudi Arabia
are interested in health just as
much as everywhere else in the
world” she told Arab News. “A
lot of people today are becoming
disillusioned with the medical
way of treating things, You've
el o probbem, here's a drug. And
my teachings ave become guiie
popular here in Saudi Arabia,
in Duhbai, in many parts of the
waorld”

The danghter of an inventor,
O'Neill's Father would often tum
things imside out to sec how they
worked, Her family  dynamic
alwavs encouraged her and her
siblings to constantly explore the
"why"” in everything. Why does
this work this way? Why does
it nod? Thai Hey quesilon was
how she was able (o unlock her
potential, first m her own howse-
hold, then in her unconventional
career path.

The T1-vear-old has ralsed =ix
children. When she was 25, her
viung son had an ear ailmeni.
Her BS-vear-old melighbor told

hir 1o use an onon poaltce,
which O'Neill immediately put
om her son'’s ear. It worked. That
simple act inspired her to take
the namiral route and prioritgze
organic mgredients (o treat dadly
155014,

In essence, she tumed o
Mother Nature to guide her
and — onless someone reguined
mager surgery or was plaguwed
with a very serious health crisis
— fo Ty o g0 to the earth to find
whaal helpes Diesgite some rumonrs,
O'Neill 1= adamant that she s
not against modern medicine
or doctors but prioritizes using
natural ways to heal first,

Dav one of the workshop
wis dedicated to canving out a
balamced life in the middle of
chaos and Ffocusing on hormonal
health; day two explored heart
health, obesity and  diabetes,
and day three was an interactive
workshop, centering on poultlce
and natural herfs,

O'Meldl st skyrocketed 1o
online fame during the COVID-19
pandemic four years ago, when
videos of her lecturing on health
and wellness went wviral on
TikTok and Instagram, amassing
hundreds of millions of views.

Her “simple™
tips mace her a popular chokee
for those scrolling social media
channels during lockdown.

During her Sandi  seminars,
she browight  her life-changing
expertise in holistic health and
nafural therapies directly to the
Ringdom. Many knew her from
sl mieclia

As Sandh Armabia focuses mone
on health and wellness, O°Neills
visit was perfectly timed. The
venue, Huna Takbassasi, a hyhiid

methewlds  and

Avstralian wellness influencer Barbara O'Nelll hosted a three-day workshap In Riyadh. AN chodo by Loal E ks

cO-wWOorking space and Comimul-
nity huab, handpicked O 7Neall to
come and offer her wisdom and
UL,

Farah Taher, head of evenis
and partnerships at  Humna,
fodd Arab News that they were
excited to include O Neill in their
Programiming.

“To see Huma come to fruition
and bemg a part of it from day one,
puiting pen to paper, constrec:
thon sdtes to fully oocupled spaces
by the communily and
spreading to Jeddah and soon
AlUla, fecls fke an ongoing full
circle moment” Taher said. “And
what betfer way to sustain thai
than with guesis like Barbara,
who remimnd us to focws on our

FICHN

health and connecting with
nature”
D'NeElls  journey o Saodi

Arabia was spurred by a series of
interconnected events. She was
hosting a retreat in Thalland in
May with her hushand when she

met consultant Andaleeh Wanes,
from [Dubai Wanee helped her
organize the first Dubai retreat,
anicl, after that wild success, Sandi
Arabla came into the pleture.

“I always sav ves, IS very dilfi-
cult for me to say no — bt 1 was
happy 1o, O'Nelll fold Arah News,
rellectng on how she came to be
in Sauch Arabia.

In her Hivadh talks, she
addressed  the Importance of
sunshine and lis impact on health,
an ares particulacly rebevant to
the Saudh context

“The sunshine is very impor
tant,” she said, hizhlishiing
historical vitamin [} defickencies
in the Kingdom. Equally impor-
tant ks sleep, rest, exercise and
consuming enough fresh water.

Rohaf Jamil Hiyach

Female enireprencurship in Saudi
Arabia was the focus of a panel
discussion called “Empower Me”
hosted by the Atlanthe Council
Mickdle East Initsatives in Hiyadh
on Wednesday.

Speakers included  Amal
Dokhan, managing  pariner
at MEMA 500 Global and one
of the Kingdoms fArst female
venture capitalists, along with
Wala Obaidat, founder and CEO
af editech company  Playbool,
and Afnan Ababtain, director of
innovation and entreprencurship
at the Minisiry of Investmeent of
Sanuch Arabia,

The panel discussson  was
modderated by Noor  Nugah,
chepualy acditor-in-chiel al
Arab News,

For the thind vear running,
the Atlantic Council's Women
[nnovators  Fellowship  brings
topether a group of pioneering
female Saudi entrepreneurs for
a vear-long program designed o
enhance their business skills and
expand their regional and inter-
naticnal networks.

The 20 inspirational business
leaders sclectied for the 2024-25
cohort represent diverse sectors
such as technology, climate
sustalnability and healthcare,

In a wvirtual address, US
Ambassador to Saudi  Arabaa
Michael Hatney said: "1 want
to flrst recognize our partner,
ithe Atlanthe Council, Ffor their
leadership  in implementing
this fellowship, 1 also want to
thank all those invodved lor thelr
invaduable support.  Withoul

INSPIRATION

Pioneering female entrepreneurs discuss
progress, challenges in Saudi Arabia

The Atlartic Councll's Middia East Initlatives hosted a panel discussion
titled "Empower Me' on Wednasday In Riyadh. AN shaio by Balal Jaerdsi

voul, this fellowship would not
exist”

The panel discussion began
with a guestion about the
rale of female entrepreneurs
In  advancing Saudi  Arabda’s
ecomomic conditions aned thedr
alnment with Vision 200550,

Ahabtain sad: "We are seeing
women  contributing  signifi-
cantly o small amnd medium
enterprises.  Since Monshaat
started operations in 2006, the
participation of women has
increased nodn 21 percenl (o
over 45 percenl.”

Dokhan encouraged aspirng
female entrepreneurs to take the
feap: *If vou have a business idea,
don’t hesitate to apply to MENA
00 Global. Remember, rejec-
R0 1% par af thae PROEss. Others
fave succeeded, and so can you
The mvestments are there
Saucli Arabdi s backing many
funds, and venture capitalists are
excited about technology”

Beflecting on  her journey
with Plavbook, Obaidat said: “1
Founmed miysell frustrated within
frachtional business networks
that lacked real opportunitics
for engapement. It's disheart
ening to see that while girls excel
academically, less than 2 percent
of VO funding goes to women,
and fewer than 10 percent reach
C-level positions.”

sl emphasized the

imageartance il crealing il
supportve efvironment:
“Plavbook was born from the
need o discuss sirategies for
alvancing  in  business and
pormalizing female leadership”

since s inceplion, Flaybook
has attracted over G000
members, with 15 percent in
C-level posibons and 10 percend
as female founders.

“We've raised over 515 million
in pre-seed amnd seed funding,
:|I|-:E-|:||||'5;l::-.:|| |-"'1*""|1|-r"::"'"""‘|' e
women Lo navigate the complex-
ities of the professional workd.”™
said C¥baidat.

The discussion panel was
hosted by the Atlantic Council in
partnership with the American
Chamber of Commerce, the
S Embassy in Sawd  Arabda

and Peps=aCo.
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Spanish prime minister,
Palestinian leader urge
Mideast de-escalation

AFP Madrid

Spadsh  Prime  Minlster  Pedro

Sanchez on Thirsday called lor a
che-r=calation of the condlicd 10 the
Middle Easi.

“Today the sk of  escala-
tkn 15 once more INCreasing in a
damperous way™ m Lebanon, sasd
sanchez, at a news conference
with visiting Falestinian President
Malimoud Abdxis,

“So we must agam make a fresh
appeal for restraint, for a de-escala
ton and for peaceful coexistence
between countries, in the name of
P I aclcled,

sanchez was speaking to journal-
ists after more than an bhour's talks
with Abhas,

Since the Gaza war began,
Sanchez has positioned himsell as
& chamipion of the Palestinian cawse
within the ELL

Hiz sochals government  has
mcreasingly tiken highly ontical
positions towand Israels conduct of
its campaign against Hamas, rival to
the Fatah party.

“The  intermational  oommae
nity and Europe canmsd remain

impassive in the face of the suffering
of thousands of mmocents, largely
wornen and chilcren,” he added.

Isracts military offensive  has
kalked at beast 41,272 peogpde m Gaza,
most of them civiltans, according
o data provided by the Health
Mmesiry. The UN has ackmow]-
edeed these fizures as reliable.

Urging a two-staie solution,
long a imter-
mational attempd=s to end the
checades-long  conflict, Sanches
said that a Palestinian naton
“living side by side with the state
of Israel™ was the only way to
“bring stability o the region.”

He pointed oui that this is
Abhass first visit to Spain since

Madrid dechded o recopnize
the state of Palestine on May 28,
Irelamd and Norway toeok the same
decisbon In May., "Why is this a
eovl thing? Because Palestine
exists amwd has the Fght to have s
shitte,” the premiber adedecl,

While Hamas controfs the Gaza
strip, the Fatah party chaired
by Abbas controls the Pales-
tinian Authority in the occupicd
Wiest Bank.

Cofmerstone  of

Polestinlan President Mahmoud Abbas and Spain's Prime Minister Pedro S8anohez arrive to give a joint staberment in Madrid on Thursday. AF

Saped Al-Batatd 40 -%ukala

Armed Houthis abducted
five tribal leaders,
academics and officials
after raiding a house in
Sanaa, the latest selruares

following accusations of
criticism and Incltement
of revolution celebrations.

The group stormed a house in
Assafi'vah and arrested Amen
Rajeh, a tribal leader and deputy
minister of youth, along with
All Jarmal, Saeed Al-Ghoules,
Ahmed AlAshan and Nayvel
Al-Najjar.

All five are senior members of
the General People’s Congress,

IMPACT

Israel violated
global child
rights treaty
in Gaza, UN
commiltiee
sSays

the party of former president
All Abdullah Saleh. An anomny-
mails source  sakd they were
captured for inciting the public
to celebrate the G2Znd anniver
sy of the Sept. 26 revolution
and for online criticlsm of the
Houthis, The Yemeni revolu-
tion of Septembser 1962 ended
contunics of Laidi Imamate rule
in northern Yemen and laid the
groundwaork for establishing the
Yemen Arab Republic.

The source, a GPC journalist,
sald: “The September 26 revolu-
epddisd the backward
[mamate rule, and the Houthis
supported  that  reactionary
regime.”

In recent days, the Houthis

Hom

Rautars .o

A UN committee has accused
fsrael of severe breaches of a
global treaty protecting childrens
rghis, saving s military actions
in Critga had a catastrophic impact
om them and are among the worst
violations im recent history.
Palestinian  health  aothoritses
sy HLOO0 peopde have been Killed
in Gaza since Israel launched its
milifary campaign in response o
cross-border attacks by Harmas
on Oct, 7, O those killed in Gaza,

CONFLICT

Houthis abduct 5 former ruling
party members in Sanaa

UN envoy urges militia to release detained colleagues to restore hope and trust

have rawled the homes of people
in Sanaa, bbb, and oiher areas
under thelr conired wha have
called for revolution celebra-
tions. Residents and local media
have reported the abductions of
several people, including online
activisis

The serzures come as Houtha
leaders are asking Yemenis in

fime, Yemens human rights
miniier, Ahmed Arman, told
Arab News the Houthis had
distribuied lealiets in the streets
of Sanaa, Amran and other arcas
in northern Yemen, urging the
publlic to assist in ldentifving
spies for Weslern countries.
One  leaflet, shared on X,
read: *IE 15 our responsibility as

areas under thetr control free amnd honorable Yemenis
fo take o the streets on o report specs for America,
Saturday to commemo Israel, PBrtain, Holland,
rate the 10th anniversary ﬁ"' amd Germany to security

of the military takeover
which tnggered the
current war,

Al the sams

Hons Grundberg

at least 11355 are children, Pales-
tinian data shows, and thousands
mode are injuned.

