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The Voice of a Changing Region

MIDDLE EAST WAR

&FINALLY

Israel Kills 4 in fresh strikes

e[ lezbollah attacks military sites with drones, rockets, says all-out war will displace more Israelis
o Teachers, UN staff in Gaza fear they are now targets after airstrike hit school-turned-shelter
o UAE won' support post-war plan without establishment of Palestinian state: Foreign minister

Arab Mews R yadn

Isracll airstrikes
hit central and

savint lhvern Gaza on

Saturday, killing at least
1 people as friends and
family members of a
Turkish American actlvisi
killed by an Israeli soldier
honored her in a funeral.

The airsirikes in Gaza City hit
one home housing 11 peophe,
including three women and four
children, and another strike hit a
temt inm Ehan Youmnis with Fales-
tinians displaced by the war,

There will be no normalizs-
fioe of ties Detween Saudi Ardbia
and Isracl until an mdependent
Palestinian state s established,
Prince Turki Al-Faisal, the former
head of the Ringdom's intell-
sence services, warned during a
talk at London-based think tank
Chatham Houss,

The TIAE B nod  prepansd
to support a post-war pdan
for Gaza withoui the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state,
Foreign Minkster Abdullah  bin
Zayed Al-Nalyvan sakd on X,

A senibor UN official sakd that
teachers and other UN  saff
working in Gaza fear they ane
now largets after an Israch air
sirike hit a school-turned-shelter
in the territory this weelo

“One coldleague sakd that they e
ol wearing  the UNRWA vest
anymore because they feel that
that tums them into a targed”
LUNEWA senior deputy director
Sam Hose sapl after visting the
shelter in Nuseirat.

[ heBrief

ASIR BIRDS

Asir Is home to a wide range of
avian life. including endemic
species like the Asir mapgpic, a
rare bird found only there, PS

- KASHMIR VOTE

Residents of Indian Kashmlr are
gearing up for the lirst election
in a decade, which will ket them

have their local assembly. P8

"EMAAR STRATEGY

Saudi master developer
Emaar’s £2.32 billion capital
optimization plan i= a ‘strategic
response” to its current Ainancial
challenges, says its CEC, PM
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A Paleatinlan woman an Saturday walke toward a maeagque, haavily destroyed by latasl's nonstop bombing, In Belt Lakia, nerthern Gaka Strp, AFF

NUMBER

41,182

Palestinians have basn Killed
in Israel's Gaza onslaught,

Rahaf dambsl Frync

In "Hed Line” which runs at
Rivadh's Kenz Gallery until Sept.
20, Sandl  artst  Mohammed
Al-Aamerl presents hus Lake o
20th-century arl  movements
that began in France amd gives
thomn a Saudi twist.

“My  exhibition focuses on
expressing feelings ancd emodions
as an allermative 0 realistic
photography, while mixing
myv own style with technioquees
inspired by fauvism and cubism.”

Hezbollah's second-in-
cornmand Nakm Qussem warted
that an all-out war by Israel almed
al peturting 100,000 displaced
people (o their homes in areas
mcar the Lebamon border wwould
displace “hundreds of thouwsands”
TROTE,

Qassern  sadd: IF Israel does

unleash a war, we will face up to
it — and there will be large losses
o both sldes” he sakd,

Hegbollahh said it launched
an  assault drone atlack on
the headquariers of the SlOth
Hermon Brigade at the Ma'ale
trofand harracks, and struck the
282nd Artillery and Precision

CREATIVITY

Artist combines Saudi symbolism with French art movements

Cubism and fauvism were both inspirations for Mohammed Al-Aameri’s works on show in ‘Red Line

S

‘It a form of rebellion
against the pasi.”

Al-Aamert told Arab News,
“Although Buvisim was short-
lrvesed, it Badel the groundwork for
many moderm-arl movements.
“Through my research, travel,
and  inferaction with many
dmtemational) artksts, 1 alm to
revive Lhe innovative spirit of
these schools In my own stvle,
presenting it im oa new  and
distinctive way in Saudi Arabia,”

Missile Brigade headquarters in
Yiftah Elifleet, northwest of Lake
Tiherias, with Katyusha rockets.

Sirens sounded in Avivim in the
Western Galilee,
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the 55-vear-old artist condimued.

“Red Lime™ consistz of 20
works, including pamtings that
feature figures in  traditional
sauchi attive rendered ina vibrant
palette that contrasts  sharply
with the muled colors fBvpcally
associated with histoncal repre-
sentations of the region.

“Its a form of rebellion azains
the past, where we were often

timnited o dull landscapes of

brown and rFreen” Al-Aamen
gadel,

“1 adm 1o elevale the concep

NE‘VS o

AFPREHENSIONS

Iran
launches
satellite
amid
lensions
with West

AP, Reuters [~hmn

Iran launched a satellite into
space on Saturday with a rocket
built by the countrys paramili-
tary Revolutionary Guard, the
latest for a program the Wies
fears helps Tehran advance its
ballistic missile program.

Iran described the launch as
a sucoess, which would be tho
second such launch to put a satel-
Hie into arbit with the rocket.

Footage released by Trandan
mechia showed the rocket blast off
from o mobile launcher.

The launch bkely happened
at the Guard’s launch pad on the
cariskirts of the ciiy of Shahroasd,
350 km east of Tehran,

Iran ilentified the satellite-
carrving rocket as the Qaem-100,
which the Guard used
Iamuary for another successful
launch. Qacm means “upright”
in [ran's Farsi language,

The  solid-fuel, three-stage
rockel pul the Chamian-1 satel-
hite, weighing 60 kg mto a
aa0-km orhit.

Meanwhile, Dans foreign
minister sakl that Tehran was
open o diplomacy  to solve
cisputes but nod  “threats and
pressure” after the US and three
Ewropean  powers Imposed
sanctions agdinst the coumntry’s
aviation sector,

Abbas Argehis comments
come a day after the EIMs chief
chigdomat sadid the biloc was consic-

erng new  sanclions  asminst
Iran’s aviafion sector, in reaction
o rmepords Tehran  supplied

Russia wilh ballistic missikes in its
war against Ukraine.

e arl in Sauch Arabda, a5 many
artists are stll confined to tradi-
tional approaches.”
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Riyadh

Heritage Yillage

Lizarm abouit the culiure of anciend

tribes and communities at the
Hertape Village in Al-Shuara.
The envirciment s stunmning,
the antiques are i delight, and

Vil can even stay overnight.
Check the Hala Yalla app.

MNestled high in the Shala
Aaotniains, Mishaal Farm offers
a variety of attractions. Spend
the day in the cottages, ride the
horses, and feed the animals.
Chechk the Hala Yalla app.

Explore i farm featuring {ruit
trees, olive groves, dining
opiions, entertainment,

an organic Farm store, anc
historical landmarks such as

a circular fort, a well, a stone-
and-mud house, and an ancient
maosque. For mote details,
check the Saud Events app.

Joddah

Paintball

Challenge yvour famdly, friends,

ar work colleagues to a paintball

game at Midan X m Jeddah,
Book via the Hala Yalla app.

[ heRe

THE FECTURES THAT glﬂhﬂ! THE DAY

& B
The Muslim World League calls
for immediate, unconditional, and
unrestricted ald to Palestinians by
opening all crossings and supporting
UINRWA and other UN agencies.

Dr. Mohammed bin Abdulkarim Al-lssa
Escratary-penanal Muslm World Ledgos

ISter

audi Space Agency Vice
Chatrman and CEO Mohammed
Al-Tamimi led the Saudi
delegation at the fifth G20 Space
Economy Leaders Meeting in Foz do
Tguaciy, Brazll, from Sepdt. 10613
Al-Tamimi highlighted Sandi Arabia’s

advances in ifs space secior and the
Fingdom's commitment o using space
technology for sustainable development
and climate chanpge mitigation.

He engzaged] In discussions on
Frpesvation, entreprensirship and
climale change. showcasing the agency's

ciforts to improve infrastructure, attract
imvestment and apply space technodogy
for sustainable development.

Saudi Arabia sipned a strategic
cooperition agreement with the
Furazblian SpEcE Agency 1o erbance

preaceful space exploration collaboration,

1 i f (] 1’( "J rl‘ﬂﬂdiﬂg Tokavs frol fogics evplained by Afshan Aziz

MY LIFE CHANGED

Hugh Jackman

Australian actor Hugh
lackman has talked absoi
o myeditation has plaved

ﬁ
7

balance and order tn his hife.

In an exclisive interview with
People magazine at the David Lynch
Fourndations Meditaie America Gala,
thee S5-vear-old actor discussed his 31-
yvear practice of meditation.

“I thought it would really help me
with my acting. Thats why [ sort of
went and it decl,” Jackman told the
putlet, "It helps you be more present,
muHe creative, more energized, more
ahle to conmect to people”

The practice, which involves
sitting comiortably with eyves closed
and practicing silently, has been a
transformative foroe in his life.

i crucial role I maintainkng

'40-YEAR-OLD ISSUE"

Rate Hudson

US actor Rate Hudson
recently revealed
fascinating stories about
her father, Bill Hudson, as
recounted by Elton John,

Al a special event held at the Grammy
Museum in Los Angeles, the $5-vear-
ol actress and singer dizcossed her
burgeoning Career as i songwnter and
reflected on her relationship with
her father, who was notoriois fior
his extravagant 1970s lifestyie.

In a conversation with
Journalist David Wise,
Hudson recoun bedd bow
Elton John, who had a close
connection with her father,
woltld offen share colorful
stories about her fathers
party days.

“Every time I woulkd
=ee Elton John,
especinlly after
“Almost Famous,” he
wotlld tell me these
stories about
how craey my
[ather was, and
wild and naked
all the time,

1heRegion

Thve Middebbe Fast Rovndup

apparently” she sadd, "{He) Hked to be
nakedl. The stories I heard of my dad
from Elton.”

[n a recent People magazine cover
story, Hudson opened up about her
compdex relationship with Bill, saying:
“There's nothing new there but love
I lowe him ... 1 Just don't overthink it

It's o 40-vear-old issue,”
Duning the discussion
with Wise, she discussed
howy shee used msic

to birledge the gap
Between them. ©1

but for complications
¢ of life and people and
* what have vou, we
hiaadd o very, very tough
relationship,” she said
=20, for e, muske was
likees, Flurdsom, yioui Know?
The Hud=ons, we're
Just ... it's just all
mrvisic. A s,
when [ was little
[ wanied (o feel
Lhal connection
with him, but ]
neyer got it”

witskbedd him i my Life,

Todgys
Number

180k

The national Sawdi fundraising
camipakgn o provide ald for

Gaza has so [r rised aboul
SRE9T mnllion (3186 mallioa),

WhosW h{).

Haneen
Al-Saleh

aneen Al-Saleh

is the managing

diirectar of

Baaschs regional
headquarters in Saudi Arabia,
She sprarheads the company's
commitment to the country
by driving innovation and
collaboration across key
seclors, including mobility,
consumer goods, and enerey,

She has more than 10 years
of experience, including roles
as i global project intervention
and operations leader, project
manager, and strategic
marketing analyst,

She began her career is a
mechanical design engineer in
the UK. After returning to the
Kingdom, she took an various
rodes including strategic
marketing manager and global
execution and intervention
leader at General Eleciric.

Her previows positbons also
include project mechanical
engineer at Acumen Project in
Nottingham, England, building
services adviser at Ideal Design
iy Jedcdah, and part-time sales al
amabile in Edinbargh.

Al-Saleh was reporiedly the
first Saudi woman to work on a
constrsction site while leading
a team and completing the
delivery of Waad Al-Shamal,
the first integrated solar
combined cycle power pliant
of the MENAT region, driving
innovation and change in the
enerey landscape.

Al-Saleh holds & bachelor's
degree in engineering amnd
A master's degree I energy
cngineering and carbon
management from the UK.

Arab Mews J=ddah

& A sevien-week beekeeping
course in Abu Dhabi includes a
hands-on program that covers
bee biology, behavior, and
ecobopy, along with practical

skills, equipment use, and safety

protocots, The course rnins
every Sunday until Oct. 13 al
Jubail Mangrove Park,

® Explore clay work using the
colling technigue in this
hands-on workshop,
Participants will start with
basic forms, progressing to
mare cdetailed creations., Led
by Woor Qussinl, the workshop
lakes place al the Museum of
Islamic Art in Doha, Qatar, from
4 p. to 6 pam., and s open o
aclults, The course is [ree, but

registration is required, For
cletails, visdt visktgatarcom,

® With the Eatest virtual

reality technolosy and exciting
multipdayer action, EVA n
Telhads, Bahrain, alfers an
unparalleled esports experience
that allows gamers, both veterans
and novices, to face off against
other players in epic battles,

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia
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The Abrahamic Family House
i= a tmely reminder of the need for
lolerance and mutual understanding.
Charies Michel

Uiy ol

Regional integration of Israel through normalization has been on hold since Middle

ESEARCH
&STUDIES

THE MIDDLE EAST, BETTER EXPLAINED

Jonathan Gamall Losdon

It is exactly four years
since Donald Trump stood
on the South Lawn of the
White House, lanked

by a beaming Benjamin
MNetanvahn and the foreign
ministers of Bahrain and
the UAE, each holding

a copy of the Abraham

Accords Declaration.

The sipning of the agreements
on Sept. 15, 2020, a process
driven by the Trump adminis-
tration, appeared To be the maost
sigiithcant development in the
Arab-lsracli prace process [for
Vs,

Both Bahrain amd the UAE
recogmized Isracls  sovercignty
and agreed to normalize dipho-
matic relations — the only Arab
sfates (o have done so since Egypl
in 1979 and Jordam in 1994

In so domg, as the one-page
declaration =signed by all Four
parties affirmed, they recognized
“the Importance of mainfaining
and strengthendng peace in the
Mickdle East ... based on myatual
understanding and coexBtence”
and vowed to "seck to end radical-
tzation and conflict amdd to provide
all children a better future”

The regions major player was
missing from the White House
photo op that day in 2020, bl
sperculation that Sauch Arahia
would soon follow suoit and
normalize relations with  Israel
was e,

Three years later, in a4 wide-
ranging interview with Fox News,
broswdeast on Sept, 20, 325
Crown Prince Mobhammmesd  bin
Salman gave the bigeest hint yet
that such a histonic breakthrough
might be afoot.

Hiavever, st over Two wielks
later, on Qe 7, 20035, Hamas and
its allwes attacked Ismel AN bets
wire Ooff, amd the Abraham Acoords
seemmned doomed o go the way ol
eVery  previos mibatve in the
l=racli-Pabestinion peace process.

But, say some commentators, it
waotikd he wrong to write off the
accorls completely,

“I'm not sure [ would descnbe
the accomds as being on life
support,”  saxid  Sanam  Yakil,
director of the Middle East and
Nowth  Africa
Chatham House,

“They are actually weathering
this very chifficull storm of the
Ciaza war, That is certamly putting
the leadership and the decision
making in the UAE amnd Bahrain
undder a microscope, and of course
ihat poses  difbeuli
dimamuics  for these |leasders (o

Frogramime

dignestie

navigate,
“But at the same time, they
remain committed to the

Abraham Accords and haven't
shown any willingness to walk
back from them or to break diplo-
Al es They |:||I.|-|'I:.'|:1f:|4p:|]:||.:
that by having diplomatic lies

Sy

Tha Abrsham
Accards, makn,

wshored inan era
of understanding

that sow the

opaning of
Abu Dhabl's
Abrahamic

Famlly House,
battom. The
GO War,
right, hit the
pauns button.
AFF WA A

with Israel, they have a betier
to =ipport  Palestinians
and works behind the scenes with
the lsraelis”

As for the lsraelis, “mormaliza-
thon with Saudi Arabia is not on
the cards 1or now, partly il s
cbnviously  the  Isreeli  leacer-
ship has different prioritics right

AV

o, and alter Oct. 7, the proce af

normakization becamee higher

"And | think the Ismacli leader
ahip is calculbating that if they wait
this out — and perhaps over-antic-
(partings thal the Saudis will still be:
there, which coald be o muscakou-
lation — the price that they have
b pay for normalization will go
chown aEain.

