SPOR'T SAUDI OPINION NFINALLY
JORDAN'S ARABIA UR, GCC ARE FAR MORE DANIELLE
AL-HAYASSAT INTRIGUING THAN MERE TRADING DEADWYLER
READY FOR COFFEE PARTNERS SHOWS OFF ELIE
RIYADH PROMOTIONS L*’“';‘"“"‘ Roynaids L SAAB LOOK IN
SHOWDOWN STIRUP A BUZ7 NEWYORRK
Page 18 Pnge 8 Page 18

19 ,

MONDAY. Sepicmber MG, N2
Rabi Al-Awwal L3, 1436
www.arabnews.com
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MIDDLE EAST WAR

Houthi missile hits central Israel

eMilitia claim to have attacked Tel Aviv with 'new hypersonic’ ballistic missile
e[srael ‘will not enjoy security unless it ceases its aggression against people in Gaza

Snaed Al-Batatl & -Adokabas

A missile lannched by
Houthis hit central Israel
on Sunday, a rare incldent
that cansed no casualties
bul added to regional
tensions nearly a year into
the Gaza war.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
vahu said the Houthis would pay
a “heavy price” for the attack that
started a fire and caused some
clamaze near Tel Aviy,

Hamas praised the missile
launch, vowing that Israel =will
mob ergoy securty unless If ceases
its brutal aggression against our
people in the Gaza Strip”

lsraeli medics said several people
were sliehtly Injured while “on
ek winy' 1o shelters™ as smwrens
soundded, and polkoe said a fegment
of an air-defense interceplor had
come down east of Ted Aviv,

In a tebevised statement, Howuthi
military spolesman Yahya Sarea
sabd that Houthi forcoes fred a
hvpersonic missile at a military
locatbonn  in Tel Awviv, which
travebed 2040 km in just 11 1.2
minutes and cvaded US and Isracli
air defenses.

[srael “should expect more
sirikbes amd qualitative opera-
tions to oome,” Sarca said, adding
that the attack on Tel Aviv
wis also retallation for Israel’s
airstrikes on Yemen's westermn

[ /ieBret

-~ SAUDI FUNDING

The Saudi Fumd lor Developameni
sigmeed a loan agrecment with
Paoaingca to fimamoe the 5449 mdllon

Infrstriciure Rehabibitation
Project in Roseau, P4

DISASTER RISK

The Philippines i the country
ot at risk lrom patural
disasters, the 2024 Workd Risk
Report shows. P8

~ HOUSING COSTS

Saudi Arabia’s inflation rate
reached L% in August compared
b the samee meoath last year, driven

iy higher housing costs, P12
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Famlly and friends comfort Prlestinien physician Mujwa Albsrma as the bodies of fiwa mambiars af har Ffamily wesre
Brought to o hospital in Gaza Chty, Thay ware Killed In the lsrosll BambBardmant oF Zeltoun nelghbarhoad. oF &

city of Hodeidah on July 20.

Thowesinds of Eraetis rushed to
shelters in Tel Aviv, and exploséons
rocked the city as Isracli delenses
fricd to mtercept a missike that
landed in the city center.

After the Houthi rocket attack,
Netanyahu threatened o Bunch
@ new wive of strikes on Yemen,
similar tothe attacks on Hodeixiah

“The Houthis =hoold have
Known by mow thal we are
charging a heavy price for any

THADITION

attempt to harm ws Those who
need a reminder — are weloomss
o vislt Hodeidah Port™ Netan-
yahu sald al his Cabdnet mecting
Spraking to large crowds of
followrers in arcas under his
contrd, Houthi leader Abdul
AMallk Al-Houthi also vowed on

-";-l.:llllit-'-lﬁ' [0 continue Lhe campalgn
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The happy history of
‘ships of the desert’

Arab Mews 7.

Saudi Arabia and its people have
a lomg, fond history of coexis-
tence with the camel.

Fondly known as “ships of the
desert”™ the relationship between
animal and owner is characterized
by lovalty, love, and a deep connec-
tion that transcends language.

Camels have provided trans-
portation, food, and companion-
ship across the harsh Arabian
Peninsula for centuries

Camel W Bandar
Al-Adwami ilescrbed b=
relationship with his animals as
based on trust, companionship,
and mutwal understanding,

“Every moming and evening,
[ feel compelled to visit my
camels i their pastures. [ want
1o be close o them, monitor

their health, and ensure that

they have encugh food and
wialer. [ have a ||e'r';:-_.'l'l"l':'l;'I|.|||:|_.;||-|'
bond with them., a connection
that feeds almost imstinctive” he
told SPA inan interview,

Headded that he uses a herding
technlgoe  called Alhedaa, a
UNESCO-recopnized oral tradi-
tion, that combines sownds,
mestures, and sometimes music,
to communicale with cameds.

“When we hear stories of
lovalty among humans, we are
reminded of the unwavering
lovyalty thal canyels show (o Dt
owmers,” Al-Adwani said

*They are increchbly beautiful
creatures. Their graceiul
movements, thelr thirst for
water, their kneeling posture,
and the experience of riding on
thedr backs are truly captivating.

Detalled report ~ape

against imternational ships in the
Red Sea and other waters, as well
as firing missiles at lsrael until i
ercls s war in Gagi

“Cur fomoces continue their
successful and highly effective sea
operations against ships linked to
the Israell, Amerkcan, and British
nihversaries”™ Al-ouathl gasd,

In [Isracls mnorthern Hank,
Lebanons Hezbollah movement
has traded repular cross-border
fire with Israel in exchanges that
threaten to sparal into all-out war,

Early on Sumnday, some 40
prijectiles were  fired  from
Lebanon toward northern Tsrael
ancl the anneXxed Godan Heighis,
the military said.

Istael dropped leaflets owver
the Lebanese border village of
WaEzan urgme residents to leave
“until the end of the war™ agadns
Hezbollah, bat Israel’s military
sl a brigade had taken the inktla-
trve without approval,

4
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REFORMS ON TRACK

Jordan king

appoinls
Jafar Hassan

as new PM

Reuters Arvman

Jordans King Abdullah  has
appolnted Jalar Hassan, a key
palace ace, as the country's new
prime minister following  the
resirnation of the povermment
o Sumndlay, days after a parlia-
mentary election that saw sorme
gains for the: opposition,

Hassan, who currently heads
KRing Abdullahs office and
previousty served as a planning
muirnister, replaces Bisher
Khasxemich, who had been prime
mindster for nearty four vears,

Fhisswtieds, a
chplomat and palace adviser, will
continue ina caretaker rofe until
the formation of a new Cabinet.

Hassan, a Harvard-educated
technoerai for his
expertise, [aces the pressing
challenge of managing the
peonombec  fallout from  the

omEoang Gaza condlict

geasined
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ELECTRO

Saudi Arabia’s premier event for
EV ecosystem and
cutting-edge technologies

Riyvadh
International
Convention &

Exhibition Centre )

FREE S5POT NOW!
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Radar’

The agreement between the Saudi Space
Agency and the Brazilian Space Agency will
enhance collaboration in pesceful space
exporation and leverage Brazils ploneering
experience in space sector technologies.

Maohammad Al-Tamlmd
Sl Spaoe Agency CEO

Musie festival

Enpov a lineup of international
amd local [s, art, and culture
at the electronic music festival
at AZIMUTH from Sept. 19-21,
Vigit experiencealula.com for
Hekets and more detalls,

Watch awe-inspiring
dlancers, musical fountains,
gravity-defying aertalists,
andd mcredibde carcus per-
formers until Sept. 28, Visit
rivadh platinumlist. net for
tickets and more details,

Uhahran
Garden experiment

This messy experiment will
help children answer the
question, "Can physics mialke
s hetter artisis?" The Sepl.
17 workshop can b joined
through the Ithra app.

Jeddah

Arttherapy

Artist Shiekhah is conduct
ing a therapy workshop on
Sept. 19 for women leok-
g 10 relse some siress
and express their emotions

throwgh art. Sign up through
upeTadesa on Instagram.

1eRegion

Thve Midkebbe Fast Rovnelup

1 heRe

audi Showura Council
speaker Abdullah hin
Mohammed Al-Sheikh med
with the newly appointed
saudi mnbassadors of several
countries in Rivadh on Sunday, the

Sauch Press Apency reported,
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The ambassadors in attendance
included Thrahim Bishan,
ambassador to Omian; Mizhaal
Al-Sulami, ambassador to Mauritania;
Mohammed Al-Barakah, ambassador
fa Ukratne: Fawazx Al-Shabill, ambas-
sador to Cyprus; and Abdullah Sabr,

ISter

lodays
Number

21k

At an altituds of oyver 1304
meters that resches 2,100
meeliErs in soane areas, and

stretching for 20 kilometers,
the Mohammedivah Moun-
tain Pass amidst the Sarawat
Mountains is a vital ecomommbe
artery for Talf, Saudi Press
Agency reported on Sunday.

Review

‘The Bamboo
Stalk’

RAHAF JAMEBI

“The Bamboo Stalk” by
Saud Alsanous], translated
by Janathan Wright and
published in 2012, ks a profound
exploration of identity,
balonging, and the complexities
of cuftural heri'l;;l.gl:l.

Through the life of its
protagonist, & young man
named Kadhim, the winner of

ambassador to Mali.

Al-5heikh wished the ambassadors
success in performing their diplomatic
duties in a way that contributes to
strengthening relations between the
Ringdom and the countries to whilch
they were appointed.
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WEDDING BELLS?

Tom Holland
o~

one of Hollywood's Bivorite
o ooupdes, ane neporiedly im
the carly stages of planming

their wedding, with hopes of tying the
kot next year, acoorcking to a report by
Life & Stvle. The beloved “Spider-Man:
Moo Way Homee" co-stars have won over
fams with their journey from best friends
o roanantic pariners, and now, acconding
to repsorts, they could be married by this
time next year.

“Tom and Zendaya are in a very puosi-
tive place, and they've heen exclusive
new [or more Uan ve Vears,” a souice
shared, adding, " They are part of each
other's families at this point and mar-
rigge has been part of the conversation
For & while”

“He's never going 1o have a clearer path
to formally propose and, muach more
mmportantly, to plan for his and Zendaya’s
wedding” the source sakd.

Torm Holland and Zendaya,

Arab Mews J=ddon

® Dbal World Triade Centre
15 holding two ovents this
week. “The Elevator Show™
takes place from Sept. 16-18
and features ebevator manii-
[acturers, suppliers, and other
stakeholders. The Dubai ITS
World Congress takes place
from Sept. 16-20 and focuses

COnL.

an the future of transportation,
For more delalls, check dwic,

& City Center Doha Mall in
atar is hosting an array of
activities — including crafting,
coloring and balloon-twisting —
for children of all ages to enjoy
the start of the ew school vear
od1 a high, while mingling with

BOY MOM

Britney Spears

Fop wcon Brlney Spears cel-
ehrated her two sons, Sean
Preston and Jayden James
Federline, with a heartfelt
[nstagram post, sharing throwheck pho-
tos 0o mark their milesione birthdays,

Sean Preston turmed 189 on Sepd. 14,
while Javden James turned 18 on Sepi.
|Z. The pop star, who shares both sons
with her ex-husband Revin Federline,
expressed her love and wishes for them
in the emotional post.

“This momnth is my boys' birth-
days!” the 42-year-old singer
wrole in the caption. “Happy 7
Birthday bahics and I hope
vk et all your wishes and 4
mre!”

She also added: "Docs -!‘
anvone have any clue 4
why we're all looding
W i relerence o
the first phodo shie
shared,

Speears s report-
eilly et to continue
paving child sup-
port o Federdine,

despite Jayden
lurning 18,

® Enjoyv a family-friendly
atmosphere every Sunday af
Badaro Farmers Market at
College Saint Sauveur, Beirut.
Share a coffee with friends,
have a bite, or relax and enjov
the city. The market will ran

untl Diec, 25

friends and peers, This event
will run until Sepl. 28,

the 2013 International Prize for
Arabio Fiotion intnoately weaves
themes of race, nationality, and
the search for self in a world
that often fesds divided.

Kadhim, bormn to a Filipano
mother and a Kuwaiti father,
ambodias the challenges of
living batweaan two culturas,
I-Esj-numuy'i-: miarked by the
struggle for acceptance ina
society that often views him as
an outsider.

Alsanousi captures Kadhim's
intarnal conflict beautifully,

According 1o Federdines allomey
Aark Vincent Kaplan, under Califormia
law, a parent must continue paving child
sanppont until thedr child has sraduated
high schood, even Il they turmn 18,

“The child support in this case for presenting a character who is
Jayden is being paid consistent with that tom between his Filipine roots
lawe, B praduation for high schood will arnd the expectations of Kuswaiti
be in November,” Eaplan told People. society, Thes duality resonates

A source told the magazime that Spears decply, especially for readers

is happy to continue supporting her who heve axperienced the
SCHES in any way she can. complaxities of multhcultural
“Hritney has plans for the backgrounds,
hoas” future aned will do The narrative ks rich with vivid
whatever she can and will descnptions that transport
alvways continue to love the reader to the streets of
and support them,” savs Kuwalt and the Philippines.
Lhe source, Alsanousi's prose s both lyrical
Spears has often spo- and poignant, allowing readers
ken about how maoth- to faal the weight of Kadhim's
erhood transformed axpariances,

ler 1ife. Aheadd of the

- i ol T

reslesase of her haghly - —
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STALK

anticipated memaoir
“The Wornan in Me™
pubdished kast vear,
she tobd Peopde that
one of her greatess
achievemenis is he-

CTHIIEE, & miother

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia
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The Lebanese government should
ensune all children, regardless of nation
alily or status, can register for school,
Michelle Randhawa

Hurrsn e hes wWans

Nadla Al-Fraur [ 00l

Authorities in Lebanon are
Imposing new restrictions
that could deny thousands
of displaced children
access (o an education.
The measures comae
against a backdrop of
mounting hostility
toward war-displaced
Syrians who currently
reside in Lebanomn.

The development comes as
hostilitics on the Lebanon-Isracl
border show no sign of abating,
deepening sectartan divides andd
Compounding Fhe economic and
politcal crises that have kepd the
country on hiold.

This summer, at least two
municipalities in Lebanon have
announced that Syrian children
wishing to enroll at schoods in
thelr districts muost have a valid
FESIENCY permil proar o regas-
lering for the new academic year

Al-Qaa mumicipality in  the
Baalbek-Hermel Fovernorate
isued a statement  declaring
Syrian studenis were ot eligihle
[ regaster unless they and thear
[amilics had  legal residency
permiis issued by the Lebamese
General Securty,

In a rmecent imterview  with
Alhrra news  agency, Mokl
Fahala, the mayor of Sin EI-Fil,
a sithurhy easi of Belrat, sakd the
meRsires produbil Syrans [rom
registerning in schools unless they
have legal residency.