"“The oulrageous death of
children i almost  historically
unbgue, This s an  extremely
chark place m history” sod Brag
Crudhrandsson. vice chair of the
Committoe,

“1 don't think we have seen a
vialation that s 20 massive helone
s We've seen i Gaza, These ane
extremely grave violations that we
chiy gl ofien sese™ b sl

lsrael, which ratified the {reaty

authorities and intellipence
AFCNCIeS b 1 1|1|:':|.' [EIRLTH
the greatest threat to the
state, religion,  and
Islamic nation.”

Following  raids

The ontrageons death

of children bs almost
historically unigue. This
is an extremely dark
place in history.

in 1581 zent a large delesation
i the UM hearings in Geneva
betwern Segptember 34,

They argued that the treaty
did nod apply in Gaza or the Wesl
Rank amd that 11 was committes)
v respecling intermational

FASTFACT

Yemen's human rights
minister, Ahmed Arman, sakd
the Houthis had distributed
leaflets, urging the public to
aszist in identifying spias for
Western countries,

on homes amnd workplaces, the
Homrthis  abducted dorzens  of
people working for UN agencies,
miternatiomal righis and aid crgani-
zatlons, and diplomatic missions,
pocusing  them of using  their
humanidaran work (o spy for US
and Israch intelligence services,
The UN and other organi-
Zations have vehemently

humanmitarinn  law. [t says s
military campaign nn Gaza 1S
aimed at climinating Harmas,

The committee prased [srael
for attending but said it “deepdy
regreds the stale partys repeated
denial of its begal obligations.”

The 18-member UN Commuties
mintitors countrics” compliance
with the 1985 Convention on the
Rightz of the Child — a widely
adopted treaty that protects Lthem
from violenoe amd other alnises.

I = conclisions, 1 called on
Izrae] to provide urgenl assistance

clenied the allegations and called
for their employees” Immediate
release,

On Wednesday, UN Special
Envoy for Yemen Hans Grund
beerE announced the end of a trip
to Iran after “frank and constroe-
tve™ talks with Iranian oflicials
about peace efforts to end the
war in Yemen and the abduction
of UN workers.

In a statement, Grundberg
said: “Throughout all my engage
ments, 1 priovitized lending my
vice to the secretary-general's
urgent call to release all detained
colleagues. Thelr release musd
happen without delay to restore
the hope and trust needed for
mving forward,.”

Lo Uhousands of children midmed
of iguresd by the war, provide
support for orphans, and allow
more medical evacuations from
(raza,

The UN body has no means of
enforcing s recomimendations,
althoagh countries generally aim
to compdy.

During the hearings, the UN
experts also asked many questions
about Israch chibdren, including
detalls about those taken hostage
b Hamas, to which Iseaels delega
(N gave eXlensivie responses,
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Denmark A7

Swedish anthorities have
charged a 52-year-old woman
assoclated with the Daesh
group with genocide, crimes
agalnst humanity, and
serious war crimes against
Yazidi women and children
In Syria — In the first such
case of a person (o be tricd
in the Scandinavian country.

Ling Ladna Isha, who's a Swesdlisds
citizen, allegedly  committed
the crimes from August 2004 to
December 20068 in Ragoa, the
former de facto capitad of the self-
proclaimed Dacsh caliphate and
home to gbout 300,000 people.
The crimes “took place under
Divesh mle i Ragop, amd this is
the first Ume that Deesh attacks

againsl the Yazkdi minonty have
been tmed m Sweden” senior
proseciior Reena Deveun sakd in
A statemenil,

"Women, children, and men
were regarded as property and
subjected to being traded as
slaves, sexual slavery, foreed
labor, deprivation of lberty,
and extrajudicinl  executions,”
[ewveun said.

When annoumcing the charges,
Deveun sakd that they were ahle
to identify the woman through
information fom UNITAL, the
N team investigating atrocities
i Triwy,

Daesh “tned to annihilate the
Yaxdi cthnic group on an indus-
irial scale.” Deveun said

In a separate statement, the
Siorkholm Disircd Court sald

the proseciitor chinms the ssoiman

JUSTICE

Sweden charges woman with genocide,
crimes against humanity in Syria

Daesh ‘tried to annihilate the Yazidi ethnic group on an industrial scale,” prosecutor Reena Devgun savs

Prosecutor Reena Dewgun speaks
during a press conference. 4F

detained a numbser of women and
children belonging to the Yazidi
ethnic group n her residence in
Ragga ancd “albegedly  exposed
them o, among other things,
severe suffering, torture or other
inhuwmane treattnent as well as
for persecution by depriving
them of fundamenial nghits [or

cultural, religious and gender
reasofs contrary to general inter-
mationesl law™

According o the charge sheet,
Ishiacy 15 suspected of holding nine
people, including  chilkdren, in
her Hagaga home for up to seven
maonths and treating them  as
skaves. She also abused several af
thoese shes held caplive

The charge sheet sawd  thai
Ishag, who denies wirongdoing,
15 accused of having molested a
baby, said to have been one month
ol at the time, by holding a hand
over the childs mouth when he
serearmed to made him shil ap

she s al=o suspected of having
sold people to Dacsh, knowing
they risked being lklled or
subjected 1o sertous sexual abuse,

In 2014, Dacsh stormed Yazidi
toawis and villages m Irag’s Smiar

FASTFACT

The charge sheet sald that
Swedish citizen Lina Laina
Ishag, who denies wrongdoing,
s accused of having malested
a baby sald to have bean one
manth old at the time.

regon and abducted women and
children. Women were foroed
info sexual slavery, and boys were
taken to be indoctrinated i phadi
ieology.

The woman earder had been
ootvicled in
sentenoed to thres vears i prison
for taking her 2-vear-old son to
S¥ria in 2004, an area that Daesh
then controdled.

The woman claimed] she hacd
iodd the childs father that she

Swidlenn anel  weas

and the boy were only going on
Fealiday to Turkive, However, tice
in Turkive, the two crossed inio
Syria and the IS-run termlory.

In 2017, when Daeshs reign
began to collapse, she fled from
Ragoa and was captured by Syrian
Famctish troops. She managed to
escape to Turkne, whiene <)y wis
arrestecd with her son amd two
ot ey chilldren she had given birth
fo 1 the meantime, with a Daesh
foreden fighter rom Tunisia,

she was extradited from Turkive
to Sweden.

Before her 200 conviction, the
wiormean Hvesd in the soaithern town
of Lands=krona,

The court said the trial was
planmed to start Ock. 7 and last
approcdmately two months.

Large paris of the inal are to be
held hehind closed doors.

SAFETY FIRST
Turkiye reviews security
of communication devices
after Lebanon blasts

Reuters, AFP fAnceea

Turknye 1s reviewimg s measures
b scoume the communication
devices used by s armed forces
after the deadly hlasts in Lebanon,
a Turkish Defense Minkstry official
szl on Thursday

Hand-held radios used by the
armed group Hezbollnh detonatoed
on Wedmesday across Lebsarnons
scith in the country's deadliest
iy sie  cross-border  Bghing
erupted between the group and
Bsrael nearly a vear agn, stoking
tenssans  aller similar  expio-
spons of the militants' pagers the
diay before.

The blasts appeared to throw
Hezhollah fnto disarray,

They pecurred alongs=soe Israel™s
H-month-odd war agaimst Hamas
in Graza and heightened fears of an
escalation and regional war,

The Turkish official said Turki-
VIiE's |1||i]i1.||'_l. -e':r,-:'lu'-:i'n.'lil_'.' WETRY
domestically  produced  equip-
ment, but Ankara had acditbonal
control mechami=ms il a third party
procured or proguced devioes,

“"Whether in the operations
we carry out, the ongoing war in
Lkraine, and as with the Lelmnon

eXAMpE, MeRASUNes arne reviewel,
and new measures are  being
ceveloped as parl of the lessons
lecarned [ollowing each develop-
ment,” the official said.

“In the context of this incident,
we  as  the Defense  Mindstry
ale GETVIE oul he necessary
examinations,” the person acded,
without further detadl,

I Tuesday's  explosions,
sonirees sadd sraell spies rermotely
chetopated explosives they planted
in & Hezbollah omder of 5000
pagers before they entered the
country,

Turki=h Forcign Minister
Hakan Fidan told the Anadolu
news agency that establishing an
indepenclent agency for cybeer-
RECIETILY 5-:||r~|_'|;l'||'.|||5|_'r' wix on The
govenment’s apemda and that
President Recep Tavvip Erdogan
saw this as a necessity.

Fidan accused Ismael of seeking
b expand the war in Gaza to
Lebanon with the wave of deacdly
el oslons.

The escalatdon i U fregaon 15
alarming.” Foreign Minister Hakan
Ficlam =said on TRT television.

"We see lsracl mounting its
attacks toward Lebanon step by

= il ._.;a.. .-:'. .
b 8 skttt L .
A A TAY

People gather as o man donates bleod following Tuesday's pager detonations across Bebrut subwrbe bn Lebanon. Fauters

step” Fidan blamed Israel for
ihe hlasis,

“We have come to a point where
ihese operations carrvied out by
Israel have become increasingly
provocabive, and in refurn, Iran,
Hezbodlah, and elemenis close
i them have no choice but to
respond,” Fidan said.

Turkish Preskdent Recep Tayvip
Erdozan on Wednesday  called
Lebanons Prime Minister Majib
Mikati 1o offer his condolences
o Lhe wave of deadly Blasts,

Ermlogan = a wvocal cntic of
Ismels offensive in Gaza,

Fidan, who was the head of
Turkive™s spy agency before heing

appointed forelen minkster, sald
of the method of mass explosions:
“This & something that intel-
Hgence organizations use very
b,

“But this ome was on a lage
scale,” he adddedd. Isracl's campaigm
risked extending beyond  the
enfire region, he warned

“While we are currently
L RTTR AT abol  Lebanon, there
is always a risk of a war that may
mvalve Jordan, Egvpt, and the
erithne region,” he sabd,

"Does Israel wanl permanent
peace, or does it wani o elimi
nate everything it sees as a threat
by using classical war methods>

Turkiye
innew bid

lorevive
Somalia-

Ethiopia
lalks

AFP istanbud

Turlaye will hold scparate talks
with Hotrm of Africa rivals Somalia
and Ethiopéa toease tenskons before
a new ol of Ankara-hosied
talks, the forelgn minister sad on
Thursday.

Kelattons  between  Mogadishu
aril  Addis Ababa have soured
dramatically since Exhiopla struck
d copfroversial mantime deal in
January with the breakaway Somali
regon of Sormaliland,

The

memorandum af

understanding gives Ethiopda — one
of the worlds biggest landlocked
cotmntrics — access (o the sea, bul
somalia has condemned it a5 an
assankt on its sovereiEmly.