“T think that they're assiming
that the conditbons in the region
might change, or perhaps if the
pasbooane of e US electon heads

ARAE NEWS sunday, Sseptember 15, 2024
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ANALYSIS

Do Abraham Accords need a reboot?

i & Trump victory, that mighit
alter what they need to do, whal
commitments they noecd 10 make
towarnd the Palestinians that
wioibd satisfy the Saudis”™

Bui for Brian Katualis,
fellow for US foreign  policy
at the Middle East Institute in
"|-'|.'.||'-.|:|I:|'|f.;r||-tl. “its a codn Inss”
whether a Trump or Kamala
Harms admonisiration would be
most likely to reinvigorate the
Abraham Acoords.

“Ax we saw in the candidanes
debeate on Tuesday evenlng, these
issues don't really matter to either
of the leaders or the polibcal
discourse in America right now,”
v saicl.

Althowrh, a=s the fEther of
the Abraham Accords, Tromp

ST

mighi be assamed o be keen to
re-engge with an Indtative he

T

INNUMBERS

8%

Decling in Israel's overall
trade with outside world
since eruption of Gazra
wiar in October 2023

4%

Daclineg in trade betweaen
israel and 7 Arab countries
that have normalized tles

with it during the same penod,

4

Drop In Israsl-UAE trade
in the last quarter of 2023
following the conflict.

o W as a foandkation stone af
s begmacy, " he's Just s ertalic as a
beader, and 1 don™t know that he'll
et Focusesd on it,” said Ratulis.

“Harris meay actwally put more
timse and thowsht mto it In the
debate, she was the onlv candi-
clate wiho talked aboul a two-state
solution, and that’s music to the
ears of anyone in places like Sawdi
Arabiz, which have been calling
for a state of Palestine forever?”

Bui Saudi Arabia is unlikely to
shift Far firomm the position 1 todsk
ifn 3002, when it was the atthor
of the: Arab Peace Inntaative, which
was adopted by the Council of
Arab States.

This offered Israel peace and
normalization of relatbons with
all 22 Arab sfales, m exchange
for “full Israch withdrawal from
all the Arab territones ooccupied
since June 1967 in implementa-
ton of Security Council Kesolu
tions 242 and X8, reaffirmed by
the Madrid Conference of 1991 and
thee land-lTor-peace principle, and
Isruel’s acoeplance of an ndepen-
dent Palestinian state with Easl
Jerusalem as its capatal.”

Merissa  Khorma, program
tirector of the Midde Easi
Program & the Wilson Cenler,
gabd: “And of course, the Abraham
Aceomtls AETeCmenis -:'||I:||;:-I|'I-|'§|!.'
fhipped that [ormla because Lhey

[-ast conflict’s re-emergence

offered normalization first.

“The premise they presepted
was that it was through these
chanmnels of commumecation that
have now beeon established that
we can iry to address the thoany
Enes in the Palestinian-ksreell
I E TR,

“But we all knowy that the reality
oml the ground was very differen,
that settlemenis amnd outposis
have expanded and with the
emergenoe of the most night-wing
eomvermanent in Israels history, all
ol that has been accelerated.

"' spoken 10 oflicieds  ancd
thowaght leadkers in the UAE, Bahrain
andd Morocoo, and there's consensus
that the Abraham Accords are, ad
besd, on pause. Someons even said
the accords are i a coma and they
will need o be resuscitated alter
the war ends i Gaza”

Hamris, Joe Biden's vice presi
dent, is likely to follow in his
administrations foodsteps (o
some extent when it comes (o the
Ahraham Accords,

“The Biden sddminksirasion was
a bit slow to embrace the mode] of
the acoords when they came into
cffice, really, becawse, vou know,
they saw it as Trump's legacy, and
they were very partlsan in thed
appraach,” saxl Vakil

“But they did come aroumnd, and
they dhicl besgtn toembrace this ke
of Integration through normakize-
thon. The reality, thoasgh — and this
is what we've soen bom out sinee
Cxct. 7 — is that without providing
a mechantsm and commiiment o
restiart a peace process, and one
that allows Palestinians to have
self-determination, the accords, on
their ovwn, cannod deliver Israel’s
seaciirity o provide the region with
thal integration, that ecomommic
anid  security  integration  that
they " e secking ™

A reboot of the agreesments in
the wake of the cessation of the
current hostilities would be an
cgpportunity — if not a precosdi-
thon — to reconfigure them and
put Palestinian demands at the Lo
of the agenda,

“The Abralkam Accords was
a well-intentioned  inttiative led
by couniries in the region that
wanied to priontze their national
security and economic interests”
sk Khirmia.

“No ogee can say Gakcing the path
of peace = a8 bad jcea. But the
heavy cribicism from the region
and the Arab public in general,
which yvou can see in the polling
from 2000 uniil today, i that in
doang so they basically siclelins
the Palestinian-Tsraell conflict and
lipped the Formila that was the
esmenoe of the Arab Peace Inktia-
thve led by Sawds Arabia in 200027

To move forward successhully,
saidl Ratulls, whoever becomes
Amercas next  president  ms
“pronie Palestne and make il a
b iem on the agenda.”

Todo this, they should "=zo back
i good old-fashioned collective
dipbomacy amd form a regional
coalitbon with a new international
iramework to create the state of
Talestine, It ripe for the pcking,
amcl T would lean into iL”
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#e Tax compliance
brings justice and
fairness to markets

TALAT ZAKI HAFIZ

amoud Al-Harbd, spokesman for the
Zakat, Tax and Customs Authority,
confirmed that the authority s
koen to provide an attractive
asnvironmeant in the H-I'IEI:II:Im fiar
traders and investors in various business
sectors by ensuring fair competition in the
markets through enhancing the commitmeant
of taxpayers to all zakat tax, and custorms
systems and regulations.
Al=-Harbl explained that
taxpayers’ complimnce with tax
paymants encourages iInvestors,

concapts and thelr requirermeants. In addition,
the guidelines Fi'rl:l'-'il:I-u several explanations and
clarifications that are of interest to taxparers,
it is important to note that the authority
daily checks and menitors tax operations and
confronts any cases of tax evasion by applying
regulatory procedures against evaders,
The authority also imposes penalties on tax
evaders as stipulated in the value added tax
and selective tax systeams.
The most proménent forms
of tax evasion include
submitting incorrect data,

e _—
"
i

Tax evasion is a serions

businesamen, and entrepreneurs crime in Saudi Arabia, such as fabricating purchase
to axpand their busmesses in and the authority imveloes or modifying mvaice

\ the Kingdom, which would lead isactively engnged  data to reduce the tax amount.

. - to a diverse sconomy in line in combating such Another form of tax evasion

Under the theme "Fun Chemistry,’ the festival offers educational, iInfarmative, and entertaining experiences. SH4 with the Kingdom's Vision 2030, hrhn‘inrh]r'en.furﬂng = submitting incorrect and
. It will also contribute to the mmpllmmemd wnrediable declarations to
'THE SCIENCE OF JABIR sustainability and development implementing siriet  reduce the tax amount.
ofusedonsesenomy - penaltesfor hose who  VRtr who st e
attempt to evade taxes.

payment or reduce VAT due,

ar unlawfully obtain refunds
for tax, are subject to penalties of at least the
amount of the VAT due, up to three times the
value of the goods or services sublect to the
evaded tax. If the same violation is repaated
within three years from the date of the
viclation, the penalty can be doublad.

message to taxpayers to comply
with tax payments and take

advantage of the services and guidelines
provided by the authority's website, which
offers more than 130 guldelines to aducate
taxpayers about the procedures and
services provided by the authority.

Thase pubdelines and services alm to enhanoca
taxpayers’ compliance with tax payments,
espeoially since the guidefines include a
detaled explanation of makat. tax, and customs

Riyadh festival
pays tribute to‘Tather
of chemistry

5 TEAM Festival at Ring Salman Science Oasis in
Riyvadh highlights the early scientist’s life and legacy

Taiat fa Hatr B on sconomei and firancly grsk=t T SEabakMeits
For Tl warshan, kg on t0 wWww AMBnew s oom S sp s

KIRELIEF PROJECTS IN YEMEN

Aupued 2004

1he Days ..
FIGURES

f
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advanced chemistry in both the him as “the imam of chemistry

Arab Hews Ramdn 200 -

Jabir ibn Hayvyan, a
renowned Muslim scientisi,
Is kmown as the “father

of chemistry™ for his
ploneering contributions.

Born in 721, Ibn Havvan disooy-
ered kev chemical compounds
still used today,

The 2024 STEAM Festival at
Ring Salman Sciemce Oasis in
Rivadh is highlighting the sarly
scientist’s life and legacy, the
sSandi Press Agency reported on
saturday.

Running until Sept. 30 under
the theme “Fun Chemistry,”
the festival offers educational,

Islamic world and the West. His
works, translated into  Latin,
spresd knowledge widely.
Notabde discoveries include
hvdrochlore acid, sulfuric acid,
gald water, and =ilver nitrate.

HIGHLIGHT

Muslim sclentlst Jabir Ibn
Hayyan's innovations, such as
distillation, greatly advanced
chemistry In both the lslamic
wiorld and the West. His works,
translated into Latin, spread
knowledge widely.

He also  explored practical

writers,” and chemistry was
sometimes called “the science
of Jahir"

The festival alms 1o instll pride
i Sauch Arabiats sceentific hentage
and align with future goals,

It features 100 workshops,
panel discussions, live shows,
and interactive exhibiis across
STEAM fields, exploring past,
present, and futoure saence and
technology.

The event showcases local
Innoyations, sustainable
practices, and modern technolo-
gies, reflecting the Kingdom's
dedication to sclentific progress.

With over 25 pavilions, the
festival covers the history of

informative, amd enfertaining uses, such as steel production, chemistry, peirochemical
eXpeTiences. waterproofing, and creating innovations, environmental

Ihm  Hayvan's innovatlons,  artilicial pearls. challenges, amd sustainable
such  as  distillation, greatly scholar Thn Khaldun praised  solutions tied to Vision 20040,
HEALTHCARE

Saudi Fund for Development aids
St. Lucia hospital reconstruction

Arab Mews Hyadn

The Saudi Fund for Develop-
ment and the government of
Saint Lucia =igned contracts

with two Saint Lucian and two
Saudh Arabian firms o compdele
the reconstruction of St Jede
Hospital in Augier, Vieux-Fort.
This =step will enable the
transfer of health services from
the George Odluin  National
Stadiium, which has been retro-
Atted since St Jude Hospital was
damaged by fire in 2000,

Funded by a %75 million
concessional loan from the ST,
the hospital’s reconstruction
will inclode 100 beds, mater-
nity wards, emergency Tooms,
and surgical suites, and will
serve around S0,000 patients
annueally.

The agreements were signed
in the presence of SFD chief
executive  Sultan Al-Marshad
and Saint Lucia Prime Minister
Philip Joseph Plerme,

Pierre expressed his gratitude
to the Saudi government, the

FASTFACT

The hospital will Include

100 beds, maternity wards,
emargency rooms, and surgical
suites, and will serve arcund
50,000 patients annually.

SFI1, and all contribgtors.
Al-Marshad sald that the
reconstruction will “empower
local communities, strengthen
the healthcare sector, and foster
ecomnomic and social growth,”

Lo

Bosmca: kirmisl ang

Rich heritage

AlUla Dates
Festival boosts

local agriculture

The AlULa Dates Festival,
organized by the Hoyal
Compnizsdon for Al began
this week with a stromg turmoul
from farmeers and investors,

O s fist dlay, the festival
received HD tonnes of dates,
highlighting the region's nch
agricultural heritage and
erowih potenfial.

The event supporis local
Farmers and proamdales
sustainabde agricalture,
Workshops and training
programs aim to enhance the
quizlity and competitiveness
of AllUlla dates in both local
and global markets.

The festival runs through to
Moy, 8, held every Friday anc
Saturday in AU,

It showcases the diversity
and quality of AIUla%s date
varieties. SPA Riyadh
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THE BEST OQF THE REST
Humanitarlan efforts Border control
hSreliefprovides  hingdom arrests

food aid in Yemen,
Lebanon, Sudan

Sandi Arabia’s aid agency
Fsrelief continues to elp
villmersihle communitbes (1
Yemen, Lebanon and Sudan as
part of it food security project.,

i Yermen, the akd agency
distribufed 4,158 food baskets
in Shabwah governorate,
benefiting 30,562 people,
and 1,129 baskets in
Al-Malira governorate,
reaching 7,500 peopee.

[n Lebanon, BSreled s
Al-Amal Chartabde Bakery
in Aklar and Al-Minieh
distribnated 25,000 bags of
biread daily to 125000 Syrians,
Palestinians and locals in
northern Lebanon,

[ Suiclan, 700 Food boxes
wiere distributed in Kassala
State, bencfiting 4,172 people
during the second phase of
the profect. SPA Riyadh

22,373 illegals
inoneweek

Saudi authoritees arrested
22 574 people in one week for
breaching residency, work and
border securily regulations

A total of 14,28 people
wiere arresded for violations of
residency laws, while 4,943
were held over illegal border
crossing atiempis, and a further
3,284 for labor-related ssues,

The Minlsiry of Interlor
sl that anyodee [oand 1o
be [acilitating illegal entry
to the Ringdom could face
imprisonment for a maximum
of 15 vears, a fine of up to 5K
million {S260, 0000, as well as
confiscation of vehicles and
property, Suspected violatlons
can be reported on the toll-free
number 91 in the Makkah
amd Rivadh reglons, and S50
or 996 in other regions of the
Kingdom. 8PA Riyadh

' Fallow frah News Brlefs all through the day @ArmbNews
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Avian paradise:
the vibrant
feathersin

Asir’s cap

Armb Naws F

Asir, a region renowned for
s natural beauty, s
sancluary lor a range of migra-
tory bdrcks,

These feathered visitors, some
of which have inhabited the
reglon for millennia, contribute
significantly 1o the areas rich
hiodiversity. The  region's
diverse haldtats, from kighlands
lo plains, provide ideal condi-
Lons for a varsety of bird species
to thrive, the Saudi Press Agency
reports.

In the spring, the forests of
Asir come alive with the vibrani
colors and songs of these avian
epuests. The rogion’s blend of
climate and topography attracis
birds from around the world,
including species from Afnica,
Europe and Asia.

The SPA team, accompanded
by B enthiusiast Ahmmed Niaed,
recently embarked on a jourmsey
to witness the natural spectache
of gathered birds.

According to Miazi in an inter-
view with S5PA, Asir appeals
lo migratory birds through its

alsa a

cRiverse tree species and varving

temperatures.  The  acacia,
juniper and npatural  fowers
provide sultable habitats for

different bind species,

As=ir 5 home to a wide range
of avian life. including endemic
species such as the Asir magpie,
a rare bird found onbly in this
region of the Kingdom.

The [Ell and spring scasons
are pexk migration periods in
Saudt Arabida, s bivds iraverse
the region on ther journeys
between the northern and

Anir reglon's diverse habltats, from
highlands to plains, provide ideal
canditions for a varety of bird
specias to thrive, S5iF4

HIGIH

® Asir's blend
of climate and
topography
attracts birds
from arownd
the world,

b luclimz
specias from
Afrlca, Europes
and Asia.

spocies such
as the Asir

magpie is a

orly in this
region of the
Kingdom.

® European
speCies

such as the
Eurcpaan
bee-sater
also visit the
region during
the spring and
SLIFNITHAF.

LIGHTS

& The endeamic

ravre bird fownd

southern hemispheres,

Migratory birds from Africa,
gsuch as the African paradise
Mvcatcher, pled cuckoo and gray-
headed Kingfisher, find suatabde
breeding grounds In AsIC's
humid southwrestern highlands.
European species such as the
European bec-cater also visil
the region during the spring and
SUTITNAET.