“It is neot enough for a displaced
Syran o have

| |Irp:'|_||:||1-11r
proving his regls-
fratlbonn with  the
TH sakl Kahala
"We requre a
residency issued
by the Lebanese
General  Security
in odder 1o be alile
to reml 2 home,
work, and enroll
his children in
T D ]

Any i [yl
that viodates this
decision “will be reported 1o the
relevanl  authorities"™ e i,
siressing that ®this measure is naol
racist, but rather is an implemen
tation of Lebanese laws."

D to the red tape and strin-
Eenl criferia for the renewal ol
Lihanese mesidency permits, only
arom] 20 percent of displaced
Syrians have walid residency
status in Lebanomn.

As some 80 percent are anakble
to  obtain  these  documents,
the measures have effectively
harred] Svrkan children in these
areas  [rom  attending  schoal,
depriving them of their night to
an education.

Under international law,  all
chikdren lave the right to an
echucation, Iree rom discrimi-
nation, bmespective of  their
immigration or refugee status.

In December 3025 foreign

donors inchsding the EUV gave
the Lebanese povernmentl ©40
milhion to support the education
sector and ensure  vulnerable
children would continue to have
arcess (o schonls, The conditions

of this add appear 0 be going
unmes,

The Lebanese government has
previously imposed laws making
it ifficult for Syrians o obtain
legal status. The UN refugec
agency, the UN High Commis-
shoner for Refugees, also ceased
its formal regdstration of Syrians
i 2005 alter complving with a
Lebanese government order.

Mew  laws  include ruoles
imposed on Lebanese citizens
nob 1o employ, selier, or provide
housing to Syrians ressding in the
country  llegally, Those found
breaking these rules can face
arrest.
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Endangered right to education

Unable to obtain residency papers, thousands of Syrian children could be barred from attending school

Il B ol past -'E|.=-.]|I:|1_'r'|| SYTIINs
who are strugeghing to access
bashe services in Lebanon. In
the thmes ol mynad crises and
without a unctioning govern-
ment, many Lebanese citizens
are unable to obtain a deceni
education

Since MG Lebapese  have
siifffered from a financial
meltdown. To make matters
worse, cross-border skirmishes
between Larael and Lebanon-
based malitani ETeMi e e Kilbed
at least 28 people In Lebanon,
since the eruption of war in Gaza
in October lasi L1

With more than 80 percent of
the population pushed below
the poverty line, inktial sympathy
for the thousands of migrants
and relugees who led violence,
perseculion, and poverty in Syria
has since waned.

The forcible deportation of
svrians has now  become

&
of aid apencies who say
Lehanese aithorities have
il |||1I'_|.' ol 10 enddaneer W+
the salety of refugees

a principle knowm as
non-refoulement.

Besides the new zet of
regulations

ssued by
autisoritics,
the ncreasingly  hostile
riwetoric of some paoliti
clans has al=o anned the

[t gy

fRames of ani-Syvran sentmeent,
leading to outbreaks of inter-
communal viokenee,

In July, Samir Ceeagea, leader
i the Lebanese Forces pohlitical
party, called on the Ministry of
Education to make schools ask
studenis to provide the appro-
priale iclesiitication papeErs o
regisler for the new academic
VT,

Creagea said all foredgn students,
especially Syrians, shoulbd have
valid residency permits in orcder
i register.

Dubbing the Syman children
af “existenii] threat™ the Free
Patnoti: Movemen! also issued
A statement, sayving: “'We call on
the Ministry of Education and
owners of private schoods and
institubes to immediately stop the

o —r

I _-:lr: '&_q_
%

commonpace, in defance ¥y

INNUMBERS

47,00

School-aged Syrian

refugees in Lebanon
raglaterad by the UN.

2@%"&

Proportion of Syrians
lving in Labanon with
valid residency status,

registralion of any Syrian stucdent
in the country illegally”™

Faisal, a Syrian living in
Lebanon without a residency
permit, has been trving (o find a
way o enroll his S-year-old son
mn school Back i 200, when
e brst arrived in Lebanon, he
saicdl services were readily awvail-
able and the atmosphiere more
Wedrodriing,

“1t was a little easier back then,”
Fabsal, who did not give his full
mame (o avowl gal repencies-
shons, (odd Arab News, “There
wias no hostility as you encounter
nowadays. It's a strugele and
| am under consiant stress of
|!:-e'|r|,'.'_ foursd ol I||:'||. BN
clesgsoried,”

Faizal says he i= able to scrape
a meager living by working
multiple jobs with Lebanese
employers who are willing to
defv the law and pay cheap
syrian laborers “under the table”

He acldedd: T don™t wand MY 5001
fo grow up without an education
and have to end up living like me
I want him to speak languapes;
I want him to know how to read
ane write properly: T want him to
bt phle 1o have a chance al a goosd
life”

There are around 15 million
Syrians in Lebanon, acoording 1o
Lebancse povermment figures. OfF
these, the UNHCH has registered
just 0L

Every vear, local and interna-
Bonal humanitaran  ofgnoa-
fions attempd {o pul pressure on
the Ministry of Education to pass
softe laws to allow more undoen-
mented Syrian children to obialn
11 PolcEELLGn,

Lebanese law, however, s nod
the only harrier,

Accorthng to the 2003 YVualner-
ability Assessment of  Syrian
Refugeres in Lebanon, conducted
by the UNHCE, the UN Children’s
Fund, and the World Food
Programme, some ol Lhe by
oetacles o Synan  children
gaining an education in Lebanon
i lude the cost of transport, fees
and  entry  requirements, and
e Impact of poverty on schood
attendance.

Indeed, many Syrian children
are lorcedd 0 dinrop ol af sclood
in arder to work o support their
families, while dawghters are
frequently married off af a younge
age &0 that households have
fesver months (o feed

Those ucky enough 0 find
i school place and who
have the means to attend
can face discriminatbon,
tinnting  and  bullying
B from their classmates.
“My son was a joyiul,
bubbly chilld growing up,
bl I noticed he started
becoming  withdrawn  after
attending the private school
I serounged to get him
enrodbed in™ sald Faisal. His
sON Was begng bulied by his
classmates who called him a
"lowly Syrian,” he said.

“Syrian has Becommne a sl mow,”
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News Saudi Arabia

The Saudl fund's CED, Sultan Al-Marshad, meets Domdnica’s Prime Minister Roosavwelt Skerrit in Rassau. SFA

SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROWTH

Saudi fund backs

$41m revamp of
Dominica’s capital

[nfrastructure Rehabilitation Project to boost
egrowth, connectivity and job creation in Roseau

Arab Mews Foaaclt

The Saudl Fund for
Development signed

a loan agrecment on
Sunday with Dominica

to finance the 541

million Infrastrocture
Rehabllitation Project

In Rosean, the capltal city.

The project is expected to drive
spclo-economic  prowth  andd
improve the gquality of life, the
Saudl Press Agency reportecd,
The agreement was  signed

by the funds CEQ Sultan
Al-Marshad and Dominican
Minister of Finance Irving
Mcintyre.

Dominlcas  Prime  Minkster
Roosevell Skerril chediv-

ered a kevnote address at the
corcmony, expressing gratitude

for Sawdi Arabiaxs support and
acknowledging the fund’s mole in
the praject.

The project involves rehahbili-
ting seven main  sireets,
improving road connectivity,

FASTFACT

The Saudi fund, celebrating
its B0th anniversary, has
financed over 800 projects
in 100 countries, Since 2023,
it has extended development
loans to 10 new Small Island
Developing States.

and enhancing safety and
acoess to basic services.

It will also contribute  io
commercial  and  residential
development and create jobs,
SPA reporied.

The project aligns with the
UN%S  Sustaimable  Develop:
ment Goals and demonstrates
the funds commitment (o
supporting development in
Dominica and other Small 1sland
Developing States.

Al-Marshad sald: “We  wish
Dosnimica contined growth and
prosperity, May this project drive
positive change and sustainablc
development.”

Mclnivre said: “The project is
a crithcal step in addressing the
challenges facing Hoseauw. It s
expected to increase social and
eoconamic productivity”

The Sauwd: fund, celebrating
it=  S50th anniversary, has
financed over S00 projects
in 104 couniries, Since 2023,
it has extended development
loans to 10 new Small Island
Developing States.

SKILL ENHANCEMENT

New diplomain data science, Al
lo empower fulure lech leaders

Arab Mews Jeddan

Tuwaig Academy in  Rivadh,
in parinership with Meta, has
launched the first dipdoma in data
science and artificial intellizence.,

The program will equip
studdents with the skills needed
o excel in these growing hekds,
Lhes Saudi Press Agency reported
on Sunday.

Accredited by the Technical and
Vocational Training Corp, the
diplofma will start in December
2024 and run for nine months. It
offers practical skilks in a compseti-
Hve learmang cnvirorament
Latlowred to marked needs,

Participanis will study
machine learning, data analysis
with Python and Tableau, Al
syelem developmeni, and big
data management, These skills
will help siudents create innova-
tive tech solutions for wvarious
societal needs.

Jowelle Awad, head of public
pohcy programs for Africa, the
Middle East and Turkave at Meta,
praised the parinership with
the academy. The collaboration
will enhance the skills of Saudds
vouth and foster mnovation and
creativity across sectors.

In Augusi, the academy
announced the launch of a

BACKRGROUND

Established in 2019, Tuwaig
Academy works with more

than 1,000 in-person trainees
daily and offers professional

certifications in collaboration
with global organizations

such as Apple, Meta, Amazon,
Alibaba, Dell, CompTiA, OffSec,
IBEM and Microsoft.

machine-learning bool  camp
in parinership with Stanford
University, starting on Sept. 30
and running for two and a half

meonths,

1 heSpace

@@ Opportunities, potential
for sustainable health
tourism in Saudi Arabia

FAAD MAJDY BASLOM

acdl Arabila is on the verge of
a major transformation in its
tourism sector, aligned with
Vision 2030, With strong healthcare
infrastructure, cultural haritage,
and strategic initiatives, it has the potential
to become a leading destination for health
and wellness tourism. The growing health
tourkam market offers the Kingdorm an
opportunity to leverage its investmeants
and strategic location for sustainable
development in this sector,
Saudi Arabia's potential in

=
':.

capability in complex proseduras. Moraaver,
Saudi Arabsa’s strot pharmaceautical
standards, akin to those of the US Food and
Drug Adméinistration, enswure patients receive
safe, high-gualty treatments

Beyond healthcare, Saudi Arabia’s rich
histonc heritage adds a unique dimensian
to its medical and wellness tourlsm sector,
Tourlsts can combine treatmeants with cultural
exploration, such as l.l'i'!liﬁl"lE the historic site
of Alllla. This holistic approach snhances the
visitor experience and appeals
to those seeking both medical

haalth tourlem stems from Sandi Arabia’s pr'[l!ipﬂ‘t"i caras and cultural anfchmeant.
its advanced haalthears for a sustainable health Tha blend of cultural landmarks
infrastructure, supported and 'H';'IIII ot tonrism with wellness tourism makes

by significant governmeant
invastments. The Kingdom

has developed medical

seclor are bolstered by
its advanced healtheare

Saudi Arabka an attractive
destination, offering authantic

charm while catering to health

cities, hospitals, research infrastructure, high 5,4 weliness needs.
centers, and specialized medical standards, rich Saudi Arabla's strategic
complexes, such as King Fahd cultural heritage, aml  geographic location at the
Medical City and King Faisal strategic location. crossroads of Asia, Eurape,

Specialist Hospedal, to attract
health tourists.

By 2023, over 1M crganizations had Joint
Commission International accraditation. This
high-standard haalthcars systam enhances
servico quality and instills confidence in
International patients seaking top-tler care
and a unigue healing eaxperience,

Salidi Arabia's commitment to excellencs
in medical services and pharmaceutical care
strengthens its position as a potential keader
in health tourism. The Kingdom has achleved
specialized medical standards comparabla to
thase in thae US and Canada, The sucoassiul
Saudi Conjoined Twins Separation Program,
with over 50 surgeries, showcases ite

and Africa enhances its
potential in the health towrism sector, |ts
proximity to major heaklth towrism markets
in Europe and Africa. with slx to elght-hour
flight times, reduces travel costs and timea
for patients seeking high-quality medical
aarvices at lower prices, with shorter walt
timas. Tha country's modearn alrports
and robust transportation infrastructure
further support seamless connectivity for
mternational patients, boosting its appeal
ae a haalth touriam destination.
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Quality of life Tourism destination Humanitarian efforts
Diriyah exhibition Campaignto hSreliefprovides
focuses on Sandi boost hospitality ald in Sudan,
countryside standardsin hSA  Yemen, Lebanon

LRk govermdrate, under
the patronage of Envirommeend
Mini=ter Abdulrahman
Al-Fadhii, is to host the
Heef Valley Exhibition ai
the Diriyah Biennale oo
Serpl, 25-26 to highlight the
coonomic, cuktural, and
tourism signifkcance of
Sauch Arabhby’s countryssde.
Organized by the
Sustaimable Apriculiural Boral
Deveboprsent Program, the
exhibition aims Lo Challenge
stereodypes aboat rural life
and showease experiences that
demonsirate a deep passion for
agriculiure. SPA Riyadh

The Ministry of Tourizim heas
launched the *Our Guests Are
Char Prority” campaken, which
aims to reinforce hospitality
Facilitbes' adherence to leensing
ancl clesihcation stanckemls,
ensuring compliance with all
requircments and regulations.
Thee first phase of the
campxign, which began i early
September, focuses on media
anid awareness activities that
engage all stahehodders i the
bosurisim sectar, The inifiative
seeks o enhance the quality of
services affered to both local
and international tourists across

the Kingdom. SPA Riyadh

Satich Aralyia’s ald agency,
ESrelief, continues to provide
humanitarian assistance to
necdy communities in Sadan,
Yemen and Lebanon

I Suddan, Ksrediel distributed
SO0 Foo haskets in the Dongolda
region of Northemn State,
benefitine 5,105 individuals.

In Yemen, KSrellef provided
158 shelter bags and 92 tents
to B4R individuals in Marib
FOVErTorale,

In northern Lebanon,
FSrelief funded 59 ambulance
misstons in the Miniveh district
through the Subul Al-Salam
Social Assoclation. SPA Riyadh

e Follow frab News Briefs all through the day BimbNews
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SOME LIKE IT HOT

In Saudi Arabia it's never just coflee

We take a look at Saudi cates keeping it fresh with creative marketing campaigns

Wand Hussaln Fyadhb

In a market saturated
with options, standing
out is key, and some Sandi
coffee shops have tnrned
to quirky, attention-
grabbing marketing
sirateglies (o attract
CUslomers.

Fraom asking patrons o dance
for their coffec (o surprising
COHIUMUNnLLES with clever
stunts, these markeoting ideas
are as creative as they are crazy.
Here's a look at some of the maost
intrguing promotions that have
atirred up a buez in the Kingdom.