Turkive, which |has
conducting  shuttle  diplomscy
betwern Ethiopian and Somalian
foreign minksters since the summer,
mediaed two rounds of talks in
July ancl August,

The third rowmsd, which was
supposcd o take place on Tuesday,
wigt cancebed a Turkive's Foregm
Minister Hokan Fidan said Ankara

e

BACRGROUND

The memorandum of

understanding gives Ethiopia
access to the sea, but Somalia

has condeamnied it as an
assault on its sovereignty.

wiokthd rather meet them separately
b lore andd e poarncd of talkes
“"Because Lhere ame some lessons
we leamed from the previous two
rounds of talks” Fidan told the

Anacdodil NEws aEency,

Ficlan sasd e woutld directly talk
fo the two partics to “bring ther
positions closer™ and help them
reach a deal

Under the Jan. 1 deal with Acdcdis
Abhaba, Semalifand apreed 1o lease
20 km of 118 coas [or 50 years o
Ethopia, which wants to set up a
naval base and a commercial port

Somaliland has said  Ethdopia
woltkd give it Tormeal recognition [n
retiirm, although Addis Ababa has
never oonfirmed this,

sorpaliland.  a Rtk

prodeciorate of 4.5 millon peophe,

[arTey

undbaterally  declared  indlepen:
dence in B, bt the mternational
codmmunity has never recognized
the move. Addis Ababa had acoess
to a4 port in Entrea untll the two
cedinirees wend 0 wair [t wers
1998 amvd 20000 Since then, Ethaopia
has =ent most of d= sca trade
through Dijfbout.

Fickin sadd b was hopeful about a
cheal betvweeen Uwe o rivals,

“1 beleve we have brought the
parties closer to a cerfamn degree
Hopefally, we will continmee this . 1
arm hopedal,” he saxd
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Rohingyas refugess witlk In a market at a refuges camp In Ukhla on Sept, 13, Bangladesh heats 1.3 milllon Rehingyaa, AFF

Hope in Rohingya
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THE BEST OF THE REST

Weakening relations

Tokyo demands
answers over boy
Lilled in China

Japan's prime minister de-
manded an explanation from
Begjing: on Thiirschay aboiit the
fatal stabbing of a Japanese
s ool boy In Shemnehen and
urged China to ensure the
=afety of Japanese citizens.
Wednesday's attack, on the
anniversary of a notorions
1931 Incident in the mim-up to
Japan's occupathon of Manchi-
riit, came against a backdrop of
worsening bilateral relations.
Bejjing responded by express-
ing condolences for the Killing,
calling it an 1solated incident
that “could happsen in amy
couniry.” AFP

Tough governance

Tallban in
coniroel of 39
Afghan cmbassies

The Taliban administration
1% In control of 30 Afghan
embassies and consulates
globally three vears after

it took over Afghanistan
amul the previows Western-
hacked government
collapsed, the acting
Foreirn Ministry said on
Thursday.

No international
government has formally
recognized the Taliban ad
mini=tration, though
China and the United Arab
Emirates have officially ac
cepted its ambassadors in
their capitals, Reuters

1 he Days

0.8 -

camps as Bangladesh's i
leader pledges support -

o

I3 o b

Bruwees STl b i T

Yunus is credited with lifting many Bangladeshis out of poverty

Bhehab Sumon Cox s Homar

Mohammad Jamal heard
about Dir. Muhamumad
Yunus long before the
economist became the
head of Bangladesh's

new government last
month. Like many other
Rohingyva refugees, he is
now pinning his hopes
on the Nobel prizewinner

changing his life,

An  internationally  renowised
microfinance ploneer who in
2006 was awarded the Nobed
Prace Prize for his work, Yunus
was appolnted to bead Bangls-
diesh’s  interim  administration
following the ousting of veteran
prime minister Sheikh Hasing.
With strong ties 10 the inter-
COMmunity,

and Western  povernments,

riat ol dlomors

he has promised reforms and
also support to the 1.2 million
Rohingva refugees that Bangla-
dhesh is hosting:

"W have heard of Dr. Yunus
carlier many times. He raised
his vodee [or our well-being in
different  imfermational  media
earlier also. Since he is a4 Nobsel
laureate, people Enow him across
the waorld as well das) in Bangla-
desh. He is a very good person,”
said Jamal, a 27-vear-old living in
a refugee camp in Cox's Bazar,

A coastal district in Bangla-
dieshs east, Coxs Hazar became
the worlds  largest  reluges
settlement with  the arrival
aof humdreds of thousands of
RHotungyva Heelhg ceath  n
neighbonng Myanmar during a
military crackdown in 2017

Refermed to as ethnic cleansing
and penocide by varlous UN
agenches, Intermational Crminal

Court officials, human rights
groakps and  governments, the
global outrage over the violence
apainsl the Hohingya inifally
brought robust ard to Bangladesh
to help it support them, but it has
rapidly declined over the vears,
especially since the COVID-19
pandemic.

The World Food Programme
last  year
reducing the value of its Tood
assistance o those Bving in Cox’'s
Bazar camps.

As Yunus has been credited
with Hiting milllons of Bangla-
deshis out of poverly through
his microlending programs, the
Rohingva believe he will find a
wiy to help them, oo,

"Hefugee life is not a dignifeed
one. For everything, we need to
ask or depend on aid. Ifwe could
be provided with some lveli-

hood training and then informal

ENET ]1"'HI!'=I:'TI. RR]

working opportunities, it
woutlld make uws  self-reliant
o some extent” =aid Amena
Begum, a 38-vear-odd mother of
three.

“I heard that he spent years
of his lile for the well-being of
the mral people, especially [or
empowerning the women. 5o,
[ hope that he will take some
initlatives for changing the fate
of the Rohingya women also.”

In s first major govermment
policy address in late August,
Yunus pledged that his govern-
ment “will continue to support
the  million-plus  Rohingva
people  sheltered in Bangla-
desh™ amd that it needs the
“sustained «fforts of the interma-
tional commumity for Rohingya
humanttarian operations  and
their eventual repatriation to
thelr homeland, Myanmar, with

safety, dignity and Mull Fights"

Sanjny Kumar Mow el

Indian Prime Mindster Narendma
Modi will take part in the Quad
Leaders’ Summit hosted by US
Fresident Joe Biden and attend
the UN's Summit of the Future
in New York as part of his
upcaming visit 1o America, the
Ministry of External Affairs said
on Thursday

Modis three-day wvisat (o
the US will begin on Sept. 21
in  Wilmington, Delaware —
Blden's hometown — for the
Guad meecting comprsing also
Japan and Ausiralia.

“The Queacdl has a very, very full
amvl substantive agenda on this

CREATING DIALOGUES

India’s Modi to visit US for
Quad meeting, UN summit

pecaston,” Indias Foreign Secre-
tary Vikram Misrd told journal-
isls at a press conference in New
Delhi,

Misri added that the leaders
would  also cover  health
secunty, climate change,
critical and emerging technolo-
gies, maritime  security  and
Couler-termorsm

"This upcoming visil offers ..
the Quad leaders the opportu-
nity to review progress achicved
in the last one vear and set the
agenda for the next yvear”

Modh 15 expected (0 haold
hilateral meetings with Biden,
Japanese PM Fumilo  Kishida
and  Australian PM  Anthony

Albanese an the sidelines of the
Eauiacl sumvmit,

This is the fourth leaders'
aummit of the Quad — a four-
slale strategic security dialogue
— which positions itsell against
China’s growing-asscriiveness in
the Asia-Pacific region

Modi's US trip will alsa see
the Td-vear-odd premier attend
a gathering organized by the
Indian diaspora in Long Island,
Mew Yook, as well as a business
roamndtable with leaders of US
tech companies.

"The prime minister will also
be attending a business roand-
table with CEOs of leading US
companees 0 the cutting-edge

areas of artifickal intelligence,
sermcorduciors, EpuainTLm
computing and bictechnology”
Misri said, adding that details
el attendees are sl being
finalized

Um his last day in the US, Modi
will speak at the UNS Summit
of the Future, where warld
Jeaders are expected to address
current and emerging  global
challenges,

India’s Foreign Ministry did
nof confirm that Modi would
meed with Tormer 175 Preskdend
Domnald Trump as a part of the
visit, after the Republican presi-
clential nomines announced |
on Wednesday,

What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

‘Dark Matter’

DAVID J, E. MARSH, DAVID ELLIS, AND VIRAF M. MEHTA

This book provides an
incisive salf-containead
introduction to one of the
miast intriguing subjects in
modarn physics, presanting
the avidence we have
from astrophysics
for the existence

of dark matter, the
thearies for what

it could be, and

the cutting-edgo
axparimental and

Russian assots
ELl tosend 160
million curos
o Ukralne

The s of €860 million
[romm the proceeds of frogen
Russian assets will be allo-
cated to meet Ukraines
urgent humanitarian needs
for this winter, Europsean
Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen sacl
on Thursday.

She added that a fuel power
plant is being dismantled in
Lithuania and will be rebuilt
in Ukraine, where BD per-
cent of the country’s thermal
plants kave been destroved,
“We aim Lo restore 3.5 GW of
capacity, which is L5 percent
of Ukraine’s necds,” Von der
Leven said. Reuters

absarvational methods for
1.=|5‘|:ir'|E|: them
The book explains the
constraints on each theary,
such as direct detection and
indirect astrophysical
limits, and enables

students to budd
physical intultion
utInH hands-on
ENercises and
supplemeaental
rmatearial.

Tenseo situation

Fresh violenee
rochks French

overseas ands

Fremeh authorities on
Thursday grappled with

a new spake I violemnoe in
the conntry's overseas
termitories with security
forces killing two men in
New Caledonda and officials
ordering a curfew afler
ricding in Martinique,

Thie Fresh trouble comes
at a sensitive tme for
France where the new
Prime Minister Michel
Harniler is struggling
143 I"||:'|r| d EUAVETTITRETIE
following snap parbamentary
clections and has warmed
of a "very serious” Ainancial
sifuation. AFP

o Fallow #frub News Briefs all through the day BiirabNews
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Ball in Europe’s court over Ukraine ceasefire talks

ith the war in Ukraine
wiell mio its third year,
the conflict remains
inierse, with develop-
ments an midtiple
Ironts. Fechting in thee
Donetsk region brings reminders of world
wir-era irenches, while Uknungan fomes
have advanced up to 30 km into Bussia’s
Bursk region. Ukraine has also renewed its
call to be allowed to wse Western weapons
1o strike deepet into Russdan territory,. How-
e, Dlesgaile the=se eff o, Russian forces
continue to gain ground n eastern Uliraine

Missibe sirikes and heavy zhbine persist
i varsous regions, making the sibuation
fhadd and unpredictabde. One abso has 1o
inclsde developments on the infernational
dipdomatic and geopolitical front, as they are
inportant in understanding how i the
spluation e

Western suppoart for Ukraine has been
vital, helping the country sustaim its defense,
However, this support, specifically the
muilitary aspect, also risks eacalating the

kg
Drawing a
historical parallel,
one could compare
Ukraine's struggles
to the Algerian War
of Independence
from France

aial

b B A

1PN, I8

cofnflxct mto a broader European war, Somee
believe that EL keaders are allowing the
conflict to drift without a clear strategy.
Whilke there s consensas that support for
U krainee minst contime, questons remaln.
Showdd the EU indtEate negotiations to end
the war? 18 this conflicd parely a Russia-
PR e pssiie OF Choses 11 PeCuire an agrese-
ment bebween Russia and the West? The
latter seems key, yet negotiations miust start
goamewhiere, with the immediate priovity
bedmg 1o stoge the war, 15 this still possthle?