The book, “BEirds of Saud
Arabia” published by Aramooe in
2020, highlights the RKingdom's
rich avian diversity; 4949 species
are recorded, including 401
reskdent or migratory birds and
Il Fire species,

PUSHING BOUNDARIES

Saudi artist adds local twist

to French art movements

Vibrant artworks

Rahaf dombl Ryadn

In his Iatest exhibition,

sandl artlst Mohammed
Al-Aameri is presenting
his own take on cubism

and Fauvism — with a

Sandi twist.

“Hed Line” at Kenz Gallery in the

Al-Motsa Center, Rivadh, is on
show until Sept. 20, The works
on display draw particular inspi
ration from fuvism, an early
A0th-century art  movement
known for tis bold eolors and
expressive brushwaork, favonng
emotional expression through
color over strict adberence to
realism

Al-Aamer told Arab News, "My
exhibition fecuses on expressing
feelings and emtions as an alter-
pative 1o realsiie ||I|-||I||-|,=_'1'.|||;:-.|:|:|'_
while mixing my own siyle with
technigues inspired by Euvism
and cubism. Although Fauvism
wias  short-lived, & laid the
eroundwork for many modern-
arl movemenis"

"Red Line®™ = the result of
an artistic journey that spans
giecades, Al-Aamerts paintings

ermcdions,

encapsulate stories,
and cultural heritage,
“Through my research, travel,

and mteraction with many
iintermationall arfisis, 1 aim o
revive the mmnovative sparit of

these schools in my own style,
presenting it In a mew ancd
diistinctive way in Saudi Arabia”
the LZi-vear-old artist said.

“aod  Ling”™ oconsisds of 20

works, including pambngs thal

»a rebellion against dull landscapes of the past,

&S

Through my research,
travel, and interaction
with many (international)
artists, I aim to revive the
innovative spirit of these
schools in my own style,
presenting it in anew and
distinctive way in Saudi
Arahia.

Mohammod Al-Rumer

S e

feature fEures In fracli-
fiomal  Sauch  attire
rendered i a vibrant
paletie that
contrasts  sharply
with the muted
colors  typically
associated  with

historical repre-

seftations of the

[iiiataly B

"1 Loy
colors, anicl
im0 Express

d  speciiim 6
my paimtings,” he
qaded, “Tr's a form ol
rebellion  agains

says Mohammed

the past, where we were often
limlted to dall landscapes of
ExFowT and green”

Al-Aamer's
decply inspired by his childhood
memaories. These recollections
provide a backdrop (o his artistic
expression, allowing him  to
weave personal history into his
wirks,

Al 19, Al-Aamerd
enamored  with Picasso’s  ard
after secing il in a magazine.
“"His work touched me and
encouraged me to explore
cubism.™ “1 had
i been drawing in a classical
style, but  Picasso’s ar
g showed me the potential

to break boundaries

Cubism requires a

deep understanding

of gecmetry, which
fascinated me”

This  newlound

passion led 1o

: opportunities  for

' training with inter-

; natiomsal  artists  in

France and Florence,
enriching his artistic
[ErspEciive,

Al-Aamert's goal s

wirk B al=o

bt

hie s

l-Aameri

i challenge the statws quo and
insplre emerging artisis to think
bBevond conventional methods
“I amm to elevate the concepd
of art In Skl Arabda, as many
artists are sl confined 1o tradi-
tional approaches.” he sand.

His own artistic jourmey began
at a yvoung age. 1 discovered
my love for drawing at eight,
mspired by my mother ... my
first portrail was of King Ehaled,
which amazed everyvone and
ignited my passion for art” he
qetled,

AL 16, Al-Aamer] sold his Frsd
painting—a watercolor depicting
a Bedouin woman spinning
wool, *The plece was filled with
warm colors representing  the
Saudi environmend,” he recalls.
This artwork causht the atten-
tion of a British collector and was
selli] Tor SK3, 500 (5055,

"Red Line” mark= a pavolal
moment i Al-Aamert's artistic
journey, showeasing not only his
skill but also his vision for the
future of art in Saudi Arabia.

“The exhibition iz a celebra-
tion of art's power to transcend

Hmitations  aml with

cleeper truths" he said,

COonmec
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48%: TURNOUT
L &
Algeria president 0
; /
re-elected wit £
"T_t.
Uppnamnn{, 1allenges Tebboune's fraud’ win

AFP S Fl!.I'I]ifl.ll'l-Ell'.l'i!-' and was t'Lll:.'l.I=':-'l:"I!.| r.t_'m-lul_rrilnl:-_:'_ approach 1o
e mstea] on securning a high  dissenting opinons"
Algerian President turnout, which according to Challenger Abdelaali Hassani,
Abdelmadjid Tebboune Belhadj stood at 46.] percent in who heads the moderate
has won a second term the Septernber 7 ballod, Islamist party the Movement
with 84.5 percent of the Tebboune was  elected in of Society for Peace, submitted
vide In last weeks election, December 20019 with 58 percent  his challenge (o the vole count
final results showed on of the vole. despite a record after denouncing the resulis as
Saturday, down lirom an abstention rate above 60 “frawd”
initial count contested Youcef Acuchiche, head of
by his challengers. the center-left Socialist Forces

The preliminary resulis issued
by the North Alrlcan country's
electoral authority  ANIE on
sunday gave Tebboune neardy
95 percent support, prompling
other candidates o challenge
the results in appeals o the
Constitutional Court,

The courts president, Omar
Belhadj, announced on Saturday
the official count, with Tebbaoune
far ahead of his two little-known
challengers.

The TTH-year-old incumbent
had been widely expected to win

HIGHLIGHT

More than 24 million Algerians
were registered to vote

in this election, out of A
population of 45 million,

percent, ambd the mass Hirak
pro-democracy protests,

He has sinee deawn criticizm
aver his hiiman rights record

Accorhiing 1o Amnesly Inter-
national, Algerian  authori-
s under ‘Tebboune “have
maintained thedr FEpIFes-
gionn of clvie space™ and “a

Froni, later followed suit,
aocusing the electoral awthority
ANIE ol “forging”™ the: result,

In an unprecedented move,
all three campaigns — including
Tebbhoune's — also issued a joint
statement alleging “irmegulari-
ties” in ANTES results, adding
they wanted to make the
public aware of "vagueness and
contradictions in the participa-
ton hipures.”

According to the Agures
released by the court, 11.2 million
of themn turmned out on September
7. with 94 million valicd ballods.

ﬂhﬂgj‘fﬁﬁh

Tebboune, T8, had been expected to win comfortably and was focused on securing a high turnout,

MILITIA MENACE

New attemplt launched o
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A new allempl has begun Lo 5y
to salvage an ol tanker burning
in the Hed Sea after attacks by
Yemen's Houthi rebels, an EU
naval mission said on Saturday,

The EUs Operation Aspides
published images dated of iis
vessels  escorting  three  ships
heading (o the Greek-Hagged odl
tanker Soumon.

The mission has “been
actively imvolved in this complex
endeavor, by creating a secure
enviromment, which is necessary
for the tughoats to conduct the
towing operation,” the ELU said.

satellite imnges taken by Planet
Labs PBEC showed what appesred
o b the three salvage vessels
close to the Sounion. A warship
cotld be seen nearby.

The Sounion came under Houthi attack beginning Aug. 21.

destrover to nearby Djibsouti.
The Houthis Ibter planted
expdosives aboard the ship aml
detonated them. Thats led to
fears the ships 1 mibion barrels of

in the campaien that also Killed
four sallors. Ome of the sunken
vessels, the Tator, went down

after the Houthis planted explo-
slves absoard it amd after jis crew

The Sounion came under  crude ofl coubd spill into the Red  abandoned i due 10 an earlier

Countries Exhibitors attack [rom the Houthis begin-  Sea attack, the rebel group |ater
ning Aug. 2Il. The vessel had The Houthis have targeied acknowledged.

been staffed by a crew of 25 more than S0 wessels with Other missiles and drones have

- A

MMN | a5t

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

H.E. Saleh bin Nasser lHlﬂlr'f
Minister of Transport and Logistic Services,

', Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Filipinos and Russians, a8 well as
fonar private security personnel,
who were taken by a French

missiles and drones sinee the war

in Gaza started in October, They
sefzed one vesse| amnd sank twao

either been  intercepted by a
DR-lirel coalitbon in the Red Sea or
[aile<t to reach their larpels,

CENTCOM

4 Daesh
leaders
Lilled in

AFP NachngEton |

Four Daesh group leaders were
killed in a joit US-Tragi raid
i western  Irag  last  month,
inchcing the head of the group’s
operations in the couniry, the Us
military has reveabed.

“This operation targeted Daesh

Central Command =aid about the
Aup. 29 raid. A total of 14 Daesh
operatives were killed, Five US
frodaps were wolnded,

The [our were dentified as
Ahmad Al-Ithawa, the opera
tions leader for Daesh in Irag:
Abu Hammam, who oversaw
operations In western Iracg Abu

Founding Strategic Partners Main Partrers Strategic Partners Augusr beacers and served todisrupd and Al AlTumisi, who  managed

i Saatrade hitgn b By TEA nivemsie st e & degrade Daesh’ ahility to plan, technical development:  and

@Bal:!ﬂ Maritime H!'-'I'*HI__'L i e aramcoll oo e 'rﬂq MId organize, and conduct attacks  Shakir Al-Tssavwd, who led militar
against Ivagi civiians” the US  operabons in western [rag



ARAE NEWS sunday, Sseptember 15, 2024

News Middle East

GRAVE RISKS

US envoy set for Tel Aviv talks
in push to avoid deeper contflict

Lebanese minister backs journalist in condemning Israel’s psychological warfare

Majia Houssar| Berut

US presidentlal envoy
Amos Hochstein Is
expected to arrive In Tel
Aviv on Monday as the US
pushes to stop violence
along Israel's horder with
Lebanon splraling Into a
deeper conflict.

Hochstein is  believed to he
carrving a mesage from the US
urging resiraint, and calling on
[srael to avobd any large-scale
mihitary aciion

The Israch government is due
to meet on Sunday o discuss
its response to the escalating
ermiflict with Hezbaollah, elther
througly diplomatic eforts or a
large-scale military operation.

The mecting comes amid
erowing intermal pressare o
[acilitate the refturn of settlers
who were forced to floe their
homes in northern Israel aboat a
Vel i,

Hostibithies
cireltiker Information Mindster
Ziad Makan expressed |his
support for Lebanese journalist
Amal Al-Ehalil in condemning
Israel™s  “intellectual
and psyvehobogdoal warfane"

The mindster called Al-Khalil,
a  corresponicen fim e
piro-Hezbaolkah Al-Akhbar
newspaper, after she reoceived
dicath threats from Israeli sources
via her phone.

Hezballah on Saturday radned
ciagens ol roeckel=s on northem
[sracl, mainly in the areas of Rosh
Pinna and north of Lake Tiberias,
and carried oul atfacks with
assanlt drones,

The strikes were in response to
attacks by the lsraeli military on
resichential buildings in southern
villages, especially Al-Ahmadivya
in Western Bekaa and  Rafr

Coptimaed Ak

TETTOEESIT

Rummean in the Mabatieh area

In sucressive  statements,
Hezbollah #=aid it launched
an  assault drone atlack on

the headquarters of the 810th
Hermon Brigade at the Mahle
Gzodani barracks, and struck the
282nd Artillery and Precision
Missile Drigade headguarters in
Yiftah Elifleet, northwest of Lake
Tiberias, with Katyusha rockets.

sirens sounded in Avivim in the
Western Galiles,

An Israch arimy spokesperson
said that 55 rochets were fired
from Lebanon toward the Upper
Galilew since eardy morning.

Israclhh media meported that

Hexbollah was expanding ils
range of fire, focwsing on Safed,
the Tiberias arca, and Rosh
Pinna.

Sirens were also heard in
sSafed, Ami'ad, and Dovev in
Western Galilee, and Yiftah.

Large explosions mcked the
Upper Galibes, amnd mckets
were reported to have landed
in the Rahal area, south of
safed.

Explssions were beard in
the artillery bunkers in Zaoura
in the Golan Heights after a
rocket was  launched
from Lebanon. Skrens sowndied
in several nearby settlements.

skl v

:L

Flh '-_-_'1'

“ﬂ"'ﬂn N

Soveral bulidings were heavily damaged In El-n:hul-l'h'llmlhll.fu Fl'urrl'rl.un nnurl:l-ln-lml:hmi_n-hl.nn-l-n town of Nabatiyeh on Friday night. AFF

Herbollah  said that it il
the Northcrn Corps  meserve
headguariers, JE Craili e
Divizion reserve base, and s
lopistical depots inm Ami'ad with
dozens of Ratvusha rockets.

The militant group also clainped
i have destroyved an  Tsrael
Merkava tank on the Rouecissal
Al-Alam-Zebdine mad with a
euided missile.

Lebanons  Health  Ministry
sadel theet an Israell airstrike on a
building in Kfar Rumman, in the
Nahatich region, on Friday left 13
penpbe injured, with one person
requiring hospital treatment.

Hezbollah moumed the loss

of one of its members, Abbas

Hamada, 34, fmom the town of

tammatiyah in Mouni Lebanion.

The Israeli army carried oul a
series of airstrikes and artillery
attacks on several border towns
in the southern region,

A spokesperson for the Tsraell
army, Avichay Adraee, claimed
that secunty forces tarpeted
rocket launch sites that were
used to stage attacks on Galiles
in the morning and torwvard Tpper
ralilee late on Friday

Adrace =ad that warplanes
prgeted a military bublding in Kfar
Rumman, whibe Isracl artillery
shelled areas in southern Lebanon.

Sudan’s
Al-Fasher
city hitby
heavy

Jighting

AFP Khartoum

Heavy lighting on Saturday shook
& Sudamnese city beseged by Rapid
support Foroes, witnesses said, as
LIS researchers reported unprec-
edented and escalating combat n
the North Darfur state capital.

Al-Fasher 1= one of hive stale
capitals in  Swdans western
Darfur region amd the only one
mot in the hands of the Hapid
Support Forces, who have been
battling the regular army since
Apri] 200

The UN save the war across
much of Sudan has created the
worlds  largest displacement
crisis, with millions wprooted,
and has ked o famine at a displace-
ment camp near Al-Fasher,

Darfur has sten some of the
war's worst atrocities, and the RSF
has besicged Al-Fasher since May.

“Melrhborhoods are
completely  deserted. and  all
vl can hear are explosions and
misstles” sald Thealimm Ishag, 52

“The centrd markel area has
becomme unliveable because of
the intensity of the explosions.”
saicd Ishag, who fled westward
from the city on Friday.

LA [T AT
Bombardment south and east of
the city on Saturday and said they
Ivear] air-defense batteres firing,

The Yale Schood of Public
Health's Humanitanan Rescarch
Lab said in a report on Friday that
its analysis confirmed "unprec-
edented  large-scale combai
aperations” in El-Fasher within
the preveons 10 davs, "wilh signif-
icant escalation in the past 346G
hours™ invedving both the army
and the paramilitary forces,

It cited reports that describe
“a muabor muliidirectional REF
aitack from  the northern,
eastern, and southern directions”
on Thursday.,

repeorted

Routars Tunis

Tunistas highest court orcdered
the electoral commission to
reinstate two candidates for a
presédential  poll in October,
wiarning that fadlare coukd jeopar-
ciZe the edection’s legtimacy

The move by the Administra-
tive Court comes amid growing
political tension in the country
and [ears from the opposition
and civil society groups about a
rigged election that would lead
b0 President Kais Saled winning
A second ter,

Thousands of Tunisians ool
to the sireets on Friday inm the
couniry’s biggest march in two
vears, prodesting against resiric-
tions on  frecdoms and  the
undemocratic electoral climate,

Tensions mounied afier the
electoral commission  rejected

FOLITICAL TENSION

Top court orders Tunisian’s electoral
commission to reinstate presidential candidates

|||I!" Court’™s |:|.-|'-:'|:-il.-|:|r| 0 reslidge

the candidacy of Abdellaf
Mekki, Mondher fnaidi. and
[Imed Daimi ahead of the Oclo
race, citing alleged irregularities
i theesir candidacy filings.