Dance for your coffee
Al Daaly Cup. a Rivach coffec spot
knowm for its hively atmosphere,
customers are not just grected
with the arcma of freshly brewed
colfee  but  with an  unusaal
challenge: dance for your coffes,
The concept is simple yet effec-
tive. Anyone willmg to bust a
move in the front of store can eam
themsehves a free cup of coffee,
This highthearted promotion
gubckly becarne a hit with younger
custinners, who  relished  the
chance to show off their moves in
exchange for a free dnnk
"Honcstly, its a ot of funS
Deemtah Mohammed, a local
customer, told Arab News “Al first
it wa= a bit embarrassing, bl opce
youl sot others domg i, you realize

it’s all abouwt having a good time.
Flus, who doesn't love free coffess™

Nelghbor with a twist
When Nass in Dammam prepared
I open & new branch in a quiel
residential - neighborhood,  they
decded to miroduce themselves
in an unexpected way, Residents
found a polite note 0 their
madlboxes that appeared to be from
a mew Barndly mewing into the area,
The message, written with

warmth and sincerity, apolo-
gized] for any nodse or disruption
caused by the "housewarming
party” preparations and assured
nelghbors that they were doing
their best 1o minimize any
clisturbamce.

Whalt made this marketing
strategy cven maore effective was
its effect on social media. A post
featuring the message quickly
wenl viral on X, gaining nearly
17,000 likes.

Clookwise form left: From asking
patrans ta dafce for thelr coffes
to surprising communities with
clever stunts, these coffee shop
markoting Idmas e as creative as

thay mre crary. Suppied. instagam (:I-E tionn  bhecame a
- W rending  topic
Momg Baunched & special

promotion offering free coffee
ta mnyana barn in the 19904,
Irstagram./mamg_oafs

Mot Milllon customers who boughit
a coffen could retum later the sume
day with thelr involce and recelve o

frea refiil. instagram. hatfmiion_sa

Al irst glance, the note seemeed
to be from a friendly new famiby.
But as residents soon discov-
eredd, this was in fact a marketing
tactic by Nass, cleverly designed
fo creale a sense of community
and goodwill before the coffee
shop officially opened its doors,

This mventive approach nod
only generated buzz but also
endeared Nass 1o the neighbor-
hood, sefting the stage for a

welcome launch,

With this campaign. Nass
demonstrated how a personal
touch and a bit of creativity
can go a long way in building
customer loyalty, even before
the Arst cup is served.

Free cuppa for "90s Kids
Nami, a modern coffes concep
with a knack for connecting
with the youth, launched a
gpecial promotion offering free
calfee 1o anyone born in the
19005, The larpeted campaign
sparked  excitement,  with
millennials flocking to Mamg
outlets throughout the Kingdom
for their fres drink.

The Prormc:

on social media,
but 1 al=o
left YOLNECT
customers asking:
“What about us?

clemand fmom Gen £

LOYALTY

The wave of

was 5o strong that another coffec
shop in Kiyvadh, Bros, decided to
follow suit with a similar offer,
this time for costomers bom in
the 20005, The friendly compe-
titicn hetween the two shops
added a laver of exciiement as
coffes lovers compared which
generation had the bedler deal.

Invoice for a refill

Half Million, ancther popular
coflee chain in the Kingdom,
introduced a clever promotion
that encouraged repeal visits.
Customers who bought a coffee
could returm later the same day
with thelr mvoice amd recelve a
free refill. This strategy not only
incentivized customers o come
back, but also subtly boosted
the shops sales and customer
fovalty.

“It's a3 smart way to keep
customers  engaged,” gaded
customer Nada Al-Harbi, who
frequents Hall Mallion, "You're
more likely to retumn if vou Enow
vou can get another cup for free.
Flus, it gives you an excuse o
take a break in the middle of a
busy clay.”

Drive-thru surprises
When Cosmo opened a new
branch in Dammam, they
decided to treat their customers
with unexpecied gifts when they
ring up the hill at their drive-
through. Anvone who drove by
could recerve a free @i,

Saudi man reflects on unbreakable bond between camels and owners

Bty Maws [nif

Cameds, fondly referred 1o as
“ships of the desert” have long
helbd a speclsl place in the herts
of thedr owners,

Their refationship is charac-
terized by bovalty, love, and a
deep connection that transcends
Language,

Stories  abound of  camels
shedding tears when separated
from their beloved companions,
waiting patiently for thetr return,
sawdl Press Agency noted In a
recent report.

In Sauki Arabia, the relation-
ship between humans and camels
s deeply rooled in history and
culure. Carmels have served as
csseniial companions in the harsh
desert  environment, providing
transportation, fooed, and compan-
orship, the report acdded.

Bandar Al-Adwani, a camel
owTieT,  expresscd  his  deep
fonidness for  his  beloved
gshe-camel, Al-Naamah, He
described their relationship as
oie of trust, companionship, and
rrituEl understanding.

Al-fdwand  often gh
sperids  time  with .F
his camels, temding -
i their needs, which
forms a strong emotional
CXsIeC LI,

“Every mornmg  and
evemung, 1 feed compelled to
visil my camels in their prastures. 1

want o be close to them, monitor

thedr health, and ensure that they
have enough food and waler. |
have a deep, affectionate boned
with them, a connection that feels
almost instinctive” he obd SPA in
AN Elerview,

His lowe for camicls rums deep;
hie spends countless hours in ther
company and never approaches
them with a stick.

“Chir inderacthons are based on

Our Kings amnd wise
leadership have always
vitlued and cared Tor
camels, recognizing their
economic importance and
their role in preserving

our national identity.

Bundar Al-Acdeuni
e Cowevi

meteal respect and understanding.
Al-Naamah, in particitlar, resporsds
o my voice and towch,” he s,
akding that he wses a herding
technique called Alhedaa, a
UNESCO-recosmized oral tradition
thai combines sounds, gestures,
and sometimes music, to commu-
micate with camels.

The Bedouins of the Arablan

LR
i

!
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Camels serve as sssential companions in the harsh desert environment. providing transportation, food. and companlenship. 5F4

Peninsula seem to hawve a
profound understanding of their
camels' mweeds. They canmot

o Imagine thelr lives without

these  loyval  companions
and this deep-rooted love 1s
passedd dovwn [rom genera-
tion to generation,

"When we hear stories of
lovalty among humans, we are
reminded of the unwavering
lovalty that camels show to thelr
owners” Al-Adwani said,

"They are incredibly beautaful

graceful
thirst  for

ChreAaliines.
movemenis,

water, their kEneeling posture,
and the experience of riding on

their backs are truly captivating.

“In Saudi Arabla, camels
represent our history, culture,

and heritage. Our kings and

wise leadership have always
valued and cared for camels,

recopnizing  their oconomic
importance and their role
in preserving  our  national
wlentity."

The Camel Club, established
by King Salman, has played a
erueial role in promofing camse
breeding, culture, and heritage,
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A senfor Hamas official
said on Sunday that

the group wants “joint
Palestinian rale™ In Gaza
once war ends in the

hesieged territory.

“*Clearly, we =l that the next
day must be Palestinian ... the day
after the battle = a Palestinian
dav,” Osama Hamelan said during
an interview in Istanbul.

He said that the Palestmian
movement had ample resources
to comtinue fighting Lsrael despite
losses sustained over more than
11 months of war in Gaza.

“The resistance has a high
ability to continue” Hamdan
sa el

“There were martyrs amd sacri-
fices ... but in retum, there was an
accumulation of experiences and
the recruliment of new genera-
tois into the resistance.”

His comiments came less than
a weck after Israeli Defense
Minister Yoav (Gallant told
jourmalisis thait Hamas, whose
Oct. 7 attack triggered the war,
“no longer exists” a5 a mikitary
formation in Gaza.

gyl

DEADLY CONFLICT

Palestinians to ‘jointly lead post-war Gaza

L'S not putting enough pressure on Israel to stop the war, Hamas ofhcial says

Palaatinbuns walk amid the rubble of a bullding leveled by |srasll bombing In Gaza City amid the ongoelng war betwean lerael and Hamas, AFF

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyvahu launched retaliatory
military opcrations to destroy
Hamas after the group’s surprise
attack on southern lsrael

The Israeli military campaign
has killed at least 41206 people
in Gaza, according to the term-
tory's Health Ministry, which

does nod provide breakdowns of

Oilaall nlc (Jnol
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civilian and militant deaths.
Netanyvahu s facing mounting
domestic pressune o seal a
deal in which hostages wouwld
e released In exchange for

Palestinian prisoners.

laraels  announcerent this
month that the bodies of sax
hostages had been  recovered
from a tunnel In Gaza after

i DE—

Gobr sic Yw(@@ NOW BTy

they were "execuled” by Hamas
spurred an outpouning of gncl
and mnger, leading o a brel
general strike and large-scale
demonsteations  that  continued
i Tel Aviv and Jerusalem o
Saturday might.

Fui moniths of negotiations
mimed at securing a truce have
apparently stalled

In the interview on Sunday,
Hamdan said the US, Israel's mosi
crucial military kecher, was nod
doing enough o force conces:
skons from Netanyaho that would
end the bloodshed.

“The American administration
deses ot exert sufflcient or appro-
priate pressure on the Israel
sbie,” Hamwdan said.

“Rather, it s trving (o justify
the Israell side's evasion of any
commitment.”

During two press conferences
after offictals announced the
deaths of the six hostages earlier
thix month, Netanyahu sald it was
Hamias who refused to compro-
mise amdd vowed “not to give in to
pressurc” on remaining sticking
peoinis.

He also said Isracls military
campaizn had killed *no less than
17000 Hamas mdlitants.

Jno el optop mi™ i e
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REFUGEE CRISIS

FEight migrants
diein Channel
crossing attempi

AFP Ambieteuse, Francs

Eight migrants died early Sunday
when their overcrowded vessel
capetzed while rying to cnoes the
Channel from Franoe to Englancd,
French authorities said, less than
bwo westks after the dieacdiest such
disaster this vear.

The btesi tragedy means 446
migrants have st thelr lives
altempting to reach England from
France so [ar thes year, a regionil
official s, up from 12 in 20083,

The French and British govern-
ments have sought for years to
stop the Aow of migrants, who pay
smuzelers thousands of enros per
head for passage on overloeded
imfatable dinghies.

A podice source saicl Lhe accident
ocowrmed shortly after the vessel
embarked.  Regional  prefect
Tacques Rillant said the incident
happened off the coast of the

northern tovwn of Ambleteuse,
“The toll was termible, with etz

poople reporied dead,” he told the
press near the site of the accident.
six survivors were hosplialized,
including a 10-month-okd  baby
with hypothermia, he acdded.

The boat had set off from the
Shick River that flows into the sea
between the towns of Wimereux
and Ambleteuse.

It had 509 people on board from
Eritrea, Sudan, Svria, Afchanistan,
Egyvid and Iran, Billant s,

"It guickly got imlo dafficulty
and ran aground ... The boat was
toam apart on the rocks,” he said.

Marltimee  authoritkes  sabd
Saturday that migrants had made
numerous attempis o cross the
Channel in recent days, with 200
people rescued in 24 hours over
Fraday and Saturday alome,

The latest inckdent comes a few
weeks after at least 12 migrants,
mastly from Eritvea, died off the
northern French coast on Sepd, 35,
when their boat camyving dozens
of people capsized. An Ertrean

e — —

Masitime authorities sald Saturday that migrants had made prumerous attempts to oroes the Channsl In recent days. Footars Flle

survivor, Bmiam Semay, 24, =aid
he had kost his 18-yvear-old skster in
that accident

Amother Eritrean  who  was
rescued, and gave his name only

e

as Amanuel, said “there were a lot
o girls and young bavs, and [ saw
them die”

More than 22,000 migrants
have armved m England by

W —

crossing the Channel since the
beginning of this year, scoording
(o British officials

British Prime Minister Rewr
Starmer and France's President

Emmanuel Macron  pledzed
this summer (o sirengthen
“tooperation™ in handling the
surge in undocumented migrant
numbers.

Gobran Mohammed Calro

Egyvpl has welcomed the
decision ol DUN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
to establish the position of a
UN speclal envoy on water,
andl the announcement that
Indoneslan Forelgn
Mindster Retno Marsadi will
assume Lhe high-ranking
post in November.

In & statement issued by the

CHALLENGE

Egypt lauds UN's decision to establish
position of special envoy on water

Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi to assume post in November

Ainistry of Foreaen Affairs, Cairn This inltkative successfully gamensd the support of 151 courtries, Reutes Fla

sabd Egvpd, In collaboration with
Crermany, had led an extensive
initiative in preparation for the
20023 UN Water Conference.

This inltiative, which swoess-
fully pmered the support of 151
countrees, ammesd at establishing
the position of UN special envoy
oft walter o support member
states, parbcularly water-scarce
couniries, o help address the
challenge of achieving the sixth
sustainable Development  Goal
regmrthing evervone having acoess
io water,

Guterres” decision o create the
peoesttion is a culmination of Egypl's
cfforts 1o enhance muoltilateral
action i response o emerginge
chillenges,

Exypl  looked forward (o
enhancing cooperation with the
new TN spectal envow 1o achieve
the poals of the 2030 Agenda in
ackdressing waler  scarcity, the
statement added.

The mews comes in Light of
the slgnificant efforts made by

Egypl Tor the mtlonal maisage-
ment of water resources and the

promotion  of  transhoundary
cooperation, n accordance with
mnternational aw.

Meanwhile, Egypts Minister
of Forelgn Alfairs Badr Ahdelatty
recetved a phone call on Friday
from the UN secrefary-gencral
The call aclilressed the Batest devel-
opments in the Gaza Strip and the
damgrrous escalation of conflict in
the West Bank.

Tamimn Khallaf, the spokes-
persan for the Ministry of Farelgn
Affairs, said the call stressed the
need For an immediate ceasefire,

UKHAINE WAR

Iran’s president to attend

BRICS summit in Russia

hru‘h-r....ll! Cubal

[ran's President Masouwd Peresh-
kian will attend the upcoming
BRICS summit in Russia, =taie
mexlia cited Tehran's ambassador
in Moscosw as saying on Sunday,
armid tensions with the West over
military cooperation  between
the two countries.

LS Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said on Tuesday that
Russia  lad hallistic
missilbes from Tran and was likely
to use them in Ukrame within
weeks, Cooperation  befween
Moscow and Tehran threatemed

receivied

witler European secuity, he said,

On Tuesday, the US, Germany,
Britain and France imposed new
sanctions on  Iran, including
measures agaimst its  national
airline lran Air.

Iram’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Aragehl =] on Wednesday
that Tehran did not deliver any
hallistic missiles to Russia and
that sanctions imposed by the
S and the three Euaropean
COnntres agEains IFan were nol &
L [TTNCETR

Iran’s ambassador 1 Russia
Fazem  Jalali  confirmed  on
Sunday that Pezeshkian will

BACKGROUND

® The US sakd that Russia had
recaived ballistic missiles

from Iran and was likely to use
them in Ukraine within weeks.