Drawing: a historcal paridlel, one cim ik
comnpare Ukraine's strageles to the Algerian
War of Independence from France. Algeria
became a French colony after the 18350
vasion and, in 1548, it was anhexed into
Franoe TTnder French mibe, violenoe gl
exploitation were commaon, with the French
gettler population dominating the locals,
The war For independenoe began in 1954,
fueled by decades of grevances over ootonial
O PSSR

Aany attempis at negotiations filed bat,
gtarting in 1961, secret tailks with Swiss
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mediation paved the way for formal negotia-
tions in Evian-les-Bams, France. Even as
fizhting raged, the Evian Accords were
skemied in March 1962 The accords included
prowisions bor o oeaselire, a reberendin on
Alprna’s luture and protections for French
setilers, Despiite the agreement, sporadi
violenoe continued untit Algera hnally
ganrd 1ts independence on Jady 5, 15662,
Ukraine’s history with Russia is much maore
deeply ropted and goes back more than 1000
years, to the medieval times of the Kyivan
Hugs’, Thix s cleardy a hghit Ueat |.'_'-|r|~ew-.|||'-|';1-|'1'
inde wihere Ukraine bedongs and if 18 can buald
closer thes with Europe and the West without
antagonizing Kussia. This is the ey issue.
The path to peace in Ukraine may bvalve
soent of the lessons learned from Aleeria
MNegotiations invelving all relevant parties,
incheding representatives from dispuied
regrinis, shoatld reset all previous agreeinenls
and start now, The terms of a8 ceasefre should
b agreed upon and a new referendum,
similar to the one in Alperia, could be held
in contested regions to determine theis

status, provided it 15 carefully monitored
and recogmidzed by all parties. Protecting the
rights of both ethnic Hussians in Ukraine
aneed Tkraindan natkonals In contested regions
wirLld be essential.

Toxkay, 1 chare to say that, despite Hussia
glartinge the war witly is invasion, the bxall is
i [t in Europe’s courl, The EU needs Lo
decide on its future relations with Hussia, [t
i= now Clear that Moscow will not integrate
imto the Western ojpserating system unless it
I% gtven an impaciin volce. And this sall nos
||:||||||_'||_5n|;|1|.|_||}' Breciiase s operaling sysiem
1= moompatthle with the Western one, The
ELl necds Ukraime 1o b the interoperability
switch between the two systems, not the
firewall.

MNegobations do not need a pause m the
conflict to start, as we witnessed in the
Algerian War of Independence. Yet, if they
sucoeel, they will ultimately reflect the situa-
tiom om1 Lhe groumnd, [am ot sure whid Ghe
fromt in Ukraine is telling us, but the interna
tional geopolitical situation is pretty chear: i
i= a weakened Western fromt,

S8
One ol the most
critical issues
conitributing to
this deterioration
Is Iran’s role in the
ongoning Russia-

Ukralne war

EU-Iran relations close to crisis point

fthough the EU has maintaimed
a relatively soft stance towand
the [rankan government com-
peared] o the more hard-Hne
approach adopted by the LIS,
tensions between Brussels amd
Tehran have been gradually escalating across
mnkltipde froavts. This rise in tensions high-
lizhts increasing Imcton, which could lead
i significant dipdomatic consequences if not
managed property by bath sides.

O ol the meest crtical issues cofninrb-
wting to thi= deterioration s Imn's mle in the
onEing RBussta-Ukraine war, This involve-
ment has drawn the ire of Westorn nations,
inclading those in the EU, which see it asan
alarrning development,

The EL has pssaed warnings 1o Irmn about s
imvolvement in suppdyving military hardware
by Kussia, particudarly ballstse missibes, [ts
chsapproval of Iran's actions becamne more

evident bast weck, when Josep Borrell, the
EL"s high representative for forcien affairs and
gecurity policy, submitied a formal proposal

o memrber states urging them to lmpose
sancions on Tehran,

This was secn as a direct response to Iran's
continued supply of ballistic missiles to
Hussia, in defiance of earfer warminges, The
Iranian governmaend responded with diplo
matic action, summoning the ambassacdors of
the UK, France, Germany and the Netherlands
Lo e Xl LE -:i|:-..'-..=|ll.=.!':||'I|||||.

Aorepver, the UK, France and Germany
this month took further sieps to counter Iran's
ruissile supply o Bussia. Inoa joint statement,
they descrilbsed Iran's actbons as a skewifleant
escalathon in the condlict, " We will be taking
immedhiate steps (o canee] bilateral air services
agrecments with Iran,” the statement read The
three couniries also announced their intention
bo paarsue the designation of key entibies ancd

DR, MAJID RAFIZADEH
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mdividualks associated with Irman's ballistie
missile program. These new measures apgsear
1o be almed st curbing Iran's abdlity to providi
ackehitional support to Rossda, espectally in the
form of ballistic missibe supplies.

The second major point of contention that
has straimned EU-Iran relations is the Latter's
nuchear proeram. Iran's neclear ambitions
have long been a souree of concern for the
mternational community, but i recent years
Tehran has made rapid advancements in its
miaclear technobogy, Tt is now reportedly only
a short step away [rom possessing the cCapacity
to produce nuckear weapons.

shoukd tenstons related to both the Russia
Ukraine war and Irans nuckear program
conimee to escalate, the E1T i likedy to
respond With a senes of punitie measires,
Firsthy, polibical sanctions will undowbtedhy
incresse, lurther domaging the already Tragtle
ciploanaiye relationship between Iran and

the ELL In addibion, economic sanctions may
be imposed, significantly disrupiimg trade
hetween Tehran and European countres.

I thie mext sage of these fsing tessions,
ciplomatic relations betwesn the EL amd Iran
may face complete severance. Such a move
weolbd muark a sipnificant shift in interma-
ticnal relations and further solate the Iranian
povernment on the world stage.

In conclsion, relatbons hetween the EU
ared Iram have now reached thelr lowesd
[eHng i :l.'l‘ull'.'-.il:llll the st sdwws [§IH]
signes of improvement With two major 1ssies

Iran's involvement in the Russia-Ulkraine
war and its advancing nuclear program
fueling tensions, the ltkelthood of furthes
detertoration remains high. I these under-
IV Essines ane nob acressed soon, e
relationship could spiral mto a full-blown
diplomatic crisis, with serious implications
for both sices.
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Pezeshkian's visit highlights Iraq’s strategic balancing act

ranian President Masoud Pezesh-
kian last week traveled to Baghdad
o his flrst official foredgn visit.
Pexeshkian and Iragi Prime Min-
ister Mohammed Shia Al-Sudani
discussed bhilateral cooperabion on
economic and security matiers. The two
leaders signed 14 memorandums of under-
standing, inclnding on key infrastruciure
prajects such as the Shalamcheh-Basra
railway line and the
development of border
industrial zones in Wa-

=i, Maysan and Basra RBilateral relations time, Iran wields influ-
governorates in Iracg. bhetween ll'ﬂ.-l'] and Irapy  ©Hee over many Shiite

Bilateral relations militias in [raq, particu-
between Trag and Iran have evolved from larly the Popalar Maobili-
have evolved Mrom hostility to tolerance zalion Units, which were
hostihity to tolerance tﬂ.wﬂun“ Oover key to the combating of
to cooperation over the decades Daesh,

the decades. Having
been invalved in the
nearly decade-long Irag-Iran War in the
1880=, the two countries have developed
a synergistic relatlonship based on horder
security, energy trade and economic
cooperation, Moreover, Iran holds
cultural, religious and strategic imfAuecnce
over Iraqs majority Shiite population.
Pezeshkians attermpt o secure tes with
[rag is in line with similar efforts by his
predecessor, Ebrahim Raisi, During Raisis
tenure, Iran and Irag strengthened their
already close thes, He prioritized coopera-
tion with Iraq to alleviate the impact
of International sanctions, especially
focusing on energy relations.

a8

Their growing cooperalion comes
as Iraq has been navigating a delicaie
halance between ifs relationships with
hasth the US and Iran, This |s essential o
maintaining Iraqg's security, stability and
sovercignty amid competing pressures
from the two geopolitical rivals. The
L5 still has more than 2000 troops in
Irag to assist in the fight against Daesh,
train the Iragi armed forces and rebuild
the country's defense
capabilities after years
of conflict, At the same

For Al-Sudani, who

has so far not favored
one partner to the detriment of the
other, this will be a test of his strength as
a leader. Having come to power mearly
two vears ago, Al-Sudani was Faced with
the challenging task of unmiting a nation
diviced mot only by differing domestic
interests but also foreign support. He has
successiully worked toward carving out a

space For Tradg in regional politics and the
broader Arab world. Irag has hosted the

annual Baghdad Surmit under his aegis
and the capital is also set 1o host the 2025
Arab League Summit, Al-Sudani has also
unequivocally expressed Irag's intention
to maintain diplomatic relations with both
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Washington amnd Tehran.
This dynamic has nonetheless been
complicated sinee the outhreak of the war
in Gaza. The continued US support lor
Israe] amid the latter’s ongoing hostilities
in the Sinp is contrasted by the Iragl and
Iranian condemnation of Tsrell actions
andd calls for an end to the war. This has
made Irag’s balancing act sagmificantly
more challenging.
Diespite signs of
progress, the relation-
ship between [rag and
Iran is not without its
challenges. A long:
standing source of

@8
Al-Sudani has also
unegquivocally expressed

and foreign policies. It remains (o be
secn whether Pezeshkian will be able

to halance the representation of ethnic
minorities with Iran-Iraq cooperation 1o
maintain Iran's territorial integrity and
national security.

While Pezeshkian's cholce for his s
afficial visit might appear ta be a continu-
ation of Iran's favorable stance toward
Irag, this may also indicate a new era in
Tehran's relations with
the West and partici-
larly the US, Pesesh-
kian has made clear his
intention to mend tes
with the US, as well as

tension between the hq'ﬁ' intention to Iran’s regional neigh-
twir Gull neighbors maintain dllﬂﬂil‘lﬂﬂll: bors. Iraq is a strategic
has been the presence relations with both the actor in this process,
of Tranian Kurdish US and Iran given the Gulf state's

separalisl groups in

Irag whea, the Iranian

state alleges, played a role 1o the 23022

nationwide protesis against the manda-

tory use of the hijab. Pezeshkian's time

in Iraq included a visit to Irhil to mee

Nechirvan Barzani, the president of [rag's

auntonomous Kurdish region.
Pezxeshkian is of Azerbaijani ethnicity

andl has claimed he will make greater

cfforts toward the political inclusion

of ethmic minorities. However, critics

guestion how successful he could he in

this endeavor, given the decisive role
played by the Islamic Revolutionary

Guard Corps and Supreme Leacer Al
Ehamenei in shaping Iran's domestic

ONEDINE CoOpHeTa-

tion with the US, its
grostrategic location, its key role in the
global ail market and its ability to mediate
hetween the West and Iramn.

For Trad, this is part of its eTort 1o
balance the US-Iran bilateral competition
o s ferritory, Securing ties with Iran ks
al=o crucial for the ongoing post-conflict
rebutlding in Iraq, with pro-Iranian
militias being infuential regarding
the degree of stability in the country.

A successful balancing act woald also
reaffirm Al-Sudand’s image as a key inter-
locutor in the Middle East, in line with his
ability so far to remain neutral in magor
global conflicts.

Bangladesh should try new approach to Rohingya

hi Arakan Army has
emerged as a formidable
force in Myanmar, with
its commander-in-chiel
Maj. Geen Twan Mrat
Maing playing a pivodal
rede in transforming the group’s position
both militanly and politically. The Arakan
Army now controls 11 of Rakhine State’s 18
towmships and, with this
newlound power, it has

o9

the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
and working collaboratively to develop
A repatnation plan before any potential
collapse of the current military govern-
ment in Myanmar, Though nisky, this
approach may offer the best hope for a
sustainable solution to the crisis,
Bangladesh's previous approach to the
Rohingya crisis was grounded in pragma-
tism: maintain a working
relationship with whoever

shown openness o the was in power in Myanmar,
possihility of repatriating Dhaka muast whether it be Aung San
the Hl':l]'ll..li__h."_'l-'il-_:rmﬂ]:ll‘l:’!‘f' consider building Sun Kyi's civilian govern-
ents a critical opportunity meenl or the junta that took
for Bangladesh to rethink i positive over in 2021, Dhaka's goal
its approach to resolving relationship with was to avoid confrontation
one of the most intrac- the Arakan Army and work quietly behind
table crises in the reglon: the scenes [0 encourige
the safe return of nearly 1 and the national repatriation.

million Rohingya refu- unity government The Arakan Army's

gees currently residing in Erowing control over

Bangladesh.