Major parties and civil society
eroips sakd that the commmikzsion,
whiose membsers were appolnted
by the president himsell, had

Police olock a
raad in fronk

of a protest
outside tha
Interior Minlstry
in Tunis ahaad

| af the upcaming
presidential
slections. AFF

becomee a 1oal in the hamds of the
presiclent agaanst his rivals,

The head of the commission,
Farouk Bouasker, has denied the
accusations and said that “the
cormmisson s the only consti-
tutionil body entrusted with the
integrity of the election,”

But the court said on Saturday
that the commission must

implement s declsion and, IF
necessary, review the electoral
calendar, Il = unclear of ths
means postponing the election
or extending the campaign time
frame.

“Otherwise, it would bead (o
an illegal situation Lthat conflicts
with the electoral law and the
transparency of the electoral
process.” 1L said

The court asked Znaidi and
Mekki to be included in the race
after they filed a new complaint
against Lhe COMIMSSIOn'S
clecision.,

The third candidate, Daimi.
has nod filed a second appeal vel.

Saied was  democratically
chected in 2019 but then tight-
ened his grip on power and
bezan ruling by decree in 2021
in a move the
described as a coup

opposition has

1, Qual¥ication & Exparanca:
+ Matonadly Fakisiam Age- I.II.I Ua g RS R

[ Tl =

2. Responsibilities:
siraiege plan
« Chnermaeng the o

= o uschons
Elnkahodisrs

d, Galary Package:

2 B e B sl rides

o, liviarvierms
+ Mo TAM, 1= amsaitie

3, Application Deadling,

a The plcalcndg
Sepiarmier 20048

PRINCIPAL CCS ACADEMICS

(FEMALE) REQUIRED

mmmmmm—mm
mmmmmu WEBSITE: HTTPS://PISJAZIZIACOM

Apphcaticns ane iveited from suitabde candidates far appomtment to the
past of the Prncipal CCS [Acadsmics].

Thee incuwmbent shauld e dynamic, hardwarking and mativatel,

+ Mwimnim Mpstars degres Trian a reputed HEC i oopniped un resogty
+ i 5y of Taschngegeermncs n KCSE, A LEVEL o weeb-tepte] pousanecal

o & Mailar'y dagrea or heghar a grolecsatng Gquailsatsn

= Prownn aepaisnc e ak s sohdde lasdan pralambly i o nlarmabional coeteat,
= & gireng underrianding of the Cambridge Asasimend vissmatonal Edusation cormiubam

= Londng e devslopmant and mpemeniaton of the sohoofs ocademic vsion and
Jmoukim, teachngand loaming. and assessmant profesmes
«fanagng academic skt geveopment, and perfOManc e Evaiusfaon

+ Colaborotng wth the school lesdership teom o eraswre e sHectve operabon ol ol

4 aE'I:l".'!-l."l‘u'l"lﬁ the schood at exdEme svends gd buskdng oS il relstionsnips s ey

+Onity shorfished candidai=s wil b= cated for the inlervess

maay e pTmaded 1O setshlishment@pisjaziziscom op o 3




ARAB NEWS Sunday, September 15, 2024

News International

Meodasar lalamil Fai

With a new Taliban law
bBanning women from

ralsing thelr volce in
public, female actvisis in
Afghanistan claim they
are also being silenced

in the West, where

thelr representation is
Increasingly dismissed.

Flegiilatbons isstiel last
maonth by the Ministry of Fropa-
gation of Virtue and Preven
tion of Viee introdoced stricter
dress codes for all Afgphans,
hut the rfestrctions stpa-
lated thal women nod
cover  themselves completely,
including the [ace, bui also

anly

CONTINUDUS STRUGGLE

Banned by 'Taliban,
Afghan women’s voices

dismissed abroad

Afehanistan’s new ‘vice and virtue” law bars women from raising their voice

conceil their voices in pubfic.

“The government has practi
cally inored the voice of women
and is seeking to eliminate as
much of the role of women
in socicty as possible” Haida
Akbari, 1 women righls activist
im Rabul, told Arab News

“The han on women's volces s
one af the steps toward the elimi-
nation of women's social role —
pnelther the first nor the bast”

The rghts of Alzhan women
have been curtalled since the
Taliban took control of Afgham
stan in 20021 when US-led forces
withdrew after two decades of
wi' following the invasion of
the country, Women and girls
have been gradueally barred from
attending secondary school and

umversity. undertaking  most
forms of paid employment, and
attending public spaces such as
public parks or gyms.

Each of the restrictions has
spurms  condemnation and
sparked debate in the Wesi
Haut while these are aimed at
defending the rights of women,
they rmarely include the volces
of those facing the reality of life
insdde Afghanistan,

In recent discuassions on Lhe
impact of the new “vice and
virfue™ law, a Canadian broad
caster sought a comment from a
former Afghan muinister, a former
member of parflament, and &
former governmen! official — all
living in exile.

Another intermational media

outlet focuwsed ifs coverage on
comments by a male activist, and
while if also invited three Afghan
WOMEn to Comment, nod ane was
living in Alghanistan,

For Akban amd other female
activists, such practices further
erode their representation and
struggle for empowerment.

“There 12 no douwbi that a
woman living inside Afghani-
atan who wants to continne her
life tnsdcde the country s very
different from someons wha 15
out=ide the country,” Akbari said.

“Women inside the country
wani  the problem to  be
aolvedd. but that does nol mean
welcoming another war i the
couniry ... These issues are not
covered in the media”

Culture

Feople visit the
Crarden Expo
"ark during a
lantern show
as part of
celebrations
marking the
Mid-Autumn

Festival in Beijing -

on saturday.

AFP

Banjay Kumar MN=w DOehl

MNasir Khuehamd and his fandly
have never parthcipated n &
mainstream election in Jamrma
and Kashmir, but he is currently
campaigning to mobilize others
to take part in next week's vole
the Arst in a decade and taking
place in a new political setting
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modis government strpped the
regron of 1ts autonomy in 2005,
Polling will be held in stapes
between Sepil. 18 and Ol |
to eleet a local assembly — a

fFuncated government with &

chied mimnster, wiho will serve
as the regron’s top official, and a
council of ministers instcad
of remaining under the direct

Young hashmiris set for
first local elections in decade

rile of New Dielhi.

The result will be announced
oy Ot 8,

“I don't care which regional
party wins, whal matiers is that
the people of Kashmir should
have someone who is their own”
Khuehami todd Arab News.

The 26-vear-odd national
convenor of the Jammu and
Kashmir Students” Association s
visiting dilferent districis of the
vitlley' to modilize stidents ahead
of the vote.

"For the last 10 years there have
been no elections in Jameme and
Rashmir, In the last lve yeirs,
afler the abrogation of specil
stittus. oven deomocracy  was
suspended, and it is bhureascrats
who run the region, There has

been no accountability,” he said
“When we compare these
bureancrats  with our own
elected leaders, we find thatl our
representatives are accouniabie;
they Haten to us, and they under-
stancd ws ... This accessibility we

FASTFACT

Kashmir has beaen without a
local government since 2018,

mmiss mow."

Kashmir has been without a
ocal  FOvVernment 2008
when Modis rmiling Bharativa
Janata Party brought down a
coalition govermment, forcing the
assemmbly o dissolve, A vear later,

S

Modis povernmeni abrogated
Article 370 of the Constifution,
which pranted the region its semmi-
audonomy, amd downgraded it o
a ederally controlled termitory

Indian officials have repeat-
edly skl that the move was
aimed at tackling separatism and
bringing cconomic development
i the region, but Khuehami said
people on the groumd have vet 1o
wilmess ii,

"All the development agenda
has [allen flat” he =awl. "How
many development  activities
ik place, how many univer-
shtles were crended, how FIkany
exams were canceled? This is
the reality.” He added that he was
hopeful that, alter the election,

“things mighl Improyve”

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Compulsory action

Serbian president
o reinstate
military service

Serhian Presicdent Aleksandar
Vuchk: sald on Saturday he
hindd approved e fernstale-
ment of compulsory military
SErViee,

“I hope vou all understand
how much we need a strong
army, how much we need (o
purchase and manufacture
more weapons,” e told a2 cere-
mony at the Military Academy,
Compulsory servioe would
last 75 davs, he told cadeis be-
ing promoted at the ceremony
to the rank of first officer,

"W don't want to attack
anyone. Nor will we do so. Bui
we want 1o deter those whao
relentlessly thiealen us every

day,” he added. AFP

UVAE-brokered doal

Russia and

Ukraine swap
2006 POWs

Hussia sabd Saturday it swappsed
103 Ukradndan soldiers held
caplive lor an equal rimber ol
Hussian PCWs i an exchange
dhesal brokered by the TTAE,

The Russian troogs [nsed 1n
saturday’s swap were captured
during Ukraine's incursion
into the Kursk resion, which
began on Aug. 8, according (o
the Russtan Defense Ministry,
There was no immediate con-
firmation from the Ukrainian
side.

“As a result of the negotiation
process, 1053 Russian service
men captured in the Kursk
reglon were peturned from
erritory contidled by the BEyiv
regimes” the manistry sal. AFP
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‘Higher Admissions’

NICHOLAS LEMANN

In the 19308, American
colleges and universities
began to scresn applications
using the SAT, a mass-

first mass higher education
system—and served to
promate the idea that

tha United States was

acdmirstered bacormeng a
IQ-descended Higher “meritocracy” in
standardized - which admission
S10nNS
test Thea ﬁdmiﬂ to selesotive
widespread higher education
adoption of the institutions would
test accompanled be granted to
the developrrsnt those who most
aof the world's daserved it,
Behavior issue Wreaking havoc
Norweglan royal Easiern Romania
held for vielating bhatiered with
resiraining order terrentlal rain

Norwegnan podice sacl on Sat-
urday that the 27-year-old son
aof Crovwn Princess Mette-Marit
had been arvested for violating
a restraining order,

Marius Borg Hotby was
initially detained on Aug, 4
fodlowing a nighttime roay at a
worman's apartment in Oslo amd
accused of cansing bodily harm
to the resident. with whom he
was laving a relationship.

M OFWEEan reelic FEeTls
sl pobice fownd a knife
stuck into one of the walls
of the woman's bedroom at the
time. AFP

Five people ineastern
Homania have been fosnd
dhead after torrential
rainstorms beft scores of
peapbe stranced i looded
Areas, emergency authorities
saled Saturday

Hescue servioes scrambled
to save 95 people in the hard-
hit castern counties of Galati
anid Vaslui.

The storms battersd 19
localities in el counbes im
Homania, with strong winds
i ming dosens of troes that
damaped cars and bloched
rodds and traffic. AP

o Faollow Arab NMews Briefs all through the day BlrabNews
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The Israeli-Palestinian battleground in the US election

nevitably, the borrific bloodshed of

the war in Gaza has entered Ameri

can political discourse. It was

inevitable because the US is nod

a newiral forees i Uhe condlici b

vEry much a main actor in every
aspec]. As ginch, i can muike a difference
— for better or [or worss

sadly, over the past 1 months it has becn
for the worse and it remains to be seen how
this is going o affect not only the presiden-
tal election bt also congressional contests,
esper Al v i whial i= one ol the most critkeal
edection years in Amencan history for the
future of the nation's democratic sysiem
and its relations with the world.
Az a rule of thumb, domestic lgsues

bencl Lo chefine the voling patterns of the
American electorate, not forelen affairs.
Nevertheless, the Electoral College
svelem through which presidents are
elected means that swing states — those
in which there is no clear majority for
either Democrats or Republicans but there
15 & concentration of volers likely o vole
sl o a sifgEle issue — are |'-.||1i|'|||:||'|:l.'

a2
The mood among
many in the US
has gradually
tilted against Israel
becanse ol iis
disproportionate
response in Gaza

IR -I'JI-‘-:. B - AT

ek i

conseguential to the overall result

For instance, in one key swing state,
Michigan, official Agures reveal that there
are 211,405 Arab American residents {somme
G L he I|'|-|' LEe peimbéer s closer 1o Panoe
that Agure), Conseguently. the votes of
that community, should it mass in support
of o candidate over the other in large
numbers, could prove decisive, especially
since the margin of victory for the winner
in Michizan at the last election was
relatively small.

Ulnit] Pressgclenl Joe Bedden Qe 1o
withdraw from the race, the prospect of the
Democrats winning the presidential clection
geemed to be slipping away toward a secomd
term for Donald Tromp, largely because of
Bichen's stance on the war in Gaza

When he stepped aside and was replaced
b Vice President Kamala Harris, b
prowviced the Democrals’ campalgn with a
new bease of life, But this was nod neces-
sarily because she distanced herselfl from
Biden on Gaza — although she can, rightly,
claim to have called for a ceasefire early in
e war, and she can somewhat distance
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hersell from Biden’s one-sided policies
because the role of the VP in foreign policy
decisions is usually quite marginal.

Farl of the debate on this issue in the
LIS, as it 8 in some other countries, is
too simplistic. It is presented simply as
a chodee hetween pro-Palestinkans and
pro-Israclis, rather than a clwopce between
those on both sides who would like to
bring the camage to an end and move on
towrard a permanent and peaceful solution,
andl those who thrive on pralonging the
conflict indelinitely untll some elusive idea
of “total viclory™ is achieved,

If the oatpoarring of sympathy for 1srael
andd the losses il sullered on that hormbc
Oict. 7 day was understandabde, the mood
among many i1 the LS has gradually tlted
against Isracl because of its dispropor-
Homate Rt NI LIER

I ks the tenis of Uhoasands of Palestinkans
who have been Killed i Gaza, many of
them civilians and many of them children.
[t ks the destruction of their homes, and it
is the fact that Gazans have been displaced
time and time again with no end in sight

that has led many Americans to question
175 support for Israel — even if in some
cases the way i which their crbicisms are
cxpressed 1s troubling

What many Americans could not under-
stand was Bidens reluctance to ensure that
the Tsraell government followed the advice
hie gave at the very begannung of this war
ko not fizhi in vengeance bat with a peolit-
pcal aim in mind, and one that is within the
rudes of international humanitarian law,

Arsertcans who would cast thelr vote
primarily with the aim of ending both the war
in Gaza and the wider conflict between the
Israclis and Palestinians face a tough choioe

bart Donald Trump can hardly be consid-
ered the omwe most likely to achieve this

I might actually be a Harris presidency,
considering her care for human rights
ani her understanding of what It means
to belong 1o a mistreated minority, thal
wiould offer some hope for change in US
foreipn policy on the Isracli-Falestinian
conflict. Mayvbe she can become the
honest broker that so many in the US, and
elsewhere, are hoping for

The real test for
the Tebboune
administration
lies in balancing a
erowing militarized
ethos with genuine
democratic

engagement

Algeria after President Tebboune’s overwhelming victory

n an election marked by apathy and
skepdicism, President Abdelmadjid
Tebboune secured an overwhelim-

g victory, clinching 94 percent of

the vote when Algerians went to the

polls lasi week. Yet the landslide re-

sult rajses g8 many questions as it answers,

Facing a second term with the weight
of pubiic expeciation amd scrutiny' on his
shoulders, Tebboune must now navigate
a path that not only bolsters his claims of
legitimacy but also engenders tangihle
sociopolitical and economic progress

Firsily, while the nation's hvdrecarbon
wineifall can offer some temporary relief,
I||-|:|;_:-I!:': i sl oS miusi ackidress Sy SLErTM
econamic raglity. Tebbounes admimstra-
ton feces the monumental task of diversi
fying an economy in which hydrocarbons
constitute 95 percent of export revenues
and] fumd vital social programs,

Ramped-up loreign interest i Algeria’s
natural gas, particularly from Europse as an
alternative 1o Russin :-:||||;:-|:|"-.. under-
scores Lhis urgency, However, meaningful

progress will demand structural reformns,
from efforts to attract diversified sowrces of
Hvestment o plans Il'nr|'1.-1|'|-|.':|||',.'_ I ROy -
ment, especially among the nation®s youth.
Without such actions, economic stability
will remain shackled to the whims of
violatile energy markets.