® The US secretary of
state said that cooperation
between Moscow and
Tehran threatened wider
European security.

attend the summut of the BRICS
grodalp of major emerging coono-
mies, scheduled to be held in
Kazan, RBussia from Ot 22 to 24,
according (o Iran’s siale media
Pereshkian will meet his Russian
counterpart Viadimir  Putin
there, Jalall sabd.

Iram and Russia are sel 10 sgEn a
bilateral comprehensive cooper-
ation agrecment.

Meanwhile, Iran on Saturday
andched a satellite into space
with a rocket built by the
couniry’s paramiitary Revola-
tiomary Cuard, state-run media
reparied,
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Ellie Aben Mardn

The Philippines is the
country most at risk from
natural disasters, the 2024
World Risk Report shows,
with environmentalists
highlighting sluggish
climute action amid
worsening and extreme
weather conditions.

The archipelago nation of nearly
20 million people is no stranger
to naturil disasters, with millkons
al people olten displaced during
annual storms amnd  typhoons,
which have been made more
unpredictable and extrems by the
changing climaie.

For the third vear in a row,
the Philippines tops the report's
World Risk Index, which breaks
down the disaster risk of 193
COnires.,

Published by Germany-hased
rescarch institute IFHY and the
alliance of development arganiza-
Homs Bumdnks Entwicklung Hil,
Lthis vear’ top Hve most at-risk
countries inchude Indonesia,
[nddia, Cobombia and Mexiono,

“It s definitely a warsening
and concerming tremd. There
are noticeable extreme weather
conditions, heal during the

summers  have been  pecord-
breaking, seasons  have  been
unpredictable, there b

been hizh intensity and (high)
frequency typhoons”  Ann
Dumsaliang, 4 Filiping conserva-
Honist and managing trustee of
Masungi Georeserve, told Arab
[

“In the Philippines, it i= no
lomper  vulnerable  communi-
Hes that are affected Its now

SLUGGISH CLIMATE ACTION

Why Philippines
tops ranking of
disaster risk countries

Archipelago nation of 120 million people has faced five typhoons since May

T -

felt widely across the nation —
schools need o be canceled,
heatstroke patients overwheln
emergency moms, in addifion to
devastating floods”

This month, more than a
dozen people were Killed when
Tyvphoon Yagi, known locally
as Enteng, passed central amd
northern  Philippines,  before
it wreaked havoe in southern
Chima and parts of Vietnam amd
Thailand.

For Filipinos, it is the fifth
tropleal starm to hit thelr country
mnce Aay,

It is more accurate to describe
natural disasters a5 geographical
realities, Dumailang said, which
for the Philippines are multifokd
dne to its archipelagic nature and

S-F
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Rescuers paddie their boats
along a fleoded strest In Maniia

an July 24 amid heavy rains
brought by Typhoon Gaeml. AFT

location in the “Ring of Fire” the
are of volcanoes and fault lines in
the Pacific Basin.

Those aspects intersect with
“man-nmEde causes that lead io
continuous environment degra-
dation and poor infrastrocture,”
and are further “exacerbated
by lack of political willpower to
make the necessary Interventions
al the right time” she added.

John Leo Algo, national coordi-
nator of Aksiyon Klima Pilipinas,
i leadings civil sockety metwork for
climate action, s the country’s
villnerability to natural disasters

has grd worse over time.

“The Philippines” vulnerability
o the climate crisis is worsening
because of a combmation of
maore exireme mpacts and the
lack of capacity to address them,
There really 15 no such thing as
a ‘natural disaster®; disasters, by
definition, occur when stake-
holders do not properly prepare
aguinst an mpending  hazard,”
Algo saiel

The country's  vulnerability
can be traced to insufficient local
understanding of the climate
erisis and its effects, delays and
mcolerence in climate policy
development, a8 well as issues
with lunding and support 1o
implement  climale  solutions,
hie added.

AP N Darlhil

Ome of India’s main opposition
fgures and New Delhi's chief
minister sakd he would resign
from office Sunday, two days
after he was granted bail in a
bribery case.

Arvind Kejriwal, a fierce critic
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, was arresied nearly six
months ago abead of natkonal
elections on charges of receiving
bribes from a liquor distributor.

fndia’s top court released him on
bail Friday.

Rejriweal  has  consistently
denied rhr acCrsations
and called them a  political
CONSPITacy.

“Today T have come 1o azk the
public whether vou consider

POLITICS

New Delhi’s chief minister announces
resignation after release on bail

Rejriwal honest ora criminal,” he
saidd In a public address Sunday
at the headguarters of his Aam

Aadmi Party, which pgoverns
New Delhl “T will resign from
the post of chiel minister wo
days from today.”

Rejriwal said his party —a part
of a broad alliance of opposition

Arvind Kajriwal,
chief mindater

of Dalhi and
leader of the
Amrn Andrnd

Party, greets his
aupportars after
Suprarma Court

grantad him ball
in New Delhi on

Saturday. AFF

parties called INDLA and was the:
main challenger to Modi's Hinduo
nationalist Bharativa Janaia
Party in June's elections — will
hold a meeting later to decide
who will take over his position.

He also demanded the New
Delhl elections, scheduled Tor
February next year, be held

in November instead.

Opposition  parties  widely
condemmed Rejriwals  arresi.
They accused Modis govern-
ment of misusing federal inves-
tigation agencies (o harass and
weaken its political opponents.
They pointed o several raids,
arrests, amnd corruplion inves-
tigations of key opposition
fipures in the months before the
elections.

Kejriwals SUPPOrTErs
celebrated his rebease by lighting
firccrackers and dancing n
the rain outside his New Delhi
residence, with many carrying
placards with photos of the
popular politician.

sSome leaders from Modi®s party
warned that he was released on
bxail and nod acouitted,

Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Tense situation
Top Ul ofTicial

plays down
Fuiin threais

LK Foreign Secretary
Travid Lammy accused
Russian President Viadimir
Putin of “bluster™ Sunday
over his warnlng thai letting
Ukraine use long-range
wedpons 1o sirike inside
Hussia would put NATO "at
war”™ with Moscow.
Tensions hetween
Ruissia and the West over
the conflict reached dire
levels this week as Us
Fresident Joe Biden and
British Prime Minister Kedr
Starmer met at the White
House to discuss whether
to ease rules on Kyvivs use
ol Western-supplied weap-
onry. AFP

Private spacewalk

Tech billionalre,
crew safely
reitunrn o Earth

A billionaire spacewalker
returned to Earth with

his crew on Sunday, ending
a five-day trrp that hited
them higher than anyvone

haes traveled sinee NASA's
moonwalkers, SpaceX’s
capsule splashed down in

the Golf of Mexico near
Florida's Dry Tortugas in the
prisdawn darkness, carrving
tech entreprencur Jared Isaac-
man, two SpaceX engincers
and a former Alr Force Thun-
derbivd pdbot.

Isazcman became only the
264 th person (o perform a
spacewalk. Until now, all
spacewalks were done by
professional astronauts. AP
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\What Were Reading
“Treepedia’

JOAN MALDOF

“Trespedia® is an
entertaining and fact-filled
lustrated compeandium of
tree lara.

this enticing collection is
a celebration of all things
arboraal.

In this charming book,

Featuring nearly Joan Maloof
100 entries—on w explaing the
topics ranging it : difference between
from tree ecology a cedar and a
and conservation CYRress, and
to the role of reveals whore
trees In rellglon, to find the most
literaturs, art, remarkable treas
and movies— an the planet
Torrential rains Digital fame
Flood triggers Endangered
evacuation In pygmy hippo goes
Czech Republic viral from Thal zoo
Ancther night of torrential The moming sunlight bounc-
rains pounding Central ing off her sleek hide, Moo
Europe forced massive Deng the pyvemy hippo plops

evacuations in the hardest
hit areas in the Czech Re-
public, where floods reached
extreme levels on Sunday.
Meteorodogists have
wiarmied thee situation still
might prt worse as watcrs in
meast rivers are rising, the flood
wave made its way through the
couniry and more heavy rains
coitld return overnight. Au-
thorties declared the highest
fAood warnings in almost B0
places across the couniry. AP

to the ground in her encbosure,
seemingly unfazed by her rapicd
rise 10 =0l media stardom.,
The two-month-odd pant-
sized creature went viral
this week after her landlers
posted videos of her on
TikTok and Instagram from
hier lvome at a 200 in Chon Burd,
Thailand. Her cheeky expres-
stons and playful frolicking
racked up millions of views
and have lured thousands of
visitors. AFP

' Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @ArabNews
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Atravelers longing Inereases
s they get closer o o,

hag Al-Moawsili

o] i A - PG e iuga CiE™ and poall

Opinion

UR, GCC are far more than mere trading partners

he new UK government's
top pricrity is economic
gerowth, and this is central
fo what T want to achleve
a husimess and trade
secretary. My department
sifs al the heart of our new approach o
growth and is responsible for champion-
ing Uk business, mwand investment, trade
policy and export Anance toward the UR's
prosperiiy,

We canmot do this abome. Nor do we want to,
As an outward-facing nation, the URs
international partnerships endure thanks
to the strength of our political, commer-

ctal and people-to-people ties. These
tes are particularly chose in Saudi Arabis
and throughout the countries of tee Gull
Cooperation Council.

O two kingdoms share & commmit-
menl Lo economic prosperily, deliveresd
through increased investment and trade,
and underpinned by priorty sectors
including education, healthcare, clean

energy, technology and infrastructore, Our

Bilateral trade fgures ape testament 1o this,

aa
Onur messaee (o
the world is that
the Uk is not only
open to business,
It is the place to
do business

COUETER Y. &b el AA DL S HATR AL -AAPTAT

ebanon's Maronite patriarch-

ate, in it manthly staterment,

expressed sodidarity with

the people of Palestine. The

statement mentioned the

atrocities that the people in
Falestine and in southern Lebanon anad the
Fekaa are being subjected to and called for
a peactiul resalution to the conifict,

The Maronite patriarchate has a very
special position. It is an institution
independent rom any poditical body, vet it
is very influential on the Lebanese political
seene. Because the Lebanese patriarchate
15 a very important chuarch in the East, it,
along with other Christian churches in
the East and the Arab world, can play an
important mle in resalving this conflict.

The West and its average citizens have a
generally negative image of the Arab worldd.
However, the Western waorld feels a Lot af
compassion with Christians in the East, whao
are viewed as the early Chnstians in the
Birthpdace of the faith. Hence, thelr voloe
will be amplified in the Western world

reaching an all-time high of £17.3 billion
(2227 ballion) in 2023,

Behind the statistics are real companies
that are Anding success in the Kingdom,
rom the largest multinationals to the
gmiallest enterprises. These companies
are contributing to the success of Saud
Arabin's Vision 20350,

[ am feere to take the Uk-Sauds trade and
invesiment parinership to the next level.
Evervone 1 have spoken to in Rivadh —
From minksters to businesspeople — has
tedel me abatid the strength of the relation-
ship. Indeed, our support for mutual
cronomic growth includes sigmihcanit
investment in cach other’s markets.

It 15 an exciting ime (o visit Ssuodi Arabia
anid I have seen for myself the Kingdom's
energy and ambition in the drive toward its
Viskan 200300,

Mexl month, British Prime Minlster Keir
Starmer, Chancellor Rachel Beeves and 1 will
host an mtermational Investment sumimit
to outline the UK's long-term plans and to
hiear from global induwstry leaders aboui

thelr priorities and invite them o share in

The church and the Christians can help
Palestine by engaging with the Weatern
wiorbd, However, by doing so, the Christians
will be taking a prominent place in public
affairs in the repron. We need (o remember
that Christians were among the ploneers
of the Arab renaissance. They have had an
enlightening rale in our region, The various
hberation movements of the 20th century
had Christian thinkers behind them. Unfore
tienately, the rale of Christians has been in
decline in recent years. Continuows wars
and conflict kave led to an exodus of Chns:
tians from the region

The Christian exodus has bheen bad news
For the Middle East, as thelr previous role
cofntribaited (o the reglom's culiural wealth
andd diversity, Ther presence is necded today
mone than ever. It is needed both in the
reghon and as a bridge to the Western worlcd.

Last vear's Christmas sermson by the Rey,
Munther Isaac, a Palestinian pastor and
theologean, abowt Jeswus bemg bom under
the rabbie of Bethlehem had a strong
echo in the Western world. The average

JONMATHAN REYNOLDE
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caEr vision. [ ook forward to meeting with
business leaders and investors from Saodi
Arabia and across the GCC. Our message Lo
the warkd (s that the UK |s ot anly opsen 1o
buasiness, it b= the place (o do business,

The UK's trade program will dediver deals
thiat will henefit the UK ecomomy and those
af aur partners by boosting trade with
soqmee of the most dynamic economies in
the world. This is why L announced in July
o intendion to restart trade talks with the
GOC toward a free trade agreement,

The UR's bilateral trade with the GCC
stood at £57.4 billion last vear, with plenty
of headroom to grow into.

A trade agreemenit with the GOC would
unleck new investment baoth in the UK and
here in the Gull It would simplify proce-
dures, making it easier for our companies
to do business with each other. Becawse
edir econombes have strengths that comple-
ment each other, an agreement wold
remove barriers to trade and, in doing so,
create muiual economic growth.

While the UK and the GCC are irading
pariners, we are much more than that.

B | g el BH mry. . '|.|'l_--r = 'I."Hll:l'l. i F
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How can Christians help Palestine?

DR. DANIA ECOLEILAT KHATIB

Westerner tends to listen more to pastors
and other clergymen Hke him than the
average Arab or Palestinian. Desplie the
sapport the church has shown Lo the people
of Gaza, there has been no organized effort
to influence LS public opimion.

The church could send clergymen to visit
churches in the US to discuss the plight of
people in Palestine and, more specibcally,
the plight of Christians in Palestine,

Christians in the East can play an
important roke in changing the Amencan
perspective toward the Palestinian-Isracls
conflict, pushing the US to take a more
halanced approach, When the average
person sees the sulfering of the Pales-
tinian Christians, their view of Israel will
change significantly.

Hut who will take the initiative* How
can it be done? The starting point is the
church. Churches should start a conler-
efce to Lake a formal position on Pakestine,
The second step would be for each church
to designate a number of clergvmen to
be sent to the US, Those churches should

To more than 150,000 Brtish people, the
GLCC is also home. Tourism fipures in both
directions remain very strong. The glabal
Introduction of the UKS electronic travel
authorization began with a rollout in the
(FCC for good reason. More than a million
ITH visitors travel to the GOC's vibrantd
cities anc towrist spots each vear, Similardy,
in 20235, the UR welcomed more than a
million visitors from the GOC, including a
record 286 000 visitors from Saowdi Arabda.