Gziven the Arakan Army's growing
influence and its relatively progressive
stance on the Bohingya issue, Dhaka mst
comnskder huilding a positive relationship

with it amel the national unity government,
Myanmar’s shadow government formed
after the coup. This would involve recog-
nizing their authority, offering diplomatic
support on international platforms like

srmo
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Rakhine State, home to many of the
Rohingya's ancestral villages, positions i
a5 a key player inany future repatriation
efforts. Unlike the Tatmadaw, which has
a vested interest in maintaining ethnic
divisions for its oswn political gain, the
Arakan Army is more focused on estak-
lishing its authority in the region and
building political legitimacy.

What makes the group unique is iis
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relative openness to the possibility of
Rohingva repatriation, as indicated by
slatements from Naing. This marks a stark
departure from the stance of the Myanmar
military, which has consistently denied
the Bohingya's right to return. For the
Arakan Army, successful repatriation of the
Rohingya could bolster its standing both
chomestically and internationally.
Maoreover, Lhe Unifed

However, the potential resards ol this
strategy far outweigh the risks. Conlinuing
to work with a military regime that has
consistently shown bad Laith will only
prolong the suffering of the Bohingya, By
contrast, engaging with the Arakan Army
and the national unity government could
lead to a more sustainable and just scdution.

The current approach to Rohingya

repatriation has faibed.

League of Arakan, .”.i Bangladesh must pivot

its political wing, has to a more dynamic
demonstrated a willing- Eﬂﬂﬂ“lliﬂg towork strategy that recognizes
ness to engage with the witha regime that the changing power
international community dynamics in Myanmar
andl address human rights has '-L““!"IE"E“HJ" and the emergence of
concerns, This presents an shown bad faith new actors, By building a
opportunity for Bangla- will only prolong positive relationship with
ciesh to engage with a these groups, [Fhaka can
mare credible partner in the I'i-ll.ﬂ"E'l"IIIj: of positton itself as a regional
negotiations. the Rohingya leader in Anding a solation

OF course, shifting

Bangladesh's policy toward the Arakan
Army and the national umty government
would not be without its risks. The former,
despite its military prowess, remains a
rebe] group and its long-term intentions
regarding the Rohingya are still uncer-
tain. Additionally, the junta could view
any overt support for elther groags as i
hostile act, potentially escalating tensions
between Bangladesh and Myanmar.

ERAE NEWE WEL CONNES
FEECSACH FROM FCADERE

Lediers =t Froem wbin the Kingmoem shogsd
I i £ o MG nilreia, Bld recis, phucedd ard 1D

Feimbairs. E-rads from rekders abroad ghaudd
inckida & Mrdevie and Sy, LeTTer 8 &ivouild B madad

to &0 Box 470, Rivadh 141, Saudi arabia Tel

+BOHIT2 20100 » Faay =S50 144 1340,
= E-malli generalGarabnews com

EDITOMRLAL: o i il e smys Cir
MA P E I - 1 et T e sl i i o

TOLL FREE WUMSBER: 0002440070

PRINTED AT: HALS FRaNTEG GO, AlY&ADR

Bafrgin 200 Flil= e X R ELyot LE 3
Inclix 12 A Inclonssia 20000 R Jagan 2950 Y
Jorclan 20 Fis) Kogwait 200 Fle Lebarsan 1000

L: Soroooc 2 0 Conan 200 P Pakiaian B A
Prdtppines 23 F, Qater 2 O Singapars 5.3 Syna
0L Thalard 2D BHT. LUGE T AELH UK 230 P LS
51.80; Fapuihlc of Yearnan B 80; Sudan 20 B

GRPT AND AFFILIATED AGENCIES

JECDAM: Tol (30012283 -a20:0,

Fax: [BE- 1210856239, RIYaDH: Tal (085 110215-
HODC, Fae; DSR40 - 9004 DAMMBAKE T
JHAE-1]IBIS-JE3A, Foa: (968131834 -0485, ABU
DEARE T (07 1-218681-8505 Fux; (97 4-2186]-
THES. OaIRG: Tal [J02-3|fas-77 S, -3 ran-
956, (203-3)338- B854, Fax (202-3|T4B-20 84,
2OZ-BTFad-289 5 MOROQOD: Tek (212-237 2402
84, Fac (22-53TEEI-618. MORDAN: Tal
85 2-BAI-TIO), |9E2-E/881-TN02, A&2-8|8084-
D438, Fase) (F02-815333-T100, LOMION: Tl (44 -
Z27BI1-0), Fax {84-2017031-230

ADVERTISING
HAUCH REFEARCH AND MEDAA GROLIF
WaA: + B0l - TH-28d D300
LB +871 4 3Slas 0l

R TRINUTEON AGENT
TOLL FREE: |908|800-34£4-007E

H-ﬂ!ﬂl'ﬂ-!l-::l!‘l}iﬂ'l]:F'-i‘-!-E-.-:Hilll] Riyadn 11585
Todk [S05-_T]|4LT90%% Faa B8R 7TL
- S mun-te=tribafion oom
Wastern Pegon: Te! [BOG-1 280003 00D
Eastern Reglon: T+ |366-131047-3063
Soauthesm Raglon: T=t (300-T271-0405]
Mcrtharm Begom T= (G- 101324- 200
Dwbal Tat [BM-4{200-0903 Fax 30 -4381-030E
&by Dhabh T= SM-Z0T3-2088, Fac |37 -2HGTI-1304
K rwmd® Ted [BEDA--457 2 Fax S0 WA0- 4T
Manema Te 3T - 1UFniTTi

o the Rolingva crisis.

This will require a carelul balancing
act: offering diplomatic recognition and
support o the Arakan Army and national
unity government while continuing o
engage with international orgamizations
and regional powers like ASEAN. But with
no other viable options on the table, this
longer and riskier path may be the only
way (o bring the Rohingya crisis to a just
and lasting resclution.
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Saudi Arabla’s car rental and business-to-
business sectors are expected to drive electric
vehicke adoption in the coming two vears,
Mashim Al-Fatayer]l
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INNOVATION

Saudi EV infrastructure to get a

boost with next-gen mobile chargers

Reom Walig,
Manal Al-Barakat] Fiy a0

sandi Arabia Is set to
advance its electric
vehicle infrastructure
wilh the introduction

of next-generation
mobile EV chargers by
local manufacturer Voli
Charge, revealed the
company’s top executive.

Elie Metri, CEOQ and executive
board member of YVoli Charge,
fald Arabh News al the EV Auto
Show m Rivadh thatl the firm
i5 finalizing the prototype of
its innovative mobile charger,
in collaboration with s sister
company Q55 Al & Robotics,

Thi=s comes as robust charging
infrastructure |58 essential to
Sauchh Arablas plan 10 transition
A0 percent of vehicles in Rivadh
o electric by 2030, a cruceal
step in its broader strategy to
et city emissions by 50 percent
and achleve carbon neutrality by
200

“What we're doing 15 mergng
WO efergEing I|‘1'|1r|4||-.:-_','_'i:'5-. —_
robotics and EV charging,

We are currently finalizing the
first prototvpe of a charger that
comes to you, You won't have
o go o vour charger anymore,”
Ale=Lr1 =andd,

He descnbedd a scenano where
drivers use a mobile app at a mall
o sarmmaon a charser, which uses
Al to identify thelr car, handle
the connection, and manage
payment.  After charging, the
i refurns (o lis main stagion.

Metrd noted that this repre-
=etls 8 signmibcant advancement
in clectric vehicle technologey.

The CEO added that the
company is the first Saudl brand
0 manulbacture r'r|Ii|1'|_l. within
the Kimngdom, with a 7000 =q.

Volte Charge

is finnkzing the
prototype of
its innowntive
miokhile charger,
in coflnboration
with Q5SS Al

& Robotlos.
according to s
CEQ. Raiters

N A

R
We're localizing the
technology. This means
we believe heavily thait
Ssannddi Arabdia is moving

into green cnergy.
Elie Mt

Vol Change CEC

<

meters fctory in Sadair City, a
sizable facility for assembling
or producing the chargers. He
highlighted that localizmg
technology  aligns with  Sandi
Arabia's sustainability goals,
explaining that the company's
commitment o ol gl 1

15 demonstrated by afs

ETHTRES

rarly

Volt Charge to merge two emerging technologies, CEO tells Arab News

investment in both robotics and
EY chargers,
“We're kacalizimg the
technology, This means we
belicve  heavily  that Saudi
Arabia & moving into #reen
energy,;”  Metrl  said,
that they began investing in
robatics tn 2017, “when i was

acdiing

virtuwally unheard of in the MENA
resion. He also mentioned thekr
ambitious plans for manufac-
turing. s=aying: “We're buikding
A factory that can make 40,0000
chargers while there are very
few cars in the Emgdom. Bui
we  believe that it going 1o
come, and we hope io have a
huge market share being a local
company and local Baclory”

The CEQ acknowledged the
challenges faced in producing
the EV chargers, particularly in

FASTFACTS

@ Volt Charge, headquartersd
in Riyadh, specializes in
manufacturing robust EV
chargers designed for extreme
climates,

® The company is the first
Saudi brand to manufacturs
antirely within the Kingdom,
with a 7,000 sq. meters
factory in Sudair City.

# It iz buillding & factory that
can make 40 000 chargers
whila there are very faw cars in

the Ill:,in.ﬂtlnm.

procuring the necessary compo
neniis He noted that Sandi Arabia
des not vel have a manufac-
turtng hub ke China, ‘wiich
complicates the supply chain,
"Nt all the technical compo
nents are availabde in the local
market,” Metri explained. “IF 1
want to manulfaciure a charger,
it has 30 or 25 components, so ]
el fo ship them from different
parts ol the wordd,” he saic, adding
that this creates challenges, bud
“wr're overcoming all of those.”
Yolt Charge, headguartered in
Rivadh, specializes in manufac-
uring mbust EV  chargers
clesigmied for extremes climates,

Nowr El-Ehaer,
Marad Al-Barakat] Hizockh

The installation of 16 eecinc
vehicle chargers at the ROSHN
Waterfront in Jedidah Comiche is
expecied to be compdeted by the
end of this year, according o Tony
Mazzone, manaping director of
Ebectrommin,

In an Aralh
News durng the EY Aulo Show
in Rivadh on Sept. [T, Maszone
announced that the company has
siFmed two  partnership  agree-
ments amed at enhancing the
sector’s infrastructure. The hirst
aprecment  invodves  collabora-
on with ROSHN Walerfont o
cevelop EV chargmg [acilites,

inderview  with

ensuring that visitors can conve:
nbently  charge  their vehicles
while etgoving the cormiche,

"Across  the 4-km stnp on
the comiche, we're |looking
bx deploy W chargers in

eght  different  locatons, The
imtention is to support those that
already wvisit  the ocomiche

and obvicasly more amd  more
they"ve
grd il place to charge while they
engoy the expenences there. The
intention is not to go there to
charge: the intention to go enjoy
what you o, but while youre
there, vou can charge al Lhe same
time” Mazzone told Arab News
He added that the stalkations

are expecied o be cosnpleted

imnsitlon o EV, bl

FLAN

Electromin to install 16 EV charging stations at ROSHN Waterfront

by the end of this year, at which
point they will be accessible (o
the public and featured on the
Electrommdn mobide appdication.