Secondly, the geopalitical challenges
Algrria [aces remain fommidable, A growing
meltary entente between Morooeo and
Tsrael, fedbowing the US recogniltion of
Moroocan sovereignty over Westem Sahara,
has strained Algeria’s regional posture and
eecalated its military preparedniess,

The presence of Russian mercenartes in
Mali and the continuing poelitical gridlock in
Libva increase the burden on the seourity
apparaius, further stretching Alsena'’s
attention and focwus. Meamwhile develop-
rneniis in the Sahel region’s “coup belt "
raarked by military takeovers of countries,
diminishes the region's stability, and exacer-
bates complex cross-horder threats,

Moreover, while French and American
mihitary withdrawials have been
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compensated for, in part, by Russian
private military company Wagner Group,
LS represenls a dellcare I|.t|.'||:||'i1|.|.: acd [of
Algeria, which historcally has opposed
external mterventions.

Tebboune's administration musi navigate
these external pressures while addressing
internal expectations for democratic
reforms that kave been stilled by an
omnipresent secunty discourse, creating
a virtual tightrope for him to walk in a
country that has a history of civil strfe,
combined with a heightencd sense of
vulnerability among the populace.

Thirdly, the enhanced prominence
andd visthility of mibitary insthiutions
exdacerbates thas fraglity, Tebbotune has
[requently appeared alongside the army's
chief of staff, Said Chengriha, and the
increased public presence of the military
shrmeals a deviation from it traditional
Behind-the-scenes mfluence

Although this overt assoctation might
solbcdify the regimes contral in the <hor

e, it nsks alienating civilEn support

anid perpetuating distrust among the
populace. Tebbounes second term will
therefore have (o nay igales a Coamplex polil-
pcal terrain in which a blurming of the lines
hetween military and civilian govermance
might spur resistance.

A revised constitutional framnework
declaring the military to be the protector o
the nation’s “vital ancd strategac interests™
portemnds a soenario in which ambiguous legal
[anpuape empowers the army to intervene in
civilian affairs under loosely defined terms,

Tebboune's second term therefore risks
widening the chasm between sovernment
proclamations and grassroots realities, a
dichotomy tha could more deeply entrench
national frestration if kel unaddressed

Navigating these 1ssues will require
more than povermance by decree; it
will demand genuine engagement with
political pluralism and econamic transfor-
mation — avenuwes hitherto blocked bat
which are imperative for any substantive
progeress lowand Tebboune's purported
vision [ora "New Algera”
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EU hit by double trouble, with Macron, Scholz on the ropes

or much of the postwar cra,
Cermany and Francee have been
the twin motors of European in-
tegration. Yet, as the continent
faces one of its polentially most
challenging persods, there are

possibie crises brewing in both nations.

Tobe sure, it is nod uncommon for there

1o be bdg political problems in one or the

other of these two traditional pillars of the

ELL However, what makes

Sepiember 20024 much

mare unusual is tere hive

: -.-- ,-—.

the Greens and the liberal Free Democratic
Party, may not survive in power unid the
sehwedubed federal ballot in September 2025
While it remains possible that Scholz
could win power again, albeit potentially
with a different coalitton, a long-running
plitical crisis continues to fester in France
followinge the success of the far-right
Nationmal RHally im June's European Parlia-
menit ballot when it won the most vodes
i1 that country. This
conundriim i potentially
worse Lhan in Germany, as

beren significant crises in It remains there is a seriows possi-
l.h|:-|:'ur|:|_:.-:|n|:’s fwo ]a.rg-:jst unclear if Macron bality that ﬂatiuml BRally
economies at the same time, X leader Marine Le Pen could
Crerman Chancellor Olaf and Scholz can become France's nexi presd-
schoks i still reeling from enhance their dent in 2027,
regzional ebection results in domestic political Immee=diately after the
East Germany carlier thes pﬂﬁl“ﬂiﬁ landmark European Parlia-
month that saw the Alterna- ment resull, French Presi-

tive for Deutschiand saiming

the most votes in Thuringia, the Arst tme
since the Naxd era that any far-right party
s wos i this weay inany state, The A
secured over 32 percent of the vole, almost
10 perceniage points ahead of the second-
placed Christian Democratic Undon.

The resulis are disturbing, but the A is
unditkely to win posver nationally at the nexi
mational election, even though it is a growing
political force, However, the unpopular
three-party coalition headed by Scholz's
Social Democratic Party, which ineluces

dent Emmanuel Macron

called snap elections in late June and early
July for the General Assembly that saw a
stalemate, with no one party winning close
Loy an overall majority, France still had a
carclaker prme mimster until the Sept. 5
appointment of technocrat Michel Barmier,
who led the EL's Brexit negotiations with
the LTHR. IT remains to be seen if he can form
i strong, sustainable government,

The political weakness of Scholz and
Macron s made worse by their poor
political relationship. It is noteworthy

ANDREW HAMMOND
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that since the end of Angela Merkel's long
chancelorship, Macron has sought to
halance French ties with Germany with
thoze of other key nations,

Most recently, for instance, he signed
the Barcelona Trealy with Spain, stepping
up conperation on rade and energy. This
inehades bailding o massive underwvater
pipedine to carry hydrogen and other renew-

relations followiang contunes of rivalry. The
European Economic Commumnity at the
timye had sik founding members: Franee,
Wesl Germany, Belgium, Ttaly, Luxem-
bourg, and the Netherdands, The EEC's
initial aim was to bring about economic
integration among its member states

Six decades later, in a transformed
European landscape, the Franco-Germman

abbe gases between Harcelona and Marseille.  alliance remains important,

Maoreover, in 2021, A stronger Macron-
Macron signed the Quir- .ii Scholz retationship could
nale Treaty with Ttaly, still help steer the EU
Under that pact, Franceand  Nedther leader may toward a pathway of
Italy committed to greater have the answers deepening cooperation in
coordination in areas such coming vears. Yet, there is
as migration and AL or the political a significant risk, instead,

This highlights that, capital toaddress o7 different futures, as
while the Franco-German the grnﬂ'lng neither leader may have
allinnece has been the tracdi- challenges ahead the answers or the political
ticmal motor of Europsean capital to address the
integration, cooperation growing challenges aheac,

between the two powers ebhbis and Aows,
depending in part on the personalities
of the offbce holders in Berlin and Paris,
Under Schodz and Macron, bilateral
relations have generally been far from
fruitiul, despite the galvanizing impact of
the Ukraine war.

This matters not just for bilateral relations,

bt also the future of the ETL I s now

just over six decades since the landmark
L8653 Elysee Treaty between France and
Cermany established a new foundation for

[t should be remembered that Trump, in
his first term, called for couniries beyond
the UR to beave the Brussels-based clhub. Al
best, the E1T may only be abile to muddle
through from where it s today,

This is why the brewing crises in Berlin
and Paris matter. With poteniially limited
time left in office, Macron and Scholz know
the remainder of their terms could still
have outsized impact in defining the bloc
in the late 20205, bul they may be unable
to sefEe the opportfunily.

Exploitation of critical energy elements needs to be equitable

& the world races toswvard

enerey transition, there has

been a sharp nse n demand

for critical elements, such as

copper, cobalt, and lithdwm,

which are essential (o the
production of renewable energy technolo-
e In the past 10 years, this has led to g mad
nish of cofmpanies trving to galn control over
the entire ceosystern of critical elements,

manufacturing, is bvpassing the communi-
ties, or even enlire countries, where these
key resaurces are tapped by the companies
I renewahle energy sector, most of which
are from distant lands,

At a global level, there 15 Intense compe-
tition between companies from the LS,
EU, and China, with Western countries
trying to weaken the stranglehold that
the latter has over the carrent glohal

[rom mining to refining, as supphes of critical energy
well as use in renewable i.i elements and, indeed, the
ENerey Eeneration. entire renewahble enersy
Many governments, In the race for ﬂ‘t‘.‘lﬂ]‘,ﬁ'_ﬂ'l:l‘l aulnn_il:lhilrﬁ
hugerseresolnese  CTIICAlemergy e
relatively rare elements, elements, the I get more complicated
have also seen the oppor- interesis of the and] competitive as other
tunity to make a qun:]-: local communities  countries look to join in,
minngrignsorthese . WMdthepoorare L bl
at ever-increasing rates, bEI“ﬁ ll'.'llﬂl‘ﬂﬂ within the next six years,

while some have seen

the opportunity to help their own crony
capitalists by imposing numerous condi-
tions, especially over foreign companies
invalved in mimng and relning.

These conditions involve a degree of
localization, which could certainly help the
local communities that live on or near the
lands where the mines or the refining and
manulacturing facilities lor these matenals
are located.

Howewer, for an overwhelming part, the
entire process, from mining and refining to

srm
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Bt in this race, the
imterests of the local communities and the
poar are bedng ignored, and the world seems
ter bee headed For a rerun of the colonial era
wihin natural resources from the codonized
couniries were grecdily over-exploted
b the coboniizers, with liitle regard to the
enviranmeental and social impact of their
activities, and also totally exclucked the
peopée Irom the colonized nations, who
simply walched their natural resources
being looded by outsiders who garmered
imnmsense wealth, while leaving the locals not

RANVIR 8. NAYAR

Fcrair S Mayal s T rrdraging
pdftor of Mecha el Srdup and
fcunoer-grecior of tha Egrope
ritn Foundabon for Escabancs

For Tull varsdon, o on 1o
wrww . arshnews comsopinian

just posrer bt also with o destroaved fand
In this context, a recent decision by Lhe:
LN io et up a panel to monitoer the entive
process 18 highly welcome and timely,
According to the UN, the Secrelary-Gener-
al's Panel on Critical Energy Transition
Minerals seeks to build trust between
governments, local commumnities, and
industry, by addressing issues relating to
equily, transparency, investment, sustain-

resources. The setting up of the panel

i certaindy a timely and right step, but

it 15 ablso important that the message

of equitable distribution reaches the
various private companies and govern-
ments involved in the exploitation of
these resources. Complex as it may
gound, the waorld needs to develop a
common standard operating procedure
for the exploitation of these resources lor

ability, and human rghts. meany reasons. Firsd and
UN Secretary-General .ii"-, foremaost, as we are
Antonio Guterres has potentially looking at
rightly said that for The impact mining hillions of tons of
developing countries, on the earth amd using trillions of
crifical minerals are a ' liters of water, the impact
critical opporfunity o environment on the environmeni
ereate johs, diversily and the societies and the societies near
economics, and dramati- near the III.IIII'IIE.' the mining sites will be
-:all.}'h-u-nistrn:wnucﬁ. He sltes will be unprccf-:ltn.l.cd.
also cantioned that these If companies and
natural resources must be unprecedented governments can rapidly

managed properly, and the
race to get these materals cannod tTrample
over the poor. As most of these mines ane
located in remaote and underdeveloped parts
of the poorest countries, the world nnest
ensure that the use of these resources ought
to first and foremost benefit the commaumi-
ties that are the guardians of these elementa
In many ways, this race toward net zero
represents both a huge opportunity and a
major threat for the world as a whole, but
egpecially for the developing countries
endowed with these highly sought after
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approach toward critical elements. it could
prove to be a boon to the communities and
countries endowed with these elemenis,
and also ensure that the collateral damage
is minimized and monaged properly.

However, if thess measures are nod agreed
on and implemented rigorously, then one
coaildd be looking at a repeat of the past twao
centuries in which a few have benefitted
from nature's bounty, while ravaging the
earth and leaving hundreds of millions of
people mired in extrense poverty.

SUBRCRIFTION
Hoad Of¥icn; (Feyadh)

PO Boa ZT04, Synch (1385
Tt [BE6-T4488 35 Foux | 56014425524

TOLL FREE: 5SS ud- 0OTH
Errail nfoeparabmadissa
Wah: wyws arabimadipco com

PRINTING TENTER
Riyadie F.O Bo 212

Foyacin 11383 Tat 1988- 1124570045
Fa=: iSEs-1r288si0d
Bales: Tel (A0S 1TATORIDT
Frs |5 TTH4T DR 5000
vy halnne rne sk coam

HECLAIMEN
Viems soprassed by writars
inthis section are Chadr
cavn &nd da niot naceaanrily
reflect Arab News' pobnt of views,




ARAE NEWS Sunday, September 15, 2024 11
HIEEr
i) 28
The company made very positive
strides In business development
b, during the first hall of 20024,
' h Abdulariz Al-Mowalger
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[nitiative designed to address severe financial issues, says CEQO of Emaar The Economic City
Sysd Ameen Kader foyadl & &
Sandi master developer The plan
Emaar The Economic is linkied
City's SRR.7 billion with our
(%252 hillion) capital long-lerm
oplimization plan is a strategy,
“strategic response” which isin
HII- It; current financial turn closely
ClLenges, accordl
Lo jts CED = Jilliﬂ]ll‘d
: wiih the
Speaking 1o Arab  News, Mﬂ?ﬂj“ﬁ
Abdulaziz Al-Nowaiser sid the f"n iskon
imfiabive s designed to address 205300
seveTe Anancial 1ssues, including
a significant revenue drop and a : o -
suharantial Hw.w.rl_win :m.l liwsis. e .Jr..,_.-__ o ;
The plan will provide the i :'-'E_FH-J-;__-:,_.
company, 25 percent owned et .~ o T I
by PIF, with greater flexibility ;- :
o invest in key projects and
support its ongoing premium
city operations.
Additionally, EEC will convert
SH4+bdlkion of debt into share capital.
This move Is designed o reduce
leverage and  inferest  expenses, Eman The
enhancing Anancial stabality, :TWD::E?
EEC is the masier developer developer
of the King Abdullah Economic of the King
City, a 18%-sq. km. development Abdullh
on the Red Sea coast, where over Economlc City,
W} multinational and  Saudi :.|1=EIEI--:|.lun.I
companies have already estab- o the Red Be
lished a home, const. Suppied

“*Thr capital optimization
plan is holistic — it is
diesigned o shore up
our financial posithon
while allowing us (o
continue o invest in
kev growth prodecis
that we believe will
support  our  refurn
to sustainable =hare
hobder value creation”
sibd Al-Nowalser, who
toak charge of the
company in May,

"Quarterly  fimancial  perfor:
mance will be driven by our
efforts to secure new contracts
and attract businesses and project
pariners o KAEC, and this is
what management is focused on,”
he toldd Araks News

Al-Nowaiser said the company
made very positive stnides in
business  development  during
the first half of 20024 and expecis
to make further progress in the
second hall, He saicd the company
looks forward to updating the
market in the coming months,
*“The capital optimization pan
will achieve its full posibve
impact in the mid- (o lone-termn.”

strategic overhaul

The need for such a plan
became evident after Saodi
Exchange-listed EEC reported
an B2 percent drop in revenue
and a staggering 460 percent
increase in net loss in the second
guarter of 2024. This financial
downturn has anderscored the
urgency fora strategic overhaul.

PBSF

ekl S e

alinmsa bank “

Al-Nowaiser, who holds a
masier's depree inaccounting from
Case Western Keserve University
in the U5, said the plan is intended
I support a turnarmud i EBECs
financial performance throash
targeted inftiatives,

“High/growing debt levels and
ebevated mlerest cxpense exacer-
bated some of the challenges
EEC faced in the last few vears
resulting in growing accurmtlated
losses”  Al-Nowaiser explained.
*The need for a comprehensive
capital restructuring and optimi-
zation plan became evident to
ensure long-term  sustainability
and create a strong platform for
future prowth.”

Vision 2050

The plan aligns with Sawdi Vision
2050, which secks to diver-
sify the cconomy and stimulate
erowih across varlous sectors.
Al-Nowalser sald EECs strategy
st pparts Vision 20600 odyjectves
by focusing on transforming
RAEC into a maor imdustrial,
fogastics, and tourism bk,

“Theplanis meticulousty inked
with our long-term  strategy,
which i= i twrn closely alipred
with the objectives of Vision
2030, said Al-Mowaiser, who has
argund 22 years of experience in
executive and advisory rodes at
e heT Companies,

He said EEC s making its efforts
todevelop residential communaties
with diverse housing opdions and
high-gquality social infrastrocture.