All of this is possible thanks o the deep
and enduring foundation of friendship
banilt over generations between the UR
and Bahrain, Ruwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE

As long-term strategic pariners, we
appreciate what the other has (o offer,
We prioritize the policies, programs andd
strategies that benefit our home economaes,
whibe recognizing the importance of mutual
eeoncmic growth, [ am confident that an
ambitious and modern free trade deal would
further strengthen our bonds, supporting
our businesses to create lasting economic

staldlity andd prosperity For all our peopde.

&® @
Though the

church does nod
like o get involved
in politics, this is
a humanitarian
Issue that needs
1o be addressed

communicate with churches in the Us
and organize visits, They should engage
with American congregations. This would
create a prassroots movement insuppeort
of a balanced solution to the problem.
This would be relatively easy to fund.
Ome hurdle facing Palestinian activism in
the past has been the funding, People are
worried about being accused of Anancing
terrorism i they fund any activity related
tor Palestine. However, nio omne will altack
people for domating to a church.

Omoe the Christian movement proves
itself and makes a difference in American
palicy, it will awtcmatically gain influence
it homwe, I wall abso create a platform fos
Christians to have an increased role in the
region. Though the church does ot like to
ret mvolved in politics, this is a humani-
tarian issue that needs to be addressed.
The results might not be immediate,
because changing percepdions and
creating grassroots movements are long-
term pricesses, bt the pofential benefits
are definitely worth the effort.
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he presidential debate
between former President
Dionald Trumgp and Vice
President Kamala Harris last
week marked a pivolal mo-
ment in the 2024 election
cyche. With more than 67 million viewers
tuning in, it was clear that the stakes were
high and both candidates had something o
prove, For Tramy, il was a chance to reaffirm

A commanding presence on stage, the

question that loomed large was whether this
performance would translate into tangibde
electoral gains. Polls conducted immediately

after the debate showed Harris oulper-

Formed Trumgp by a signaficant margen, with

63 peroent of viewers declaring her the
winner. But despite her strong showing,

the podls also revealed a cruclal reality: the

dehate bud ltkke efect an shilting volers®

DALIA AL-AGQIDI

A deeper Harris-Trump discussion is needed

political and media establishment.

In contrast to Harris' more polished,
prepared approach, Tromp opted for
a more unorthodox stvle, as he has in
past debates, Instead of meticulously
rehearsing responses, he focused on
brosscler themes that resomate with his base,
such as immigration, national security
and cconomic recovery, In these areas,

polls consistently show that voters trust

are rewdrded for delivernng sharp soumdbiates
amdd emotional appeals rather than engaging
in substantive discussions on podicy. This
trend s concerning becatse it leaves volers
with little information aboul the candidites'
positions or fulure plans. Instead, the debate
becomes a spectacke desizned to enteriain
rather than inform.

The race remains tight as the election
draws closer, particulary in battleground

his leadership credentials lovalties. Only 4 percent of Trump more than Harris, stales, where polling
after a turbnlent presidency .ii viewers indicated that they especially in key swing .ii shows i near-even split
and bid for a second tern, had changed their mind shates like Pennsylvania, between the camdidates,
For Harris, it was an op- The debate served  aboul who to vole for asa Michigan and Wisconsin, The omission of Pennsytvania, Michigan
portumiy o assert hersell result of the debate, under- The dynamic between and Wisconsin will likely
&s & worthy suocessor to Joe as a litmus test for groiring how entrenched the two candidates was coEinin tﬂj]ll!:‘.li- he decisive in determining
Hiden and a viabde lesder in the candidates’ partisanship has becomme. also reflected in the issues points toabroader the election’s outcome,
her cwn right. ability to engage This debate also they chose to highlight — issue with the mitich as they were in 2016
The chehate at the voters in a highly highlighted a key issue o avoid. Harris focused dehate format and 2020, Despite Harris"
National Constitution the role of the modera- primartly on Trump's strong debate performance,
Center in Philadelphia pularized pﬂ"ﬂ{‘ﬂl tors and their selective characier, attacking his Itself: It often favors both candidates” path to
served as a litmus test for environment fact-checking. Trump was husiress record amnd his EIJ"IE over substance VICIOry remains uncertain,

the candicdates’ ability 1o
engage voters in a highly polarized political
environment. The discussion was marked
by sharp exchanges, heated rhetorc and
sirategic mancuvering, particularly on
Harris" part. Her calculated jabs, ke calling
Trump "weak and wrong," played into the
brosder Democratic narrative that Trump's
leadership had Biftered on multiple fonts
— from his handling of the economy (o his
Yet, while the vice president demonstrated

repeatedly Bct-checked

during the debate, while Harris' statements
— s o whitch were equally questionable
— were bl unchecked. This discrepancy

did not go unnaeticesd by Truomp supporters,

These omissions raise concerns aboud

the media's role in shaping public percep-
tion, especially in an environment where

trust in instiiutions 15 already bow, For

hancling of the presicdency,

The former president, in ham, questioned
Harris” competence and leadership, empha-
sizing her lack of experience on the natbonal
stage compared to hes own, What was notably

ahsent from the debate woere discussions on

Ol Al - Aepafi ks e s
cirscior pl ths Amerigan Cerle

stenificant recent events, such as the assassi-
natkon attempt on Trump or Harmns” position
on the Biack Lives Matter protests in 2020,

Trump supporters, this perceived bias only
reinforoed the idea that their candidate
15 battling not just Harris but an entire

for Counter Extremism

For Tl serslon. og on 1o
wws . arabnew s coms opinion

The omissson of these topics points toa
broader isswe with the debate format itsclf: i
cften favors style over substance. Candidates

As the nation reflects on
last week's debate, it becomes clear that a
second debate 5 necessary, even though

Trump has apparently ruled ot that paossi-
bakity. Voters deserve an m-depth conver-
sation on policy bevond rivetoric, from the
economy to healtheare and foreien affairs.
A more focused and respectiul debate
worinhd allow both candidates to clarily
thedr positions and offer real solutions,
ensuring the clectorate can malke an
tnformed chodee in this pivotal election.

Critical thinking vital for career success

I may seem impractical, even insen-
sitive, to urge idealistic voung men
and women in the Middle East and
the broader Arab diaspora to pri-
oritize their own futures over those
of others. However, if they follow
this advice, they may end up advancing not
only their own futures but everyone else’s
too, In an interconnected world, where
poicls, services, capital, people, data and
ideas flow across borders,
a rising ticle can Lift even
distant boats.

-
ii

many of their peers globally, Inchading

stidents who spend months cramming for
competitive exams just to gain admission

Lk an engineering college,
But alas, there is no turning back the

clock to a more relaxed e, just as there 15
no halting the wheel of social and civiliza-

tional progress. IF new job opportunities
are not emerging in Gvmiliar fields or are

becoming ever more specialized, the ne

erneration has no choice

but to adapt.
There is no magic

ARNAB NEIL SENGUPTA

Kl

alter in industries like finance, healtheare
and retail, Similardy, opportunities in cload
computing are limitless for those with the
right tralning.

As with data science and analytics, the
growing podential of artificial intelbgence
and machine learning is evident in the
exploding demand for Al-related jobs,
spanning sectors from healtheare 1o enter-
tainment, While AT may eliminate aboul
83 million jobs globally, it
is expected (o create about

68 million new, high-

o0

chain management, STEM education and
training, corporate training and devel-
opment, technology law, international
law and diplomacy, and AT ethics and
philosophy. As Al continues to transform
mdustries, economies and governance,

it is crucial to develop skills that comple-
ment automation and Al technologies.
wo matter how challenging it seems,
embracing lifelong keaming and skills
ahigned with Al may equip
young peaple for long and
fulfilling carcers.

Bt howe can one plan The futnre of work solution to problems like paving, in-demand roles, Embracing However, choosing
forasecure futurein - demands flexibility, ~Postinteriow rec Cbemecriypole Ifelonglearning  °Woriie carmer pait
such a rapidly evalving A nd Hon, career stagnation siotals are also in high e should nod be the sole aim
job market? Gone are adaptability a or redundancy. But one demnand, particularly in and ski =n im life, In fact, research
the days when careers in continunous learning o certainly try 1o stay the aMuent Gull countries, with Al may equip  from the UAE-based
engineering, medicme, the _hlﬂt o stay abreast mformed, be adaptable nofably Saudi Arabia and YOUNg m].p Sawiah Center, a think tank
mlitary or law guaranteed . anil recoenize the need the UAE, where oil and focused on countering

. . of new technologies ST : . : for long and R
fmancial stability and [or some essential =kills, Zas companies are prime extremist ideology,
fulfillment. The futwre of and pl‘ﬂEﬂI}Ei namely eritical thinking targets for hackers, ﬁllﬂl]lﬂ.ﬁﬂ'ﬂ]‘l’.‘l}l‘ﬁ sugmests that even students
worls demands Bexibsility, arw] problem-solving Beyond the tech sector, enrodled in technical or

adaptability and continuous leaming just
to stay abreast of new technologies and
practices. The alternatives, for individuals
as well as entine communities, are @ling
behind, becoming dependent on social
welfare programs or, worse, both.

The future can seem so daunting at times
that some young people justifiably wonder
il opting oul of the rat race allogether
might b the wisest choice. Indeed, the
concept of “lving flat,” a trend among some
yvoung professionals in China, appeals to
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Estabdahod in 1987 by
Prince Ahmad bin Salman bin Abdulagi
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creativity and innovation; data analysis andd

interpretation; digital literacy; commun
cation and collaboration; and emotional
telligence and empathy.

Mot everyone is cut out for a career in
soience, technology, engineering and
mwth, bt i is undeniable that STEM

eradiates are more likely to quickly secure

jobs and earn a good livelihood.

In both advanced and emerging econo-

mies, shills in data analysis, machine
learning and big data are highly sought
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specializing in software for industries like

i- automotive, acrospace or manufacturing
CHN OPEn many career opportunities,
The classic enginecring disciplines —

electrical, mechanical and cival -

emain

essential, especially with the rize of green
enerEy, smart clties and infrastrocture
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development,

Even [or those interested in STEM
but unsure about mastening it, plenty of
career oplions remain: digital marketing,
content creatbon, logistics and supply
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STEM courses should study social sciences

ar humanitles. These suhpects help o
cultivate *logie and critical thinking, which
discourages closed-mindedness and exces-
sive certainty.”

While pursuing low-risk, high-reward
educational paths s undoubtedly key
L career sucoess, e humanities and
social sciences have a vital role to play in
fostering the critical thinking and open-
mindedness essential for navigating an
ever-evolving, lech-driven world of work.
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FINANCIAL LANDSCAPE

KSA unveils plan to boost

11

Oar new strategy [ocuses on
attracting increased mvest
ments Lo the Sawdi economy,

Mohoammed El- Kuwalz
Capdtal Markssd ety Clidrmai

The Capital
Markel
Authority
plans o
introdoce
spaecial
Purpose
acguisition
companies
on the

parallel
markei.

Sauwdi Arabio
wdma fo doukle
the numbar

of companies
o shgage

otz Tl IR s and
Incrianing
ki vodurme
of managed
nasets. Fie

debt market, transparency

Strategy includes over 40 initiatives aimed at enhancing growth, efficiency

Manal &l-Barakatl #headh

sSawdi Arabia’s Capital
Market Authority has
unvelled a plan for
2024-2026 to develop a
robust delt market amd
enhance the international

competitiveness of ts asset
management Industry.

The sirategy eimphasiEes
safcpuarding  investors' nights
by increasing {ransparency
and ensuring market integrity.
It revolves around three main
pillars and  includes over 40
inthatives amed at boosting
market growth and efficiency.
A key aspect of this approach is
efthancing the stock market’s

ride in capital raising,

depositary reocipts. These
messures are designed o offer
mare diverse investment oqipsor-
tunities and make the market
more attractive to both domestic
and intermational investors.

Highlighting the plans bold
objectives, CMA Chairman
Mohammed El-Kuwaiz  sadcl:
"Our new stratcgy emphasizes
the creation of a vobust dekbi
market, the
the asset management mdustry,
and the attraction of increased
investments to  the national
LN ERTH |

The top official made these
remarks dunmng the Debt
Market=s and Dervatives Forum
held in Rivadh kst weels.

The plan focuses on Increasing
iransparency, Spurring innova:-

enhnncement ol

FASTFACTS

#® To stimulate market

activity and support Saudi
Arabia's broader financial

sector develepment goals,
the CMA is simplifying

the regulatory procosses

for offering, listing, and
raglatering debt Instruments.

® The new plan aims to
enhance the market's appoal
to forelgn investors, with

the goal of astablishing the
Saudi finanocial market as a

ragional and international
leader by the end of 2026,

market by creating regulatory
framewaorks lor green, social,
and sustainalde  deld  instru-

and support  Saudi | Arabaa's
broader financial sector develop-
ment goals, the CMA s simpll-
fvings the regidalory processes [or
offerimg, histing, and regestering
debt  instruments. The  olyjec-
tives include increasing the stock

market's value to BOLE percent of

gross domestic product by 20025,
up from G6.5 percent in 2018, and
expanding the debt instruments
market o 241 percent of GDP by
the same year,

In response to recent increases
in penalties and compensation
for market violations, El-Ruwaiz

highlighted the Importance of

protecting  tnvestor  interesis
“Trust s vital for a successful
markel.” he said, underscoring
the CMA'S commitment to devel-
oping class action compensa-

creating a transparent, account
able market environment thai
sirengthens investor conficdence.
Building on the successes of the
CMA's 2021-2023 aprnda, which
saw A significant 52 percent
increase N the number of listed
companics—irom 204 i 20]9
i over 310 by the end of 2023
the new strategic plan seeks to
further advance the marker.
These achievements have laid a
solidd foundation for the curment
strategy, highlizhting the global
recognition of the Saudi financial
market s expanding prominendce,
The new plan aims (o enhance
the markets appeal to forelgn
invesiors, with the goal of
establishing the Saadi hinancial
markel as a regional and inter-
national leader by the end of

STOCKS

Saudi
main index

cdges up
foclose at
11,.900.30

Roam Walld Fiyadh

saudl Arabla’s Tadawul All Share
Index rose by 5775 points, or 049
peroent, closing at 11,90:0.30 on
Suniday.

The total frading turmover
for the benchmark imdex was
SR414 billion (51,1 bdllion), with
138 stocks advancing and O
refreating.

Ini contrast, Nomi, the paralle|
market, fedl by BG5S points, or
(LG3 percent. ending the day al
25760405 The market saw 19
stocks advance whike 46 retreated
Meanwhibe, the MSCI Tadawul
Index increased by 702 points, or

.48 peroent, to close at 147860,

The top performer of the day
was Saudi Fisheries Co., whose
share price surged by G000
percent to SR25.35 Other notable
performers included Amlak Inter-
matbonal Flmance Coo amd Saudl

HIGHLIGHT

The total 'I:In.l:llnE turnover
for the benchmark index was
SR4.14 billion ($1.1 billion),
with 138 stocks advancing
and 80 retreating.