The secTim] pariner=hip

"|I Tony Mazzone,
E managing

dirgctor of
Elsctromin,
speaks to Arab
News at the
EV Auto Show
in Riyadh,

1 Al phato

involves  an AETeemenl W {th
solutions Valley, the commercial
arm of Saudi Electricity Co., that

will support the development of

EY mirastnicltumne

The app

“All of our public chargers are all
ot G appdicathon, So, the applic-
teom alkows voul o plan your ronbes
You can sec those chargers. It all
five. The key thing is to et over
the anxiety of people that have an
clectric car to say, 'l have a car;
where dio I charee™™ he said.

“We have over N0 chargers
now, Hve locatbons, We have b6
m Joetddah, We have around 30
mn Rivadh, specifically in the two
main citics. And we'll be adding to
that by the end of Q4 of this yvear”
b siclelecl

Expansion
As a private entity, Electromin's
expanston strategy 1= domven by

the increasing demand for electric
vehicle  infrstructure.  Mazzome
noted that deploving  charpers
and  establishing the necessary
mfrastructure  requires  substan
tial capital nvestmeni, making
the commercial aspect a prinsary
focus. "In terms of the deploy
ment plan, we need to align i
with demamd. We  understand
thai EV adoplon 15 Currenily
progressing  slowly, but  there
will be a mmp-up. Its essential bo
deploy infrastructure as demand
dictates,” he expladned.

Adclitionally,
entering the rapid transit sector
by installing and operating a fulky
electric bus system i Makkah, set
tor lanech m G of next year

the cHnpany s
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POLICY

Saudi Central Bank cuts

benchmark interest rate to 5.5%

Move aligns with US Federal Reserves latest policy shift to curb rising inflation

Daynn Abou Tine =5oih

Saudi Arabla’s benchmark
interest rate, held at 6
percent since July Last
yvear, has been lowered

to 5.5 percent following

a S0-basis-point cut
announced by the
Ringdom’s central bank.

This move aliens with the US
Federal Reserves recent paolicy
shit, which lowersd  interest
rtes by the same amount on
Wednesday to a target mnge of
4.75-5 percent. It marks a shift in
mcnetary policy after two years
of rate hikes aimed at carbing
indlation,

Gulf Cooperation  Council
central banks, including Saudi
Arabia, [ollowed suit as  Lher
curmencies are pegged to the LS
chol L.

Anul Goel, senlor executive

GCC cantrul hanks, including Saudl Arbia. followed asift as thelr curmencles ame pegied ta the U3 dollir, F o

officer at Century Private Wealth,
todd Arab News: “The rate cul
ingects a shot of adrenaline into
Sadi Arabia®s non-oil sectors.
Construction  andd  services  are

well-positioned to benefit  from
the imflux of cheaper credit, which
ookl significantly  boost  the
Ringdom’s diversification efforts”

He added: “Vision 2050, Saudi

Arabias ambitious plan for a

activities that align with the Vision
20030 ohjectives,”

Lower inferest mtes are
expected to relieve pressure on
bassinesses amnd households  with
existing loan Gcilities, boosting

Vishon 20050 might gain
an nnexpaected boost from
this monetary easing.

Anuj Goel

Cantury Prisnbe Yaeo Bh, fonior aspoiutive

domestic spending and improving
corporate cash fow.

This s the first rate cut in over
four vears, reflecting progress on

mflation and i reassessment of

COMMITC rishs
The policy shift could repuvenate

For Saudi banks, the mle cul
presenis both opportumties and
challenges. Lower rates typically
encourage  more  bormowing,
potentially  driving growth in
beneding  portfolios, particularly
in the real estate sector, whemne
demand for housing has surged.
fueled by a voung popalation and
urbsanization trends

GOC rate decision
Fodlering  the US  Federal
Reserves decision on Sepl, 18,
central banks in the UAE and
Bahrain also losvered their interes
rates by 50 basis poimis.

Qatar took a slightly different
approach, cutting s depaosie,
serwdinngg, and repo rates by 55 basis
poinis

Meanwhile, Fuwait. which pegs
ils currency toa basket rather than
solely to the US dodlar, opted for a
e modest reduction, rmamnine
its chiscodmit rate by 25 basis polnts

post-odl  economy, might gain corporale actvities and lending.

an unexpected boost from this particularly in the real estate

meRectary  easing,  pofentially  sector, which has already seen

further accelerating npon-all  substantial srowth inSaudi Arabia
*

*_I t :..!—g

MR

]
TE N AN
v 1488 _E R 8

WASHINGTON REPORT

Jusluall waiellg d@spnsill ablaiidl

bL & illg 5
ashargcom @ @ O Q @ @

B:OOIJKTA | Coudl pgy

arqNews




ARAB NEWS Friday, September 20, 20r24

Business News

13

13k WA h

Bnudi Arabla's direct burn of crude oll rose significantly, Increasing by 211,000 bpd to a total of 789,000 bpd, according to JODI report. Hie

Dayan Abou Tine Riyadb

Saudi Arabla’s crude
ouiput increased to 8.594
million barrels per day
in July, rellecting a 126
percent rise from June.

However, crude exports Fell Lo
Sord milleon bpd, a decrease of
506G percent, data relecased by
the Moint Organizations [Datas
[nitkative showed.

Domestic petroleam  demand
savw an uptick, rising by 79,000
bpel 1o reach 283 million bpd.
During a virtual OPEC+ meeting
on Sepl. 5, member countries
retterated their commitment to
previously announced voluntary
production cots made In Apeil
amdl November 2000, empha-
=1Zing adherence o the agreed
atiustmenis,

The eight OPFEC: nations—
Saucl Arabia, Hussia, Irag, the

JODI REPORT

Saudi crude production
climbs 1.26% to 8.94- mbpd

Diesel accounted for 45 percent of refined product exports

UAE., HRuwail, Kazakhstan,
Algeria, and Oman—reafrmed
thelr commitment to product lon
culs, with Irag and Kazakhstan
promising to follow the compen-
sation schedules they submitted
to the OPEC Secretariat after the
April meeting,

Data reveabsd that  relinery
crivde exports dropped by 17
percent (o L13  million bpd.
The main producis  incloded
processed erude used for diesel,
motor and  aviatbon  gasoline,
amd fuel oil. Notably, diesel
accounted for 43 percent of
refined product exports, while
motor and  aviation  gasoline
made up 30 percent, and fuel odl
comprised 8 percent. Despite its
smaller share, fuel ol shipmenis
surged by 20 percent, reaching
345,000 by=d.

In July, Saudi Arabia'’s refinery
oil products ontput reached 2,446
million bpd, down 2 percent

FASTFACTS

& Domestic petroleum
demand saw an uptick,

riaing by 79,000 bpd to
reach 2.683 million bpd.

® Saudi Arabia’s crude exports
fall to 5.74 million bpd, &
decrease of 5.08 percent.

® Data revealed that refinery
crude exports dropped by 17
parcent to 1.13 million bpd.

[rom the previous month. Deese
accountied for the largest share
at 44 percent, followed by motor
amdd aviation pgasoline at 28
percent, and fuel oll at 17 percent,

According toTechScl Research,
the Ringdom's ol rehning
market was valued at 527 billion
i 2023 and is projected to gprow
at a compoirnd annual growth

rate of 4.7 percent throwugh 2029,
The refning sector s vital to
Saudi Arabia's encrgy landscape,
supported by significant invest-
ments aimed af | expanding
refining capacity and integrating
advanced technologies.

As global demand lor refined
products—such  as  gasoline,
chesel, pet foel, and petrochem-
ical feedstocks—continues to
rise, Saudi Arabia is actively
madernizing lis infrastructure
andd building new refineries.

Direct crude usage

Sauch Arabda’s direct burn al

cruge ol rose  significantly,
increasing by 2000 bpd to
a total of 76904} bpd. This
marks a substantlal 378 percent
rise compared o the previous
month. Year-over-vear, dimect
crude usage was up by 177,000
bpd, reflecting a 30 percent
InCrease.

STATISTICS

Oman

posts HI
Irade

surplus
of $9.4bn

Miguel Madchety Hoac

Oman recorded a trade surplus
af 2685 hilllon Omand rlals (554
hillion) in the first six months of
2024, dowmn shightly fmom 3574
hillion raks in the same period Last
vear, official data showed.

According o the  Natlosal
Center for Statistics and  Infor-
mation, commodity exports rosc
to 116 billion rials, marking a 6.7
percent increass from W09 hillion
Frads in June 2025

This growth was primarily
driven by higher odl and gas sales,
which climbed to 7.2 hillion rals,
a 5.3 percent increase from the
PrevioUS Year,

Crude oil exports alone conirikb-
uted S0 hillion rials, a 7.2 percent
rise, while refined oll exports
reached 842 million rals. up
28 percenl. However, natural
eas exports fell 57 percent to L2
hillicw riaks,

Cnan's imports also rose by 10,8
peroent, reaching 8 ballion dals by
June, up from 7.2 hallion nals in
the same period List vear, Non-oll
commoddity exports mse by 81

HIGHLIGHTS

2%

Crude oll exports alone
contributed 5.1 bilion rals, a
7.2 parcent rize, while refined
oil axports reached 842

million rials, up 12.8 peroent

10.8%

Oman's imports also rose
by 10.8 parcent, reaching
B billion rials by Juna, up
from 7.2 billion rials in the
same period last year,

pereend o35 billion ralks, wp from
3.3 billson rials i June 20023, Metal
products bed the non-oil exports
at L3 hilion rals, a 215 percent
increase, Ordinary metals  and
therr  prodhucts reached 671
million rals, up 7.3 percent, while
chemical mdustries and related
products saw a slight (7 percent
declinee to 521 mitllion rials,

Plastics and rubdbser products
exports prew by 1.5 percent o 4575
millian raks, bat exports of lve
ambmaks and relited products fell
by 21 percent to 169 million rals
Cither exports totaled 437 million
rials. Chman's re-exports increased
by 13.8 percent (o 867 million rials
by Jugse 20004,

On the mport side, mineral
products were  the  largest
category, reaching 2.3 hillion rials,
a 22.5 percent rise,

Bi>Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Plunge
EU carsales fall

to three-year
lowin Angust

New car sales inthe EU fell
18.3 percent in August to thekr
lowest in three yvears, dirgged
down by double digit losses

in majar markets Germany,
Framnce amd Italy and slicing
electno vehicle sales, aulo
industry body data showed on
Thursday.

The data skvowed e fourth
consecutive monthly drop in
EV sales, prompiing the Eu-
ropcan Automodbile Manufac
turers’ Association to demand
“urgent action” to prevent
further dechne.

It said the indusiry needed
“EL institutions to come
forward with urgent relief
measures.” Reuters

Imterest
China to
rim main

policy rate

China is widely expected

to trim itz main policy and
benchmark lending rates on
Friday, a Reuters poll showed,
after the Federal Reserves
oulsieed interest rate cul
remoyed somee of the risks
around sharp yuan declines.
Monetary padicy divergence
and & weakening Chinese
vuan have been the key
constraints hmiting Beipng's
efforts to loosen policy over
the past few years.

Baut with the US central
bank kicking off its mon-
etary easing cycle this week,
analysis helieve Bedjing has
MEOre FOom Lo maneuyre on
manetary policy. Reuters

Chart of

THE DAY

Apcording to o survey In
2022, mobdle phones were
the most used devioes
for gaming in the UAE

Hogrng: Tatiztn
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

In This Economy?