Additionally, the CEO sakd they
are working on bulding a city
that "“we belieove will become a
premier fourtsm and entertain-
ment destination by enhancing
visitor services and hosting inter-
national events.”

Financial stability
A significant component of the
plan 15 the SR38 hillion debt
restructuring, which involves
symdication with banks. This
restifuciuring alm= o align
repayment  schedules with
EECs investment and opera-
tional necds.

“This is very posilive [or our

Left: Represamtotives of BSF,
alinma bank, KAEC, SAR_ and SMA

during the signing ceremony.

Hgquidity profile and balance
sheet” Al-Nowaiser explalned,
adding that the principal obyjec-
tive of the syndicated loan
restructuring is to “re-align
the repayment schedules for
our bank debt facllities with
i own investment plan and
gperational  turnaround  and
liquidity profle.”

Begarding the conversion of
aR4 hillion of delt into share
capital, the CED said this repre
sents a previous SH20 hillion
facillly from the Ministry af
Finance, along with a SR1.1 billion
previously standing sharehodder
koan from PIF.

“The purpose of this debi
conversion 18 to significantly
de-leverage our balance sheet
and reduce interest expense.”
he said.

The plan also features a SRl
ballion new sharehodder facility
from PIF. " The convertible share-
holder loan from PIF plays an
impartant rode in bodstering our
Hgguichity position and providing
the necessary  shorl- and
medium-term funding for us to
mvest in critical and transforma-
tive growith projects, which are
what will make our turmaroaned
possible” Al-Nowaiser said.

Another Important aspect of
the strtegic financial restrac-
turing 15 the planned capital

decrease, aimed al stabilizing
EECE balance sheet by elimi-
nating aceumulated losses,

“This i= an important mesasune
required for us to take m order
i extnguwish our sccomulaied
bosses and create a 'clean slate?”
Al-Nowaiser stated. “IU 15 impor-
fant to mote thai the capital
decrease will have no adverse
impact on the operatlons of our
business, bul simply cleans up

o balanoe sheesed.

Future prospects
Looking ahead, EEC is advancing

NUMBER

SR4bn

EEC will convert SR4 billion
of debt into share capital.

several  high-profile  projects
within EAEC. These include the
King Abdullah Econommc Cily
Stadium, a 45000-scat sporis
arena scheduled o open by 200520

“As vour will probably be aware,
we've been growing our sports,
cnlerfaimment, tourism  amad
hospitality offerings extensively,”
Al-Nowalser said

The stadham will be a multl-
functional hub, including hotels,
mixedd-use  areas, and  sports
chmdes, T will haost major evenls
ke the FIFA World Cup 2004

and contribute sipnificantly to
BAECS potential as a world-
class sports, entertainment, and
tourism destination,

“This builds on our track
recortl for sporting venues: for
example. the city has been host
to the Roval Greens intermational
golf course simce 2017, which
has gained prominence and won
matltiple awards to become ane of
the most important goll courses,
mob st m the regaon, bul rather
giobally.” he added.

EEC 15 also proeressing with
nod e hospitality  peojects,
inchading a waterfront resort in
partnership with Vivienda, a loxary
eco-frienddly resort with Envl, and
the: Rixos at Emerald Shores progect
with FTG Developmeni.

These projects will play a key
role in enhancing BAECS profle
and supporting s long-term
erowih odsjectives,

Strategic priorities
EECs strategic priorities also
inclde real estate development
and ssset management.  The
company aims to attract and retain
reputable developers and inves-
fors, execule an efficienl master
plan [or RAEC, and mmprove Lhe
performance of its asscis

The developer will also be
forusing on selective execution
of slgnature projects, upgrading
and  monefizang  currenl  real
estate inventory, and partnering
with top operators to enhance
a=sed performance,
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SUSTAINABILITY

Saudi Arabia’s bold recycling

plan to see it become world leader

Bevond its environmental benelits,

Resm Walld Hiyach

In an era marked by
growing environmental
concerns and the
pursuit of sustainable
development, recycling
has emerged as a craclal
driver of economic
prosperity for couniries
worldwide.

Hevomd — its envirenmendtal
benefits, recycling haolds signifi-
canl  economic  advaniages,
[ostering job  creation, stimu-
lating  local  industries, and
holstering  long-term  economic
stabdlity.

sauch Arabla i seeking 1o make
the most of this incdustry, and in
January the Ringdom's Ministry
of Environment announced a
comprehensive plan o recycle
a significant portion — up to 85
percent — of the country's waste.

This initative is anticipated to
contribute approximately SHI120
hillionn {53199 billion) to Sawdi
Arabia’s groes domestic product,
and aims to generate  over
LR, OO0 emaploviment opportunk-
Hes for the Kingdom's sationals,

When  Tully implemented,
the plan will see the recwcling
aof around 100 milllon  tonnes
ol wasle annually, showcasing
the nation's commitment o
sustainabdlity.

The program aligms  with
Saach Arabilas broader s=ustain-
able development gpoals, empha-
sizing the implementation of
well-designed  strategies and
Processes across varkous sectors,
including the Nathonal Ewwviromn-
et Strategy.

Thinking behind

the plan

According 1o Julien Yermersch,
pariner at Bain and Co. Middle
East, the HRingdoms ambition
o divert B0 percent of its waste
away from lamdfills by 20440 is
not onky going to be achieved via
recyclinge.

"“While increasing circularity
and  materials  recovery  will
-:_'|'1'1.:-|||||'_|.' b ) very sigmihicant
lever — in particular, because
teday only about 5 percent of the
witsde |= [I:'II_'}'I'|I'I| = I|||;'-: Cinndal
he the only lever” Vermersch
told Arab News,

"Some  waste streams, e
peciiic hazardous waste, canmnot
easily b recyched and In some
cises  incmeration with  heat
recovery, Lo wasic-lo-cnergy,
will remain a betier option” he
aclched

There are more than economuic
factors at play in this plan,
Vermersch explained, pointing
o the rapdd urbanizatlon and

popalation growth n the
Ringdom putting existing infra-
structure  umder  sigmificant
[IrEsSLTE,

“All key wrban cenlers are
sAruggiimg with landbll satura-

ton and while it is possible o
e e SETes OF eXpeandd ':ll.i!'-.'llllﬂ
ones, thes tremnd wall rapad]y

in January, the Saudl Minlstry of Environment announced a comprehensbre plan to reayole a significant portion of the country's waste. =54

become unsustainable as orban
developments continue. Then
landhflls pose a real environ-
meental threat,” he saicl

The Baim and Co. partner shed
lighi om the fact that despite some

advancements in this area, the
effective management of leachate
remains 3 persistent  challenge
in urban and industrial areas, as
evidenced by nurserous nepsoried
instances of soll and groundwater
contamimnation over tmee

“Aolclitionally, in the absence
of  gas capture  systems, the
decomposition of organic wastes
in landflls i a major source of
methane emissions — estimated
b b arcained 20-50 Mipse (mdlkion
Tores Pt anniemb of OO eouiiy-
alent emissions, which s 57
pereent of the total preenhouse
emissions of the Ringdom”
Vermersch sabd.

He =aid the Kingdom's Landfill
diversion target 15 consistent
with what is alresdy achieved in a
mumiher o European oountres or
sefect adhvanced Asian countries

“The ambition to pet there
by 2040 however is quite bold.
For these countres that have
made the transition, FEliing 1o
a0 percent lancdhll diversion has
been a 25-plus vears jouarmey
requiring  stringent  regulilions,
public engagement to buld
avwareness and support  and
massive capital invesiments in
new waste managzement infra-
wiruciure” the i lgiite ol Jard fesd,

Yves Takchi, prncipal and

global co-lead Far the Arthur I,
Little Waste, Water amd Circu-
larity Competence Center, told
Arab News that according to
the National Center for Waste
Management the overall ambltion
15 sirmilar across all waste streams,
with the combined landhll diver-
sion fargeis close to S0 peroent
fior all types.

“To achieve this diversion
rate, Sawdi Arabia has pui a
great emphasls on recycling,
bl §5 also aiming 10 deploy a
variety of other techniques such
a5 waste-lo-energy (o compde-
ment it The landfll diversion
targets that the Kingdom of Sawdi
Arabla has embeaced are rooted
in an ambitious and yel scien-
tific approach to transform the
waste management sector in the
country,” Takch said

He said that at a simtegic level,
countries have three high-level
options o manage the waste that
is penerated by its econommy.

“Firstly, mosl economibes with
i nascent waste  management
seclor treat wasle manage-
ment as a sanitation service
and foras on reducing
expenditures while
safeguarding  public
healthe. This  often
means  that  thas
heavily  rely arl
sanitary landflling as a
cheap and effective method
o dispose of waste. The
sk Ao 1% :|.-::I||;:-1-|'|:|.
by countries that want to

GHLIGHTS

® The program aligns with
Saudi Arabia's broader

goals amphasizing the
hnp-‘lurnurrl:n‘l:inn of weli-
designed strategies,

® This initiative is anticipated
to contribute approximately
SR120 billion to Saudi Arabia's
gross domestic product.

® |t also aimis to E-:lnbm.t-l:l

aver 100,000 employment
eppartunities for the
Kingdom's nationals.

® When fully implemented, the
plan will see the recycling of

arcund 100 milllon tonnes of
waste annually,
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minimize the waste that goes to
landfills while still maintainine
convenience and ewse of mple-
mentation,” said Takchi

He =l the usual objectives
in this scenario are to avold
landfilling in recognition of its
covironmental damage  and
UNNCCessary space usage, as well
as to leveraze wasie to fuel the
increasingly  energy-demancing
EOOTIOImIeS,

The Arthur L Liftle official
glsor said that countries in this
situation uswally end up relyving
heavily on recovery technolo-
gics such as wasic-to-cnergy
and refuse-derived fuel, which
although have a higher cost andd
only margnal improvements in
environmental perfonmanoe, are
much easicr to pul in place and
rely much bess on citizen partic-
pation and behavioral change,

Takchi sabd that world leaders
in waste management follow the
third approach.

“Thhisse counines fave
managed to put in place svstems
that strive toward a

circular ECOnomy
apyproach - Ay
opposed 1o the
linear wse-throw-
dump model Thear
waste systems  follow
the waste hierarchy,
which
the reduction and reuse of
waste materials, then the
usage of recyching as the nexi
best alternative, with waste

maximizes sl

recycling bolsters long-term economic stability, experts believe

I ENEFEY anid SHETEY FECOAETY
irnsitonal and resichaal  treat-
ments belore landfillimg.”™ he s,

With regards to the Ringdom,
Takchi  believes  that  Saodi
Arabia has “rightly understood™
Hhaal I k5 0 a uniegue position fo
hapirog from ils current meoded
to the more advanced, ambitiows
sl

“The country as a whaole is
cmbarking on a massive trans
formation journey embodied by
Vislon 20040, which has paved the
way for massive nvestments in
infrastructure across sectors and
has demonstrated that the Saodi
people are remarkzbly  adapt-
able and ernbracing of positive
change™ e said,

The benefits of this
include envircnmental protec-
on of land, air and water, i
erowlh in local socio-economic
value by increasing investments
in infrastructure and creating
johs, and erabling sell-sufflciency
in matertals by keepdng scarce
resources — [lke rare medals and
minerals — flowing within the
economy, which improves the
trdde halance

ol

Recyeling goals
According to Takchi, the Kingdom
has galvanized the sector through
the creation of wo  separale
entities Samdi.  Investment
Recyeling Co., and the National
Center for Wasie Management,
als0 knoawn as MYWARN,

The former was established by
the Public Investment Fund to act
as a sector champion, unlocking
access to capital and investing in
sector-bulkding  investments  in
partnership with local and world
leading companies.

MWAN created a unified sector
regulidor that consolidated Che
previcusly  fragmented  regula-
tory ecosystem and took the lead
in putting in place the ambiticuws
pubdic-sector led elforts to enable
Rl s Lor's translormainom.

“We have already seen devel-
opmenis from  both  entities,
with SIRC having put in place
recvoling initiatives and muliiple
massive Investments announced
— including mega scale infra-
siruciure for Rivadh City. On the
olyer hand, MWAN has already
pul in place the umibed Waste
Managrment Law and its Imple
menting Hegulations, the new
regulatory  framework for the
sector that has finally resolved
mgmentation  of  reguiation
challenges,” Takchi addedd.

The Glabal Co-Lead For Arthur
L Little Waste sud that MWAN
has also begun o improve the
compliance environment, havine
embarked on a large-scabe master-
|:-]:|:||r|:||:|;.: FRETClRe across e
chifferent regons in Saucd Arakaa

It has also anmounced multiple
sector-cnabling initiatives aimed
at preventing waste at the source,
MCENUYIZINE Fesolirnce pecoversy
and maximizing diversion from
Lampdiills and including the launch
i hundreds ol

ogrporiunitaes

ivesirrent



Skill emnablement will ke a plllar of the partnership, achieved through structured tralning programs to foster expertise in Al engineering, the officlal sald. Seppieao

Nour El-Shaer Fiyadh

sandl Arablas potential
as a global leader in
artificial intelligence is

drawing attention from
major industry players,
with SambaNova Systems
being one of the latest to
invest in the region.

The US-based, multibillion-
dollar AT sodutions  provider
plans to deliver advanced infra-
giructure 1o support  Saudi
Arabla® economic  growth,
aiming to position the Kingdom
as 4 key hub for innowation and
development.

The company speclalizes In
providing  advanced  machine
learning and Al solulions o
enterprises,

sambaMova’s technology helps
businesses aocelerate adopdion

of the technology, mprove
decision-making, and drive
operational  efficiency  across
industrices,

Marshall Chaxy, SETIHOT
vice president of  product
at SambaMNova Svslems,

highlighted the companys
mtent o provide durable Al
[acilities that will fuel economic
erowih in the region. positioning
Saiudi Arahia as a key plaver in
the inciustry

"We arc making a strategic
investment in Saudi  Arahda
because the region — like the
LS — believes Al 18 a sirtegdc
imperative o fuel its economic
growth and become a global hub
for knowledze-based imnova-
Hon,” Choy tobd Arab News.

He stated that AT s reshaping
global dvpnamics and enabling
businesses to galn a comipetitive
edpe by
making,

improving  decision-
reducing  cosis,  and

STARTUP OF THE WEEK

US-based SambaNova sets
sights on Saudi market

Al solutions provider to deliver advanced infrastructure
to support Saudi Arabia’s economic growth

allowing companies to operate
on-premise with enhanced data

Privacy.

A prosperous future
“Dur goal is to provide durable
Al infrasiructure to  promaole
the prosperouns [uture of
the Rmpdom by deploving
sambaNova Systems,”  Choy
aclchexd.

He also noted that collaboras-

ton with local Saudi organiza-
tions will be ey i developing
Al expertise In the reglon,
stating that SambaNova aims Lo
“help enable, through collabora-
tion, durable model leadership
to help establish the Kingdom's
leadership In the Middle East
and North Alvica”

Chov also explained that the
companys expansion  into
Saudi Arabia will enable
it to reach other Gulf
countries.

s Eill enable-
ment, e sald, will
be  another pillar
of the partnership.
achicyed through
structured frainimg
programs to foster deep exper-
tise in Al engineering.

This expansion aligns with
SambaNovas broader stratesic
vision, which locuses on lorming
partnerskips that support digital
transformation for both govern-
ment  instiftutions and corpo-
rations. Choy noted that Al is
increasingly essential for nearly
every organization,

"Nearly  every company
needs to be an Al company.
We believe Al is an asset, not a
oo, and SambaNova dellvers
enterprise customers secure
ownership of thelr models, as
wiell as the ability to train them
on ther data, maximizing the

value of their Al investment,
Choy said.