Arabian Cooperative Insurance
Co, O the downside, Al-Baha
Invesiment amd Development Co
expericnced the largest decline,
with its share price dropping by
a.50 pereent to SHOULT,

In corporate announcements,
Rivad Caplial, acting as the sole
financial adviser, lead manager,
bBook-munner, amd underwnter
for Fourth Milling Co’s initial
public offering, has announced
the offerning price range and the
commencement of the institu-
tional book-bullding period. The
price mnge has been set between
SIS and SRA3 per share, with the
Boal-banlding persod  unning
from Sepi. 15 to Seplla

The offering includes the zale
of 162 millbon ordinary shares,
representing 30 percent  of

To achieve this, the authority  ton in Anancial technology, and  ments. This alipns with the tion procedures and improving 2026, This includes doobling the | Fourth Milling=s cuwrrent share
plans to  infroduce  special  expanding financing options, global push toward environ-  the resolutton process for  number of companies lcensed | capital, The minimum number
purpose  aoguisition  compea- Addittonally, the CMA & mental, social, and governance complaints between nancial o engage in lntech activities | of shares that can be applied lor
mies on the paralle]l market and  focusing on  developing the  critena, institutions  aned  thedr clhients. and imcreasing the volume of | §s 300000, while the maximum
facilitate the issuance of Sandi  sukok and debt  instruments To stimulate market activity These oforts are aimed al manaped assets. 15 26,899 million shares.

GROWTH

Islamic banking assets in Om

Miguel Hadohity Fiyadh

The combined assets of Oman's
[slamic banks and wmdows
reached around 7.8 billkon Omani
rials (8202 hillion) by June, an 181
|II‘|'|:'I'I|| {Es p = L |.|'I:IlI|I| '||'II' =ime
perioed 1 2005,

According to data from  the
ceniral bank, the combined total
represeniled 114 percent of the

sultanate’s nmking sector assets,

The analvsls showed that total
hnancing provacled b thee Islanmic
bhanking sector rose by 104
percent, amounting to around 6.4
hillion rials.

Deposits in Islamie  fimancial
instifutions and windows also prew
by 147 percent, reaching nearly 6
billom rials by the end of June,

The growith In Oman aligns

with a broader regional trend,
A report by Moodv's Investors
Service  predicts  that  Isladmie
financing across the Gull Cooper-
ation Council will outpace
conventional banking, driven by
increasing demand for Shartah-
compliant hnancial prodiacts and
the stability of Islamic banks' net
pralit margins,

Unlike conventional banks.

mng;mqrﬂ'lhl-lllmh:l I:uml:]n_g'
in Oman aligns with a broader

reghlonal trend. Fle

Islamic  institutbons  benefid
from fixed-rate retall hnancing,
in=ulating them rom US Federal
Heserve monetary policy shifts,
As g result, GOC Islamic banks
are expected to maintain supserior
refurns on asets and a sHnger
mel profil margin compared (o
conventional counterparts.
Moodys sald that the profit-
ahility of Islamic fnancial

an record 18% surge

insgitations in the GOC  will
remain strong over the next 12
o I8 months, fuelsd by stable
il prices, ambiious economic
diversification efforts, and strong
business confidence,

Globally, the sukuk market s
alstr sel to expand, with Moody's
projecting issuance to reach $200

pix 5210 billkon in 2024, up Mrom
uncher 200 billioa in 2023,
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Mirmal Moroyanam Hiyooh

Satdl Arablas annoual
inflaiion raie reached
LG percent in Angust

compared to the same
maonth kast vear, driven
by higher housing costs,
oflicial data showed.

wccoring o the General
Authority for Statistics, actual
howsing renis surged by 107
PERCEnl Vear on vear (o AlEust,
with apartment rents rising by
108 percent.

sauddi Arabias inflation rate
remains among the lowest in the
Middle East and North Africa,
reflecting the Ringoom's proac-
tive measures o stabilize the
economy and mitigate the effects
of global price pressures

“The increase in this catesory
(housingl had a significant
impact on  maintaining  the
annual inflatdon rate for Augus
2024, pven the weight ths
group represents 21 percent,”
said GASTAT.

The latest report showed that
food amd beverage prices in the
Ringdom saw a shight increase
of 0.9 percent in August, while
restaurant amd hotel XTSRS
rose by LG percenl dunng the
same period.

In the education sector, costs
increased by L& percent in
August, driven by a 3.8 percent
rise in fees lor mlermediate and
secondary edwcation.

Prices for fumishing and
home equipment dropped by 3.5
percent, driven by a 6.2 percent
decline in the costs of furniture,
carpets, and flocring.

Clothing and footwear prices
[ell by 3.2 percent, and transgsor-
tation expenses decreased by 34
percent compared to August last
Vidr,

On a month-to-month  hasls,
Sauedit Arabia’s consumer e
mdlex edged up by O] percent i

Aupust.
The report sadd that the
monthly imflation was influ-

enced by a 0.4 percent rise in
housing, water, electricity, gas,
and other fuel costs,

GASTAT noste] a0 04
percent mionth-on-month
iTease in food and beverage
prices, while restaurant andd
hodel expenses grew by 0.2
percent,

Prices for education, personal

atsn

gonds  and  services,  health,
I:'II:||'||l||||1|:|'|l“||r|'-|_ i||1||_ ll::lllu'll:'l'lll
remainecl relativeldy stable

compared to July,

Avman Al-Savari, governor
af the Saudi Ceniral Bank,
highlighted the Kingdom's
suctess in maintiinimg  =table
inflation levels. atinbuting
it to the strong support of its
exchange rate policy

speaking at the 83rd mecting
of the Central Bank Govermors
Cormmittes of the Gulf Coopera-
Hom Counctl in Daha o aetl, 12,

he sancd that the average inflation

rate in Sawdi Arabla stood at 2
percent [rmm 2000 1o W00,

"Monetary  policies  stromgly
positively influence the effec
tiveness of public spending,
therehy supparting the olyjec-
Dves al economic diverslicat ion.
The exchange rate policy has
contributed positively  toward
the ability to formulate long-
term economic policies,”  said
Al-SavarL

He ackded: “Monetary
stability 18 an essential enabler

[or economic growth in the
Ringdom, with non-oil activilies
exXperiencing an average growih
rate of & percent from 2022 to
20257

Im  Aupgust,  Rivadh-hased
investmen! management  and
aivisory firm  Jadwa  Invesi-
menl shams] a similar outlook,
predicting that Saucdi  Arabada’s
inflation will decline to L7
percent in 20024, revised dow
fromm 2 percent, supported by
sivong non-okl sector growith and
lower prices in key areas

The analysis indicated that
falling prices In clothing,
foorwear, and transportation
have helped offset inflationary
pressurcs  from  the housing
market, This mirrors global
iremds, where easing demand

and mproved supply chains ane

STATIS

Housing costs drive August
inflation in Saudi Arabia to 1.6%

Wholesale Price Index rose by 3.2 percent in August compared to the same month last year: data

‘%

TICS

SALIDI ARABIA'S CPl INCREASED BY L6% IN AUGUST 2024

P anvrsl o by Caleggeny
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reducing price pressures.
Jadwa Invesiment said
housing costs continue to be
i mijor driver of inflation in
Sadl Arabia, partscukary i the
"rentals for housing™ scgment.

that

Prices in this category have
remained high due o strong
chermand tizht  rental
market, further stramed by high
interest rates that are leading
e Sadis 1o rent rather than
purchase homes,

TR AL

Whaolesale Price Index
In a separate report, GASTAT
revealed that Sawwdi  Arahias
Whadesale Price Index rose by
dva peeroent in August compared
to the same month last vear,

[he authority attributed the
increase In WPL to a rise in
the prices ol RRTE Transport-
abde poods, which chmbed by
3.1 peroent, This was primanly
driven by higher expenses for
basic chemicals and  refined

petrolewr which
surged by 1509 percent and 132
percent, respectively.

The report also noted a 0.4
PETCENT  Vear-on-year increase
in the prices of agriculivueal and
fishery ]1|'|||||:|_'I5-: Kl Adigiast.

The costsof ores and minerals el
by AT percent in August compared
fo the same period In 2023
while prices for metal products,
machinery, and equupment sw a
glight decline of 0L] percent.
proclucts,
bseverares. iobacen, and texiiley
remained  largely  unchanged
during the month.

Saudi Arabia’s W] saw a slighi
manthly increase of 0.2 percent,
driven by a 0.2
the prices of other transportable

products,

Prices of food

[eETeEnl Hse In

el s,
“Prices of meial prodocts,
machinery, and  equipment

ncreased by 0.3 percent month
on-month in Auwpust, as a resuli
of a (.89 percent increase in the
|:-|'i-:'|"-i al Transport equipment.”
sald GASTAT.

The rmeport alse =apd that
expenses  for food products,
bseverages, tobacco, and textiles
fell by 0.2 percent in

compared o July, driven by a

LTSRS

06 peroent drop in the prices of

mmead, fish, frudts, vegetables, ofls,
anicl lats, as well as a 0.2 percent

7

o
The

average
inflation

rale in
Saundi
Arabia
stosini] at 2

percent
from 20004
to 200235,
Ayrnan Al-

Sayari
."ﬂ.l'r'.f- _5-"r':" |

Sowdl Arntrins
inftntion rade
romans among
the lowest

in MEMA,
raflecting the
Kirngdom's
proactive

moosures to
atabllize tha

ECOfeaTYy,
Raditers File

clecline in dairy product prices,

The prices of agricultural and
fishing products decreased by
(1.1 percent, duc to a 11 percent
drop in the cost of live animals
aned ankmal products,

Average prices
In a scparate report, GASTAT
highlichted notable shifts in

the average prices of goods and
services across Saudd Arabia in
AnrEust.

The authority reported that
prices of lescal fomatoes sl
By 19,54 percent compared to the
previows month, while imported
iomatoes saw a 983 percent
increase during the same period.

Lascak
expenienoed a month-on-month
price risc of 4.94 percent in
Aupust. followed by medinm
focial potatoes and  Pakistani
mangoes, with prices climbing
415 percent and 4.08 percent,
respectively.

Om the other Band, the price of
dates dmpped by 1066 percent
in August compared to July, and
local figs saw an H27 percent
cbecline.

These reports from GASTAT
eller a comprefensive view of
the variouns factors influencing
inflation and the cost of lving in

Lthe Kingdom

children's deapers
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region eases in August

STARTUP WRAP

Investment in MENA

Saudi Arabia records nine deals worth S16 million, says report

MNowr E}-Shaed Fivadh

Investment in the Middle
East and North Africa
eased in Angust with total
Minding reaching 583
million across 30 roumds.

This rellects a 76 percent drogp
from July’s 5355 million and a 24
percent vear-on-yvear decrease,
according to Wamda and Digital
Digests monthly report,

Unlike months,
August dd nod  see any
megacenls, with the largest
roadndd w1 AE-based
Yuze's 330 million deal. Debt
financing plaved a minimal role,
accounting for only 3 percent of
the tedal rlsed capdral.

The UAE once again led the
region in startup investments,
as 13 UAE-based startups raised
555.7 million.

sauchh Arabia folbowed with
316 million secured across nine
deals. Ezyvpt, which had been
a top performer in July, saw a
sharp decline, raising just 57.6
million from four deals, while
Ruwait made it to the top four

g = CRVES

with a single deal — Rem's 3
million raise.
]II".I!'!&HZII' 1Nl eires] |'l|'|'||.i|'|l|:|_"l|'|

concentrated on fintech, which
continued (o be the most funded
seclor lor the third consecn-
tive month, rasing 554 mitlion
acros=s cight deals. Webd also
regained MnEnium,
securing 515.5 million in
three rounds, whibe food
tech reappearsd on the
scene, raising $2 milhon
through four deals.

The month was dominated
by early-stage Tunding, with
two startups raising a total of
S189 million in Serkes A rounds,
andd five slartups raksing ¥15.6

million m seed rounds, Seven

slartups did nod disclose their
funding stages, accounting
[or £335.4 million of the {ofal
iy estment.

Business-to-business  models
remained  highly  attractive
o Investors, with 13 startups
ralsing 46 million, Business-
lo-consumer models attracted
515 million across fve rounds,
while the remaining flunds went
o startups operating in both
RIS

Femabe-led startups contined
o face challenges in raising
capital, just 03
percent of the total investment
I August. Only one female-
founded startup, Powder Beauty,
raized] an undisclosed pre-series
A round, and another female
cn-Toncled slarup receiverd] o
S150.000 accelerator grant.,

The MENA enitreprencurial
eeosystem  also  z=aw  other
notable developments  in
August, including the forma-
tion of the Waad Investment
firtn, a coalition of Gulf-hased
[amily ollices targeting a 5200
miitllion [und, and a S100 million
fund launched by Singapore
based Gate VYentures and
the Blockchain Center in

seCiring

Abu Dhabi 10 promote WehS
innovation

I By,
launched the

T-Venouhator
“Where's  the

Egypt-based
fintech Payrmab

secured an additional $22
milflion In a series B extenséon

round. Soopied

Probfem® mitlatve to suppor
the local startup coosystem.

On the mergers amd acqui
silions fronfl. August saw the
UAE-based property crowd-
fundmg  platform  Maisour
aoquired by Meteora Devel-
opers, while  Ruwaili-hased
proplech Sakan acquired Qatan
compamy Hapondao,

NUMBER

$99./m

The UAE led the ragion in
startup investments, as 13

startups raised $55.7 million.

Flaphap raises $34m
UAE-based  fimlech  FlapERap
raised 534 million in a pre-series
A round consisting of both
el and equity hnancing. The
roind was led by BECO Capital,
with additional participation
froam Pact VT, AlS, Nelude, QED
Investors, and dett financong
from Channeld Capatal.

Founded in Egvpt in 2022 by
Ahmad Coucha, KEhaled MNassef,
Sheril Bichara, and Kunal Haris-
inghani, FlapRap offers revenwe-
based and embedded finance
sutions to help small and
meslinm-sized enterprises scale
up their inventory and digital
atl spending with fast access 1o
capital and the Nexibility to pay
later,

The new capital wall enabde
Flaphap to cxpand its SME
financing  services  across
the Gulf and the broader
Mickdle Easi
Company previousty  rasded
53.6 million in a seed rowund,
bringing itz todal funding 1o
S0 million

region, The

Paymob secures $22m
Epyvpt-based finfech  Paymob
secured an additional £22 million
in a series B oextension round,
bringing the company's total
series B funding to 572 million.

The round was led by EBRI
Venture Caplial, with participa-
tion [rom  Endeavor Catalyst,
a5 well as existing  investors
including FayPfal YVentures, BIL,
FMO, AlS, Nolude, and Helios
DiEiial Ventures.

Founded n 2005 by Islam

shawky, Alain El-Hajj, and
Mastafa El-Menessy, Pavimob
IR L T cligatal paymenl

soduition=s o both online and
offline merchants.