KYLA SCANLON
For anyone trpng to make to know about how money
sense of disorienting and markets work, This book
haadlines, thare s no batter reveals the forces driving
interpratar than Kyla Scanlon. key sgonomic outcomes and
Tl'll'l]l.lEl'l her ler the autdated assumptions
lustrationsand msights that constrain
from economics owr palitical
gle |:|nh-i|-|;|l::|-|;|h:||'I ir'l'la,ﬂll'l.l;til:lﬂl sAys &
Scanlon breaks down o review published on
: d ade.

everything you nee MOW Meey goodreads.com

REALLY wowy;

| FET .
Bullion Climate
Gold holds Canada’s carbon
firm after Fed's cmissions edge
bumperratecut | lowerin 2023

Gold prices climbed on Thurs-
day after hitting a record high
in the previous session, as the
U5 Federal Reserve delivered
a super-sized interest rafe cul

spot gobd rose OB per-
cent to 32 57TH40 per
ouarce, asof 0734 GMT,
after scaling a record high of
32,500.02 on Wednesday.

'S pold futures edged 0.2
percent higher o 52,604, 20,

The Fed kicked off with a
S0-basis-point reduction that
Chair Jerome Powell said was
meant to show policy miakers'
coinmitment to sustaining a
low unemployment rate now
that inflation has cased.
Reuters

Canada’s carbon emissions de-
clirsecd stightly in 2023 from the
previous year but necd 16 Tall
much faster to meeet Cbawa’s
20030 climate target, the Cana-
dian Climate Institute think
tank said on Thursday,

Canada 15 aiming to cul car-
bBon emissions 40-45 percent
below 20058 kevels by 20040,

But an early estimate of
national emissions, released
by the instifule seven months
before the government s offi-
ckal national insentory report,
shivws show progress toward
the target

Total 2023 cmissions were
an estimated 702 million met-
ric toftnes of carbon. Reuters

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day GAmbNews
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Sport News

ANALYSIS

England’s renewed rivalry

with Australia pushed

Australia is touring Scotland, England and Wales with two torms of short-format
cricket ]}:il.l{E{i into just over four weeks, all at risk of weather disruption

don Pike Laondon

There is much talk that

the most evenly matched
rivalry in International
cricket has become Chat
between Australia and
India. It is true that, in
recent years, the teams have
dominated the rankings

in Test cricket and were
linalists in the last World
Test Champlonship in 20023,

Then, Australia triumphed
by six wickets. Both are the
fronfrunners in the curment
WTC cycle and will face each
other in a five-match Test
SCrHes I Ausiralia starting in
November. Yet, there is still
no feeling of anticipation that
quite compares with the near-
150-vear-old rivalry between
England and Aunstralia.

Short-format cricket
This is true even during
Australia’s tour of Scotland,
England and Wales, when two
forms of short-format cricket
are being packed Into just over
Four weeks, all at risk of capri-
cious weather,

Scotland was trounced in
three T201s, This was hardiv
a surprise but it provided
welcome exposure and experi-
ence for scottish cricket. In
England and Wales, three
T201s and fivie ODI=s are
sCheduled in eight different
locations, south, west and
north. The program has an
end-of-year party feeling, a
sense of visiting Miends in
places almost oul of a sense of
social responsibality.

Frisson

Ferhaps there is an unspoken
frisson that English and Welsh
cricket will never be the same
again; overhanging the future,
like Damocles’ swiord, is the
gale of The Hundred. Who
knows what the outcome will

mean for the sort of bilateral
tournament being witnessed
Lhis Seplember?

Al least this one seems sale,
given it is Australia touring.
People will turm up o see
the old enemy; the irst T201
at southampton was sold
ot Almost inevitably, rain
delayed the start to 18.45 and
Lhe temperature il the end of
the match at 1.0 pom. was
displayed as 7.50.

Transition

Bodtb teams ane in wransition.
England more so, looking at

the first T201, England more
&0, a5 the team was beaten by
28 muns. After hugely disap-
pointing defenses ol bolh
the O amd T200 World

Cups, it was time to move on
and regroup. Inany sport,
reshaping and rebuilding
successful teams is a diffucult
task requiring sensitivity,
planning and emotional
intelligence.

[t can be argued that
England’s management
displayed few af these
regquirements,

During the ODI World Cup
in October/ November 20623,
the England and Wales Cricket
Board appeared Lo panic by
awarding multi-yvear contracts
o ifs squead out of fear that
some players were being

One to watch for the future is

-yaar-ald Cooper Connally
whoses debut for Australia came

agabnat Scatland. AFF

temped by fucrative muln-

competition contracts on affer

froan franchises,

Hetirements
The move has backhired. First,
the one member of the squacd
not oflfered an ECH contract
promptly retired from inter-
national cricket, while several
others have not plaved for
England since the World Cup
ended.

Cme long-time servant,
the all-ronunder Moeen Al
announced his retirement
from intermational cricket
aller being omuiiled Irom the
squad for the current series

against Australia,

These retirements and
omissions open the door both
for emerging and recently
dormant talent,

Oplimistic
Omn the evidence of the second
T201 at Cardill, England has
reason o be optimistic. Set 194
o win, a combination of Liam
Livingstone's expenence, with
57, and Jacob Bethell playing
in his second international
match, with 4%, was largely
instrumental in England
winning by three wickets,
despite a late wobble. Unforiu-
nately, the third and deciding
match fell victim to rain in
Manchester,

The five ODIs will be
shoehorned into 1 days, the

last one schedled for Sepdt. 29,
when sunsel will be at 15:54.

Critics

Bilateral series of this tyvpe
have been described as
meaningless, 1L is not clear il
the critics mean in compartson
with franchise cricket or in
relation to the players being
subject to too much cricket.
Engtand’s debutants and
returming players may well see
much meaning in the matches.
They provide an opporiu

nity for them to display their
talents and temperament
against the oldest foe,

In addition, there is revenue
for the venues and on-ground
vendors, for the ECH, and
for those providing travel
and accommodation in the
lecal and reglonal economy.
Audliences in Australia and in
Asia may be less keen to tune
in, given the dme differences,
However, the Two teams have
only hosted each other for
three Ols and three T201s
since 2005, hardly a case of
sl LA TR

Temperatures
Australians may not welcome
playing in the temperatires
on offer, although this week
they hit 25C in the daytime.
There are places up for grabs,
espicially in the T20 team.
David Wamer has retired,
S0 @ NEw opener is redquired.
The all-congquering 0D and
Test captain, Pat Cummins,
has been rested, along with
Mitchell Stare and Glenn
Maxwell, who are now, respec-
tively, 31, 34 and 35 years old,

Ome to walch for the future
15 2l-year-old Cooper Connaolly.
His Sheffield Shield debut was
in the 2024 final, in which
he helped Western Australia
beat Tasmania by scoring 90
in the hrst innings. His debul
for Australia came against
scotland. Jake Fraser-McGurk,
at 22, Is another young batting
tyro. Having scored 330 runs
al a strike rate of 234 in the
2024 Indian Premier League,
his Introduction o the Austra-
lian eam in Scotlmd proved a
tough task bt he responded
with a 29-ball half century
in the second ODI against
England.

Australia has always had
a habit of producing previ-
ously unheard-of players who
turm ot to have long and
successiul careers. England
has been more proactive in
recent years in this respect,

CricketWeekly gl

THE BEET OF THE REST

To begin play in 2026
WNEA grants
Portland a

franchise

The WHNBA is headed back

to Portlan:d, with Oregon's
higgest cily getting an expsan-
sioy team that will begin play
in 2026,

The team will be owned
and operated by Raj Sports,
lecl by Lisa Bhathal Merage
andd Alex Bhathal, who also
owil the Portland Thomms of
thie Natiomal Women's Socoer
League. They paid $125 mil-
licm for the franchise.

*This 15 huge for Portland
We are &0 honored and
hagrbded o be the vessel that
delivers this WNBA lrnchise
to Portland,” Bhathal Mermagze
s, “And that's really how we
cosider ourselves, Portland
I= this incredibly diverse, en-

I.I'lll-"li“:"l:l:ll' I_'l!:||;|_|]“ |:|||.'_|| n A-F

Tannis

Raducanu into
horea Open
quarterfinals

Emma Kaducanu moved into
the Korea Open quarterfinals
ard Faces a potential matchup
with Mo, | seed Darta Kazathkd-
na after Beating China’s Yuan
Yue 6-4, -3 on Thurscday.

Eritain’s Raducanu, the 202]
LTS Open chamimon, tool i
mcdical tmeout in the firss
ged to gt her foot strapped
bt sl returned to ouss Mo,

B seed] Yuan an her seventh
malch peoand.,

“I think the key to my suc-
cess oday was trving to let go
of any frustration that hap-
pened” said Raducam. AFP

Athletics

Diamomd League
series to hike

prize money

The iamond Leaguoe

track amd field senies is sed
o increase its prize money
next sesason, Waorkd Athleties
saml Wednesclay,

The announcement comes
as the World Athletics
presdent Sebastian Coe hicds
to become president of the
International Olympic Com-
milttes.

The total (e IO ey
to be paidd i 2025 will reach
0.2 million, the highest
amount since the series
launched in 2000. AP

Follow Arb News

‘ Briefs all through the
day ArabMews



Callina Llmng stars in 'Bad
Gonivs,' now showing in
clnemas across the GEC.
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eekend Lifestyle, Art & Culture

EAT, PLAY, LOVE

Nujuma, a Ritz-Carlton

CSCI'VE

Fhyama Krishna Kumar Jecddoh

The latest offering from
Sandl Arabias Red Sea
Global Project — Nujuma,
a Ritz-Carlion Reserve — s
situated off the Kingdom's
west coast in the relatively
mntouched Ummakh:at
Islandds. It ofTers guesis the
opportunity to Inmerse
themselves in Sandi

Arabia’s nature, culinre
andd culsine.

Fed Sea International Alrpor
— sifuated where the cxgpansive
ibesert meets the corlean coast
is fairdy small. It took around five
minuies from the plane stopgng
teoy bt usshyered out of the
airport, luggmge in hand, which
hias to be some kind of recorcl

It%s a further 15-to-20-minute
elrive to the Red Sea arrival
center, from which yvou can
take a boat transfer — or, if the
weather 1= suitable, a seaplane —
b3 PN L e,

Wie foundd ourselvies there
om an extremely wandy day, so
the 4-minute boat rick: was a
bit of an adventure, featuning a
white-knckied woman fighting
[or her life to stay pad in her seal
yours trulyy and a captain wibo
kepdt loaking back, big similes and
all, to flash a resssuring thumbs
up cvery now and then, all while
ever-increasing waves crashed
against the boat. It could have all
breen 2 bt masch, bat the sight of
the captain's assistant nonchi-
lantly watching YouTebe videos
in the seat in Froat of me part my
hyperbolic fears o rest.

Thee bampy ride proved
well worth it when 1 armved at
MNugjumma (Arahic for stars), and was
proamgatly whisked to my ovep-
watter villa, affering unobstructed
views of endless bBlue waters and
the approaching sunset. Thore
are 63 villas in total, both over-
water and on the beach, and esch
sl insgrired domed strocture
pomics with a private paosl amd
offers complete privacy while
samidtaneonsly giving full acoess

{Abowe)} The
sunset view from
ane af the avar-
watar willns at

Nujuma. [Right)
Ay mmrlal view of
Mujuma. [Below]

Bhm, the oll-day
matnurant at
Nujumm. Images
S o ed

to thee views with Aoor-to-ceiling
window= tn all rooms, as well s
tebescope o stargaee at the light-
poliution-ree night =ky.