The semor vice pressdent
secs Al as an accelerant for
productivity that will nod only
drive technology amd business
bui =soctetal and
advancement.

Choy further cmphasized
the critical role of the Saudi
government in the regions Al
EX|RERSlon,

With the governments S40-
billion mvestment plan in the
technology, there s
support  for  the
development.

Weare making a strategic
imvestment in Saudi
Arabla becanse the
region — like the
LS — believes Al
is astrategic
Imperative to
el i1s economic
growih and
'b‘ become a global
huh for knowledge-
barse] innovation.

Marahall Choy
S I e e eSi et af
product of SernmaMNoyn Syabeems

SCOnnmic

RLPOTE
inalustry s

"Having native sovercizn Al
capahilities in the Kingdom will
cnable that fast transition and
acceleration from a technolosy
and infrastructure perspective,”
I ackedel,

The company 15 also working
with the Kingdom to build a
strong  infrastructure that wall
position the nation as a regional
leader For the technodogy, Choy

expdilned
He highlighied that pariner-
ships  between  governmenl

ministries, private enterprises,

and providers ke SambaNova
will be fundamental to suceess,
both at the national and corpo-
rate levels.

The company wanis o be
the Mo, 1 Al provider in the
Saucll  market,  Accordingly,
SambaMova has parinered
with the Kingdom®s largesi
Company, Aramoco.

The partnership SAW
sambaMNova deploy systems on
sile for Lhe energy gant, serving
wp Al capabalities for its internal

intelllgence svstern called
Metabrain.,
“Mctabrain was a  progect

where we co-developed an Al
madel trained on 20 years of
Aramco historical data, this s a

model that was completely balll
on sambaMova infrastructure”
Choy stated.

Thi=s model of oollabora-
tionn has proven elfective in
other markets, and SambaXNova
expecis the same success in

saudl Arahia,

Hoosting the

startup ecosystem
Bevond technological advance-
ments, Choy siressed that Al
would have a significant Tmpaect

onm the Ringdom's  growing
startup ecosvsiem, fostenine
innovation and enabling

businesses 1o scale.

“We see this as having a very
profound impact on how the
erowing Sawdi startup ecosystem
i able to foster Innovation and
properly grow their businesses
using state-of-the-art Al capabil
ities  like SambaNova Suite”
Chow sadd.

The business environment in
Saudi Arabvia is also well-suited
o SambaNovas growth and
HEFCWaliom ;_"-::-.'ll:-:. :|¢'|'|||"|||r||.'. 13
the official.

According to a press release,
Fard has carmied s sales
momentum forward from 2073
into the first half of 2024, deliy-
EFrE 15 peroent Y ear-on-yesir
growth in the Kingdom.,

Ford 15 on track to achieve
even greater success, with
sales for 20024 expected to
dhothle compared 1o 2022,
Ford i the Afth largest original
ecquipinent manufacturer in
the Ringdom, and a leader in
the Sawdi antomotive sector,

Ravi Ravichandramn, presi-
dent of Ford Middle East, said:
*The Sandi growith story over
the past couple of yvears has
been nothing short of spec-
tacular” AN
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Automotive Economy
| Ford sales in China continues
KSA expected to grapple with
| to double lagging demand

China’s econony softened in
Augnst, extencing a skbowdown
i iscliestrial activity and veal
estate prices as Begpng faces
pressire to ramp up spending
Lo stimulate demand

Data published by the
Mational Burean of Statistics
Saturday showed weaken-
ing activity across idustrial
prodiction, retail sales and real
estate this month comparecd
to July,

“We should be aware that the
aclverse impacts arising from
the changes in the external en
vironment are increasing,” sakd
Lin Alhua, the bureans chief
econeanis in a news conler-
ence. AP

Chart of
THE DAY

In 2023, Moeta's ravanne
stood at $134 billlen

Hogroe: ntizTn

META:
ANMUAL REVEMNUE &0 %

What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Startup Owner’s Manual

STEVE BLANEK. BOB DORF

This book is a reference
guide for startup founders,
antrepranaurs, investors
and educators, offering
instructions an how to

busild a successful and

organizing principle for
startup hypotheses.
The book offers detalled
instructions on how to get,
heep, and grow

PHE BTAsrTs customers through
scalable business Owmens Masuai  web and physical
It Mmoorporates :,_._";'h'__*:"::: ohanneals, an:ﬂr-:ling
the "Business Model to A review on

Canvas” as the

goodreads.com.

T Sl el B,

Financlal erisls

Maldives says
no necd for

IMF bailout

The Maldives zavs its financial
troubles are “temporary ™ and
the Tuxury tourdst destin-
tion has no plans to seck an
International Monetary Fund
bailout after warnings of a
possible sovereign defauli.

Fareign Minster Moosa
Zameer said the Indian
Ocean archipelago was
pressing ahead with tax hikes
to meet s debt servicing
obiigations,

“We have bilateral partners
whao are very sensitive to our
needs and our situatbon ™
Zameer said,

"I seriously don't think itisa
time where we will be right now
engazing with the IMF™ AFP

Aviation

Boeing and
siriking workers
to resume talks

Talks between Boeing and
siriking US factory workers are
dhue 1o resume early next weelk
unsier a federal meddiator, the
government said, after work-
ers voled overwhelminmgly to
reject an earlier proposal from
ihe embatiled aviation giant,
Thousands of Boeing [actory
workers in the US walked off
the jobs Frickay over the pav dis-
puade, 1= first strike in 16 years,
Union leaders called for
the strike to stari just after
micdnight, shortly after hourly
workers in the Seattle region In
the Pacthe Northwest spurmed
the tentative contract with
4.6 percent of the voie, and to
sirike with 96 percent. AFP

o Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @AmbNews
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MNew Murabba represents a major
matbomal initiative, and we are deeply
coammitted to supporting it b £3
providing thae latest digital technologies, S5

HMayan Alwetald

CED af are Ordeg

Or

FRESS RELEASES
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Michasd Dyke, CED of New Murabba, and Olayon Alwetnld, CED of stc Group, at the signing ceremany, along with other ofTiclads from both sides. The partnership will leverage a wide range of iInnovative digital solutions.

stc’s digital solutions to power
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SMART CITY DEVELOPMENT

- S g T .

New Murabba downtown

stc Group, a leading enabler
of digital transformation, has
sgmed a  sirateglc partner-
ghip agreement  with New
Murabba, a Public Investment
Fund company, o enhance and
facilitate the implementation of
advanced communications and
information technology at the
upcoming New Murabba misged-
use development i Rivadh.
The partnership will leverage a
witle range of innovative digntal
solutions provided by ste Group.

Through agreements such as
this one, stc Group aims to drive
digital and technical ransfor-
malion across makor prajects in
the Kingdom, enhancng infra-
structure and digital services
within the real estate sector, by
leveraging the most advanced
e LT THTRI TR

Olavan Alwetaid, CEQ of sic
Group, saikd: “This strategic
partnership reflects sic Group's
el bt ProsyELEm
and its ongoing commitment
o dnving digital transforma-
tion and being a key enabler
of national development. New
Murabha pEpresenis 4@  magor
national initiative, and we are
deeply commitied {o supporting
it by providing the latest digital
technologies.”

Michael Dvke, CED of New
Murabba, =aid: "Our strategic
partnership with stc Group
will positkon New Muorabba as a
ploneering urban development
that enhances guality of life and
serves as a global example of
inmovation and sustainability.
This collabaration will further
eslablish New Murabba as one of

ellgital

HIGHLIGHT

The partnership between stc
Group and New Murabba will
boost innovation and improve
the guality of life, in alignment
with the Kingdom's objectives,

the world's most Iransformative,
modern downtowns.”

The parinership between sic
Group and New Murabha will
boost Inmnovation and mprove
the quality of life, m alignment
with the Kingdom's abjectives, It
will also enahle New Murabba to
benelitl rom the most advanced
technologpcal sodutions, enabling
it to offer a truly unigue experi-
ence for residents, workers, and
visliors alike.

This strategic alliance ocovers

the potential implementation of
all projects related to commu-
nications  amd information
technology Infeastructure. N
almo includes the utilization of
stc Group’s diverse and innova-
tive digital sodutions, supported
by their expertise in amart city
development, These salutions
will encompass key elements
siich as the Internet of Things,
intelligence,  cloud
services, and cvbersecurity,
New  Murabba 15 shaping
new standards for urban devel-
opment n the Kmnmgdom, and
champloning Rivadh's ransfor-
mation o a global, modem
medropodis, The destination will
seamlessly integrate technolosy
with nature and sustainability,
driving the capital’s evolution
and improving living standards.

artificeal

Al the heart of New Murabba
15 the Mukaab, an architectural
icon  measuring M0 meters
in hedght, width, and length,
making i one of the largest
urban structures in the world.

This partnership underscores
gl Groups commitment  fo
advancing the real estate and
tourism sectors in the Kingdom
by  providing cotting-edge
cofmmunications and nforma-
tion technologes o benehcianes
and visitors, [£ will elevate smart
technology  services in new
urban developmenis, fostering
the growth and expansion of the
national economy. Ullimately,
this parinership aligns with the
hingdom's sustainable develop
ment goals, and wall play a key
robe in enhancing the well-being
of Saudi society.

CLAIMS ASSESSMENT

Najm reveals new indicators
for detecting insurance
fraud in accidents

In lre with s ohgoing eforts o
enlumoe insurance fraud preven-
ton, Majm for Insurance Services
lins announced new indicitors for
gemessing the kegitimacy of traffic
aocidents and detecting  fraod.
This announcemeni was  made
during the Ant-Insurance Framd
Workshop organdzed by Nagm last
week at the King Abdulaziz Cemter
for Natteomal Dialogue in Rivach.
The workshop was held under
the patronage of e Insumance
Authonty, i collaboration with
the General Department of Traffc,
and was attended by lesders from
[nstrance companies and Najm,
Niggm's updated raud detection
indicators for traffic accidents
stemn fromm discussions and
recommendations gathered
during three workshops held in
Alkhobar, Jeddah, and Rivadh.
These were conducted in collab-
oratlon  with Nam’s strategic
pariners,  and (ocuwsed  on

combating frand in the vehicle
insurance sector. As a result,
seven key indicators were devel-
o, covering lactors such as the
time of the accident, the driver,
accident circumstances, accident
doecumentation, damage discrep-
ancies, pre-existing damage,
and evidenee at the accidend
scene, The updates also mclade
records of parties and vehicles
in Majm's database, which help
in aldressing the legitimacy of
accidenis.

The direci discussions among
participants of the workshops
were Instrumental in developing
these incdicators,

A debegation from the Insumance
Authority, led by Ahmed Al-Quesair,
execitive director of supervision,
participated in the workshop, In
his speech, Al-Qusair emphasized
the authontys commitment to
supportng  efforts that  promote
Irand-ree insuranoe practices,

SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS

Two upcoming events to lead
future of KSA’s built environment

Sl Arabla g sef 10 host wo
groumdbreaking evenis, the
MEP Imternational Conference
20024 and the maugural Building
Envelops Design amd Insulation
Conference 2024, on Sepl. 16-17, al
Jeddah Hilton.

These crr-Bncatexd FVETIES,
sippaorted by the  Minstry ol
Municipalities and Housing akong
with other key indusiry stake-
hobders, will revolutionize the
region’s construction  lamdscape,
cmphasizing sustainable and
mnovative solubons in alipnmoent
with Visiog 2030,

The MEP International Confer-
ence 2024, hekl with the tagline
"Fioneering  Sustammable Innova-
tbon,” will convene leading experts
toexpdore the future of the mechan-
jeal,  electrical, and  plumbing
sectors in Sauci Arabia. Backed by
prominent organizatons such as
BAFTY Development ad Manage-
ment Company, ROSHN, Ked Sea

(lobal, Rua Al-Madinmah Holding,
CIOR, and CIHSE, this conference

will feature distimguisked keynode
speakers  including  Mohammexd

Agiri, chairman of the Sandi
Council of Engineers, and Khalid
Abdulixh Al-Molhem, CED of Saucdi
Electnoty Company,

The agenda will cover a wide
range of critical topics, fom
sustainable enersy solutions and

gimeart  bulkding  technologies o
digital  transformation,  driving

discusstons on best practices and
erotimdbreaking  innovations  thal
will shape the Duture of the industry.

Co-located with the MEFP Inter-
national Conference, BEDIC 2024
focuses on “Advancing Buklding
Envelope Design®™ and marks the
regions first dedicated event
on  badlding  envelope design
and nsulation.

With the =uppori of the
Ministry, the National Commities
for the Saucdi Building Code,
and leading  industry  pariners,
the conference will address the
increasing  demand for sustain-
able and energy-efficient bullding
solutbons I line Saudl
Arahia’s Vision 20350,

with

Corporate
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Threat Detoction

ISG names
Kaspersky
‘Leader’ for XDR

Raspersky Extended Detection
and Response has received
“Leader” status from Informa-
tion Services Group for the
secowd vear in a row, reaffirm-
ing i lechnological exeellence
and capabilities to combat new
and complex threats,

The 156G Provider Lens
Cybersecurity — Solutbons
and Services Quadmant repor
analyzes the cybersecurity
mearket, comparing provider
partfolio aftractiveness and
compelitive strengths, This
study aims to evaluate suppli-
ers of extended detection and
response procducts designed o
provide workspace secunity,
network securty, and work-
losd security.

Tournmmeent

Arab Ludo Cup
ignites Egypt’s

esports scene

Om Sepd. 6, the AppGallery
Garmers Cupand Yalla Ludo,
the region’s top mokike board
game app, brought the excite-
micTit to a fever pitch at the
Laclo Arab Cup, held at the
Wiestin Cairo Godf Besort and
Spa. Co-spomsored by the
Ezvpl Tourisim Authaority amd
the Ezvplian Exporis Federa-
Hesn, this high-enensy touma-
ment saw 32 skilled competi-
tors battle it oat for a share of
thie E20,000 prise puosol.

The event drew a diverse
group of players, including
attendance firomm Saudi Arahia
an] Kuwait, while Egypi’s
o female players i wp the
coinpetition, securing a well-
deserved third place.

Milestone

Etihad Airways
marks 20 years

in Bahrain

Bahrain Alrport Company,
the operator and managing
boxdy of Bahrain Intemational
Alrmpaort, celebmited the 204h
anniversary of Efihad Adr-
wiays” successful operations
in Bahrain, To mark this mmbe-
stone, BAC hosted a special
ceremony at BLA, atended by
key pepresentatives from both
orAnizabions

Since cCOMIMEncing e
Howms at BLA in 2003, Etihad
Alrways has be oo a cormer-
stone partner, playing a vital
rike 1N connecing Bahradn to
a vast nefwork of destinations
acrass the globe. The airfline’s
three daily fights utilizing
rodlern atreralt of = Alrds
AN family have transported
mkllicws of passengers, sig-
nificantly boosting Rahrains
Fonresim anc busoess seclors,
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Sport News

AP Londgon

The tirst edition of

the AFC Champlons
League Ellte begins on
Monday with stars such
as Cristiano Ronaldo,
Neymar, and Rivad
Mahrez looking to lead
thelr Sauwdi Arabian clubs
to success in Asla,

Al-Massr, Al-Hilal, and Al-Ahli
are among the favorites to win
next Mays final and reinforce
the Sandi Pro League ambitions
of hecoming one of the best in
the world.

In the summer tansfer
windows of 2023 and 2024, 5PL
clubs spent over %1 hillion on
transfers o bring top-level players

Froim the big Eurogean beagues,

AFC CHAMPIONS LEAGUE ELITE

Saudi clubs aim for dominance
as new era in Asian soccer begins

Cristiano Ronaldo, Neymar, and Rivad Mahrez lead the charge in prestigious tournament

Al-Hilal midbelder Hoben
Neves joined Al-Hilal mm W23
from Wodverhanpon Wanderers
of the English Premder League for
a fee of around $60 million and
does not doubl that the SPL has

enough quality.