HissaTech ralses S866k

S Arabia-based  proplech
HissaTech rased SHIS milbon
GG 164 i a pre-seed round bed
by undisclosed angel investors.

Founded in 2024 by All
Al-Shareef, HissaTech provides a
platform that allows individoals
o co-own properties, offering
rental  income  and  polential
capital gains, making property
invesiment more accessible Lo
smaller investors.

The company plans to use the
fumding to expand s customer
hase, enhance (s digital
platfiorm, and build strategic
partnerships within the property
tech sector,

Oyster reaches

£1.2bn valuation
Lebanese-founded Oyster radsed
S50 mallkon i ats latest senes D
funding round. reaching a valua-
tion of $1.2 billion.

Founded by Lebanese entrepre-
mweur Tony JAmogs, [ COHTEany
offers a payroll and  human
resources platform that special-
izes in distributed workforces or
giobal emplovient,

>Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Erowith

China's indusirial
output up 4.5%
year on year

China's industrial output
growih in August expanded
b5 pErcent year on year,
slowing from the 50 percent
pace in July and marking the
slowesl growth since March,
official data showed on Sat-
urday.

Retail sales, a key gange of
cofsumption, mose only 2.1
pereent in August despite the
summert travel peak, decelerat-
ing from a 2.7 percent Increase
in July. Analysis had expected
retadl sales, which have been
anacmic this year, to grow 2.5
percent.

China’s oll refinery outperd
fedl Tor a Gilth month. Reuters

Laws

UL firms fear
tougher job
regulation

British businesses ane waortied
that greater prodections for
emplovees planned by the
newly elected government will
make [ myore risky to hire new
sfall, the Confederaton of Brit-
15h Indusiry said on Sunday,

Labour pledged in its clec
tion campaigm to require em-
plovers to affer all stafl paren-
tal leave, guarantesd minimum
hours, sick pay and protection
from unfair dismizsal.

Under current law!, stafl
emploved for bess than two
vears can be dismissed withowt
an employver needing to prove
nuscanduct oF poor perfor-
mance, Reuters

Chart of
THE DAY

As of April 2024,
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FOR THE TRAIN ORF ON THE PLANE

Better Places

ROBERT RASAMUSSEN

Explora the transformative
journey of embracing
compassion and authenticity
in the workplace with “Better
Placas.”

Robert Rasmussen,

founder and CEQ

of Aglle Gix, brings

his vision af what a
business community
Can aspire to become,

Polley

US Fed likely
o announce cui
in interest rate

The Federal Heserve is gearing
ups i annotmce i85 first interest
rate cul for more than four
vears on Wednescay, with poli-
cvmakers expected to debate
hosw big a move to make less
than two months before the 75
presidential election.

scmior ofliceals al the LS cen-
tral hank including Fed chair
Jerome Powell have in recent
wietks indicated that a rate cul
is coming this month, as infla
tion cases toward the bank’™s
lomg-term target of 2 percent,
and the abor market continues
Lo cood, The Fed has repeatedly
stressed it will make 1= dect-
sion on rate cuis based solely
omn the economic data. Reuters

Rooted in the timelsss
witsdom of Ahimsa, or
nonviclence, this heartfelt
narrative moves bayond tha
zaro-sum game of winners

and losers to raveal the

profound impact of our
i words and actions on
tha world arownd us

says A review published
on goodroads.com.

Digital

Switzerland
umveils

supercomputer

Switzerland inavgurated its
new supercompaiter called Alps
— e af the workd's [sies] —
which it hopes will help place
the country first for trust
waorthy artificial intellizence
scutions. The ETH Zurich
uriversity officially inaugu-
ratedd Alpes al the Swiss Nalonal
Supercomputing Centre in
Lugano, southern Switzerland.

“Alps k5 an expression of our
vision of a future characterized
by knowledge and progress”
Economy, Education and He-
search Mindster Guy Parmelin
saicl i a speech al the CSCS sile,

In June, Alps was ranked as
the world's sixth most power-
ful supercomputer. AFP

o Fallow frub News Briefs all through the day SilirabNews
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We're excited 1o unlock unbeatable
fares for our customers on the newly

announced route to London,

Andras Rado
e off CoiveyarE =i e and
Cheor farriyeey] AMTaka, 'WATZ Ak

Or
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AFFORDABLE TRAVEL

Wizz Air announces hew
London Gatwick-Jdeddah route

Wizz Air, Europes  [astes)-
growing and most environmen-
tally sustainable airline, has
launched a new direct route
between Lopdon Gatwick andd
Jeddah, starting om Manch 31,
2025 This new route wnder-
sooes WizE Ar's dodication to
expanding ils presence in Sawdi
Arabia, offering travelers more
options and affordable  fares,
Tichets are now available on
wizzadr.com and the Wizz Adr app,
with prices starting from £116.99,

Wiz Air's new Lomwion Gatwick
bt Jeddah route will operaie
daily all year round, connecting
two vibrant cities. This strategic
sdditlon o Wier Alr's petwork
highhght=s the arline’s commait-
ment to providing affordable and
arorssthle travel options while
strengthening ties between Saudi
Arabia and the UK

Uver the past three vears, Wiz
Alr has sksmificantly Increased ifs
caApaciy In Sadl Arabin, Intm-
dhicing numerois new moutes and
enhancing travel opéions, while
condrtbuting to  the couniry's
connectivity in line with Vision
2030 andd following a parinership
agrrement with Sawdl  Tounsm
Authority fo  Increase  connec-
ivity 1o Ewrope and boost fabomd
visilors,

This route is one of many offer-
ings that will leverage the Airbus
AJNXLERS extended range and
effickency, revolutionizing inter-
contmental trave] and making i
maore accessibbe than ever before,

“The Airbus ATXIXLRE is the

gl 1 0as o il jug ._‘_IIHJ:-'.‘_,L::EJ.,QJ-.?E-ﬂ-'.’? gup!

Launching a new destinatien » Air from Jeddah to Londo

most cost-cfficient arcraft of its
class and, given the enhanced
range capabality, it enables Witz
AIr to connect the urthest dest-
nations in its network and further
expand if, connecting cultures
and rontinents. Were  excibed
to unlock unbeatable lares [or
pir  cusomers on  the newly
announced route to London,

while offering the most sustain-
able apthon for lving,” sadd Andras
Rade, head ol communications
and povermment affars, Wiz
Air, during a press conference in
Jeddah, "We are already fRying
several 5-6 hour beng wlivs-low-
cosl roules with greal satislaction
to our customers, and the XLR
fextra-long range) will extend our

HIGH
n LIGHT

outstanding value proposition to
T-B-hour long Mighes"

Thee nesw adrcralt type, a lirst in
the regon, s the most cost-¢ffec-
tive in its class, more sustain-
ahle due to less fuel burn and
designed (o operate intercontl-
mental Mights of up to 7-8 hotirs,
revolutionizing  the  long-haul
travel market.

Owver the past
thres years,
Wizz Air has
slgnificantly

increased its
capacity in
Saudi Arabia,
intreducing
NUMHEroUS New

]Edl:l-.l- Lo routes and

enhanoing
travel options.

% o ui

Arrdras Rado, head
of commumcations
and genermmont
fdh affabs, Wiz

Lo, Alr, and Kimimes

Ructsalainen,

gunerad manager of
awlation busineus

duvalopmart
Juddah Arparts
Company.

"W as an airport are delighted
i offcr affordable fares for
car custopers on the  nesdy
announced route to London
Cratwick while providing the Wiz
Alr's new rowite as an option for
fravebing to the TR sud Kimmo

Ruotsalainen, general manager of

avigtion business development,
Jeddah Alrports Company.

SEAMLESS CONNECTIVITY

Gulf Air expands
European network
with SKY express

Cull Air, the national carmer of
Bahrain, announced a new special
provate  agreement with  SKY
express, the mult-awarded Greek
airtine. This one-way SPA allows
Gl Air passengers (o seamlessly
conect onto SKY express flights,
opening up mew travel opportuni-
bies to Gireece and beyond.

Specifically, Guif Air passen-
gers can fly and connect througsh
Athens to 32 destinations across
Greece, Tnler this AETERImEend,
passengers traveling rom Europe

via key hubs like Rome, Milan,
Paris, Mumnich, Frankfurt, and
London — can enpoy  seambess
connections with a single ticket
from their city of departure
through Athens 1o Bahrain, and
omward o Gull AIrs exiensive
metwork,

This parinership signifcantly
expands Gulf Airs network and
strengthens its presence in Greece
ane Enrope, providing passengers
with even more travel opions and
CONVETIENCE,

A Gull Alr spokesperson sald:
"This parinership wilth 5KY

express signifies a key slep m
Gulfl Alr's network  expansion
sirategy, broadening our reach
and strengthening our  market
]:I|1'!-.-I"|1I'l!"i|:II:.I:||'II:|]II‘.E'i}'I.'IIJllILIE'I_'Illl}[
our network to SKY express, we're
cdffering our passengers enhanced
irnve| EAPEETCes 10 Grreel dhesdj-
nations with seamless connec-
tivity, and more travel options to
choose from.”

(rerasimos Shaligas, chilef
commercial afbcer of SKY exXpiress,
sapcl, "Our parinership with Gudl
Alr marks a significant milestone in
SKRY express's international expan-
siom, enhancing connectivity for
PEssCTECTs across  Greece  and
ehohal destinations via Bahrain
By offering seambess travel with
i :-=||||;|-e: Dcked, we are providing a
more convenent and comprehen-
sive travel experience. Thas collab-
oraftton brings mutual benefits to
bl airtines and our passengers”

This agreement marks another
milestone in Gull Air's comimnit-
ment to expanding = network
and offering passengers greater
Hexiality and convenenoe

TRANSPORT LEADERSHIP

Siemens Mobility names
CEO for Saudi Arabia

stemens Mobihty, a prowider of rail
transpart sdutions, has appointed
Frank Hagemeier as the new CED
for Saudi Arabaa, Previously serving
ag the CEQ of Semens Mobhility
Division im the Netherlamis and
China, Hagemeler brings a wealth
of expersence and expertise o lis
ey ol

As CEQ, Haprmeser will b
responsibde  for  the sirategic
planning amd husiness devel-
opsnent of Skemens Mobdl-
iy’ products and seTvices
m Sanuck Arabia, His leader-
ship and strategic vision
will be crucial inenhancing
the company's growih
and strengthening
s position a8 a
ey |||:|].'|':r 1 U

Lt A
Leon Soulier,
CEO of Semens

Mohility Middle Easi
A, sk “We are
clelgdited o apgaoint
Frank Hagemeier as

Frank Hagemeier.

the new CECY of Stemens Mobifity
for Saudi Arabia. Frank's extemsive
operational expertise and strong
beacership ahilites will be instru-
mental o delivering  advanced
amd  sustainable  transporiation
solutions for Saudh Arahia. The
country s developing at o remark-
ahle pace, amntl Frank's expenence
in inlernational mohility projects,
along with his long-term experi-
ence at Slemens, will be invalu-
able  In
Arabia’s armbitkos goals,”

spporiing  Saucl

Following his umiver
sity graduation, Hagemeser
began his transportation

carcer in the aviation industry
with Fokker Aircraft. He subse-
quently worked in various
AT [rElinns
for  chfferent  tradiic-
anc transporta:
tion-related
conpanies. In
20002, hee poined
Silemens
as  Mobiliy CED
for the Nether-
lands and further

expamded has  gobal  expen-
cnce while serving as CEOQ of the
Siemens Mobility Division in China
from 2006 to 2HH. While there,
his main responsibility was o
strengthen Siemens’ positions in
the huge Chinese hieh-speed and
metr markets. Following his lerm
m China, e relocated to Germany
and held a mumber of manaperment
positions at the Sicmens Mobility
headgquariers.

Slemens Mobility  has  estab-
lished a sigmificant foolprnnt in
saudi Arabda since 2006 with 18
vears of transformative contri-
partions (o the reglons transpor-
fation  infrestructure.  Among
other projects, the company
implemented the frst European
Traln Contpod Svstem profect in
the GOC for the East-West Ral
Line providing passenger and
freight transport between Hivadh
and  Dammam.  Furthermore,
the company's myvolvemenl in
the Haramain High-5peed Radl
project underscores its commit-
et 1o poneering high-speed mil
solulions i the region,

Corporate
Briefs
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Art & Culture

American
Express partners
with Dubai Opera

American Express Miclkdle
Easl has announoed & new
partnership with Dubai
Opera as “Official Payments™
partner, This partnership
reflects both ofganizations’
dedication to promoting arts
and culture, offening Ameri-
can Express card members in
the regton exclusive access
and unique opportunitics

to engage with world-class
performances throughout the
UPCERTANG seasons [rom Sep-
tember to May 2036, Amert-
can Express Middle East will
he sponsoring four produoc-
tions annually, each carefully
sl denn] g immer=e s el
members in enchanting nar-
ratives of wonder. romance,
and cultural oelebration.

Data Thaft
Backdoor targets
users of WeChat,

DingTalk

Hilhlli'l"hl'l_lu |'-e':-.-|.*:||1:'|:|-|'|'.-. have
identified a machs vanan! of
the HZ Hat backdoor target-
ing users of WeChat amnd
DingTalk, two popaalar Chi-
nese messaging platforms.
The mabware, first detected
on Windows systems, now
threatens macOs, potentially
enabling lateral network
movement and data theft
“Raspersky cxpoert analysis
shows the macOs backdoor
gathers information such as
the viclim's username, work
emeall address and phone
nuraber from DingTalk and
WieChat s unprotected data
hiles,” said Sergey Puzan, mal-
ware analvst at kaspersky.

Education
3 schools open
in Abu Dhabi’'s

Zayed City

The Abu Fhiakd Invesiment
OfMice, i collaboration with
the Abu Dhabs Department
of Education and Encwledge
and a multinational consor-
tium led by Plenary Group
and BESIX o, s
rated thres state-ol-the-art
schools in Abu Dhabi’s Zaved
Chty. The new educational
factbities represent the first
timie that school infrastroec
ture lias been developed in
the UAE under a pubilic-pri-
ville parinership moch |
Compdeted on schedulbe andd
withun budpget, the project
has sigmificantly enhanced
Aba Dhabi'’s educational
landscape by ensuring addi-
tional capacity for 5,360 siu-
denits, from kindergarten to
Grade 12, for the 20084- 2005
academic year and beyond.