The first thing that will strike
virl about Nujuma is a true
feeling of otherworldliness.
Courting a high-end clientele,
Nujuma seems like the perfect
getaway for & celebrity looking
for a diserest haliday or a
honeymooning couple wanting
SO PrivACY.

Each villa also has a personal
hinst 1o hamsdle all goest requests,
The service ol Teddah-born Omar,
who was assigned to my room,
was excepional and he s
enthustastic and knowledgealile

a great escape

The island-based Red Sea resort ofters the chance for both relaxation and adventure

about both the Kmgdom and the
Reh Sea. When it comes fo dining,
Muguma provides our excellent
optiois Sita, the all-day restau-
rant, was my Tvorite, combining
the delicacies of a French patis-
seric with a Levantime eatery. The
shakshuka and the chooodate pain
pencu with a side of fresh berries
retraln standouts. I the weather
15 e, 1l recomimend cagoving
vour meil outdoors umnder the
arched woven-wood criling,

The seafood outpost Tabral
tArabic for “luckiest catch™ is a
charming villa-stvie restaurant
where vou can sample every-
thing from the catch of the day
o lobster (o a seafood paella

that will have you asking for a
secomd helping.

The alfresco Jamaa is the
beach-gide lounge offering lizhi
eats and incomparable sunsed
views, s yvou sit close to the
ouldoor pool and cabanas,

Just indoors is Mala, a cozy
“har™ with a roof dotted with
twinkling constelations, and
bartenders ready to whip up any
muc kiail vou can think of.

For those looking for more than
just food, drnk and great views,
Mujuma offers many activities,
especially for those who'd like to
bearn miore abwout the Kingdom,
The Comservation Howse s
dedicated to the culture and

history of Saudi Arabda, and thee
resident historian s availahle for a
chat with amyone who so desires,

Theres also Sean Laughlin, a
naturalist who gives talks on the
ecology and marine life of the
Res] Seq, and who accompanied
me on my very first snorkeling
trip. The clearer-than-crystal
waters give breathtaking views
of the area’s coral reef system,
the Fourth largest in the waorled,

Cruests can also engoy olher
oatchoor activitics like satling,
kayaking, paddleboarding and
gubded tours of the nEmngroves,

Cm my last night at Nujama,

1 also had the pleasure of
tatking 1o the charming house
slargaser, Saudl astrophysicis
Habib Bafeil, who, wielding his
laser pen with the panache of
Indiana Jones handling his whip,
pointed out the constellations in
the sky as he told stories of the
pre-Islamic Arabs who navigated
the deserts using the stars alone,
Families travelling with children
especially will bove this partic-
ilar actmvity, wihich will spark
thieir curiosity in science and the
waorld around us.

All inall, Nujurma offers a

pelaway like o other,

WHAT'S ON IN CINEMAS

Transformers One

Volos cast- Chos Hemaworth,
Brian Tyraa Hanry

Darector: Josh Coolery
Arimated scl-fi movie based on
the titutar toy ine, deploting the

orign story of Optimus Primes
and Maegatron. Stellar volce cast

also includes Scarlett Johansson
Stenve Buscer and Jon Hamim.

Bad Genius

Starring: Benedict Wong, Taylor
Hickson, Jabarl Banks

Director; JC Les

Hemake of a Thal hesat thriller
(transpianted to a school
satt r“.ﬁ.l bt o real-5fa naws
reports about a straighl-A
student who devisas a schemna
tocheat on SAT &xams.

Enab

Starreng: Aylen Amer, Islam
Ibrahinn, Nour Qedrl

Director: Ahmed Nour

A milicnaire s celebrating his
upcoming weddng with his
fiances, his filand and his fiend's
Tancea, He walkes up o decover
that he has marmied both wommen
and given his wealth away

-

B agman

Stauring: Sam Clafin, Steven
Crea, Antonia Thomas

Director: Colm MoCartiy
Patrick. beg wile Karing ared
thek son Jake find theamsehseas
hunted by a malevolent rmythical
craature whorm Patnok nastowhy
egcaped in his childhaod Mow,
the Bagman is back

Best W
ﬁs.l-(_ | OrSl- Fovoweeererenhy V€ eenbwrcensi

The Saudi Arabia-based

Fashion influencer
talks style moments,
fashion trends, and
wood and bad advice.

Best TV show or filom?

My favorite show is “This ks Us”
[ don’t think I've ever cried as
much as I have watching that
show, | felt really connected

to all of the characters

and, over time, vou just
become very attached to the
oniteome. I highly recomimend
watching that show,

Worst TV show or lilm?

Any harror thing, I can't waich
anything negative in general

Best personal styvle moment?®

My Atlantis The Royal
opening looks. I did a few.
The red-carpet look was one
af my favorite ever. Also,
this vear™s Dubai World Cup
look was actually covered by
CNN. 5o those are probakbly
my favorite style moments.

Worst personal style moment?

Ch, let's not even go
there. | have so many. It
1= =0 embarrassing,

Besi Fashion trend
of 2024 o far?

I'm in lowve with socks, tights
and stockings of all colors and
styles. I'm having so much
fun styling them this vear,

Worst fashion tremnd
of 2024 =0 lar?

Probahbly clevated activewear.
Like, wearing vour voga
outfit with a pair of heels.

As creative as [ am, and

as mich as I like to break

Tamaraah Al-Gabbani in ker Dubal
World Cup outfit. Suppled

boundaries, I just can't seem
to gel into this trend.

Best advice vou've
ever been given?

“"Be a blessing.”™ During
COVID-18, 1 did a lot of Tony
Robbins courses, They were
life changing. This is one

of the missiton statements

that he livies by, | found 1t so
inspiring; it really resonated
with me. I want to be a blessing
i of hers, then leave this Life
knowing that [ did my best.

Waorst advice vou've
ever been given?

That I shonbdn't work in fashion
and that fashion isnt for me,

Best thing to do when
vou're feeling low?

Move vour body. Tony Robbins
sakd whenever you're niot
feeling good, move your body,
Since I started dolng that,

I've been able to regulate

my cmotions mch better.

Waorst thing to do when
vou're feeling good?

Be around negative people,
oF peopde thatl complain

of gossip about ot hers,
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Dmna Avwartan!'s ‘lceaahedran
Within a Dodecahedran’

soid for £E36, 000 ot
Chrigtie’s Dubal In 2023
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Ahlmed Mater's ‘Magnetiam' tiptych, which sold for £189,000 (around SARS35,000) at Christie's Londen. Imags courtesy of Christie's

Rawaa Talass [ubal

The renowned anction

house Christie's Is
expanding lts presence
in the Middle East by
opening a franchise in
Rivadh, led by managing
director Nour Kelanl.
This will be Christie’s
second outpost in the
region, following the
2005 opening of Christie’s
Dubal, which has had

a significant impact

on the promotion of
Arab art and creativity,
bolLh contemporary

and modern.

[n an exclusive interview with
Arab News, Anthea Peers,
Christie’s president, EMEA,
explains why now is the timse
11:1*]-;;||:|r||:l [lve st opn house's
activilies in the Kingdom,
which is experencing a
historic cultural boorm.
“Christie’s has a longstanding
presence inthe Middle East,
with deep-rooted relationships
with Saudi Arabian collectors
hased bt h in the Kingdom
amd around the world,” Peers
sayE. ~In recent vears, we
have witnessed a consider-
able period of growth within
the arts and culivre sector —1
have the privilege of visiting
the Kingdom regularly and
each time [ am blown away
by the passion, Lhe ambition

*
T
A ’
o
Hﬂﬁ -'hi:}' :

-.' . .-_l‘ ;

aml the creative talent that
I encounter — and the time
is undoubtedly right for this
expansion,” Peors says,
An opening dale has not
vel been confirmed. *Having
recently extablished our entity,
we lnok forward to completing
all necessary lormalities
andl further extending oor
business in the Kingdom as
s a8 possible,” Peers says.
In Saudi Arabia, Christies
will focus on providing works
of art by modern and contem-
porary Middbe Eastern artists,
a5 well as high-end jeswelry ancd
wilches or od her Hime pasces,
They are also keen to engage
with the Saudi vouth and
aspiring art collectors.
“Bearing In mind the high
percentage of millen-
nials in the Kimgdom.
it"s likely we will
also continoe

CULTURE

Christie’s to open new
franchise in Saudi Arabia

The storied auction housess regional president says time is ‘'undoubtedly right’ for expansion

{Loft)
Abdulnassear

Gharam's
‘Mussagas
Mousanger,'
(Below) Anthea
Peers, Christie's
proesldent,
EMEA. (Bebow,
right) Manal
AlDowayan's
“‘Dowe.” Imag=s
aourtesy of
Christie’s

to see An increase in engoge
ment ameng this demographic
for Arab artists, modern and
contemporary art, as well as
engagement with the secondary
hux Uy secior,” says Peers,

In recent vears, severil
acclaimed Saudi artists have
madle a splash at Christic's with
notable artworks sodd at high
prices. “The market has been
reinloreed by strong blennials,
gallery representations, and
alomgside Eey institutional
shows both locally and inter-
nationally,” savs Peers,

Saudi concepiual artist Abdul-
nasser Gharem's gobden-domed
wood-and-copper installation
plece “Message, Messenger™
wils sohd at Christie’s for
SR42 500 in 2011
the highest price
fetched so far by
a Sandl artis
at the anction "'
house. Manal
Allwwayan, who
represented the
Kingdom at the Yenice
Biennale earlier this vear,
has a long-standing
rilationship with

Christies, which
most recently sold
her work ™ Dove®
previously exhib-
i ad the Venice
bennabe — for just
over 515,000, more
than three times its
fowy estimate, having,

Peers sayvs, "attracted strong
bidding from our estab-
bishied Meddle East clients.”
Micl-career artist Ahmed
Mater, whose multudisciplinary
waorks were highliphted in a solo
eschibitson at Christie's Lomndon
this summer, has also sold pieces
at well above estimated prices;
his “Magnetism™ triptych fetched
LRG0T Garonicd SARRSS, D
al Chiristies London, Other
emerEing Saudi artists, such as
Dana Awariani amnd Alia Ahmad,
have akso been highlishted
at Christses,

“We have had passionate
Saudi Arabian clicnts for many
vears with a wide range of
interests ranging from Old
Master paintings and modern
and contemporary Micdle
Eastern art to fine watches
and jewelry, among other
categorkes,” Peers save. "We
have seen Inereased interesd
int a number of Arab artists
over the last three vears
including Saudi artists Ahmed
Mater, Manal AlDowayan and

Dana Awartani. There are
active Sandi clients who are
evolving and refining thelr
own collections to include
a mix of established and
emerging Saudl artjsis”

Christie’s opening in the
Ringdom comés at a time when
the domestic arts soene is
flourishing, with new cultural
inltlatives, institutions, and
festivals supporting Saud|
artists as well as welcoming

infermational names.
“We will
b hronored

Lo suppenrt the

burgeoning arts scene

im Sanedd Arabda as part of
thee ongodng national diver-
sification «fforts,” savs Peers,

“We look forward to
partnering with institutions and
arts and culiure organizations,
hasting dedicated exhibi-
tions, as well as supporting
regional cultural events
within the Kingdom — for
example, we collaborated with
Dirryah Contemporary Aris
Biennale earlier this vear.

“We are also commilited to
bringing regular international
sale highlights from impoirtant
auctions around the world into
the Kingdom for the public and
clienis to view,” she continues.
“Christle's will comtinue to
ribse awareness of art and
artists from Sauci Arabia's nch
cultural heritage to our wider
international avdience”