"I have said this a few times
— if your compare my data from
English Foothall to Sandd footlail,
I mnm even more, bul with the
el Werence that Trun o 40 degrees
(Celsius, 104 Fahrenheit)l” Neves
saicl after helping Portugal
to a 2-1 Nations League
win  over Scotland
on  Tuesday when
Honaldo scored the
winning goal.

" am n good
shape physically. Both
Cristlano and 1

proved today
f

|5 ACKRGROUND

Al-Nassr, Al-Hilal, and Al-Ahli
are among the favorites to win
next May's final and reinforce
the Saudi Pro League =

ambitions of becoming one of
the best in the world,

that Saudi foothall has quality”
Al-Hilal s the most successhal
team im Asia, with four conti-
mental  tles, amnd Bt has
started s campaign agxins
Al-Rayvan of Qatar. Ronaldo
wion flve UEFA Champlons
Leaguies bul has vel (o win a
mijor trophy with Al-Nassr,
amd he will face Irag's
Al-Shorta while Mahrez andd
Al-Ahli host Persepolis of Tran
in Jeddah,

e

=

As well as the big siars,
reinforcing  the chances of the
giants from Jeddah and Riyvadh is
that from the guarterfinal stage
on, all games will take place in
Saudi Arahia

There are bigger changes,
however, The Elite version
replaced the AFC Champlons
League as the continenl’s op
tournament.

The mumber of teams partici-
pating has reduced from 40 to 24
Instead of 10 groups of four, there
are two groups of X, divided into
east and west geographic zones,
with teams plaving elght games,
with the lop eight progressing 1o
thee sercomd rouncd.

In the east zone, China, South
Rorea, and Japan all have the
macdmum  allocation of three

fenms, although Avstralia only has

| fee] ready to come back,

really eager to be on the pitch.

Juan Mata
Tpankh feodbal sinr

15

the Central Coast Mariners.

Clubs from the A-League have
struggled Im the Champions
League in recent vears, bat iF the
Mariners succeed, there may be
mee places for Australian teams,

“We know if we perform and
carry out our game plan and
play otr way, we can compete,”
Central Coast headd coach Mark
Jackson sacl,

"We've shown that. Whether
we can compele consistently on
that fronl, again with the sue of
squacs these teams have, how
they can travel because I'my sure
these feams travel differently o
o we travel”

The Elle toumament has
become more lucrative, with the
winner receiving $10 million in
prize money, an increase from 546
million last season,

PREMIER LEAGUE

Forest stun Liverpool to end Slot's honeymoon

AP L yarpaol

Liverpoad's perfect start wumder
Arne Slot came to & stunning end
a5 Nattingham Forest won 1-0 at
Anfield on Satwrcay, while Erling
Haaland's dowhle sent Manchester
City three podnts clear at the top
of the Premier Leagoee ina 2-1 win
ovel” Brentford.

Earlier, Manchester United
eased the pressure om Ertk ten
Hag with a comfortable 3-0 win at
Southamplon,

Forest had not won at Anfiekd in
the top flight for 55 years, but the
home faithful were stunned when
Callum Hudson-Odol fired  the
winmer 18 minuwtes later.

Liverpocd had won all three
opening  games  under  Shol
without conceding,  including
a 30 win away al Manchesier
United two weeks amn

But the Reds were sloppy and
sluggish after the International

bireak and macde to pay.

Luis Diaz hit the post, and [Mogo
Jota wasted a log chance (o put
Liverpood alvwesd before hall-tome.

And they were punished when
Hudson-Odoi latched  omto
Anthony Elanga’s pass, cul inside,
and unleashed an accurate strike
lowy bevond Alisson Becler,

“The result fustrates us the
most, and we canmol be happy
about how the game went. 1t was
a stop-start game, and we hardly
created any chanoes” sald Slot.

"We only have (o look at
ourselves. We have to be better,
Far too many tmes, we lost the
ball around the area, It was not
good cnough. We have to be
hetter with the ball”®

Victory Hfts Forest into fourth
with elght points from  their
opening fowr games

“"The plavers did it so well
We were against the ropes budt
stayed in the game amd found our
moment,” said Forest boss Nuno
Espirito Santo.

City took full advantage of
Liverpools defeat to move clear
at the top by stretching their 100

peroent recond o four games
despite a disastrons stari.

However, Haalands form at
the starl of the scason remains
unstoppable, even if the Norwe-
glan just missed a record third
conseculive  hat-trick in  the
Premiber Leagae,

The 2-year-olds  powerful
deflected offort brought City level
before he showed a combination
o strength and skill to shrgg off
Ethan Pinnock and dink the hall
over the onmshing Mark Flekken.

Only the post denied Haakand
ancther hat trick after half-time,

but he has a Premicr Leaguc
record of nine poals m the
season's flrst foar games.,

United had been lef to decay
on their humbling by Liverpool
for two weeks over the interna-
tomal break but bounced back
after a slow start at Southampton,

The Hed Devids needed a
penalty save from Andre Onana
o deny Cameron Archer before
wo goalks in five minutes just
before hall-time swung the game
decisively i the visitors' favor,

Matthiis de Ligt nodded in his
first United goal before Marcus

Rashford ended his six-month
droaght by Anding the botlom
corner with a curling efford.
sSouthampion are vet o register
a point in four pames since

thedr retwrn to the top fight
and inflicted more damage on
themsehves when caplain Jack
stephens saw red for a wild lunge
ot Alefandro Garnachi,

The Argentine dusted himself
off 1o round off the scoring with
a thumping finish into the roof of
the et I stoppsage tme,

“Once Amddre  stopped  the
penalty, we scored a goal with

R The result

frustrates
us the

st sl
W Canmod
¢ behappy
abwut how
the game
wenl lwas
astop-start
wame, and

wi hardly
created any

Mottingham
Forest's Morato

in mction with

Liverpoaol's
Mohamud Salah

during Satsrday's
Premier League
socoor match.

I Reuters

Matthiks de Ligt. The game was all
o, and we dominated the game
from that poand,” said Ten Hag.
Third-pdaced Brighton remain
umbeaten but could not break
down Ipewich in a O-0draw al the

ATNeEX,

Crystal Palace came [rom 2-0
diovwn tosalvage a 2-2 draw agninst
Leicester thanks to Jean-Philippe
Mateta's dowble,

Wist Ham struck late through
Danny Ings to snatch a 1-1 draw at
Fulham Arsenal face Tottenham
in the north London derbw in the
pick of Sunday’s action.

Sport

Briefs
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Tennis coach

Osaka‘no

longer working
with Fissette’

Former world No. 1 Naomi
Crsaka has anmounced that
shes o longer working with
coach Wim Fissetle,

Craka had expressed
frustration with her recent
restilis alter a second-round
exit at the 178 Open just over
Lo weeks ago,

The 36-year-old Osaka won
tovo oof hier four Grand Slam
titles while working with the
Felgian coach, Those were
the 20080 US Open and the
2021 Australian Open. AP

Colurt case

Yalencia

suspend Mir for
two matches

Valencin coach Huben Barajs
&ald =triker Hafa Mir will be
sidelined for two matches
after he was accused of sexoual
assanlt bast week.

The 27-year-old was arrest-
ed on Sept, 2 after a complaint
from two Wornen acresing
Mir and another man of
sexial assault, before a judge
ordered Mir's conditional re-
lease during an investigation
to establish if there s enosgh
evidenee for a trial

Valencia said they hacl
opened disciplinary proceed-
inigs against Mir while "re-
specting the legal presumps-
tiom of innocence™ and Baraja
said of the club's decision on
Friday. AFP

Warld Cup star

Son.Jun-ho
leaves horean
club

South Korean World Cuap
mibdfielder Son Jun-ho had
his contract with top-tier
Suwon FC termimated Friday
by mutual consent, three days
after Chinese football banned
him for life for alleged matclh-
lixing. Son gave a tearful
press conference, inwhich
he procliimed hils innocence,
having been among 43 people
banmed this week by the Chi-
nese Football Asseciation.
The 32-year-old, who
previowsly played for Shan-
dong Talsian in the Chinese
Super League, returmed 1o
South Korea in March having
spent 10 months in detention
in China, AFP

Follow Arnb News

‘ Briafs all through the
day @ ArabMews



Megan Thee Stalllon wil be
homnored for her philarmthrople
work at the Golden Heart
Awards on Oot. 21 In New
York City, recognizing her
Fais & Thamas Faundation s
harftabla afTarts n Houstan,
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Ladies’ day out

Take a break from
your daily routine and
meake a splash with your
e jers sl | b wix
beach resorts in Jeddah
that have davs reserved
Tor ladies only.

La Playa

Eripiy a fuscions binea KEasi
and take a dip in the sea
with all yvour female friends
every Tuescay and Thursclay
al La Plava

La Maison

Hejuvenate with the
girls at La Maison's samdy
beaches at any Ume duaring
Lhe week. They regularky
offer multipie live
entertainment options.

Le Pond de FAmitie

Slep away Iram YouL
claiky rovitine and enjov a
redaxing day at this women's
wellness beach resort.

La Mer Beach Resor

Escape to the beachfront
Akl erpoy STURnRE Views with
vour favorite girls on ladees-only
day overy Tucsday.

4
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Loco Beach

Experience scuha diving
with a certified instructon
ar just chull m the pristine blue
waters with the womenfolk
at the resort every Samarday
and Tuesday

Mangrove Beach

Have a cool time chilling
with the girks by the pristine
clean beaches every Sunday,

Tues=day and Thursday,
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Camille Razat steps
out in Amina Muaddi
heels in Paris

Arab News Dotal

French actress and
meddel Camille Razat
this week attended the
“Emily in Paris” Season
Four photocall in Paris,
stepping out In a pair
of heels by Romanian
Jordanlan designer,
Amina Muaddi.

The star chiose fwe [oolweas
dhesigmer’s "Charlotte Sling™
heels that featured a black
patent finish. These shoes are
designed with a sguared oblique
toc and include a slingback strap
secured with a silver buckle.
The structure k& supported by a
hilock heel,

Completing her ensemble,
Razat, who poriravs Camille,
one of Emily’s friends in the
series, wore a tatlored black sait
froam the French luxury fashlon
hoaese Celine, The outiil was
complemented by a crisp white
ehirt and a black the

The photocall featured the
series’ lead, Lily Collins, who
plays Emily. Accompanied by
hier husband, Charlie MoeDowell,
Colling promoted the hit series
i a sheer-net Chnsban Dior
dress adormed with a long
fringe, complemented by a
hlack blazer and heels. Charlie
maiched her ensemble with a
black suidl.

Cip-stars, Ashley Fark and
Philippine Leroy-Beaulieu,
attended the event, along with
series creator Darmen Star,
director and executive producer,
Andrew Fleming, and costume
chesigner, Maryhin Fitoussi,

Lesrony-Beailieu wore a Mall-
length, white sequinedd Sainl
Laurent gown featuring a high
neckline and a halter-stvle
top with a backless detail. The
enscmbie was complemented by
long, black satin gloves,

Meanwhile, Park wore a
vehvel dress rom Alessandra

Rich [eatuning a contrasting
white satin collar and a row of
decorative gold buttons down
the front. The dress hadd a fitted
silhouette that ended just below
the knec. She accessorized her
book with a Judith Leiber bag
and painted black hisels with
grrlclen acoents

Since [aunching her cpony
maus footwear fine in August
OIS, Muaddi has atiracted
a loval following of celelbr|-
fes including D Lipa, Gig
Hadid, hyvilie Jenmer and Hailey
Hicber. Her brand, known for its
cistinctive footwear, bags and
jewelry, has quickly become a
favorite among the fashion elite.

Followling the launch,
Muaddi has seen g series of
siceessiul events, nodably her
collaboration with Rihanna's
Fenty collection. This partner
ship proved to be immensely
siCCEsslul, sarming the Collabio-
rator of the Year award at the
F4h FN Achieverment Awards
i 2,

A vear after this accolade,
Muaddi’s influence and success
were further recopnized when
ahe was named ane of Women's
Wear Daily and Footwear News”
A0 Most Powerful Waoinen

The atar choeas the feotwear
designer's ‘Charlotte Sing'
heels that featured a binok
patent finksh Geotty Images

Inset: From laft: Phillppine Lemoy-
Baauliew, Lily Colline, Darren Star.,
Ashlay Park and Camille Rozat
attended the ‘Emity in Parls'
.H“:'I:':"':E"" irs Pauria, I'_:I"I_l__ s
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Rautera |_ondon

Ume of Bratesh street artist
Ranksy's best-Bnown paint-

s, “Gird with Balloon,” has
been found after its thefl from a
London gallery last week with
two men charged, police said this
week,

The work Featiires i Young i1
reaching for a red heart-shaped
balloon and there are several
mittrals depicting the same image
in London and elsewhere

The painting was the only iltem
gtolen on Sepl. 8, police said,
ackding it would be returmed to
the Elkery,

The two men, aged 47 and 53,
were charged with burglary on
Thursday and remain in police
castody,

Jusltin
Timberlake
pleads guilly
to impaired
driving

AP Zap Harbes

Justin Timberlake urped drivers
not to met behind the wheel of a
car after even a single aloobwlic
drink this week, shoaidy aller
pleading gty to driving

while impaired in New York's
|]:||1t||I||r|.-1|'.;|r|||'|'!J|.i.- R 1§

The public safety annowunce-
mend in front of the Sag Harbor
peolice department was part of
the plea deal that knocked down
e inasciEmeanor charee e hal
fuced to a non-crimimal traffic
vinlation. The boy hand singer
turned-solo star and actor was
also sentencoed Lo g 3500 fine
with a 5260 surcharge, 25 hours
of community service at the
nonprofit of his choosing and a
EM-Olay suspenssn ol s Licepse,
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Colin Farrellis resplendent as Batman villainin ‘“The Penguin’

'El'ij'l:l.'l'ﬂﬁ Krishno Kumar (Dcho

Aundicnees will be forgiven for
rolling their eves at yet-another
supervillain orlgin story, But
thanks to Colin Farrells “The
Penguin,” for the frst time ina
vory long tome, vou won't wallk
away from vour TV fecling
mibdly dissatisfied or péning
oo the long-gone golden age ol
siiperhero $ioryielhing.

HBYs cight-episode limited
gl — wrltter amdd crested
by Lauren LeFranc (CAgents

of S H.LE.L.IN" and “*Chuck®)
— tells the story of the rise of
Ciswald " the Penguin®™ Coblb,
o just Oz " from underworid
criminal to moh kingpn — and
cloes &0 in a richly pealized
manner thil wall carm compart-
soms o TV epics such as "The
SOPTANGS.”

The show picks up a week
after “The Batman™ 2022
is Crothaim recovers [tom thee
Ricddler's devastating floods,
Oz (Farrell) seeks to exploft the
chaos and Oll the power vacuum

‘Tha Penguln’ |& on HBO. YouTubs

lzft by mob boss Carmine
Falcone's deathe

Helping him ks Victor (Rhenzy
Felizl, o yolng aspanng criminal

who lost evervthing to the flood,

Their father-son dyvnamie drives
a lrRgee Lale ||F|-'|.1|'|'||'|1||||r|.

ereed and violence, showing
0w society creates ks own
monsiers

Additionally stirring the pod
kg Crigtin Milots Sofia Falcone,
Carmine Falconse's |I:|||-,:I|r-=-:
whio 15 released from Arkham
Azvium after a 10-year stint and
is looking to take control of her
Father's empire.

“The Penguin” sings when
Farrell is on screen. The Insh
actor glives the robe his all, and
watching him go from impalsive

prd rage-hlbed violence to qumel

vulnerability to easy charm andd
then wounded puppy is a treat
to behold,

And it is not always an easy
walch, efther, An episode
cledicated 1o Sofia’s backstory
thiil examines her [ife belore,
durimg and immediatedy afler
her stint in Arkham Asylum
makes for a riveting but incred-
iy grizzlv and difficult sit,
Mot Bances Sofia’s justihed
anger and need [for control and
power with mesmerizing charm
and deliciously dark humor