Micknarmed ‘The Reaper,” Saudl fighter Tl
Abduah Al-Cabtani s undefeated in his
PFL career and hins been iImpressive so far.
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MIAED MARTIAL ARITS

Jordan's Al-Hayassat
not fazed by partisan

Al-Qahtani crowd in Riyadh

The two featherweight contenders will meet in next Friday s semifinal main event

luhllb H-ill'n'l .--.Il:I'

Jordan’s Alzl-rll:-lr.:uuunn
Al-Hayassatl won't just

be lacing title Favorite
Abhdullah Al-Qahtani from
Saudl Arabia, but he'll
also be going against a
partisan hometown crowd
at the PFL MENA 3 In
Rivadh on Sept. 240,

The Fowe featherweight
contenders will meet In next
Fricdavs semiflinal
with a chance al moving on o

meEEn  evenl

the PFL MENA 3 Champlonships
i B e,

The Saudi Aghter, mcknamed
"The Reaper,” s undefeated in his
PFL career and has been impres-
sive in PFL MENA =0 far, Facing
him in his hometown makes it
an even bizger challenge for his
e,

Al-THayassal, =aAVs
that he snt faced by the hostile
cromvil

"Even thoush the Aght is on
my opponents turf and in front
ol his croad, this won't affect my
motake” he sad, “The semilinal

Tsvever,

o8

Even though the tight
is on my opponent’s
turf and in front of his
crowd, this won't
affect my morale.
The semifinal
match is very
important to

.,
Abdelrahmon
Al-Moaynssat

-
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i
-
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match 8 very important to me
Winning it will take me to the
final and bnng me closer to
achieving the title”

To prepare for the bizzest fight
of his life, Al-Hayassat took his
training to another bothed For
combat sporis: Thailand.

“I've prepared well for the
fght with a TO-day (raining
camp in Thailand, one of the
best camps I've had. 1 focwsed
on the sirategy that

will emable me to

defeat Al-Qahtani”
bt shiired.

When Al-Havassal anl
Al-Gahtani  step  inside the
SmartCage, the former plans on
shrocking the world and silencing
the Saudi fans in attendance.

“T've worked hard on the neces-
sary techniques for the fizht. My
sSaudi opponent will be surprised
by my level” Al-Havassal sabd.

“He will face a different Abdul-
rahman than the one he Enows
I'm confident that I win and
make it to my first final because

I've prepared evervihing
FH=CEssily R .:|'|:|:|".-|' '|.'t|'1-|:||'_'.-'."

hee= aclched,

Walvirs remiln withouwt & win 16 the English Premier Leagee this season as Nowcastle Unled's greater quality proved decislve after the break on Sunday. AFF

FHEMIER LEAGUE

Newcastle United strike back to win at Wolves

AFP Wokanrbmrmpion, LUK

Harvey Barnes' siunning sirike
sefit Wewceastle third o the
Premier League on Sumday after
coming from behund o win 2-1 at
Waolves,

Marlo Lemina had swepl the
home side imto a first-hall lead at
the end of a swift counter-attack.

However, ‘Wolves remain
without a win in the Premier
Leagune Lhls seasan as New s ey
greater guality proved decisive
after the break.

The Magpics' performances
have been far from convincing so
far thig 2eason, Yei, Eddie Howes
mien have still picked up 10 podnts
from a possible 12,

I Te i

lacklu=ter opening &5 minutes

respondded o another

with a tnple hall-tme change
with Alexander [sak among thosc
to come off at the break.

Meweastle could have [found
themselves -0 down before the
hghtback started wien Jorgen
Strand Larsen smashed off the
pist.

Instead, fortune favored the
visitors when Schar’s speculative
shot Aicked off the head of Craig
Pawson and flew bevond Sam
Tosh s o,

Barnes msedksd no such luck as
he arrowed a rocket into the top
corner 10 minotes from time to
sisatch all three points.

Neweasthe  still requdred  a
brilkiant save from Nick Pope Lo
deny Matheus Cunha o stoppage
time amd beave Waolves in the
oo thiree

HIGHLIGHT

The Magpies' parformances
have beon far from convincing
a0 far this ssason. Yet, Eddie
Howe's men have still picked
up 10 points from a possible 12,

However, they survived to
move level with second-placed
Arsenal, just two points behingd
Manchester City,

Elsewhere, Dermck  Roehin's
Gith mimute goal ifted Wernder
Hremen to a 2-1 win at Mainz
during their HBundesliza match
on Sumday, desplte having 1o play
the final half an howr with 10 men

Marvin Duchksch gave Bremen
Ui leadd Trom the spot after Justin

Miinmah was fouled in the box,

with the mgured plaver taken
fronm the ficld as a result of the
collision.

With former Mainz manager

Jargen Klopp waiching on
fromm the stands, the hosts it
back through Jae-sung Lee,

who tapped n aler goalkeeper
Michael Zetterer spilled the ball
at his fert.

Bremen's chances of taking all
three paoints looked dim when
Marco Friedl saw stradght red lor
a last-man Toul with 60 mnules
remaning, but Rochn's goal just
mine minutes bter put them in
the driver's seal,

Zetter redeemed himselfl for hns
crrar with a string of late saves to
keep Bremen on track for thelr
fhrsel win of the sesesan.

Foair-timee Germnan champaons

Bremen hoish the rounsd In
cighth, ahead of Maine: who sit
15th.

BKlopp took over as Mainz
manager after retiring from the
club as a player, before moving
B cosach Horessla Dortmuand ancd
then Liverpool,

Earlier on Sundday, goals from
Marius Wolf, Phillip Tictz amd
Yusuf Kabadayi took Ausshurg to
d 3-1 Bundesliga home win over
proandted St Pauli,

Cme-time  Germany  delender
Wi, whi  moved from
Dortmumd to Augsburg in the
summer, hroke the deadlock
with a superb curling sirike three
minutes into the second half.

Tietz doubled the home slde's
bexdl weithh a well-placed header on

the B7-mnute mark.

Sport

Briefs
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Viral infection
Al-Nassrsay
Ronaldo to
miss Iraq trip

Al-Nassr's captain Cristiano
Honaldo is umwell doe to a
viral infection, acconding to
an officlal staterment released
b his cluh,

The team's doctor said
that Ronaldo requires ress
anwd will nod accompany
Lher sicde on thedr trip to g
for their Asian Champions
League clash.

He will now miss the AFC
Champlons League match
against Al-Shorta in Baghdad
on Monday.

The club’s statement
confirmed that Bonaldo's
conditéon is being closely
mionitored and that Al-Nassr
extended thelr wishes fora
speedy recovery, AN

Sweltering heat

huwait board

quits after
match chaos

The entire board of Ruwait's
football governing body has
resiptved after fans were befi
iy :-:'.l.-e'|I-|-'|'||:Lg fempeEranires
For hours during a World Cup
qualiher against Iradq.

Eoard membsers quit after
an inguiry into ticketing
and kogistical probdems thid
e the match at the
G0, 000-capacity Jaber Al-Ah-
el International Stacium,
the Ruwail Football Assodcia-
tom said in a statement. AFP

Impressive win

Piastri wins

Azerbaijan
Grand Prix

Oscar Plastn claimed an im-
pressive second victory of his
||l|r',.u.'||l:|.i|:|.: Career on Sundiav
wivent he drove his MoLaren
to a well-judped trivmph
ahead of Ferraris Charles
Leclere ina tense Azerbiajan
Grrand Prix.

The 5-vear-old Australian’s
victory enabled McLaren (o
replace Hed Bull as leaders of
the constrnictors’ champaon-
ship, ending the champions'
two-year dominance, in a race
of attritbon that ended under
a Virtual Safety Car following
a spectacular late collision be-
twecn Carlos Samz of Ferman
and Red Bull's Sergio Perez as
they hatiled for third. AFP
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a Beriefs all through the
day mhrabMows
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US rock band sana' s Addbotiom
apalogized to fans for an onstags
ahtesrcation in Boston thot saw
singer Perry Farredl throw o panch
at gultarist Dave Nawvarro. The
band afferad a 'heartTelt apology”
and canceled |t naxt concart,

TheSix
Guacamole Day

Try thiese Arabized
dishes as the 1S marks
National Guacamole Ty,

Guacamole
with molasses

Mash three avocados and
add two tablespoons of lemon
Juice: half a white ondon,
chopped: & quarter cup of
tahini; and one tablespoon of
[ IH IS ERRHIES minkisses,

Lebanese-siyle
guacamaole
Aickd a roasted orange bell
pepper to four mashed
avocados, Add a tablespoon
Gl e ke 1'I:|I.-!"|-:||t':|.-1; LW
cloves of ganic; cumin, simadc,
conander and Aleppo pepper.

-y
\

Spley guacamole

Mash three avocados anid
adld two tablespoons of lemon
Juices; haldl a while: oo,
chopped; a quarter cup of
tahini; jalapsemnos and za'atar,

B

Preservied
lemon gunacamaole

The samme pescipe as above, thii=
soir and tangy treat replaces the
witite ondon with half a red onion

ichopped) and a tablespoon of

chopped preserved lemon.

Crunchy guacamaole

Combine two avocados with
pomcEranate molasses, lemon
juice, a diced red ondon,
amdl pumplin seseds and
pomegranate secds.

Avocado muitabal

switch out the traditional
egeplant for an avocada and vou

el i smoky and sour dip,
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lle Deadwyler

shows off Elie Saab
look in New York

Arnbh Mews | oal

US actress Danielle
Deadwyler showed off a
bubblegum pink cocktail
dress by Lebanese
designer Elle Saab at a
screening of “The Piano
Lesson”™ in New York.

The autfit hailed [rom Saabs
sSpring Summer 20024 Ready-
fo-Wear collection amd featured
a belted waist with a slightly
Howing skirt.

Deadwyler stars in "Thoe
Plamo Lesson,” an American
drama directed by Malcolm
Washingtan, who ¢o-wirole the
screenplay wath Yargil Williams,

St to hit US theaters
on Nov. &, it will stream
wiorldwide on Netflix on Nov.
22 and stars Samuc| L. Jackson,
John David Washington, Ray
Fisher, Michael Poits, Ervkah
Baclu, Skyvlar Alecce Smith,

Froen left: Katin Washington, Todd Black, dohn David Washington,
Conjelle Dendwyler, Malcolm Washington, and Doresen 5t. Félix
pttend Netflic's "The Plane Leasson” scraening in New York, &FF

andd Coirey’ Hawiins,

The hilm 1= based on Augast
Wilson's 1987 Pulitzer Prize
winning play of the same name.

It ks set in 1936 Pittsburgh
during the altermath of the
Great Depression and follows
the lives of the Charles Gamily
as they decide what 1o do with

an heirloom, the fumily piano,
which is decorated with designs
carved by an enslaved ancestor.

The director spoke (o
Dieacdline about the upcoming
release, saving: = The Mano
Lesson” is a story that centers on
a brother and sisters disagree-
ment on what todo with a

family heirloom, bul uncker-
ncath the surface 15 a story

about ancestry, legacy, and how
the decisions thal our ancestors

made alfect the lves we |lved
Rincliagy,

“When I Airst read the script, 1

was in a place in my life where |
was digitizing a bunch of family
photos, and 1 was looking at the
faces of my ancestars, thinking
about the lives that they lived
and the connection Lo MYy Wik,
a0 when [ actually read the
text ik=elf, it really spolke to
me in a way that forced me to
eiEage with the material in a
meaningful way,"” he adced.
Thee filim al=o plaved at the
Toronto International Film
Festival in September, with
Deadwyler hitting the red
carpet tn s Dior Resort 20625
metallic cmbroidered dress
that riffed on the current Joan
of Arc-inspired trend with its
armor-stvie aesiheti

DEMENIIA

ﬂ-t'mi Moore

gives update on

Bruce Willis’
healih

A News Dubal

U5 actress Demy Moore spoke
abant her ex-hushand Bruce
Willes' health, saying he 15 7in
& stable place™ afier a previous
frontotemporal dementia
diapmosis,

Maoore, who stars in upooming
bady horror lilm “The
Substance.” appeared on an
episode of "The Drew Barry
mare Show” where the pair
diseussed their previous work
om 2000%'s *Charlie's Angels: Full
Throttle” in which Willis has a
D role.

MWoore was marriec to Uee
actor from 1987 to 2000 and
said: “Given the givens, he is
in a stable place ... what 1 say
1o my Kids is you meet them
where they're at, You don’t haold
o1 0 Who they were or wheal
yiril wiant them to be, but who
they are in this moment.” Moore

Da=mi Ma-Dra

and Willis share three children:
Rumer Willis, Scout Willis and
Tallulah Willis.

Ire 2022, Willis stepped
Wy [nom acling fodboaange i
diagnosis of aphasia, a condition
that affects the way one comomiu
micates. In 20023, his famdly
announced the conditlon had
||-e'1.'|.'|_u|.|-e'-:?| o ranfotempaoral
dementin

This vear, Willis" wife, Emma
Heming Willis, slammeed rumors
aboul her husband's condition
in a statement on social media.

“1 need society and whoso-
ever s writing these stopdd
bz linee= i slOp SCarifig peojle.
Stop scarnng people to think
that once they zet a diagnosis
of some kind of neurocognitive
disease that, “That's it. Its over.,
Let's pack it up. Nothing else
fo s here, we're done’ No.
It is the complete opposite of
thatl, OR>

INTERVIEW

Princess Nourah ‘breathes new life’ into Asprey collection

Rahaf dambl Hyad

British luxury company Asprey is
continuing its collaboration with
saikdl Prineess Nourah Al-Faksal,

the Founder of Nuun Jewels, with
il relmagined version of Asprev’s

Feather Jewelny Collection.

I'he new collection, desigmed
by Princess Nourah, comes after
she collaborated with the laked
o a Cajebe codlechon of bags in
July 200E3,

“When 1 approached this
codlection, | saw an opportuanity

b breathe new life into

Asprey's ieonic feather designs,
[ wanied to honor that beeacy

while infusing it with the
playTulness amd innovaticn
that's become SYTIONVINOAES
with the bramdl,” she told
Arab News of the new
launch.

The original Feather
collection draws inspira-
Bon from roval hermalodry,
featunng designs that echo
thie feathers adorming the
Primce of Wales's herakdic

badee, where three white
ostrich feathers emerse from
a pold comonet. Now, Princess
MNowura has put her own spin
amn the collection with her
slgmature acsthetic visible in
the chmce of materials,
Colored Hlanium is
compemented by sparkling
pemstones ranging from
dlellcate hnes to rich,

The collacition
currently cons|sts of
13 pleceas. Saprlied

saturated tones, characteristic
of Nuun Jewels” styibe, From pale
pink sapphires and morganite
to pasted vellow diamonids, the
interplay of colors is something
Princess Nourah is kown [or,
"By expenmenting with
unexpectod codors and matenals,
I've ined to create pieces thai
fee] hoth fresh and timeless,
Theres g subibe nod o Arl Deco
in there, which I've balanced
with the contemparary aestheti
cl F1Y W' brancl, Nuun Jewels™

s sand,

The collection is a feather in the
cap of Asprey, with its chaimnman
telling Arab News he is keen to
ensure the luxury goods house
reTnains synonyrmous with
“Innosaton” o '.'-.]Ii!l:' s e
than 200-year hastory

“This codlection not onby
showeases (Princess Nourah's)
visionary creativity but also
exernpiies Asprevs rebentless
pursuil of excellence and beauty
throwegh mnovation and tradi-
on,” John Eligzas, cluirmmian o

Asprey, saud,



